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US President to Visit Turkey Next Month New York Times:
Turkish Minister Warns Obama Against Nearly a Million Genocide Victims, Coveredina
Genocide Recognition Cloak of Amnesia
ANKARA  -- By Sabrina Tavernise of Turkish society are now openly

guestioning the state’s version of
ISTANBUL: For Turkey, the events. In December, a group of intel-

Turkey’s Foreign Min
ister Ali Babacan sai

Sunday there was | 1 ) number should have been a bombshelllectuals circulated a petition that apolo-
“risk” that US Presi{i% B Accordingto along-hidden docu- gized for the denial of the massacres.
dent Barack Obamid# = ment that belonged to the interior min- Some 29,000 people have signed it.
would recognize thg& 5l ister of the Ottoman Empire, 972,000 With his book, “The Remaining
massacre of Armenia ! Ottoman Armenians disappeared fromDocuments of Talat Pasha,” Bardakci
a century ago as genji official population records from 1915 (pronounced bard-AK-chuh) has be-
cide. through 1916. come, rather unwillingly, part of this

In Turkey, any discussion of what ferment. The book is a collection of
happened to the Ottoman Armeniansdocuments and records that once be-

But Babacan sai
in an interview wit

the NTV televisio -

channel that such @s secretary of State Hillary Clinton with Turkey’s Long_.hldde.n Ottoman Docume.nt[ reveals that 972,000
move would only im-Foreign Minister Ali Babacan in Ankara Armenians disappeared from official population records
pede efforts to recon- from 1915 through 1916

cile Turkey and Armenia. Turkey within the next month or so,”

Obama, who is expected to visit she said at a joint press conferencecan bring a storm of public outrage. longed to Mehmed Talat, known as
Turkey in April, said several times with Babacan after talks with Turkish But since its publication in a book in Talat Pasha, the primary architect of
during his election campaign that he leaders. January, the number ? and its Ottomarthe Armenian deportations.
would recognize the 1915-1917 mas- “The exact date will be announced source ? has gone virtually unmen- The documents, given to Bardakci
sacres under the Ottoman Empire asshortly. We are just at the beginning of tioned. Newspapers hardly wrote aboutby Talat’s widow, Hayriye, before she
genocide. The United States has previ-planning this decision reached yester-it. Television shows have not discusseddied in 1983, include lists of population
ously condemned the killings while not day,” she said. Obama is already due tait. figures. Before 1915, 1,256,000 Ar-
calling them genocide to avoid ten- be in Europe in the first days of April “Nothing,” said Murat Bardakci, menians lived in the Ottoman Empire,
sions with Turkey, a NATO member for G20 and NATO summits. the Turkish author and columnist who according to the documents. The num-
and key Middle East ally. The unexpected visit will under- compiled the book. ber plunged to 284,157 two years later,

“ still see arisk,” Babacan said. score Turkey’'s growing importance The silence can mean only one Bardakci said.

“Mr Obama made the promise five in Obama’s new Middle East strate- thing, he said: “My numbers are too To the untrained ear, it is simply
times in a row.” gies, analysts suggest. high for ordinary people. Maybe people a sad statistic. But anyone familiar

He added however that “The new They also say the planned visit aren’t ready to talk about it yet.” with the issue knows the numbers are
American administration understands weakens the possibility in the short For generations, most Turks in fierce dispute. Turkey has never
Turkey’s sensibilities better today” and term of U.S. recognition of the Arme- knew nothing of the details of the acknowledged a specific number of
called on the US not to interfere in the nian Genocide. Armenian genocide of 1915 to 1918, deportees or deaths. On Sunday,
dispute betwen the neighbors. But Turkey, in return, should when more than a million Armenians Turkey’s foreign minister warned that

“It would not be rational for athird move soon to boost relations with were killed as the Ottoman Turk gov- President Barack Obama might set back
country to take a position on this topic. Armenia, including taking steps to set ernment purged the population. Tur- relations if he recognized the massacre
A bad step by the United States wouldup diplomatic relations and open the key locked the ugliest parts of its pastof Armenians as genocide before his
only worsen the process” of reconcilia- land border, they say. out of sight, Soviet-style, keeping any visit to Turkey next month.
tion between Armenia and Turkey. "So, Obama can tell U.S. Arme- mention of the events out of school- The collapse of the Ottoman Em-

US Secretary of State Hillary nian groups, ‘Look, there is major books and official narratives in an pire was bloody, the Turkish argument
Clinton announced during a visit to An- reconciliation between Turkey and aggressive campaign of forgetting. goes, and those who died were victims
kara on Saturday that Obamawould visitArmenia, it’s not the right time to get But in the past 10 years, as civil
Turkey “within the next month or so.” involved in the genocide issue,” said society has flourished here, some parts Continued on page 3

“President Obama will be visiting one analyst.

