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JANSEZIAN LAW FIRM, PC

If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!

225 South Lake Avenue, Third Floor, Pasadena, California 91101

Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

Hazareth V. Jansezlan, Esg.
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Russia Says Karabakh Peace In Sight Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch Repeats U.S.
Concerns About Armenia Detainees

YEREVAN -- The United States
remains seriously concerned about the
continuing imprisonment of Armenian
opposition members and expects the
authorities in Yerevan to close the
controversial criminal cases against
them, a senior U.S. diplomat said on

Russia expects the presidents of
Armenia and Azerbaijan to meet again
shortly after next week's Azerbaijani
presidential election and reach a frame
work peace agreement on Nagorno-
Karabakh, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov said in a newspaper inter-
view published on Tuesday.

He stressed the importance of a Thursday.
Nagorno-Karabakh settlement and the| “We would urge the government
Inc;_rmallfzatl';\)n of 'I_'u,rklsh-Ar_rt'nem:;n re- Russian Foreign Minister to take acglon_to close th((ejse casesina 1
ations for Armenia’s security and €co- geqei| avrov manngr”t at is open and transparent; g bocoo g0 0 Armenia
nomic development. and fair,” said Marie Yovanovitch, the '\, o vovanovitch

“There remain two or three unre- viewed by a “Rossiiskaya Gazeta” re- recently appointed U.S. ambassador to
solved issues which need to be agreegorterlate lastweek as he flewto YerevanArmenia. She said the governmentsons. “That is a cause of great con-
upon at the next meetings of the presi-to meet with Armenia’s President Serzh should differentiate between those in-cern, and it's a concern that we have
dents of Armeniaand Azerbaijan,” Lavrov Sarkisian and Foreign Minister Eduard dividuals who “exercised their political certainly shared with the government,”
told the “Rossiiskaya Gazeta” daily. “Our Nalbandian. After the talks with rights” during and after the disputed she said. “It's a concern that we have
understanding is that such meetings willNalbandian he sounded cautiously opti- February 19 presidential election andalso shared more publicly.”
take place shortly after the forthcoming mistic about prospects for a break- those who engaged in violence. The ambassador did not name
[October 15] presidential elections in through in the Karabakh peace process. Most of the more than 70 jailed any of the jailed oppositionists are
Azerbaijan.” However, atop aide to Azerbaijani supporters of opposition leader Levon regarded as political prisoners by the

“As one of three mediators, we President llham Aliev, struck a cautious Ter-Petrosian are standing trial or haveU.S. The existence of such prisoners,
have a sense that a denouementis quiteote as he commented on Lavrov's already been sentenced on chargealso recognized by the Council of Eu-
real,” he said, adding that the two otherupbeat statements in Yerevan. “Major mainly stemming from the deadly post- rope and other international bodies,
mediating powers, the United Statesissues have not been agreed upon,’election clashes in Yerevan. The mosthas soured U.S.-Armenian relations,
and France, also see a “very realNovruz Mammadov toldthe Azerbaijani prominent of the detainees, amongleading Washington to effectively freeze

chance” of aresolution of the Karabakh Trend news agency. them three members of parliament, additional economic assistance to Ar-
conflict. According to Lavrov, Armenia have yet to go on trial. menia administered by the U.S. Millen-
The mediators have been trying should be keenly interested in a Karabakh According to Yovanovitch, the nium Challenge Corporation (MCC).

to get the conflicting parties to accept settlement in the wake of the crisis in U.S. continues to believe that at leastThe MCC board declined to unblock
the basic principles of Karabakh peaceneighboring Georgia which he said ex- some of these oppositionists were ar-the assistance when it again discussed
that were formally put forward by them posed “the vulnerability of its position” rested and prosecuted for political rea-the matter last month.

in November 2007. Senior French, Rus-and highlighted the importance of having

sian and U.S. diplomats co-chairing thean open border with Turkey. “Armenia | Armenia. U.S. Conclude Full Open-Skies Agreemem
OSCE Minsk Group discussed the pos-has huge difficulties communicating with ’

summit during the most recent talks fundamental interests of the Armenian|ayiation accord between the two countries, announced the U.S. Secretary of
with the Armenian and Azerbaijani for- people to unblock this situation as soon| Transportation.

eign ministers held in New York late last as possible. _ "With this agreement, Armenia becomes the 94th U.S. Open-$kies
month. _ _ _ ‘ltreally has few geographic and |partner,” Secretary Mary E. Peters said.
Lavrov said the future of Lachin political options. As soon as the Nagorno- Open-Skies refers to a bilateral (and sometimes multilateral) Air Transport

corridor, which provides for the short- Karabakh settlement becomes a factj Agreement which liberalizes the rules for international aviation markets and
est overland link between Armenia and Turkey will be ready to help Armenia |minimizes government intervention - the provisions apply to passenge]r, all-
Karabakh, is now the main stumbling forge normallinks withthe outside world, |cargo and combination air transportation and encompass both scheduled and

block in the peace talks. He did not naturally through the establishment of | charter services; or adjusts the regime under which military and other|state-
elaborate. diplomatic relations between Ankaraand|pased flights may be permitted.

