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Admission: $50.00 « Ages 6-12: $25.00 » Ages 5 & Under Free
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If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!
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Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

Mazareth V. Jansezlan, Esqg.
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121st Anniversary of Social Democrat Hunchakian Party Commemorated ArmeniaWins 2nd
Consecutive Chess

GLENDALE, CA — On Novem-
ber 22, the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party commemorated the
121stanniversary of the party’s found-
ing. The event which took place at
Glendale Community Church and was
attended by His Eminence Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian, Father Andon
Saroyan of St. Gregory Armenian
Catholic Church, SDHP Central Com-
mittee Chairman Mr. Setrag Ajemian,
Party officials, representatives of vari-
ous Armenian organizations, commu-
nity representatives, as well as a
crowded audience.

Olympiad Gold

DRESDEN, Germany — Armenia
won its second straight gold medal at the
Chess Olympiad Tuesday by defeating
China 2.5-1.5inthe 11th andfinal round.

Armenia’s only win came on board
four where Tigran L. Petrosian beat Li
Chao. Armenia finished the tournament
alone in first place with 19 points. Two
points are awarded for each match win
and one for a tie.

Israel took silver with 18 points
after beating the Netherlands 2.5-1.5.

The SDHP Western USA region The United States took bronze on
Chairman, Dr. Hampik Safarian embod- a tiebreaker after upsetting second-seed
ied the significance of the occasion, bytinues its great effort even in today’s resolution to the Nagorno Karabakh Ukraine witha 3.5-0.5 drubbing, getting
noting that 121 years ago the SDHP Armenia, stressing the need for humanconflict with principles of democracy Wins from Gata Kamsky against Vassily
became first political organization for rights, political and democratic re- and self determination. Ivanchuk on board one, Alexander
the Armenian people, which from its forms. The evening’s keynote speaker OnlschukagalnstPaveI Eljano_von board
inception to the present stages continues SDHP Western region Executive was former Deputy Prime Minister thr_ee, and Yuri Shulman against Zahar
to advocate for the Armenian causesCommittee member Mr. Souren and Deputy Defense Minister of the Efimenko on board_ four. Hikaru
worldwide and struggles for a indepen- Khoudenyan conveyed the current is-Republic of Armenia, Mr. Vahan Nakamura of the United States drew

dent, democratic Armenia. sues concerning the SDHP within the Shirkhanyan, current member of the Sergey Karjakin on board two.

Mr. Garo Garabedian, Esg. rep- Armenian Diaspora, the Republic of SDHP’s Central Committee in Arme- The rout left the teams tied at 17
resenting the Armenian National Con- Armenia, and Artsakh. Mr. _
gress, expressed Congress’ appreciakhoudenyan articulated the SDHP’s Continued on page 4 Continued on page 3

tion for the SDHP’s historical advo- continued resolve to gain ajust verdict . . .
cacy and endurance for the rights ofin matters Concerning Armenian Cause, Artsakh PreSIdent BakO Sahaklan MeetS Wlth

Armenians, noteing thatthe SDHP con-democracy in Armenia, and a peaceful Socjal Democrat Hunchakian Party Representatives

Thomas Hammarberg: Armenia Has Failed to
Comply With the Demands of the Council of Europe

YEREVAN -- Armenia has thus
far mostly failed to comply with the
repeated demands of the Council of
Europe in its current handling of the
post-election crisis, said Thomas
Hammarberg, the Council of Europe’s
commissioner for human rights, who
ended his three-day fact-finding visit
to Armenia at the weekend.

The Strasbourg official specifi-
cally said that his criticism concerned
the lack of progress in exposing those
responsible for the post-election vio-
lence on March 1 as well as the con-

CE commissioner for human rights

tinuing criminal investigations and tri- Thomas Hammarberg
als of opposition activists in connec- “l am critical about some of the
tion with those events. trials that have already been concluded LOS ANGELES - On November 25, Artsakh President Bako Sahakian met

