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JANSEZIAN LAW FIRM, PC

If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!

225 South Lake Avenue, Third Floor, Pasadena, California 91101

Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

Hazareth V. Jansezlan, Esqg.
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Opposition Calls For AMajor Rally On October 17 McCain, Palin Issue Letter To The Armenian
Former President Levon Ter- “The movement is not dying out American Community

Petrosian urged supporters to attendand will not die out,” said David
his rallies in Yerevan in much larger Shahnazarian, aleading member of the
numbers late Friday amid signs of their HAK. While noting that the current
dwindling enthusiasm for his opposi- “geopolitical situation” in the region
tion movement. does not bode well for the success of
Ter-Petrosian pledged tounveila Ter-Petrosian’s movement,
new political strategy of his Armenian Shahnazarian said the opposition is
National Congress (HAK) at its next awaiting “the right moment” to make
rally scheduled for October 17 as heanother push for regime change. Its
campaigned for opposition candidate current top priorities are to win the
Ararat Zurabian’s victory in Sunday’s mayoral election in Yerevan’s central
local election in Yerevan's most im- Kentron district and to secure the re-

Washington, DC - The McCain-Palin campaign issued a letter tp the
Armenian-American community today. In the letter, Senator John McCa|n (R-
AZ) wrote that he is “grateful for all of the contributions that Armegan-
Americans have made to our wonderful country,” and that he “greatly value[s]
the opportunity to stand with the Armenian-American community.”

Regarding U.S. affirmation of the Armenian Genocide, the statgment
refrains from referring to the events of 1915-1923 as genocide, and ipstead
employs a dictionary definition. McCain said, “It is fair to say that one of the
greatest tragedies of the 20th century, the brutal murder of as many as pne and
a half million Armenians under the rule of the Ottoman Empire, has alsq been
one of the most neglected. The suffering endured by the Armenian people
during that period represented the prologue to what has come to be knpwn as

portant administrative district. lease of more than 70 opposition mem- o \ . . -
“ am kindly asking, demanding bers remaining in jail, he said. humanity’s bloodiest century.” He added that “It is our responsibility to
that hundreds of thousan’ds of you take Levon Zurabian ’anothertopTer- recognize those tragic events and to ensure that our world never expefriences

the impact of the bloody conflicts that so filled the 20th century.”
McCain also thanked Armenia for her “support of coalition operatiops in
Irag and NATO peacekeeping efforts in Kosovo.”

partin our October 17 rally,” he told about Petrosian aide, said on Thursday that
two thousand people who converged onthe opposition has to make “serious
the city’s Northern Avenue. “During it | corrections” in its strategy because
will not reveal tactical secrets but will President Sarkisian has earned strong ] ]
honestly and sincerely present to you theinternational support with his far-reach- Reglona| GovernorAccused Of Corru ptlon
strategy of our further struggle, without ing diplomatic overturesto Turkey and
hiding anything from you.” Azerbaijan. Neither Ter-Petrosian, nor The Audit Chamber of Armenia’s the sum was misappropriated by offi-
Ter-Petrosian and his broad- other speakers at Friday’s rally speci- government-controlled parliament lev- cialsin the regional administration. He
based opposition alliance had pulled fied what those changes will be. eled on Wednesday corruption accu-said they inflated the cost of procure-
much larger crowds during their pre- One of them, Aram Sarkisian, sations againsta controversial regionalments and failed to properly use gov-
vious rallies held elsewhere in the city said although understands “the people’sgovernor, raising new questions about€rnment funds earmarked for con-
center. The HAK leader downplayed concerns” about the future of the his political future. struction work.
the significance of the latest opposi- movement, he “can not give direct The head of the chamber, Ishkhan According to Zakarian, the may-
tion gathering, describing it as “Ararat answers” to questions preoccupyingZakarian, claimed that Surik ors of local towns and villages have
Zurabian’s meeting with his voters them. “We can not disclose our tacti- Khachatrian of the southeastern Syunikeémbezzled even larger sums through
which | had to attend.” cal steps at this point,” he said. region and local government officials Similar scams. He singled out the mayor
subordinated to him have embezzledof Syunik’s capital Kapan, alleging
575 million drams ($1.9 million) worth  thatthe latter sold 5,200 square meters
of public funds and property. of public housing for as little as 3,500

Zakarian said about one third of drams ($12).

Council Of Europe Official Again Slams Yerevan

The Council of Europe’s commis-
sioner for human rights has again ex-
pressed serious concern at the continu
ing imprisonment of dozens of Arme-
nian opposition members and support-
ers on what he considers dubious
charges.

