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JANSEZIAN LAW FIRM, PC

If you're facing overwhelming debts, bankruptcy

laws may eliminate all your debts permanently!

225 South Lake Avenue, Third Floor, Pasadena, California 91101

Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

MHazareth V. Jansezian, Esqg.
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According to Turkish Media Reports Armenia and Turkey Have Agreed US Lawmakers Call
on Establishing Diplomatic Ties for End of Animosity

Between

ANKARA -- According to re- framework for transi
ports published in Turkish media, Ar- tion to full diplomatic
menian and Turkey have agreed on therelations possibly star
roadmap to establish diplomatic ties ing with low-key rep
and open the shared border. The tim-resentations in Anka
ing of the declaration of the agreementand Yerevan or ad
remains key for Ankara. The key ques- creditation of ambag
tion is whether to announce the agree-sadors from othe
ment before, during or after Presidentneighboring capitals
Obama'’s visit. Simultaneously Tur§

Ankara and Yerevan have agreedkey will come up wit
on the major parameters of a historica road map for a solus
reconciliation in secret talks to start tion in Nagorno{&
diplomatic relations and re-open their Karabakh. The modal key to heal open wounds, mend bro-
shared border, which Turkey closed in ties of the new bord e ! ,_ ken hearts and create a better future
1993 after Armenia occupied the regime will be deter- for both nations and peoples,” they
Nagorno-Karabakh region. mined upon the work by the border nize the Armeniankillingsin 1915 dur- Wrote Armenia President Serzh

Hurriyet Daily reports that Tur- committee while as part of a show of ing his election campaign last year. Sarkisian and Turkish President
key and Armenia are readying to sign agood will immediate measures would be This would both maintain a vigorous Abdullah Gul.
protocol that marks commitment by taken for a gradual opening. Diplomatic effect on Obama himself and also The group, all Democratic allies
both sides to establish diplomatic rela- recognition will be supported by social strengthen his hand to counter argu-0f US President Barack Obama, in-
tions and set up committees on issuesand economic projects with coordina- ments of Armenian lobbies in the United cluded Representatives Robert Wexler,
ranging from border management, cus-tion of the Turkish Armenian Business States that invested hopes in his presi@ member of the House Foreign Affairs

Armeniaand Turkey

WASHINGTON, DC -- A group
of US lawmakers told leaders of Arme-
nia and Turkey on Monday that they
stood ready to help the neighbors as
they strive to end decades of animosity
and forge closer diplomatic ties.

“It is essential that the building
blocks of trust and cooperation are
established between Armenia and Tur-

toms, history and more. Having Development Concil, or TABDC. dency, according to American Committee; Ike Skelton, the chairman
achieved a satisfying deal which in- policymakers. of the House Armed Service Commit-
cludes setting up a history committee  Turkey’s difficult choice on It is not clear, however, if tee.

to discuss 1915 events, the remaining the 'date’ Obama’s expected April 24 statement It also included Representatives
dilemma for Ankara is the proper tim- Although U.S President Barack on Armenian deaths will include quali- John Murtha, who has close ties to the
ing of the announcement. Obama will be in Turkey on April6and fying the killings as genocide or if he Pentagon, and Alcee Hastings, co-

"The hard work is done. Every- 7 with a wider agenda, long-awaited will support the latest U.S. House of chairman of the Commission on Secu-
body has faith that the deal will be normalization of ties between Ankara Representatives resolution introducedrity and Cooperation in Europe.
made public soon," a diplomat told the and Yerevan will be on the shortlist of two weeks ago. Thus Ankara is keen “As members of Congress who
Daily News, speaking on the condition important topics. Friends of Turkey in to wait until strong assurances areagree that lasting Armenian-Turkish
of anonymity. Washington favor an announcementsecured from the U.S administration rapprochement should be a top priority
In conclusion, Hiirriyet Daily ads by Ankara this week prior to Obama’s during Obama'’s visit before publicly for the United States, please know we

that the draft protocol will set the arrival. Obama had pledged to recog-announcing the deal with Armenia. are ready to assist your nations’ ef-
“The ballis actuallyinthe U.S.’s court,” forts to normalize relations and build a

Ara Agishian Elected New President of an expert said pointing to Obama as thePetter fUt(ljJre fOkr genherations of Arme-
i key player in April’s moves. nians and Turks,” they wrote.
Armenia Fund, Inc. If Turkey insists not to proceed “This process is difficult and at

with the announcement before Obama’stimes painful, but we remain hopeful
meetings in Ankara, then there are twothat ongoing bilateral engagement will
other symbolic dates on the horizonlead to a positive breakthrough that
that would serve as meaningful oppor-forever changes the dynamics of the

tunities for announcing the historic region and opens the door to new
possibilities and brighter futures for

Continuedonpage4 Armenia and Turkey,” they said.

