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Call Now for a FREE Consultation: 626-432-7209

MHazareth V. Jansezian, Esqg.
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SDHP Chairman Calls for Strengthening of
Relations Between Armenian and the Diaspora

YEREVAN -- On August 13 a
seminar-panel discussion titled “Ar-
menian-Turkish relations: present and
past” was held at Marriot-Yerevan
hotel, organized by SDHP "Sarkis f§
Tkhruni" youth association. The pan-
elist included party representatives as
well as political experts.

SDHP Central Committee chair-
man Setrak Ajemian spoke about the
developments in Armenian-Turkey re-
lations as well as the resolution of
Karabakh conflict from the Diaspora
perspective.

National bodies and institutions
abroad are against any compromise in
Armenian-Turkish relations”, Ajemian border is advantages to Armenia at this
stated. He mentioned that all the insti- stage.
tutions abroad, no matter a party mem- “First of all, Armenia should think

Turkish Meida Reports:
"Police Inteligence Unit Behind Hrant Dink

Assasintaion”

ANKARA -- The assassination of is currently under arrest as part of the
the editor-in-chief of the Armenian- Ergenekon investigation; and the Na-
Turkish “Agos” newspaper Hrant Dink tional Police Department were behind
was the work of the Turkey's secret the Dink murder.
gendarmerie intelligence unit JITEM, Itis also claimed in the document
whose existence has been denied byhat Kucuk and another retired gen-
officials, according to a document in- eral, H.K., were behind a number of
cluded in the third indictment into unsolved murders and terrorist activi-
Ergenekon, a clandestine gang accuseties in northern Irag.
of plotting to overthrow the govern- In the indictment, a conversation
ment. between Emin Gurses, an associate

According to the document, professor who is currently under ar-
seized from the computer of Turhan rest as part of the Ergenekon investi-
Comez, a former deputy from the Jus-gation and another Ergenekon sus-
tice and Development Party (AK Party) pect, Lt. Col. Mustafa Donmez, also
and a suspect at large in the Ergenekomives clues about the Dink murder. In
trial, a man called Yusuf Ziyad, who is the phone recording, Gurses tells
said to be a Kurd living in the Kurdish- Donmez, "The murder of Hrant Dink

ber or not, are devoted to the processabout the Diaspora, about strengthen-controlled region of northern Irag, says has been a good kind of warning to

of recognition of Armenian Genocide ing the relations with it and improving
in the world. our economic situation”, - summa-
Chairman Ajemian also referred rized Ajemian.
to the problem of closed borders be- “Even if Armenian-Turkish bor-
tween Armenia and Turkey. He men- der remains closed, that won't affect
tioned that closing borders are unac-our economy, Armenia has a Diaspora
ceptable in a civilized world, and con- willing to make serious investment in
cluded since Turkey was responsiblethe sphere,” SDHP chairman said. Ac-
for the border closing he finds it cording to him, Armenian authorities
strange that Armenian is talk about and Diaspora should startimplementa-
opening the border. tion of serious programs promoting
“The border was closed by Tur- the country’s economic development.
key not Armenia, so it's up to Turkey Armenian authorities should think
to think over the issue,” Stated Ajemian, about resolving pan-Armenian prob-
adding that border opening will not lems. He called for organizing a “seri-
affect the country’s economy. Hence, ous pan-Armenian body”, where seri-
he does not consider the opening of theous projects would come true.

Levon Ter-Petrosian:

“They Abandoned the Genocide and They Will
Abandon Karabakh As Well”

YEREVAN -- Op-
position leader Levofis por 4
Ter-Petrosian accus Rl

-

Karabakh back unde
Azerbaijani controlas h
continued his nationwidg,
meetings with supports
ers on Tuesday. -
“They abandone
[international recogni
tion of] the genocide g
[of Armenians in Otto
man Turkey] and they -
will abandon Karabakh as well,” Ter- the conflicting parties in Madrid in
Petrosian told reporters in the northernNovember 2007. Those would allow
town of ljevan. Karabakh's predominantly Armenian
He did not elaborate on the allega- population to determine the disputed

JITEM,; retired Gen. Veli Kucuk, who those people.”

