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JANSEZIAN LAW FIRM, PC

If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!

225 South Lake Avenue, Third Floor, Pasadena, California 91101

Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

MHazareth V. Jansezian, Esqg.
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Thousands Of Opposition Supporters Rally In Yerevan I\/I_a’Fthew Bryza
Levon Ter-Petrosian: Serzh Sarkisian Is Compromising Both Visists Yerevan

Genocide And Karabakh Issues

YEREVAN -- Opposition leader [RESSSSSs
Levon Ter-Petrosian renewed his criti-
cism of the current administration’s
domestic and foreign policies, claim- : "y
ing that the “power pyramid” is crack- g
ing against the backdrop of growing

differences between the current presi—

o i
. T ;
dent and his predecessor. bl
-

Ter-Petrosian, who spoke be- -
fore thousands of his supporters dur- a
ing a rally late Monday, also asserted -

that Turkey’s increasing role in the
region jeopardizes a pro-Armenian so-
lution to the longstanding conflict with
Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Karabakh. YEREVAN -- Matthew Bryza,
Ter-Petrosian warned that Serzh ' 48 ﬂ Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
Sarkisian is pursuing one objective, to L=l 11 - - for European and Eurasian Affairs,
hold on to power through having the Levon Ter-Petrosian spoke before thousands of his supporters visisted Yerevan in what appears to be
world recognize his legitimacy. And particular, said that Ankara’s offer of under Robert Kocharian’s presidency the first leg of his regional tour,
for this purpose Sarkisian is making assistance in Armenian-Azerbaijanire- was ‘monolithic’, it is cracking now Armenia’s Foreign Ministry reported.
compromises both regarding the rec-lations is fraught with dangers. under Sarkisian as “redistribution of The US diplomat is also scheduled to
ognition of the Armenian Genocide “This, in fact, jeopardizes the administrative resources and influencesvisit Baku and Thilisi.
and the Karabakh issue. He assertedMinsk Group format, and the Minsk as well as property and wealth” is No details of Bryza's visit to
that Sarkisian has already agreed to taGroup format has been the most cor-taking place. Yerevan are reported yet.
the creation of a historians conferencerect one, because it provided the bal- As a bright example of such con- According to Azerbaijani media
to study the historical facts of the ance of superpowers and allowed us taradictions, Armenia’s first president reports, during his upcoming meetings
Genocide.. ensure the Nagorno-Karabakh prob-cited the ouster of Parliament Speakerin all three capitals Bryza will discuss
Ter-Petrosian voiced his concern lem is not solved due to unilateral Tigran Torosian and his replacementthe current situation in the South
over Turkey’s endeavors to supplantefforts of any of the superpowers,” with another senior party figure, Hovik Caucasus against the backdrop of the

US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
Matthew Bryza

the Minsk Group of the Organization the first president concluded. Abrahamian. Russian-Georgian war, as well as the
for Security and Cooperation in Eu- Much of Ter-Petrosian’s hour- “One should not seek politics and process of the settlement of the
rope, an international format of the long speech was devoted to what hestate interests in this move,” Ter- Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.
United States, France and Russia adsees as ‘contradictions’ in PresidentPetrosian said, adding that the decision Matthew Bryza is the US co-
vancing a negotiated settlement of theSerzh Sarkisian’s policies. is the result of ‘internal rumbles’. chairman of the Minsk Group of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. He, in He said that while the power “Tigran Torosian is not a child of Organization for Security and Coop-
the criminal world and by appointing eration in Europe, an international for-
Armenian Parliament Speaker Quits Governing mat advancing a negotiated settlement

Continuedonpage4  of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Party And Resigns Under Partisan Pressure
Governor Schwarzenegger Commemorates
The 17th Anniversary Of Armenian Independence

Governor Schwarzenegger has issued a message on the occasion of the
16" Anniversary of Armenian Independence.

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s em-
battled parliament speaker has an
nounced his resignation from the top
post and decision to quit the governing
party from which he has been under
pressure to go lately.

