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Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209
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New Student Enrollment
Grades: 9-12

College Preparatory Academic Program

* Honors and Advance Placement (AF)
Level Instruction in All Subject Areas

Small Class Sizes and Individual Attention

Promoting Personal Growth and Academic Success
Comprehensive Armenian Curriculum

College Counseling and Annual University Visitations

» Co-curricular and Extra Curricular Activities
Including Competitive Sports

Safe and Secure Environments; Closed Campus

Malke the Quality Choice...
Choose AGBU High School -
for your childs high school education.

For mare information, campis tour
and meeting with the administration, calk

626 794-0383
2435 E. MOUNTAIN STREET, PASADENA, CA 91104
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Sarkisian and Aliev Meet in Prague
Reports of a Deal on Land Return by Karabakh

PRAGUE -- The presiden
of Armenia and Azerbaijan ré
ported further progress towar
the resolution of the Nagorn
Karabakh after holding fresh tal
in Prague on Thursday.

Presidents Serzh Sarkisi
and Illham Aliev met there on t
sidelines of a European Unig
summit that offered their natio
as well as four other former S
viet republics to forge closer tig
with the EU. The meeting begs
in the presence of their foreig
ministers and the AmericafEkas
French and Russian diplomad
co-chairing the OSCE Mmsk’Sarklsmn and Aliev Meeting in Prague

Group.

Obama Administration Proposes CutinAid
to Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC -- Presi- their joint statement. The co-chairs
dent Barack Obama is requesting towill also seek to prohibit military fund-
cut aid to Armenia, increase military ing for Azerbaijan by maintaining Sec-
assistance to Azerbaijan, and end U.Stion 907 of the Freedom Support Act.
aid to Nagorno Karabakh, reported the “By proposing to reduce assis-
Armenia Council of America (ACA). tance to Armenia and eliminate aid to

The Obama Administration inits Karabakh, President Obama is break-
proposed fiscal year (FY) 2010 for- ing another commitment by now re-
eign assistance budget is calling forversing his pledge to strengthen the
only $30 million in assistance to Arme- U.S-Armenia relationship”, said ACA
nia, which is a drastic decline from the Chairman Vasken Khodanian. During
FY2009 approved allocation of $48 his election campaign Obama pledged
million. Contrary to decreasing to “maintain our (U.S.) assistance to
Armenia’s funding, the administration Armenia. My administration will help
is seeking a 20% increase in aid tofoster Armenia’s growth and develop-
Azerbaijan, ending the long-term con- ment through expanded trade and tar-
gressional policy of U.S. military aid geted aid.” “Even more unsettling is
parity between Armenia and Azerbaijan. the suggestion of tipping military as-

Aliev and Sarkisian then spoke erally agree on the basic ideas that theyin addition, the budget did not include sistance in favor of Azerbajian. This s

one on one for more than two hours.came here to discuss,” Bryza said.funding for Nagorno Karabkh.
Neither leader made any public state-“We had some specific ideas and ele-

sending a contradictory message of
In response to the Obama Ad- the United States’ position in seeking a

ments afterwards, leaving it to the ments of the basic principles we are ministration budget proposal, Congres-balanced and just solution to the

three mediators to present the resultsirying to finalize and they do agree on sional Caucus on Armenian Issues co-Nagorno

of the talks to journalists. Matthew the basic approach.”

Karabakh
chairs Representatives Mark Kirk (R- Khodanian continued.

conflict,”

Bryza, the chief U.S. negotiator, said “We plan in coming days and IL) and Frank Pallone (D-NJ) pledged The president’s draft budget will
the presidents made “significant weeks to work together with the for- to work with their congressional col- next head to the Foreign Operations
progress” towards finalizing a frame- eign ministers to finalize the details of leagues to increase economic assisSubcommittees of House and Senate
work peace agreement along the linesthese key remaining concepts within tance to Armenia and Nagorno Appropriations Committees. This will
of the basic principles put forward by the basic principles,” added the diplo- Karabakh. “As co-chairs of the Arme- provide congressional appropriators
the co-chairs. mat. nia Caucus, we are confident that asthe opportunity to modify the
“Presidents Aliev and Sarkisian “We are preparing a break- the FY10appropriations process movesadministration’s proposed amounts. In
were able ... to reduce their differ- forward, Congress will increase eco- March, the Caucus Co-chairs made
ences on our basic principles and gen- nomic assistance to Armenia beyondtheir recommendations of $70 million
the Administration’s budget proposal in economic and $5 million in military
and will provide aid to Nagorno assistancetoArmenia, and$10 million
Karabakh,” Kirk and Pallone said in in aid for Nagorno Karabakh.