Armenians to Work in Turkish Chief Secretariat
on EU Affairs

ANKARA -- The Turkish Chief a job like this, regardless of religious
Secretariat on EU affairs will employ and national status."
researchers and translators of Arme- According to Armenian media
nian background according to Burak reports the Armenian Patriarchate of
Erdemir, the Deputy Secretary-Gen- Constantinople will take an interest in
eral for EU Affairs. "We do not have thisissue. An advertisementwas posted
ethnic minority employees. Our orga- on the Patriarchy's official website:
nization needs to recruit people from "Young representatives of the Arme-
all sections of population.” Erdemir nian community who wish to work in
stated the General Secretariat of Turkey for

"But it should be taken into ac- EU affairs required.”
count that they are Turkish citizens Erdemir, said: "We have no rep-
who speak the Armenian language andresentatives from ethnic minorities in
are representatives of the Armenianthe Secretariat, and we need represen-
community in Turkey,"” he said. "l tatives from all segments of the social
think that any citizen in Turkey can get structure."

Northrop Grumman Spent $3.6 Million Lobbying
CampaignAgainstthe Armenian Genocide
Resolution Included

WASHINGTON -- Northrop politically charged $35 billion tanker
Grumman Corp. spent nearly $3.6 mil- contract. The new planes will replace
lion lobbying the federal government the Air Force's 50-year old fleet of
in the second quarter on a variety ofaerial refueling tankers. Northrop also
military procurement and weapons lobbied on the energy spending bill and
projects, according to a recent disclo-the Coast Guard's Deepwater modern-
sure form. ization program.

The Los Angeles-based defense In addition, the company lobbied
contractor spent $8.3 million during on defense trade cooperation with the
the year-ago period for lobbying work, U.K. and a House resolution on the
and $2.6 million in the first quarter. ~ Armenian genocide.

Northrop lobbied for funding in Northrop was one of six compa-
the defense spending bill on dozens ofnies - five military contractors and one
weapons systems including the Globalenergy company - to step into a fight

tion, saying only that President Serzhenclave’s status in a referendum to beHawk surveillance aircraftusedinlrag, over whether the U.S. should label
Sarkisian’s resignation is the only way held years after the handover of virtu- the Navy's speedy, shore-hugging ves-Turkey's slaughter of a million Arme-
of preventing the loss of the Arme- ally all Armenian-occupied territories S€l: known as the Littoral Combat nians nearly a century ago as geno-
nian-controlled territory. “This man in Azerbaijan proper. Ship, and the Virginia class su_bmarlne.ude. N.one stated their position on the
should go as soon as possible,” said Visiting another Armenian town, The company also lobbied on a resolution.
the former Armenian president. Hrazdan, on August 5, Ter-Petrosian
Sarkisian is understood have predicted a major change of the politi-
largely accepted the U.S., Russian anccal situation in the country “this fall.”
French mediators’ existing basic prin- That was construed by as some local
ciples of resolving the Karabakh dis-
pute which were formally presented to

ARMENIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY FESTIVAL
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20, 2009
VERDUGO PARK, GLENDALE

Continuedon page 2
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Vahan Shirkhanian: The Politics of Tight-Rope Walking
War Between Armenia and Azerbaijanis . .
By Odette Bazil darling of Europe and although not a

Impossible in the Near Future full member of the Union, even as-

When Armenia engaged in its signed itself as its representative and
football diplomacy and invited Mr Gul offered to act as a goodwill negotiator
to attend that match in Yerevan, abetween the West and Iran.
beautiful red, ripened and juicy apple | attended a meeting organized
fellin Turkey's hands to flauntitto the by the British-Iranian Parliamentary
world as a token of goodwill in its Groupon 28 April 2009 in Committee
dealings with its neighbors and a proof Room 5 of the House of Commons
of its readiness for democracy and its (British Parliament), entitled: Briefing
worthiness for membership of the by His Excellency Mehmet Yigit
European Union. Alpogan Turkish Ambassador to the

That visit became the God-sent Court of St James's on: “The Turkey-
attack Armenia until it re occasion for Mr Gul to receive Presi- Iran Relationship; is Ankara key to the
ceives guarantees, which dent Obama in an apparently “clean West's engagement with Iran?” where
not available at the moment. house”, where all spiders webs, dirty 17 Members of the British Parliament

Meeting with reporters last week people and Armenian society and gov-linen, boarded windows and locked and a large number of the Turkish
Shirkhanian said that: “if Armenia feels ernment must unite. cupboards full of skeletons had beenAmbassador‘s entourage attended,
bad, Azerbaijan is still worse. He also "This is the main cause of all expertly hidden and out of public sight exchanging smiles and congratulation,
mentioned that if Baku attacks Yerevan, disagreement within the country. Par- - as housekeepers often do before thédut where — although this meeting had
it would mean that the conflict is no ticularly because of this Armenia could visit of an important guest. been organized to address an issue
longer with Karabakh, but with Arme- not settle the Karabakh conflict and Mr Obama, with a broad smile, concerning Iran - not even one Iranian
nia". resolve problems in Armenian-Turk- praised Mr Gulfor attending that match, was to be seen. It was blatantly evident

According to Shirkhanian al- ish relations". He stated adding, "all assigned to his host the responsibilitythat this was a meeting to be kept “in
though, Azerbaijan lost the war with actions of the current government areto deal with what he labelled “the the family”!

