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JANSEZIAN LAW FIRM, PC

If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!

225 South Lake Avenue, Third Floor, Pasadena, California 91101

Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

Mazareth V. Jansezian, Esg.
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ARTO "ART" KHACHADOUR
Fleet Sales Manager

RUSNAK

RUSNAK/Arcadia Mercedes-Benz
New and Pre-Owned
55 W. Huntington Drive
Tel: 626-462-3029 Cell: 626-390-05640
Email: akhachadour@rusnakautogroup.com
www.rusnakautogroup.com
Call and make an appointment for Best deals

Mercedes-Benz
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Armenian Opposition Insists On Release Of Human Rights Watch:
Political Prisoners "Armenia Experienced Most Serious Crisis in 2008"

YEREVAN -- The Armenian au-
thorities will not only avoid Council of
Europe sanctions but pave the way for
dialogue with their political opponents
if they release dozens of opposition
members remaining in prison, a top
aide to opposition leader Levon Ter-
Petrosian said on Monday.

The PACE’s Monitoring Com-
mittee urged the 47-nation assembly
last month to impose the sanctions,
saying that Yerevan has failed to fully
comply with two PACE resolutions on
Armeniathat were adopted in Apriland
June 2008. The resolutions demanded
among other things, the immediate

Human Rights Watch has issued
a statement today which holds in part:
Armenia experienced one of its HUMA

crises since independence when secu
rity forces used excessive force on[iAMN-SI MGG
March 1 against opposition demon- : 5
strators protesting the results of the
February 2008 presidential election.|
Violent clashes erupted between police|
and demonstrators, and authorities ar{""
rested several hundred demonstrators
and prosecuted more than a hundrec
opposition supporters. A state of emer
gency temporarily restricted several tacked opposition activists protesting
release of more than 100 Ter-Petrosia basic freedoms, including freedom of \yhat they believed to be electoral fraud,
loyalists arrested in the wake of the assembly. International condemnationdomestic observers, and journalists at
February 2008 presidential election onLevon Zurabian of the use of excessive force during ejght polling stations. Several assaults
“seemingly artificial or politically mo- embarrassing sanctions that have rarel)}he March 1 events and of the state ofoccurred in the presence of police and
tivated charges.” been imposed on Council of Europe SMergency was widespread. election officials who did not inter-
Some 70 oppositionists, includ- member states. He said they also have a . . vene; in one case a policeman appeared
ing Ter-Petrosian’s election campaign chance to dramatically ease lingering = cctions and Election-Related  to assist assailants. International ob-
chief and three parliament deputies, post-election tensions in the country. Violence servers also reported violations, in-
remain in jail. The Monitoring Com- “There is one obvious step which The February 19 presidential elec- cluding campaigning near polling sta-
mittee for the first time described them is demanded by the international com- 10" Was won by Prime Minister Serzh tions, ballot stuffing, vote buying, and
as “political prisoners” in amajor blow munity, our society and which can Sarkisian, but was marred by election-counting and tabulation irregularities.
to the credibility of government allega- drastically change the political atmo- d_aywolence a’_‘d irregularities. On elec- .
tions that the Armenian opposition at- sphere in Armenia,” Zurabian told RFE/ tion day, assailants threatened and at- Continued on page 4
tempted to stage a coup d’etat. Its twoRL. “That is the liberation of the politi- - - -
Armenia rapporteurs are due to arrivecal prisoners. After the liberation of Secretary of State Confirmation Hearmg:

in Yerevan later this week for last- the political prisoners the situation in ; ;
minute negotiations with government and outside [the country] will change.” Senator Menendez Urges Affirmation of the

" FATE TR I.-.‘.

and opposition representatives. “We would at last be able to sit at Armenian Genocide, Recalls Clinton's Support
Levon Zurabian, aleading member the negotiation table and discuss ways
of Ter-Petrosian’s Armenian National of overcoming this political crisis,” he WASHINGTON, DC --The Sen-  of that is ultimately the recognition of