At a press conference in Yerevan and about the preparation of the majorwith members of Social Democrat Hunchakian Party Western United States
on Saturday, Hammarberg said in acase against the seven prisoners,”"Executive Committee. During the meeting, issues regarding Artsakh - Diaspora
report he is going to submit to the Hammarberg said in reference to therelations, as well the country’s current financial, administrative, and socio-
Council of Europe soon he will men- case of seven leading opposition mem-economic developments were discussed. Furthermore, Diasporan initiatives to
tion as the only positive development bers, including Alexander Arzumanian, strengthen Artsakh’s advancement towards a stronger economy as well as
the fact that a fact-finding group has Armenia’s ex-foreign minister and lead- maintain military viability against any Azeri intimidation were deemed of utmost
been set up in Armenia to conduct aning supporter of opposition leader importance.
additional probe into the March 1 un- Levon Ter-Petrosian in last February’s The SDHP delegation led by Chairman Dr. Hampik Sarafian expressed the
rest at an expert level. At the samepresidential election, as well as three Diaspora’s concerns on recent developments of negotiations that have transpirec
time, the commissioner said he will members of parliament who have beenbetween the Republic of Armenia and Azeriregimes. He emphasized the political
have to critically assess the generaljailed since March for their alleged party’s solidarity and support for the liberty of Artsakh’s Armenian population
lack of progress in his report. roles in the post-election developments.for a democratic right to self determination, and the need for Artsakh to partake

“We are boundto be criticalwhen All are charged under Article 300 of in any further international negotiations. The SDHP delegation also emphasized
it comes to developments or lack of Armenia’s Criminal Code (“usurpation the need for a strategic plan that will be geared toward strengthening the borders
developments,” Hammarberg empha-of state power”) and part 2 of Article of Artsakh through repopulation of the border villages and towns in preparation

sized to reporters. 225 (“instigating and organizing mass for a possible future referendum which will determine the final status of Nagorno
In particular, Hammarberg criti- disturbances”). Karabagh.
cized Armenian prosecutors and judi- The Strasbourg official said he The NKR President emphasized the indispensable need to further strengther

cial authorities for the continuing case would express his final opinion on the contacts between the Diaspora and Artsakh, to form an atmosphere of construc-:
against several oppositionists, which case of the oppositionists after thetive cooperation between various political forces. Both sides established that
he said lacked a strong ground to be Artsakh’s independence and its future is one of the most important issues that
initiated in the first place. Continuedonpage2 faces and unites the Armenian Diaspora.
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GourgenYeghazarian: Opposition Defends Skipping Sarkisian-Hosted
Only ALegitimate Governmentin Armenia Can ‘Karabakh Consultations’
Guarantee Artsakh Independence YEREVAN -- Several leading Party of Armenia, defended his deci-

members of Armenia’s main opposi- Sion by saying that many opposition
YEREVAN -- On November 24 through the international negotiations tion stood by their decisions not to members and activists, among them

addressing the “Mirror” press club, with Azerbaijan, when Armenia and attend a rare discussion on Karabakhprominent Karabakh war veterans,
former Deputy Minister of the National Azerbaijan already have defined borders,held by Serzh Sarkisian and leaders ofcontinue to be imprisoned for their

Security, Mr. Gourgen Yeghazarian, as does Artsakh. Lastly, he questionedseveral dozen political parties. alleged roles in the post-election
member of the Social Democrat the validity of the guarantees Mr. Nearly all political parties making clashes.
Hunchakian Party’s Central Committee Sarkisian expressed as to the people inp the opposition Armenian National Demirchian, however, welcomed