“The situation with respect to the
persons deprived of their liberty in con-
nection with the 1-2 March events con- Abrahamian’s election became a
tinues to be a source of serious concern forgone conclusion early this month
There is an urgent need to deploy theThomasHammarberg when the HHK’s governing body headed | g
requisite political will to achieve a solu- by Sarkisian officially confirmed its de-
tion,” Thomas Hammarberg said in a have been set freed since then. Despit€ision to oust Tigran Torosian, the pre- Hoyik Abrahamian
report issued ahead of Tuesday’s meetthat, the political situation in Armenia vious speaker also affiliated with the
ing of a key Council of Europe body was not included on the agenda of theruling party. The Republicans have still parliament’s prestige and standing. “The
monitoring the fulfillment of Armenia’s PACE’s autumn session, which begannot clearly explained motives for National Assembly must not become a
membership commitments to the orga-its work in Strasbourg on Monday. Torosian’s removal. governmentappendage,” said the former
nization. Contrary to expectations, the Moni- Torosian tendered his resignation deputy prime minister.

The Monitoring Committee of the toring Committee did not discuss the on September 16, citing unspecified “in- Members of the parliament’s tiny
Council of Europe Parliamentary As- issue in detail when it last met in Paris onsurmountable differences” with the opposition minority countered, however,
sembly (PACE) was due to discuss September 11. The committee was ex-Sarkisian administration. It was for- that Abrahamian’s election only strength-
Yerevan's compliance with PACE reso- pected to look into Hammarberg’s re- mally accepted by the government-con-ened the parliament’s image of a rubber-
lutions demanding the immediate releaseport on Tuesday. trolled parliament on Friday. stamp body that rarely challenges the
of all opposition members arrested on “The Commissioner wishes to un- Predictably, 110 of the 131 mem- executive branch. “The National As-
“seemingly artificial and politically moti-  derline thatitis unacceptable to continuebers of the assembly voted for sembly has become an exclusive club
vated charges.” The resolutions, adoptedo hold in detention or to convict - even Abrahamian’s candidacy. whose members are busy protecting
in April and June, also urged the Arme- to non-custodial sentences - anyone Sarkisian swiftly congratulated their parochial interests,” said Larisa
nian authorities to restore civil liberties solely because of their political beliefs or Abrahamian in a message released by hig\laverdian, a member of the opposition
and allow anindependentinquiry into the non-violent activities,” reads the reports office. “I am confident that your activi- Zharangutyun faction.

Armenian Parliament Elects New Speaker

The National Assembly elected
Hovik Abrahamian, a key member of
Armenia’s leadership, as its new speakel
on Monday, in a move engineered by
President Serzh Sarkisian and his Re;
publican Party (HHK) months ago.

post-election unrest. based on Hammarberg’s July fact-find- ties in the post of chairman of the Na- Abrahamian, 50, served as chief of

Visiting Yerevanin late July, PACE ing trip to Armenia. tional Assembly will be aimed at deepen- Sarkisian’s staff until his victory in an
President Lluis Maria de Puig warned Hammarberg said he is “particu- ing the ongoing reforms in the Republic August parliamentary by-election in a
that Armenia’s continued membership larly concerned” about the fate of sevenof Armenia,” he said. constituency in southern Armeniawhere
in the Strasbourg-based watchdog will prominent opposition figures, among In his acceptance speech pepperede and his family have extensive busi-
be at serious risk if the authorities fail to them three members of the Armenianwith citations from Abraham Lincoln, ness interests. He took over the presi-
free all political prisoners by next Octo- Abrahamian thanked Sarkisian for the

ber. Only a handful of oppositionists Continuedonpage4 “trust” and pledged to boost the Continued on page 3
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Solidarity As A Tool Against Suppression

