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conference is Mandatory.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

BID REQUEST

Qualified “B” licensed General Building Contractors are invited to suf
a sealed bid on Project E08-36, Module 11.3 to the Burbank-Glen
Pasadena Airport Authority by 2:05 PM, December 3, 2008.

The Work includes, but is not limited to, the following: Installation of
doors, new windows, air conditioning, insulation and correction of s
code deficiencies fotwelve single family homes (12), one 10 unit mu
family building (10) and three triplexes (9) for a total of thirty-one u
Bidders may obtain construction documents from the Bob Hope Ai
Web Site atbobhopeairport.com under Business Opportunities an
encouraged to do so prior to the mandatory pre-bid conference. All B
shall register with the Airport Engineering Department either via web
or in person. Bids submitted by firms who have not registered with Ai
Engineering will be considered non-responsive. Two Pre-bid confer
have been scheduled for November 12, 2008 and November 19, 2(
10:00 A.M. at the Bob Hope Airport Engineering Offices, 2800
Clybourn Ave., Burbank, California. Attendance at one or the ¢gher

Stut#

JANSEZIAN LAW FIRM, PC

Giat
BANKRUPTCY-p
OPtLeLENLE
Y'OqLEL 62P,
QULAUIUNER

If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!

225 South Lake Avenue, Third Floor, Pasadena, California 91101

Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

MHazareth V. Jansezian, Esqg.
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Featuring Live Entertainment by DJ Hratch

December 31, 2008, at 8:.00 p.m.

HMM Garo Soghanalian Hall
1060 N. Allen Ave., Pasadena, CA 91104

Admission: $50.00 = Ages 6-12: $25.00 » Ages 5 & Under Free
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In A Historic Victory Barack Obama Elected As The First African-American President Of United States

Armenian-Americans Welcome Obama's Triumph

WASHINGTON --Barack Obama “I promise you — we as a people
swept to an historic victory as will get there.” to renew bruised ties wit
America’s first black president, but Senator Obama solidified tradi- US allies, and to engag
pleaded for time to heal and transformtional Democratic states and cut deepsome of the United State
the superpower as he faced up Wednesinto the Republican territory which his fiercest foes such as Irg
day to the task of forging his promised rival needed to control to win the and North Korea. He h3
change. White House. vowed to tackle climat

“Atthis defining moment, change Democrats also made huge strideschange and ensure hea
has come to America,” Obama told in Congress, boosting their majority in care for all Americans. |
240,000 euphoric supporters, many inthe Senate by five seats, with results His presidency als§
tears, at a rally late Tuesday afterstill pending in four states, and by 20 marks a stunning socig
defeating Republican John McCain . seats in the lower House of Represen-shift, with Obama — th¢

Obama, 47, will be inaugurated tatives. son of Kenyan father ar}
as the 44th US president on January Obama’s win was greeted with white mother from Kansa
20, and inherit an economy mired in euphoria across the United States and— the first African Ameri
financial crisis, wars in Afghanistan reverberated around the world . can president of a natig
and Irag and a nuclear showdown with New York’s Times Square ex- still riven by racial divides
[ran. ploded in joy and a screaming crowd Armenian-American

“Even as we celebrate tonight, gathered outside the White House. In Reaction
we know the challenges that tomor- Kenya, where Obama’s father was Obama’s election tri
row will bring are the greatest of our born, President Mwai Kibaki declared umph was welcomed b
lifetime, two wars, a planetin peril, the a national holiday.
worst financial crisis in a century,”
said Obama.

Obama is promisin

Celebrations erupted from the Americans expecting the

the majority of Armenian-yg president-elect Barack Obama

bars of London and Sydney, with par- new U.S. president to end Washington’sbut rather a widely documented fact

“The road ahead will be long, our ties spilling onto the streets from Ber- refusal to recognize the 1915 masssupported by an overwhelming body

climb will be steep, we may not get |in to Havana and from Paris to the killings of Armenians in Ottoman Tur-
there in one year or even one term, butsmall Japanese town of Obama. key as genocide.
America — | have never been more Obama’s inauguration will com-

of historical evidence.” Senator Biden
as Chairman of the Senate Foreign

Last week Senator Obama statedRelations Committee not only cospon-

hopeful than | am tonight that we will plete a stunning ascent to the pinnacle*Joe Biden and | believe that the Arme- sored S.Res. 106, the Armenian Geno-

get there,” Obama said in his home of US and global politics from national nian Genocide is not an allegation, a
personal opinion, or a point of view,

town of Chicago. obscurity just four years ago.

