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*AGBU:

6H SCHOOL

(WASC ACCREDMTED HIGH SUHOOL)

New Student Enrollment
Grades: 9-12

* College Preparatory Academic Program

* Honors and Advance Placement (AF)
Level Instruction in All Subject Areas

« Small Class Sizes and Individual Attention
* Promoting Personal Growth and Academic Success
« Comprehensive Armenlan Currieulum
* College Counseling and Annual University Visitations
+ Co-curricular and Extra Curricular Activities

Including Competitive Sports
+ Safe and Secure Environments; Closed Campus

Make the Quality Choice...
Choose AGBU High School - Pasadena
for your child's high school education.

For more information, campus tour
and meeting with the adminisoration, calk

626 734-0363
2495 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADENA, CA 91104

[CORMER OF ALTADENA DRVE AND MOURNTAIN STREET)
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President Levon Ter-Petrosian:
Serzh Sarkisian Sold Out the Genocide, His
Sellout of Karabakh

Thousands of Opposition Supporters Rally in Yerevan on May 1st

YEREVAN -- The Armenian op- Armenian to win thgmess
position on Friday rallied thousands of Nobel prize.” L
its supporters for the second time this Ter-Petrosia
year to address concerns ranging fromjoined Armenian skep
the social-economic situation in the ticsin contending .,}
country tothe current Armenian-Turk- despite a U.S. ESSEEE
ish relations and the upcoming may- brokered agreemef
oral elections in the capital. announced Ankara a

In a damning indictment of Yerevan on April 22
Armenia’s rapprochement with Tur- Turkey will not estab
key, opposition leader Levon Ter- lish diplomatic relafi
Petrosian accused President Serzhions and open its bogad
Sarkisian on Friday of scuttling U.S. der with Armenia be
recognition of the Armenian genocide fore aresolution of thg
and gaining nothing in return. Nagorno-Karabaki

Addressing popular movement conflict.

Freedom House:

Armenia Press Not Free

WASHINGTON, DC -- Armenia
again has been judged as lacking press
freedom in an annual review by a pres-
tigious U.S.-based international rights
advocacy organization.

The Washington-based NGO Free-
dom House (www.freedomhouse.org)
late last week released its annual Press
Freedom Index timed to the World Press
Freedom Day (marked every year on
May 3) in which it found “a decline in
press freedom in every region” and “an
increasingly grim working environment
in 2008.”

The watchdog concluded that the
region of Central and Eastern Europe/
former Soviet Union to which Armenia
is related “suffered the biggest drop in
press freedom of any region...”

In the list of 195 nations and terri-

Next Step Will Be

supporters, Ter-Petrosian charged that “Contrary to op
Sarkisian’s apparent acceptance of aimistic predictions
joint Turkish-Armenian academic and contrary to all ex-

Thousands of opposition supporters march through Yerevan

tories topped by North European de-
mocracies, Armenia shares the 151st
key misled Yerevan and Washington position with Singapore (or a decline by

study of the 1915 mass killings of pectations, relations between Armeniainto thinking that it is about to lift the six positions compared to the 2008 rank-

Armenians in the Ottoman Empire and Turkey will not be normalized and
amounted to “genocide denial.” the Turkish-Armenian border will not

16-year blockade of Armenia in order ing). Armenia’s neighbors include Cote
to stop U.S. President Barack Obamad’lvoire, Iraq, Moldova (from above),

“We are left to conclude, without be opened until substantial progress istrom describing the 1915 massacresGabon and the United Arab Emirates

the slightest exaggeration, that for themade in the resolution of the Karabakh as genocide.

sake of prolonging his rule Serzh conflict,” he said. “A question arises:
Sarkisian has literally sold out the geno- what was all this fuss about? Unfortu-
cide,” he said. “His next step will nately, the answer to the question will
undoubtedly be a sellout of Karabakh, be bitter for the Armenian side.”

after which he will become the first Ter-Petrosian claimed that Tur-

Glendale Armenian Community Leaders Meet With
Newly Appointed Mayor Frank Quintero

(from below).