Continued on page 2

Opposition Campaigners Again Attacked in Yerevan

Statement of the US Ambassadior to Armenia

YEREVAN -- In response to
news reports carried recently by several
media outlets regarding assistance from
the United States for Armenia, | would
like to inform you of the following:

Since international assistance to
Armenia began over twenty years ago
with the relief effort following the 1988
earthquake, the U.S. government has
provided almost two billion dollars of ] e
humanitarian aid and development assisy ;5 ombassador Marie Yovanowtch
tance for Armenia’s economic, social
and governance sectors. The Obamanenia in FY 2010 is the same level as

YEREVAN -- Three women are you to stand here? You have noAdministration’s request for Armenia Armeniareceivedin FY 2009. There has
were injured and hospitalized Monday right to hand out booklets here.’ They for FY 2010 ($30 million) is 25 percent been no decrease. The specific increase
on the second day of reported attackswere so drunk.” above the last Bush Administration bud- for Azerbaijan is linked to U.S. priorities
in a Yerevan suburb on activists of the Aghekian said she was repeat- get request ($24 million was requestedin peacekeeping and maritime security,
main opposition Armenian National edly punched and knocked down afterfor FY 2009; Congress doubled this particularly regarding proliferation and

Congress (HAK) campaigning for this starting to photograph them. “I lay on request to $48 million). The actual level drug tra_fficking on the Caspian Sea. The
month’s municipal elections. the floor for two minutes,” she said. Of assistance for Armenia for FY 2010 respective levels requested for Armenia

The victims told REE/RL that Some witnesses claimed police has not yet been determined by the U.Sand Azerbaijan are carefully considered
they and other HAK campaigners were arrived at the scene more than 30Congress. and calibrated to ensure that they do not

attacked by groups of young men while minutes after being alerted about the With respect to funding for adverselyaffectthe military balanceinthe
handing out booklets and leaflets to violence.Show me that person.” Nagorno-Karabakh, there has never beeriegion or undermine efforts for a peaceful

residents of the city’s northern Avan Similar incidents were reported @ budget request sent to Congress besettlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
district. in Avan on Sunday. According to cause there is no mechanism for doingflict; they do, however, provide appropri-
One of them, Ofelia Markarian, Aghekian and other opposition activ- S0 in the budget process. Rather, theate assistance to each country that will
was hit in the head by a stone. “Theyists, groups of aggressive men usedhumanitarian assistance provided toenhance theirinteroperability and military
hit me and my friends and disappearedforce to stop them distributing election Nagorno-Karabakh is worked out after- professionalism.
in a second,” she said, lying on her campaign material. Speaking to RFE/wards, during the budget negotiation The United States remains com-
hospital bed. RL earlier on Monday, just hours be- between Congress and the Administra-mitted to its longstanding partnership
Astghik Aghekian, another oppo- fore being assaulted and taken to hostion. with Armenia and the Armenian people.
sition activist, said of the attackers: Regarding military assistance, the Helping the people of Armenia has been,
“They started yelling, ‘Who the hell Continuedonpage?2 Administration’s FMF request for Ar- and continues to be, a high priority.

photos of pro-government tugs responsible for attacks on oppositionists



2 Massis weekly MAY 16, 2009

IMF Sees Deeper Recession in Armenia What Is Outside Is Also Inside
World Bank Sees Increased Poverty in the Country By Hakpo Badalyan processes for them not to reach the

YEREVAN -- Armenia’'s managing director, Dominique Strauss-Lragir.am moment of the settlement so it will
economy will contract by 5 percent Kahn, described that strategy as “strong not need internal legitimacy. Does
this year and will not start growing and credible” as he announced the im- Almost no one has any doubt Armenia have enough potential for
again until 2011, the International pendingreleaseofa$540miIIion“stand-that the Armenian government takesprolonging the processes? It can
Monetary Fund said on Monday in a by” loan to Yerevan on March 3. advantage of the foreign develop- hardly have it, sure, if some super
further downward revision of its eco- The announcement came imme-ments of the Armenian politics, in power does not assist the govern-
nomic outlook for the country. diately after the authorities allowed a particular the Armenian and Turkish ment in this connection or in case