Congress (HAK) alliance, said Presidentsaid, reaffirming the main opposition ate Foreign Relations Committee chair-what has happened so that we can
Serzh Sarkisian and his governing coali-precondition for dialogue with the gov- man Senator Kerry presided over mgve forward. And | hope that you
tion still have time to spare Armenia ernment camp. Tuesday’s confirmation hearing of Sec- wj| be an advocate of having us get off
retary of State nominee Hillary Clinton of where we have been and move
Political Prisoners Issue and Open Letter to PACE representatives  (D-NY). Senator Clinton fielded abroad forward to a recognition of that part of
Page 2 range of questions and is expected tohjstory so that it is universally recog-
be confirmed by the full Senate priorto pized so that we can move forward in
the inauguration of President-elect that respect.”
Barack Obama. Secretary Designate Clinton re-
During the question and answer sponded, “[W]e will be looking very
session, Senator Robert Menendez (D|osely at those and other challenging
NJ), a long-time supporter of Arme- jssyes with the eye of moving forward

nian issues, noted the importance ofand being effective in responding to
Armenian Genocide affirmation and these very legitimate concerns.”

the need to move forward, stating:

Russia Denies Fresh Arms Transfer ToArmenia

MOSCOW --Russia on Wednes-
day denied Azerbaijani media reports
that it supplied Armenia with hundreds
of millions of dollars worth of military
hardware and other weapons free of
charge last year.

An Azerbaijani news website, | W “[I]f we are to say ‘never again,’ part Continued on page 4
Mediaforum.az, published late last | R 5
week scanned copies of what it called)} P IR P Turkish Court Launches Probe Into Apology
a document certifying the transfer of [FFS =M EEEENETE= Campaign to Armenia
the weapons that belonged to Russian ' -
troops stationed in Armenia. The Itar-Tass news agency ANKARA -- The office of the forthe “catastrophe” Armenians expe-

The document, signed by a deputy quoted a spokesman for the RussianAnkara Public Prosecutor has launchedrienced more than 90 years ago, a
commander of Russia's North Defense Ministry, Aleksandr an investigation into an Internet cam- topic still considered taboo in Turkey.

Caucasus Military District, contained Drobyshevsky, as denying the allegedpaign to issue a public apology to The group of writers, academ-
a long list of armaments allegedly transfer of weapons. “Reports about Armenians. ics and other intellectuals set up a
handed over to the Armenian military. that do not correspond to reality,” Six prosecutors submitted a peti- petition at www.ozurdiliyoruz.com

Those included 21 battle tanks, 50 Drobyshevsky said. He added thattion calling for a penalty for the orga- (We Are Sorry) that offered Arme-
armored vehicles, about 40 artillery Moscow will officially respondto Baku nizers of the apology campaign for nians a personal apology and called
systems and more than 4,000 auto-‘very soon.” “insulting the Turkish nation openly” for the Turkish government to ac-
matic rifles along with large quantities The Armenian Defense Ministry under Article 301 of the Turkish Penal knowledge the killings. The statement
of ammunition. denied the Azerbaijani reports earlier Code (TCK). stopped short of referring to the kill-
The Azerbaijani government was this week. “Armenia is a member of The Ankara public prosecutor’s ings as genocide, a term strongly
quick to express concern at the report,the [Russian-led] Collective Treaty Or- office started an investigation into the opposed in Ankara, but the army and
demanding an official explanation from ganization (CSTO) and we have mili- issue following the prosecutors’ de- Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan
Moscow. The Russian ambassador totary contacts with Russia,” a ministry mand. slammed those involved.
Azerbaijan, Vasily Istratov, was sum- The group under investigation The petition campaign has so far
moned to the Foreign Ministry in Baku. Continuedonpage4 set up an online apology in Decembercollected more than 27,000 signatures.



Political Prisoners Issue and Open Letter to Mr.
Prescottand Mr. Colombier

Even before the February 19, 2(0
presidential elections had come to|ar
end, and despite the massive, sha
ing evidence you had seen with yg
own eyes and had at your disposal,
OSCE observers’ mission hasteneq
announce: “The presidential electig
have in essence corresponded to
obligations of the OSCE and interrje
tional standards during the pre-elect
period and during the election proces

Armed with, and encouraged
this very hasty, unfounded and crimi
assessment which, Mr. Prescott, 3
carried your own signature, the lead
of the kleptocracy dared realize t
barbaric massacre of peaceful dem
strators and the bloody slaughter
March 1. Ten people were killed, dc

ens were wounded. This was followed by the massive persecutipns

thousands of representatives of the opposition, by terrorism, and by a:rtri\g/ [ be the Minority Whip.