Hard Currency Inflow Declining Sharply
Armenian Budget Deficit Soars Amid Tax Shortfall

YEREVAN -- Hard currency in- percent.
flows to Armenia from its citizens The remittances, which totaled
working abroad, which benefit a large atleast$2.3 billion lastyear, have been
part of the country’s population, fell a key driving force of Armenia’s eco-
Armenia Fund Corporate Board members with newly elected President Ara Aghishian  significantly in the first two months of nhomic growth, supporting domestic

this year, the Armenian Central Bank consumption and enabling the country

LOS ANGELES -- ArmeniaFund, ostolic Church, Archbishop Moushegh (CBA) said on Tuesday. to finance its massive trade and cur-
Inc., the U.S. Western Region affiliate Mardirossian, Prelate of the Western According to the latest CBA data rent-account deficits. After more than
of “Hayastan” All-Armenian Fund, has Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic made available to RFE/RL, the total & decade of rapid growth they began
elected its new president, Ara Church, Fr. Antoine Saroyan of the amount of cash transfers processedshrinking with the onset of the global
Aghishian, Esq. Armenian Catholic Eparchy, Rev. Jo- by Armenian commercial banks in this €conomic crisis last fall.

On Thursday, March 26, 2009, seph Matossian of the Armenian Evan-period was down by almost 20 percent Russia, the main source of the
the Corporate Board of Armenia Fund, gelical Union of America, Mr. Al at $169.3 million. A similar sum is cash transfers, has been hit particu-
Inc. unanimously elected Ara Aghishian Cabraloff of the Armenian Assembly believed to have entered Armenialarly hard by the downturn. Its
to the post of Chairman/President. Mr. of America, Mr. Avedik Izmirlian of through non-bank wire transfer sys- economy is on course to contract this
Aghishian has been Vice President ofthe Armenian Cultural Foundation, Dn. tems and in the form of cash. year for the first time since the late
the Fund since 2001. Present at thevahe Charkhutian of the Armenian External remittances sent home 1990s.
meeting were the Honorable Grigor General Benevolent Union SCDC, Ms. by Armenian migrant workers for Armenia’s Gross Domestic Prod-
Hovhannisyan, Consul General of the Sossie Poladian of the Armenian Relief “non-commercial purposes” accounted uct likewise shrunk by 3.7 percent in
Republic of Armenia, Archbishop Society of Western USA, Dr. Hampig for over two-thirds of the figure re- January-February 2009. In a quarterly
Hovnan Derderian, Primate of the ported by the CBA. The drop in these
Western Diocese of the Armenian Ap- Continuedonpage4 remittances was even steeper at 30 Continued on page 3
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Coup Charges Against Jailed Oppositionists Dropped Armenian Property Prices Plummeted
7 Political Prisoners Stay Behind Bars 30 Perecent

YEREVAN -- An Armenian judge vicious clashes between Ter-Petrosian YEREVAN -- Real estate pricesin
on Wednesday ended the controversialsupporters and security forces that leftArmenia have plummeted by at least 30
collective trial of seven opposition fig- ten people dead and more than 200percent this year because of a worsening
ures arrested following last year's post- others injured. Justifying the surprise economic situation and decreased cas
election clashes in Yerevan after pros-decision, Martirosian cited the complex- inflows from abroad, private realtors
ecutors dropped coup charges leveledty of the case involving about 400 wit- said on Tuesday.
against them. nesses and “victims” as well as the need Ashot Muradian, a senior govern-

The new twist in the “case of the to speed up judicial proceedings. ment official, told RFE/RL that nation-
seven” resulted from the newly enacted With the riot charge punishable by wide number of property transactions jg
amendments to Articles 225 and 300 ofbetween four to ten years in prison underwas down by 20 percent year on year inf y
the Armenian Criminal Code used againstthe amended Article 225, Martirosian February. e
the prominent supporters of opposition declined to free the defendants pending Private real estate agencies in the
leader Levon Ter-Petrosian. The articlesfurther trial. It is therefore unlikely that capital painted a different picture in sepa-
deal with provocation of street violence any of them will be set free before this rate interviews with RFE/RL, estimating and Armenian nationals working abroad
and “usurpation of state authority by month’s session of the Council of Eu- the price fall at between 30 and 40 that have financed a large part of apart-
force” respectively. One of the amend- rope Parliamentary Assembly (PACE) percent. Vahan Danielian, director ofthe ment purchases in the country. “Be-
ments passed by the Armenian parlia-which is due to discuss Yerevan's com- Kentron agency, suggested that it wascause there is a crisis abroad ... few
ment on March 18 divided Article 300 pliance with its January resolution on evenmore drastic in downtown Yerevan, people from the Diaspora buy homes in
into three sections detailing various forms Armenia. by far the most expensive part of the Armenia,” he said.
of power usurpation and toughening The defense lawyers in the trial country. “Another factor is that [real estate]
punishment for some of them. criticized Martirosian’s decision and said “A one-room apartment in the city prices were inflated. They would fall

