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Turkish-Armenian "Roadmap" Deal Condemned Armenia Marks Genocide Anniversary
Agreement on the Eve of Armenian Genocide Day
Unnatural and Offensive

Armenia and Turkey said on last anonymity.
week that they have agreed on a According to the “Sabah” daily,
“roadmap” for normalizing bilateral Armenia will formally recognize its
relations after an almost year of inten- existing border with Turkey and agree

land. It remained unclear, however, of historians tasked with studying the [§
whether they will establish diplomatic mass killings of Armenians in the Otto-
relations and open their border any-man Empire. It said historians from
time soon. The agreement was madeother countries could also join the
public just one day before the annualcommission. Turkey will in return |
commemoration of the Armenian Geno- gradually establish full diplomatic rela-
cide. tions with Armenia and reopen the
“The two parties have achieved Turkish-Armenian frontier closed it
tangible progress and mutual under-1993, reported “Sabah.”
standing in this process and they have Another paper, “Hurriyet,”
agreed on a comprehensive frame-claimed that the lifting of the Turkish
work for the normalization of their blockade will be contingenton a break- YEREVAN -- Hundreds of thou- basalt columns.
bilateral relations in a mutually satis- through in the Nagorno-Karabakh sands of people silently marched to a The day marked the 94th anniver-
factory manner,” the Armenian and peace process. “It would be up to hilltop memorialin Yerevan on Friday sary of the arrest and subsequent execu-
Turkish foreign ministries said in a Turkey to decide whether to open thein an annual remembrance of moretion by the regime of the Young Turks of
joint statement. “In this context, a gate,” it wrote on Friday. than one million of fellow Armenians hundreds of Armenian intellectuals in
road-map has been identified.” The United States swiftly wel- Killed in Ottoman Turkey in what is Istanbul. That was followed by the mass
“This agreed basis provides a comed the agreement announced bywidely considered the first genocide killings and deportations of the virtually
positive prospect for the on-going pro- the two troubled neighbors. “It has of the 20th century. entire ethnic Armenian population of the
cess,” the statement said. It did notlong been and remains the position of As always, a steady stream of crumbling Ottoman Empire.
specify whether that process can bethe United States that normalization mourners flowed to the genocide me- The somber commemoration be-
completed before a resolution of the should take place without precondi- morial onthe Tsitsernakabert hill over- gan in the morning with a traditional
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. tions and within a reasonable looking the city center throughout the prayer service at Tsitsernakabert led
The Associated Press quoted atimeframe,” U.S. State Department day, laying flowers by its eternal fire by Catholicos Karekin Il, head of the
senior Turkish government official as spokesman Robert Wood said in asurrounded by twelve inward-bending Armenian Apostolic Church.
saying that the agreement does notstatement. . . .
mean Turkey is ready to open the “We urge Armenia and Turkey to Commemoratlng 94thAnn|versary ofthe Armenian
Turkish-Armenian border, closed in proceed according to the agreed frame- : ;
1993, “It is out of question,” the offi Genocide Tens of Thousands March in Protest
cial said, speaking on condition of Continued on page 3

President Obama Falters on Armenian
Genocide Pledge

WASHINGTON, D.C.--On Aprll years ago.
24th, the Armenian Council of America Recently, the Turkish govern-

(ACA) and the Armenian American ment has used the political tactic that
community received, with great disap- normalization of Turkish-Armenian
pointment, United States Presidentre|ations would be disrupted if Presi-

ment on the Armenian Genocide. To reaffirmed the American record on the
date, President Obama has been sucarmenian Genocide. It is crucial that
cessfully delivering on his commit- the President and his advisors realizd
ments of change. The Armenian Geno-that Turkish-Armenian relations can

cide issue became the exception to thahever be normalized without Turkey's Photo by Jennifer Koochof www.abfabphotostudio.com
commitment of change. willingness to acknowledge its own _ _
While he was a Senator and presi-hjstory. “It is of great regret that Presi- On Friday April 24, 2009, the So- nizerand member of the Armenian Coun-