The Russian minister was inter- Yerevan.”

: — Fire Destroys Major Part Of Armenian Evangelical
Armenia Ends Irag Mission Church In Baghdad

Armenia ended its modest mili- came to power in October 2007, BAGHDAD, IRAQ -- A major
tary presence in Irag on Tuesday, pledged a quick withdrawal from Iraq part of the Armenian Evangelical
citing improved security and the ongo- during his election campaign. Church building in Baghdad, Iraq was
ing withdrawal of a much larger Polish Also, in July the U.S.-led forces destroyed due to military action in the
army contingent that has supervisedhanded over to the Iraqis security con-area.

Armenian troops deployed in the war- trol of Diwaniyah, which has seen On Sunday, September 28, 2008
torn country. occasional outbursts of intense Shiitewhen the Iragi police confronted a

The 46 sappers, military doctors infighting. The move reflected the im- group of terrorists near the Armenian
and other non-combat personnel returnecproved security situation in the area Evangelical Churchin Baghdad. Heavy
home on board a U.S. military transport south of Baghdad. weapons fire struck the church build-

plane nearly four years after Armenia The Armenian government had jng and, as a result, the entire S€CON®0c0nd floor of the Armenian Evangeli-

joined the U.S.-led occupying force in decided to send troops to Iraq despitéfioor was engulfed in flames. The cal Church in Baghdad engulfed in
Iraq. They and dozens of other Arme- strong domestic opposition resulting church guard and neighbors tried t0fames

nian servicemen have served there orfrom concerns about the security of extinguish the fire but were not able as
six-month tours of duty as part of a the country’s small Armenian commu- the fire spread rapidly. The firemen The Armenian Evangelical
Polish-led multinational divisiondeployed nity. The deployment reflected were delayed because the streets leadchurch in Baghdad, Iraq was estab-
inthe Shia-populated central province of Armenia’s growing military ties with jng to the church were closed. When lished during the war and it provided
Diwaniyah. the United States. the firemen were finally able to reach spiritual relief and hope for a striving
NATO member Poland began Armenia has lost no soldiers and the building, the fire had consumed Armeniancommunity in Baghdad. Over
pulling its 900 troops out of Iraq last seen only one serviceman seriouslythree Sunday school classrooms, the250 parishioners each Sunday come to
week and is due to complete the pro-wounded in Iraq. Lieutenant Georgi management office, and most of thechurch to worship God. The church
cess by the end of this month. PolishNalbandian had one of its leg ampu-fyrniture including computers and other @lso has an active Sunday school and
Prime Minister Donald Tusk, who tated as a result. equipment. youth group.
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ACNIS Explores The Prospects Of

) , _ Diplomacy For Flies
Armenian-Turkish Relations

By James Hakobyan the mediators, publicly Armenia does

1 '- nothing to create a basis for discussion
' Adiscourse is underway whether and to establish a debate. Instead, sur-
Turkey can be a mediator of the prisingly, directly or indirectly, inten-
Karabakh conflict or not. Those who tionally or unintentionally, Yerevan
think that Turkey should not prevail in favors the discourse on the Turkish
number. Certainly, Serge Sargsyanparticipation. And the society and the
stated in America that Turkey does notpolitical thought caught the lure the
become a mediator but a helper, andorigin of which we will consider un-
Armenia commends any help. How- known for the time being, and is ac-
ever, perhaps one needs a peculiatively discussing whether Turkey
knowledge of the Armenian language should be involved in the process of
to explain the difference between asettlement. This is already the retreat
mediator and a helper in settlement.of the Armenian side. By saying the
They do differ, of course, but it is Armenian side we should not only
cal figures, NGO rep necessary to explain how essential thatmean the Armenian government but
resentatives, members difference is. Otherwise, the joke the entire society and political thought,
of the press, as well as a group ofkey,”Salurnoted, also adding thatthroughcomes to one’s mind when a buyer because the retreat of the government
students and teaching staff from serious discussions regarding the talksasks the farmer on the marketplacehad happened earlier, when Serge
Istanbul’s Bilgi and Fatih Universities with the European Union, a new type of how much the chili pepper is. The Sargsyan who had expressed his will-
who are visiting Yerevan on the invita- history writing is emerging in Turkey. farmer says it is not chili, it is honey. ingness for retreat as minister of de-
tion of the Civil Society Institute. According to the speaker, this new type The customer asks why he has writtenfense became president.