in Armenia conveyed the Party’s belief Artsakh, whenthey already have ademo-Congress (HAK) had refused to autho- the principles of a Karabakh settlement
that nothing was gained by the recentcratically elected government, with an rize their leaders to participate in the that President Sarkisian had reportedly
discussion of the Artsakh situation initi- executive and a legislative branch. extended political ‘consultations’ fo- invoked during the closed discussions.
ated by Serzh Sarkisian with Armenian Mr. Yeghazarian stressed that in cusing on the current stage and pros-Yet, the opposition member called for
political parties. He stated that the dis-order to fully understand the scope of pects in the settlement of a long-run- more clarity as far as details of such a
cussion did not convey any key frame- the latest developments of the Artsakhning dispute between Armenia and settlement are concerned.
works being reported in the press andissue, as well as the recent invitation of Azerbaijan over an ethnic Armenian “An overland link with Armenia,
acted as a mere show for the interna-olitical parties to “address” these devel- enclave that broke free of Baku’'s con- strong security guarantees and the
tional community by the present regime opments by the current Armenian re- trol following a 1991-1994 war and exercise of the right to self-determina-
to demonstrate that normalcy is cur- gime, one has to look back to the Febru-has stayed de-facto independent sincetion — this is naturally a set of prin-
rently prevalent in Armenia. ary 19 Presidential elections in Armenia, Last Thursday's consultations ciples that one can expect to receive a
In relation to the key frameworks and the opposition to the falsification of were held behind closed doors, with positive response. Butas far as | know,
addressed in the press, Mr. Yeghazarianthe elections by the Armenian people. Hethe presidentimposing a condition that no discussion focused on the details of
specifically asked what exactly Serzh stated thatwith the falsified election, Mr. participants use the information re- the ongoing negotiations, namely the
Sarkisian meant when he stated thatSarkisian does not have any legitimacyceived at the meeting in their later so-called Madrid principles,”
there will be a referendum for the issue within the country nor with the interna- public and political discourse without Demirchian told RFE/RL.
at hand. “The populace of Artsakh hastional community. He noted thatin order making direct references to the event Lyudmila Sarkisian, of the So-
had for over a decade already informedfor there to be a peaceful internationally speakers. cial-Democratic Hunchakian Party,
the international community of its inten- backed resolution for the Artsakh issue The HAK’s leader Levon Ter- criticized Sarkisian for ‘making a
tion, a de-facto referendum,” he said. with democratic principles of self deter- petrosian had not been invited to thesplash’ by calling such a discussion.
Mr. Yeghazarian also questioned how amination as guidelines, Armenia must event as formally he isn’t a political “We have once again made sure
referendum would work in a peaceful establish itself as a truly democratic party leader. that Sarkisian is trying to lie. It is clear
manner, how is it possible to obtain country. The major HAK-member parties that he has nothing to say to the people
peace when Azerbaijan could flood As for the reported Madrid peace had been free to make separate decitoday and through this sort of consoli-
Artsakh with 300 thousand Azeris to accords, Mr. Yeghazarian stresses thations on participation but eventually dation of political forces he is simply
counter the free will of the Artsakhzis. any accord which as a starting pointrefused to attend the gathering citingtrying to show to the outside world
Mr Yeghazarian also addressed to thenullifies the democratically elected gov- the continuing imprisonment of scores that he takes into account the opinion
press club exactly which borders Serzhernment as well as Artsakh’'s armedof their members and supporters inof the whole Armenian society,” she

Sarkisian entails will be determined forces should be a nonstarter. ‘politically motivated cases.’ told RFE/RL.
. Among major HAK allies attend- “It is clear that Armenian forces
Watchdog Expert Calls for ‘Meaningful Reform’ ing the discussion was Zharangutyunwill withdraw from at least five dis-

(Heritage), the only opposition party tricts,” she further charged. “As for
currently represented in the Armenian the Lachin corridor, | wish he at least
parliamentthat backed Ter-Petrosian’'smanaged to preserve Armenian influ-
election bid in last February’s presi- ence there. Because if either Russian
dential poll. or NATO peacekeepers are deployed
Stepan Demirchian, asenior HAK there, we will lose both Lachin and the

representative and leader of the People’svhole of Karabakh.”

iINArmenia

NEW YORK -- Armenia needs a
more dedicated reform action to deal
with the consequences of its worst
political crisis, according to a repre-
sentative of aleading US human rights
organization.

In an exclusive interview with
RFE/RL, Christopher Walker, who is

director of studies at New York-based

Freedom House, said the Armenian I W E E Continued frompage 1 between police and protesters had been

government’s steps in the aftermath of “Despite Armenia’'s economic based solely on police testimony, in
the political upheaval in March so far growth over the last few years, much indictment in the case was ready. Butwhich case, according to him, addi-
“have been only partial.” of the strategic parts of the economyhe expressed doubts that there was “aional evidence is required.