Armenia, but Armenia has suffered a pased only on their interests ratherMedz Yeghern” and called for Turkey The international media reported
devastating defeat in the information than the interests of the Armenian and Armenia to go forward in friend- that Turkey was emerging as the Ma-
war. society". ship and cooperation. jor Power in the Caucasus, millions of

“The Azerbaijani media was suc- Vahan Shirkhanian also noted that In retrospective, Mr Gul “had to dollars poured in to help Turkey in its
cessful in presenting Armenia as anthe Diaspora should be the main ally of be praised” for he needed great cour-“exercise of democracy” and, world-
aggressor,” Shirkhanian said. He notedarmenia, if Armenia and Diaspora unite, age to visit the very country whose wide, Armenians believed and hoped
that this was achieved because Turkeythere would be more possibilities to borders he has closed because of ahat the barbed wires at the borders
coordinates the whole information war. force Turkey to recognize the Arme- third country’s claims, whose geno- would be cut, that the barriers would

Speaking about current political njan Genocide. cide, committed by his ancestors, hebe removed and that diplomatic rela-
climate in Armenia and homeland- According to him, the negotia- denies and whose usurped land hetions will resume.

Diaspora relations, Shirkhanian no- tions with Turkey on the Armenian occupies. Great courage, impunity and The football diplomacy was
ticed that shortage of justice is the Genocide will be successful only when unsensitivity. working in full for Mr Gul and was
cause of all misfortunes of Armenian the talks return to the starting point. The Authorities in Armenia, con- bearing results beyond his imagination
. . cerned only to better the situation for and wildest expectations.
Armenian Parliamentary Probe ‘Unable’ To the Armenian people, engaged in their President Obama returned home,
: football diplomacy genuinely believing Mrs Clinton dictated a new Agree-
Answer Key Questlons what had been promised to them andment, the Major Powers, hastily, drew

YEREVAN -- An ad hoc com- Hamlet Tadevosian, was killed by a had become already the subject ofa Map which would protect their “oil
mission of the Armenian parliament grenade thrown by a protester. Its twoworldwide speculation: the opening of and gas routes” and Mr Aliyev re-
will give no answers to key lingering pro-government members strongly its borders “without any precondi- ceived the green light to “rock the boat
guestions about last year's post-elec-objected to the report, further aggra-tion”. Speculation which should have now” and insist on the Karabakh issue
tion violence in Yerevan in a keenly vating their relationship with their op- been replaced —worldwide- by the to become the precondition for open-
anticipated report to be issued nextposition colleagues. President Serzhprosecution of Turkey for violation of ing the borders.

Vahan Shirkhania
former deputy defense mi
ister and representative of
cial Democrat Hunchaki
party Central Committee i
Armenia stated that War b
tween Armenia and Azerbaij
is impossible in the near f
ture. According to him
Azerbaijan will not dare t

month, its chairman, Samvel Nikoyan, Sarkisian cited mounting tensions be-Human Rights in keeping closed the Atightrope (very tightindeed)
said on Wednesday. tween them when he disbanded theborders with a neighbor country. had been woven .

Nikoyan told RFE/RL that the investigating body on June 8. It is interesting to note that up to Can and will anyone walk on it ..
commission has failed to ascertain The Fact-Finding Group’s two President Obama‘s visit, Mr Gul‘'s and not fall?
the circumstances in which ten peopleopposition members have since re-friend, Mr Aliyev, kept silent and
were killed in vicious clashes be- leased more reports. One of themobeyed the order of the day: “do not Buckinghamshire

tween opposition protesters and se-blamed security forces for the death ofrock the boat” .Turkey became the e.mail : baappg.bazil@btinternet.com
curity forces on March 1, 2008. In the other serviceman, Tigran Abgarian. - - -
particular, he said, it was unable to Another report named interior troop They Abandoned the Genocide and They Will

determine who was directly respon- officers who killed three protesters by "

sible for the deaths of eight civilians mishandling tear gas. Abandon KarabakhAs Well

and two police servicemen during its ‘I consider that one of the theo- Continued from page 1 irreversibly since his return to active
one-year work. ries and don’t want to refute or con- politics in late 2007 and that his broad-