“Turkey has fully achieved its Inits respective region, Armeniais

Continued on page 2 Continued on page 2

Armenian Genocide Advocacy Continues
115 Bipartisan Co-Sponsors Have Signed on HR 252

WASHINGTON, DC -- Despite cludes interviews of Morgenthau family
President Barack Obama’s April 24 members, photographs and film archives
statement where he reneged on his comef victims of the Armenian Genocide.
mitment to fully recognize the Armenian Grandsons Henry Morgenthau lll, a
Genocide, the Armenian Council of television producer, and District Attor-
America (ACA) andthe Armenian Ameri- ney Robert Morgenthau appear, along
can community continues its advocacy with great-granddaughter Dr. Pamela
on the Armenian Genocide. Steiner. Steiner is a senior fellow at the

The Armenian Genocide Resolu- Harvard Humanitarian Initiative and
tion (H.R. 252), introduced by Repre- project director of HHI's Inter-Commu-
sentative Adam Schiff (D-CA), has now nal Vilence and Reconciliation Project,
reached 115 bipartisan co-sponsors. Thevhere she focuses on improving the
legislation calls upon the President andrelationship between the Turkish and
the U.S. Government to properly recog- Armenian people.
nize the atrocities that occurred in the “Instead of trying to deny it, Tur-
Ottoman Empire that resulted in the key should find redemption through ac-
deaths of its Armenian population as cepting what happened and trying pos-
genocide. It states for the President tosible to make some kind of restitution,”
“ensure that the foreign policy of the Henry Morgenthau Ill remarked in the

GLENDALE -- OnMonday, May communicating on a bilingual basis with United States reflects appropriate under-documentary. Dr. Steiner presented
4th, 2009, Representatives of the Ar-the entire community of Glendale, and standing of the Armenian Genocide” and several points of reconciliation in her
menian American community in Glen- addressing the budgeting difficultiesina to accurately characterize the system-dialogue such astruth, acknowledgement,
dale headed by the Armenian Councilthe least harmful manor toward pro- atic and deliberate annihilation of restitution, memorialization, and chang-
of America (ACA), met to congratu- grams geared for the youth and elderly1,500,000 Armenians as genocide”.  ing history books. The Morgenthau
late and discuss issues of concernof the city. To promote legislative advocacy, legacy and commitment to the truth of
with the newly appointed mayor and Mayor Quintero has been a strong ACA is embarking on a campaign on the the Armenia Genocide continues.
longtime friend of the Armenian Ameri- supporter of the Armenian-American American record of the Armenian Geno- “The Armenian Council of America
can community, Mr. Frank Quintero. community and has worked closely with cide. ACA will be distributing “The andthe Armenian-American community

During their discussions with the Armenian organizations over the years.Morgenthau Story” digital videodisc applaud Congressmen Schiff and his
Mayor, members of the SDHP "Arsen “The Armenian-American community (DVD) to all members of the U.S. House fellow 115 Members of Congress for
Gidour" chapter, Nor Serount “New of Glendale , once again, looks forward of Representatives and the Senatetheir courage to stand by their commit-
Generation” Cultural Association, the to working with Mayor Quintero, espe- Ambassador Henry Morgenthau was thements to support the truth regarding the
Armenian Athletic Association ciallyinthese trying times to address theleading American official in the Ottoman Armenian Genocide”, said ACA govern-
“Homenmen,” and the Gaidz Youth Or- Armenian American concerns withinthe Empire from 1913 to 1916. In that role ment relations coordinator Chris
ganization stated the importance that theCity along with the greater concerns of he witnessed the rise of nationalism in Garsevanian. “We encourage Arme-
City of Glendale increase its efforts in the Glendale residence.” stated ChrisTurkey and the deportation and massa-hian-Americans to continue contacting
getting the Armenian-American com- Garsevanian, ACA governmentrelations cre of the Armenians. those representatives who have yet to
munity more involved with city dealings, coordinator. “The Morgenthau Story” film in-  join with their colleagues.”
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Another Armenian Journalist Beaten Up

YEREVAN --
Argishti Kivirian, the edi
tor of a private Armeniaf
news agency, was bad|
beaten by unknown a
sailants outside his Yerevan™
apartment early on Thur§=§
day in yet another assal
on local journalists. (UP
DATED) -

Kivirian, 36, wad{

;-? N

rushed to hospital a
placed under intensiye .
care shortly after the inc

dent that occurred as he

returned home early in the morning. by the time they found the blood-stained
According to his sister Armenika, the journalist lying on the ground. “There

attackers used wooden sticks to inflict are injuries all over his body and espe-
serious injuries on his head and body. cially his head,” she said.