Welcoming the audience with is more tolerant toward others and—chili. “It is for the flies,” the farmer It is possible, as the ex-foreign
opening remarks, ACNIS research albeit difficult to be accepted by a large says. minister Vardan Oskanyan says, that
coordinator Syuzanna Barseghian un-part of the public—even accepting of Perhaps the problem is not that Serge Sargsyan got certain guaran-
derscored the imperative of reachingothers as equal citizens, “and historyTurkey becomes a mediator, or atees, knows something to take that
new agreements, based on mutual inwriting is evolving toward that end,” helper, but perhaps that the notions,step, and fosters the increase of the
terests, toward normalizing Armenian- Salur argued. the topic of the settlement of the Turkish influence on the settlement.
Turkish relations. “Our current rela- The day’s final speaker, Ambassa- Karabakh conflict change. Logically, However, the problem is that as soon
tions are more emotional and less ra-dor Ara Papian, director of the Modus the closer the time of resolution, the as we yield Karabakh, all the other
tional and therefore many issues seenVivendi Social and Scientific Research time of an agreement is, and the moreachievements will be temporary.
irresolvable. And the objective of such Center, delved into the unclaimed pageghe chances are, the main issue of the In this situation, official
discussions is to reveal the whole po-of Armenian-Turkish relations. He pre- discourse on the settlement should beStepanakert keeps deathly silence.
tential for partnership and its resourcessented those pages against the backdrofiie issue of participation of Nagorno- Meanwhile, it seems that the capital of
which, | believe, can serve toward of the de jure boundary between Arme-Karabakh in the talks. If the settlement Karabakh should constantly send sig-
historical reconciliation and building nia and Turkey that was determined, atgoes on normally, ostensibly the in- nals to Armenia and the international
of the best common future,” Barseghianthe turn of the 20 Century, by US volvement of Karabakh rather than communities, reminding them con-
said. president Woodrow Wilson’s Arbitral Turkey in the process should be con-stantly that it is a subject. However,

The day’s first speaker, director Award. As stated by Papian, this docu-sidered. the absence of signals, considering the
Haik Demoyan of the Armenian Geno- ment was signed and sealed on Novem- Atleastthe society and the politi- recent past and the present reality in
cide Museum-Institute, reflected on ber 22, 1920 and officially entitled: “De- cal sets in Armenia should be discuss-the “Karabakh province”, as a very
the media’s role in the normalization of cision of the President of the United ing what Armenia is doing to advocate famous political scientist would say, is
Armenian-Turkish relations. Accord- States of America respecting the Fron-the involvement of Karabakh in the quite natural because over the past few
ing to him, the media coverage of this tier between Turkey and Armenia, Ac- talks. Judging by the statements ofyears official Stepanakert has turned
extremely sensitive topic needs a seri-cess for Armenia to the Sea, and theofficial Yerevan and the opinions of into an annex to official Yerevan.
ous methodological adjustment and it Demilitarization of Turkish Territory
is not a coincidence that certain de-adjacenttothe Armenian Frontier.” Pur- US 9/11 Commission Staff To Visit Armenia
mands periodically were made of the suant to the Arbitral Award, the title and
media as to their method of covering rights of the Republic of Armenia were Three distinguished American ex- about the criminal investigation work.
the events of war and genocide. “The recognized on the provinces of Van, perts who formerly participated in the The visiting U.S. 9/11 Commis-
media have a great import and specifi- Bitlis, Erzerum, and Trebizond of the U.S. National Commission on Terrorist sion experts will not directly assistin any
cally in the process of reconciliation. former Ottoman Empire. “President Attacks Upon the United States (moreinquiry or investigation concerning
They either can play a negative role andWilson’s binding and irreversible Arbi- commonly known as the 9/11 Commis- events in Armenia. They will not con-
cause problems and hinder the reconcili-tral Award went into force the day it was sion) will visit Armenia October 5-11. duct an assessment or report about the
ation process, or be a part of it,” reached and remains in effect to thisThe visiting experts will consult with efforts underway in Armenia. The sole
Demoyan maintained. And as case inday,” Papian asserted. relevant Armenian officials examining purpose of this visit is to convey infor-
point, he made note of the compulsion to The roundtable discussants alsothe March 1-2 events in Yerevan, andmation and insights about the lessons
use quotation marks when using theincluded students Erman Bakirci, Emel especially the National Assembly’s Ad learned from the U.S. experience with
term genocide and to refer to the Arme-Gliner, and Cagla Gir from the Depart-Hoc Commission of Inquiry into March the 9/11 Commission.
nian Genocide as “the events of 1915,”mentof International Relations of Istanbul 1-2 Events. The idea for such a visit was The 9/11 Commission was cre-
the deliberate dissemination of false in- Bilgi University; students Kevser Kandaz, first proposed to Armenian officials by ated as an independent, bipartisan spe-
formation, and the taking of comments Umit Kurt, Mustafa Ozdemir, and Zafer Assistant Secretary of State David cial commission of inquiry into the Sep-
out of their general context and present-Ozkan from the Department of Interna- Kramer during his June 2008 visit to tember 11, 2001, terrorist attacks against
ing as separate information. tional Relations of Istanbul Fatih Univer- Yerevan. The visit is sponsored by thethe United States. Many Americans be-