Citing the amendments, the chief they will likely appeal against it. “The center was valuated at between $80,00G00ner or later,” added Hovannisian.
trial prosecutor, Koryun Piloyan, said court made a decision that took both theand $100,000 last fall. We've just sold it Andranik Tevanian, an economist
during a chaotic court session ondefense lawyers and prosecutors byfor$40,000,”said Danielian. In hiswords, running the Politeconomia private think-
Wednesday that the defendants, amongurprise,” one of them, Melanya a two-bedroom apartment in the city’s tank, said the fact that Armenian banks
them three parliament deputies and aArustamian, told RFE/RL. northern Nor Nork suburb was worth at have substantially cut back on mortgage
former foreign minister, will now face “They have split up the case be- least $70,000 a few months ago butlending since October has also played a
no accusations stemming from Article cause it was having too much public would now sell for no more than $50,000. role. “Commercial banks understand that
300 but must continue to be tried for resonance,” said Vartuhi Elbakian. According to Vartan Ayvazian of until the mortgage market is stabilized
organizing the March 1, 2008 “mass According to another attorney, Cascade Realty, the prices of office andthey can’t make quick decisions and
disturbances” in Yerevan. Two of them, Hovik Abrahamian, the judge dealt a other commercial space in the capitaltake risks,” he said. “So their lending
Miasnik Malkhasian and Sasun Mikaelian, serious blow to government claims thathave also gone down by up to 40 per-policy will be quite cautious in the com-
also remain accused of resisting policethe deadly unrest in Yerevan was thecent. “Quite a lot of commercial space is ing year.”

Sm—

and illegally possessing weapons re-result of an opposition conspiracy to now vacant in the city center,” said Vahe Avetisian, head of the Shen
spectively, said Piloyan. The seize power by violent means. He saidAyvazian. property valuation agency, said apart-
prosecutor’s speech was drowned outthe implication is that there was never a Armenian property prices skyrock- ment sales are further curtailed by po-

by furious shouts from defendants.  concerted opposition effort to trigger eted in the years preceding the economidential buyers expecting real estate to

The judge in the case, Mnatsakanthe worst street violence in Armenia’s crisis, fueling a construction boom that become even cheaper in the coming
Martirosian, responded by ruling that the history. “The court has proved that ... helped the Armenian economy expand atmonths. “When they start making trans-
seven oppositionists should stand freshthe whole thing is a fabrication,” claimed double-digit rates from 2002 through actions the prices will go up again,” he

and separate trials for orchestrating theArsenian. 2007. The local construction sector con-said.
. . tracted by 1.5 percent in January-Febru- Realtors disagreed just when that
ACNIS Presents New Pollcy Brief on ary 20009. could happen. Cascade Realty’s Ayvazian
u i ; Torgom Hovannisian, deputy di- said that the prices will likely stay un-
The Mllltary Balance Of Power In the rector of another real estate firm, AS, changed at least until this fall, while
South Caucasus” linked the price collapse with decreasedKentron’s Danielian predicted their fur-

cash inflows from Diaspora Armenians ther decline.