Saakashvili Infuriates Armenians
"Armenia’s Economy Virtually Collapsed Because

NEW YORK — An Armenian im- dants were convicted in July of charges of its Close Ties With Russia"
migrant was sentenced Friday to 22including arms trafficking and fire-
years in prison for plotting to sell anti- arms trafficking conspiracy. YEREVAN/TBILISI -- Armenia  from Georgia’s own economic prob-
aircraft missiles and other military During the trial, prosecutors said lambasted Georgian president Mikheil lems. “I don’t think that making such
weapons from the former Soviet Union greed spurred the group to try to get Saakashvili for claiming that Armenia’s evaluationsis the best way to divert the
to an FBI informant. into a dangerous business: dealing ineconomy has “virtually collapsed” be- attention of his own people from nu-
“l should have known better,” weapons designed to pierce armoredcause of its close ties with Russia. merous problems existingin Georgia,”
Artur Solomonyan, 30, told a federal tanks and shoot aircraft out of the sky. Saakashvili made the remarks ashe said in a statement.
judge before learning his sentence. He Prosecutors said the case begarhe inaugurated a hotel and recreation A spokeswoman for the Geor-
said he had been irresponsible but gotwhen one of the defendants approacheaenter near Thilisi on March 7. “You gian leader told the Mediamax news
caught up in the scheme because hdhe governmentinformantto ask aboutknow that the Armenian economy vir- agency that “Mikhail Saakashvili’s
thought the informant could get him a the sale of machine guns. The infor- tually collapsed in a couple of weeks,” words were not meant to offend the
green card. mant reported the offer to law en- he said at the ceremony, according toArmenian government.” “Since the
Prosecutors said Solomonyan ledforcement and began making record-Rustavi-2 television. “Why did Arme- national currency of Armenia was de-
a ring that conspired to import shoul- ings, generating hundreds of pages ofnia collapse? Because ithad been comvaluated, this, according to us, has

Armenian Gets 22 Years in Arms-Trafficking Sting

der-fired surface-to-air missiles, reports. pletely dependent on the Russian mar-influenced the economic situation in
rocket-propelled grenade launchers, Solomonyan said at his sentenc-ket. The Russian market collapsed andArmenia on the whole,” said Alana
anti-tank guided missiles and other ing that he had once dreamed of win-the Armenian economy collapsed too.” Gagloyeva. She said Saakashvili only
weapons without a license. The only ning a Nobel Prize in science. Presidential press secretary, sought to point out that Georgia is
weapons actually delivered were a “Maybe | was overconfident,” Samvel Farmanian, described“more protected” against the global
dozen firearms, including a machine he said, adding later: “I realized | failed, Saakashvili’s claims as “absolutely un- economic crisis than Armenia because
gun. and it didn’t start with the weapons — founded” and accused Saakashvili ofitis much less dependent on economic

Solomonyan and five co-defen- it started earlier.” deflecting domestic public attention conditions in Russia.
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State Ombudsman:
Human Rights in a State of Crisis in Armenia

-

YEREVAN -- Armen Harutiunian,
the state human rights ombudsman,
made a damning assessment o
Armenia’s system of governance on {
Tuesday, saying that it has been “oli-
garchic” and “repressive” ever since
the break-up of the Soviet Union.

Harutiunian voiced the harsh criti-
cism in an annual report on human
rights practices in the country. It not
only scrutinizes relevant problems re-
ported in the past year but also ana
lyzes what he sees as their root causes
including a selective and discretionary aArmenia’s state human rights
enforcement of laws by successive gmbudsman, Armen Harutiunian
Armenian governments.