Invoking the regulations of the
National Assembly, Tigran Torosian
said at a press conference on Tuesda
that he is stepping down “because OfTigran Torosian

Greetings to all who have gathered to celebrate Armenian Independence
Day.
California is home to a fantastic mix of customs and cultures, and foday,
I thank our Armenian-American residents for the wonderful influence you|have
on our state. Your many contributions enrich our communities, strengthén our

the existing insurmountable differences economy and touch the lives of your fellow Californians.

with the parliament majority on a num- ment thus putting an end to months of It's a distinct honor to join you in commemorating this special occagion.

ber of issues concerning the country’s speculations regarding Torosian’s fu- As an immigrant, | know firsthand the joy that comes in celebrating|your

domestic political life.” ture political career. ancestral roots. Days like this not only remind us of time-honored tradifions,
But before announcing his resig- “For three or four months every- |but also of the great diversity that we enjoy here in our Golden State.

nation from the parliament speaker’s thing was being done by means of On behalf of all Californians, | wish you a memorable observance¢ and

post, Torosian unveiled his decision to intrigues and conspiracies behind the|every future success.

quit the Republican Party of Armenia scene. | would advise certain people to Sincerely,

(HHK). take their 30 pieces of silver and con- Arnold Schwarzenegger

“The developments and particu- tinue their way,” Torosian commented.

larly the developments of the recent Earlier, he appeared defiantin the US Sends Ambassador To Armenia After 2 Years
period clearly show that these are in-face of pressure from his party as he

surmountable differences, and | haverepeatedly dismissed ‘rumors’ about YEREVAN -- The U.S. has sent an ambassador to Armenia, more than two
made the step that any reasonable perhis imminent ouster and said he would|years after the previous one had his tour of duty cut short.
son would do. | have submitted an not step down. Some media reports The U.S. Embassy in Yerevan said Marie Yovanovitch arrived Wedngsday

application to the party about my deci- said Torosian refused to step down|night to take up her new post. A career diplomat, she had previously sefved as
sion to quit its ranks,” Torosian told despite being offered senior govern-|the U.S. ambassador in Kyrgyzstan.

the media. ment positions. The last ambassador was withdrawn in 2006 after he referred to the|World
In a widely anticipated develop- The HHK board also named an- |War I-era killings of Armenians in Turkey as genocide, in defiance of|U.S.

ment the HHK was expected to reachother senior party figure, Hovik |policy.

agreement Tuesday evening on re-Abrahamian, as its preferred candidate At her confirmation hearings, Yovanovitch explained U.S. policy| but

shuffling its top leadership in parlia- to succeed Torosian. would not comment on whether she believed genocide had occurred.
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What Has Happend To Independent Armenia?

By Toros Sarian

On the 2% September 1991 Ar-
menia declared its independence. This
declaration took place under severe
conditions, as since the beginning of
the Mountainous Karabakh liberation
struggle the Armenian people were
living under intolerable conditions.
Considerable human and material re-
sources had been consumed throug
repelling Azerbaijani aggression and
the situation was worsened by the
terrible Earthquake disaster in Decem-
ber 1988. All these problems were
compounded by the tightening of the
blockade by Turkey and Azerbaijan in

Armen Sarkissian Becomes Chairman Of Globall
Energy Security Council

GENEVA -- Last month Armen
Sarkissian, founding President of
Eurasia House International and former
Prime Minister of Armenia, became
Chairman of the Global Energy Secu-
rity Council, headquartered atthe World
Economic Forumin Geneva. The Coun-
cil, a multistakeholder body of the
most prominent figures in global en-
ergy industry and institutions, is tasked
to study, analyze and explore solutions
to critical and urgent issues in the
global arena.

Klaus Schwab, Executive Chair-
man and founder of the World Eco-
nomic Forum, explained the purpose

1989. Nevertheless, despite all thessg
obstacles the Armenia people managed
to battle their way through to a sover- World Economic Forum’s evolution

eign start to their independence. The economic uncertainties and politi- towards becoming the integrator, man-and the likelihood of emerging markets