sentation on the “Political Military real imperatives are internal in nature
Problems of the South Caucasus Re-and depend far more on institutional
gion.” ACNIS Senior Analyst Manvel legitimacy, the rule of law and good
Sargsyan also provided concluding governance, and on local economics
comments. and politics than grand geopolitics.”
Giragosian noted that “nearly ACNIS Senior Analyst Hovsep
eight months after a brief, but deadly, Khurshudian then evaluated the “Im-
war in Georgia in August 2008, the pact of the Global Economic Crisis on
outlook for security and stability in the the Regional Balance of Power,” not-
South Caucasus remains far from cer-ing that Azerbaijan had based its 2009
tain,” and that the war “had dramati- state budget on the high price of oil. He
cally altered the geopolitical landscape added that the drop in the oil prices
of the region, consolidating a clear since August 2008 had a sharply ad-
reassertion of Russian power and in-verse effect on the country’s economy,
fluence and forcibly ‘resolving’ two however, because between 65-70 per-
of the region’s three formerly ‘frozen’ cent of Azerbaijan’s state budget relies
conflicts.” He also stressed that “the on energy-related income.
Georgian war raised new doubts overKhurshudian also underscored that
YEREVAN -- The Armenian Cen- further noted that the report includes Georgia’s strategic role as the regional“even if Azerbaijan’s state budget is
ter for National and International Stud- an assessment of the current state ofcenter of gravity’ for the West and reduced, this hardly will reflect any
ies (ACNIS) convened a special the Azerbaijani military, and an analy- effectively ended Georgia’s hopes to change in the country’s military spend-
roundtable seminar discussion to sis of the implications for the security join the NATO alliance.” ing.” But this point, according to
present a new special publication en-of Armenia and Nagorno Karabagh. “But most importantly,” he ar- Khurshudian, can not be ruled out
titled, “The Military Balance of Power The discussion featured three gued, “was the fact that the August either, especially “if we take into ac-
in the South Caucasus.” main presentations, with ACNIS Di- 2008 war further demonstrated a dra-count that Azerbaijan’s leadership is
Welcoming the participants and rector Richard Giragosian offering a matic shift in the region’s delicate intelligent enough to understand that
attendees, ACNIS Director Richard brief presentation on the “Shifting Mili- balance of power, which has alreadythe current economic conditions in
Giragosian explained that the new tary Balance of Power in the South reconfigured the threat perception andboth countries is such that any active
ACNIS report, the second in a seriesCaucasus,” ACNIS Senior Analyst military posture of the region.” More military operation could destroy their
of ACNIS Policy Briefs, examines re- Hovsep Khurshudian evaluating the specifically, Giragosian asserted thateconomies.”
cent shifts in the military and security “Impact of the Global Economic Crisis “although it is now clear that the shift- For his part, ACNIS Director of
situation in the region, including a on the Regional Balance of Power,” ing military balance of power remains Administration Dr. Karapet Kalenchian
specific focus on developments sinceand ACNIS Director of Administration one of the most crucial considerations
the August 2008 war in Georgia. He Dr. Karapet Kalenchian offering a pre- for regional security and stability, the Continued on page 4
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Atthe Origins of Commemoration: Forgetting the Armenians, 2009 Edition
The 90th Anniversary of Declaring April 24 as a Day
of Mourning and Commemoration By Alex Massie matism (think of the convenient dif-
. ] ference between troops and “combat
of the Armenian Genocide At the New Republic Mike troops” in Iraq). But there is a line

Crowley picks up where this post left between pragmatism and hypocrisy,
2009 marks the 90th anniver- mourning took place, marked with off and lays-out the familiar argu- and Obama may be about to cross it.
sary of April 24 as a day of com- speeches, declamations and sacrednents on US recognition of the Arme- All true. But hypocrisy can breed
memoration. Here is the history of music. Shahan Perperian gave thenian genocide. It's tough for the Ar- opportunity. As Daniel Larison - who
this important event: opening remarks on behalf of the menians: all they have on their side ishas written a lot about this - observes,
A special committee was Board of Ceremonial Mourning fol- principle (and Obama’s campaign relations between Turkey and Armenia
formed in Constantinople, in March lowed by representatives of the Ar- promises) while, as Crowley points show signs of improving. Opening the
1919, by a group of Ottoman Arme- menian parties, including Vahan out, the Turks have realpolitik and a border between the two countries and
nian intellectuals who survived the Zeituntsian (Social Democrat well-oiled lobbying machine (thatcur- “normalising” relations between them
Armenian Genocide. The main goal Hunchakian party) and Professor H.rently employs the combined efforts might do rather more for the average
of this committee was the organiza- Hakobian (Ramgavar party), Dr. of Dick Gephardt and Denny Hastert) Armenian than a welcome, but still
tion of commemoration ceremonies Khandjian from the Doctor’s Union, that takes opposing any formal, Presi-symbolic, declaration from the Ameri-
dedicated to theanniversary ofthe Gevorg Mesrop from the Teacher’s dent-endorsed recognition of the geno-can Congress and President.
Armenian Genocide. The committee, Union along with many others. The cide very seriously indeed. As Mike Larison suggests that delaying
known as “The April 11t Board of speecheswere intermingled with dec-reports: the resolution (again!) for another year
Ceremonial Mourning” consisted of lamations and sacred music. A vol- Obama can be forgiven for dodg- might not be the worst thing in the
13 members including Yevphime ume entitled “Memorial for April 11" ing the explosive subject of genocide world. And that seems reasonable.
Avetisian, Zaruhi Galamkarian, Mari was published in Constantinople (pub- while he is a guest in Ankara next Provided, that is, Washington pres-
Stambulian, Perchuhi Parsamian,lished by - O. Arzumanian, 1919) week. But, when the Armenians’ an- sures Ankara to improve its relations
Miss Arpiar, Tigran Zaven, Merujan edited by Theodik. It was published nual day of genocide remembrancewith Yerevan. Indeed, suggesting that
Parsamyan, Hakob Siruni, Gevorg specifically for the Day of Mourning. comes on April 24, the White House Washington will certainly recognise
Mesrop, Tagvor Sugiasian, Dr. Thisvolumeincluded the biographies, will be expected to release a statementthe genocide next year if there’s no
Barsegh Tinanian, Shahan Perperianphotos and unprinted pages of theln the past, these proclamations havesignificant progress in moving towards
and Hovhannes Poghosian. Due toArmenian martyrs of Constantinople been exercises in strained euphemismTurkish-Armenian reconciliation. That
the efforts of these people the and other provinces. Last year, for instance, George W. mightatleast permitObamaalessthan
memory of the victims of Armenian This initial commemoration for Bush lamented “mass killings and wholly shameful retreat from his cam-
Genaide was commemorated amongthe victims of the Armenian Geno- forced exile” and “epic human trag- paign positioning on the issue. Of
the Armenians of Constantinople for cide in Constantinople was not the edy"—but did not use the term “geno- course, the Armenians have heard “wait
the firsttime in 1919. Armenian writer, only one of its kind. On April 24, cide.” The Armenian-Americans who for next year” many times before. If
publicist and public figure Hakob 1919, againinthe St. Trinity Church supported Obama in November (JohnObama does choose expediency over
Siruni wrote in his memoirs: “The in Bera, another liturgy was held for McCain never endorsed genocide rec-principle - and one would be amazed if
mourning ceremony became a tradi-the same cause. It was officiated byognition) expect him to use the occa- he does not - then he should also make