Asrecently as in early March, the nearly 20 percent devaluation of the relations and the Nagorno-Karabakhthe government does not come to an
IMF expected Armenia’s Gross Do- hational currency, the dram. The Cen-issue, to distract people from the agreement with Turkey and
mestic Product to shrink by only 1.5 tral Bam of Armenia (CBA) had in- home problems and to secure at leasAzerbaijan, which are its immediate
percentin 2009. However, subsequentiected at least $700 million worth of its external legitimacy instead of the participants in the process of the
official statistics showed the economic hard currency in the local financial internal one. But, is it certain that the Armenian and Turkish relations nor-
downturn accelerating in March and market to keep the dram’s value virtu- Armenian home problems are not malization and the Nagorno-
resulting in a first-quarter GDP decline ally unchanged since last fall. presented and have no significanceKarabakh.
of 6.1 percent. Opposition politicians and econo- in the external processes which the But, if some criminal agree-

“The projections we have for mists critical of the government have Armenia is undergoing now. Prob- mentis presentin these processes to
Armenia mirror those you see in the strongly criticized that as a needlessably they are not. prolong them, so the states which
global economy as well as in the rest ofwaste of the country’s scarce external The pointis that whenitistime are interested in the settlement of
the region,” Mark Lewis, head of an reserves which stood at around $1.4for actions, the Armenian govern- those processes, for instance the
IMF mission visiting Yerevan, said as billion ayear ago. They believe thatthe ment will need the home legitimacy U.S., if they really have intention to
he and other officials presented theauthorities should have ensured aand the assistance of the public tosettle the processes, will surely try
fund’s latest economic outlook for the smoother dram depreciation instead. carry them into life. And, they are to approach the question from the
region. It forecasts zero growth for But Ratna Sahay, an IMF deputy able to have this assistance onlyother side. In other words, if the
the Armenian economy in 2010. director for the Middle East and Cen- through serious and real reforms in Armenian government will be evi-

Lewis singled out a sharp decline tral Asia, dismissed the criticism. “Itis the home life. The Armenian exter- dent to prolong time in order to gain
in the local construction sector as thea balance because if sometimes deprenal partners, at least the U.S. and thetime in the home life and to preserve
key factor behind the revised projec- ciation is not warranted by fundamen- Europe, cannot but understand allthe status-quo, the U.S. may think
tions. “There was a rapid boom in the tals then it does make sense for counthis. that by changing the home life they
construction sector in recent years,tries to prevent or smooth out the It is another question that the will record changes in the external
reflecting strong demand for residen- [exchange rate] fluctuations that might urgency of the home problems is life too.
tial and commercial property,” he said. happen,” she said. “And to make the less for them, because the external Anyway, the Armenian home
“That pace of development in the con- right judgment is very hard. We think questions are rather uncertain andproblems, though a little overlooked,
struction sector will be difficult to thatthe authorities did the rightthingin are far from being settled. The Ar- are present in the external field. Ei-
maintain this year, and that will be the stabilizing the exchange rate.” menian government cannot but un-ther the government or the states,
key thing.” Lewis agreed, calling the authori- derstand this situation either. Con- which encourage the Armenian for-

According to the National Statis- ties’ exchange rate policy “sensible.” sequently, in order to be able to eign politics now, will need them. As
tical Service (NSS) the total volume of “It made sense to proceed in a cautiougmake steps in the external questions Herman Hesseh would say, what is
construction work carried out in Ar- way on this front to avoid a more besides giving promises, the Arme- outside is inside. Consequently, not
menia tumbled by almost 22 percent indestabilizing impact on the financial nia government will, sooner or later, everything depends on the outside, a
the first quarter of this year. The system,” he said. have to return to the home life. But, lot depends on the inside too. And,
country’s first-quarter macroeconomic The continuing economic crisis to avid returning to it, the govern- who will realize this fact first, they
performance was also greatly affectedin Armenia will translate into a sizable ment may try to prolong the external will win in the present process.
by a 9.5 percent fall in industrial out- increase in poverty already this year, a
put. It resulted, in large measure, from senior official from the World Bank Reports of a Deal on Land Return by Karabakh
a last year’s collapse in international said on Wednesday.
prices of non-ferrous metals, the num- According to Aristomene Continuedfrompagel sition to the return of any of the dis-
ber one Armenian export item. Varoudakis, head of the World Bank tricts in Azerbaijan proper that were