“Since the independence, oligar- The extensive report makes little
chy and bureaucracy have subordi-mention of last year's deadly post-
nated the state to themselves,”election unrestin Yerevan and ensuing

Trial Of Jailed Oppositionist ‘Suspended’

YEREVAN -- Citing healthreasons,
a Yerevan court suspended on Monday
judicial proceedings against one of the
seven opposition figures standing trial on
charges of provoking last year's deadly
post-election violence in Armenia.

The judge in the case, Mnatsakan
Martirosian, said there are “sufficient
groundsto presume that defendant Shan
Harutiunian suffers from a mental ill-
ness” and needs to undergo a thoroug
psychiatric examination.

Martirosian pointed to a written
statement by the administration of
Yerevan's Vartashen prison saying that
Harutiunian has been behaving “aggres E .
sively,” refusing food and making “un-  pjitical prisoner Shant Harutiunian
due statements” for the past several
days. The statement cited the prison’sSimonian, agreed, saying that the judge
chief psychiatrist as saying that the ar-had no right to suspend the case against

Harutiunian said, presenting the 250-mass arrests of opposition membersrested oppositionist, who was not broughtHarutiunian without conclusive evidence
page report to journalists. _“POlltlcal and supporters. Harutiunian argued thatinto the courtroom, may be deranged. of his alleged mental iliness. “Until we
decisions are solely made in govern-he already assessed those dramatic Harutiunian’s relatives confirmed have a conclusion of the psychiatric

ment structures. There are no freedeve|0pments in a special report is-
economic relations in Armenia.” sued in April.

“Without liberal economics it is That report accused the authori-
meaningless to talk about humanrightsties of using excessive force against
protection. It is time to renounce the thousands of supporters of opposition

that his health condition has deterioratedexamination it will be premature to say
of late butinsisted that he is not mentally that he suffers from a mental iliness,”
ill. They said the medical check-up or- said Simonian. “Therefore, the court
dered by the judge must be conductedshould not have suspended proceedings
only in their presence. against them.”

culture of opportunities in favor of a |eader Levon Ter-Petrosianwhostaged ~ Other defendants also condemned ~ Monday’s court hearing on the

culture of law,” he said. daily protests in Yerevan against the

According to Harutiunian, the alleged rigging of the February 2008
currentand previous Armenian admin- presidential election.

istrations have preserved and cemented Armenia’s main opposition force
a “repressive system” inherited from criticized on Wednesday the state hu-
Soviet times. “Today the Office of the man rights ombudsman for his latest
Prosecutor-General and the Specialannual report. In a statement Levon
Investigative Service are key pillars of zyrabian, a leading member of the
that system,” he charged. “The proof main opposition Armenian National
of that is the work of the Special Congress (HAK). “The human rights
Investigative Service, as a result of ombudsman’ Armen Harutiunian’ has
which the Office of the Human Rights taken on the role of an advocate of

Defender receives numerous com-Serzh Sarkisian’s regime,” Zurabian

plaints that people are forced to makecharged.

confessions or give [incriminating] He argued that the report made

testimonies against third persons.”  |ittle mention of irregularities reported
The ombudsman went on to al- during the February 2008 presidential

lege that Armenian law-enforcement election as well as the ensuing blood-

bodies are also incompetent. “Thatshed in Yerevan and mass arrests o

attempts to question Harutiunian’s san-case ended in the expulsion of
ity. “Shant Harutiunian does not need Arzumanian, Sirunian and three other
psychiatric aid,” one of them, Suren defendants from the courtroom after
Sirunian, said. they vehemently protested against a state-
“You have come up with a diagno- ment made by one of the trial prosecu-
sis. This is not your job,” another defen- tors. The judge construed this as a
dant, former Foreign Minister Aleksandr contempt of the court and ruled that the
Arzumanian, protested to Martirosian. five oppositionists will not be allowed to
Arzumanian’s lawyer, Liparit attend their trial for the next ten days.