Continued on page 2

Armenia, Azerbaijan Sign Joint Declaration Over

Nagorno-Karabakh Based On Madrid Principles
Levon Ter-Petrosian: Moscow Declaration Is The Start Of The Final Stage
Of The Karabakh Settlement

The presidents of Armenia and Medvedev.
Azerbaijan pledged to step up the pro- The declaratio
longed search for a peaceful resolutionstressed the importance €
of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict but continued efforts by th
did not announce any concrete agree-group’s American, French
ments after weekend talks hosted byand Russian co-chairs
their Russian counterpart, Dmitry work out the basic pri
Medvedev. ciples of a Karabakh settl

The two countries’ presidents ment acceptable to the ca
issued a joint declaration following flicting parties. But it onl
Russia-mediated talks in Moscow, the vaguely alluded to a framg
first document to be signed by the two work peace accord that w.
countries on the issue in almost 15 formally put forward by th¢
years. co-chairs in Novembe

Serzh Sarkisian and llham Aliev 2007.
met in a téte-a-téte format and were Armenia

Aliev and Sarkisian shake hands, Medvedev smiling
and

Armenian Housing
Prices Drop After
Long Surge

YEREVAN -- Real estate prices
in Armenia have fallen slightly in 2008
after skyrocketing for seven consecu-
tive years and fuelling a construction
boom that has been a key driving force
behind the country’s robust economic
growth.

According to the State Real Prop-
erty Cadastre, housing prices in the
center of Yerevan, the most expensive
residential area, have dropped by an
average of 3 percent since the begin-
ning of the year, compared with a
price decrease of up to 1.5 percent
registered in the rest of the country.

The government agency has also
reported a 11 percent year-on-year
decrease in the number of property
deals registered from August through

later joined by Medvedev at the Azerbaijaniare understood to have agreedhe trilateral declaration as a “historic” September. The figure was down by
Meiendorf Castle outside Moscow on to most of the key points of the proposeddocument that will speed up the peacel6 percent from July-June 2008. The
Sunday amid fresh international hopessettlement. The mediators hoped beforeprocess. He noted that Armenian andofficial data show that the downward
for a breakthrough in Armenian- the Moscow talks that the two sides will Azerbaijanileaders have jointly put pen has not yet affected the market value
Azerbaijani peace talks mediated by overcome their remaining differences to paper for the first time since the of expensive houses and plots of land

Russia, the United States and Francebefore the end of this year. signing in May 1994 of a Russian- as well as commercial space in the
"The presidents of Azerbaijan and The mediating troika, including mediated truce that stopped the war incapital.

Armenia agreed to continue work, in- U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of Karabakh. “The last time real estate prices
cluding during further contacts on the State Matthew Bryza, held separate The talks outside Moscow, which went down was in 2000,” said Vartan
highest level, on agreeing a political talks with Aliev and Sarkisian at were proposed last month by Gevorgian, an independent realtor.
resolution of the conflict in Nagorno- Meiendorf later on Sunday. No details Medvedev, are widely viewed as a “They have only grown since then.”
Karabakh and ordered their foreign of those talks were made public and renewed Kremlin effort to consolidate According to Erik Mesropian,
ministers to intensify further steps in the mediators issued no joint state-itsinfluence inthe energy-rich Caspian who runs a private property research
the negotiating process in coordina- ments afterwards. after its brief war with Georgia raised center in Yerevan, the nationwide
tion with the co-chairs of the OSCE's Speaking to RFE/RL just before tensions throughout the region. growth has averaged between 25 per-
Minsk Group,” the three leaders said in those talks, Yuri Merzlyakov, the Minsk cent and 30 percent annually since

a joint declaration read out by Group’s Russian co-chair, described Continuedonpage2 then.
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ACNIS Looks At The Current Global A Historic Victory For Barack Obama
Economic Crisis

outgoing U.S. administration’s policy
on the subject that has avoided the use
cide resolution, but also spearheadedof the word “genocide” with regard to
legislation, S.Res. 65, honoring the the 1915 killings. “We hope that some
legacy of Hrant Dink and calling for theses raised during the election cam-
the repeal of Article 301 of the Turkish paign will stay there [in the past] as
Penal Code, which punishes discus-campaign issues,” Erdogan told re-
sion of the Armenian Genocide. Sena-porters in Ankara.