A lack of public trust in the offi-  firm any theory,” Nikoyan said, com- commentators as an indication thatpased opposition movement has not
cial criminal investigation into the menting on the documents submittedthe ex-president and his Armenian run out of steam. “With my return a
deadly clashes was instrumental in theto his commission by the group and its National Congress (HAK) would use powerful civil society was created,”
establishment of Nikoyan’s commis- individual members. “The commission the possible signing of an unpopular he said. “A lot has changed.”
sion in June 2008. Ter-Petrosian’s can not deal with theories or present aArmenian-Azerbaijani accord in their Ter-Petrosian met with local sup-
Armenian National Congress (HAK) theory inits report. Only people seek- ongoing standoff with the Sarkisian porters of the HAK and made a point of
and other opposition groups refused toing to use that tragedy for escalatingadministration. The HAK has pledged visiting the ljevan-based parents of
name representatives to the body, saythe political situation can do that."  to launch “a new wave” of anti-gov- Nikol Pashinian, an outspoken news-
ing that it is dominated by pro-govern- “Just as we didn't take at face ernment protests in Yerevan next paper editor who is currently under
ment lawmakers and therefore can notvalue information sent by state bodies, month. arrest pending trial on charges stem-
be objective. we are not taking at face value per- Speaking in ljevan, Ter-Petrosian ming from last year’'s post-election
The Armenian authorities subse- sonal reports of members of the formersaid that Armenian politics has changedunrest in Yerevan.
guently agreed to set up another bipar-Fact-Finding Group,” added the deputy
tisan body tasked with investigating speaker of the National Assembly. “We »
the worst street violence in the findveryimportantelements and analy- Al‘lllelllelllllfo . net
country’s history. The government ses there, but we won't fully include
and opposition camps were equally them in our report.”
represented in the Fact-Finding Group Nikoyan also said that the parlia- ] 5
of Experts. mentary inquiry will release its report MNews. Informationen. Kommentare.
In its first and only report re- inmid-September. The reportwill con-
leased in May, the five-member group tain a detailed analysis of the March 1

. @ five-membe n: www.massisweekly.com
called into question police claims that events and decisions made by the au )
one of the police casualties, Captainthorities on that day, he said. Updated every Friday
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A Statement in Support of Intellectual Freedom Armenian Activist Faces Jail After Alleging
and Integrity of Reserach in Armneian Studies Child Abuse