Helping Armenias's Desperate Poor
Tufenkian Foundation Sets Up Emergency Fund
for Neediest Cases

Dear Friends,

The new economic chaos in the world has already caused rising ppverty
in Armenia. Our staff now regularly reports shocking situations where pgople
lack decent shelter, are unable to make utility payments, or can't meet basic

non-professionalism is a heavy burdengpposition members and supportersfood and health needs. Due to rising prices and growing unemployment, the TF-

on all of us and, first of all, the govern- “The ombudsman’s report sacrificed

ment system, which has become hos+hese facts for the sake of meaninglessgalcoholism, abandonment, and starvation spread.

tage to that non-professionalism,” he social-political analyses,” Zurabian told
said. RFE/RL.

Policy Forum Armenia Statement

The decision of the Central Bank of Armenia (CBA) to return to a de fac
free floating exchange rate regime, announced on March 3, 2009, has led
swift reaction from economic agents. Within minutes of the announceme
some stores in Yerevan were closed, prices across a wide range of products

supported Zankagatun NGO is now flooded with urgent calls for he]p as

Just two weeks ago, our staff met a woman named Armine. Unenjploy-
ment had driven her husband to alcoholism, which led to abuse. She flgd with
two young children and began living in a barn. While trying to work, Armine
left her five-year-old alone each day to care for her two-year-old. The only food
Armine could afford was sweetened water, so both children quickly re
gdvanced stages of malnutrition. What little money she had scraped tdgether
t6l@@aning neighbors’ toilets was not enough to avoid being evicted from theg barn.
ht, Cases like Armine’s are no longer rare. Families that used to be gble to
pdferd the bare minimum are now often left in the streets. To make mfatters

adjusted, and the buy-sell margins for dollar trading by banks balloong#orse, Armenia’s government is denying how bad the problem is—so fai, they
Following the initial reaction, at present the risk of escalation appears to have bgtdve largely ignored or covered up, rather than risk admitting any failgire to

contained.

In its December 2008 Report, Further attempts to use adminis-
Policy Forum Armenia (PFA) warned trative measures to control either ex-
about the serious build-up of external change rate or prices (or both) amid
economic/financial pressures and pro-continued external pressures will prove
posed a gradual depreciation of theineffective and should be avoided given
Dram as a key element of government’sthe potential for overshooting of the
response strategy. While adopting uncontrolled variable. Expectations of
measures along the lines of some rec{further devaluation (and/or inflation)

ommendations, this and other key ele-could reduce the demand for real money

ments contained in the proposal werebalances beyond the decline in the rea
not followed or countered by alterna- supply of money being observed at the

tive measures. What may have been anoment. Depending on the stance of

judgment call regarding the depth andthe CBA, this may either result in fur-
the duration of the global crisis (and by ther loss of reserves or in further de-
extension also of the factors influenc- valuation of the Dram. This could have
ing Armenia’s economy), should have devastating consequences for the do
been weighed carefully against the po-mestic economy but also for Armenia’s
tential impact of the delayed responsealready embattled curreaccount.

and should have been reversed early

on. Continued on page 4

protect the people. At this point, most emergency protection is coming| from
NGOs and informal support networks.
With this in mind, the Tufenkian Foundation has set up an emergency fund
for the neediest cases. The fund will disburse small amounts for occasional help
to people with terrible problems. Amounts can vary from $30 for a utility
payment, to $100 to repair someone’s roof, to $300 for emergency health care.
To kick things off, James Tufenkian has contributed $25,000 ovef and
above the larger funds he gives toward our budget each year. We hope that you,
our friends and supporters, will collectively match and surpass James’s
contribution, offering the direct assistance that will help keep Armeniaps on
their feet until this crisis subsides.
Checks marked as being for the Emergency Relief Fund can be|made
payable to the Tufenkian Foundation, 20 Capitol Drive, Moonachie, NJ O[f074.
All donations are tax-deductable, and every dollar of your support,
without exception, will go directly to Armenia’s neediest. The Tufenkian
Foundation’s existing staff and resources will make sure this is done, and fast.
Thank you all for your continuing support. We appreciate it, and jever
more than right now.
Sincerely,
Antranig Kasbarian
Director of Development
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‘Evil Quartet’ Film Highlights Threats to
Biodiversity inArmenia

YEREVAN—Vem Media Arts of
Yerevan has completed the tenth in a
series of eleven films about environ-
mental issues in the Republic of Arme-
nia. The new film, “Evil Quartet,” is
about the threats to biodiversity. The
22-minute documentary was produced
by Manuk Hergnyan, written by Inga
Zarafyan, and directed by Hayk Kbeyan.