When we celebrate today the In- cal instability in the entire region agerand disseminator of the best knowl-following the lead of the most devel-
dependence of Armenia we are alsocoupled with the ever present threat ofedge available in the world”. oped countries.
paying respects to those countlessa new outbreak of war have not turned The inaugural Summit of the The following day Dr. Sarkissian
women and men who gave their lives Armenia into an attractive place. The Council will be held in Dubai in No- gave a keynote speech in Zurich on
in battle. The success in the War of Diaspora in contrast to home offers avember of this year. “Natural Gas Geopolitics” at the Fall
liberation in Mountainous Karabakh brighter future to many Armenians, In a world where there is in- strategy meeting of the Energy Indus-
and the foundation of an independentespecially those who have already rela-creasing energy demand, prices arelry Partnership, organized by the World
Armenia would have been impossible tives in other countries as this makesrecord-high, supplies are not guaran-Economic Forum. He discussed re-
but for the sacrifice of these coura- the decision to migrate much easier. teed, along with a host of economic cent political and economic develop-
geous people. What cannot now be overlooked, and geopolitical factors, energy secu-ments around the world and how they

In those years the people in Ar- especially since thesIMarch, is the rity has become one of the most criti- affect the uninterrupted flows of en-
menia and Mountainous Karabakh hadimmense dissatisfaction with the rul- cal issues in the early 2icentury. ergy at affordable prices, including
struggled to survive and had accepteding political culture. With the founding While in the past energy security was gas. He then underlined how the role of
the minimum. But as always in our of the new Republic the people were primarily about supply and demand, National Oil/Gas Companiesisincreas-
history the deep bond to our roots andunited not just out of nationalistic aspi- geopolitics and market structures, to- ing in the global energy market, giving
national identity provided the neces- rations but out of a deep desire for theday new factors — from environmental energy resource-rich governments
sary strength to overcome those diffi- foundation of a new Democratic Re- issues to geopolitics and military con- greater political and economic levers
cult and testing years. Independencepublic, where law and justice had ut- flicts — are putting greater pressure onin international affairs.
gave the people new courage, hopemost priority. Unfortunately, thisdream the world market and on global eco- Later in the year Dr Sarkissian
and a Vision for the future. In May of an independent state without politi- nomic development. will be chairing and leading discus-
1992 the Self-Defence Forces in Moun-cal and economic privilege has not Reflecting on the enormous work sions at the first World Economic
tainous Karabakh won a decisive battlecome true. In fact the opposite hasahead, Council Chairman SarkissianForum on Europe and Central Asia,
in the Liberation war in the victorious taken place. Over the past years asaid “finding long-term sustainable which will be held on 30 October-1
Shushi-Lachin operation. return to the old despotic structuressolutions in the multilayered arena of November in Istanbul, Turkey. The

Only with this victory was it can be recognized resulting in rule by energy security is extremely impor- forumwill bring together international
possible to secure the Independence ofiolence, oppression and injustice. A tant, otherwise, it would be difficult to and regional business leaders and gov-
Armenia and Mountainous Karabakh threatening oligarchic system has es-promote economic growth, social ernment representatives, as well as
and begin the reconstruction of the tablished itself which stifles the politi- progress and peace around the globe’media, cultural and religious leaders
country. For the Armenians in the cal, economic and social developmentSuch complex solutions to complex from across Europe, Turkey, Russia,
Diaspora the 21 September was an of Armenia. The true character of the problems require cooperation on a glo-Central Asia and the Middle East to
important signal to strengthen their aid ruling regime came to light on the 1st bal scale. The Council is set up to explore the common challenges faced
to and display solidarity with the people March. The grand coalition which was coordinate this effort. by the regions and to map the path
of Armenia or order to defend this new formed afterwards encompassed all of In partnership with the World towards a common collaborative fu-
fought for independence the political and economic forces whose Economic Forum, as Chairman of the ture.