tion. Since then, the 2%f Aprilwas the Armenian Patriarch, this time sion to say the magic word. it clear that this is a one time only
adopted as aymbol of mourning.” commemorating the American mis- But sources on Capitol Hill and offer*.
According to the committee, sionaries martyred during World War those familiar with Ankara’s thinking Of course, this may be far too

commemoration ceremonies were in-1. Representatives of the US Em- both predict Obama will punt on the optimistic.
tended to be held from April 1M bassy to Turkey: Mr. Heike and Mr. issue. “I fully expect him to fold,”
through the 18, but due to the Ar- Faull, a journalist from the “Times”, laments one human rights activist who *Suppose there is this progress
menian Patriarch’sillness at the time, colonel Bennett and others broughtwishes otherwise. “I would be shocked you seek? Wouldn't recognition next
the date was delayed by one day.their participation during the cer- if he didn’t.” Butthe real shock should year be seen as being too risky and too
Bishop Mesrop Naroian held a lit- emony. be in seeing Obama break such a cleatikely to jeopardise that progress? Per-
urgy for the victims of the Armenian The next day, on April 25 a  promise. Reasonable people can differhaps. But that's something to be deter-
Genocide from April 15th to the 25th similar ceremony dedicated to the on whether recognizing the genocide mined at a later date. Meanwhile, the
in St. Trinity church of Bera district martyrs of the Armenian Genocide is worth the possible consequences. Itgenocide issue would, for once and at
of Constantinople. The Armenian pa- took place in the Armenian Catholic is not debatable, however, that Obamalast, be being used to advance Armenian
triarch of Constantinople, Zaven Church at the Vatican under the ap-made a promise, or that he ran as a matgand, in the wider scheme of matters,
Eghiaian, gave a sermon. On thisproval of Pope. The entire Armenian of integrity and principle. To be sure, Turkish) interests rather than being just
proclaimed “day of mourning,” all community in Italy was present along Obama’s high-minded rhetoric has al- a political irritant to be dealt with as
Armenian national colleges and shopswith several Cardinals and Bishops ways concealed a deeply rooted prag-shabbily and as quietly as possible.
in Constantinople were closed. Rep-(as representatives of the Pope), —
resentatives of Saint Trinity Greek members of the Italian Government, Hard Currency Inflow Declining Sharply
Church, RA P. Takhtadgian and oth- Minister of Education M.Ludzatti,
ers presented public statements durSpeaker of Parliament Lombardo,
ing the ceremony. Deputy Foreign Minster, French am-
During the afternoon, those at- bassador to Italy and other officials.
tending the ceremony gathered Ar- Since the first commemoration
menians moved on to the St. Trinity of the Armenian Genocide victimsin
Armenian Evangelical Church located Istanbul, April 24 officially was
in the Cheshme district of the city. adopted as “Day of Mourning and
After the liturgy, the ceremonial Commemoration”.