By Toros Sarian will continue so long as the economic, Armenians living in thg
political and social situation in Arme- Westregarding the R¢
The 17th Anniversary of the re- Nnian shows no sign ofimproving and is gime has resulted i
public of Armenian has been recently unable to offer a secure future. fewer donations.
celebrated, a special day certainly for It cannot be denied that the cause However a ne
all people in the Republic and also in for this exodus of people is partly due source of finance hg
the Diaspora. This year has also seerO the endemic injustice and undemo-been found by thgg
events taking place in Armenia and in cratic policies of the ruling parties. state. The governmef
the region with developments which The people sacrificed a great deal inunder Serzh Sarkisi
give reason for worry and to pose order to live in an Independent and receives most of itg
many questions. The inner political Democratic country, but they were material and politica
situation remains tense since the ma-Jbetrayed and the remaining Armenian support from the Ar
nipulated presidential elections and thePopulation are at the mercy of cynical, menian Diaspora i
violent reaction of the state to the arrogant and violent rulers. Russia. This depenmt
subsequent protest movement. The It will be of no surprise to hear dency also reflected on
unexpected outbreak of the Georgian-that this Regime responsible for indi- the political level. Following the resig- try, through currency transfers and
Russian conflict has created a totally rectly expelling so many are also so nation of Vartan Oskanian’s, who more supporting relatives, are unable to
new situation in the Region. The secretadamant to ensure that these Arme-or less represented the Diaspora in thewield any influence or have their
meetings in Switzerland and the invita- Nians can not vote. Citizens are eitherGovernment, the regime decided toopinions listened to.
tion to the Turkish President to visit intimidated, bribed or threatened to form a Ministry responsible for the For the present Regime in
Yerevan has started some movementote for the ruling parties and those Diaspora. This measure seems on thererevan this situation is advanta-
in the relationship between the Arme- Who have yetto given up hope and stillsurface a welcome gesture from geous as they fear the solidarity of
nian Republic and Turkey. How the campaign for Justice and DemocracyYerevan to accommodate Diasporathe Diaspora with the democratic
situation develops is hard to predict asare suppressed. The fate of the Re-demands. However, this ministry has opposition movement more than any
many players are vying for position. public is directed by politicians who the sole function of placating the criticism from Washington and Brus-
For sure is that the government in have no legitimacy. To expect that the Diaspora and using any contact andsels. This Solidarity Movement is of
Yerevan can only wait for and react to wishes and interests of the Diasporacooperationto try and influence Arme- vital importance and must be sup-
initiatives stemming from Russia, Tur- are taken into accountin policy formu- nians abroad and win support for theported and grow in strength, as it
key or the US. Directly bordering on lation by thisregime isillusionary. The Government’s political direction. can lead to real bonding between the
the permanent crisis region Middle ARF (Dashnaktsutyun) which has been The Armenian Diaspora has been Armenian-Diaspora and the Arme-
East, the South-Caucuses is itself ain the governmentfor the last ten yearsgrowing rapidly over the last few de- nian population. It will also produce
dangerous pot waiting to explode has been unable to ensure that thecades, especially in the West, but de-power and energy for the Demo-
In view of the dramatically interests of the Diaspora have beenspite itsnumbers and potential finan- cratic Movement in Armenia which
changing regional situation the re- taken into consideration. In this con- cial muscle the Diaspora has beenis the unifying force for the Diaspora
sponses of the Armenians in the Nection one cannot forget the Foreignunable to gain any significant politi- and the normal citizen of the Repub-
Diaspora need to be analyzed. In theMinister who came from the ranks of calinfluence. Armenians abroad havelic. Concrete examples of Solidarity
past decades noticeable changes hav#he Diaspora and was showered withbeen reduced to mere spectators ofare the collection of donations for
been taking place. The traditional Ar- praise although he actually achievedan Armenian political travesty. They political prisoners and their families.
menian Communities in Lebanon, Syria Very little. During his period of office read of the developments in Armenia |t is not just the size of the donation
and Iran have been declining due to thethe two Armenian-Diaspora confer- and in the Region and are concernedbut also the number of donors.
deteriorating political and economic ences served merely as a vehicle forabout the situation but despite their 60,000 donations of 1 dollar says
situation. More and more Armenians creating the illusion that their interests importance economically to the coun- more than 60 of 1000 dollar.
have been leaving the region to makewere being taken seriously.

their future in Western Europe or North Inreality it was, and still is, more i
o T L TeSIen SUroPe 0T 0T do with mobilizing the financial O OCE Deplores Freeze OnArmenian TV Tenders

entirely different environment has resources ofthe Diaspora-Armeniathan
greeted them. In Lebanon, Syria andlistening to the Diaspora. The massive
Iran they had been able to retain ansums of money which have flowed

