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Yes, | wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 for USA
* $60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

Name: -------=---=----
Address: -------------
City: --------- State:

Country:

GURUM@UM@GEN [

FIVIM LJA Azzcrz/dzy

New Years E,Vf/ C. c%@fw%

Featuring Live Entertainment by DJ Hratch

December 31, 2008, at 8:.00 p.m.

HMM Garo Soghanalian Hall
1060 N. Allen Ave., Pasadena, CA 91104

Admission: $50.00 = Ages 6-12: $25.00 » Ages 5 & Under Free

* %
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JANSEZIAN LAW FIRM, PC

If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!

225 South Lake Avenue, Third Floor, Pasadena, California 91101

Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

MNazareth V. Jansezrian, Eng.
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Negotiators Say Parties in Karabakh Talks ‘Not There Yet’
Opposition Leaders Reject Serzh Sarkisian's Invitation For Consultations

Turkey, Armenia,
Azerbaijanto Hold
New Talks

International mediators have re-
ported an ‘improved mood’ in the on-
going Armenian-Azerbaijani negotia-
tions over Nagorno-Karabakh, but said
the parties are “not there yet” for an
ultimate peace accord.

The United States, Russian and
French cochairmen of the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in
Europe’s (OSCE) Minsk Group spoke
at a press conference in Yerevan Mon-
day afternoon after what was their
longer-than-usual regional tour, includ-
ing stops in the capitals of Armenia and
Azerbaijan as well as in the disputed
Nagorno-Karabakh region itself.

Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State Matthew Bryza, who chairs the
Group from the US, was cautious not
to give any precise period of time for a

ANKARA (Reuters) -- Turkey,
Armenia, and Azerbaijan have agreed to
athree-way meeting to settle long-stand-
ing disputes in the Caucasus, Turkey’s
foreign minister has said.

The three foreign ministers had
met on the sidelines of the UN General
Assembly in September.

"There is consensus to repeat the
trilateral meeting...but the schedule for
that should be determined carefully so
that concrete results can be taken,”
Turkey’s Foreign Minister Ali Babacan
said.

Babacan said he planned to visit
Azerbaijan. Aremenia’s foreign minister
would visit Turkey as part of “busy
diplomatic traffic.”

"We hope to see positive develop-

finalized framework agreement that Cochairmen of OSCE Minsk Group speakmg atapress conferencein Yerevan

the sides have been said to be inching
towards and even close to signing by
the end of this year.

“It is important to understand
that we are at a preliminary stage of the

ments in a plausible timeframe and to
solve these decades-old problems,”
Babacan said.

President Abdullah Gul became

Karabakh.
A withdrawal of Karabakh forces

“We would like that to be the elaboration of the future peace agree-from most of the surrounding seven the first Turkish leader to visit Armenia

case that we are just on the very edgenent. Of course, it would be great if
of the agreement being finalized, but we could already be discussing all the
we are not. But what | can say is thatdetails of the situation on the ground,
the mood between the presidents hasut, unfortunately, we are not yet. We
improved significantly since the meet- are still at the level of formalization of
ing November 2 in Moscow, for which the general basic principles,” said Ber-
we are grateful to our Russian col- nard Fassier, the Minsk Group’s French
leagues,” Bryza said. cochairman.

The US negotiator denied the re- And Yuri Merzlyakov, of Russia,

districts now fully or partly controlled in September for a soccer match be-
by Armenian forces, demilitarization tween Turkeyand Armenia, and Babacan
of the territories and deployment of said the two could meet again soon.
international peacekeeping forces there "There is no need to wait for
appear to be a key element of theanother football game for a meeting
current peace proposal. between [Armenian President Serzh]
Sarkisian and Gul. | expect that such a

Continuedonpage2 meeting could take place within months.”

cent media speculations that the nego-added: “The sides’ agreeing with the
tiations are months away from a big basic principles of settlement does not

agreement and also that there is somget mean the elaboration of a peace

secret protocol leading to a accord, which will also take some
nontransparent set of commitmentstime.”
by Armenia. The cochairmen made the state-
“That’'s absolutely untrue,” Bryza ments after meeting the leaderships in
said. “There can be no secret proto-Azerbaijan, Armenia, as well as
cols... I don't sense either president is Nagorno-Karabakh to where they trav-
looking at the negotiations as an op-eled from Yerevan over the weekend.
portunity to make concessions as Only about two weeks ago, in a
much as a new opportunity to see thejoint declaration with Russian Presi-
conflict from the other president’s dent Dmitry Medvedev, Serzh
eyes and find a way to achieve whatSarkisian and Ilham Aliev agreed to
each president needs to gain agreetake into account the so-called Madrid
ment of their society.” principles of a Karabakh settlement —a
Bryza’'s French and Russian proposed framework agreement that
counterparts similarly sounded cau- calls for a phased solution to the con-
tiously optimistic about a future peace flict eventually to end in a referendum
plan. of self-determination in Nagorno-

Georgian Priest Attempts to Remove Armenian
Church Gravestonesin Thilisi

On Sunday, November 15th, a Georgian clergyman named Father Ta

Investigative Journalist Attacked in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- A prominent Ar-
menian investigative journalist known
for his stories exposing government
corruption became the target of a vio-
lent attack, which he believes is con-
nected with his reporting.