Walker, whose department has are held by a fairly small number of sufficient ground even to start the trial Before leaving Yerevan,
closely followed and published annual senior political officials, and this is against those seven.” Hammarberg said he was disappointed
reports on the state of human rightssomething of an enormous concern, “I have not so far seen any strong about the pieces of information he had
protection and democracy in different because political freedom will be pro- evidence which would make it pos- learned while on the visit.
countries of the world, finds it a greater pelled by economic freedom, they go sible for an independent court to sen- The Council of Europe’s com-
concern that in recent years Armenia’shand in hand. In Armenia there is atence these seven for attempting tomissioner is due to submit his report to
authorities “have not advanced mean-very mixed record on this,” the Free- change power in this country with the plenary session of the Parliamen-
ingful reforms” to ensure a change in dom House expert said. violence,” Hammarberg said. tary Assembly of the Council of Eu-
the fundamentals. Another area that requires re- He also called it unacceptable rope (PACE) in January. The session,

“We haven't seen the sort of form, according to the expert, is free- that the scripts of wiretapped phonein particular, is expected to discuss
meaningful, durable and dedicated re-dom of speech. conversations of the defendants in theArmenia’s compliance with its resolu-
form efforts that one should look for in “By our evaluations Armenia is case had been published in the presstions 1609 and 1620.

Armenia,” the expert said. not the worst performer in the non- which, he said, is an unacceptable “l believe that what | testify to

Speaking about specific areas, Baltic former Soviet Union, but the phenomenon in a law-abiding state,them would have some importance for
Walker said: “Clearly there are a con- record still leaves a lot to be desired insince it invades privacy and violates their conclusion when it comes to the
siderable number of areas where re-a number of respects. personal data protection rights. possible sanction, which would mean
forms are needed. Some of the areas “What we would look for is a “These methods are unaccept-thatthe parliamentary delegation from
that the Council of Europe has empha-true opening and true enabling of theable for a society guided by human Armenia would be deprived of their
sized in the aftermath of the March media environment to be accessible atights protection,” Hammarberg un- right to vote,” Hammarberg said. “The
events included freedom of assembly.a national level to a wide range of derscored. fact that other things happened, such
There have been partial steps therevoices on a consistent basis. And | The Council of Europe’s com- as the Georgia war, the Karabakh dis-
There have also been some steps irdon’t think that's the case. | think missioner said he had received reportscussion, Turkey, etcetera, does not
forming a body to review the events of there is a possibility [in Armenia] for about pressures put on witnesses durehange the fact that this is seen as a
March, which | think have been looked voices to participate to a degree, buting trials. He also called it admissible serious matter in the Council of Eu-
at with cautious optimism...” we would look for a much higher that charges and verdicts in a numberrope. We need to protect the standards

According to Walker, the eco- standard, and | don’t think this is an of cases and trials examining clashesthat we have agreed upon.”

nomic sphere is a separate area oflunreasonable expectation,” Walker
concern in Armera concluded. I

Thomas Hammarberg: Armenia Has Failed to
Comply With the Demands of the Council of Europe
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Corruption In Armenia: Always Going Up Richard Giragosian: Government Desperate for

By Sarkis Y. Karayan, MD. ruption in different countries based on ‘Forelgn P0||Cy Success’
hard empirical data, e.g. by comparing YEREVAN -- An
Corruption in Armenia is no se- the number of persecutions or court American-Armenian ana
cret to Armenians in Armenia or in cases. The only method of compiling |yst pelieves Armenia’s
Diaspora. | have written , in 2005 and comparative data is therefore to drawnew administration i&s
2007 in the English Armenian media , on the experience and perceptions ofsmych more desperate @
as in Massis , Nor Gyank and Arme- those who are most directly confronted 5 foreign policy succesd
nian Observer weeklies , articles aboutwith the realities of corruption in a than its predecessors H
the high state of corruption- called country. cause it faces “a lack ¢
“Goruptsia’ in Armenia.. Corruption is by its nature very |egitimacy” that stem
Transparency International held difficultto observe, because the peoplefrom the controversi
its 2008 Annual Meeting, last month,, who are directly involved don’twantit presidential elections a
from 28-29 October in Athens, Greece. to be observed. The people who sufferihe ensued political cris
The figures released by this meeting from corruption are the ordinary people jn the country earlier thifs
for 2008 reveals that corruption in of the country, but they are not always year. & r__
Armenia has again, unfortunately, in- in a position to report accurately what Richard Giragosian =

creased [in an already corrupt coun-has been happening. In order to gettherefore, thinks that ©zgul Erdemli and Richard Giragosian