Trumped up criminal charges were brought up against them, abo

people were imprisoned, and dozens of illegal verdicts were passed. Todg%,e

there are around 60 political prisoners.

You, Mr. Prescott and Mr. Colombier, announced before the su
session of PACE that the authorities in Armenia had registered
progress in implementing the requests laid out in Report 1609 wher

single step had been taken, of which you were well aware. The extengions@kistant Majority Leader.

the deadline for the implementation of 1609 by six months was the repult of “\we 0ok forward to working
your—as the co-rapporteurs of Armenia—posture and reports intendedw@h the Armenian Caucus and all mem-
please the authorities. You, of course, were well aware that by so doing yieérs of Congress to enhance under

contributed, among other damages, to keeping political prisoners in prig

yet another six months. By that, you also contributed to the plan ¢f treues”, said Armenian Council of
authorities in the Republic of Armenia not to disclose the slaughter of Marchmerica Chairman Vasken Khodanian.

1.

“m?ﬁajority Leader and author of the Sen-

Armenian Council of America Congratulates
111th Congress

WASHINGTON, DC-- The Ar-
menian Council of America congratu- 4
lates all newly elected and re-elected
members of Congress.

Congressional Caucus on Arme-
nian Issues co-chairs Congressmery
Frank Pallone (D-NJ) and new co-
chair Mark Kirk (R-IL) were reelected,
as were Congresswomen Anna Eshog
(D-CA) and Jackie Speier (D-CA).

In addition, Armenian Caucus
Members and supporters are in both
the House of Representatives majority
Democratic leadership and Republican
leadership. Returning to Congress is|
longtime Armenian Genocide reaffir-
mation supporter Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Armenian - -
Caucus Member Rep. Steny Hoyer (D- Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi
MD) will serve as Majority Leader. On ) =
th: House Republican side, fellow Cau-

s Member Rep. Eric Cantor (R-VA)

In the Senate, Armenian Geno-
Resolution supporter Sen. Harry
Reid of Nevada will continue as Senate

gregk Armenian Genocide Resolution Sen|
NObfek Durbin of lllinois will serve as

on ftanding of Armenian American is-

This year’s upcoming ACA agenda

You have also caused enormous damage to the authority pf tMéll include securing U.S. reaffirma- Sen.Harry Reid

who on the one hand were witnesses to, and were completely awarg of §ingthening of U.S. Armenia rela- resources for policymakers, media,

corresponding European structures you represent. The public of A}wentﬂ?n of the Armenian Genocide, Armenian related news, analysis and

disgraceful events, and on the other hand were fully aware of the Ar enitipns, countering efforts to isolate Ar- students and activists, advocating is-

authorities’ “talent” and custom in resolving problems through bribery, g

not arrive at any other conclusion but that the issues with European olficizicl%e's

were resolved in the same way.
For all of these, you bear personality responsibility.

After the December 17 decision of the monitors, the administraticln
[

responded by submitting the political prisoners to violence in their ce
the same time, through the use of torture, personal pleas for forgivene

self-proclaimed thieving ruler has bestowed clemency with great lar
on the eve of your visit. Have you come again to take the “proof” to the

session of PACE as “evidence of real progress?” So far as we can gee )‘
can have no other purpose than to rescue the thieving rulers frgm tI

= e SRR A e

punishment that awaits them, and the extension of our imprisonmen
By that you only increase the extent of the responsibility you nece
ily will bear.
Signed, Political Prisoners:

Gagik Jhangiryan Vardges Gaspary
Smbat Ayvazyan Samvel Karapetyan
Alexander Arzumanyan Simon Amirkhanyan
Myasnik Malkhasyan Aram Bareghamyan
Sasoun Mikaelyan Sos Gevorgyan
Shant Harutyunyan Armen Sargsyan
Hakob Hakobyan Mkrtich Abrahamayan
Grigor Voskerchyan Armenak Abrahamyan
Souren Sirunyan Roman Mratsakanyan
Mushezgh Saghatelyan Never Stepanyan
Tigran Mkrtchyan Arman Babajanyan
Levon Khachatryan Marzpetuni Ayvazyan
Tigran Melkonyan Petros Makeyan
Gevork Chagaryan Harutyun Urutyan
Ashot Zakaryan Ashot Manukyan
Hovhannes Harutyunyan Gevork Manukyan
Kristapor Elazyan Shmavon Galstyan
Vardan Ghavalbabunts Feliks Gevorgyan
Harutyun Gharibyan Davit Aghayan
Mkrtich Sapeyan Tatev Gasparyan
Zhora Sapeyan Davit Matevosyan