Edik Baghdasarian, who heads
the Armenian Association of Investi-
gative Journalists and runs a Yerevan
based online magazine, Hetq, left his
office in downtown Yerevan at about 8
p.m. Monday and shortly was am- EdlkBaghdasanan after violent attack
bushed and beaten by three unknown
assailants as he was going to get intcsite alerted by the squabble fired a shot
his car parked in the street, accordinginto the air.
to his own account. An ambulance service then ad-

Baghdasarian said the attack wasministered first aid to Baghdasarian on
an unprovoked one and the assailantghe spot and the journalist was hospi-
did not demand anything particular talized with a head injury. Doctors
from him. later said the injuries were not life

“Right near the car two people threatening.
attacked me and began to land heavy Baghdasarian also says he lost a
blows. | retaliated and we were ex- computer disc with several investiga-
gehnging blows. | punched one of tive stories that he planned for publica-

Sikinchelashvili, attempted to remove gravestones from the Norashen Armenilaem and since | was holding a mobile tion online. The journalist says he saw
church in Thilisi. Arriving with a retinue of workers and bulldozers, Father Tariglhone in my hand at that moment, thethe face of at least one assailant and
set about removing the stone markers bearing the names of Mikayel and Ligleone now has blood stains on it, could recognize that person if he saw
Tamamshyan and was soon confronted by an angry group of local Armenigm&sumably the blood of one of the him again.

According to Armenian witnesses to the event during the exchange attackers,” Baghdasariantold RFE/RL. Baghdasarian, 49, is an award-
words that followed Father Tariel is said to have stated that, “Armenians have Then, accordingto Baghdasarian, winningindependent journalist known
always set about removing that which belongs to others”. a third person hit him on the head from for his in-depth investigative reporting

After a delegation of Armenian Church representatives and Armenid&ehind, presumably with a rock or ontopicsranging from politicsto crime
Deputies arrived on the scene the Georgian priest claimed that he was @ue other solid object, after which, and corruption. In his latest series of
temporarily removing the stones in order to clean up the Armenian Churttte journalist says, he fainted. investigative reports, Baghdasarian
courtyard and the ground below the gravestones. Georgian police soon arrived Eventually, the three of the at- exposed cases of abuse and corruption
on the scene and made an official report of the incident. Also on hand wataekers took to flight after a security

representative of the Georgian Ombudsman’s office. worker from a nearby construction Continued on page 2
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Amnesty International Report Exposes Violence Oldest Armenian Daily Celebrates
Against Women in Armenia Centenary in Istanbul

ISTANBUL (AFP) -- The oldest non-Muslims in Turkey suffered vari-
Armenian-language newspaper is cel-ous discriminations and the riots of
ebrating its 100th anniversary in Tur- September 6-7, 1955 when non-Mus-
key, surviving a century of tumultina |im properties were destroyed and

More than a quarter of women in The human rights organization says
Armenia have faced physical violence atthat assistance provided to victims of
the hands of husbands or other family domestic violence in Armeniais far from
members, according to the latest reportheing sufficient. place where Armenians were massa-ooted
by a London-based global human rights “Since 2002, a handful of shelters . od and reduced to a tiny community. “I'n 1955, we managed to survive

group. have been operating despite facing wide- Founded b :
: Lo : ; ; y a man of letters, because our porter told the rioters that
Amnesty International presented spread criticism for their part in making pisak Kocunyan, and his brother there were anrmenians or Greeks in

its report called “There’s no pride in domestic violence a public issue. Theseg, is Jamanak (Times in Armenian) our building,” Kocunyan recounted
silence: domestic and sexual violenceshelters, which are run by non-govern-, -« porn on October 28. 1908 in The most recent tragedy hit the

against yvomen” in Yerevan on Thurs- mental organizations, are reIiantoninter-,stanbm in the clamour of the Young community in 2007 when Hrant Dink
day, saying that “many of these women mittent funding, and most of them have 1,1 revolution that three months ear- an ethnic Armenian journalist who

have' I|ttle. chqlce but to remain In been force'd to close or reduce theirio; haq forced the Ottoman sultan, maintained the World War | massacres
abusive situations as reporting vio- operations in recent years due to lack ofapquihamid II. to restore constitu- were a genacide, was shot dead by a
lence is strongly stigmatized in Arme- funds.” tional rule. nationalist Turk il”l Istanbul

nian f\?icollitzéeinthefamil kes man Amn¢§ty International_ also sees It was an epoch of enthusiasm Modern times have brought about
| i Y some positive steps taken in Afmeniay hen a myriad of parties, associationsfurther difficulties for Jamanak: the
forms, ranging from isolation and the towards addressing violence againstyng newspapers emerged in Istanbulsize of the Armenian minority has

wnhhpldmg of economic necessities, to women. In particular., it SEES aSs the capital of the Ottoman Empire, dwindled to an estimated 80,000 people,
physical and sexual violence, an_d evenprogress the current discussion of 3encouraged by the end of draconianwith some — notably the younger —
murder, yet women have few options to draft law criminalizing domestic vio- censorship. losing either the language or interest in

escape situations in which they are atlence as a separate offense. The orga- e Armenian minority, the vic- the community
risk,” say the organization’s experts. njzation also hails police training pro- tim of pogroms under Abdulhamid I “In the pa.st there were doctors