Continued frompage 1

tor Biden has a career long commit- "The relations between Turkey and
ment of integrity on Armenian issues. Americaare determined not by changing
Turkish Reaction [U.S.] administrations but by the strate-

Turkish Prime Minister Recep gic nature of our ties, which we believe
Tayyip Erdogan, meanwhile, expressedwill continue,” he said, according to the
hope that Obama will stick to the AFP news agency.

Armenia, Azerbaijan Sign Joint Declaration

YEREVAN -- The Armenian Cen- Tevanian, spoke about the foreign andContinuedfrompage 1 was seemingly granted to Russia,
ter for National and International Stud- domestic challenges facing Armenia’s the monopoly on finishing it will
ies (ACNIS) has convened a policy economy. “The current crisis, which Levon Ter-Petrosian's Statement belong to the West.” Aliev and
roundtable to focus on the present-dayprimarily was caused by the ‘cheap- Opposition leader Levon Ter- Sarkisian had only reluctantly agreed

world economic emergency and its money’ policy of the United States, was Petrosian insisted on Tuesday that theto attend the Russian-sponsored
likely impact on Armenia’s economy. the first large global economic emer- presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan summit, he said.
The meeting brought together leadinggency of the post-industrial societies have moved closer to resolving the Ter-Petrosianinsisted atthe same
analysts, policy specialists, public and with virtual economies. And this calam- Nagorno-Karabakh conflict despite the time that by signing up to the declara-
political figures, NGO representatives, ity had its unavoidable bearing on lack of specifics in their joint declara- tionthe Armenian and Azerbaijanilead-
and members of the press. Armenia’s economy as well,” Tevanian tion. ers officially agreed to the so-called
Welcoming the audience with maintained. “The first collapse in Arme- Ter-Petrosian also stood by his Madrid principles of a Karabakh settle-
opening remarks, ACNIS research co-nia probably was recorded in the realearlier claims that the West is sidelin- ment which the U.S., Russian and
ordinator Syuzanna Barseghian em-estate market, which was greatly depening Russia to impose a “unilateral” French mediators formally proposed
phasized the actuality of the topic of dent on the mortgage credits. The secsolution on the conflicting parties, to the parties in the Spanish capital in
economic crisis. “In reality, the global ond was the reduction in the private downplaying the fact that Moscow November last year. The proposed
economic crisis, which was ignited in monetary transfers, mainly from Russia has clearly taken the initiative in the framework agreement calls for a phased
the United States—and is often calledand elsewhere, which hurts 600-700Karabakh peace process of late. solution to the dispute that would end
afinancial or a banking turmoil—does thousand Armenian residents. And Inaninterview withthe A1Plus.am in a referendum of self-determination
not refer to the US banking system thirdly, the consumer market will face news service, Ter-Petrosian claimedin Karabakh.
alone, butalsoto the universaleconomyan immediate predicament.” In that the Moscow declaration is only Ter-Petrosian again declined to
and affects Armenia’s economy as Tevanian’s view, Armenia also could “the tip of the iceberg” and that “under- specify whether he thinks the Madrid
well,” Barseghian said. have gained dividends from this crisis neath it is a much a more substantivedocument is largely acceptable to the
In his intervention, Yerevan State because its economy was not inte-protocol.” “The signatures put on the Armenian side. He instead expressed
University lecturer and leading econo- grated and, if the prices of consumerMoscow declaration by Serzh Sarkisian concern about some of the declaration’s
mist Dr. Tatoul Manasserian examined goods fell, Armenia could have im- and llham Aliev heralded the start of the provisions, notably its reference to
the impact which today’s global eco- ported cheap products. “But, sadly, final stage of the Karabakh settlement,” international documents relating to
nomic crisis is having on the economy of we can hardly make use of this situa-he said. Karabakh. That, he said, amounts to an
Armenia and the lessons being learnedion. The problem is inside the country “That process is now continuing endorsement of UN General Assembly
from this situation. According to him, and the economic structure in differ- in Europe and it will come to a close, and Council of Europe Parliamentary
this crisis was anticipated for along time ent domains is either amonopoly, or anmost probably in December, in the Assembly resolutions that demanded
and was completely predictable but, be-anti-competition system is in effect, United States,” added the former Ar- anunconditional Armenian withdrawal
cause of the economic globalization, it plus the ruling administration and the menian president. “Although the honor from Azerbaijani territories surround-
encompassed an expanse that wasusiness circle are intertwined,” of launching the settlement processing Karabakh.
broader than expected. “And even Tevanian stated.
though Armenia does not have a stock In his turn, Real Estate Informa-
exchange—which is the heart of tion Center director, Associate Pro- THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFTI
economy—and is therefore ‘isolated’ fessor Erik Mesropian reflected on the Tell Me about Armenia
from the global economy, this does not ongoing global economic turmoil’s im- B =]
at all immune the country from numer- mediate bearing on Armenia’s realty
ous setbacks.” Manasserian noted. “Themarket. He underscored the impor-
most essential setback is the fact that theance of the changes taking place in}
imports will surpass the exports four this domain since it constitutes ap-
times and this means we are not aproximately one-third of the country’s
country that affects the prices, but rathernational income. “The mortgage crisis
one that abides to the price fluctuations.reminded us of the problems con-
And this is because we import in accor- nected with the realty market, which
dance with the prices that are set by theprovides a considerable portion of
global market.” As for the lessons to be Armenia’s GDP and is also the main
learned from this crisis, Manasseriansource of employment,” Mesropian
pointed that Armenia’s economy now argued.‘However, Armenia is the sup-
must grow with an inartificial impulse; plier of the great majority of construc- R e s o
the financial sector needs to be linkedtion materials and the sharp increase—{ L————"—= +~