Continued from page 1 istry said the government’s overall rev-
enues fell by 14.6 percent to 84.6 billion
policy report released on Tuesday, thedrams ($230 million) in the first two
CBA forecast a full-year GDP drop of months of this year.
about 3 percent. Proceeds from value-added tax
The report said that the outflow (VAT), the number one source of public
of cash from Armenia halved to $86.2 funds, were down by almost 22 percent
million in January-February and pushed at 33 billion drams. Two-thirds of them
up the net cash inflow by almost 64 were levied from imported goods.
percent. Still, it said the full-year total Armenia’s net imports tumbled by 21
will likely fall by at least 10 percent percentin January-February 2009 as the
because of the “unfavorable” economic global credit crunch dragged the Arme-

m H iil I. nnh conditions in Russia. nian economy deeper into a recession.
B'r v Gagik Minasian, chairman of the The recession explains why pro-

INVESTMENT BANKING Armenian parliament commif[tee onfi- ceeds from corporate profit tax fell by

nance and budget affairs, also?21 percent to almost 9 billion drams.

downplayed the decreased remittancesfEven before the economic crisis the 20

JACH KRALANJIAN saying that they are slightly above the percent flat tax accounted for a very
Professional Financial Advisor 2007 level. “We have simply lost the modest share of the government’s tax
increase in transfers registered in 2008revenues, highlighting widespread tax

Corporate Center Pasadens and returned to the level of 2007,” evasion in the country.

225 S0. Lake Avenue Minasian told RFE/RL. The decreased revenues contrasted
Pasadena, CA 91101 In other economic bad news, with a 5.3 percent year-on-year increase

(626) 396-28235 Direct Armenian government’s tax revenues in government expenditures registered by

(626) IT6-4665 Fax

jack_kalanjian@ml.com continued to drop significantly in Feb- the Finance Ministry during the two-
| | s

ruary, pushing up the state budgetmonth period. This translated into a bud-
. i . . deficit to the highest level in years.  get deficit of 14.3 billion drams, equiva-
“Helping the Armenian Community Build Wealth” In a monthly budgetary report re- lent to 5 percent of Gross Domestic

leased at the weekend, the Finance MinProduct.
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Yerevan State University and University of Michigan Armenia and Turkey Have Agreed
Sign Agreement of Cooperation on Establishing Diplomatic Ties
; decision to recognize a state could be
. Continuedf 1
ANNARBOR, MI-- Yerevan State related to the Hnchakian Party. Dr. SHEEEEIERESS given by the Cabinet. It's not clear yet,
University and the University of Michi- Simonyan is a historian by training. deal. The UN-sponsored Alliance of however, if the ruling Justice and De-
gan recently signed an agreement of Dr. Simonyan’s last day was spent Civilizations summitin Istanbul, which velopment Party, or AKP, would stick

cooperation which makes possible avisiting the Alex Manoogian Museum coincides with Obama’s visit, is the to a Cabinet decision only to start to
wide array of exchanges and joint activi- and church/school complexin Southfield first opportunity because Armenian establish diplomatic relations with Ar-
ties. The agreement was signed betweeiMichigan, the Armenian Research Cen-Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian menia or bring the issue to Parliament.
the Provost of the University of Michi- ter at the University of Michigan- will also attend. The next option is Another option is to pen an agreement
gan, Dr. Theresa Sullivan and Dr. Aram Dearborn and meeting with officials Turkish Foreign Minister AliBabacan’s to restore diplomatic ties with Armenia
Simonyan, Rector of Yerevan State Uni- there. trip to Yerevan on April 16 to attend a which would have to be ratified by
versity. The Armenian Studies Program The Rector’s last meeting was meeting of the Black Sea Economic Parliament. The reasons behind consid-
of the University of Michigan was des- with Armenian studies faculty and gradu- Cooperation Organization. Although the eration for parliamentary approval are
ignated in that agreement as the executoate students on the Ann Arbor campusTurkish Foreign ministry has not pub- to minimize repercussions that may be
of the agreement on behalf of the Univer-during which a lively and constructive licized the decision yet, Yerevan was triggered by opposition parties and to
sity of Michigan. discussion ensued on the direction ofinformed of confirmation of Babacan’s share the burden of this critical move.
During the week of March 16-23 Armenian studies in Armenia and the attendance, the Daily News claims.
Dr. Simonyan visited the University cam- Diaspora and the state of affairs at Cabinet or Parliament decision?

pus. He held meetings with the Armenian Yerevan State University. According to Turkish law, the

Studies faculty, Provost Sullivan, the Since the Rector’s visit coincided

Dean of Letters, Sciences and the Artswith the three conference on “Armenian Ara Agishian Elected New President of

Prof. Terrence McDonald and various and Armenians in International treaties” .