YEREVAN -- Ayoung
Note: The following statement was endorsed several weeks ago by thecivic activist is facing crimi# ;
Society for Armenian Studies and the International Association for Armenian  nal proceedings and the pSH "ﬂs
Studies in response to misleading and slanderous pronouncements on Arme-sibility of up to two years e
nian television and the internet by self-appointed individuals in Glendale, imprisonment for helping t
California. Despite the provocation, it seemed preferable at the time not to trigger a scandal about t§
distribute this statement to the media in the hope that the smear campaign alleged sexual and otherab
would run its course and disappear. That indeed seemed to be happening until at a Yerevan school for ch
July 28 of this year, when an Armenian newspaper received and unsuspectingly dren with special needs.
printed a report from the Yerevan news agency Armenpress regarding alleged The Armenian policg
statements ascribed to the Director of the Armenian Studies and Humanities formally charged Maria
Division of the Armenian National Academy of Sciences (Dr. V. Barkhudaryan) Sukhudian of the enviro
critical of certain Armenian studies scholars abroad. Although it soon became ment protection group SO
apparent that the Armenpress report had been fabricated and that Dr. Teghut with “false denu
Barkhudaryan had made no such statements, the Glendale group again went ciation” at the weekend afMariam Sukhudian
on television to proclaim that the leadership of Armenia had handed a crushing ter months of investigation
defeat to the “falsifiers of Armenian history” and even went so far as to liken into the allegations circulated by local because one gray-haired man from the
its significance to the “Battle of Avarayr.” Academician Barkhudaryan has media, including state television. school spoke to my mother and after that
refuted the report, stating that he has given no such interview with Armenpress Sukhudian was among about al was banned from saying anything,” she
or any other organ, labeling such ascriptions as “fabricated intrigue” (shintsu dozen young people who worked astold RFE/RL. Sukhudian said she recorded
sadrank). In view of these recent developments, we feel compelled to circulatevolunteers at the Boarding School No. the conversation and gave it to the police.
our statement to the media and to call on the public to join the 250 scholars in 11 in Yerevan's Nubarashen suburb in “The investigative body has made
Armenia and abroad as well as the 30 Armenian studies programs and cultural/ April-June 2008 as part of a United no evaluation of the recording of the
educational organizations that have signed the declaration in support of the Nations projectto boosteducational stan-phone conversation with Diana
freedom of academic inquiry and against totalitarian-style censorship. dards in Armenia. In their subsequent Amirkhanian,” her lawyer, Nona Galstian,
public pronouncements, they accusedtold RFE/RL. Galstian claimed that the
We, the undersigned scholars and supportive cultural-educational organire school administration of failing to criminal investigation into the scandal
tions, deplore the recent activities and statements of certain individuals and graeisure the minimal standards of teach-has been deeply flawed also because the
that aim at discrediting the reputation and work of Armenian studies scholars amgland hygiene and routinely ill-treating Erebuni police have not questioned some
scholarship, especially in the United States. and malnourishing students. key witnesses and avoided a face-to-
In recent months, we have witnessed an intensification of their anti-intellectual “According to the children’s ac- face interrogation of Sukhudian and
activities. When taking note of the slanderous videos placed on YouTube beginringnts, they are subjected to beatingsAmirkhanian.
in January 2009, the recently-emerged so-called “Armenian Progressive Studants other forms of physical punish- The Nubarashen school principal,
Union” and the “Armenian Nationalists’ Union,” the fabrications and manipulationsent,” the volunteers said in a joint Meruzhan Yengibarian, angrily refused
of a Glendale-based Armenian television commentator, and various petitions statementissued in November. “We per-any comment when contacted by RFE/
dressed to authorities in Armenia, it is apparent that the campaign has become |@ageally witnessed needlessly harshtreatRL. Interviewed by Public Television
in scope than initially thought. ment of children by teachers and nightlast November, Yengibarian shrugged
The current attacks are based on gross distortions and intellectual dishonegtards. The school director and otheroff his students’ allegations, saying that
One does not have to agree with the conclusions or views of particular scholaradministrative workers use children as amany of them have a “very richimagina-
any given subject to insist that (a) statements by scholars should not be taken ofseef labor force in their homes and tion” because of their mental and physi-
context or even turned around to give a directly opposite meaning from whasisnmer houses.” cal defects.
actually written; (b) dissent or responses should be based on research and be The statement also cited some “They may say things which you
articulated with civility; and (c) differences should not be turned into campaigns tisahoolgirls as alleging sexual harass-won'tfind even inscience fiction books,”
border on intellectual terrorism. Itis obvious that this movement now goes far beyoneint by one of their teachers, Levonsaid Yengibarian. He also rebutted the
the realm of criticism and accepted norms of discussion and dissent. Avagian. “According to the stories from young volunteers’ claims that quite a
Scholars in Armenian studies, including those who are currently beitige girls, there was at least one case ofew “utterly healthy children” also study
maligned, have produced research that has secured Armenian history and cutape,” it charged. in his school.
their legitimate places in academia and the wider world community. They have been Sukhudian videotaped one of those The claims were echoed, how-
a most effective voice in international forums and media regarding issues criticayjtds, subsequently identified a Diana ever, by Harutiun Minasian, awell-known
understanding of past and present Armenian history. Amirkhanian, and alerted Armenian media psychiatrist who briefly worked at the
Whatever the motivations behind the attacks, they can have only negatimmut her claims. The state-controlled boarding school in 1988. Minasian told
consequences for all concerned. Equally important, this offensive seems toAbmenian Public Television aired two re- Public Television that Yengibarian forced
promoting a monolithic reading of Armenian history under a single authority, creatipgrts on the scandal, prompting the policehim to quit because he found many of the
a situation in which any deviation from that imposed interpretation might be labeledaunch a criminal investigation. One of schoolchildren sane, something which
as treachery. Such an approach is objectionable because (a) it runs counter tthtise reports featured an interview with required their relocation to other schools.
concept of research and research-based analyses of history; (b) it closesatiother teenage girl who likewise claimed He said the principal had a vested interest
opportunity to look atthe pastin all its complexities and as yet unexplored dimensidnd)ave been molested by Avagian. in having as many students as possible.
(c) it makes historical and cultural studies irrelevant to the understanding of the The police inquiry cleared the When asked to assess the mental
present and to the choices regarding the future. school personnel and Avagian in particu- condition of Amirkhanian, the girl at the
It is clear that this is no longer a problem of the specific scholars under attdakof any wrongdoing in February, even center of the abuse scandal, the psychia-
or even of Armenian studies, generally. This is a problem for Armenian culture in theugh the latter quit his job for still trist said, “She seems to be absolutely
widest sense of the word. In view of this ideologically bankrupt assault to discregiitknown reasons. The police initially healthy.”