In his turn, deputy dean Sammassity; director Artak Kirakosian of the United States Embassy and is funded bylieved at that time that U.S. Government
Salur of the Department of Political Civil Society Institute; Ruben Mehrabian USAID. The three visiting experts will agencies might have been negligent or
Science of Istanbul Fatih University from the Armenian Center for Political be Christopher Kojm, John Farmer, andincompetent in failing to anticipate, de-
looked at the historiographical phasesand International Research; coordinatorMichael Hurley. tect, and prevent the attacks. The U.S.
and the changes in the modern historiog-Armen Aghayan of the “Defense of The purpose of this visit is for the public demanded that a special commis-
raphy of Turkey. “Even though the Turk- Liberated Territories” social initiative; U.S. experts to share with their Arme- sion be established to examine all evi-
ish-Islamic synthesis in history writing director-announcer Gayzag Palanjian ofnian counterparts the experiences andlence to assess this allegation.
has some canonical views, and espe*The Road for the Enhancement of Ar- lessons learned from the U.S. 9/11 Com- The 9/11 Commission had ten
cially a staunch defense against the transmenia-Diaspora Relations” television mission experience. The experts will members, five Republicans and five
formation and liberalism in Turkish program in Los Angeles; journalist share their knowledge about the man-Democrats — all of whom were retired
policy, the 1980s have brought a moreGayane Arustamiamand several oth- agement, operations, successes, and disenior officials of U.S. federal and state
dynamic cultural atmosphere to Tur- ers. ficulties that the 9/11 Commission faced, government.
and provide these insights both to the Ad The delegation visiting Armeniais
Hoc Commission and to officials in- comprised of three of the most senior of
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volved in organizing the independent these staff members. They are distin-
experts group that will supplement the guished experts in law, legislative over-
parliamentary inquiry. The delegation sight, and national security matters. The
will also consult with the Prosecutor delegation will comprise Christopher
General of the Republic of Armenia Kojm, Michael Hurley and John Farmer.
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Smile Project In Armenia Provides Free Surgeries To Youths With Birth Defects
Initiative Is A Collaborative Effort Of Five Non-Governmental Organizations And Ministry Of Health

MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota, and ies, as the children and young adults Other components of the Smile Gerard L. Cafesjian. The U.S.-based
YEREVAN -- The Smile Project, a undergoing those procedures will now Project are provided by the initiative’'s nonprofit organization supports a vari-
private-public initiative that provides get a smile, and with a smile will come partners. The Arabkir Medial Center pro- ety of Armenian causes in Armenia,
free reconstructive surgery to Arme- friends, opportunities, and a better vides surgical suites and personnel forNagorno-Karabakh, and the U.S. A
nian children and young adults with life,” said Madlene Minassian, director patient prescreening and surgeries. Itals@rimary focus of the foundation are
certain birth defects, is currently un- of the Cafesjian Family Foundation’s delivers pre- and post-operation care. the security of independent Armenia
derway in Yerevan. Public Health Outreach Program. “We The Fund For Armenian Relief and the further development of a free,

The medical procedures are be-can already see the impact of the op-covers the transportation, food, anddemocratic society through economic
ing performed by a team of surgeonserations on many Armenian lives,” accommodation costs of patients asdevelopment and the strengthening of
from Smile Network International Minassian continued. “Itis an honorto well as a caretaker. the U.S.-Armenia relationship.

(SNI), a nonprofit organization that be on the ground here in Armenia and The Hand in Hand Foundation The foundation’s Public Health

provides reconstructive surgeries andwitness the contribution of these orga-acts as project liaison in Nagorno- Outreach Program aims to help im-
related healthcare services to impov-nizations.” Karabakh. It distributes information, prove healthcare in Armenia by pro-
erished children and young adults in The Smile Project was initiated raises public awareness, identifies andviding medicines, medical supplies, and
developing countries. Between Octo- |ast year, when the Cafesjian Family prescreens patients, and coordinategquipmentto public-health institutions
ber 4 and 10, the SNI surgical team Foundation and its longtime partner, their travel to Armenia and participa- and centers across Armenia and
will operate on over 50 patients from the Hope for the City Fund, requestedtion in the project. Nagorno-Karabakh. The program also
Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh suf- that SNI launch a mission in Armenia. As the initiative’s education part- seeks to continue to provide free sur-
fering from congenital cleft lip and In November 2007, Minassian hosted ner, the Yerevan State Medical Univer- gical services through its partnership
cleft palate. The team will perform a delegation from SNI in Yerevan and sity recruits local professionals who with the Hope for the City Foundation

additional surgeries in Spring 2009. helped it assess local needs. By Mayacquire new skills and knowledge by and SNI.