A senior official from the Orga- digital broadcasting. Digitalization
nization for Security and Cooperation should not be allowed to reduce diver-
! i ait : .~ urged the Armenian authorities on Fri- sity and plurality or preserve a lack
Armenian national, cultural and reli- into Armenia from abroad have not just day to repeal legal amendments thatthereof. If the broadcasting landscape
gious identity and independence an.dhel_ped in reducing material Short""ges'prolonged a de facto ban on thein a country is not sufficiently plural-
had established their own strong Insti- This flow of foreign currency pro- country’s main independent TV sta- istic and diverse, it would be appropri-
tutions. Moreover the danger of as- vided another financial base on which i, ¢t ot east two more years. ate to delay digitalization and under-
similation in the Islamic states of the the Oligarchy was founded. Also those Under government-drafted take other reforms first,” added
Middle East was very small whichisin I the government who succeeded in, o yments approved by the Arme-Haraszti.
stark contrast to the situation in West- 0btaining suitable positions saw this ;. parliament earlier this month, the Al+ lost its broadcasting fre-

ern Europe and North America. In flow (I)fforeltgn currency afs_awelcon;\e National Commission on Television quency in a supposedly competitive
these regions assimilation is a way of SUPP emeﬂ ar;l{tzourr(]:e 0 m;:gme.l Mand Radio (NCTR) is not allowed to tender that was won by a pro-govern-
life and only in a few places is it €conomynas fitte Chance of eVeIop-y,, 4 fresh tenders for broadcasting ment media outlet. Its numerous at-
possible to find strong Armenian na- ing when controlled by a small class of ;.o <o il July 2010. tempts to win another frequency have

tional-cultural structures. _ t(;llgarclhs atr;]d polr:tlmans t_enr.lchr:ngh The government says the mea-been blocked by the government-con-
Since the fall of the Soviet Union th€mMSEIVeES through corruption; Which ¢ o is necessary for expediting trolled NCTR since then.

the Diaspora has increased rapidly in€nsures a comfortable life for the re- » 0 ia s transition to mandatory digi- In a largely symbolic verdict, the
numbers. Due to the war in Mountain- cipients but cripples the country. broadcasting by 2012. But govern- European Court of Human Rights last
ous Karabakh, the ethnic cleansing in Itis beyond debate that the readi- o ¢ jtics pelieve its real purpose is June fined the Armenian government
Azerbaijan, the serious earthquakes inn€ss of the Diaspora to give financial ;o4 off renewed Western pressure20,000 euros ($30,000) for the ban
December 1988, the collapse in theaid is partly responsible for the ex- ¢, o reopening of Al+, the only and said the NCTR’s consistent rejec-
Armenian economy, the Turkish and treme corruption and nepotism which 1 7v/ channel that had regularly tion of A1+ applications violated the

Azerbaijani blockade and the anti-Ar- has since developed .These consey; .q citicism of the government be- European Convention on Human

menian stance of Georgia hundreds ofquenctes(,j E/)vetrr(]e r(;enher Kj\tendt(;d Inorfore being pulled off the air in 2002. Rights. The Strasbourg-based court
thousands of Armenians have fled to €xpected by the donors. INevertneless, Miklos Haraszti, the OSCE rep- stopped short of explicitly ordering the

Russia, Western Europe and North!O blindly trust a state which is in the o so i ative on freedom of the media, Armenian authorities to allow AL+ to
America. In the Metropolitan areas of hands of corrupt politicians is nothing questioned the official rationale resume broadcasts, though.
all these regions and countries Arme-Short of supporting state aided Corup-¢, - yne move in a letter to President Haraszti said the freeze on issu-

nian refugees are trying to start newtion. Nonetheless lessons have beerg, ;) o yisian released by his office.ing broadcasting licenses runs
lives. Moreover, this migratory trend 1€arned and the growing scepticism Of“Bycutting off any potential applicant counter to the court ruling. The

broadcasters from entering the marketVienna-based official also pointed to
until 2010, the limited pluralism in arecentresolution by the Parliamen-
Armenia’s broadcasting sector will be tary Assembly of the Council of Eu-

www.HayastanInfo.net

: _ : _ further diminished,” he said. rope that urged Armenia to “ensure
Armeman EngIISh German "A moratorium on new licenses an open, fair and transparent licens-
NeWS ; |nf0rmation : Comments for analogue transmission should noting procedure” and allow Al+ to

be the first step in the transition to apply for a new license.
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The Typical Profile of the Politically Persecuted UAF’s 149th Airlift
Delivers Over $4 Million