department chairs and area studies cenat the University of Michigan, Dr. Armenia Fund

ter directors, introducing Yerevan State Simonyan also attended many of theContinued from page 1 for his volunteer services to the legal
University, learning about UM, and ex- sessions and participated in the informal profession.

ploring specific ways to implement the gatherings. Sarafian of Nor Serount Cultural As- For 15 years, Mr. Aghishian
agreement. Dr. Simonyan also visited These discussions regarding thesociation, and Mr. Ara Aharonian of served as the Secretary of the Board of
the Library of the University, paying implementation of the cooperation Tekeyan Cultural Association. Trustees of TCA Arshag Dickranian
special attention to the Armenian studiesagreementwill be continued in Yerevan Mr. Aghishian has beenin private Armenian School in Hollywood, CA.

related documents in the Special Collec-in May as a result of which the two |egal practice since 1988 in California. He is a former Chairman of the San
tions, including arare I'tentury manu-  universities expect to adopt an actionHe is admitted to practice law in all the Fernando Valley Chapter of the Arme-
script and the Arzoumanian archives program. courts of the State, all Federal District nian General Benevolent Union. Heis a
Courts in California, the 9th U.S. Dis- former member of the AGBU Asbeds
. . trict Court of Appeal and the U.S. and AGBU SCDC. Mr. Aghishian is a
Help a Fellow Armenian Who Has Leukemia Supreme Court. Mr. Aghishian heads Godfather of the MothergCathedraI of

. . . . the Law Offices of Ara Aghishian with the Western Diocese of the Armenian
Aram Markosian from Detroit, was recently diagnosed with a rare ICUt

0

%ffices in Encino, San Diego, and Sac- Apostolic Church.
type of Leukemia. Aram is 24 year old Armenian Jeweler and is currently goin ’ 9 pos ol y

X ) mento. His client base consists of Mr. Aghishian is married to Julia
through chemotherapy at Karmanos Cancer Center in Detroit and hefneeds,ne 500 companies as well as theYeranossian and a proud father of a
your help. City of Los Angeles. daughter, Alexandra. In the spirit of

¢ InI ortdfer to bzttlemghedLeukemla, he will need to have a bone mgrrow He is a member of the California philanthropy and furthering Armenian
ranslp an brom anea 3{ onolr. t th b infused int thState Bar, the Los Angeles County andstudies, Mr. and Mrs. Aghishian have
N a bone marrow transpiant, the new bone marrow infused Intp Q. qrjcan Bar Associations, as well as sponsored Armenian language, culture

patient must match the genetic makeup of the patient's own marrqw &fe Armenian Bar Association. He has and history programs at the University

perfectly as possible. Therefore, there is a much better chance that he will ﬁ@grved as Judge Pro Tem of the Losof California, Los Angeles, the Univer-
a match from a fellow Armenian. There is an Armenian Bone Marrow Re 'St%ngeles Superior Court for several sity of Southern California, and vari-

mho many Oftl.JS mglytatltz_eagytbﬁ a part of (if ?’IOU have got;en testgd bﬁfor?v]\c/_ ars. Mr. Aghishian has received sev-ous Armenian schools in the U.S. and
is organization) but this data ase can really use more donors in order fo fifd. ' .\ endations and recognitionsCanada.
a match for Aram or any other patient who may need healthy bone marfow to

battle Leukemia or similar diseases. “The Military Balance of Power in the
Special tests are conducted (where they swab your inner chegk) to "
determine whether or not the donor’'s bone marrow matches the patignt’s. South Caucasus

SO there are two ways YOU can help: , Continued from page 2 Caucasus region. Also, we must not
* You can either help by donating money to help with the expenses.|Send exclude Iran. And even if Azerbaijan

all donations to the St. Stephen’s Office at 38 Elton Ave, Watertown] MA,eqented an assessment of the “Politicateceives that consent, it will need to
02472 or bring them with you to church on Palm Sunday. (write checs oufjjitary Problems of the South Caucasusthink considerably before taking any
to the Armenian Bone Marrow Registry) and/or Region.” He emphasized that “the re- military action. The Georgian incidentis

* You can get tested yourself to be a potential donor gional neighbors have huge armies,always evidentforall,” Kalenchian stated.
whereas the regional countries possess Closing the session, ACNIS Senior
armed forces that can withstand only Analyst Manvel Sargsian then provided
one another, and, objectively speaking,concluding comments and underlined the
pim they can not stand against the military need to specifically focus on the possibil-

) ) ) d potential of the neighboring countries.” ity of radical changes in the policies of
DETROIT- Armenian Community Center Dearb_orn,. MI April 5, 200910 Therefore, Kalenchian argued, the politi- “world powers, including new US policy
am-3pm For more information for the Detroit contact: Ani Attar, ARS @ (348)c4) component of stability assumes awith respect to Russia and Iran.” Sargsian
661-3038 or Barbara Rozier, NMDP @ (313) 833-2647