They also had firearms,” she told Kivirian's beating was condemned
RFE/RL at Yerevan's ErebuniMedical Cen- by more than a dozen Armenian non-
ter. “We heard three gunshots. As soon agjovernmental organizations. In a joint
Argishti's wife and | heard noise we dashedstatement, they said it was made pos
out of the apartment and went downstairs.sible by the authorities’ failure to punish
Fortunately, he wasn't hit by bullets.” the perpeptrators of past attacks on

She said the assailants were gongournalists.

Serzh Sarkisian Sold Out the Genocide

Continued frompage 1

ticipate in the election campaign.
Ter-Petrosian also urged the au-
goal, Armenia has been left empty- thorities to ensure that the polls are
handed and the Diaspora again disapfree and fair. “The proper conduct of
pointed,” said Ter-Petrosian. “Thefirst the mayoral elections is Serzh
half of the game that began with the Sarkisian’s last chance to gain some
football diplomacy has ended 1:0 in authority with Armenian society and

Turkey's favor.” the international community,” he said.
Ter-Petrosia

and his Armenian Na
tional Congres
(HAK) are strongl
opposed to the ideg
championed by th
Turkish governmentsis
The HAK leader, whai s
served as Armenia’
first president fronjes
1991-1998, rejected i &
as “unacceptable arj

Turkish-Armenia
dialogue.

Popular movement supporters waving Armenian

Can we aCCus&,ational flags

Armenia: Yesterday, Today, and Maybe
No Tomorrow

By Lucine Kasbarian

Yesterday, Armenia was a battlefield and prize for competing empires.
Today, Armenia is a battlefield and prize for competing empires.

Yesterday, the Young Turk regime released criminals from prisdn to
terrorize Armenians. Today, Turkish and Armenian regimes contain crirﬂinals
who terrorize Armenians.

Yesterday, the Turkish government solved its “Armenian problem” yith
repression, violence and murder, including the execution of 250 intelleqtuals
in 1915. Today, the Turkish government solves its “Armenian problem” ith
repression, violence and murder, including the execution of Hrant Difgk in
2007.

Yesterday, in the Ottoman Empire, Armenian women threw themsglves
into rivers and over cliffs to avoid Turkish rape, forced marriages and slavery.
Today, in Turkey, migrant women from Armenia prostitute themselves, While
Armenian women Turkify themselves through intermarriage.

Yesterday, Armenians struggled on their own lands to retain their faith,
language and traditions. Today, Armenians live in foreign lands, and whilg free
to practice their faith, language and traditions, let them fade away.

Yesterday, international media reported truthfully about the Armehian
Genocide. Today, international media willingly publish Turkish propagqnda
and genocide denials.

Yesterday, Turkish authorities removed Armenians from their Ianl\s to
convince the world that Armenians never lived there. Today, Turkish authori-
ties dismantle churches, monuments, and cemeteries to convince thejworld
that Armenians never lived there.

Yesterday, Turkish leaders demonized Armenians through worE
mouth to turn the Turks against them. Today, Turkish leaders dem
Armenians through books and films to turn the Turks against them.

Yesterday, ordinary Armenians, their backs to the wall, secured an
independent nation on the battlefield. Today, Armenia’s ruling cabaljmay
willfully surrender their nation behind closed doors.

Yesterday, President Wilson promised a mandate for Armenia, onjly to
have the U.S. Senate reject it. Today, President Obama promised to redognize
the Armenian Genocide, only to go back on his word.

Yesterday, Prime Minister Vratzian was forced to hand Armenia t
Soviets to save it from Turkish destruction. Today, President Sargsian
clique voluntarily sacrifice Armenia’s interests for their own benefit.

Yesterday, Armenians mistakenly trusted the Western powers
Russia. The Armenian nation paid the price. Today, Armenians mista
trust the Western powers and Russia. The Armenian nation pays the price.

Yesterday, Armenians of Arstakh defended their native lands against
Azeri hostility. Today, Armenians of Arstakh defend their native lands agpinst
Azeri and NATO hostility.

Yesterday, Armenian leaders sacrificed their lives to secure liber
their people. Today, Armenian leaders sacrifice their dignity for their
personal ambitions.