By Tigran Paskevichyan Armenian National Movement (ANM). of Aid to Armenia

Hetqonline For the most part, those organizations
who share the same fate of being
Today in Armenia there are over persecuted as the ANM are derived
one hundred individuals who are being from that party. Such is the case with
politically persecuted in one form or the “Ayintrank” Initiative, the “Armat”
another. This hounding of people for Center and the Defenders of the Land
their political beliefs started after the Union. The Republic Party can also be
February 19th presidential elections. said to have derived from the ANM if
In order not to distinguish between we don’t take into account the unique
those incarcerated and those beingconditions of its creation. The excep-
pursued it is possible to employ the tion is “Nor Zhamanakner” (New
term “politically persecuted”, espe- Times) as it has no ties to the ANM.
cially since for the most part it also With the exception of one or
characterizes those individuals who two, the charges levied against the
are persecuted not for their political political players representing the first
actions but for the positions they take group are essentially the same and
as citizens. unprovable. The authorities, with this
The politically persecuted can be long-term prospectin sight, have come Hrair Hovaguimian ($108,000); Fund
divided into 4 main groupings. 1) Mem- up with a publicity stunt with which for Armenian Relief ($85,000); Prelacy
bers of organizations grouped aroundthey try to prove that the leading forces when it came to choosing individuals ofthe Armenian Church-East ($80,000);
opposition presidential candidate Levon of the Movement, being former offi- belonging to the third group (rank and Dr. Vahe Karacholu ($60,000); Dr. Hrair
Ter-Petrosyan 2) individuals who cials or deputies, have tried to takefile demonstrators). In this case too Garabedian ($49,000); Armenian Mis-
played an active role on election day; over the reins of power through a the overriding interest wasn’t any so- sionary Association of America
managers of campaign headquartersoup. The selection was done in suchcalled struggle for the rule of law but ($47,000) and Diocese of the Armenian
and proxies 3) rank and file demon- a way that included in the ranks of the for publicity. This group includes Vahe Church-East ($45,000).
strators 4) others. politically persecuted are the former Ghazaryan ( the son of Romen Also contributing supplies to this
This is not arough classification. Prime Minister Aram Sargsyan, former Ghazaryan, Chief of the Presidential airlift were: A.P.A.E.F.A (Association
In certain cases those belonging to oneMinisters Alexandra Arzumanyan, Guard for Levon Ter-Petrosyan), Perreuxienne d’Amities et d’Entraide
group can show up in another as well. Smbat Ayvazyan, Souren AbrahamyanSouren Sirounyan (a member of theFranco-Armeniennes of France
Take Petros Makeyan for example. and others, former mayors, district Guard for Internal Affairs Minister ($37,000); Hershey Medical Center
Taking the motives of his arrest and leaders and high ranking police offi- Vano Siradeghyan), Sirounyan’s ($31,000); Dr. Stephen Kashian

GLENDALE -- The United Arme-
nian Fund’'s 149th airlift arrived in
Yerevan on September 27, delivering
over $4 million of humanitarian assis-
tance. The UAF itself collected over $2
million of medicines and medical sup-
plies for this flight, donated by
AmeriCares ($1.6 million) and the Catho-
lic Medical Mission Board ($793,000).
Other organizations which contributed
goods for this airlift were: Boston Uni-
versity Medical School/Dr. Aram
Chobanian ($721,000); The Armenian
EyeCare Project ($343,000); Dr. Mary
Alani/Focus Armenia ($114,000); Dr.

trial into consideration he can be placedcials. brother and Vardan Ghavalbabunts,($21,000); Armenian Technology Group
into the third grouping but he actually The objective of the political Vano Siradeghyan’s chauffeur. ($20,000); Shushi School of Music
represents the first given that he is thehounding of working Deputies in the By singling out these individuals ($18,000); Dr. Nishan Goudsouzian

President of the “Democratic Father- National = Assembly (Sasoun from the tens of thousands of protest-($18,000) and University of Connecti-

land Party”. There are also many par-Mikayelyan, Myasnik Malkhasyan, ors and by making false accusationscut ($17,000). Since its inception in

allels in the second and third group- Hakob Hakobyan and Khachatur against them the regime wished to 1989, the UAF has sent $535 million of
ings. People who serves as proxies orSukiasyan) was to avert the collapseshow the public that these former humanitarian assistance to Armenia on
election day were arrested and chargedhat had already started in the Nationalofficials who were absent from the board 149 airlifts and 1,609 sea contain-
with being rank and file protestors. Assembly. If Mikayelyan, Malkhasyan Armenian scene for so many yearsers.