Echoing statements by other IMF office in Yerevan, the bank now ex- through,” said Bernard Fassier, the occupied by Armenian forces during
officials, Lewis praised the Armenian pects the figure to rise by 4 to 6 group’s French co-chair. “We are in a the 1991-1994 war.
government and Central Bank for their percentage points by next year. Heposition to identify what could be the “All the territories that we had
“sensible and sound approach to man-said living standards in the country are break, but we are not yet through. Soliberated required human victims, and
aging the crisis.” “We think that the certain to be affected by the ongoingwe need to progress and we are exevery person here has memories re-
authorities are doing a very good job,” contraction of the Armenian economy pecting to realize that in the following lated to them,” General Movses

he said. He stressed at the same timavhich made up 6.1 percent in the first weeks.” Hakobian, defense minister of the un-
the importance of further structural quarter of this year. Fassier, Bryza and their Russian recognized Nagorno-Karabakh Repub-
reforms and, in particular, improved “This contraction will have a se- opposite number, Yuri Merzlyakov, lic (NKR), told a news conference. “It

tax administration for mitigating the rious social impact on the poor,” refused to disclose what specifically will be difficult to cede those territo-
impact of the global economic crisis. Varoudakis told a news conference.Aliev and Sarkisian have agreed on. ries to anyone.”

External assistance is vital for He said the Armenian government will In a written statement, The remarks highlighted the NKR
the success of the government’s anti-therefore have to revise its new pov- Sarkisian’s office confirmed that the leadership’s serious misgivings about
crisis strategy that envisages, amongerty reduction program and targetstwo presidents have narrowed their the basic principles of a Karabakh settle-
other things, increased spending onadopted last October. The governmentdifferences over “some points” of the ment proposed by the U.S., Russian and
infrastructure projects and financial plans to set up a “working group” for proposed settlement. It said they in- French mediators co-chairing the OSCE
support for private firms. The IMF’s that purpose soon, he added. structed their foreign ministers to con- Minsk Group. The call for the liberation
tinue to work on its details with the of at least six of the seven Armenian-
mediators and to prepare for anothercontrolled districts surrounding in
Armenian-Azerbaijani summit. Karabakh that would be followed by a
. _ Merzlyakov said Aliev and referendum of self-determination in the
HAK chapterin Avan, claimed thatthe garkisian will likely meetagain in Saint- disputed region itself.

_ _ _ two dozen or so thugs were led by peterspurg, Russia early next month. The so-called Madrid principles
pital, Aghekian said, “They started members of the ruling Republican Party Te two leaders held their first face- have been largely accepted by Arme-

wresting booklets from the girls’ hands. of Armenia (HHK). The HAK insisted {45 face talks there in June last year. nia. But Georgi Petrosian, the NKR
When | tried to stop them they hit me that these and other recent attacks on foreign minister, said on April 29 that

in the neck and | fell over.” opposition activists campaigning on 4 rapakh Leaders OpposeLandReturn  the authorities in Stepanakert strongly
We were approached by ayoung the streets of Yerevan were organized Nagorno-Karabakh's top military disagree with “several basic points” of

man with a thick neck who tried to by the authorities. “This regime gets ¢ ia| signaled on Monday his oppo- the proposed peace accord.
steal a stack of booklets,” said anotherterrified whenever there is a political

woman, Anahit Grigorian. “I said, process unfolding, accelerating and
‘Young man, what are you doing?’ He involving new people in the country,”
said, ‘You must leave this place now. said Arman Musinian, the spokesman WWW.maSSiSWEley.Com
Don’t you know that this is my neigh- for the opposition alliance. “That’'s .
borhood?” why they resort to such immoral and Updated every Friday
Levon Yeghiazarian, head of the illegal actions.”

Opposition Campaigners Again Attacked in Yerevan

Continued frompage 1
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San Diego Armenian Community Farwell to Childhood
Commemorates Genocide

By Lucy Toutjian by carefully watching many good
By Lisa Kirazian A proclamation from San Diego teams play several times a wegk.
Mayor Jerry Sanders was read by As achild I loved to play inthe We were thus reasonably familipr
The Armenian Community of San Gary Takessian, St. John Garabedstreets. Life was safer and simplerwith most of the rules, so we could
Diego commemorated the 94Anni-  Armenian Church representative and|then. Returning home from school play with a satisfaction almost akjn
versary of the Armenian Genocide at Genocide Committee member. He also|in the evening, | would throw away to that of the pros.
UC San Diego’s Price Theater with a noted that a proclamation was receivedd my school bag to its usual corner in But life is never that simplq,
thought-provoking program of speak- from San Diego City Councilperson | my room, and rush down the stair- and the days ahead kept some pad
ers, music and documentary film. Donna Frye. case from our third-floor apart- incidents in store. One of thoge
The event was co-sponsored by Fellow Genocide Committee |ment. tragic incidents happened like |a
the UCSD Armenian Students Asso- member Sergey Arutyunyan read Gov- Almost always, | would be flash of lightning, all of a suddep
ciation, St. John Garabed Armenianernor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s proc- Jamong the first few to arrive the transforming our innocent livels