“Strong family bonds are an integral grams initiated to implement guide- o : - , : )
- : ) 2 articipated actively in the reformist engineers who regularly wrote articles
aspect of Armenian culture and womenl|ines for police responsibilities in re- P P y 9 gularly

who report violence are seen as threatsponding to domestic violence.

ening the family and are pressured to In the report, Amnesty Interna-

keep domestic violence a private ‘family tional calls on the Armenian authorities JAMANAK

matter’.” “to clearly and forcefully condemn UGPSR S LS BLAHE SUFIS LR J ,n, H .E H .l K
According to Amnesty Interna- violence againstwomen” and take other i Kortirls

tional, women in Armenia who try to urgent steps “to change wider social i Ty M | o

report violence in the family often expe- attitudes to domestic and sexual vio- Do ory e

rience social isolation, as friends, rela- jence”. ISTIKLAL CAD. POSTAFILAR SOKAK

tives and neighborsrejectthem. “Women  These steps, according to the ad{ |  pusra st v . = i vod AIUUAIGY, LM OPIRES

often experience reluctance on the partvocacy group, mustinclude criminalizing i T

of the police to getinvolved, and in some domestic violence, facilitating its pre-
cases the police endorse the view thayention and providing support to its

domestic violence is a ‘family matter’,” victims and survivors, ensuring that vic-
the report underscores. tims of domestic and sexual violence

movement. for us. Such people no longer exist,”
“Jamanak was then an important said Nadia Kocunyan, the daily’s man-
actor for the Armenian community, ager and Ara’s mother.

. . oo Aual v both in political and cultural terms,” Jamanak, which is also Turkey’s
. It happe_ns b(_acagsg laws, p(.)“- have a_ccess to t_he criminal justice _Sys'said Turkish-Armenian historian Rober oldest newspaper to have been pub-
cies and practice discriminate againsttem without facing pressure to with- Koptas. lished without interruption since its

women, denying them equality with draw their complaints and raising aware- - - - : :
- - - . The daily, which had a circula- creation, employs eight people today.
men politically, economically, and so- ness of family violence as a crime and a5, of 15 08/0 among the 160,000 \INith a iirzula':i%n ?)f f500 toy

ﬁfsl,lty’|nSt:Ir(qua[\tlilgrc:;?’féﬁlr(;voert:ﬁﬁrcnén human rights violation. Armenians estimated to live in Istanbul 2,000, its four pages offer complete
yu _=urop : The report is based on Amnesty ¢ e time, did not hesitate to raiseinformation about community life as
tral Asia Program Director, speaking International’s research in Yerevan 8Sexplosive subjects, narrating the kill- well as domestic and international

about the general gender situation inwell as in Gyumri and Martuni in 2007 ings of Armenians in Anatolia in the news.

the world. and 2008. 1890s in the form of a serial story. For Jamanak, the hope of a
Negotiators Say Parties in Karabakh Talks To weather the black days of brighter future lays in overcoming the
World War I, Jamanak had to keep aenmity between Turkey and Armenia.

‘Not There Yet’ low profile as hundreds of thousands “If the relations normalise, our

Continued from pagel of Armenians were killed in fresh mas- community will have a very construc-

tional Congress (HAK) had received : . .
ST . , accused o "
invitations from Serzh Sarkisian to sacres across Anatolia ftive role to play,” Ara Kocunyan said.

. ) . siding with invading Russian troops. * ial li i
Another element opposed by aitend a discussion focusing on the®' o9 g h pld If commercial links begin between
hardliners in Armenia is the return of xaabakh settlement later this week From 1915 on, the paper would the two countries, we may even attract
the population, mostly Azerbaijanis, . focus on cultural life and subjects advertisments to the newspaper.”
who were displaced during the active without political implications. Thatwas Turkey has refused to establish
military phase of the conflict, to the i\l not accept the invitation. t.he price it paid for continuing to pub- diplomgtictie; with Armgnla since the
places of their former residence, mostly Aram Sarkisian. the leader of the 'Sh Koptas said. ~ ex-Soviet nation gained independence
in areas surrounding Nagorno- ’ “We continued to go to press in in 1991 and keeps their border shut.
o Hanrapetutyun party, told RFE/RL that b | | st added N
Karabakh, butalso within the unrecog- he can't accept an invitation from a 1915, but we lost a columnist,” adde A prospect of reconciliation
nized republic proper. person who accuses him of “attempt-Ara Kocunyan, grand grandson of emerged in September when President
Under the yet undisclosed plan, ing to usurp power” Sarkis, Jamanak’s co-founder and first Abdullah paid a ground-breaking visit
Nagorno-Karabakh is likely to enjoy an ; editor. to Yerevan to watch a World Cup
Nage ytoenjoyar Lyudmila Sarkisian, who heads : . er
interim status before a referendum is e Social-Democratic Hunchak Party The paper, like the Armenian qualifying football match between the
held at some indefinite future date to .,: , L - .~ community, witnessed other dark pe-two countries on the invitation of his
e i said she won'’t participate in the dis- riods: World War I, during which ¢ ¢ Serzh Sarkisian
decide its ultimate status. cussion either as she thinks that the ; counterpar :