dential candidate, Barack Obamadent Obama who sought to be thecial Democrat Hunchak Party Westerncil of America. In his remarks, Mr.
pledged to recognize the Armenian American leader to speak truthfully on USA region, along with the Armenian Hovagimian stressed the importance of
Genocide. Unfortunately, today, Presi- the Armenian Genocide faltered on his Council of America, joined tens of thou- remembrance and resilience in gaining
dent Obama failed on his commitment promise because of threats imposedsands of Armenians in protest marchingproper recognition for the martyred souls
to property utilize the word “geno- py the Turkish government towards along the streets of Hollywood, CA, in and the horrific tragedy that befell the
cide” and instead characterized thengrmalizing relations with Armenia, the “Little Armenia” district demanding Armenian nation 94 years ago.
historical reality as “one of the greatest and continued geopolitical support of recognition of the Armenian Genocide Rev. Fr. Dajad Yardemian and Rev.
atrocities of the 20century” and “the y.s. endeavors,” stated Vasken and educating people around the worldFr. Vicken Vassilian administered a prayer
terrible events of 1915.” Although the Knhodanian, Chairman of the Armenian about the issue while observing the 94thfor victims’ souls of the Armenian Geno-
President has gone further than previ-council of America. anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. cide. Representing the UYA currentUYA
ous U.S. Presidents in recent history While the historical truth and The annual event, successfully Chairman Aroutin Hartounian, past Chair-
and continuously states his “personaltragic events of the Armenian Geno- organized by the Unified Young Arme- man Hovig Zirakian expressed the Ar-
views have not changed,” he swayedcide is not and can never be a matter ofians (UYA) for the past 8 years, was menian youths’ unrelenting passion to
on his pledge towards historical truth debate, the unwillingness and failure attended by elected officials, scholars,the Armenian Cause in their speeches.
with the absence of the word “geno- of justly identifying the annihilation of historians and Armenian American ac- Mr. Harut Sassounian, publisher
cide” which unequivocally and clearly 1.5 million Armenians in the Ottoman tivists. of The California Courier newspaper,
characterizes the actions by the Turk-Empire as genocide, in principle, de- Opening remarks were given by President of the United Armenian Fund
ish Ottoman Empire against their own Mr. Stepan Hovagimian; a well-known

ethnic Armenian citizens ninety four Continuedonpage4 Armenian American community orga- Continued on page 3
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Armenian Genocide Anniversary Dikran Nalbantian's Speech During Times Square
Commemorated in New York's Times Square Commemoration

i Today, we join fel
NEW YORK, NY - Thousands the desire and need for Turkey 010w Armenians and

gathered in Times Square on April 26 recognize the Genocide. “We will con-
to commemorate the 94th anniversarytinue to light the torch of truth until
of the Armenian Genocide. The com- Turkey recognizes the Genocide,” he
memoration was organized by the Mid- said.

Atlantic Chapters of Knights & Daugh- Congressman Frank Pallone. (D- ormenian nation was a
ters of Vartan and co-sponsored by theNJ), co-chairman of the Armenian 4t eliminated in the
Armenian General Benevolent Union, Caucus, expressed the importance fol.ime of Genocide. Ak
Armenian Assembly of America, Ar- being involved in Genocide recogni- \ve stand in prayer arld
menian National Committee of America, tion and to do everything to bring the (o membrance. we ré
Armenian Democratic Liberal Party, republics of Armenia and Nagorno ’ ; ﬂ,Pml 24

main committed i

and Social Democrat Hunchakian Party.Karabagh closer to the United States.geeking recognition. [t Al oedmsimir

For 24 years the event has pre-Although the resolution passed in 1975 Recently and sp ARMENIAN

sented prominent speakers includingand 1984, Congressman Pallone ap°|°'cifica||y after the assas
several political officials, scholars, gized “that we have not passed thegination of Hrant Dinkk | G E NOCI DE

people of consciend
throughout all corner|
of the world to once
again remember how t

various leaders from Armenian organi- Genocide resolution so far this season, o have witnessed 4
zations and advocates of the ArmenianWe will get there!” awaking from Turkis
Cause. The speakers this year featured Congressman Anthony Weiner .iyi society in discuss
Senator Charles “Chuck” Schumer (D- (D-NY) stressed the importance of us- ing the Armenian Gend J
New York), Congressman Frank ingthe word “genocide” inreferenceto .iqje  We welcom¢ : - N
Pallone '(D—NEW Jersey), Congress-the Armenian Genocide. “There is no these steps and for thaCA Northeastern Region chairman Dikran Nalbantian
man Weiner (D-New York) and many other word for what happened. It wWas ¢41e of both of our na-
others. Genocide,plainandsimple...Wehonortionsl hope that soon Turkey will tory.