try] to an appreciable degree, as thesome better insightinto the reality in a syccess like normalizing historically Diaspora or the Turkish side, as the
figures below indicate. country, the measures of perceptionstrained relations with neighboring most serious obstacle to opening the
The method used by Transpar- areimportantbecause they give aguideryrkey is a priority for the current Turkish-Armenian border today.
ency International to measure the de-as to what the reality is. They are alsoarmenian government. “Many oligarchs in Armenia are
gree of corruption, and the definition important because business will take Speaking on the recent thaw ob- threatened by competition to their com-
of the terms used needs some explanaaccount of their perceptions in cor- seryed in Armenian-Turkish relations, modity-based cartels,” he explained.
tion. ruption in assessing the risk, for ex- the analyst told reporters in Yerevan “The opening of the border is impor-
TRANSPARENCY INTERNA- ample, in making an investment in a on \Wednesday that he is much moretant for Armenia to overcome its isola-
TIONAL (Tl),the only international country. optimistic about the potential for the tion. But it will threaten the existing
non-governmental organization de- The Corruption Perception In- gpening of the closed border betweenclosed economic structure.”
voted to combating corruption , brings dex for the year 2008 clearly demon- the two countries than about any break- Ozgul Erdemli, a representative
civil society, business and govern- strates that corruption remains a seri-through over Nagorno-Karabakh, one of a Turkish non-governmental orga-
ments together in a powerful coalition. ous challenge in South Eastern Europepf the issues that Ankara has linked nization, Women Entrepreneurship and
It was established in 1993 with main and all the post-soviet states, includ-with normalizing its relations with Leadership Center, thinks political de-

offices in Berlin and London,England. ing, of course, Armenia. Yerevan. velopments in Armenian-Turkish rela-
Transparency International, through Review of CPI scores for Arme- “In many ways we see the pro- tions should also be coupled with civil
its International Secreteriat, and morenia shows that every year the corrup-cess of engagement between the Turksociety initiatives.
than 85 independent national chaptergtion has increased, and no progres§sh and Armenian sides taking on a “Itis not enough when only poli-
around the world, works at both the has been made in combating this manmych faster pace than before. But theticians talk to each other. It is critical
national and international level to curb made calamity. mostimportant question is what comesthat both countries work also together
both the supply and demand of corrup- Armenia’s score are as follows: next,” Giragosian said. “The second with civil society organizations to in-
tion. Year CPI score Country rank  jmportant question beyond ‘what next’ fluence the public opinions,” Erdemli
In the international arena, Tl 2003 3 77 out of 133 g why now. In many ways Turkey is told RFE/RL.
raises awareness about the damagin@004 3.1 88 out of 145 fg|lowing its own new assertive for- Erdemlialso called on leaderships
effects of corruption and advocates 2005 2.9 88 out of 158 gjgn policy. This is an initiative from in Yerevan and Ankara to focus more
policy reform. At the national level, 2006 2.9 93 out of 193 Tyrkey, not from the Americans or on the future in their further search for
chapters work to increase levels of 2007 3 93 out of 179 from the Europeans... We are engagedreconciliation.
accountability and transparency, moni- 2008 2.9 109 out of 180 \ith a new Turkey today.” “I recognize there are problems
toring the performance of key institu- The above score shows that in “The other important thing be- related to the past, regarding the 1915

tions and pressing for necessary re-1903, there were 76 countries in theyond the changing Turkey is that for eventsand also regarding the Azerbaijani-
forms in a non-party political matter. world that were less corrupt than Ar- the firsttime in avery long time Russia Armenian dispute over Nagorno-
Some of the terms and methods menia, whereas during 2008, there args actively supporting the Turkish-Ar- Karabakh, but in order to move towards
used by the Transparency Internatioal:108 countries less corrupt than Arme- menian engagement,” the analystreconciliation and take positive steps
1. Corruption Perception Index nia. added. towards an engaged dialogue, we should
[Abbreviated as CPI]. CPIranks coun- Who or what are the causes of Atthe same time, Giragosian seesfocus more on the future. | believe the

tries in terms of the degree to which the corruption in Armenia. We do not gpposition from oligarchic circles Armenian and Turkish leaderships right
corruption is perceived to exist among have data about it for 2008. However, within Armenia, rather than from the now are on this path,” she said.

public officials and politicians. It is a during the evaluation of the year 2005,

composite index, drawing on corrup- Health care institutions, the judiciary ArmeniaWwins 2nd Consecutive Chess

tion related data in expert surveys car-and the military were singled out by .