Yesterday, a closed border prevented Turkey from penetrating Armjenia.
Today, an open border could enable Turkey to penetrate Armenia.

Yesterday, Armenia would have been eliminated if its people did
resist. Today, Armenia will be eliminated if its people do not resist.

Lucine Kasbarian is an Armenian American writer.
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Turkey and the United

States of hypocrisy?” the ex-presidentHe did not say what his opposition
said. “Absolutely not. Turkey, display- alliance will do if it considers the vote
ing an enviable diplomatic ingenuity, to have been fraudulent.

has brilliantly achieved its primary Ter-Petrosian further stood by

Continued frompage 1

Freedom House: Armenia Press Not Free

the study, 70 (36 percent) are rated Free,
61 (31 percent) are rated Partly Free and

objective at this stage, while the U.S. his gloomy economic outlook for Ar- the 20th among 28 countries, ahead of64 (33 percent) are rated Not Free. This

president has acted in the way anymenia, predicting a further devaluation Kyrgyzstan, but behind Moldova.

responsible leader would act in such aof the national currency, the dram, and

represents a modest decline from the
“Backsliding in the former Soviet 2008 survey in which 72 countries and

situation. If there is any need to look massive job losses. He dismissed antj-Union continued, with a number of coun- territories were Free, 59 Partly Free and
for a target of the blame, then that crisis measures taken by the Armeniantries, including Armenia, Kyrgyzstan, 64 Not Free.

target may only be Armenia’s authori- government and its pledge to makeandRussia, showing numerical declines,
large companies, typically owned by thanks inlarge part to legal pressure ands up against the ropes and fighting to

ties of the last 11 years.”

“The journalism profession today

Ter-Petrosian went on to accuse government-linked businessmen, “the attempts to control broadcast mediastay alive, as pressures from govern-

his successor Robert Kocharian andnumber one target” of the fight againstoutlets,” Freedom House said in this ments, other powerful actors and the
Sarkisian of “desecrating the sacredtax evasion. regard. “As part of a state of emergencyglobal economic crisis take an enormous
concept of genocide” and turning it “As long as Sarkisian occupies declared in March (2008) in Armenia, toll,” said Jennifer Windsor, Freedom
into “an object of political trading.” He  the post of president big business will the government censored all media forHouse executive director. “The press is
also hitoutatunnamed “national bossesnot be taxed [in full] because it is the several weeks and obstructed the workdemocracy’s first defense and its vul-
in the Diaspora” that have for years most reliable support base of the of both local and foreign journalists; in nerability has enormous implications for
vilified him and praised the Kocharian- kleptocratic system headed by him andaddition, authorities declared a morato-democracy if journalists are not able to
Sarkisian duo for raising the genocide the main source of his personal pros_rium on new media licenses until 2010.” carry out their traditional watchdog role.”
issue in Armenia’s dealings with Tur- perity,” he said. Also, Armenia has failed to im- Nordic countries Iceland, Finland,
key. The speech was followed by a Prove its status as ‘Not Free’ that it hasNorway, Denmark and Sweden are the
The latest HAK rally in Yerevan traditional march of opposition sup- been given by every Freedom Houseleaders of the rankings in the 2009 Press
came one day before the official startporters through the center of Yerevan.index since 2002. Freedom Index.
of campaigning for the May 31 mu- Although the protest was not sanc- Only the three Baltic nations (Esto- Armenia’s neighbor Georgia is in
nicipal elections. In his speech, Ter- tioned by the municipal administra- nia, Latvia, and Lithuania) are classed asthe 128th place (Partly Free), Turkey is
Petrosian defended his surprise deci-tjon, the police decided to allow it, having free press from among the former101st (Partly Free) and Azerbaijan is
sionto top the HAK’s list of candidates citing the fact that it is taking place on Soviet states. Interestingly, out of the 169th (Not Free).
and urged supporters to actively par-May Day, a public holiday in Armenia. 195 countries and territories covered in - (Suren Musayelyan, ArmeniaNow)
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United Toronto Armenian Organizations' Committee
Remembrance Day in Memory of the Martyrs

Special from Arthur Hagopian solved," he said. TORONTO, CANADA --On Sat- audience, and providdabth a unique
"There will be no present for us urday, 25th of April, a ceremonial as- artistic enjoymentand a patriotic experi-