with the real sector; individual steps which is not dependent on the global Here is a book you can read to your child which e}{plains

have to_be taken. which will promote processes, at al!—m their prices deals 4 “Armenia” is more than jUSt a word. Itis a rich land with a
economic growth; the Armenian cur- heavy blow to this sector. And therefore proud heritage

rency, the dram, should gain natural not only the consequences of the worldj] . :
valug; the economic and pgolitical elite econon);ic crisis, b?J'[ also those of the| M€ F’E_rfea gift to expand the horizons of the next
must be detached; dependency on fewArmenian crisis’ have affected this do- generation!
allied countries ought to be eliminated; main adversely,” Mesropian maintained.
the investment field needs to be regu-According to him, as a result of
lated; and imports have to be reduced onArmenia’s current political situation cre-
the account of increasing competition. ated after the presidential elections and www kneehye.com  web
The next speaker, Slavonic Uni- because of the country’s new tax policy, info@kneehye.com email
versity lecturer and “Political Economy” the real estate market of Armenia now (858) 7508365 phone
Research Institute director Andranik has registered a reduction in demand.

Contact: Knee Hye Children's Books
P.O. Box 2645
La Jolla, CA 92038-2645
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The River Ran Red
Dr. J. Michael Hagopian
An Act Of Courage, An Act Of love
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THE RIVER _
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By Lalig V. Arzoumanian Lapoyan

Friday night, October 24 2008,
was the opening premiere of Dr. J.
Michael Hagopian's The River Ran
Red at the 1% annual Arpa Interna-
tional Film Festival, held in the Egyp-
tian Theatre in Hollywood, California.
Following The Voices from the Lake, &
2003, and Germany and the Secret
Genocide, 2004, the long awaited The
River Ran Red completed The Wit-
nesses Trilogy, all directed, written
and produced by Dr. J. Michael
Hagopian. The River Ran Red was yet
another project sponsored by The Ar-
menian Film Foundation, a California
non-profit organization which was

Keteyian, Detroit, Michigan 1985. graphs. German Consul Rossler in Ras
“My mother said to me: Azad, run ul Ain, Syria, in 1916 reported: “Three
away, I'll run after you... | didn't see to 500 deportees were taken out from
where she ran. We walked for a month,a concentration camp each day and
passing through wilderness, walking butchered at a distance of 10 km. from
throughthe desert, 2 children...SuddenlyRas ul Ain.” A special report from the
we heard a voice...Water, water: a voiceUnited States consul Jessy Jackson of
was calling. It was a girl. We found her Aleppo to the secretary of state de-
buried. Only her head was above thescribes the arrival in August 1915 of
sand. The Turk soldier had done all kinds5,000 emaciated deportees from Sevaz.
of tortures. After torturing, after raping Another letter from the consul dated
her, he buried her in the sand...YouJune 5, 1915 to U.S. Ambassador
might as well die here like a dog. Hun- Henry Morganthau, states as follows,
dreds, thousands died a dog’s death, youeferring to the stream of Armenian
might as well expire here...He left her deportees: “They are being scattered
and ran away:” Azadouhi Aposhian, over the desert to starve or die of
Sydney, Australia 1985. disease in the burning heat. It is with-
“The lawyer gave me as a presentout doubt, a carefully planned scheme
to a Turkish family. Armenian children tothoroughly extinguish the Armenian
had no value. You could give them race.” A young intellectual from
away, kill them, do anything you Constantinople, Aram Andonian’sfield
want...At night, they would massacre investigations confirm the Western
the men: during the day, the women consular agents’ reports. Hidden in the