The film provides a scientific

overview of an ecosystem and high
y g this rare photograph of an endangered

lights several endangered species i .
Armenia, the impacts of human devel-nNear. Egstern Leopard in Southern Ar-
menia in 2005

opment on wildlife, and the role of
hunting and poaching. highly valued by hunters. WWF wild-
Zarafyan highlights the major life expert Alexander Malkhasyan indi-
threats to biodiversity identified by catesthatleopards are killed atarate o
bio-geographer Jared Diamond of one every two years, and that “if the
UCLA: aggression of species and over-situation does not change, we will lose
grazing, hunting and poaching, chainsthe leopard forever.”
of extinction, and loss of habitat, not- He points out that WWF photo-
ing that “the music of this quartet is graphed one of the rare leopards in
getting louder and louder in Armenia.” Armenia for the first time in 2005, and
The filmincludestestimony from for the second time in 2007. “The
experts at the Botany Institute, Zool- situation of leopards in Armenia is not
ogy Institute, Center for Prevention of good, with only 5-7 leopards remain-
Infectious Diseases, World Wildlife ing,” warns Malkhasyan.
Fund, and Saint Louis Zoo, who ad- “We have to realize the truth that
dress the risk of losing numerous en-while preserving the biodiversity of

demic species of rare flora and faunaspecies we preserve ourselves as Homof that chaos.
found only in Armenia, with many sapiens,” concludes the narrator of the

listed in the Red Book of endangereddocumentary.

species. The film “Evil Quartet” was spon-
Since the Bezoar goat and sored by the Critical Ecosystem Part-

Moufflon (wild sheep) are decliningin nership Fund, World Wildlife Fund

numbers, for example, the Near East-Armenia, Armenian Forests NGO, and

ern Leopard is close to extinction. Armenia Tree Project, and it is avail-

The film notes that the natural able for viewing on Google Video. To
corridors of the leopard stretch over acquire a copy of the film in DVD
dozens of kilometers in southern Ar- format with English subtitles, contact
menia and parts of Nakhichevan andArmenia Tree Project via email at
Nagorno Karabagh, and that they areinfo@armeniatree.org.
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American University of Armenia Receives
$400,000 Grant from The Lincy Foundation

The American University of Armenia (AUA) has received a granf of
$400,000 from The Lincy Foundation for general operating support fgr the
university. In accepting this generous contribution, AUA’s President Dr.
Haroutune Armenian noted that The Lincy Foundation is ensuring that Armgnia’s
future generations will have access to quality, American-accredited higher
education, offered in their home country.

“The Lincy Foundation’s commitment to fulfilling the aspirations
Armenia’s students for professional degrees and higher learning is
visionary, and | thank The Lincy Foundation for continuing its tradition of s
support for AUA. This gift will provide benefits for Armenia for decade
come, as AUA’s graduates rise to leadership roles throughout Armenia.

As faculty, students and AUA research centers move into the newly
completed Paramaz Avedisian Building, Dr. Armenian is hopeful that AUA’s
enrollment will begin to soar, bringing even more stimulus to Armenia’s
intellectual circles. AUA is now encouraging graduate students from the United
States and around the world to consider spending a semester or a year studying
abroad at AUA in Yerevan, or applying to one of AUA’s graduate degree
programs. Says Dr. Armenian, “As difficult as the global economic climate is
currently, AUA is a safe haven in the storm, and a wonderful environmept for
learning.” AUA welcomes new donors to join The Lincy Foundation in
investing in Armenia’s academic future.
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Nearly a Million Genocide Victims, Coveredina
Cloak of Amnesia

Continued from page 1 script from his grandmother, allowing
him to navigate Turkey’s written past,
something that most Turks are unable

Bardakci subscribes to that view. to do. He plays the tanbur, a traditional
The figures, he said, do not indicate thestring instrument. His grandfather was
number of dead, only a result of the a member of the same political party of
decline inthe Armenian population after Talat, and his family knew many of the
deportation. He strongly disagrees thatimportant political figures in Turkey’s
the massacres amounted to a genociddpunding.
and he says Turkey was obliged to take “We had a huge library at home,”
action against Armenians because theyhe said. “They were always talking
were openly supporting Russia in its about history and the past.”
war against the Ottoman Empire. Though he clearly wanted the