For example, Tigran Baghdasaryan,and Hakobyan hadn’t been National were influencing the state of affairs The UAF is the collective effort of
Aram Bareghamyan, Khachik Assembly Deputies they would prob- through these coercive methods. Lawthe Armenian Assembly of America,
Simonyan and others. ably be free today and the persecutionenforcement, in order to substantiate Armenian General Benevolent Union,

Gagik Jhangiryanisthe mainrep- of Khachatur Sukiasyan would have the influence wielded by Vano Armenian Missionary Association of
resentative of the fourth group of so- been limited to economic penalties. Siradeghyan, had earlier resorted toAmerica, Armenian Relief Society, Dio-
called “others”. The prime reason for The classification of the second making an absurd move. This was to cese ofthe Armenian Church of America,
their persecution doesn’t fall within and third groups of the politically per- arrest Seryozha Siradeghyan, the 73Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
the other three groups. One can statesecuted is rather complex since, asyear-old brother of the former Minis- Church of Americaand The Lincy Foun-
that the reason for Jhangiryan’s invol- I've already stated, many with the ter of Internal Affairs and Yurik dation.
untary isolation is connected more to attributes of being campaign managersMamyan, his sister’s husband for al- For more information, contact the
October 27th than to the incidents of and proxies were charged with so-legedly possessing weapons and amUAF office at 1101 North Pacific Av-
February-March 2008. called mass disturbances, resistingmunition. enue, Suite 204, Glendale, CA 91202 or

In this group are also those per- police officers and other such actions. The charges levied in all four call (818) 241-8900.
secuted on familial grounds - Isahak Here too there are many ANM mem- groups are so contrived and baseless - }
Malkhasyan (the brother of Myasnik bers and Defenders of the Land peoplethat any one of the accused could be Armenian Parliament
Malkhasyan), Vardan Jhangiryan (the Typical representatives of the secondsubstituted by anyone on the outside
brother of Gagik Jhangiryan). Also in group are Petros Makeyan, Shotaand not so jailed. Elects New Speaker
the fourth group is Anoush Ghavalyan, Saghatelyan and Ashot Zakaryan who In reality, by not being able to Continuedfrompage 1
the Pizza Di Roma employee. She wasattempted to prevent election fraud in isolate all the participants of the Move-
arrested solely in order to get her to Gyumri. There’'s Harutyun Urutyan, ment (numbering in the hundreds of dential administration last April after
testify against Khachatur Soukiasyan.who tried to prevent fraud in Maralik. thousands) or its principal leader and managing Sarkisian’s presidential elec-

Even though there are more than Sofya Kalantaryan is another. She gotorganizer, Levon Ter-Petrosyan, havetjon campaign in his capacity as deputy
twenty parties and NGO's in the move- hit with an administrative penalty for tried to put together a mosaic picture prime minister. He was also the HHK’s
ment headed by Levon Ter-Petrosyan,working against election fraud in of sorts. Thus, the average individual campaign manager in the May 2007
chiefly included in the first group are Vanadzor. There’s Housik subjected to political persecution is a parliamentary elections.
representatives of the Armenian Na-Baghdasaryan who was sentenced irmale between the age of 40-50. He was The Armenian opposition has de-
tional Movement, the Republic Party, Masis for illegal arms possession andinvolved in the Karabakh movement nounced both elections as fraudulent,
Democratic Fatherland Party, the Hovhannes Harutyunyanwho was sen-and in the early days of national build- saying that Abrahamian was a key archi-
“AyIntrank” (Alternative) Civic Initia-  tenced forthe same violation in Arabkir. ing. He was a higher education andtect of serious falsifications which it
tive, the “Armat” Center and those in Essentially, Karapet Roubinyan, state governance experience on a varisays allowed the HHK and its leader to
the “Yerkrapah” (Defenders of the Aram Manoukyan and Ashot ety of levels. Most likely, he actively win the polls. Opposition leaders also
Land) ranks. Manoukyan are being pursued for the participated in the Karabakh War. At frequently depict Abrahamian as a quasi-

In this way, the regime attempts same reason even though the motivene point he resigned from his former criminal figure, heavily exploiting his
to convey to the society here at home,for the pursuit or the charges alreadyposition and refused to cooperate with«pmyk” (Mouse) nickname.
and why not, to international bodies, levied against the arrested not alwaysthe illegitimate authorities. He feels the In a recent newspaper interview
that what's involved here isn’'t a pan- are connected to their activities during danger threatening the nation and isdesigned to polish his controversial im-
national movement but rather a so-the electoral process. ready to struggle in the name of free- age, Abrahamian for the first time pub-
called attempt to regain power by the The authorities were pretty picky dom, justice and political liberties. licly explained the nickname’s origin. He