Other provisions of such a settle- 5 horities are trying to make a show

ment mightinclude strong international sy international structures that every- Investigative Journalist Attacked in Yerevan
guarantees of security to the populationying is normal in the country. She also .
of the area backed up with an overlandears that with this move the authori- CONtinuedfrompage 1

link connecting Nagorno-Karabakh to

The leaders of the key parties
participating in the HAK have said they

2008 has been slammed by local and

: ” ) X ties mean to draw the opposition into international media watchdogs and
Armenia as well as financial aid from e giscussion in order to lay the re-in Armenia’s mining industry. human rights groups throughout the
the international community for reha- gn5ngibility for a future decision on The latest attack became the sev-year.
bilitation in the conflict zone. Karabakh upon the opposition. enth case of violence used against a  However, none of the crimes

Stepan Demirchian, the leader of media representative in Armenia this have been revealed and no one has
Opposition Declines the opposition People’s Party of Ar- year. In August, the then acting chief been punished for either organizing or
Serzh Sarkisian Invitatsion menia, told reporters on Wednesdayof RFE/RL’s Yerevan bureau Hrach committing those attacks against jour-
Levon Zurabian a senior repre- that he will not accept the invitation. Melkumian also became a victim of an nalists.
sentative of Armenia’s opposition on The Liberal Party, another mem- apparently politically motivated attack. The attack against Baghdasarian
Tuesday announced that the membember of the HAK, is also set to ignore the was condemned by Armenia’s main

parties of the opposition Armenian Na- invitation. The rise in violence against media in opposition alliance.
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From the Bookshelf On the back of the Khachkar, the
The POIlSh Armenians And Their folloyving inscri'ption in Polish and Ar-
. menian are written as follows:
Khachkar in Cracow THIS KHACHKAR
) WHICH IS A ‘CROSS STONE’

By Jacek Chrzaszczewski o ITH THE ARMENIAN ‘BLOOK-

Published by the author, with coop- B P RN 0 NlANSCOMMEMORATES THE ARME-

eration with the Armenian Cultural
Association of Cracow, Poland,
Printed in Cracow, 140 pages 2007.

WHO

LIVED IN POLAND FROM THE
14TH CENTURY

AND HAD RENDERED A LOT OF
SERVICES

FOR THE REPUBLIC

Reviewed by Sarkis Y.Karayan, M.D.

A few weeks ago | received this
most unusual book from its author,
Jacek Chrzaszczewski (pronounced

Khshonchevski). | say unusual becaussg L EXECUTED ON THE ARMENIANS IN
it is in six languages, namely in Polish, Wﬂ” TURKEY IN 1915 THE ARMENIANS AND
crgion, renen, German, ussanand  MOMEOENL | [merosswmoenomen e L camioue
Armeman. Some five years ago, the - IV 1944 IN KUTY ON THE CZEREMOSZ PRIESTS IMPRISONED ,KILLED OR
Armenian Cultural Association of AND IN OTHER BOARDERLAND TAKEN AWAY TO SIBERIA BY

Cracow (Krakow) decided to install a ORMIANIE POLSCY

THIS MONUMENT IS ALSO DEDI-
CATED TO
THE VICTIMS OF THE GENOCIDE

ak

khachkar “Cross Stone” in Krakow in I CHARTRAR W Raaaie the east, and Austria and Germany from Poland has been the first colony of
southern Poland. The design and othe RS the west. Poland was partitioned threeAfmenlan§ in Europe, And j[hey have
details of the khachkar was conferred to times,in 1772, 1793 and 1795. It was been relatively welcome in this country.