“It was not a Nazi policy or a numbers to be known, he stubbornly
Holocaust,” he said. “These were very refuses to interpret them. He offers no
dark times. It was a very difficult analysisinthe book, and aside from an
decision. But deportation was the out- interview with Talat’s widow, there is
come of some very bloody events. It virtually no text beside the original
was necessary for the government todocuments.
deport the Armenian population.” “l didn't want to interpret,” he

This argumentis rejected by most said. “I want the reader to decide.”
scholars, who believe that the small The best way to do that, he ar-
number of Armenian rebels were not agues, is by using cold, hard facts,
serious threat to the Ottoman Empire,which can cut through the layers of
and that the policy was more the prod-emotional rhetoric that have clouded
uct of the perception that the Arme- the issue for years.
nians, non-Muslims and therefore con- “l believe we need documents in
sidered untrustworthy, were a prob- Turkey,” he said. “This is the most
lem population. important.”

Hilmar Kaiser, a historian and But some of the keenest observ-
expert on the Armenian genocide, saiders of Turkish society said the silence
the records published in the book werewas a sign of just how taboo the topic
conclusive proof from the Ottoman still was. “The importance of the book
authority itself that it had pursued a is obvious from the fact that no paper
calculated policy to eliminate the Ar- except Milliyet has written a single line
menians. “You have suddenly on oneabout it,” wrote Murat Belge, a Turk-
page confirmation of the numbers,” he ish academic, in a January column in
said. “It was like someone hit you over the liberal daily newspaper Taraf.
the head with a club.” Still, it is a measure of Turkey’s

Kaiser said the before and after democratic maturity that the book was
figures amounted to “a death record.” published here at all. Bardakci said he

“There is no other way of view- had held the documents for so long ?
ing this document,” he said. “You 27 years ? because he was waiting for
can't just hide a million people.” Turkey to reach the point when their

Other scholars said that the num- publication would not cause a frenzy.
ber was a useful addition to the histori- Even the state now feels the need
cal record, but that it did not introduce to defend itself. Last summer, a propa-
a new version of events. ganda film about the Armenians made

“This corroborates what we al- by Turkey’'s military was distributed
ready knew,” said Donald Bloxham, to primary schools. After a public
the author of “The Great Game of outcry, it was stopped.

Genocide: Imperialism, Nationalism “l could never have published
and the Destruction of the Ottoman this book 10 years ago,” Bardakci said.
Armenians.” “l would have been called a traitor.”

Bardakci is a history buff who He added, “The mentality has

learned to read and write Ottoman changed.”
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St. Nersess Armenian Seminary AMAA Orphan and Child Care Luncheon and
Opens Summer Conference Registration Fashion Show Saturday March 21, 2009

Participants of the 2008 High School ‘A’ Conference pose for agroup photo  AMAA Orphn and Child Care Luncheon and Fashion Show
in front of the Seminary building organizing committee members

NEW ROCHELLE, NY -— Fr. During these Summer Confer- The AMAA Orphan and Child cents a day is all it takes to provide a
Stepanos Doudoukijian, director of Youth ences, Armenian youth will be allowed care Luncheon and Fashion Show ischild with basic food staples such as
& Vocations for St. Nersess Armenian the opportunity to learn abouttheir faith, gimost here! It is going to be abso- sugar, rice, flour and macaroni. They
Seminary, has announced that registraculture and history in a unique environ- |ytely spectacular, with fashions from will receive hygiene supplies and edu-
tion is now open for the ever-popular St. ment. Each conference will offer daily Nordstrom, modeled by 55 of our cational supplies. The children will
Nersess Summer Conferences. worship, Bible study, Armenianlanguage gorgeous young models, an amazingalso become a part of the AMAA’s