scholars and impose uniformity of interpretations so detrimental to Armenian studiesyed to prosecute Amirkhanian but Sukhudian, meanwhile, linked the
as well as to the Republic of Armenia and the Armenian people, eventually turned on Sukhudian. A po- extraordinary criminal case with her and
We, the undersigned, lice statement earlier this month said thather non-governmental organization’s

(1) Insist on the freedom of grounded research, opinion, and interpretatiothie young activist deliberately got vocal opposition to plans by Armenia’s

(2) Call on those in positions of authority both in Armenia and in the DiasporaAmirkhanian to “slander” her teacherfor second-largest mining company to de-
civic and governmental officials, scholars, media, academic institutions and tHgiersonal gain.” It said the student re- velop Teghut, a massive copper and
leaders, and cultural-educational organizations—to join us in rejecting attemptsitainced her claims during the inquiry. molybdenum field in the northern Lori
dictate monolithic views in Armenian studies and in supporting the right to inquiry, ~ Sukhudian was summoned to the region. The project, ifimplemented, will

intellectual freedom, and cultural tolerance. police department of the Nubarashenlead to the destruction of hundreds of
Subscribed to by: and Erebuni districts and charged underhectares of rich forests. Armenia’s cur-
Society for Armenian Studies (SAS), and Association Internationale des Etudesarticle of the Armenian Criminal Code rent and former first ladies signed a

Arméniennes (AIEA) And the Armenian Studies Programs of: dealing with “false denunciation” on petition against the project when they
Boston University Saturday. It carries heavy fines and awere approached by Sukhudian and other
California State University, Fresno prison sentence of up to two years. SOS Teghut activists in early June.
California State University, Northridge Sukhudian rejected the accusation “I can’t help but link this case with
Clark University as a police fabrication, saying that Teghut because I'm not the first activist to
Columbia University Amirkhanian was bullied into withdraw- be subjected to such pressure,” Sukhudian
Harvard University ing her initial account. “When | last said on Saturday. “This may be a good
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) talked to the girl over the phone, she said,opportunity [for the authorities] to break

‘I'm sorry, but when | go to the police our movement and force me to shut up.
Continuedonpage4 | will lie because my mother beat me, But it's only making me stronger.”
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In Memory of Aram Tigran... You Will be Missed

By Jeff Allan and Mehmet Fidan
Kurdish Herald

It was with great sadness that we
heard the news of the passing of Aram
Tigran, one of the most gifted contem-
porary Kurdish singers and musicians.
Mr. Tigran, age 75, died on August 8,
2009 in Evangelismos General Hospi- "
tal in Athens, Greece. His life story is \
indeed the story of a refugee and was -
dedicated to the preservation and pro-
motion of the Kurdish identity and, o
more specifically, culture and language.

Mr. Tigran was an ethnic Arme- -
nian and son of an Armenian Genocide
survivor and native of Diyarbakir. He

L]

was born in Qamishlo, a predomi- tival, but because of ill health, he was ;

nantly Kurdish city in Syria, in 1934, only able to perform three Kurdish

and showed a great love and gift for songs. He was the final performer at
music by the age of 9. By the age of 20,this year’'s Newroz celebration in

he was singing in Kurdish, Arabic, and Diyarbakir, where he sang in Kurdish
Armenian. In 1966, he moved to and Turkish.