ried out by a variety of reputable insti- most respondents as the most corrupt Olymplad Gold

tutions. structures in Armenia. Continued frompage 1 For the second consecutive Olym-
Transparency International rates The Transparency International piad, top-seed Russia failed to take a

countries on a 10- point scale, whereCorruption Report states that “A CPI points but gave the medal to the U.S. medal. From 1952 to 2004, it (and its
the score of 10 indicates the absencescore of 5 or less means the country The results mirrored those at the predecessor the Soviet Union) never
of corruption, and any figure below 10 has a serious corruption problem”. 2006 Olympiad in Turin, Italy — there, finished below second place.

indicates degree of corruption. We record part of the CPI for Armenia took the gold and the U.S. got In the women’s tournament,
At the top of CPI score for 2008 180 countries for the year 2008 asbronze on a tiebreaker. Ukraine defeated Poland 2.5-1.5 and
is Denmark, New Zealand and Swe- follows, for comparison: “Winning the gold already feels Georgia beat Serbia 3-1. The U.S. beat
den, each with a CPI score of 9.3. At Country rank  Country  CPI score like something we’re getting used to,” France 2.5-1.5. Russia defeated the
the bottom of the list for 180 countries 1 Denmark 9.3 Levon Aronian, first board for Armenia, Netherlands by the same score.
is Somalia, with a CPI of only 1. Thus 18 USA 7.3 said with a smile. Those results leave Georgia and
Somalia is considered to be the most 23 France 6.9 Aronian also paid tribute to Karen Ukraine tied for first and Poland, Russia
corrupt country. The CPI for Armenia 57 Poland 4.6 Asrian, a member of the 2008 team whoand the U.S. tied for third. According to
for this year is 2.9, thus worse than 58 Turkey 4.6 died suddenly in June at age 28. the Olympiad Web site, in case of a tie
the year 2007. 67 Georgia 3.9 “He was our good friend and we Georgia would take the gold over
CPI reflects the views of busi- 72 Macedonia 3.6 weretryingto play well for hismemory,” Ukraine, the silver medal winner, and the
ness people and analysts from around 102 Mongolia 3 Aronian said. U.S. would take bronze.
the world, including experts who are 109 ARMENIA 2.9
local in the countries evaluated. 134 Ukraine 2.5 furtherinformation aboutthe activities during their regular sessions. Or what
2. How is corruption defined by 145 Kazakhstan 2.2 of Transparency International by con- do Armenian political circles, who re-
CPI?. CPI focuses on corruption in the 147 Russia 2.1 sulting the web pages of “Transpar- peat synchronously, every day, through
public sector and defines corruption 151 Tajikistan 2 ency International” and “Corruptionin the mass media, that they work hard
as the abuse of public office for private 158 Azerbaijan 1.9 Armenia”in Google. for the “Armenian Cause”, have any-
gain. 166 Turkmenistan 1.8 Sometimes | wonder what do the thing to say about this miserable con-
3. CPlis based on perceptions. It 180 Somalia 1 members of the Armenia’s “National ditionin Armenia as a result of corrup-

is difficult to assess the levels of cor- The interested reader may get Assembly” [ Azkayin Joghov] discuss tion.
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Dr. H. Tchilingirian Discusses Church-State Relation  St. Peter Armenian Apostolic Church of Van Nuys
in Armenia at the University of Michigan 50th Anniversary Celebration Banquet

ANN ARBOR, MI -- In a lecture
sponsored by the Armenian Studies
Program at the University of Michi-
gan, Ann Arbor, on November 17, Dr.
Hratch Tchilingirian of London dis-
cussed key issues and processes in th
last 16 years affecting the Armenian
Church’s relations with the state, so-
ciety and the Diaspora.

Against the background of the
Armenian Church during Soviet and
perestroika periods, he focused on the
problems and complexities of transi-
tion from official atheism to freedom
of religion in independent Armenia.

Dr. Tchilingirian argued that in-
dependence had brought many posi-

. . . Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian : - <

tive developments in the Armenian _ 4

Church and generally in terms of free- Armenians living in Armenia and out- & -

dom of religion and faith in Armenia. side, all around the world?” Father Shnork Demirjian and singer Hovik Krikorian with committee members
However, the Church, the State and Hratch Tchilingirian is Associate

society face many challenges: from Director of Eurasia Program at Cam- CANOGA PARK -- The 50th An-  sation of all the guests filled the hall, as