Jerusalem, April 26 - As Arme- unless that black page of our history issembly gathered at Magaros Artinian ence. Here is a portion of the perfor-
nians all over the world bow their heads resolved. This tragic past of ours doesHall of the Holy Trinity Armenian Apos- mance:
in mournful memory of the extermina- not belong to the past. It is our present.tolic Church of Toronto. The United Dr. Dikran Abrahamian was the
tion of one and a half million of their The Armenian Genocide issue will al- Toronto Armenian Organisations' Com- guest speaker. After an analysis of the
relatives and friends in 1915, a clarion ways remain our present, in our hearts,mittee for the Commemoration of the present day circumstances hindering the
call sounds out from the very heart of thein our memory, in our literature, in our Genocide hosted this event under theongoing efforts of Hay Tad - Armenian
spiritual fount of the Armenian soul, daily talks, untilit finds a fair resolution. auspices of His Eminence Bishop BagratCause - he underlined the importance of

The Armenian Genocide: "We Shall Never Forget"

Jerusalem. It is a case whose legal procedure com-Galstanian, Primate of the Armenian expanding its scope beyond recognition
"We shall never forget!" menced a very long time ago: it still Church of Canada. of the Genocide of the Armenians by
And as long as there is one single awaits a fair verdict," Bourjekian said. The highlight of the day was the various countries. He proposed to call

Armenian alive, the echo of that clarion Russell wanted the world to "re- presence of Ms. Melissa Bhagat, a senio24th of April - Day of Demand - in

call will continue to reverberate in his or member and honor the martyrs of theregional advisor for Minister of citizen- addition to Day of Remembrance.

her heart, down through the ages. Armenian Genocide [the term, accord- ship, immigration and multiculturalism. The speaker talked about amend-
Until justice has been done. ing to him, was invented by a Polish Her brief, but singularly potent speech ing the present strategy of struggle by

For "only those who were there Jewish lawyer named Rafael Lemkin in was punctuated with spontaneouspresenting to international courts the
will ever know, and those who were 1944], not as strange figures of the pastapplauses and expressions of gratitudeArmenian demands, including recogni-
there can never tell. But we will continue but as our own, and do whatever it takesShe presented The Right Honourabletion, reparations and return of lands.
to remain the echo of their shouting to stop genocidalkillers and preachersofStephen Harper's statement andFollowing a scathing critique of the
voices." hatred right now. There can be no oblivion Honourable Jason Kenney's letter ad-Armenian parties, he concluded his pas-

This was the message the Arme-at all in this act of memory and moral dressed to the Armenian community. sionate speech with a call for co-opera-
nians of Jerusalem wanted the world toresponsibility." The opening words of the Prime tion amongst the various organizations,
hear. It was delivered by Father Pakrad Drawing parallels with the Jewish Minster's statement read, "On this daypolitical parties and individuals who pur-
Bourjekian,amember ofthe priestly Broth- holocaust, Russell wondered how "thewe remember the terrible loss of life sue Hay Tad.
erhood of St James, during an evening ofperpetrators see these matters." during the demise of the Ottoman Em- The Holy Trinity Armenian Church
commemoration at the theological semi- "What makes it possible for them pirein 1915, and in particular the horrific Pastor, Rev. Archpriest Zareh Zargarian
nary of the Armenian Patriarchate. to do what they do? Very briefly, it suffering endured by the Armenian concluded the evening. He reminded all

The Armenian priest's sentiments would seem thatin the late 19th and earlypeople. | have reminded all Canadianspresent that Armenia’s security is in
were echoed by James Russell, Mashtot20th centuries the tools of linguistic and that both Houses of Parliament havegrave danger, and focused on the over-
Professor of Armenian at Harvard Uni- then biological science were perverted adopted resolutions recognizing "the first whelming need of support for Armenia.
versity, the main speaker at a symposiunto the use of ideologies that elevated intogenocide of the twentieth century.” He emphasized that keeping what Arme-
held on Sunday organized by the Arme-a kind of life-and-death issue a social The gathering started with awreath nians possess is a high priority.
nian Studies department of the Hebrewdichotomy that has long existed in hu- laying ceremony, and singing of the The Armenian Social Democrat
University of Jerusalem: "May God not man affairs," he noted. anthems of Canada and Armenia. PupilsHunchakian Party, Armenian Demo-
have mercy on us if we forget a thing." He attributed the persecution of of AGBU Zarukian, St. Gregory, St. cratic Liberal Organization, Armenian