Armen Sirunyan

eniainthe region, seeking a peacefulsues important to Armenian Ameri-
olution with principles of security, cans. The Armenian Council of America
mocracy and self determination for aims to strengthen U.S. - Armenia and
Nagorno Karabakh, and fostering the U.S. - Nagorno Karabakh ties, the
hagerWth of democracy in Armenia. development of programs promoting
The Armenian Council of America sustainable economic growth and good

ould

S '% a grassroots organization dedicatedgovernance in Armenia, while promot-

’ e _SS fYSvork with both Democratic and ing the values and responsibilities of
been wrenched from our comrades, to nine of whom, your spiritual chljld, the,

publican political leaders, offering global citizenship.
esse

ne
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Arax Armenian Dance Ensemble Performs at the
Obamma Inauguration Multicultural Festival

LOS ANGELES -- World re-
nowned musicians violinist Kim

will perform for the first time together
in a program of string trios at the
Dilijan Series’ concert on January 18
at Zipper Hall in downtown Los Ange-
les, joined by Artistic Director violinist
Movses Pogossian. Dedicated to
Tigran Mansurian’s 70birthday anni-
versary, the program features the World

Kashkashian and cellist Rohan de Saranm .

Kashkashian, De Saram Perform Kurtag, Mozart,
Premiere by Mansurian at Dilijan Series’ Concert

Premiere of the composer’s String
Trio, commissioned for this occasion.
Also, Kurtag's Signs, Games and Mes-
sages and Mozart’'s sublime
Divertimento KV 563 will be per-
formed.

Highlights of the Dilijan Series’
season include three world premieres

WASHINGTON, DC --The Arax  Asadurian, Pauline Ohanian, David commissioned by the Series, and ap-

Kim Kashkashian

Armenian Dance Ensemble is a ten-Rapkievian, Danielle Shegerian, Arda pearances by distinguished musicians
member company under the directionSimsek, Daniel Stepanian-Bennett, of international reputation such as vio-
of Carolyn Rapkievian. Named after Kevork Tashdjian, and Laura Tashjian. linist lda Kavafian, violist Paul Coletti,

the Arax River in historic Armenia, the A truly multi-national ensemble, its cellists Ronald Leonard, Antonio Lysy

graphed from traditional Armenian Irag, Cyprus, Russia, Iran, France,Arnold, among others. The action-
steps. Since 2005, it has performed a&nd Armenia. More information about packed March program features
the ensemble can be found at:Grammy-nominated soprano Tony
www.araxdance.org Arnold in two world premieres and

The Smithsonian’s National Mu- Shostakovich’s A. Blok cycle, and

OUT OF MAN®
& HUIMCULTURAL FE 3
“Out of Many: A Multicultural Festival masterpiece, “Transfigured Night”, as
of Music, Dance and Story” from well as his Fantasy for violin and pi-
Saturday, Jan. 17, 2009, through Mon-ano, written in Los Angeles in 1949.
day, Jan. 19, 2009. The three-dayThe final concert in May, in com-
program to commemorate the inaugu-memoration of the Armenian Geno-
ration of Barack Obama will feature cide, features music by Mozart,
daily performances of live music, danc-

SEOE L AR

Rohan de Saram

Komitas, and Ulmann, as well as a

seum of the American Indian will host presents Arnold Schoenberg’s earlyversion of Bach’'s Chaconne for violin

performed with the Lark Musical
Society’s Chaoir.

Tickets are available by calling
(818) 572-5438, or, for the first time,
for online orders from the Series’
website.dilijan.larkmusicalsociety.com

AHOLS GRCR R E O TR

ing and storytelling in the museum  Armenian Cave Yields Ol

from a variety of cultural traditions.