Church and the Armenian Genocide lamation honoring Armenian Genocide | earliest and wait for the rest of our forever.
Joint Commemoration Committee, Remembrance Day and spoke of thelschoolmates to join us and com- For we saw the ugly face ¢f
comprised of leaders from all of the need to never stop trying to succeed inf plete the team. We were all from death gaping into our eyes in the
Armenian organizations of San Diego. getting the Armenian Genocide recog-|the Armenian Elementary School most horrible manner imaginable
The commemoration began with nized in the U.S. and Turkey. that belonged to the only Armenian for a group of pure spirited chi
Church in Nicosia on the easterndren. Early death struck with fT-

Mediterraneanisland of Cyprus. Our natic fury, causing senseless m|s-
carefree hearts would fill with con- fortune to innocent lives. We wefe
tentment as we started playing ourtoo young at that time to find tgﬁ
self designed games jumping ropesanswer as to why it happened, gnd
or hopping over the chalk-marked so we felt utterly miserable ar]d
lines. Later, upon arrival of our sad.
remaining comrades, we would pass News of the instant death ¢f
to the more passionate and activeour classmate spread with the spIed
game of hide-and-seek. This would of lightning in our small city o
mark the glorious moment of late Nicosia on the peaceful island pf
evening. One of us would be se- Cyprus. After a normal evening ¢f
lected to close the eyes and startplaying with us, Jirayr had left s
counting excitedly up to fifty, while and, on his way home, had stopﬂed

all the other participants of the game for a moment in front of a wooddn
would run as fast as possible andelectric pole to catch his breakh
hide themselves in a most unlikely before resuming his home run.
corner that was hard to find. After A heavy-built boy from th

the hiding, the successful discov- Turkish neighborhood, a few yeals
ery of each of the hideouts would his elder, had approached him.
a provocative Armenian Genocide An insightful presentation by |then be filled with burst of genuine “Why are you standing there?}”
documentary geared toward raisingUCSD Professor Fonna Forman-|pleasure for the finder and faked orthe Turk had asked him threatgn-
student awareness and activism abouBarzilai explored the issues facing both| mixed ~ disappointment for the ingly, and had hit him on the forE