Emeritus Prof of Armenian Stud- the Jews and Armenians to the pervertedsahag & St. Mesrob schools presentedGeneral Benevolent Union, Knights of
ies Michael Stone explains that the an-perception certain societies had formedpoems and songs. Vartan, Bolsahay, Nor-Serount, and
nual commemoration event to which, in of these two ethnic groups. The Nairi Choir, conducted by Tekeyan Cultural Associations partici-
addition to the University community, "Whereas intraditional society these Mr. Sarkis Hamboyan left a superb pated in this undertaking. The presence
representatives of the Jewish, Armeniangroups, however necessary, are tolerimpression on the audience with the of many young people and the hall being
and other Christian communities are ated as inferiors, in the modern environ-choice of the songs and the impec-full, with some people standing, were
invited - the Armenian guests this year ment of industrialization, urbanization, cable quality of performance. They encouraging signs of a healthy and vi-
included Tsolag Momijian, Honourary and global trade they pose, or are perundoubtedly uplifted the spirit of the brant community.

Consul of the Republic of Armenia in ceived to pose, athreat to the dominance

Jerusalem - aims to affirm Armenian of a traumatized old order," he said. LouisianaArmenians CommemorateApr” 24
survival and foster the spirit of building "The anxieties of that old order

bridges. It is held a few days after the expressthemselvesin nationalistideolo- BATON ROUGE, TN o

Jewish people's commemoration of thegies that see Armenians and Jews ast A — On April 25, § o 5t

Nazi holocaust. subversive, as decadent, as linguistically2009, St. Garabed A
He notes that the program's musi- crude, as physically inferior, as Com- menian Church in co
cal interlude, performed by members of munists, as capitalists, as eternal outsidjunction with the Socigf ===
the local Armenian community, "stressed ers to be feared and shunned, as insidiDbemocrat Hunchakiaf Qﬂ
the living Armenian culture," which has ous parvenus to be feared and shunnedparty Louisiana “Jirial : .
been studied for the past 40 years by hisand so on," he added. Mourad” chapter irf§
department. ToRussellitis clear thatthe failure Baton Rouge, LA. orga
"The significance of this involve- of human society actively to remember nized an event co _ :
ment of the University with Armenian history and the values "by which one memorating the 94t ! f : o] o
culture and with the Armenian commu- lives through history has enabled massanniversary of the A SHE ,', .
nity is enormous," he adds. murders to proliferate with an arithmeti- menian Genocide. 8§ e | %
Bourjekian stressed that the 1915cal frequency.” The event began
Armenian genocide must never be con- He decried the fact that in no caseon April 25 with visiting pastor Very morial meal, Louisiana Armenian Coun-
signed to the brittle pages of history, buthas there been effective internationalRev. Fr. Zaven Yazijian from Los An- cil of America Chairman Mr. Vasken
remembered and commemorated, lest iintervention, any more than there wasgeles, California, leading the congre- Kaltakjian reintroduced the audience

happen again. specific Allied military action to stop the gation in a special requiem service into Very Rev. Fr. Zaven Yazijian, who
Calling for official recognition, an Holocaust. memory of the victims of the genocide expressed his pleasure in finding a
acknowledgment of culpability and re- "So for all the resolutions against in the St. Garabed cemetery, surround-small yet very vibrant Armenian com-

dress, Bourjekian said this was not agenocide, the studies and definitions andng the newly erected “Khatch Kar” munity within Louisiana. Rev. Fr. Zaven
matter that could be left to the politicians. conventions, the fact is that nothing hasfrom Armenia. Following the requiem presented the event's key note speaker,

He took particular issue with the changed since 1915 or 1939: the onlyservice and several psalms, the VeryDr. Haroutyoun Sagherian, member of
new US Administration which he said remedy is for the intended victim to have aRev. Fr. spoke of the impact and sig-the S.D. Hunchak party’s Massis Weekly
had failed to honor an election pledge togun in his hand," he reminded his listeners.nificance that the Armenian Genocide editorial board. Dr. Sagherian addressed
recognize the Armenian genocide. "The terror, pain, suffering, hu- has within the everyday life of Arme- the congregation with a brief examina-