The Smile Projectis a collabora- 2008, when the Cafesjian Family shadowing SNI team members during The Fund for Armenian Relief
tive effort of the Cafesjian Family Foundation’s Public Health Outreach surgeries. The university also orga- provides short-term emergency relief
Foundation’s Public Health Outreach Program began to lay the groundwork nizes lectures by SNI surgeons, with and implements long-term programs
Program, Arabkir Medical Center, Fund for the SNI mission, four nonprofit the purpose of contributing to local for the economic growth and social
for Armenian Relief, Hand in Hand organizations as well as the Ministry of capacity-building with regard to cleft developmentof Armenia. Among other
Foundation (Nagorno-Karabakh), the Health came on board. With their col- lip and cleft palate treatment. projects, the fund operates daily soup
Ministry of Health of the Republic of laboration and support, the Smile The Smile Project is endorsed by kitchens and summer camps, awards
Armenia, and Yerevan State Medical Project was officially launched. the Armenian Ministry of Health. “We scholarships and scientific grants, and
University. The project is administered by appreciate the ministry’s support, care,builds irrigation systems. The fund’s

Patients with cleft lip or cleft the Cafesjian Family Foundation’s and gestures of goodwill,” Minassian programs also include one-time recon-
palate have difficulty eating, drinking, Public Health Outreach Program, said, and applauded the ministry for struction projects as well as ongoing
and speaking. As a result, they sufferwhich organizes PR campaigns andgranting complimentary entry visas to projects such as the Vanadzor Old Age
from malnourishment, stunted devel- disseminates information for raising the SNI surgical team. She added thatHome and the Children’s Reception
opment, and lethargy. According to public awareness of birth defects andthe ministry has published material and Orientation Center.
the Cafesjian Foundation, such indi- project services, helps provide ac- about the Smile Project and dissemi- The Arabkir Medical Center, in
viduals are also shunned by societycommodations and transportation for nated it throughout Armenia, in addi- Yerevan, provides a wide range of
and often subjected to discrimination the SNI surgical team, assists in iden-tion to contributing to the implementa- medical services including preven-
or abuse, given the stigma attached tatifying and registering patients for sur- tion of the project by providingits lists tion, diagnostics, and treatment of
their physical deformities. gery, and oversees the implementationof registered patients with cleft lip and various child illnesses, follow-up of

“The month of October brings of the project. The SNI team’s travel cleft palate. patients with chronic diseases, as well
new hope to Armenia through these expenses are underwritten by the The Cafesjian Family Founda- as psychosocial and rehabilitation ser-
life-changing reconstructive surger- Cafesjian Family Foundation. tion, Inc., was established in 1996 by vices.

Witch Of Portobello Iran To Begin Gas
Exports ToArmenia

Los Angeles based Armenianfilm- acterize his storylines and directing
maker Tadeh Daschi’s short film, basedmethod”, writes Karine Chakarian of
on a chapter from the book, “The the Armenian Reporter. “Using style
Witch of Portobello”, is making its as a substance instead of over sub
debut at the 2008 ARPA International stance best sums up his approach as
Film Festival. filmmaker. He’'s all about storytelling

On August 24, 2008, Daschi was with vision and depth. For a director
announced the winner of his submitteduninhibited by boundaries, the world is
chapter in the “Experimental Witch” his playground.”

LONDON -- A National Iranian
Gas Export Company (NIGE) official
has announced the country’s immediate
plans to begin gas exports to Armenia,
PressTV reported.

"Iran plans to annually export some
1.1 bin cubic meters of gas to Armenia

international film competition spon- Daschi was approached by and the amount will eventually be in-

sored by world-renowned bestselling Carolena Sabah to team up for the . creased to 2.3 bln cubic meters by

author of “The Alchemist”, Paulo “Experimental Witch” project. Sabah TadehDaschi 2019," the director of the engineering

Coelho. executive produced, produced and starder spiritual longing. affairs of the NIGE Company, Rasoul
His film was selected from afield in “The Witch of Portobello”. This is Daschi directed, adapted the Salmani said.

of more than 6,000 submissions from Sabah’s second film as producer andscreenplay, helmed the camera as a The head of National Iranian Gas

around the world. star. Her first being “Don’t Gag Me”, cinematographer, co-produced, editedExport Company had earlier said thatthe

The competition enabled film- a short film which garnered attention and composed the original music fea-country would be able to provide Arme-
makers to adapt chapters from Pauloin the festival circuit and is now fea- tured in the film. The soundtrack also nia with the gas it needs for the coming
Coelho’s book “The Witch of turedonAtomFilms.com, asubsidiary features songs from the band VISA, awinter.