All performances are free and open toBy Jaya Jiwatram

the public. The Arax Armenian Dance

ensemble will perform on Sunday Janu- As part of a two-year excavation
ary 18" at 1:15pm in the Rasmuson in one of southeastern Armenia’s
Theater. The performance will be caves, archeologists discovered a well-
webcast live on the museum'sWEbSite;preserved_)rain of a young girl, an-
www.nmai.si.edu . A full schedule of nouncing it as the oldest known
the festival and information about the hyman brain from the Old World
festivals and private events through- performances can be found at: http:// The oldest known human brain
out the greater Washington, D.C. areawww.nmai.si.edu/outofmany/ from the Old World—comprised of
Current members include: Alis index.html Europe, Asia, Africa and contigu-
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dest“Old World” Brain

ous islands—has been discovered in
Armenia, announced UCLA re-

searcher Gregory Areshian at an
annual archeological conference
Sunday.

The brain dates back to the
Copper age, which ran approxi-
mately 5,500 to 6,500 years ago in
Eastern Europe and the Near East.
Archeologists discovered the brain,
believed to be that of a young girl,
while excavating for relics in the past
two years inside and outside of
Armenia’s 600-square-meter Areni-1
cave across the border from Iran.

Scientists also found an exten-
sive array of other artifacts, including
some that showed evidence of a
winemaking enterprise, which sug-
gested that significant cultural devel-
opments happened during the Copper
age outside of southern Iraq, Areshian
said. Many people believe southern
Iraq to be the centre of civilization’s
developments.

The skull that had the shriveled,
yet well-preserved brain was found
with two others, each of which was
buried in separate niches in the cave.
All the skulls belonged to girls between
the ages of 12 and 14.

The brain from one of the skulls
(along with several artifacts) managed
to keep so well because of the cave's
extremely dry and stable-temperature
conditions and the hard, carbonate
crust of the soil layers.

Scientists have already removed
red blood cells from vessels on the
brain’s surface for further investiga-
tion.



Human Rights Watch: "Armenia Experienced Most Serious Crisis in 2008"

Continued from page 1 Under the state of emergency, pointed commission rejected an earlywere stopped at a traffic light. It was

media could use only official informa- release request by Arman Babajanyanyeported that the assailant was a former
Observers criticized the Central Elec- tion from state agencies to report oneditor of the independent newspaperleader of the Armenian Progressive
tion Commission for its apparent fail- national affairs. The National Security Zhamanak Yerevan, who had beenParty. Criminal investigation into the
ure to properly investigate complaints. Service (NSS) prevented at least severconvicted in 2006 of forging docu- attack is ongoing.

On February 20, tens of thou- opposition and independent newspa-ments in order to evade compulsory Also in May, Arsen Kharatyan, a
sands of supporters of Levon Ter- pers from publishing, and blocked military service. Babajanyan had servedleading member of the pro-opposition
Petrossian, the main opposition candi-websites. At least two newspaperstwo years of a three-and-a-half-year democratic youth movements Sksela
date, took to the streets in downtown protested the restrictions and refusedsentence and was eligible for early and Hima, was beaten in Yerevan by
Yerevan. The protests continued to print. Although media restrictions release on parole for good conduct. several unknown assailants, and sus-
peacefully for 10 days. were lifted on March 13, NSS repre- tained serious head injuries. Another

On March 1, special police forces sentatives interfered with the same Freedom of Assembly Hima member, Narek Hovakimyan, was
confronted the demonstrators usingseven newspapers’ printing, allowing Just before the government lifted attacked and beaten in June.
excessive force, beating them with them to publish only on March 21. In the state of emergency, on March 17,
batons and attacking fleeing demon-late March tax authorities hit at least 2008, the National Assembly passed Key International Actors
strators. Some demonstrators also refour newspapers with apparently po- restrictive amendments to the law on International election observers
sorted to violence, including throwing litically-motivated audits. meetings, which were criticized by the from the OSCE, Council of Europe,
stones and burning vehicles. The In October, the Court of Cassa- Council of Europe and the Organiza- and the European Parliament declared
clashes resulted in at least 10 deathgion overturned a February 29 ruling tion for Security and Co-operation in that the February elections were
(eight demonstrators and two police against the founder of the Gyumri- Europe (OSCE). Subsequent further“mostlyinline” with international stan-
officers), and scores of people werebased television station GALA for al- amendmentsin April eased some of thedards, but noted concerns about the
injured. Police detained several hun-legedly illegally using the local televi- restrictions. The government denied election process. International and
dred demonstrators, charging moresion tower, but leftin force a March 19 numerous opposition requests to holddomestic observers also criticized un-
than one hundred opposition support-fraud conviction. The cases emergedpublic rallies in late March, and atleast even media coverage of candidates
ers and others with organizing or par- following an October 2007 tax audit 90 people participating in peaceful prior to the elections.