founded by Dr. Hagopian. The event away,” sang the man on the train in and the boys...I fled to the forest...| basement of Hotel Baron in Aleppo,
also marked the celebration of AFF’s William Saroyan’s The Human Com- saw the massacres...l saw it with my where Jemal Pasha stayed and used as

30 years of documentary filmmaking edy. “Going home, boy - going back own eyes:” Hagop Boyarzian, Sydney, headquarters during the war, he closely
featuring 17 award-winning films on where | belong, he shouted.” Australia 1985. monitored the activities of the Turkish
Armenian Subjects. Born in Kharpert-Mezreh, on the “Who | am? | couldn't tell you. | government. Photographs taken by Dr.
“Why did it happen? Why did it banks of the Euphrates, Dr. Hagopiandon’t know... What's my real name, Armin Wagner in Aleppo, then mem-
happen to the Armenians?” Dr. was then a child of two. He was savedwhen | was born, where, who my ber of the German Red Cross, in addi-
Hagopian often wondered. In April because he was hidden in a dry wellparents were:” Jirair Suchiasian, tion to recently discovered pictures in
1915, orders to eject Armenians from under a grove of mulberry trees. His Melbourne, Australia 1985. the German military archives further
their homes were given by the minister father, a surgeon, and family were “Suddenly we saw many babies support the existing evidence.
of interior Talat Pasha, one of a trium- among the fortunate ones who sur-crying, buried in the sand, only the 1.5 millions Armenians died in
virate of powerful men who ruled Tur- Vvived the calamities and found their heads above the ground. Our guardghe Genocide. The audience came to
key, which also included Enver Pashaway to Boston, which became their charged towards the crying babies andearn that some 250,000 were thrown
and Jemal Bey. Turks had conqueredhome away from “home.” trampled them to death. The crying in the Euphrates River. During the
Armenian territories about 600 years During the last 40 years, Dr. yojces stopped:” John Yervant. summer and fall of 1915, about 870,000
prior to that, yet Armenians occupied Hagopian dedicated his life looking for “All those who want to change Armenians had arrived in Syria. They
a strategic geographical part of the€yewitness survivors of the Armenian their religion can stay...Go to the city were spread out in three lines. One
Ottoman Empire. They grew more and Genocide and filming their testimo- ha|l and register...Quite a few stayed, moved towards Northern Iraq. An-
more influenced by European ideas ofnies. He traveled to 5 continents andrich people, they didn’t want to leave other moved southward from Aleppo
justice, freedom and democracy. With interviewed 400 survivors who had pehind their land and wealth...They to Damascus. The largest group of
a different religion, language and been on the caravan trails along thepecame Muslims:” Vahran Morookian, 590,000 moved along the Euphrates
ethnicity, the government perceived Euphrates River. “I found survivorsin | os Angeles 1985. toward Deir Zor. Along the march
them as a threat. “So they enflamedmany lands, strangers to each other, “l should hate the Turks but as between Aleppo and Deir Zor, deportees
religious fanaticism to slaughter, de- speakingin 13 differentlanguages, but'm Christian, | must learn to forgive died at the rate of five to 600 a day.
port, exterminate and wipe the Arme- they had one story to tell the world: them, but I'll never forget the horrible 192,000 were butchered in Deir Zor.
nians off the map,” emphasized Dr. “We are all survivors of a simple truth. tragedy that the government and some200,000 were killed by sword and
Hagopian in the River Ran Red. The We saw a colossal genocide. We wit- Tyrks imposed upon 1.5 million Arme- burned in caves in Sheddeh. Convicts
orders were dispatched by telegraphnessed it with our own eyes.” This is njans who perished:” Richard Ashton, were let out of prison in Ras ul Ain to
from Constantinople to all provinces the story of eyewitness survivors, Fresno, California 1986. slaughter another 300,000 defenseless
of the Empire. First World War was Whose nightmares have become my “In 1953 | went to the town of old Armenian men, women and chil-
used as a cover up. own. Itis the unvarnished, horrendous Gurun where | was born in 1911. dren. “In 1916, the Armenians who
Thousands of years ago, Arme- and incomprehensible story of the Ar- Mehmet Zeidan who spoke Armenian had survived the death marches were