The commemoration commenced the tradition of this country. We prom-
with an invocation by His Eminence ise we won't forget history. We will

TURKISH GOVERNMENT

acknowledge the full reality of what Official Washington policy

) o . happened to us Armenians in ourneeds to be courageous and change
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan who remember the Genocide,” said Weiner. hisiorical homeland. However, the to reflect both the U.S. political and

expr(_essed that he was saddened 'by Dikran.NaIbantiar!, Chairmar! of Turkish government needs to stop historical record on the Armenian
President Obama’s failure to honor histhe Armenian Council of America hindering this progress and suffo- Genocide. There are thousands of
promise to recognize the Armenian (ACA), Northeastern Region, conveyed cating the truth. pages in the United States archives
Genocide and the necessity of ac-to the audience ACA’s stance on Armenians will continue to pur- of eyewitness accounts by Ameri-

knowledging the Genocide. “To forget Obama’s failure to properly reaffirm sue full justice for the Armenian can officials and missionaries in the
this atrocious act would be another the American record of the Armenian Genocide in a collaborated global region proving that the action of

crime against humanity and a crime Genocide, the recent rapprochementy¢tort. Here in the United States we genocide was committed
against the victims,” stated the Arch- efforts of the governments of Armenia 4.4 fortunate that most of our friends Mr. President. we k'now you

bishop. and Turkey and the continued efforts j, congress stay true to their word are an ethical man and you have been
Senator Chuck Schumer statedof denial by Turkey. and support the Armenian American keeping your word and fulfilling
R community and acknowledge the many of your promises. Yet the
Organized by SDHP "Nazarbek" Youth Association reality of the Armenian Genocide. Armenian Council of America and
; ; During his recent visit to Tur- the Armenian American community
German Scholar Wolfgang Gust Lectures in Paris key President Obama, spoke directlyare saddened that the Armenian
and candidly to the Turkish govern- Genocide issue became the excep-
ment about coming to terms and tion.
rectifying its history on the Arme- While the historical truth and
nian Genocide. The President con-tragic events of the Armenian Geno-
tinuously states that his views are oncide is not and can never be a matter
the record and have not changed. of debate, the unwillingness and fail-
Buton Friday, the President failed to ure of justly identifying the annihila-
honor his commitment to properly tion of 1.5 million Armenians in the
utilize the word “genocide.” Ottoman Empire as genocide, in prin-
Every year, we hear the time is ciple, denies the moral victory for
not right to pass the Armenian Geno- victims of genocides and advocates
cide Resolution or use the word Geno-for humanity throughout the world.
cide. We, as loyal Americans, respect By not addressing the historical
our national security interests. How- truth as Genocide, Mr. President
ever, the Turkish government’s tac- you failed to help those within Tur-
tics of blackmailing American officials key, those such as the late Hrant
that relations will irreparably be dam- Dink, who wished to aid Turkey in
aged are ludicrous. The American confronting its historical past in or-
government shouldn’t naively believe der to foster a better future.
“Nazarbek” Youth Association members with Wolfgang Gust that Turkey would actually risk its For 94 years we have believed

) relations with the United States. This in every empty promise made by

PA_RIS, FRANCE - On April 19,, from World War I, and the attempts_by is a bluff used by the Turkish gov- presidential candidates who sought

the Social Democrat Hunchak Party’s the German government at the time gy ment 1o hide their bloody past. our political support and we have

“Nazarbek” Youth Association orga- and subsequently since then to hide Recently, the Turkish govern- continued to hold onto that hope

nized a lecture drawing an audience oftheir relevance to the Armenian Geno- , ont has used the political tactic even when they have failed to honor

_20(F))at_theAGBU Alex ManoogianHall cide. Mr. Gust's rfesearch I_ed to the that normalization of Turkish-Arme- those pledges. In the future, will we

in Paris. ' development of h|s expertise in the hian relations would be disrupted if be joined by an administration in
The event, organized on the oc- area of the Armenian Genocide, Turco-

ion t te the Armenian lat dth - " President Obama fulfilled his pledged properly recognizing the events as
casion fo commemorate the )anGerman relations and the two nation's g reaffirmed the American record Genocide? Will we be joined by Turk-
Genocide featured German scholar,secret collaboration in executing the

on the Armenian Genocide. Turkey j ivili inialg i P
journalist, and author Mr. Wolfgang Armenian Genocide. y ish civilians and officials in solidar

. should realize that no Armenian will ity and remembrance?