ticipating inillegal demonstrations and that was widely seen as retaliation for “public walks” organized by opposi- Citing concerns about the Arme-
mass disturbances. Police committedGALA's airing a September 2007 Ter- tion supportersin Yerevan were briefly nian authorities’ reaction to the March
due process violations including in- Petrossian speech critical of the gov-detained. 1 events, the United States froze fur-
communicado detention, denial of ac- ernment. The Asparez Journalism Club ther payments to Armenia from the
cess to counsel, and failure to investi- of Gyumri was apparently targeted for Torture and Ill-Treatment Millennium Challenge Corporation, a
gate allegations of ill-treatment. Sub- supporting GALA. On January 19, an According to local human rights five-year US$235.65 million program

sequent trial proceedings raised fairassailant attempted to set fire to thedefenders, torture and ill-treatment in for reducing rural poverty. In several
trial concerns: several detainees wereAsparez office, and on March 21 two custody remain widespread. Severalstatements, the European Union ex-
convicted solely on police testimony unidentified men torched a car being people detained in connection with the pressed concern about the authorities’
and in expedited trial proceedings. used by Asparez director Levon March 1 events alleged physical abuseuse of force and arrests of demonstra-
The government declared a stateBarseghyan as he returned to the caduring apprehension, transfer to po-tors.
of emergency on March 1, temporarily from GALA. lice stations, and in custody. At this Following a visit to Armenia in
restricting freedom of movement, as- In June 2008 the European Courtwriting, the authorities have notinves- early March, the OSCE’s special en-
sembly, expression, and access to in-of Human Rights ruled that Armenia tigated these claims. voy for the South Caucasus called on
formation. The state of emergency had violated article 10 (freedom of In June a Yerevan court ordered the Armenian authorities to lift the
was lifted fully on March 21. expression) of the European Conven-additional investigation into the May state of emergency and expressed “re-
Under pressure from the Parlia- tion on Human Rights in relation to the 2007 death of Levon Gulyan, who was gret” that “maximum restraint” had
mentary Assembly of the Council of independent broadcast company Al+.found dead after police arrested andnot been used during the crisis.
Europe (PACE), the Armenian authori- The court held that laws regulating interrogated him. The authorities al- During its urgent debate on Ar-
ties have taken steps to establish ammwarding of broadcast licenses failedlege that Gulyan jumped from a sec- meniain April, the PACE threatened to
independent inquiry into the March 1 to protect against arbitrary interfer- ond-storey window of a police station suspend Armenia’s voting rights un-
events, but have yet to hold anyoneence and that denials of a license towhile trying to escape, a claim denied less it took a series of urgent mea-

responsible for the deaths. Al+ were unlawful. As of April, A1+ by Gulyan’s relatives who believe he sures, including revoking the amend-
had made 12 unsuccessful attempts tovas tortured. ments to the law on meetings, con-
Media Freedom regain a license since going off air in ducting an independentinquiry into the
2002. In September 2008 the National Attacks on Human Rights De- March 1 events, and releasing those
Police targeted journalists covering the Assembly amended the law on televi- fenders and Political Activists detained on seemingly politically moti-
February demonstrations. On Febru-sion and radio to suspend all licensing In November 2007 a group of vated charges who had not committed

ary 29, police attacked photojournalist until a digital switchover scheduled for unknown assailants beat Narekany violent or serious offense. At its
Gagik Shamshyan while he was at-2010. The amendments are seen a$alstyan, leader of the youth wing of June session, the PACE welcomed
tempting to photograph them. On further efforts to deny Al+ a license. the opposition Social-Democratic progress in some of these areas, but
March 1, police detained Shamshyan, The Yerevan Press Club reported Hunchakian Party. Two days earlier, regretted that Armenia had not com-
took his camera, and beat him; heseveral apparently arbitrary arrests ofpolice had briefly detained Galstyan plied with all requirements.