The Diaspora, in those years did goals were to retain their own power Council, Dr. Sarkissian will nominate Dr. Sarkissian is advisor and has
its utmost to help the population and and influence. world-class thought leaders to serveadvised the CEOs and Corporate
members fought side by side with the After 17 years of independence, on the Council, and will coordinate the Boards of global companies, including
people in Mountainous Karabakh dur- the prisons are now full of political work of the international body. He will BP, Alcatel, Telefonica, Finmeccanica,
ing the Liberation War. The victory in prisoners and dissidents. Even one ofpresent new insights and innovative and others. He is the founder of several
this war and the celebration of Arme- the leaders of the Armenian national ideas about energy security resultingsignificant investment companies,
nian Independence are examples of thanovement, later becoming the first from the work of the Council at the which invest in major business
will power, determination and ability President, has been subject to un-World Economic Forum Annual Meet- projects, especially in the energy, high
of Armenians to gather the strength founded defamation campaigns. 17ing in Davos and other gatherings technology, telecom, and real estate
and energy in decisive moments in theyears ago the first phase of the revolu-around the world. sectors.
struggle for freedom and independence tion was successfully implemented and On 9 September, at another con- Eurasia House International in

In the past 17 years progress hasthe Republics of Armenia and Moun- ference in Geneva on “Greater Regula-London fosters critical dialogue and
been made in the Republics of Armeniatainous Karabakh was the reward fortion and Higher Taxation” in global cooperation among political and busi-
and Mountainous Karabakh. The eco-that courageous fight. The secondwealth management, Dr. Sarkissianness leaders and is involved in bridge
nomic situation has improved and acutephase of the revolution is proving more gave a keynote address to a gatherindguilding between the West and the vast
shortages are now distant memory.difficult and the dismantling of the of high-powered investors and corpo- geographic space extending from Eas-
The ability of Armenia to defend itself entrenched oligarchy will be slow and rate executives. He discussed how theger Europe to Russia, to the Caspian
and Mountainous Karabakh are now painful, if notimpossible as the regime global financial markets are shaping region and China.
assured. However, despite these sucis part of it.
cesses unsolved problems are await- One thing is certain, the fight for
ing solutions and the urgency is in- democracy, Rule of Law and social
creasing rapidly. justice must continue and the regime

Although the numbers of Arme- must be reminded again and again tha
nians leaving the country has fallen independence and freedom cannot bg
thousands still see their future abroad.separated.

www.massisweekly.com

of the Council: ‘The Global Agenda
Councils mark a major milestone in the
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Turkish Media Claims Armenia Is Ready To Establish A
Joint Committee Of Historians

Patriarchate

matter was referred and which has A di Turkish di Serzh Sarkisi h d h
agreed to supervise the work that needs ccording to Turkish media sources Serz arkisian has agreed to the

For decades, the triumphant tri- to be done establishment of a joint committee of historians to study the events of 1915. This

Special from Arthur Hagopian

umvirate of the Greek Orthodox, Ar- Shirvanian revealed the three could be the first step to compromise on the Genocide issue by the regime in

menian Orthodox and Latin Catholic guardians have also achieved anothe
churches, have stood firm guard overmilestone, with an agreementto finally
the panoply of Christian sacred placesrevamp and restore the lavatories in
in the Holy Land, protecting, refur- the Holy Sepulcher church, at a cost of
bishing and maintaining them. Often at US$136,000.

enormous cost, the burden shared "This issue had been a conten-
equally by all.

It has been a pract
cal and productive arrang
ment that has seen, ama
others, the roof of the Hol
Sepulcher, one
Christendom’s holies
structures, restored to
brilliant display of inspir
ing color, after lingering
as a painful eyesore b
tressed by rickety sca
folding that soared ug
wards in an ungainly tang
of tubing.
The three guardians c
operate under the aegis
a special Status Quo co
mittee that oversees &
preservation efforts a
attempts to smooth out a
differences of opinion thg
may arise. And there ha
been more than one. B
although harmony has n
always been a prevale
feature of their deliberg
tions, the custodians a
united in their aims. Inside the Holy Sepulchre

The committee de-
rives its authority from a
historic pledge made by the Turkish tious one for decades until intensive
Sultan, Abdul Majid, whose 1852 negotiations yielded a breakthrough,”
“firman” (declaration) officially estab- he said. Although he did not spell it out,
lished the principle of “Status Quo” the unsavory smells and unhygienic
(i.e., existing “as is” condition) in the conditions emanating from the dilapi-
Holy Places. dated utility have always repelled visi-