G.ust.. Mr. Gust, a.re_nowr'led German . Mr. Gust, also revealec_zl the his- ever barter the Armenian Genocide Today | stand before you and |
historian who specialized in Genocide torical aspects of the Armenian Geno-issye for other geopolitical matters. urge you to fight for justice. | urge
research, and more specifically Ger-cide and the lack of rights for the It is also crucial that President you to stand up for human rights.
man involvement in the World War | Armenian populace of the Ottoman opama and his advisors realize thatwithout proper recognition the souls
era Genocide of Armenians _by Empwg. Rather, up uqtllthe Armenian 1 kish-Armenian relations can never of the murdered genocide victims
Germany's ally the Ottoman Turkish Genocide, the Armenian populace wasyq normalized withouTurkey’s will-  will remain in unrest. The time to act
Empire, lectured on the topic to a subjected to various forms of dis- '

: ; : LT X ingness to acknowledge its own his-is now!!!
captivated audience extensively. crimination and pogroms by their fel-

Particularly, Mr. Gust, at length, low countrymen and their (at the time) .
addressed the references of the Arme- WWW m aSS|Swee kly CO m
nian Genocide in the German Archives Continued on page 4
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Commemorating 94th Anniversary ofthe Armenian 5.4 in 1045, Lochner handed over 2

Genocide Tens of Thousands March in Protest transcript of the German document he
had received to the prosecution at th

Continued from page 1 President Obama’s numerous campaignNuremberg trials, where it was labeled
pledges to reaffirm the U.S. record on -3, Hence it is known as the L-3 docu- |

and human rights advocate, recipro-the Armenian genocide. ment. I

cated to the participants their feeling of During his presidential campaign, These are Hitler's own words,

betrayal by President Obama, who, onObama pledged to recognize the massaUnsere Starke ist unsere Schnelligkeit
that day broke his campaign promise ofcres and mass killings as genocide. Heund unsere Brutalitat. Dschingis Khan
properly recognizing the Armenian Geno- spoke in January 2008 of his “firmly held hat Millionen Frauen und Kinder in den
cide. Los Angeles City Council presi- convictionthatthe Armeniangenocideis Tod gejagt, bewuRt und fréhlichen
dent, Mr. Eric Garcetti, spoke at the notan allegation, a personal opinion or aHerzens. Die Geschichte siehtinihm nur
protest urging the president to use thepoint of view, but rather a widely docu- den groRen Staatengriinder. Ich habe
word genocide. mented fact supported by anoverwhelm-den Befehl gegeben unbarmherzig und

Mr. Harut DerTavitian, chairman ing body of historical evidence.” mitleidslos Mann, Weib und Kind
of the Nor Serount “New Generation” President Obama recently statedpolnischer Abstammung und Sprache in
Cultural Association, hostof Nor Serount that his views on the Armenian genocide den Tod zu schicken. Nur so gewinnen
TV, and Armenian American commu- have not changed. National Security wir den Lebensraum, den wir brauchen.
nity activist, spoke for the Social Demo- Council spokesman Mike Hammer also wer redet heute noch von der Vernichtungtheir communities, as well as for their
crat Hunchak Party. Mr. DerTavitian, recently said that “Our focus is on how, der Armenier?” invaluable contributions to the commu-
the son of a Genocide survivor, sharedmoving forward, the U.S. can help Ar- “Our strength consists in our speed nities at large.

his father’s legacy with the audience, menia and Turkey work together to and in our brutality. Genghis Khan led Yet, every commemoration is a

specially members of the young genera-come to terms with the past.” “It is millions of womenand childrento slaugh- milestone, one more yearin the millennia-
tion. He stated that his father, orphanedimportant that countries have an openter—with premeditation and a happy long history of our nation. More and more

at age 5 and deprived of parental guid-and honest dialogue about the past. Ateart. History sees in him solely as thecountries, regions, and cities recognize
ance and formal education, could havethe same time, we want to work closely founder of a state. | have issued thethe Armenian genocide. Thisis animpor-
strayed and led a meaningless life, had itvith both Turkey and Armenia on the command—without compassion —kill, tant development since a greater
notbeen for his beliefthat nation building key issues that confront the region.”  men, women, and children of Polish acknowledgement of the genocide by the
starts with each individual. Rather than Do you think we Armenians would - derivation and language. Only thus shallcommunity of nations will serve the pur-

consuming his life with hatred towards not like to “move forward” or “work we gain the living space which we need. pose of preventing genocide in the future,
the killers of his parents, he soughttogether” with our neighbors? How can who, after all, speaks today of the anni-and will ultimately promote the under-

healing by making himself a better per- we “come to terms with the past” with- hilation of the Armenians?” standing of the issue in Turkey proper.