Jacek Chrzaszczewski, who is a well First.starting in the 9th century, it was partly reestablished by Napoleonin 1807, The Armenians immigrants arrived dur-
known Polish historian of art and archi- built for the salvation of the soul of the as the Grand Duchy of Warsaw. In 1918, ing eleventh century mainly from Crimea,
tect and who wrote the book under benefactor who contributed to the ex- it was proclaimed as an independent Re@s well as from Persia, Turkey and
review. | think | have to give his short penses of building a church, The public. However, it was divided again eastern Turkey, to escape massacre from
biography, as given by him in the book khachkar was put on the facade of thebetween Germany and USSR in 1939. invading Seljuk Turks.
mentioned: “Jacek Chrzaszczewski-thechurch. Second reason for building A second tragic similarity of the The Armenians were welcome
author of khachkar’s project in Krakow- khachkars; they were being erected onhistory of Polish and Armenian peoples Strangers on the lands of Polish crown.
is an architect and a historian of art, adifferent occasions to commemorate is the huge human losses of both nations'hey received considerable economic
graduate of the Cracow University of military victories, immortalize histori- during the twentieth century. privileges from the Polish kings, and the
Technology and the Jagiellonian Univer- cally important events and to commemo- The Armenians were massacredgreat landowners. The Armenian dis-
sity in Krakow, a member of the Arme- rate the completion of churches, foun- during First World War by the Ottoman tricts in Polish royal and private cities in
nian Cultural Association (of Krakow tains, bridges and other constructions. Turks. Fifty percent were ruthlessly Which there were Armenians, had their
S.K.), the author of many publications Third: Khachkars were also con- massacred during 1914-1923 in Turkey.Schools, hospitals, baths, town halls,
on the Armenian architecture and art instructed on the occasion of restorationThis is known now as the Genocide monasteries and churches. The Arme-
Poland, among others, two books: of churches and donation to monaster-perpetrated by the Turkish governmentnian communities in Poland had consid-
Ormianskie swiatynie na Podolu (Arme- ies. Four:Khachkars served as graveof Young Turks. The total number of erable autonomy, local self —govern-
nian Churches in Podolia), Cracow 1998 stones. Armenians in the world was about 4.8 ment and even their judiciary separate
and Koscioly Ormian polskich (The The art of development of million persons in 1914. By 1923, the from the Polish ones. They engaged
Churches of Polish Armenians), War- khachkars reached their zenith duringtotal of surviving Armenians were only mainly in trade with eastern countries,
saw 2003. (Note: Podolu is the southernthe 13th century,.. The decorations en-2.2 million. Thus the genocide cost Ar- Persia, India etc.
part of Ukraine at present,S.K.) graved on the stones during this periodmenians about 2.6 millions dead.(For The Armenian immigrants, not for-
[Here | may add that when the are so fine that they resemble adetails of calculation of these losses, thegetting their origin, quickly attached them-
khachkar in Krakow, Poland was in- goldsmith's artor Armenian embroidery reader may refer to my article titled “AnSelves to their new homeland and served
stalled in 2004, | wrote about it in the needle work. Inquiry into the Statistics of the Turkish it faithfully. Just to give one example.
Armenian newspaper , Nor Or, and in Summing up:The khachkars are a Genocide of the Armenians 1914-1918”. When the Ottoman armies reached the
English in the Armenian Reporter and part of the Armenian art of sculpture, they The Armenian Review, vol.XXV, no.4, gates of Vienna, King Jan IIl Sobieski of
Nor Gyank weeklies.My article wastitled have a pure national character, expressWinter 1972, pp.3-44) Poland helped to throw away the invading
“In spite of active interference by the ing the Christian faith, the patriotism and The Polish people as a result of six Turkish forces from the gates of Vienna
Turkish Ambassador in Warsaw, Arme- high culture, as well as the aesthetic sensgears of war from 1939 to 1945, lost On Sept. 14, 1683, a victory ascribed to
nian Genocide Commemorated with aof the Armenian people. For these rea-6,028,000 of its citizens, or 22% of its the gallantcharge of Polish cavalry led by
Khachkar-Monument in Krakow, Po- sons they occupy a worthy place in thepopulation, the highest ratio of losses toSobieski himself, an action in which a
land on April 17, 2004"] treasury of World Art. (For examples of population of any country in Europe force of 5,000 Armenians, drawn from
| think almost every Armenian khachkars through the ages, one mayduring World War Il. About 50% of the Armenian communities of Poland,
knows what a khachkar is. For the refer to the magnificent book “Armenian these victims were Polish Christians andparticipated. (Reference: The article of
reader who does not know what it is, | Khachkars” , printed in Echmiadzin, by 50% were Polish Jews. Approximately “Polish King Jan Ill Sobieski's letter to
give this brief explanation. A khachkar order of His Holiness Vasken Catholicos 5,384,000 or 89.9 % of Polish war the Armenian Catholicos Nahabed | *in
literally means “a cross made of stone”. of all Armenians, 1972). losses (Jews and ethnic Christian Polish'The Armenian Review, Dec. 1979,
In the early days of introduction of The book under consideration by people) were the victims of prisons, Vol.xxxiii, pp. 386-397"
Christianity into Armenia — that is fourth  Jacek has two main parts. It is about 24death camps, raids, executions , annihi- The Armenian communities were
century- they started erecting the symbolpages in each language mentioned abovdation of ghettoes, epidemics, starvation, mainly in Lwow(L'viv, Lvov), Kamieniec
of the new religion — the Cross- Accord- The first five pages gives the history of excessive work and ill treatment. (SeePodolski and Zamosc. With time, the
ing to tradition, St.Gregory the lllumina- Polish Armenians in history and up to Richard C.Lukas,.” The Forgotten Armenians livingin Poland started writ-
tor erected crosses near Echmiadzin apresent days, and the next 19 pages i$lolocaust:The Poles under German Oc-ng their full name in Polish. Within the
the site of the martyrdom of the aboutthe design and construction of thecupation, 1939-1944") page 38. Second17thcentury, following their Archbishop
Hripsimiants virgins, and also on roads, khachkar and the political interference Revised edition, 1997 Hippokrene Books, of Lwow, Nikolayos Torosyan- Mikolaj
At first the crosses were made of wood. of the Turkish government in what is New York) R.Lukas quotes Nurowski, Torosowicz, the Armenian parish coun-
Needless to say, the Cross haswritten on the khachkar. “War Losses in Poland” Lukas adds thatCils in Poland, one after another, ac-
been adopted all over the world as a The histories of Poland and Arme- “predictably there is no agreement con- cepted the union with the Latin Church.
universal symbol by all nations that have nia have many similarities. Both nations cerning the exact number of Polish Chris-One historian estimated, 30 years ago,
accepted Christianity. In case of Arme- have been squeezed and occasionallyians and Polish Jews who perished athat there are 10,000 Polish of Armenian
nians, the wooden crosses were discondestroyed by strong invading neighborsthe hand of the Nazis. Most informed ©rigin, judging fromthe Polishized names
tinued, and around 7th century woodensince the middle ages. Armenians haveestimates place the loss of Polish Chris-having Armenian roots.
crosses were replaced by stone crosseseen invaded by Iranians, Arabs, Turkstians at2.8to 3.1 million and Polish Jews
Starting from the 9th century, after the and Byzantine Greeks, pushing theirat 2.9 to 3.2 million. Part of Polish The Idea of Construction of the
weakening of the Arab domination in homeland to the west, to Cilicia in 11th Christians dead, probably around 50,000 Khachkar in Cracow
Armenia, renaissance of architecturecenturies, to Crimea mostly by the de-were due to Soviet NKVD.[ The figure On April 24 of each year, Arme-
appeared. And it is in this period that struction of Ani and its surroundings and of 6 million Jews who died during the nians all over the world celebrate the
stone crosses began to be built. from there to Southern Ukraine and Holocaust refers to total number of Jewsanniversary of the genocide mentioned
The purpose for building of the Poland. The Polish Republic has beenwho perished from all the countries of
khachkars have been several.invaded by Russians and Mongols, fromEurope during this period].. Continued on page 4