"The edict defines, regulates and tors, tourists and pilgrims.
maintains, without change, the propri- The restoration work is unend-
etary rights in the Holy Places granteding, and the demands on the resource
exclusively to the three major Chris- of the churches, daunting.
tian rites - Greek, Armenian and Latin "The Armenian Patriarchate of
Catholic - thus making the Armenian Jerusalem needs the financial suppor
Church equal in stature to the Catholicof each Armenian community world-
and Greek Orthodox Churches despitewide to preserve and maintain the price-
its relatively small size,” according to less legacy of heritage and presenc
the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusa-left by past generations of faithful
lem. pilgrims in the Holy Land,” Shirvanian

However, on more than one oc- stresses.
casion, the disagreements, particularly
between the two Orthodox churches,nations are all essential to the succes
have festered for too long, with resto- of Armenian Jerusalem,
ration work unduly protracted. The Armenian Patriarchate oversee
It took a lifetime for the Status Quo sacred sites all over the Holy Land, but

committee to ink an agreement for possesses only limited resources, hu-

renovation work at the Holy Sepulcher man and material, to help carry out its
church, while for decades the roof of mandate.
the Nativity church in Bethlehem, re-

According to Archbishop Aris Vandalism has become a particularly
Shirvanian, director of Ecumenical and acute problem for the church.
Foreign Relations atthe Armenian Pa-This summer alone, vandals struck at
triarchate, the delay was due to thetwo of the church’s properties, one in
“divergent positions among the three Ramleh, an hour’s distance from
custodian churches.” Jerusalem, and one at Baron Der, a33
With the Greeks insisting that 1/2 acre olive grove between the towns

they alone had the right to undertakeof Bethlehem-Beit Jala and Jerusalem.

the restoration, nothing could be ac-In Ramleh, the criminals took advan-
complished, he noted. tage of the temporarily uninhabited St

But a solution to the impasse has George’s Armenian monastery to ran-
now been found, he said, thanks to thesack the interior as well as to destroy
Palestinian Authority to which the doors and windows.

gide” claims instead of accepting

e

Y

yerevan. Following is the full text of the news report

Back Door Talks Between Turkey, In 2005, Turkish Prime Minister

Armenia Continue Tayyip Erdogan took a first step to-

The behind the scenes diplomacywards resolving the issue by propos-
between Ankara and Yerevan, whiching that a joint commission of histori-
set the ground for President Abdullah ans launch an investigation and publish
Gul's landmark visit to Armenia, con- their conclusions, but the proposal
tinues this week in Switzerland with its was rejected by Yerevan.
third round between the two coun-
tries’ top diplomats, the Turkish Daily
News (TDN) reported on Wednesday. New York

Diplomats will try to finalize a The declaration is to be announced
draft for the common declaration of atthe meeting of Foreign Minister Ali
good will in the wake of a tripartite Babacan and his Armenian counter-
summit between Turkey, Armeniaand part, Edward Nalbandian, which is
Azerbaijantotake place in New York at expected to the take place during the
the end of September, the report saidU.N General Assembly in New York

Undersecretary of the foreign peing held Sept.23 to Oct.1.
ministry, Ertugrul Apakan, and his Diplomatic sources told the TDN
deputy, Unal Cevikoz, headed for Swit- Armenia now moves closer to giving a
zerland on Sunday to meet their coun-green light for a joint committee of
terparts in Bern, which already hostedhistorians to study the events of 1915,
two rounds of talks in May and July, it a long-standing Turkish proposal cat-
added. egorically rejected by the former Ar-

The positive atmosphere flour- menian President Robert Kocharian.
ished after the first-ever meeting of Considering the need to establish
Guland his Armenian counterpart Serzha mechanism for verification of docu-
Sargsyan on the margins of the foot-mentsin archives, together with choos-
ball match on Sept. 6 which paved theing the members, preparations are ex-
way for a more comprehensive dis- pected to take at least one year which
cussion on substantial issues. gives Turkey time on international plat-

Diplomats will try to reach a forms.
compromise on a common language Participation of experts from
for reflection upon the developments third-party countries and a representa-
fortified with Gul’s visit and the foot- tive from an international institution
ball match between the two national are also under discussion.
teams. “Official announcement for the