"We are fully aware thatthe Arme- miliation are the same. So it is not only nians, and the need to honor the 1.5tion of the history behind the Armenian
nian Genocide issue has become a hothat we as humans are no safer than oumillion victims by living an honorable Genocide and the relevance of the Geno-
political issue for the US Government. Armenian and Jewish grandparents orway of life by staying strong for the cide intoday’s geopolitical world, along

"US President Barak Obama be- great-grandparents. What happened toArmenian Cause and educating andwith the Armenian demands of the Turk-
lieves that each country must work them, their dehumanization and death, isguiding the next generation of Arme- ish government and their subsequent
through its past and hold out the promisehappening to somebody else, just asnians. responces towards the Diaspora and the
of a new day. One thing he is not awarehorribly, right now. And as long as Following the special prayer ses- Armenian Government, specifically the
of, is that ever since the Armenian Geno-power politics control memory and sion, the congregation gathered in thecurrent so called rapprochement efforts
cide our history has ground to a stopthwartthe moralimperative, none of that church’s adjacent reception hall for a of the two governments and the reasons
because the Genocide issue is yet unrewill change," he warned. memorial meal. Succeeding the me-behind it.
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Peter Balakian to Present "Armenian Golgotha" The Armenian Clubs of Glendale School District
At Facing History and Ourselves Headquarters Host 8th Annual Armenian Genocide Assembly

BELMONT, MA -- Prof. Peter
Balakian will present a lecture entitled
“Armenian Golgotha: An Eyewitness Ac-
count of the Armenian Genocide, on |
Tuesday, May 19, at 6:30 p.m., at the
Facing History and Ourselves headquar
ters, 16 Hurd Road, Brookline, MA. The
event will be co-sponsored by Facing
History and Ourselves and the National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR). Please note that
seating is limited.

Armenian Golgotha, long recog-
nized as one of the most important
eyewitness accounts of the Armenian
modern genocide, is the work of
Grigoris Vartabed Balakian, who was
among the initial group of Armenian soldier, is a suspenseful, harrowing
intellectuals arrested on April 24, 1915. odyssey that made possible his singu
Unlike most of those arrested, Balakian lar testimony. Glendale Unified School District Armenian Clubs members with Board of
survived and went on to fulfill his Peter Balakian is an acclaimed Education Vice President Greg Krikorian
pledge to bear witness to all he hadpoet as well as the author of the mem-
seen and experienced during his four-oir The Black Dog of Fate and the GLENDALE--On April 22,2009, Ppassed this year. The students did a
year ordeal. The book has now beenstudy The Burning Tigris: The Arme- the Armenian Clubs from the Glendale special presentation in memory of Mr.
translated into English by Prof. Peter nian Genocide and America’s Re- Unified School District's High School, Kademian. “It was a great honor to do
Balakian, grand-nephew of the author, sponse. He is the recipient of manyunderthe leadership of Greg Krikorian, @ special presentation to recognize
and Aris Sevag. awards, including the Raphael Lemkin Vice President of Board of Education, Someone who actually lived through

Balakian sees his countrymen sentPrize and a Guggenheim Fellowship. held their 8th annual Armenian Geno- the horrific events of 1915,” said
in carts, on donkeys, or on foot to face He holds a Ph.D. in American Civiliza- cide Assembly. With over 600 in atten- Crescenta Valley High School student,
certain death in the desert of northerntion from Brown University and is the dance, guests enjoyed songs, Arme-Romina Safarian.

Syria. He brings to life the words and Donald M. and Constance H. Rebar nian poetry, traditional dance and video “I couldn’t be more proud of our
deeds of survivors, foreign witnesses, Professor of the Humanities at Colgatepresentations, all presented and creStudents with their resolve and dedica-
and Turkish officials involved in the University. ated by the students. tion in their efforts to reflect on the
massacre process, and also of those  More information on Balakian's The Armenian Clubs from Armenian Genocide through their
few brave, righteous Turks, who, with lecture may be had by calling 617-489- Crescenta Valley, Hoover, Clark Mag- €yes.” Stated Greg Krikorian, Vice
some of their German allies working 1610, e-mailing hg@naasr.org, writ- net and Glendale High Schools, alongPresident — Board of Education. As
for the Baghdad Railway, resisted or-ing to NAASR, 395 Concord Ave., with students from Wilson, Rosemont, €ach year passes of denial we have to
ders calling for the death of the Arme- Belmont, MA 02478. RSVP for the Roosevelt and Toll Middle Schools Press on not only for recognition, but