needed hospital treatment for his inju- journalists, and the beating of two andanother activist for posting leaflets Council of Europe Commissioner
ries and was released after the interjournalists, Lusine Barseghyan, an Ar- critical of Serj Sarkisian. for Human Rights Thomas Hammarberg
vention of the Armenian ombudsman. menian Times reporter, and Hrach In May 2008 the chairman of the conducted three visits to Armenia in
Also on March 1, police hindered a Melkumyan, Radio Liberty acting di- Armenian Helsinki Association, Mikael 2008. In addition to gathering infor-
Radio Liberty correspondent’s work rector, by unknown assailants in sepa-Danielyan, was wounded when an as-mation about the March 1 events,
and beat the driver of her car. Policerate incidents in August. The journal- sailant shot him from a pneumatic gun, Hammarberg provided support for es-
detained at least two other journalistsists believe they were targeted for theirfollowing an argument while both men tablishing an independent inquiry.
during demonstrations in Yerevan and professional activities.

Gyumri. On July 18, a presidentially-ap- ] .
Senator Menendez Urges Affirmation of the
Russia Denies Fresh Arms Transfer To Armenia Armenian Genocide
Continued from page 1 Azerbaijan embarked in the early 2000s Continued frompage 1 our respect for fundamental human rights
on a military build-up which its leaders and opposition to mass slaughters. It is
spokesman, Seyran Shahsuvarian, tolchope will eventually force the Armenians Secretary Designate Clinton has in the best interests of our nation and the

journalists. “But I don’'trememberany to give up control over Nagorno- consbtently supported efforts to reaf- entire global community to remember
[weapons] acquisitions in recent Karabakh and surrounding lands. lItsfirm the historical truth of the Armenian the past and learn from these crimes
years.” defense spending has skyrocketed sincé&enocide. In addition to co-sponsoring against humanity to ensure that they are
Membershipinthe CSTO entitles then and is projected to pass the $2affirmation resolutions, Clinton also re- never repeated. We respectfully request
Armenia to receiving Russian weap- billion mark this year. In his New Year's peatedly urged President George W.that you refer to the mass slaughter of
ons at cut-down prices or even free ofaddress to the nation, President IlhamBush to reaffirmthe Armenian Genocide Armenians as genocide in your com-
charge. Itis believed to heavily rely on Aliev urged Azerbaijanis to be prepared in his annual April 24th statements. In memorative statement.” Senator Clinton

close military ties with Russia in the for renewed war “at any moment.” 2006, for example, she signed a letter toalso supports expanding U.S.-Armenia
intensifying arms race with oil-rich By comparison, Armenia’s de- President Bush stating: “The memory of relations and “a fair and democratic
Azerbaijan. fense budget for 2009 is projected atthe Armenian Genocide underscores ourresolution of the Nagorno-Karabagh

Using its soaring oil revenues, about $500 million. responsibility to speak forcefully about conflict.”
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50 N, Craig Avenue, 2
Gy Quapruats, Spropusbibuly,
A/C, Jupdp $1,250
uufuulllluil:

Shn., (626) 797-8623:

REQUEST FORPROPOSALS
(RFP No. 7508)
PEST CONTROL SERVICES

The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles invites proposal
from qualified, experienced extermi-
nation firms to provide Pest Control
Services to 7,165 multi-family resi
dential units, management offices
and community services at varioug
locations owned by the Authority. The
contractor must provide servicesin g
manner that demonstrates sensitiv
ity to the fact that the Authority’s
properties are primarily residential
in nature and puts the needs of th¢
residents as the foremost priority.
The contractor shall control pests
using integrated pest managemen
consistent with U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development’s
Guidance on Integrated Pest Man/{
agement (“IPM"). Copies of the RFP
may be obtained beginninglanuary
12,200%Dnline atwww.hacla.org un-
der “Business with HACLA”, then
select “Procurement Opportunities”
and click “Professional Services” or|
by calling (213) 252-5405. Proposa
willbe accepted until 2:00 P.M., Feb

ruary 13, 2009.
1/15/09
CNS-1495297#
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