Turkey is among the first coun- establishment of a committee would
tries that recognized Armenia when it ease Turkey’s position, culminating in
declared its independency in the earlyalleged genocide resolutions in many
1990s. However there is no diplomatic countries,” a senior Turkish official
relations between two countries, astold the TDN, referring to initiatives in
Armenia presses the international com-countries including the U.S., Canada,
munity to admit the so-called “geno- France and Argentina.
Combined efforts are underway
Turkey’s call to investigate the allega- for setting up other committees to
tions, and its invasion of 20 percent of work on economic and cultural affairs

Declaration To Be Announced In

Azerbaijani territory despite U.N. Se- to accelerate the normalization of rela-

curity Council resolutions on the is- tjons.

sue. Armenian expectations for the
Armenia, with the backing of the opening of the sealed border between
diaspora, claims up to 1.5 million of the two countries loomed large espe-
their kin were slaughtered in orches- cially after the outbreak of crisis in
trated Killings in 1915. Turkey rejects Georgia, which has been the major

*Time, attention, prayers and do- the claims, saying that 300,000 Arme- gateway for Western markets from
Jians along with at least as many TurksArmenia. However, Ankara waits for

" he adds. di€d in civil strife that emerged when simultaneous steps on other fronts in

JArmenians took up arms for indepen- order to further proceed with the open-

dence in eastern Anatolia. ing of the border.

(Shocked, the Armenian Patri- jerysalem.”

arch, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Barely a month after the Ramleh
deSpite the ill health that has troubled attack, a “fire of Suspicious Origin”

. . h : _Because Of this’ |t$ ablllty to pro_ h|m recently, traveled a” the Way to the broke out at Baron Der, damaging up
mained in a serious state of d|Srepair.tect Iits possessions becomes Strainedsite to inspect the damage_)

_ : to 20 trees.
Shirvanian notes that the monas- Despite all the turmoil and tra-

tery “dates back to the 1600's and itsyajls, the Armenian Patriarchate of

ancient history is linked to Armenian jerysalem continues to live up to its
pilgrims, who, before the invention of |egacy, its standing and authority as
modern transportation, regularly dis- the second most important Armenian
embarked from boats in the nearby spijritual center (after Etchmiadzin, in

port of Jaffa on their way to Jerusa- the Motherland), permanently inscribed
|em. After resting at St. NiChOIaS Ar- on the throne of St James now ocCcu-
menian Monastery in Jaffa, overlook- pied by an incumbent whose unbridled
ing the harbor of Tel Aviv, they would enthusiasm, devotion and determina-
proceed to Ramleh and St George’stion, open-mindedness and pragmatic

Monastery. After another rest periOd, approach1 have evoked Widespread ap-
they would resume their journey to preciation and support.
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A New School Year at St. Nersess

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -- After  Stanton Sheridan was baptized at St
bidding farewell to 200 teenagers who Mesrob Armenian Church by St.
made St. Nersess their home for one ofNersess alumnus Fr. Garabed
this summer’s youth conferences, theKochakian (currently Pastor of St. |
Seminary has shifted gears for theJohn’s Armenian Church, Southfield, |
start of the new school year. Ten Michigan) and raised in the church by }
seminarians moved into the Ouzouniananother St. Nersess graduate, Fr
House, the main building on St. NersessYeprem Kelegian, who has been the
Seminary’s lush, 9-acre campus toPastor of St. Mesrob in Racine for
begin the 2008-2009 academic year. eleven years. A leader of the ACYOA

Deacon Hayk Tigranyan of the both in his parish and on the national
Western Diocese is one of five new |evel, Sub Deacon Stan is a veteran o
seminarians arriving at St. Nersess tothe Seminary’s summer study confer-
prepare to become priests. ences. He graduated from Marquette

A New and Promising Breed University in Milwaukee this May with

“I've been waiting for this day aB.A.degree, majoringin Criminology
for months,” he said with a broad and Law and minoring in Theology.
smile, as he dragged six bulging suit- After a short stint as a Greenfield,
cases up the Seminary’s grand stair-Wisconsin police officer, Sub Deacon
way looking for Room 4, which willbe  Stan’s heart pulled him to St. Nersess.
his home for the next four years. Now preparing to become a priest, he