nians established kingdoms on the pla-menian Genocide perpetrated by theand Turkish came to see me with otherforced into the Deir Zor desert. The
teaus at the source of the legendaryOttoman Turkish governmentin1915," Turks in my hotel room...He put be- largest massacres of the Armenian
Euphrates River that ran through thestated Dr. Hagopian in the River Ran fore my feet a basket of fruits and in Genocide took place in the concentra-
supposed sites of the Garden of EdenRed. Turkish he told me: this is from your tion camps of that desert triangle be-
Those were highlands mostly pivoted “Turkish people putmeinaTurk- garden...Thank you...He lifted up his tween the Euphrates and the Khabur
by neighboring nations in Asia Minor ish orphanage...There were about 300arms and asked me for forgiveness. IRiver, the dumping ground of un-
and the Middle East, explains Dr. Kids...Who can call Turks to prayer?...I told him: God bless you, God forgive wanted Armenians, the hell on earth,
Hagopian. The voices of tortured com- hadagood voice...I had to acceptit...My you, but | don't know who you are...He the place of extinction, of no return,”
patriots summoned Dr. Hagopian all fatherwasreligious... They made me dig told me he killed my father, 3 brothers Dr. Hagopian reiterated.
the way to the banks of the Euphrates,up some of the famous celebrities whoand confiscated our home and gar- As Dr. Hagopian expressed his
to look for footprints of Armenian Were buriedinthe churchyard and madeden:” Father Guergerian, retired priesthumble words of gratitude to all who
deportees who walked along the river,me urinate on them:” Harry Kurkjian, of the Roman Catholic Church, New participated in the making of The River
and to discover survivors who could Detroit, Michigan 1985. York, New York 1988. Ran Red and the realization of his
tell him about the death marches down “My mother had no more milk to “They would put old people, sick quest, his fragile voice at 95 seemed to
the Euphrates to the Syrian desertsgive to the baby...It's too heavy, | people, put gasoline on them and burnemanate a new found inner peace: a
their final graveyard. In a span of 60 can’t carry her anymore... Daughter, them to death. Not only this ditch, | peace similar to the one a sailor may
minutes, the audience was embarkedout her under the bush, let's go...I saw 3, 4 other ditches. All the same feel when his gaze would finally meet
on a journey “home,” through Dr. won’t place my sister on the way..We lived close to the river the calm shores at dawn, after a night
Hagopian’s camera lenses: a pilgrim-ground...She made me do it...I want Eyphrates. My brother and | would go of relentless struggle against the tur-
age to “the road to hell,” carefully togoand bring my sister...One night| swimming in the river. We used to see bulent waves of the ocean; the one a
schemed and meditated upon by thewas awaken by the sound of my fatherpodies floating down the river, hun- physician may feel at the glance of a
Young Turk regime of the Ottoman crying. He was sobbing just like a dreds and thousands of them:” an Arabsmile on a recovering patient’s face; or
Empire and Mustafa Kemal’s Republic child. | reached out to him and wiped witness, Nium Sukkar, Detroit, Michi- the one a child would feel when em-
of Turkey on occupied lands of His- his tears away with my fingers...Then gan 1999. braced by a doting parent. All those
torical Armenia between 1925 and | heard someone singing far away in Supporting the empirical research years of painstaking, dedicated pursuit
1923. another section of the camp: Oror im were testimonies from family mem- of the lost voices of victimized com-
“Weep no more lady, O weep no anmegh aghavni (sleep my innocentpers of missionaries, such as Georgepatriots had lead Dr. Hagopian home: not
more today dove)... I could still hear today the partridge, son of Ernest Partridge, thenthe one on the map, not constricted by
We will sing one song for the old sound of the duet, the sound of my Christian missionary in Sevaz, Tur- time or space, but his home in his heart.
Kentucky home father crying and the melancholy lam- key, as well as archived documents,

For the old Kentucky home far entation of the song:” Vartouhi official letters, footages and photo- Continued on page 4
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A Much Needed Project To Study 85th-Anniversary Celebration Of The Founding Of
“The State Of Armenian Studies” Globally Armenian Evangelical College In Beirut, Lebanon