religious tolerance and pluralism to bridge University’'s Judge Business niversary Celebration Banquetorganizedthe Continental Band played several se-
fairness and full guarantees of rights, School, where he teaches on multi-by the St. Peter Armenian Apostolic lections in the background.
to addressing social and moral issuescultural issues in business leadershipChurch of Van Nuys and the 50th Anni- The evening continued with Mr.
in a still evolving post Soviet country. and management. He received his PhDversary Celebration Committee was heldLevon Keshishian's remarks and the
The effects of State-sponsored athe-in Sociology from the London School on Saturday, November 8, 2008, in theprogram concluded with Archbishop
ismin Soviet Armenia on the one hand, of Economics. Dr. Tchilingirian has AGBU Nazarian Center in Canoga Park Hovnan Derderian’s benediction. The
and the impact of secularization andwritten and lectured extensively on underthe auspices of Archbishop Hovnanprogram was emceed by Mr. & Mrs.
globalization on the other hand have sociological and geopolitical develop- Derderian. The evening marked the cul-Tony and Eileen Keusseyan — a joint
had crucial consequences on religios-ments in the wider Eurasia region, mination of all events in celebration of venture from the east and west corners
ity in general and on church practice in especially the Caucasus, the Armenianthe 50 year history of the St. Peter of the stage, which was quite entertain-
particular. However, these far-reach- Church and the Diaspora. Parish, as well as the dedication of theing.
ing processes were never seriously During his visit to the University = Armenian community with their unwa- Internationally renowned enter-
studied or addressed by the ChurchofMichigan campus, Dr. Tchilingirian vering and enduring support of building, tainer Mr. Hovik Krikorian took the stage
hierarchy. Tchilingirian underlined that also participated in a special workshopmaintaining and preserving this abso-and, along with the accompaniment of
“the Church hierarchy can no longer on “Minorities in the Middle East” |utely beautiful Church in the San the Continental Band, performed in sev-
simply pontificate about complex prob- organized by the University’'s Center Fernando Valley. eral languages. The dance floor was
lems of society without real engage- for Middle Eastern and North African As promised to all those present, soon filled up, as all the guests danced
ment in the life of the people”. The Studieswithapaperon Armenian com-the black tie event was an exquisite galaaway and enjoyed the evening. The
critical question that the Church lead- munities in the Middle East. Thatwork- beginning with a delightful social hour ambiance of the evening, as well as Mr.
ership needs to address is “What is theshop was co-sponsored by the Arme-where guests mingled and circulated Hampar's comments that the commu-
relevance of a 1700 year-old Churchnian Studies Program and other unitswhile tray passed appetizers and anity now has an opportunity to ensure
and religious faith to contemporary of the University. scrumptious buffet appeased the mostthe Church’s future viability by helping
: . . discerning appetites. The guests wereeliminate the mortgage arising out of the
121stAnniversary of Social Democrat Hunchakian  ,oq escorted into the newly renovatedearthquake reconstruction which has
Party Commemorated Nazarian Center, where towering can-burdened St. Peter’s Parish since 1994,
_ _ delabra centerpieces overflowing with inspired many of the guests present to
Continued frompage 1 sions, but the absence of a viableygges and gold organza overlays adornedionate.
growth in domestic infrastructure and he dining tables. The evening'’s pro- The enchanting gala came to a
nia. Mr. Shirkhanyan presented the progression in the manufacturing of gram commenced with Father Shnorkclose in the late evening hours, with
views of the Hunchakian Party in par- goods and products will continue to pemjrjian’sinvocation, followed by Mr. guests lingering in the foyer as they
ticular and the Armenian parliamentary place Armenia in a situation where armen Hampar's welcome address andenjoyed each other's company and
opposition in general with regard to the they will forever be econqmigally ?n Mr. Barkev Hamalian's remarks. The commented on the wonderful time they
latest developments of the Artsakh debt to and dependent on its historicalinternational cuisine served was deli- had in celebration of this joyous occa-
issue and Armenian domestic politics. foes, especially if the Turkish Arme- jous and, of course, the joyful conver- sion.
He stressed the need for a truly nian border is opened.
Democratic Armenia, one with a vi- Mr. Shirkhanyan also stated the : : : : :
brant self sustained economy free ofimportance of the Armenian Cause and Armenian Studies is Alive and Wellin Iran
repression and corruption before anystressed that in order for Armenia to | have just returned from Iran, Armenia.
talk of Artsakh concessions be ad- deman_d rec_ognition of the Armenian \yhare | was invited to deliver two lec- The large attendance, the great
dressed, or for that matter the TurkishGenocide, its government must be yres: the first, in Persian, at the History enthusiasm, and the numerous ques-