Yerevan, Armenia, and worked for Rather than close this humble
Yerevan Radio for 18 years. In 1995, eulogy with our own additional words

he moved to Athens, Greece. During of tribute, we believe it is more fitting

his 53 years music career, he com-to end it with those of Mr. Tigran from

Massis weekly
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St. Nersess Holds Second Annual
Fundraising Reception
“ Evening Under the Stars” Scheduled for September 26

Lastyear's benefit event brought together alumni from Summer
Youth Conferences past

NEW ROCHELLE, NY --On Sat- college-aged conference participants
urday evening, September 26, St. Nersesand young professionals will serve as

posed hundreds of songs, includinga verse that he wrote after SeeingArmenian Seminary will be hosting its greeters throughout the evening. In

230 Kurdish songs (in various dia- Diyarbakir for the first time:

lects) and many in Arabic, Armenian, Di xewnén sevan de min bawer

Turkish, Syriac, and Greek, and re- nedikir

leased has twelve albums. He was Bi cavan bibinim bajaré Diyarbekir

loved and respected by millions of Rojbas Diyarbekir me pir bériya

Kurds and many of Kurdistan’'s most te kir

well known artists, and he took a keen

interest in helping young, promising Te me sa kir

musicians. (If I had dreamed it, | would not
Such was his influence on have believed it

Kurdish music that, in 2005, a num- Being able to see the city of

ber of artists collaborated to produce Diyarbakir with my own eyes

an album dedicated to Mr. Tigran Good day Diyarbakir, | missed

entitled Evina Aram (Love for Aram), you very much

in which they recorded their own You opened your gates to us

versions of many of his most popular You made us very happy)

songs. Among the artists participat-

ing in this project were Gulistan, Jeff Allan is co-founder of

Rotinda, Xelil Xemgin, Xero Abbas Kurdish Herald and a member of

and Diyar. the editorial board.

After obtaining Greek citizenship Mehmet Fidan holds a masters
two years ago, he visited his ancestraldegree in Political Science from
homeland, seeing his parents’ homeBrooklyn College and is currently a
city for the first time and later per- Ph.D. candidate in the History De-
forming in both the Kurdish region for partment of the City University of
an audience of tens of thousands andNew York. His primary focus is the
later in Istanbul at a DTP-sponsored Kurdish Question in Turkey. He
event. This year, he took part in was previously a history teacher at
Diyarbakir's 9th Culture and Arts Fes- Istanbul University for 7 years.

A Statement in Support of Intellectual Freedom

Te der? li me vekir

Continued from page 3

University of Chicago

University of Michigan-Ann Arbor

Tufts University

And the Civic and Educational-Cultural Associations:

Analysis, Research and Planning for Armenia (ARPA)

Armenian Bar Association (ABA)

Armenian Center, Columbia University

Armenian Cultural Foundation (ACF), Arlington, Massachusetts
Armenian Dramatic Arts Alliance

Armenian Educational Foundation (AEF)

Armenian Engineers and Scientists of America (AESA)

Armenian Librarians and Libraries Information Committee (ALLIC)
Armenian Library and Museum of America (ALMA)., Watertown, Mass.
Armenian Research Center, University of Michigan-Dearborn
Center for Armenian Remembrance, Los Angeles

Institute of Armenian Studies, University of Southern California
Moscow Armenian Student Association

National Association for Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR)
Nor Serount Cultural Association, California
Oesterreichisch-armenische Studiengesellschaft, Vienna
Tekeyan Cultural Association, Los Angeles Chapter

Youth Society of Intellectual Interaction (SIVAM), Moscow

And over 100 Individual Scholars and Graduate Students:

second annual “Evening Under the Stars”addition, several hosts are being se-
benefit reception at 150 Stratton Road incured to assist in underwriting this
New Rochelle, NY. important fundraising event.

This unique gathering provides “St. Nersess has provided so
the opportunity to support the most much to many, both individually and
important institution for the future of collectively as a church, in its nearly
the Armenian Church in North America. 50 year history,” stated Fr. Stepanos
Generations will come together to mix Doudoukjian, director of Youth &
and mingle while learning about the Vocations for the Seminary. “In order
ongoing endeavors of the Seminary. to continue the many successes of the

The cocktail and hors d'oeuvres Seminary, we must all do our part such
reception will begin at 7 p.m. under an as supporting events like this that will
elegant candlelit tent in the back of the serve to financially benefit the future
Seminary property. Donation asked of this institution,” he encouraged.
per person for this event is $100 with For more information and to
proceeds benefiting St. Nersess Ar-RSVP for the reception, please visit
menian Seminary’s Youth & Voca- www.stnersess.edu or contact 914-
tions programs. Similar to last year, 636-2003.

Astourian Brother’'s Amazing Trip to Armenia

“Our trip to Armenia was nothing blessed; to learn to serve; and most of all
short of amazing,” reports Raffi. “To be to share their talents and blessings with
able to see where our ancestors came fromthers. It really makes a difference as
is something not many can claim. As they assume responsibility.