the Armenian Genocide so that suchdescendents of genocide victims and]found. head with full force toward th
atrocities are not repeated. descendants of genocide perpetrators Other evenings, | would take power pole without even waitin
The event's Master of Ceremo- Her genocide seminars on campus havg¢down with me our two badminton for Jirayr's answer.
nies, Steven Kradjian, spoke fervently attracted students from Armenian, Jew-|rackets and the few feather balls A nail that was on the wooddn
about the state of Armenian Genocideish, Rwandan, Cambodian, and Mayan{that my father had bought in Den- pole had penetrated the back of qur
denial as it continues today and led theas well as German, Bosnian, and Turk-l mark where he had been for gettingclassmate’s head. He had sifc-
audience of 400 in amoment of silenceish backgrounds — students whose]trained in athletics. These gadgetscumbed instantly to the massiye
for the victims of 1915. families either endured or helped enactl made us, the three sisters, feel verybleeding. A lady who lived acrogs
San Diego City Councilperson genocide. Professor Forman-Barzilai|privileged. Needless to say, we the street had witnessed the whele
Marti Emerald of the 7 District at- also shared about the intimate naturqwould play badminton only when incident from her window fro
tended the eventand announced a procef these issues, as her own grandpar{the weather was good and calm, sobeginning to the fatal end. She hjd
lamation from the City Councilinhonor ents were Holocaust victims and sur-|that we could control the feather immediately run outside and crig¢d
of April 24", She remarked that the vivors. ball. Otherwise it would be the for help.
powerful event opened “old wounds” For the evening’s musical inter- Jwind that would be the controller. Alas, it was too late!
for her as well, as a member of thelude, Nikolai Mndoyan, an environ- Christmastime and especially In my eyes, that day on life
Jewish community in solidarity with mental sciences student at Grossmonfduring the Easter vacation, we had changed forever. It was rot
the Armenian community. College, radiantly performed a move- fwould meticulously go about mak- simple and pure any more. At t;Et
California State Senator Mark ment from one of Bach’s Suites for Jing arrangements for our seasonalearly age of a twelve year old gifl,
Wyland was represented by his DeputyUnaccompanied Cello. soccer games. For this purpose,l deeply felt that | had left m
Director Christine Rubin, who attended The Honorable Judge Larry Burns | the width of our soccer field would childhood behind for good.
to show the Senator’s support for his of the U.S. District Court gave a heart- fautomatically be that of our every- And | was heading toward fa
Armenian constituents in North San felt keynote speech about his Arme-|day playground bordered by a high life that was much, much mojfe
Diego and South Orange County. Shenian heritage on his mother’s side and]retaining wall on one side just fac- complex than games.
also spoke of Sen. Wyland’s Bill AB the common history that binds us all. Jing our house. The layout of our The following days and night
234 — “Genocide Awareness Act,” He commented how the tragedy of the| soccer field would then be finalized | was unable to forget our innoceht
which is currently before the State Armenian Genocide does notmake ourjby placing two pairs of the largest classmate. At such moments, the
Senate, to require students to studyancestors mere victims, but rather in-| stone available to mark the loca- thought of our stark inability t
genocide oral histories as part of theirspiring survivors. In turn, we as their [tions of the goal posts at opposite control and prevent the small afd
social studies curriculum. descendants can call our legacy one o} ends of the field. big evils shattering our lives ma-
UCSD students Henrietta victory, not of defeat: victory that our And then the soccer ballwould tured me tremendously. | kept
Movsessian, of the Armenian sorority ancestors persevered to survive and tqstart flying above our one-of-a-kind asking myself why such an ind-
Alpha Gamma Alpha, and Hovannes keep their Christian faith and Arme- [field, even though we had no train- dent should have happened out|of
Nalbandyan, of the Armenian fraternity nian heritage alive for us. ing whatsoever in playing the game. nowhere. | could not find a valig
Alpha Epsilon Omega, welcomed the The Judge received a standing| We relied, however, on our unique reason, or a clear explanation.
audience to UCSD. They are also mem-ovation. training method which was attained But now | do.
bers of the Armenian Students Associa- The final remarks were made by
tion on campus. All three of these The Rev. Father Datev A.K. Tatoulian,
Armenian student org@ations helped parish priest of St. John Garabed Ar- Center, saying prayers for not only the ration grows bigger each year, as more
put on this commemoration event with menian Church. With great emotion Genocide departed, including the non-members of the non-Armenian com-
greatdedication and generosity. Speakthe emphasized that, one day, true andArmenians who also perished (Greeks,munity attend and even participate.
ing in English and Armenian, respec- full acknowledgement of the Arme- etc.), but also for the recent victims in This year, was no exception, and the
tively, Henrietta and Hovannes spoke nian Genocide will come. Darfur. Joint Commemoration Committee looks
about the importance of young Arme- He then led the large audience in The San Diego community’s an- forward to an even more exceptional
nians never forgetting their history. a candlelight vigil outside of the Price nual Armenian Genocide Commemo- 95" Annual Commemoration next year.
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Armenia Fund Elects New Executive Board $624,000 Raised During AMAA Children's
Fashion Show and Luncheon in Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES -- ArmeniaFund fundraising efforts for a milk collec-
U.S. Western Region is pleased totionunitinthe Tavush region of Arme-
announce the recent formation of its nia, part of the Armenia Fund's Rural
Executive Board at its first Board of Development Program.

Directors meeting. Dr. Jouleta Grigorian, along time

At the initiative of the newly Armenian Relief Society member, is
elected President of Armenia Fund, active with the Armenian-American
Inc., Ara Aghishian, Esq, on Thurs- community of Montebello, CA.
day, April 30, 2009 the Board of Direc- Dr. Jack Sarkisian, a family phy-
tors convened to form the Executive sician by profession, is an active mem-
Board (Divan). This marked the first berofthe Armenian American Medical
time the newly composed Board of Society of California.

Directors met for fiscal year 2009. At Present at the Armenia Fund,
the recommendation of Mr. Aghishian, Inc. Board of Directors meeting in
all present directors unanimously ap- their respective representative capac
proved the appointment of the follow- ity were, Mr. Leonard Manoukian,
ing individuals to their respective ex- Armenian Cultural Foundation; Mr.
ecutive positions: Mr. Koko Balian, Hrayr Sherikian, Armenian Catholic
Vice President; Mrs. Suzy Antounian, Eparchy; Dn. Vahe Charkhutian, Ar-
Esq. Chief Financial Officer; Dr. Jouleta menian General Benevolent Union

Grigorian, Secretary; and Dr. Jack SCDC; Ms. Sossie Poladian, Armenian Co-Chair; Elizabeth Agbabian; Caroline Tufenkian, Luncheon Co-Chair; Andy

Sarkisian, Advisor. Relief Society of Western USA; Mr. Torigian, AMAA Executive Director; Leslie Kevorkian, Luncheon Co-Chair; Savey