(4 Massis weekly NOVEMBER 22, 20013

St. Nersess Seminary Alumni Gather for
Annual Retreat

By Megan Jendian Succinctly stated: “You must focus on
Jesus, Others, and then Yourself.”
New Rochelle, NY -- “Behold, Fr. Glenn, a much loved and ad-

how good and pleasant it is when breth-mired retreat leader for generations of St
ren dwell together in unity!”—Psalm Nersess Seminarians, drew a distinction
133. Gathered for prayer and fellow- between happiness and joy. “We cannot
ship, St. Nersess Alumni retreated from manufacture joy,” he said. “Joy is a gift
various parts of the Eastern Diocese androm the Lord, a fruit of the Holy Spirit.”
enjoyed the season’s first snowfall in The grey-robed friar encouraged
Greenville, NY at the Ararat Youth & the alumni to respond humbly to the call
Conference Center. This annual reunionof sainthood, reminding them that each off;
is an opportunity for graduates to recon-us is “destined for greatness and hard
nect and reflect. wired for holiness.” When there is a

More than 50 St. Nersess Alumni betrayal of what and who we are intended
are serving the Armenian Church To- to be in the sight of the Lord, sadness,
day. Thirty-eight (38) clergy and nine disappointment, and shame can all dimin-St. Nersess Alumni pose with brothers of the Franciscan Friars of the
(9) lay men and women serving the ish joy. “In silence and solitude we may Reénewal attheir annual retreat

Armenian Church today have completed more clearly face ourselves,” he advised.mission of the Seminary. Alumni dis- Upon returning from the Catskill
a graduate theological program of St. Prayer, Song and Scripture cussed organizing a day in the parisheMountain retreat, Fr. Stepanos
Nersess Seminary. Eleven (11) more During the afternoon Fr. Glenn to highlight vocations. Fr. Yeprem, Pas- Doudoukjian echoed the sentiments of his

have studied at St. Nersess for shortereagerly ushered in 8 of his novices,tor of St. Mesrob Armenian Church brotherand sister alumni: “My time shared
periods of time. Close to 80% of the young men who have begun the procesgRacine, WI) serves the alumni with together with fellow alumni was renew-

clergy serving the Eastern Diocese haveof devoting their lives to the religious enthusiasm and love. ing, rejuvenating and relaxing...| always
studied at St. Nersess. order. They accompanied the alumni in The alumni also recognized His look forward to our yearly retreat.”
Jesus, Others, Yourself a time of prayer, singing, and Scripture Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian All clergy and full-time servants of