Portobello” and help bring the story to division of MTV networks and Com- Los Angeles based group whose music "Iran will pump three min cubic
the screen in a visual medium. A edy Central. She was compelled tohas been described as an “eight-memimeters of gas to Armenia this winter,"
winner was selected for each chapterparticipate in “The Experimental ber, world music phenomena”. Front said Reza Kasaei-Zadeh in an interview
14 total. The winning films will be Witch” film competition not only for man K’noup makes a cameo in the film with ISNA news agency.

included and released as part of a full-her love of creating, but also becausealongside Soseh Keshishyan, a promi- The Iranian-Armenian pipeline would
length feature film. of the high admiration she holds for nent singer from the band Element, guarantee Armenia’s energy safety by

A graduate of Art Center College author Paulo Coelho. who also lends her vocal talents to theincreasing the capacity of the Kadzharan-
of Design in Pasadena, California - “The Witch of Portobello” tells film's score. Yerevan section of the pipeline by Novem-
Daschi has gone on to direct severalthe story of the mysterious Athena “The Witch of Portobello” will  ber 2008, Movsisyan added.
award winning projects which include (Carolena Sabah) and her quest forbe screening at the 2008 ARPA Inter- The Iran-Armenia gas pipeline of-
producing and directing a Public Ser- truth, love, and spirituality. In her national Film Festival, from October ficially became operational on March 19,
vice Announcement (PSA) for the single-minded pursuit for enlighten- 24" through 26 at the Egyptian The- 2007 by Iranian President Mahmoud
United Nations Millennium Develop- mentand escapism, Athena sets out oratre in Hollywood, Ca. The film will Ahmadinejad and Armenian President
ment Goals campaign, currently in a journey with her son in search of also be part of the feature film version Robert Kocharian.
circulation at the gallery of the U.N. Nabil Alaihi (Bashar Da’as), through ‘The Witch of Portobello’ due for an The project will provide Armenia
“His visual compositions comprise of whom she hopes to find a more inclu- early 2009 release to festivals and the-with an alternative to the gas it now
powerful, striking imagery that char- sive and harmonious understanding ofaters! imports from Russia.
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Review of Dilijan Concert Series: The Peculiarities of the Armenian Epic
Opening Concert, Sunday, October 5, 2008 Daredevils of Sasun
Lecture Series By Azat Yeghiazaryan
By Byron Adams work commissioned for the occasion,
Artur Avanesov’'s Zemestani/Bahari/ Sasnatsrer, Daredevils of Sasun,

The Dilijan Concert Series opened Beheshti for violin and piano. This occupies a unique place in world epic
its fourth season with a demanding piece is an extraordinary achievementheritage. It had been created in the
program of deeply introspective works, for such a young composer, who dem-medieval centuries, and in this fact one
rather than a display of musical fire- onstrates a mastery of texture andcan see a contradiction. The great epid '“:.',Il.'lll'lllfl:' 1':'.::
works such as might be expected fromcolor as well as a curiously idiosyn- tales were created at the beginning of ' "
the opening program of an ambitious cratic lyricism. This is an unabashedly their national histories (such as the
season. The concert proceeded beau*postmodern” work, in that it refers to |jjad, the Odyssey, Gilgamesh, Indian
tifully, however, as each piece re- a plethora of past musical styles, in-epic poems, etc.), and Armenian his-
vealed the different ways in which cludingthose of Baroque violin pieces. tory and culture have their origins in
composers look within to discover The performance, by violinist Movses the dark depths of human history.
musical riches. These scores, by esPogossian and pianist Dzovig Thus, by the 9th-11th centuries A.D. ety b et
tablished masters such as SchnittkeMarkarian, was superb: deeply mov- the Armenians were a people with a
and Brahms, along with two of the ing, technically accomplished, and rich and difficult history. But it was
most gifted of contemporary Arme- spiritually uplifting. just in those centuries that the Arme-
nian composers, were truly profound The final work on the concert njan epic Daredevils of Sasun was
in their explorations of their creator's was Brahms’s transcendent Clarinethorn. This fact seemingly breaks the
inner landscapes. Quintet, op. 115, which was given an ryles of epic tradition.