son than his enemy. He believed that ourout confronting the key issues? And Each commemoration of the Ar- The seriousness of the situation

lack of numters could best be overcome what is the main issue with Turks if not menian genocide gives cause to muchmust not be underestimated any longer.
by a strong sense of community andtheiracknowledgement ofthe genocide?contemplation and soul-searching. Roundit must go beyond an annual event of
nationhood. He believed that each one of ~ These all are empty words with no - or jubilee - anniversaries are no differ- political theater. Itis unacceptable to be
us has to take responsibility for his/her honest intention of solving the actual ent than others because of the enormityhumored and placated yet again. Each
actions and visualize the consequenceproblem. We were told to dig the ar- of the event and because the genocide off us must be persistent to the extent
and the end result of such action. Hechives and historically prove thatageno-1915 has left permanent scars in thepossible and become engaged in the
believed that leadership by example wascide happened. My response is “Openmind of our nation. Hundreds of thou- political process. This scourge upon
the best way of educating, as well asYOUR archives! Open YOUR daily sands of Armenians found refuge in humanity must be healed once and for

empowering the coming generations, innewspapers! Open your eyes and opeforeign lands creating strong, prosper-all, for us Armenians, the Turkish people,
their quest for a better life and a just your hearts and | am sure you will find ous and vibrant communities. In the and the world at large.

solutiontotheir personal and national aspi-all answers that you seek.” There areynited States, there are more than one Thank you very much,

Stepan Hovagimian

rations. (The Armenian version of Mr. hundreds ofthousand articles and archivemillion Armenian-Americans, widely God Bless you and God Bless the
DerTavitian's speech is found in this is- materials. You just need to look in the admired for the vitality and strength of United states of America
sue). right places. | can stand here the whole

o . day and read you pages of material.  Tyrkish-Armenian"Roadmap" Deal Condemned
The following is the opening speech Following is but a small taste relating the

delivered by Mr. Stepan Hovagimian: genesis of this horror.

Your Eminences, Honorable Dig- On April 24 1915, Talat Pasha the Continued from page 1 Armenia’s two main opposition
nitaries, Ladies and Gentlemen, and Myminister of the interior of the Itihad’s forces demanded also the immediate
Dear Armenian People, | am delighted to Young Turks, issued an order “Tehcir work and roadmap,” Wood said. “We disclosure of the “roadmap”.
speak at this year’'s march here in Little Law” to close all Armenian political look forward to working with both “The Armenian authorities do not

Armenia, dedicated to remembering the organizations operating within the Otto- governments in support of normaliza- have the public mandate to make such
94th anniversary of the Armenian geno- man Empire and arrest Armenians con-tion, and thus promote peace, securitystatements and have in effect put Ar-
cide and preventing future atrocities of nected to them, justifying the action by and stability in the whole region.” menian national interests at risk by
this nature. Also, | want to thank the stating that the organizations were con- Armenia’s main opposition forces abusing the principle of confidentiality
Unified Young Armenians for organizing trolled from outside the empire and were gave a highly negative assessment ofof the talks,]” the opposition
this event for last nine years. They cooperating with Russian forces. This the deal strongly condemning it. Zharangutyun (Heritage) said in a state-
worked diligently to unite us, and our order resulted in the arrest on the night of Vladimir Karapetian, the foreign ment. It condemned the fact that the
community now proudly marches under 24/25 April 1915 of 235 to 270 Armenian policy spokesman for the main opposi- agreement was announced on the eve
one flag. It's an honor to be here on thiscommunity leaders in Constantinople, tion Armenian National Congress of the annual commemoration of the
occasion. including politicians, clergymen, physi- (HAK) called the Turkish-Armenian Armenian genocide.