]

nians. Balakian’s escape through for- event by contactingacing History and helped organize the assembly. the return of our land and Mt. Ararat.
est and over mountain, in disguise as adurselves at Jolene_jones@facing.org The D&M Educational Founda- “Once again, | was impressed by
railroad worker and then as a Germanor 617-735-1623. tion Choir, from the Fremont Elemen- the performance of my peers and the
tary also performed songs and poetryonly disappointment | had was that we
Melineh Kurdianin Concert at the commemoration that has beenwish we had more support by our teach-
held annually since 2001. ers and the community to support us in

LOS ANGELES -- Singer- The assembly was dedicated in this very important commemoration,”

memory of Ghazaros Kademian said Rosie Iskanian, a former student at

songwriter Melineh Kurdian returns to : X .
(Zeytun), a Genocide survivor who Glendale High School.

Hotel Cafe in Hollywood for a concert
on Sunday, May 17, 2009, at 8:00 PM.
The American-Armenian acoustic,
folk-pop musician - who is likened by
reviewers to Ani DiFranco, Dar Will-
iams, and Lucy Kaplansky - will be
accompanied by a full band and per-
form all of her new, hit songs.

The New York Times calls
Kurdian's music “soulful and amus-
ing,” and her fans have discovered
each of her original songs are like
adventures into new, uncharted seag
of emotions, musicality, and dramatic
and surprising performances. From
heart-wrenching words sung with vo-
cal strength and accompanied by only,
a solo guitar to rapturous musical po-
etry about joy and true love, Kurdian

The HollywoodArts Council’s
239 Annual Charlie Awards, “ANight In Hollywood”

HOLLYWOOD, CA --
The Hollywood Arts Counciles
celebrated their 28 Annual

40s themed Black-Tie Galp
“A Night In Hollywood,” at
the historic Hollywood Palla
dium held on Sunday eveni
April 19, 2009.

Nyla Arslanian, Presif
dent of the Hollywood !'
Council said: “We were ve s ’
pleased with the turnout andj

creates a new world with each song support we received from o
and each performance leaves her audicipline and her love for music were attendees and sponsors. Pf\ﬁfIaArsIanian Ken Davidian. Oscar Arslanian
ences wanting more. fueled by her father's jazz collection ceeds from the Gala will beng g gjien Davitian - Photo by Michael Schwartz

Kurdian has been performing and her interest in classic rock. "In efit Project SOAR (Students
since age six, and after several years iimiddle school | switched to cello. It Overcoming All Risks), the Council’'s Award: Hudson Capital, LLC; Come-
the Big Apple, she settled in Southernwasn't until | discovered an old guitar after school art program conducted indic Arts Award: Upright Citizens Bri-
California, where she performs at someunder my mom'’s bed that | realized my eight Hollywood area elementary gade; Community Arts Award: The
of the most popular venues. She alsatrue calling." schools serving over 1,500 kids eachOriginal Farmers Market; Music Arts
tours through the US with other singer- Kurdian's upcoming show at the year, as well as other programs for Award: Live Nation and NCA Green;
songwriters. In between tours, Kurdian Hotel Cafe comes on the heels of herchildren in the community. Preservation Arts Award: The Kress;
keeps busy using life-lessons and hedast show, which raised funds to feed Hollywood’s at risk children can’twait Public Art Award: George Sportelli
wisdom to compose musical gems. the hungry through the In His Shoes for times to get better. The Charlie and Theatre Arts Award: Independent

"It all began with the piano when Ministry in Glendale. Awards help not only the children, but Shakespeare Company. Celebrity
| was growing up in Wichita," says The Sunday, May 17th show, our community as well, during these Award Presenters included: David
Kurdian. "l couldn’t play with the neigh-  will starts at 8:00 PM at the Hotel Cafe, challenging economic times.” Carradine; Sally Kellerman; Kate
borhood kids until | had practiced an 1623 1/2 N. Cahuenga Blvd, between Charlie Awards were presented Linder; Phil Proctor; Lee Purcell;
hour of piano.” Those early years dis- Hollywood and Sunset. in seven categories: Architectural Arts Horatio Sanz and Helen Slater.
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