Seven programs will once again be instruction, lectures and discussions ledsjjent auction featuring priceless items spiritual and wellness programs such
held on the beautiful nine-acre campusby clergy and lay leaders of the Church._ from handpainted works of art to as Sunday School, Vacation Bible
located at 150 Stratton Road in New In addition, sports, social activities and magnificent jewelry to stays at five School, Summer Camps and Medical
Rochelle, NY. This includes two sepa- excursions are also planned. This well-star resorts to tickets to incredible and Dental Care.
rate conferences specifically designedrounded religious, cultural and social gyents - and all at a fabulous venue — At this year's luncheon you can
for college students, three sessions forexperience creates the perfect opportuthe Beverly Hills Hotel! Thisis truly a sponsor such a child and become a part
high school aged students, one for juniornity for young people to make lasting |yncheon not to be missed. of their life. For further sponsorship
high school participants, and also oneffiendships and continue the tradition This year’'s luncheon theme information, please contact Maro
for those serving or interested in servingthat has made the St. Nersess Summerchijldren Helping Children Through Yacoubian at (818) 434-9091, who is
on the altar in the Deacons’ Training Conferences so successful for nearly 504ope and Joy” is also so very appro- spearheading this year's sponsorship

Program. years. priate. Given the harsh economic drive.
conditions of our world today, the In 2008, the moneys raised by
Summer Youth Conferences Deacons' Training Program children of Armenia truly do need the the AMAA Orphan and Child Care
The Summer Conferences will The Deacons’ Training Program, help of our children here — and what Committee facilitated 2,687 scholar-

begin with a Post-High School ‘A’ ses- led by the Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan, better conduit than the Armenian Mis- ships, support of 20 kindergartens in
sion on June 9-14 for those entering ordean and professor of Liturgical Studies sionary Association of America—a 91 Armenia and Karabagh, summer and
already in college. This particular ses-at the Seminary, will be held June 25- year old organization that has in placeday camps for more than 6,000 chil-
sion is an alternative to the Post-High July 3. This program is designed espe-a program that helps support childrendren and teenagers, as well as many
School ‘B’ session held in mid-August, cially for young men who would like to in dire financial need in Armenia. Let art and sports programs. In 2009,
and also includes a special mystery tripparticipate more actively and meaning- us remember that children of Armenia the AMAA intends to reinforce and, if
to an offsite destination. The High fully in the worship of the Armenian are lacking the basic necessities of lifepossible, duplicate its efforts and as-
School sessions, open to those in the 9 Church. Practical workshops and inter-because of the desperate economigistance in Armenia and Karabagh.
through 12 grades, take place from active classes teach the participants theonditions. They fear that they will be Of course, this can only be accom-
July 7-15; July 17-25; and July 28- deacons’ parts of the liturgy and take theforgotten in the turmoil of our world. plished by your support and atten-
August 5. Following will be the Junior mystery out of the rituals, the music, the Each child has a heart-wrenching storydance.

High School session on August 7-11 symbols, and the chants. This yearto tell of their misfortune. While the On March 21, 2009, the Beverly
which serves as an introduction to theadvanced students will learn the hymnseconomic strain is affecting people Hills Hotel is the place to be —amongst
conferences. and deacons’ portions of the night ser-here in the United States, it is far from family and friends — to be part of an

For more than 10 years, Fr. vice or Kisherayin Zham, while begin- the despair that is currently affecting event that can change the lives of so
Stepanos has organized these conferners will focus on the deacons’ parts ofthousands of people in Armenia. The many childrenin aland thatis far away
ences and has witnessed the personghe Divine Liturgy. most innocent victims, the children, by distance, but so very close in our
growth of many participants. “l am a Students who complete this par- can only pray for help. hearts...Let us be thankful for what
direct product of these programs so | ticular program return to their home Our children here are asking you God has blessed each one of us with
can speak first-hand as to the positivechurches with polished liturgical skills,a to sponsor their brothers and sisters inand share our love.
impact these conferences can have omore satisfying sense of participation in Armenia. For a donation of $250.00, For reservations or further infor-
a teenager in the Armenian Church,” the church’s worship, and many new a sponsor can change the life of a childmation, please contact Arsine Phillips
shared the Rev. Doudoukjian, who is afriends. forever. What amounts to less than 70at (213) 509-4337.