Armenians we have a strong love of fam- “Upon arriving in Armenia we
ily, tradition, and culture. Being able to see didn’t know what to expect” said Raffi.
and take part in each one of those in thé'However, | knew we weren'’t going to
place where it all began left us speechlessbe in five star accommodations. Arme-

“When we first heard about the niais a newly independent republic try-
internship program organized by the ingtomaintainitsindependence. Yerevan,
Armenian Missionary Association of the capital was a great city. The people
America (AMAA) anon profitcharitable were helpful during our transition which
organization established in 1918 andlasted only a couple days. When we
headquartered in Paramus, NJ, we im-went to ljevan, a city in the north, it was
mediately got interested. As soon as weanother ballgame. ljevan is not as mod-
were confirmed we realized that we hadern as Yerevan was. We needed to try a
to wait at least seven months before welittle harder to get used to certain aspects
would leave. This was a good time to doof ljevan. Some definitely had to putin
research on Armenia and try to brush upmore of an effort then others, though.”
on our Armenian. When the day finally ljievan was the area where the
arrived to depart — June 28, 2009, weinterns would serve. They had to reno-
couldn’t have been more excited.” vate some areas in a church. “When we

The Astourian brothers, Raffi and first went to the church to see where we
Vatche from Hillsdale, NJ, were part of would be doing our construction, we
23 other young men and women whowere greeted by many of those who
volunteered to travel to Armenia, partici- belong to that church. It was great
pating in an Internship/Work Camp feeling to see them smile and excited
project organized by the AMAA. The about what we were going to do.
programwas supervised by AMAA Field “During the week, the church was
Director, Mr. Dikran Youmshakian. The always occupied. This was the family
purpose of this visit, according to Mr. aspect | envisioned when | first came to
Youmshakian, is to keep our youth con- Armenia. Parents with their kids and
nected to their roots; to experience life relatives were all over the place and
elsewhere; to realize how much they aretogether,” concluded Raffi.
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BUSINESS FOR
SALE
oulunk 3Uu3uuyuL
vnurusSnku

Armenian Grocery, Meat &
Deli for sale. $120,000. 1,800
sq ft in the heart of Burbank.
Steady sales, chiller, meat
counter & equipment alone is
worth the asking price. Owner
also selling Water & Ice store
in Glendale — coffee, teas,
soda, snacks. Asking $40,000
-makes $2,000 a month profit.
Contact Mary Sanchez -
310-539-8300

Jurantr

qruusueuuLer

1060 North Allen
Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91107

QpuutiGbwlyatpp
yGpwlnpngniwé b
jwpdwp Jwpdptpny
(200-tG GphGsk 450 sq.

feet)
FtwnwppppninnGtGpkG
hGnwdw)ab|

(626) 797-7680

dhtp
OwlinLgnuilikpp

Y umwhhkgkp
«Uwmuphu»
Cwpwpwpbpphl

T: (626) 797-7680
F: (626) 797-6863
massis2@earthlink.net

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
(RFP) NO. 7519

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULT-
ING SERVICES

The Housing Authority of th
City of Los Angeles invites propog-
als from qualified environmentdl
consultants to provide services fe-
lated to lead-based paint, asbesjos,
and other hazardous substances.

The work to be accomplishgqd
includes: testing for lead-based pgint
(LBP) through the use of an X-rdy
fluorescence (XRF) device qr
through the use of bulk paint chip
sampling; testing dust for the prgs-
ence of lead through the use |of
wipe sampling; testing the soil fgr
lead content; testing for the prdgs-
ence of asbestos containing matgri-
als (ACM); testing for the presenge
of other hazardous substandes
(OHS); laboratory analysis; perfoy-
mance of LBP risk assessmerjs;
design of methodologies and spegi-
fications for LBP, ACM and OH$
abatement; and monitoring at si
during the LBP, ACM and OH§

\1-4

date and time may, at the discret
of the Authority, be rejected witl}-
out consideration.

Administrator at (213) 252-5416 {
by e-mail John.price @HACLA.or
A pre-proposal conference fo
discuss the RFP and answer qtfs-
tions will be held at 2:00 p.mj,
August 18, 2009, in the Authority
5th floor Board of Commissionefs
meeting room at 2600 Wilshire Boj-

levard, Los Angeles.

8/20, 8/27/09
CNS-1664274#
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