The Armenian Studies Program at ies and Research (Belmont, Mass., Mar
the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mamigonian), the Society for Armenian
in collaboration with the National Asso- Studies (US, Barlow Der Mgrtichian),
ciation for Armenian Studies and Re- the Society for Armenian Studies (Eu-
search and other major institutions andrope, Seta Claire Mouradian), the Arme-
organizations has embarked on an ambinian Research Center, University of
tious project to study “The State of Michigan-Dearborn (Prof. Ara Sanjian
Armenian Studies.” and Gerald Ottenbreit), and the Arme-

Universities and the Academy of nian Studies Program at the University
Sciences in Armenia have departmentsof Michigan, Ann Arbor (Professors
and institutes that deal with the subject.Gerard Libaridian and Kevork
In the Diaspora, a large number of orga-Bardakjian). The Director of the
nizations, endowed chairs, and programsMatenadaran in Armenia, Dr. Hrach
in academic institutions and outside de-Tamrazian, was unable to attend due tq
vote substantial resources to promotea scheduling conflict, but pledged his
Armenian Studies. support to the project. The president of

In the past the National Associa- the International Association of Arme-
tion for Armenian Studies and Research,nian Studies, Prof. Valentina Calzolari,
the National Academy of Science of based in Geneva, could not attend be-Armenian Evangelical College in Beirut, Lebanon
Armenia, the International Association cause of a personal emergency but sent
for Armenian Studies have organized afullcommentary onthe questions posed BEIRUT, LEBANON -- The 85th  Lebanese Civil War.

conferences and colloquia to study vari-and is fully engaged in the process.  anniversary celebration of the Armenian The ceremony was attended by
ous aspects of the field; so have indi-  During the nextmonths the project Evangelical College, the first Armenian Dr. Paul Haidostian, Chairman of the
vidual scholars. Based on these effortswill be made operational; Armenian Stud- high school of the post-genocide Arme- Central Committee of the Union of Ar-
and undertaking comprehensive surveyses chair holders, program directors andnjan diaspora, was held on Sunday,menian Evangelical Churchesinthe Near
and analyses, the University of Michigan individual scholars will be asked to con- October 19, 2008 at the UNESCO Hall East, and President of Haigazian Univer-
project aims at producing a first of its tribute to the preparation of the draft under the auspices of the Armeniansity, who also represented the AEUNA
kind comprehensive and global Reportreport. A second, expanded meeting ofEvangelical Union of the Middle East, president Rev. Mgrditch Karageuzian,
on the “State of Armenian Studies” and the workshop will convene in the spring with over 650 guests in attendance.  along with prominent Armenian digni-
making it available to all concerned by of 2009 to discuss and review the draft After the singing of the Armenian taries, Lebanese officials, parents and
the end of 2009 with the cooperation of Report. ' and the Lebanese National Anthems, thefriends.

organizations, institutions, and scholars “Itis obvious that Armenian Stud- ceremony began with an invocation of- The speeches were followed by a
involved in Armenian Studies world- iesis critical to scholarship thatwillhelp fered by Rev. Hagop Sarkissian pastormusical program, consisting of a selec-

wide. us understand and interpret the Arme-of the Armenian Evangelical First tion of operatic arias performed by
Thatreport willencompass a quan- nian past, culture and identity,” stated Church. mezzo-soprano Lena Kurkjian, followed

titative as well as a qualitative analysis of Prof. Gerard Libaridian, Director of the Dr. Arda Ekmekji, Dean of Arts by a musical selection performed by