Today we are commemorating the cians, authors, journalists, lawyers, andagreement “very dangerous” and “de- A similar statement was issued by
94th anniversary of the events thatteachers. These mass-arrests irfeatist.” “I think the statements bears the Armenian National Congress (HAK).
marked the beginning of deportation andConstantinople are considered to be theout Turkish claims that the border will “We demand that the authorities imme-
mass killings of the Armenian population start of the Armenian Genocide. This not be anytime soon and confirms thediately disclose that document,” Levon
of the Ottoman Empire. The year 1915law also ordered the mass-deportationfailure of Armenia’s foreign policy,” Zurabian, atop HAKrepresentative, told
was the culmination of the Ottoman of Armenians, which some academicshe told RFE/RL. RFE/RL on Friday.
genocidal policy of ethnic cleansings define as the vehicle of the Armenian “In essence, Armenia’s authori- “l am concerned that this state-
and massacres of Armenians. Sadly, thegenocide. He is reported to have said tdties are assisting in Turkey’s efforts to ment could stop more countries rec-
Armenian genocide was not a unique Ambassador Henry Morgenthau, Sr. stop the recognition of the Armenian 0gnizing the genocide,” said Stepan
instance of mass killings in human his- according to Ambassador Morgenthau’s genocide by third countries,” charged Demirchian, another HAK leader. “We
tory, including the 20th and 21st centu- autobiography, “I have accomplished Karapetian. “No country has recog- support the normalization of Turkish-
ries. The Jewish holocaust was fol- more toward solving the Armenian prob- nized the Armenian genocide during Armenian relations but not at the ex-
lowed by genocides in Cambodia, lem in three months than Sultan Abdul Serzh Sarkisian’s rule and that is thepense of our national dignity.”
Rwanda, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and thereHamid accomplished in thirty years!”  result of his inept policy.” The HAK and its top leader,
is currently a so-called ethnic cleansing And yet today Turks are denying The Turkish-Armenian statement former President Levon Ter-Petrosian,
occurring in Darfur Sudan. all this by saying that there is lack of was also a “cause for deep concernare strongly opposed to the idea of

The United States is in the best evidence. for Armen Martirosian, the parliamen- Turkish and Armenian scholars jointly
position to help end the cycle of geno- An American journalist, Louis P. tary leader of the opposition determining whether the 1915-1918
cide and recommit the world to the noble Lochner, while stationed in Berlin re- Zharangutyun (Heritage) party. “It is mass killings constituted a genocide.
and necessary cause of a future withouteived a copy of a speech given by Hitlertoo vague and doesn’t specify the “If there is such a thing in that docu-
genocide. This year’'s march convergesin Obersalzberg on August 22, 1939, apoints over which the negotiations are ment, it is unacceptable to us,” said
with world- wide expectations from week before the German invasion of being held,” said Martirosian. Zurabian.
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Haik Oganyan 1989 - 2009 A Mothers Final Blessing To Her Son

Haik, my one and only son. You of my life. | truly rejoiced every mo-
were always my cherished and trea-ment spent with you. Regretfully,
sured child, my purpose, my joy, and your physical existence was a tempo-
the mostimportantly: the driving force rary gift from God for a short 20 years
within my life. when | would be able to feel you, see

If I've ever complained about you, hold you, and live with you;
you, it's because I've missed you and however, the beauty and essence of
I've felt the constant need of your your spirit will live forever in my heart.
presence beside me; If I've criticized | know that you exist; you are
you, it's because of my boundlessly everywhere, but as a different sub-
unconditional love towards you and stance, in a different form. Now |
the desire to see you ideally accom-know why you were in such a rush to
plished; If my heart was racing, it was be everywhere, why your soul was
because of my fear for the safety of restless, and why you could not sleep
your life. Please forgive me, Hayk, for at night. Time was limited and you had
being both a mother and father to youa lot to accomplish. You had to see as
and often times confusing the roles. much as possible, you had to under-
a son of his own, he paid special care | felt the most unimaginable and stand life, people, and the supreme
and attention towards little Haik. - terrifying experience when you were truth within this life; simply because
Grandma Elizabeth cherished, fed, and brutally murdered and victimized to an that is the purpose of our existence.
cared about little Haik as well; no one gaining their trust . He was very kind- innocent bloodshed on the eve of holy Before the holy sunrise of Easter
spent as much time with Haik as his hearted, pure, and sincere which wasEaster Sunday. My heart crumbles atSunday, you overcame your most pow-
grandma Elizabeth, therefore she caredsurely the reason why his friends loved the very thought of your pain. My erful obstacle, and crossed the rigid

Haik Oganyan was born on April
16" 1989, in the city of Yerevan, Ar-
menia.

On December 19 1991, Haik’s
family emmigrated to the United States
for permanent residency. Hayk was
an energetic and curious child. He
loved to play, swim, ride his bicycle,
and ask an endless number of ques
tions. The innocent glare in his eyes,
the golden curls in his hair, and his
irresistible smile were undoubtedly
heartwarming. Clearly, his vivid smile
would brighten and fill the lives of his
family members as well as the lives of
his friends and those who knew him.