Sharafyan’s haunting piano piece incandescent performance by clari- on the other hand, well before

Yrae Yeghaparvan

was the first work on the program, and tet consisting of V|oI|n|sts Movses nijans had a cycle of epic songs which

elegantly set the mood for the entire Pogossian and Henry Gronnier, violist agppeared at the dawn of their history.by S. Peter Cowe as Daredevils of
afternoon. Played with exquisite tone Varty Manouelian, and ‘cellist Timo- These songs are nearer to all the otheBSasun: Poetics of an Epic (Costa Mesa,
by pianist Dzovig Markarian, this piece thy Landauer. Brahms composed hisancient epic tales—Greek, Indian, CA: Mazda Publishers, 2008). Copies
swirled about in a manner at once Clarinet Quintetvery late in his career, Gilgamesh, etc. All these epics de- of the book will be available for sale,
capricious and haunting. Sharafyan’sduring a creative Indian summer causedscribe the doings of gods and mytho-and the author will be signing copies
highly individual and invariably attrac- by his obsession with the superb clari- |ogical heroes. Armenian pagan songsfollowing his lecture.

tive idiom proved, once again, a fasci- netist Richard Muhlfeld of the sjngaboutthe Armeniangods and their A renowned literary critic, Pro-
nating experience for attentive listen- Meiningen Orchestra. This music has ancestors—kings and heroes—as well fessor Yeghiazaryan has authored sev-
ers. The second work on the first half often been called “autumnal,” but itis \we have only the remnants of theseeral monographs including
of the concert, Schnittke’s grim but also music that, however autumnal, cycles, but we can have an idea aboutGegharvestakan patum (Literary Nar-
powerful Piano Quintet, was given a evokes gradually waning sunlight. Thus the whole. rative) (1986) and Tumanyani poetikan
highly-charged performance that ex- Brahms’s quintet represents the golden Ten centuries later, when Arme- ev nra zhoghovrdakan akunknere
plicated fully the searing emotional late afternoon of German music, be- njans adopted Christianity, and cre- (Tumanyan’s Poetics and its Popular
quality of this music. A memorial to fore it flared into the lurid sunset of ated their alphabet and a great deal ofRoots) (1990). He has organized two
the composer’s beloved mother, this Mahler and Strauss, and then darkenediterary work, they created their new international conferences on the Ar-
score delineates a bleak, attimes virtu-inexorably into the lurid twilight of epic cycle about the Sasun heroesmenian epic tradition and edited their
ally barren, world of sonority; only in  Zemlinsky and Berg. Zukovsky played who were of mythical origin, butlived collected  papers.  Professor
the final movement does the faintestthis heart-rending music with a seam- with mortals, among the general people,Yeghiazaryan was Director of the
ray of hope pierce the pervasive gloom.less legato and profound expression,and their great power appeared onlyManuk Abeghyan Institute of Litera-
But, despite its pessimism, this is aand the quartet followed her lead with when they had to defend their native ture of the National Academy of Sci-
masterly score that held the audiencearich, touching sonority. Allinall, this people from alien conquerors. This ences of Armenia. He is also founder-
spellbound. was a quietly significant concert of- cycle was principally a new one. It editor of the institute’s official journal

The second half of the program fered by an important and inspired was a creation of medieval culture, aHandes.
opened with a world premiere of a chamber music organization. creation of a Christian people. It was This lecture is cosponsored by

based on new, mostly Christian, moralthe Armenian Research Center, Uni-
; ; : values and a new representation of theversity of Michigan-Dearborn; the
Armenian Genocide MuseumAnnounceS Major world. And the appearance of such anArmenian Congregational Church; and
ResearCh Donation epic after the ancient cycle was anthe Armenian Studies Program, Uni-
original phenomenon. versity of Michigan.

WASHINGTON, DC -- Two do- all this with a great deal of help from the All the peculiarities of Daredevils -Monday, October 20, at 7:30
nors, who presently wish to remain U.S.A. What better place to show this connected with these basic circum-p.m. Banquet Hall of the Armenian
anonymous, have gifted the Armenianthan in Washington, DC?” stances, and in this lecture ProfessorCongregational Church 26210 West
Genocide Museum of America (AGMA) The donors hope that the gift will Yeghiazaryan will try to present the Twelve Mile Road Southfield, Ml
with an exceptional collection of books serve as an incentive for others to con-originality of Armenian medieval epic 48037.
and other printed material focused on thetribute relevant works as well. Collec- as well as its general features which -Thursday, October 23, at 8:00
Armenian Genocide and its documenta-tion development is a major objective of connect it with other epics. p.m., at the National Association for
tion. the AGMA library. Accepting the dona- Professor Yeghiazaryan's book Armenian Studies and Research

The collection of several thousand tion, AGMA Trustee and Building and “Sasna tsrer” eposi poetikan (Erevan, (NAASR) Center, 395 Concord Ave.,
rare and out-of-print books and other Operations Committee Chairman Van 1999) has been translated into EnglishBelmont, MA.
documents is slated for transfer to theKrikorian, said: “We are thrilled to re-
AGMA in time for the opening of the ceive this astounding gift of an entire Armenian Genocide MuseuminYerevan, nia. One was a Genocide survivor; the
museum in 2010. AGMA will include a library of specialized publications con- and others, immediately puts AGMA out other was a “gamavor” or volunteer
complete facility to support ongoing centrating on the Armenian Genocide. frontin Washington for running the type from America who served in the Arme-
research at the museum. The donors’ monumental achievementof research center that we plan and needhian Legion or Legion d’Orient.