1993 graduate of St. Nersess Armenian More information about registra-
Seminary. He added, “I encourage tion forms for the Summer Conferences
parents to send their children to whatand Deacons’ Training Program, may

move toward stability. some are likely to come at higher-

will be a life-changing and rewarding be found online at www.stnersess.edu, . _Included in these confidence- t_han-egpected costs. A monetary
experience.” or by calling 914-636-2003. bm!dlng measures are some struct,uramghtenmg could reduce the pressure
policy initiatives outlined in PFA’'s on reserves and help dampen infla-

Policy Forum Armenia Statement December 2008 Report. Chief amongtionary expectations. However, if not

them were: (1) the establishment of aaccompanied with sufficient public

Continued from page 2 trust now, but to continue to lose it at crisis management team consisting ofbuy-in, this will not have the desired

this juncture may prove dangerous. Itexperienced economists and financeeffect on the public’s willingness to

Under these circumstances, re-isinevery sensible citizen’s interest to experts independent of their political hold local currency, and in the mean-
gaining policy credibility and properly stabilize the situation in Armenia and affiliations and views; (2) undertaking time will suppress economic activity.
managing public’s expectations should the authorities should capitalize on this credible measures to reduce the mo-Credibility will also be important for
be the cornerstones of the strategypremise and come off as transparentopoly price-setting powers of key the effectiveness of the fiscal policy
going forward. To this end, CBA and forward-looking as possible. This import companies; and (3) taking swift response, where targeted social spend-
should be candid about the policy trade-will help rebuild confidence and trust measures to reduce some well-knowning will be critical for reducing the
off it was facing since the Fall of 2008 in policy management. Only with mu- barriers to doing business. negative consequences of the devalu-
and about any errors of judgment thattual trust, and if united in their effort, Without credibility, the tradi- ation on low income families and of
may have made the current outcomewill the government and society over- tional policy instruments will have a the level of discontent and potential
inevitable. It may not be easy to build come this and future turbulence andlimited impact on the situation and for political instability.
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THE LANGHAM,

LUNCHEON 12:00 pm

DONATION $85.00

626-355-3789

HUNTINGTON HOTEL & SPA
(FORMERLY RITZ CARLTON)

1404 SOUTH OAK KNOLL AVENUE
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 91106

BOUTIQUE/socCIAL HOUR 10:00 am

FASHION sHow 1:30 pm

For Tickets, call Salpi Mankerian

Saint Gregory’s Ladies Society
CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO THE

44th Annual

LUNCHEON & FASHION SHOW

Around The World
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Dear Dr. Kherlopian;
Greetings in the name of our Lord.H

On the occasion of your 80th birthday, we send you our hearty congratu-

lations and sincere wishes for a long and healthy life.

Your service to our nation is immeasurable. And lately, your service to

God’s Kingdom has put you in the pedestal of honor.

We respect you as a teacher, historian, theologian and sociologist. There are
few in our society who had achieved what you have achieved in your 80 years,

even during the years when you were suffering physically.

We are sure that God will reward you for all you have done with love and

dedication.
We ask God’s abundant blessing on you and your lovely wife, Anahid.

Respectfully yours,
Mike and Arpi Youssefian
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JANSEZIAN LAW FIRM, PC

If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!

225 South Lake Avenue, Third Floor, Pasadena, California 91101

Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

MNazareth V. Jansezrian, Eng.
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Yes, | wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 for USA
* $60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.
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“Helping the Armenian Community Build Wealth”
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR

BID REQUEST

Qualified Consulting firms are invited to submit combined

LU9 vuour

NP GG CO
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dunip 10:00-hg 12:30
Y kGwnkjh 280-pn Yuywlihg

Statements of Qualifications and Proposals by 5:00 PM, April 4
2009 for Project Number E09-07, Construction Management angl
Materials Testing to assist the Authority in two projects. Thesd
projects will be financed using a combination of Airport and federall
funds. The projects are the Taxiway C, D and G Reconstruction anfl
Runway Guard Lights installation. Disadvantage Business Enter
prise participation is strongly encouraged. A Request for Qualifica
tions/Proposal package can be obtained directly from the Bob Hope
Airport Web site at bobhopeairport.com under Business Opportu-
nities. All Proposers shall register with the Airport Engineering
Department either via web site or in person. Proposals submitted bly
firms who have not registered with Airport Engineering will be
considered non-responsive.
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