Mr. Koko Balian, a long time Khachig Janoyan, Tekeyan Cultural tfenkian, Joyce Stein, National Co-Chair; and Arsine Phillips, Los Angeles area
community leader in the U.S., has Association; Mr. Raffi Kendirjian, committee Co-Chair.

graciously served on the HomenetmenWestern Diocese of the Armenian Ap-

U.S. Western Region board, as well asostolic Church of N.A.; Mr. Meher Over 450 guests attended the Ar- Bezdikian, with 50 children participat-
the World Executive Committee, the Der Ohanessian, Western Prelacy ofmenian Missionary Association of ing. We thank Nordstrom Glendale for
organization's international governing the Armenian Church of America; and America’s (AMAA) Orphan/Child Care sponsoring and producing the fashion
body. Mr. Yeghig Keshishian, Armenian As- luncheon and children’s fashion show atshow.

Mrs. Suzy Antounian, a taxation sembly of America. Due to unforeseen the Crystal Ballroom of the Beverly Hills Thefinance and reservations chair,
and estate attorney by profession, is apersonal circumstances, Mr. Greg Hotel, adorned with floral centerpieces Sandra Kalemkiarian, announced that
very active member of the greater Zeronian of the Armenian Evangelical donated by Mikaela & Co. The luncheon the proceeds this year totaled $624,000.
Armenian-American community ofthe Union of North America and a repre- co-chairs Leslie Kevorkian and Caroline “We are grateful for the very generous
Bay Area. Prior to her appointment, sentative from Nor Serount Cultural Tufenkian warmly welcomed those donations we received this year,” ex-

Some ofthe Orphan and Child Care Committee members with the AMAA’s Executive
Director. (Itor) Grace Kurkjian; Lori Muncherian, Los Angeles area Committee

Mrs. Antounian spearheaded Association were not present. present. Tina Segel gave a moving devolained Sandra, “this has been a record
tional and prayer thanking God for the year.”
: support received for this worthy cause. Each guestreceived a bag of good-
Centennial of ComposerAlan Hovhaness The silent auction was spectacu- ies donated by Jessica Vartoughian of
Music Giant to be Honored in Arlington lar. Nicole Barsom Nishanian, the silent Jessica Nails and LindaKay Abdulian of

auction chair, Leslie Tevrizian Shahinian, National Raisin Company. The beautiful
Sandy Bedrosian and many other mem-gift bags with the AMAA logo were
bers procured many of the over 100 created and donated by Arsi Seraydarian
quality items, including resort packages. of Pacobond, Inc.

Joyce Stein, National Co-Chair of We appreciate the committee mem-
the Orphan/Child Care Committee, re- bers who worked tirelessly to ensure the
marked about AMAA’s ministry to de- success of the event. Plans are already
prived children and their families. Andy underway for next year's fashion show
Torigian, Executive Director of the andluncheonwhichwill be heldin April
AMAA, explained about AMAA's pro-  atthe Beverly Hills Hotel, explained Lori
grams. Andy thanked everyone for their Muncherian, the west coast co-chair of
continued support, especially of the child the committee. Many children in Arme-
and orphan care projects. During lunch,nia lack the basic necessities of normal
a poignant video was shown describinglife —food, clothing and shelter. “We are
the substandard conditions of many oftrying to help change a child’s life and
Armenia’s children. Maro Najarian give hope for a better future — one child
Yacoubian asked everyone to sponsor @&t a time,” explained Joyce Stein, who
will constitute the central feature of child, and over 60 needy children were has led this committee for many years.
several memorial events which were sponsored. If you would like to sponsor a child or
launched on October 5, 2008, with a his interpretations of music by Alan After dessert, the children’s fash- make a donation, please contact the
concert held at the Armenian Cultural Hovhaness and Franz Liszt, and pianision show was introduced by coordina- AMAA at 201-265-2607 or visit the
Foundation. Ani Hovsepian. The program will in- tors Caroline Tufenkian and Marilyn website: amaa.org.

A second memorial event, along clude the world premiere of Dr.
distance road run called “The ‘AllMen Tassone’s composition Dzon for solo Boston Conservatory of Music, the Armenian roots, but he also introduced
are Brothers’ Run” (named after marimba, string orchestra, and per-creator of artistic works for play- orchestras and music lovers everywhere
Hovhaness’'s 111 Symphony of that cussion featuring Sivlie Zakarian on wright Clifford Odets and dancer to Asian and Far Eastern music. He was
titte for which the composer wrote, marimba as well as music of other Martha Graham, Hovhaness’s prolific truly an American composer who
“Let all unite in peace on our tiny composers. Participating in the con- compositions became a staple of thespanned many continents.
planet”), began on May 2 at Mount cert will be the Honors Orchestra and American music repertoire. He later Alan Hovhaness is an American
Monadnock in New Hampshire. This Madrigal Singers of the Arlington High became a full professor at the Eastmancon whose music transcends national
memorial run will end on May ™at  School. School of Music in Rochester, New poundaries. His roots and earliest
Hovhaness’s boyhood home on Blos- Alan Hovhaness grew up on Blos- York, where a chair was established incompositions were as a son of Arling-
som Street in Arlington. som Street in the Arlington Heights his honor. On October 6, 1991, ton. We hope you will join us in