Assembled on Monday, October reading. As voices filled the room and for his recognition of the importance of the Armenian Church—regardless of
27, men and women of St. Nersess weresnow was falling outside, these youngsuch a gathering and for his continuing their alma mater—are welcome to join
together for an evening of faith sharing, novices “provided the environment to be support of the Seminary and its Alumni. the St. Nersess Alumni in their spiritual

relationship strengthening, and laughter.immersed in a prayerful time with the The next gathering of alumni is and outreach activities and in fellowship.
Following a chilly night's rest, thirteen Lord,” stated Fr. Tateos Abdalian. scheduled for the May 2009 Diocesan
participants were led by Fr. Glenn Fr. Yeprem Kelegian, Chairman of Assembly in Wynnewood, PA. It has * Megan Jendian, Associate Coor-

Sudano, C.F.R. (Franciscan Friar of thethe Alumni Association, led a meeting to become a tradition for the alumni to dinator of Christian Education, Dept. of
Renewal) and long-time friend of the hear reports from the Seminary Deanshare an early-morning breakfast at theYouth & Education of the Eastern Dio-
Seminary, along a morning journey of and Director of Vocations, and to share Diocesan Assembly. cese, is the most recent St. Nersess
reflection on the “Joy of the Ministry.” ideas concerning how to support the Renewing Rejuvenating Relaxing  graduate.

The PolishArmenians And Their Khachkarin Cracow adds that he putmedallions with lettersinFranciszek Macharski (pronounced
Armenian-#S short for Hisous or JesusMabharski), Archbishop oKrakow.

Continued from page 3 dor in Poland, Dr.Ashot Hovakimian, in Armenian above the right arm of the During the celebrations, the med-
when visiting the President of the city, cross and the letters KS- short for Christ-als of St.Gregory the llluminator were
above. The author says that the genocid@Xpressed his regret that Armenians didabove the left arm. At the base of thegiven to the Cardinal, the parish priest of
committed by Turks has been well not have any place where they couldkhachkar it is written in Armenian the Roman Catholic Parish of St. Nicho-
known and reflected in the Polish litera- coOmmemorate their deceased In<US3GLMPUandinPolishORMIANON, las, to the President of the Armenian
ture. In the novel “Przedwiosnie” [An Krakow. The idea of building a little meaning to the Armenians. [ For some Cultural Association and to the designer
Early Spring} by Stefan Zeromski- one monument was born at the moment.unknown reason, Armenians are calledof the Khachkar and the author of this
of the most famous Polish novelist- the Finding a location and designing it was Ormianie in Polish,S.K.] book, Mr.Jacek Chrzaszczewski. Present
main character of this novel- the son of acharged to Mr. Jacek Chrzaszczewski, On January 6, 2004 , the priest at this ceremony were members of the
Polish engineer, working at the oil indus- the author of this book under review, Tadeusz Isakowicz-Zaleski [Isahagian] City Council of Krakow, Members of
try in Baku, was a witness of the revolu- by the Armenian Cultural Association convened a press conference duringhe Institute of National Remembrance

tionary events and the slaughter of Arme-0f Krakow. which he informed the Polish press, theand Polish Parliamentarian Mr.John
nians in the Caucasus. The face of a radio and the television about the monu-Rotika. The Armenian Ambassador to
beautiful Armenian girl, whose deadbody The Location of the Monument ment of khachkar to be installed. SoonPoland said,” This is an important day
was lying on the cart remained in his The most appropriate location for after, as expected, the Turkish Ambas-for us today. Christis risen today and the