. These are attributes, whether takensaid it dates back to his childhood and
WWW.maSSISweek|y.C0m individually or collectively, that char- should therefore not be construed as
Updated every Friday

acterize both Levon Ter-Petrosyan andproof of his alleged underworld connec-
those participating in the Movement. tjons.
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Professor Terian To Be Honored
At A Reception On October 10th

New Rochelle, NY - Professor
Abraham Terian will be honored at a
reception in New York on the occasion
of his retirement from St. Nersess Ar-
menian Seminary, and in recognition of
his manifold contributions to the Arme-
nian Church. The reception is being
hosted by Abp. Khajag Barsamian in his
dual roles as Primate of the Eastern
Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America and President of the Board of
Directors of St. Nersess Seminary. It
will take place on Friday, October 10,
2008 at 7PM in the Haig and Alice
Kavookjian Hall of the Armenian Dio-
cese at 630 Second Avenue, New York,
NY.

From Jerusalem to New York

Dr. Terian has served as Aca-
demic Dean and Professor of Armenian
Patristics at the Seminary for 11 years.
He grew up in the Armenian compound i
of St. James in Jerusalem, where hd€d by the Armenians.
received his early education. For six The second of Terian's books to
years he was a professional tour-guidebe released is Macarlus of Jgrusalem
throughout the Holy Land. In additionto L&tter to the Armenians. In this book,
a Bachelor's degree in history and bibli- Which has already attracted interna-
cal languages and a Master's degree irfional attention a year before its publi-
archaeology and history of antiquity, he catlon,. Terian identifies the author of
holds a Doctorate in Theology from the the brief letter as the early fourth-

University of Basel, Switzerland, spe- C€Ntury Bishop Macarius of Jerusa-
cializing in Early Christianity and its €M, making this the oldest surviving

Jewish and Hellenistic backgrounds.  Writing pertaining to the history of the

Prolific Scholar and Author Armenian Church. _ ,

Before coming to St. Nersess in “There is no doubt in my mind
1997, Dr. Terian was Professor of that this work will be Terian’s most
Intertestamental and Early Christian Lit- IMmPortant contribution to Christian
eratures for twenty years at various Scholarship to date,” said V. Rev. Dr.
universities in the US and abroad and for2aniel Findikyan, Dean and Professor
four years a recurring Visiting Professor ©f Liturgical Studies at St. Nersess

Professor Abraham Terian

for both Classical Armenian and Helle- S€minary, and a friend and colleague|,tjo s

nistic Judaism at the University of Chj- Of Terian. “The importance of this

cago. He is an internationally recognized WOk not only for Armenian Studies,
scholar in these fields. but for the early history of the Eucha-

Prof. Matthew Jendian Authors New Book
OnArmenian-Americans

FRESNO - After many years of
study, research, guidance, and reflec
tion on the issues of assimilation and
ethnicity pertaining to Armenian-Ameri-
cans, Dr. Matthew Ari Jendian’s book,
Becoming American, Remaining Ethnic:
The Case of Armenian-Americans in [
Central California, is being released by |
LFB Scholarly Publishing and is now ==i
available for purchase. '

Jendian provides a snapshot of the
oldest Armenian community in the west-
ern United States. Hiswork explores thet
processes of assimilation and ethnicity ﬂ
across four generations and examinesae
forms of ethnic identity and intermar-
riage. He examines four sub processe$

HMEW AMERICAMNTE

Maribre A. Jewadian

discount.)

“For the insights regarding
ethnicity and ethnic identity, | am intel-
lectually indebted to Anny Bakalian, Ri-
chard Alba, Milton Gordon, and Herbert
Gans, and | appreciate the support | have
had from so many people, including the
294 men and women of Armenian de-
scent in Central California who partici-
pated in the study by returning the
completed surveys, to bring this publi-
of assimilation—cultural, structural, cation to fruition,” said Jendian.
marital, and identificational—for pat- The book is part of a series, titled
terns of change (assimilation) and per-«“The New Americans” and edited by
sistence (ethnicity). Findings demon- steven J. Gold and Ruben G. Rumbaut,
strate the co-existence of aSSimiIationwhich explores recent immigration and
and ethn|C|ty He offers assimilation and related Changesin American Society from
the retention of etthIty as two, some- a Variety of disciplinary perspectives_
what independent, processes. Assimi-Together the books in this series help us

not a unilinear or zero-sum ynderstand how immigration is chang-
phenomenon, butrather multidimensionaljng the United States.

and multidirectional. Future research Matthew A. Jendian is Associate
must understand the forms ethnicity professor of Sociology and Director of