: ] pivotal role in terms of the security of the went on to say that “Russia’s and Iran’s
CALIFORNIA Los Angeles -St Mary’s Church - 500 Sth Centrdl - regional countries. “In other words, the possible agreement with new US propos-
GLENDALE, CA Palm Sunday - April 5th 10am-1pm

7 armed forces in the region cannot beals can substantially change the geopoliti-
SAN FRANCISCO - St. Gregory Armenian Church. 51 Commonwealthger syfficient factors in the security of cal situation in the South Caucasus re-
Ave. San Francisco Palm Sunday April 5, 2009 11:30am-2:30pm

) : those countries. And after the eventsgion, and this will definitely have an
- WASHINGTON D.C.-Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church 4;1?6 that occurred in Georgia last August, impact on Armenia’s security.”
Flint Drive Bethesda, MD Friday, April 3rd @ 8:00pm & Palm Sunday, April Azerhajjan would hardly carry out any The formal presentations were then
Sth @ 2:00pm military operation against Nagorno followed by questions, answers, and a
NEW YORK CITY: - ST. Vartan Cathedral On 2nd Avenue between B4th
and 33rd street. April 26th, the day of the Genocide Rally, from 10:00 am
pm and then 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm (before and after the Genocide Rally)
please make all efforts to help Aram by donating or getting testedj
Thank you all and God Bless you and your compassion.
For those of you who do not live in California, Detroit or Boston, you
go to any red cross or bone marrow clinic and register which will put

www.HayastanInfo.net
name on a national database that will be used for Aram and others in

Or, if you want to arrange to have a bone marrow drive through thg Armenian-Eninsh-German

Armenian Bone Marrow Donor Registry, please contact: Frieda Jordan .
663-3609 or via email frieda.jordan@att.net News . Information . Comments

WE WILL BE RUNNING MULTIPLE BONE MARROW DRIVES:

BOSTON- St. Stephen’s Church Hall, Watertown,MA on April 5 (P
Sunday) 1:00-4:00 PM immediately following church

t Karabagh without the consent of Tur- lively exchange among many leading
1:3I9ey, Russia, the United States, England Armenian analysts and experts, as well
and France, which are those countriesas several officials and diplomatic repre-
that have huge interests in the Southsentatives.
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THE LANGHAM,

LUNCHEON 12:00 pm

poNATION $85.00

626-355-3789

HUNTINGTON HOTEL & SPA
(FORMERLY RITZ CARLTON)

1404 soUTH OAK KNOLL AVENUE
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 91106

BOUTIQUE/SOCIAL HOUR 10:00 am

FASHION sHow 1:30 pm

For Tickets, call Salpi Mankerian

Saint Gregory’s Ladies Society
CORDIALLY INVITESYOU TO THE

44th Annual

LUNCHEON & FASHION SHOW

Around The World
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Yes, | wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 for USA

* $60,00 (second class), $ 75,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
* $85,00 (second class), $ 125,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

Name: ------c-mmmmmmmm e cccccccceeeeee

Address: ------e-mmmmmeee oo

City: --------- State:--------- Zip Code:------
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INVITATION FORBIDS (IFB)
NO. 7780
TRASH PICK-UP & REFUSE
DISPOSAL
The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles invites bids td
provide the Authority Trash Pick-up
and Refuse Disposal. Copies of thee
IFB may be obtained beginning March|
16,2009 online at www.HACLA.org/
ncg or by calling (213) 252-1836. 4
pre-bid conference will be held orn
March 25, 2009, 9:30 a.m. local timg
in the Board Room at 2600 Wilshireg
Blvd, 5" floor, Los Angeles, CA 90057
Bids will be accepted at the same locg-
tion in the Authority’s Purchasing
Department, 3¢ floor, until 1:30 p.m.

(local time), on April 17, 2009.
3/26, 4/2/09
CNS-1546823#

MASSIS WEEKLY

INVITATION FORBIDS (IFB)
No. 7783
WELDING SERVICES
AT VARIOUS HOUSING
DEVELOPMENTS

The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles (HACLA) invites
vendors to submit bids for Welding
Services at Various Housing Develog
ments. Copies of the IFB may be oly
tained, atno charge, atthe Authority’s|
General Services Department, 260D
Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 3100, Log
Angeles, CA 90057 or by calling 213
252-1832. Copies of the IFB may al4o
be downloaded from the internet a
www.HACLA.org/constgs Bids will be]
accepted at the same location untfl

2:00 p.m. (localtime), April 24, 2009
412, 419/09
CNS-1553208#

MASSIS WEEKLY
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