Deacon Hayk recently graduated Ma-likes to tell people, “I'm living the Doudoukijian, sDn. Ben Rith-Najarian, Fr. Yeprem Kelegian, Thir Greg Andonian,
gna Cum Laude from Cal State Univer- dream.” and Dn. Hayk Tigranyan.

sity-Northridge with a B.A. in Psy- Deacon Vahagn Azizyan comes Frontrow, leftto right: Arpine and Dn. Vahagn Azizyan, sDn. Stan Sheridan, and
chology. He is one of a new breed ofto St. Nersess from Armenia on the Hasmik and sDn. Justin Andonian.
St. Nersess seminarians: born in Ar-eager recommendation of Dr. Thomas
menia, he immigrated to the United Samuelian, Emeritus Professor of Ar- ence as a military leader, administratorcontinue their studies are fourth-year
States as a young boy, and looks for-menian Language at St. Nersess andnd teacher to the church as a priest angeminarians Deacon Ryan Tellalian
ward to serving as a priest in the Founder of Arag-29, a charitable orga- pastor. (Fresno, CA), Sub Deacon Benjamin
Western Diocese. nization based in Yerevan. Deacon Joining Deacon Vahagn in the St. Rith-Najarian (Bemidji, MN); third-year
“Seminarians like Deacons Hayk Vahagn already has substantial experi-Nersess the Great (or Medzn Nersesspeminarians Sub Deacon Justin Avedis
and Mkrtich (Ksachikyan), also of the ence in Armenian Church life. After program are Deacon Leon Khoja- Ajamian (Waldwick, NJ), Gregory
Western Diocese, have the unique andeceiving a graduate degree from Eynatyan, a musician and educatorAndonian (Cleveland, OH) and sec-
innate ability to reach outto American- Yerevan State University’s Department from Washington, DC, and Deacon ond-year student Deacon Mkrtich
Armenians of different backgrounds of Theology, he was admitted to the Kevork Esayan, an engineer from New Ksachikyan (North Hollywood, CA).
because they are equally at home withGevorgyan Seminary of Holy York City. If all goes according to St. Nersess anticipates two graduates
recent immigrants from Armenia as Etchmiadzin with advanced standing, plan, these three candidates could comnext May and two more the following
well as American-Armenians who have graduating from the Seminary after plete their program and be ordainedyear, plus the students in the St. Nersess
been in the U.S. for generations,” saidtwo years. For two years he served aspriests in as little as 18 months from the Great program.
the Dean, Fr. Daniel Findikyan. “They Deacon-in-Charge of the Arabkir Youth now. All were invited by His Eminence The seminary community is even
will do good work for the church,” he Center, a ministry established by the Abp. Khajag Barsamian to serve the further blessed this year by the pres-
added. Holy See. Deacon Vahagn has a speciaEastern Diocese. ence of two future priest’s wives.
After a quick week of classes, the interest in youth ministry. While in On Sunday morning, the semi- Deacon Vahagn Azizyan, who arrived
seminarians loaded into the seminaryArmenia he organized numerous pil- narians closed their retreat at St. Petefrom Armenia barely two weeks ago,
van for the two-and-a-half hour trip to grimages, mission trips, Bible Studies Armenian Church (Watervliet, NY), is a newlywed. He married his wife
the Ararat Center in Greenville, New and Sunday Schools for young people.where they participated in the Divine Arpine last October. An even more
York. There they spent Labor Day week- Deacon Vahagn is enrolled in the Liturgy at the invitation of the Pastor, recent newlywed is third-year semi-
end on their annual Orientation Retreat.new St. Nersess the Great program afFr. Bedros Kadehjian, also a St. Nersessiarian Sub Deacon Justin Avedis
The retreat was led by Director of Youth St. Nersess, a streamlined clergy-train-alumnus. Ajamian, who was married to his wife
and Vocations, Fr. Stepanos Doudoukjianing program intended for mature men Returning to the Seminary to Hasmik this summer in Yerevan.
and the Seminary’s Spiritual Director, who already have significant experience
Fr. Yeprem Kelegian, both St. Nersessand/or educationinthe ArmenianChurch. Thousands Of Opposition Supporters Rally In Yerevan
alumni. The program is based on the example of~ . . .
Joining that group this year, in the fourth-century Catholicos St. Nersesscontlnuedfrom page 1 _Ter-Petr05|an also_descrlpe_d the
addition to Deacon Hayk, are four the Great, a self-made man who, later in relations between Prime Minister

more new seminarians. Sub Deaconlife, applied his significant life experi- Hc_)vi_k Abrahamian _they finally Tigrgn_Sarki_sian_(no re_Iation to Serzh
criminalize the parliament,” Ter- Sarkisian) with his cabinet as ineffec-