memory. This book is an obligatory school the monument seemed to be a placesadorin Poland, Dr.Candan Azer visited Armenian nation is risen too”.
reading in Poland. A film on the basis of already sanctified- with along —standing the President of Krakow and the Minis-
this novel was recently made in Poland. tradition of celebration- namely, in the try of Foreign Affairs in Warsaw, cat- Genocide Recognition by the
(Here | should add that Stefan vicinity of St.Nicholas ChurchinKrakow. egorically protested against the inscrip- Polish Parliament
Zeromski, born 1864, died 1925, was aAt present, a fence and a lane of treedion planned on this monument, de- Avyear after the construction of the
Polish novelist and dramatist. He was separates the parcel of St.Nicholas churchmanding the removal of the words ‘geno- khachkar in Krakow, on 19 April 2005,
called the “conscience of Polish Litera- from Copernicus main street, creating acide’ ‘Turkey’ and the ‘year 1915’from the Polish parliament- the Sejm in War-
ture”. He also wrote under the pen namessheltered urban interior. the inscription. In response to the Turk- ggy- officially recognized the Genocide
Maurycy Zich, Josef Katerla and Stefan The author adds that the khachkarsish Ambassador’s diplomatic interven- ofthe Armenians by giving the following
Iksmorez. In recognition of his literary of the Polish Armenians in Poland and tion, the Archmandrite of Krakow Mon- pronouncement : “The Sejm of the Re-
achievements, he was granted the privi-Russia were on the whole more modestastery, Tadeush Isahakyan-Zaleski senpublic of Poland is paying homage to
lege of using an apartment at the Royalthan the works of this type in Armenia, an open letter to the Turkish Ambassa-victims of the genocide committed on
Castle in Warsaw. He was listed for theand few were preserved thru history, dor to Poland informing him that any the Armenian population in Turkey dur-
Nobel Prize in Literature). except in two locations, in Kamienec historian respecting himself cannot but ing World War 1. The memory about the
Every year, probably since the Podolskiand inthe Armenian cathedral confirm the historical fact of the Arme- yictims of this crime, condemning it, is
collapse of USSR both the Poles ofin Lwow[both in Ukrainia now]. The nian Genocide, and that the disputes, inamora|0b|igation of the entire mankind,
Armenian originand Armenianslivingin author states that he consciously re-our case around the word “Genocide” g states and all men of goodwill.” The
Poland remember the extermination offerred, to the decorative motives, orna-are senseless. The Archmandrite asketiembers of Parliament agreed on this
Armenians made by Turks during World ments and architectural details of this the Ambassador not to interfere into this geclaration unanimously and honored
War I. Every year at the anniversary of most important sanctuary of the Polishissue any more. the Armenian victims standing with a
the genocide, a mass is said in theArmenians in his project of Krakow The Khachkar in Krakow, as men- minute of silence.
Armenian Catholic rite at the Roman khachkar. tioned above, is within the confines of The Armenians all over the world
Catholic church of St.Nicholas in Krakow The author than describes the St.Nicholas Church. It was unveiled should be thankful to Jacek
in which participate the ambassador of monument's design. It is two and a half on 17th of April, 2004. and at 4 p.m. chrzaszczewski for creating this
Republic of Armenia, the members of meters tall, and it is carved in light- the ceremonial Armenian mass Surpkhachkar, and propagating the fact of
the Parliament of the Republic of Poland yellow beautiful sandstone, brought spe-Badarak was said by the Canon Tadeuszhe genocide by the Turks in so many
and the President of the council of cially from stone quarries in Lower Isahakian-Zaletski in the presence Oflanguages. Thr Armenian translation in
Krakow and other government officials. Silesia. Discussion of the design is quiteabout 400 persons, mainly Armeniansthe book is by Angela Gayumova, the
After a such a celebration in 2003, technical, and only specialists along thiswho live in different parts of Poland.It editor is Veronica Hovhannisian, and
the contemporary Armenian ambassa-line willunderstand his explanations. He was blessed by his Eminence Antjey Pisowich.
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11th International Armenia Fund

Telethon 2008

November 27, 2008 Thanksgiving Day

B:00am - B:00pm PST

My home, Armenia

Arizona -COX 13 - DirecTV 7 or 887
KAZT Ch.7 71 12 MST
Phoenix / Scottsdale/Tempe - OWEST 13 «Dish 27 poe-258
Central California KGMC Ch. 43 43.1 | -COMCAST 10 +Dish 43 Bam-Bpm PST
Fresno & Central Califormia
Northern California «DirecTV 26 or 893
KTSF i * COMCAS Bam-Tpm PST
San Francisco & Bay Area th. 26 el b " e «Dish 26 or 3237 &
Southern California - DirecTV 18
KSCI Ch. 18 1 | ALL CABLE SYSTEMS 18 Bam-8pm PST
Greater Los Angeles Area ok =Dish 18 i
«RCN 21
Massachusetts WMFP Ch. 62 62,1 | *CHARTER 25 -DirecTV 62 0r 956 | Tpm-11pm EST
Greater Boston Area = TIME WARNER 17
«COMCAST 17,19 or 20
Michigan *GHARTER 3, 6,10 or 20 *DirecTV 887 or 20 | 12pm-Bom EST
Detroit VYD Ch. 20 201 1. cOMCAST 3,13 ar 20 - Dish 8034
Missouri ; g
5t. Louis & Jefferson County w ® | -CHARTER 8or83 » 10am-10pm CST
Nevada Kvew ch.33 | 331 |-cox 6 *DirocTV 33 9am-Spm PST
Las Viegas *Dish 33
-RCN Ch. 19
N"Eﬁ"g." WMBC Ch.63 | 3.1 | -CABLEVISION Ch.20 -Dish 630 8115 | 12pm-Bom EST
il iorks L2y - TIME WARMER Ch. 10,18, 21,63 or 78
- CABLEVISION 20
« PATRIOT MEDIA 12
New Jersey WMBC Ch. 63 63.1 |- COMCAST 19, 20, 23 or 63 - Dish 63 or 8115 12pm-Bpm EST
- TIME WARNER 20, 21 or 63
-EAGLE 55
* DirecTV 55 or 952
Texas KTBU Ch. 55 55.1 | -COMCAST 55 e ol 4pm-10gm CST
Houston Dish 55 or B382
- TVMAX 7 or 5

GlobeCast WorldTV North American Satellite Coverage
* H1-Armenian Public Television Ch. 114
* Armenian Russian Television Network Ch. 758
#* Horizon Armenian Television on TelStar 5

Webcast www.armeniafund.org

800-888-8897

111 M Jackson 56 Suile 208
Glemdale, TA G1208

Amﬁig%
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