the whole array of activities, from exist- Armenian Studies Program at the Uni- and Sciences at Haigazian University pianist Garo Avessian, cellist Shushan
ing programs and their activities, books versity of Michigan and director of the welcomed the public and subsequentlyArtinian and pianist Ani Balabanian, and
and articles published in the last decadesproject. introduced the guest speakers of thea selection of songs by AEC choir con-
programs and chairs established, togaps ~ “But Armenian Studies also con- evening. Mrs. Jeanette Kassouny - aducted by Nectar Plazian and accompa-
in knowledge, relationship between cur- stitutes an integral part of the life of our former student and teacher of AEC — nied by Maria Palazian.
rent output and advances in the socialpeople in Armeniaandincommunitiesin was the keynote speaker for the event, The musical interlude was fol-
sciences and humanities in general, andhe Diaspora. Scholarship has been criti-hrought specifically for the occasion lowed by a presentation prepared by
future needs. cal in the way the Armenian nation from Los Angeles. Mrs. Kassouny ad- Shushan Artinian, highlighting the
To produce that report, the Arme- articulated itselfinthe modern era; policy dressed the public in Armenian by offer- school’s history, heritage and mission,
nian Studies Program at the University and agenda making interact on so manying a brief overview of the school and its as well as cultural, athletic and academic
of Michigan invited an initial, organiza- levels. Thisis the time to do aninventory Armenian Evangelical mission from in- achievents throughout the years.
tional meeting of organizations and insti- of our resources, think about the prob-ception to the present. The ceremony concluded with the
tutions that might contribute to the plan- lems, and propose solutions,” he said. Furthermore, Kassouny high- presentation of a special plaque to Prin-
ning of and logistical support to the “We are delighted to have the support of jighted the factors, which lead to the cipal Dr. Zaven Messerlian by the Board
project. That first meeting was held on all institutions and organizations con- foundation of the Armenian Evangelical of Directors in appreciation of his 41
September 19 and 20 on the campus oferned and | am confident we will have College 85 years ago. years of dedication to the school, and
the University of Michigan. the support of individual scholars as well “85 years later, as we look back, considerable effort in connection with
Participating in the first meeting of to produce as comprehensive, thoughtye find many Alumni,in Lebanonandall the jubilee celebration. He in turn thanked
the workshop were representatives offul, and useful Report as possible.”  gver the world, who are proud keepersthe Board for the honor, and noted that
the National Academy of Sciences (Prof. This workshop is being supported of the school’s mission, education, andall achievements past and present were
Ruben Safrastyan), Yerevan State Uni-by the Harry Ardashes Paul Memorial who excel in various professions with done with faith, and hoped the school
versity (Prof. Albert Stepanyan), the Fund of the Armenian Studies Program atgratitude for their development and edu-would look to the future with the same

National Association for Armenian Stud- the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.  cation at AEC,” Kassouny said. faith.
. Kassouny quoted Rev. Manasseh Finally, published on this occa-
The River Ran Red Shnorhokian, arespected pastor, an edusion was an album-memorial book con-

cator, and author of 2 Armenian Evan- taining a brief history of the school,
gelical publications: “AEC has been a with the names and photos of all the

_ o _ blue of the Euphrates, the lush vegetajgager in our educational life; it has beengraduating classes since 1927 to the
Armenian survivors’ eyewitness tion on the enclaves. It was hard to 4 lighthouse with its mission in our present

Continued frompage 3 scenery was majestic: the pure indigo

testimonies so diligently ant_j m_eticu- bglieve that such beauty could havegq,cation system.” She concluded by The 85th-anniversary celebration
Iqusly gathered by Dr. Hagopian in The witnessed such enormous Cruelty-stating simply, “Let the light of AEC ended with a reception and a cake-
River Ran Red, supported by thorough“Where are you, God?” Women la- continye to shine.” cutting ceremony at the Intercontinental

archival research, belie the Turkish claimsmented. “Why did you leave us alone in Dr. Abbas Kassem, former Arabic Phoenicia, during which, philanthropist

to innocence. Their accounts affirm that such calamities?” Yet the atrocities were iiarature and history teacher of AEC, Raffi Manoukian, whose generous con-
the.depohrtatlcr)‘n Was'r:]:l_lche for exter(;nl—man made. They turned the Euphrates s, took the podium to deliver a speechtribution helped to make the event pos-
hation, that the annihilation was prede-waters red, clogged its banks with j5 arapic. He emphasized the quality of sible, and the guest speakers and per-

termined and that the plans were cen-corpses of innocent victims, young and gy cation and values espoused by AEGormers of the evening were presented
trally made. Among all the survivors old. Time washed the calamities away. i 5 multiethnic society - values unique to with 85th-anniversary appreciation
who had witnessed on the screen, Dr.Euphrates and its banks preserved theitho AEC particularly during the intense awards

Hagopianisthe only one whois still alive: vehement beauty. So has the spirit of the

a true leader in courage, compassionArmenian people. As for the victims

perseverance, humanity and commit-who succumbed at the strike of the

ment to justice. sword, they were present among us i WWW H ayaStan I nfo - net
The nostalgic timber of the Arme- the theatre that night, and will always

nian “dudug”, ancestral “sharakans”, remain alive and honored in the collec-

Armenian-English-German
and the melodious chants of the sombetive consciousness of the Armenian News . Information . Comments

deportees joined their footsteps. Thepeople.
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