St. Nersess Seminarians and future yeretzgins gather with Fr. Stepanos and Fr.
Yeprem atthe Ararat Center, in Greenville, New York.
Back row, lefttoright: Dn. Ryan Tellalian, Dn. Mkrtich Ksachikyan, Fr. Stepanos

; Petrosian charged. tive and harmful for the state. Tigran
AMAAAnnounces Winners Of James Jameson Ter-Petrosian also highlighted the Sarkisian’s function, according to Ter-
Essay Contest differences that he said currently exist Petrosian, is limited to creating the

between Sarkisian and his predecessoillusion for the outside world of “a

PARAMUS, NJ--"Alex Tavlianof  bound students received awards for theirKocharian. He, in particular, claimed governmentled by a professional”. “In
Fresno, CA is the winner of the Jamesessays that were submitted along withthat the rumors about Kocharian’s plansreality, the government receives in-
Jameson Essay Contest this year," antheir scholarship applications. The win- to return active politics, in particularto structions from a totally different di-
nounced Mr. Doug Kurjian, Chairman of ners were Jenna Gavroian, first place,occupy the prime minister’s position, rection and first of all from the presi-
the Publications Committee of the Ar- for her essay "The Hurdle of Life;" are ‘fed’ from the retired president’s dent himself.”
menian Missionary Association of Jonathan Garabedian, second place, foclose associates. Ter-Petrosian also Ter-Petrosian also chided the
America (AMAA). Tavlian's essayinthe his essay "Major Influences that Con- asserted that these speculations argovernment's economic policies, as-
high school category was "Adam Schiff: tinue to Shape my Life;" and Lisa Der directed against Serzh Sarkisian. serting that monopolists continue to
Friend of the Armenian Community." Ohanessian, third place, for her essay “An opinion is being dissemi- underpay to the public coffers, while

The panel of the judges included "Road to Success." The panel of judgesnated that Serzh Sarkisian is unable tathe main tax burdeniis laid on small and
three other members namely Vartanforthis category along with Doug Kurjian restrain the popular opposition move- medium-sized businesses.
Sahagian, Arthur Artinian and Judith were Nurhan Helvacian, Arouss ment, that he will lose the power soon The ex-president also discussed
Kurjian. Alex Tavlian who is a member Darpinian and Berjouhi Gulesserian. Theand that the whole underworld will the consequences of the recent re-
of the First Armenian Presbyterian winners received awards of $300, $250lose everything. They say Robert gional developments, including the
Church of Fresno, received an award inand $200, respectively. Kocharian is the only salvation for Russian-Georgianwar, contending that
the amount of $300. "Various factors The Board of Directors of the these people who own huge riches.” Armenia has never been so vulnerable
come into play in judging writing," said AMAA congratulates the winners and According to Ter-Petrosian, to external pressures as it is now.
Mr. Kurjian. "This includes appropriate- encourages our young students to parSerzh Sarkisian realizes that by ap- “It is illegitimate, corrupt and
ness of material, style, clarity, content, ticipate in this contest. The deadline for pointing Kocharian prime minister he dishonest authorities that are most
emotion, logic, credibility, organization, next year?s contest is May 1, 2009.will be reduced to the status of an vulnerable to external pressures, while
development, maturity, diction, usage Those who are interested in participat-“English Queen”, because, as he saidclean, legitimately elected, honest and
and connection with the reader.?" ing can contact AMAA at 201-265- Kocharian dislikes power-sharing by fair authorities are able to oppose any

In addition to Alex, three college- 2607. his nature and essence. kind of external pressure.”
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