Dr. Matthew Jendian

In 2005 Dr. Terian became the fistand other sacraments of the churchyayes for different generations of differ- the American Humanics Nonprofit Ad-

first recipient of the Fulbright Distin- C€anhardly be overestimated,” Findikyan

guished Chair in the Humanities award, a
granted by the US Council for Interna- ) ] ]
tional Exchange of Scholars (CIES) and On the occasion of his retirement

the US-Israel Educational Foundation ffom full-time teaching, Terian will be
(US-IEF). As a Fulbright Scholar, he granted the title, “Emeritus Professor of

was a visiting professor at the Hebrew Armenian Theology and Patristics” by the

University of Jerusalem in 2006.
Terian has published six books an

nearly a hundred articles in historical, > ) C
philological, and literary periodicals and m_|Iestone. Also prese_ntwnl be_Dr. Terla}n S
monographs. wife, Dr. Sara Karkkainen Terian, aretired

Most Important Contbution to Professor of Sociology, who recently com-

Christian Scholarship

At the evening in his honor, his
two most recent books will officially
be released. Just published by the pres
tigious Oxford University Press is The
Armenian Gospel of the Infancy: With
Three Early Versions of the
Protoevangelion of James. This book
contains the first English translation of
a famous, ancient collection of leg-
ends and traditions concerning Jesus
childhood as preserved and transmit-636-2003.

dded.
Professor Emeritus

g from prestigious universities, clergy, and

Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America, entitled, “Hidden Treasure: The

Armenian Apostolic Church in America

Its Constituents.”
The reception is free and open to
the public. Those wishing to attend are

Mark Your Calendar

Sunday, October 5, 2008 2:30 PM — Chookasian Armenign
Ensemble “Armenian Music Lecture & Mini-Concert”

Ararat Eskijian Museum 15105 Mission Hills, CA. For res. &
info Maggie: (818) 838-4862

*kkkkkk

Saturday, November 8, 2008: St. Peter Armenian Apostolic Church 50t
Anniversary Dinner and Celebration to be held at the Nazarian Cente
of the AGBU Manoogian Demirdjian School in Canoga Park- 6:00 p.m

—

St. Nersess Board of Directors. Colleaguesyers received by December 1, 2008 withy,

| students will be present to celebrate this

pleted a comprehensive qualitative socio-
logical study commissioned by the Eastern

ent groups while examining patterns of minjstration Program at California State
change and persistence for the fourthynjversity, Fresno (Ph.D., University of
generation and beyond. (http:// 5. California). He teaches courses on
www.lfbscholarly.com/ racelethnicity, terrorism and genocide,
new_amertricans/ gocalissues, public policy, and advo-
]endlan_3226l8htm, 226 pages. ISBN cacy. He was honored in “Menk,” an
9781593322618. $65 Case bound, Or'encyclopedia of biographies of promi_

ent scholars of Armenian origins. This
coupon code (FCAOQ8) will receive 20% is his first book.

Council Of Europe Official Again Slams Yerevan
Continued from page 1 Hammarberg said the fact that the
prosecutors were told to collect infor-
parliament, remaining in pre-trial deten- mation on opposition supporters, rather
tion on charges of plotting to overthrow than specific acts, “raises questions about
the government in the wake of the Feb-the nature and the intent of the investiga-

(Eastern Diocese) as seen by a Sample dbary 19 presidential election. “The tion.”

Commissioner’s concern is exacerbated The Council of Europe official at
by the fact that in several of those casesthe same time praised the authorities in
the relevant court ordered further two- Yerevan for seemingly accepting his

asked to R.S.V.P. by contact St. Nersesdnonth extensions as recently as earlyproposal to set up an independent body
Seminary at: info@stnersess.edu or 914-September 2008, he said.

tasked with investigating circumstances
Hammarberg also questioned theof the March 1 clashes that left ten
credibility of these and other grave accu-people dead. “The establishment of a
sations that have underpinned the Arme-group of experts tasked with carrying
nian government's post-election crack- out a comprehensive, independent, im-
down on the opposition. He cited a partial, transparentinquiry, which would
controversial directive that was issued be perceived as credible by the whole
by the head of Armenia’s Special Inves- population of Armenia, appears to be
tigative Service, Andranik Mirzoyan, in within reach,” he said.
March and subsequently made public by A senior pro-government lawmaker
the opposition. Mirzoyan ordered re- said last week that the government camp
gional prosecutors to round up local and the opposition will be equally repre-
participants of the post-election rallies in sented in the body. International experts
Yerevan, wiretap their phones and inter-will also participate in the inquiry, he
rogate their neighbors. said.
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