After the dedication of the section of town. He attended the Carnegie Hall celerated his 80birth-  celebration of this famous citizen.
Hovhaness monument on Sunday, MayCutter Elementary School, the Junior day with musicians, composers, con- The Alan Hovhaness Commemo-
17, a free, open-to-the-public concertHigh West (now Ottoson Middle ductors, and entertainers from through-rative Committee is an ad hoc commit-
will be given in the auditorium of the School), and graduated from Arling- out the world. They all came to pay tee established by a group of musical
Arlington Town Hall at 3:00 p.m. The ton High School in the class of 1929. tribute to this former Arlington resident enthusiasts to commemorate and cel-
concert“In Tribute to Alan Hovhaness” While still a student in high school, he known to the world of classical music as ebrate the life and legacy of a great
will be directed by Dr. Pasquale composed two operettas, as well asAlan Hovhaness. composer and humanist.

Tassone, former director of Perform- several other pieces. (Hovhaness went Hovhaness’s father, Haroutioun For further information on the
ing Arts inthe Arlington Public Schools. on to write an amazing 67 symphoniesHovanes Chakmakjian, a professor atdedication of the memorial or the con-
Featured performers will include pia- and 434 other compositions.) The Tufts University, was Armenian; his cert, please contact the Armenian Cul-
nist Martin Berkofsky, renowned and recipient of Fulbrightand Guggenheim mother was of Scottish descent. In histural Foundation at 781-646-3090 or
dynamic pianist, known primarily for Fellowships, a faculty member of the music Hovhaness especially drew on histhe following e-mail address: .

ARLINGTON, MA — As the cen-
tennial date (2011) of the world re-
nowned composer Alan Hovhaness ap
proaches, the town of Arlington will
honor its most illustrious son by de-
claring May 17 “Alan Hovhaness
Day.” On that day at 2:00 p.m., the
Alan Hovhaness Commemorative Com-
mittee will acknowledge his outstand-
ing contribution to the world of music
by unveiling a monument in his honor
on the grounds of the Jefferson Cutter
House in Arlington Center. Attending
the event will be officials of the Town
and other dignitaries.

The dedication of the monument
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UNDER THE AUSFICES OF
THE WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH

mﬁmuﬂf

HiS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP HOYNAN DERDERIAN, PRIMATE

Organized by

THE CULTURAL COMMITTEE OF THE ORGANIZATION OF ISTANBUL ARMENIANS

ceLeBrATION OF  JAMAMNAK™ NewsPAPER'S CENTENARY

Wednesday, May 30, 2009 at B:00 P.M at Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of America

3325 Morh Glenoaks Blvd, Burbank, Ca 91504

In the presence of Jamanak Newspaper's Chiefl Editor Mr. ARA KOUUNYAN
Master of Ceremony: PROF. OSHIN KESHISHIAN

Welcoming remarks: Mr, SIMON ACILACOGLU
Presentation of the newspaper: Dr. Ohannes Kulak Avedikyan (Armenian)

RecEPTION

MUSICAL PROGRAM

passson

For more infbrmstion contect D, Qhannes (Kolak) 818 800- 1975
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1060 N. ALLEN AVE.
PASADENA
ZGMrU.QUL3 UL
(626) 797-7680

INVITATION FORBIDS
(IFB)NO. 1668
THE REHABILITATION OF AN
EXISTING 28-UNIT APARTMENT
BUILDING

The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles (HACLA) invites
vendors to submit bids for the Reha}
bilitation of A Vacant Two-Story Court-
yard Apartment Building (of 13,045
sq. ft.) located at: 461 W. 87 Street,
Los Angeles, CA 90003. Copies of the
IFB may be downloaded from thg
internetatwww.HACLA.org/constgs.
Copies may also be obtained, at rjo
charge, at the Authority’s Genera
Services Department, 2600 Wilshir
Boulevard, Suite 3100, Los Angele
CA90057. Bids will be accepted at th
same location until 2:00 p.m. (locq

time), June 5, 2009.
5/14, 5/21/09
CNS-1582564#
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