Since grandpa Valod didn’t have

for him more as a mother rather than ahim so. tears are drained, | feel powerless andine from life to death. By doing so,
grandmother. When Haik grew older Haik graduated high school in incapable... your experiences multiplied; now you
he frequently mentioned that he had2007 and attended Pasadena, Glen- Haik, do you remember when are wiser than your mother. Now you

three moms: his grandma, Aunt Ma- dale, and Los Angeles City Colleges. we used to speak of the mystery of life are wiser than all of us, may God be
rine, and his mother. Although Haik’s He had many interests in life but had and death? Each others essence andith you.
grandparents from his father’s side notdeveloped a clear understanding ofpurpose in life? Weontemplated the I know that you are in peace,
lived far away, Haik was sure that they what appealed to him most. He workedreasons behind our birth and departurelooking at us from above, enlightened
loved him dearly as well. numerous jobs searching for some-from this universe. Remember how by your heavenly smile. Farewell my
Haik’s childhood memories thing that could one day become ablessed we felt to have been chosen byson; may your body rest in peace, and
were mainly centered in Hollywood on career. At times he wanted to be aGod to have each other as mother and/our soul become immortal. After |
Winona blvd, where he grew up play- Psychologist, and other times heson. Even if | had known that your life accomplish the days of my life, lamin
ing with his friends and attending Los wanted to be a dentist, later he wantedwas compelled to be solely 20 years ofhopes that God almighty will consider
Feliz Elementary School. During his to be aphotographer, and even awriterlength, | could not have resisted the me worthy of reuniting with you for
middle school years, he attended Rosd_ately, he spoke of becoming a per- supreme joy of having you as my son. eternity; | know that you will greet
and Alex Pilibos Armenian School sonal trainer, a doctor, or a gourmet The 20 years of precious memories, love ,your mothers longing heart with much
where he became acquainted with achef. and happiness you've given me is worth anticipation at the pearl white gates of
new environment filled with new and Haik had many dreams in life, a every moment despite the grief and sor-life and death.
interesting people. He was always sur-surprisingly generous heart, a deep,fow that has risen from your departure. Goodbye my everything, my life,
rounded by a large group of friends; it boundless inner world, and short; very Your smile was the sunshine my pride, goodbye my Haik.
was truly obvious that he enjoyed short, earthly life. Unfortunately,
spending time with them, as well as Haik’s biography concluded in an un- :
making a clear effort on getting to timely manner and he left this life at a President Obama Falters
know others. _ veryyoung age: but within his short 20 ~gntinued from page 1
Neyv experiences always at- years of life he’s passed us on a very forts by the Turkish and Armenian
tracted Haik which became the reasonimportant message; the message merelyjes the moral victory for victims of I : :

. . - . . ' people to work through this painful
why he attended Mgrshall ngh Schqol lies Wltljlln.the life he I!ved. pe k_md, be genocides and advocates for humanityhistory in a way that is honest, open,
as opposed to continuing his educationappreciative of your life, enjoy it, love throughout the world. Without proper and constructive. To that end. there
at Rose and Alex Pilibos. By movingto God, refrain from malice, and live recognition, other genocides will con- nas peen coura' S

. L : e ' geous and important
a new school Haik broadened his di- each day of life as if it's your last.  tinue to lurk across the globe. dialogue among Armenians and Turks,

verse circle of friends. He was not Far.ewelll Haik, may your heav- President Barack Obama'’s State- and within Turkey itself. | also strongly
constrained by boundaries, he had noenly smile shine from above and pro- ment can be read below:. support the efforts by Turkey and

trouble befriending others and instantly tect us. Armenia to normalize their bilateral

move forward. | strongly support ef-

Statement of President relations. Under Swiss auspices, the
; ; Barack Obama on Armenian two governments have agreed on a
German Scholar WOIfgang Gust Lectures in Paris Remembrance Day framework and roadmap for normal-
. Ninety four years ago, one of the ization. | commend this progress, and
Continuedfrompage 3 enforced. . great atrocities of the 20th century urge them to fulfill its promise.
Mr. Gust emphasized that pegan. Each year, we pause toremem-  Together, Armenia and Turkey