The remarkable collection con- in creating this collection and tremen- to support the museum, its exhibits and This special collection will signifi-
tains many valuable items including maps,dous generosity in choosing the AGMA activities. Our donors have established acantly expand the holdings of the Arme-
photographs, and other historical evi- as the home for the collection representstandard of sharing with this extraordi- nian National Institute (ANI), which has
dence reflecting acquisitions, research,a true match made in heaven.” nary donation in the same community- been serving as the research facility of
and exploration across numerous ar- Krikorian went on to say: “This minded spirit of Anoush Mathevosian, the AGMA. ANl is already the benefi-
chives. collection of works ranging in their cov- Hirair Hovnanian, and the Kechejianfam- ciary of the oral history project con-

In making their gift to AGMA, the erage from the mid-1800s to the presently, which we hope others will emulate.” ducted by the Armenian Assembly of
two donors stated: “Indeed, the very has personal meaning for a variety of The library donors are scientists America in the 1980s, which also spon-
raison d'étre of this collection is that reasons. First, this specialized Armenianwith advanced degrees, one with Arme-sored in the 1990s, the first comprehen-
everyone needs to know that there is aGenocide collection is destined to con-nian roots and the other with no suchsive collection of 37,000 pages of U.S.
massive amount of documentation onstitute the foundation of the museum roots but with a fervent interest in hu- documents from the National Archives
what happened to the Armenians. At thelibrary. Second, the donation of this man rights, peace, and social justice.issued on microfiche with a 476-page
same time, there is also ample testimonyentire pre-existing collection, along with The gift is being made in memory of the guide to the documents, both published
that they were able to overcome theour own Assembly and ANI materials, parents of one of the scientists. Theyby Chadwyck-Healey, Inc. Over the
attempt to annihilate them and to recoverand in light of the help we are getting were from the same small mountain years, ANI has also acquired important
from such unprecedented adversity. And,from the Near East Foundation and thevillage in the Kharpert region of Arme- archival holdings from around the world.
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* Prescription Drug Coverage
* [ndividual and Family Plans
= Plans for Small Businesses

* Dental Coverage

* Medicare Supplement Plans

Authorized Independent Agent
1807 W GLENOAKS BLVD. #202
GLENDWLE, CA 91201
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Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.

Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety of
affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years, Blue Cross
has been a leader in California offering quality health care
coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400 hospitals in our

Cross name and symbol are registered sereice marks ol the BCA, ©2005 BCC

¢ Life Insurance
iy BC Lite & Healiy Insuvamoe Covm pavay

* HSA-Compatible Plans

by BC Live & Hpality Insuvance Corm ey

+ [mtegrated Workers' Compensation

by By odees COMmOSnsanio induramoe Company

Call now and let me help take the worry out of your health care!

HARUT DER-TAVITIAN

(818) 202-3233

HARLITEIEXGELHYE. COM BlueCross
WWW_EXCELHYE.COM of California

CA Insurance The Power of Blue™
License #0B28270

Blise Cross of Califoemia (HOCH amd BC Lite B Health Insurance Comgany (BCLEHL are
Indeperndent Licensaes af the Blue Cross Assodation [BLAL The Posser of Blue ard The Blise
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The Armenian Teletime
Is Back On Channel 18

Not 1 Hour, Not 2 Hours, Not 3 Hours But 24 Hours Per Day
7 Days Per Week, Free

No Subscription Fee - Plus 40 Additional Channsl
For info call The Armenian Channel (818) 982-2400
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"Kach Nazar" Magazine &"Kach Nazar" TV Broadcasting Presents

CHRISTMAS FUND FOR ARMENIAN ORPHANS AND DISABLED CHILDREN AND
THE RESTORATION OF CHILDREN'S HOMES (Est. 1999)

LGP UG2 UGP UTMUQUL 4GPSGLNR RUUUN
HELP US TO BUILD OUR FUTURE . . .

9-PM @GLGMANL 2008
UhPUYh, LASGUFGH 2
(10 dUU) A.M.G.A. TV

9-TH ANNUAL TELETHON
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2008

[10 Hl]lIRS] A M. G A. TV
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Yeghyayan & Associates Glendale Medical Pharmacy Glendale West Pharmacy
Vartkes Yeghayan QLELAGLL RSULNUL HEWUMIL and Medical Supply
Attomey at Law Dr. Robert Mokhtarian Dr. Vahan Aladadian
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