Armenian border be opened. democratic, free of scrutiny with & penartment of the University of Tehran; tions asked at my presentations demon-
Mr. Shirkhanyan noted the se- strong and vibrant populace. _ the second, in English and Persian, astrated the maturity of the graduate stu-
verity of the situation the Republic of  The event was concluded with 4t ofthe First International Armenology dents and the expertise of the faculty in
Armenia faces with the continued massHis Eminence Archbishop Hovnan ynq ranology Conference at the Arme- matters dealing with Armenian history.
emigration of the Armenian youth from Derderian stressing the importance t0nian Center at the University of Isfahan. In addition, unlike in Turkey, Armenian
throughout the country seeking jobs in pursue dreams, as was the dream of |5 delighted to report that Arme- churches are being restored by the Na-
different parts of the world. He em- the founding members of the SDHP 51 studies is flourishing in Iran. Ira- tional Organization for the Preservation
phasized that the population depletionfor anindependent Armenia. The artis- yian students in relatively large numbersof Historical Monuments, and the Ira-
in Armenian towns and cities outside tic program featured renowned Arme- 416 stydying Armenian history, language, nian Armenians enjoy a freer life-style
of Erevan with the present circum- nian singer visiting from London, |ierature, art, and music. In fact, there than their Iranian counterparts. There
stances will not only endanger the Samvel Vartanian, Armenian Ameri- gre more Iranians studying Armenian are thirteen Armenian churches in
independence of Artsakh and the safetycan singer and poet orator Babin g piects than Armenian students. | metisfahan; ten in Tehran, and numerous
of its populace with territorial conces- Boghosian and Grigor Okaryan. a good number of Iranian students whoothers in Tabriz, Ahvaz, Abadan, Maku,
spoke and read Armenian fluently, and Shiraz, Salmas, Urmiyeh, Rasht, and

WWW. Hayastan I nfo . net frankly, much better than some of our other cities. Like Lebanon, Armenians

professorsinthe U.S. Armenian courseshave political representations in the par-

i _ i _ are offered at both universities and theirliament and are highly-respected citi-
Armeman EﬂgIISh German libraries contain good collections of Ar- zens.
News . Information . Comments menian books and periodicals. Doctoral George Bournoutian

students frequently conduct research in Professor of History
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THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT!

Tell Me about Armenia

Here is a book you can read to your child which explains
“Armenia” is more than just a word. Itis a rich land with a

The perfect gift to expand the horizons of the next

Knee Hye Children's Books
P.O. Box 2645

LaJolla, CA 92038-2645
Wwww_Kneehye.com
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INVESTMENT BANKING
JACK KALANJIAN

Professional Financial Advisor

.r. ine Incl

Vaskeni 618-288-T168 Or 818-256-1555.

Conporate Center Pasadena Or email divasken@yahoo.com

225 S0, Lake Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91101
(626) 396-2825 Direct
(626) 3TE-4665 Fax
jack_kalanjlan@ml.com

[

=
(5

S’

g Postry

Giorgio Cosani

“Helping the Armenian Community Build Wealth™
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Asbarez

Woodbury University

Acx the Historic Alex Theartre in Glendale

Saturday, Dec. 6
& Sunday, Dec. 7
at 2:00 & 7:00 PM

Call 818-243-2539 or

www.alextheatre.org
For more informarion visit
\.%,rww.rn{-.:di:qcit}rh:q”:—.:nurg

Massis

Glendale News-Friss
Weekly ﬂi:l_]]'_]]li"l i Coiy ot
crianneLTviRER dR0€ if}*ﬁi WEEkIy
L1 ARRITNAT e
TARGET
. . EAMEDA GROUP
“@ribune

I
Yol et

County Supervisor Mike Antonowvich
Morth Advertising
Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
The Jameas A. Doolittle Foundation
whww InnkeeperyYegas.caom
Americas United Bank
Damon’s Restaurant
Porto’'s Restaurant
Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America
The Alex Theatre
The Frank & Rigmor Peloso
Trust Fund
Mrs. May Hannon
The William H. Hannon Foundation
Horizon 24-Hour Television

Tickets:

Burbunk Lesder
.. Foothill Leader,

GANGI
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