Ottoman state. These unjustly pogromsLepsius’s accounts were just one ofper the 1.5 million Armenians who can forge a relationship that is peace-
were subsequently recorded by west-many being delivered to the Germanwere subsequently massacred orful, productive and prosperous. And
ern diplomats and missionaries which Foreign ministry, German diplomats marched to their death in the final daystogether, the Armenian and Turkish
paved the way towards the Armenianand military personnel throughout the of the Ottoman Empire. The Meds people will be stronger as they ac-
Genocide. Particularly, German re- Ottoman Empire’s Armenian prov- Yeghern mustlive onin our memories, knowledge their common history and
sponsibility was comprehensively cov- inces. He stated that German responsijust as it lives on in the hearts of the recognize their common humanity.
ered by one such missionary, Johannedility of the Armenian Genocide can be Armenian people. Nothing can bring back those
Lepsius. Lepsius; who at the time wasclearly seen within these documents. History, unresolved, can be a who were lost in the Meds Yeghern.
a German Protestant missionary, at-In his closing comments, Mr. Gust heavyweight. Just as the terrible eventsBut the contributions that Armenians
tempted to preventthe Armenian Geno-stressed that his research does nobf 1915 remind us of the dark prospecthave made over the last ninety-four
cide in the Ottoman Empire by apply- lessen the responsibility of Genocide of man’s inhumanity to man, reckon- years stand as a testament to the talent
ing pressure to the German govern-by the Ottoman Turkish Empire, but ing with the past holds out the power- dynamism and resilience of the Arme-
ment with his “Report on the situation rather his research which sheds lightful promise of reconciliation. | have nian people, and as the ultimate rebuke
of the Armenian people in Turkey,” onto the level of involvement of the consistently stated my own view of to those who tried to destroy them.
which was subsequently censored onGerman government, highlights the what occurred in 1915, and my view The United States of America is a far
August 7, 1916 in Germany. Yet leveltowhichthe Armenian Genocide of that history has not changed. My richer country because of the many
20,000 copies were sent throughoutwas organized by the Ottoman Turk- interest remains the achievement of aAmericans of Armenian descent who
Germany before the censorship wasish Empire. full, frank and just acknowledgment of have contributed to our society, many

the facts. of whom immigrated to this country in
www.HayastanInfo.net

The best way to advance that the aftermath of 1915. Today, | stand

goal right now is for the Armenian and with them and with Armenians every-

Armenian_Eng”Sh_German Turkish people to address the facts ofwhere with a sense of friendship, soli-
the past as a part of their efforts to darity, and deep respect.
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for your child's

H SGHI]II.E

(WASC ACCREDITED HIGH SCHOWL)

New Student Enrollment
Grades: 9-12

* College Preparatory Academic Program

* Honors and Advance Placement (AF)
Level Instruction in All Subject Areas

* Small Class Sizes and Individual Attention

* Promoting Personal Growth and Academic Success
* Comprehensive Armenlian Currieulum

* College Counseling and Annual University Visitations

= Co-curricular and Extra Curricular Activities
Including Competitive Sports
» Safe and Secure Environments; Closed Campus
Make the Quality Choice...

Choose AGBL! High School - Pasadena
high school education.

For more information, campus tour
and meeting with the administration, call;

626 734.0363
2495 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADENA, CA 91104

[CORMER OF ALTADENA DRIVE AND MOLMTAIN STREET)
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YOUR DREAM WEDDING

Make your Wedding Celebration stress free
and enjoyable. Spectacular Grand Ballroom
accommiodates up to 1,000 guests.

Cuisine of Your Choice.

Express your culinary preference through Menus by
Marriolt, crafted for you, or bring your own caterer,

SUITE Gifts on Your Wedding Day!
3 sweet ways to celebrate:

CELEBRATE with a Luxury Suite for 2 nights, and
Premium Champagne in your room

CELEBRATE with Suites for your parents.

CELEBRATE with a Double Marriott Reward paints.

Special packages and more sweet ways of making
your wedding a memory of JOY are available
Ask us about our 5 Value-Added Offers

Call ¥vette Minassian At (213) 617-6030,
or via email at Yvette.Minassian®@ihroo.com
You can also go online to our website at

www . LADREAMWedding.com

MARRIOTT FOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES

305 South Figeeoa Streat _Hlﬂl'l'lmt
Los Angelas, L0 FCHT] LiFS AMGCELES
Frame F132&H17.133 e W TN
waw, LADREAMWedding.coom

C JO00 el inrerad b In

Centrally located. Surrounded by ower 20 communities at 2
dimtance of less than 20 minutes
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INVITATION FOR BID (IFB# 7785)
DENTALINSURANCE SERVICE
PROVIDER

The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles invites bids from
qualified insurance carriers, brokers
and agents to provide Dental Insur
ance Coveragetoits employees. Copy
ofthe IFB may be obtained beginning
April 14, 2009 viawww.HACLA.org/
ps or by calling (213) 252-5405 o
252-1832. Bids will be accepted unt]l

1:30P.M., by May 29, 2009.
4123, 4/30/09
CNS-1567554#
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