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Russia Hosts Fresh Armenian-Azeri Summit U.S. Praises Armenian Court Ruling On Protocols
Washington to Keep Pressing for
Turkish-Armenian Normalization

WASHINGTON, DC -- The
United States welcomed the ruling by
Armenia’s Constitutional Court on
Turkish-Armenian Protocols effec-
tively dismissing Turkey’s claims that
it runs counter to the two countries
agreements.

“We view the court decision as a
positive step forward in the ratification
process of the normalization protocols
between Turkey and Armenia,” U.S.
Assistant Secretary of State Philip our position in public, that stemming
Gordon said in written comments sentfrom the agreement between Turkey
to RFE/RL. “The court decision per- and Armenia late last year, it is impor-
mits the protocols, as they were nego-tant that both sides take steps to fulfill
tiated and signed, to move forward the commitments thatthey have made,”
towards parliamentary ratification, and department spokesman Philip Crowley
does notappear to limit or qualify them told a news briefing in Washington.

Aliyev, Medvedev and Sarkisian heading to ameeting in Sochi in any way.” “Obviously, we understand that
“We are confident that both Tur- this involves actions where the execu-
SOCHI -- Russian President are not agreed on by the parties, thekey and Armenia take their commitment tive branch of each country working

Dmitry Medvedev hosted on Monday Parties will prepare their own concrete to the protocols seriously, and we urgewith their respective legislatures, and
yet another meeting of his Armenian ideas and formulations that would be timely ratification of the protocols by we will continue our conversations
and Azerbaijani counterparts which added to the text. We are confidentboth countries,” added Gordon. with both Turkey and Armenia to en-
appeared to have failed to resolve theirthat this will help the co-chairs in their “Our position remains the same,” courage them to ratify the agreement
remaining differences over a frame- further work,” he said. said Gordon. “We support the normal- that was reached late last year,” he
work agreement on Nagorno-Karabakh Lavrov refused to elaborate on ization process, which we believe con- said.
proposed by international mediators. the understandings and remaining stick-tributes to peace and stability in the Crowley confirmed that U.S.
None of the three presidents madeing points. “This is a subject of nego- Caucasus. What is critical is to keep Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and
public statements after more than twotiations between the parties,” he ex-the parties focused on the vital impor- Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet
hours of negotiations held in a ski plained. tance of moving ahead.” Davutoglu discussed the latest snags
resort near the Russian Black Sea city Later a source close to the nego- The State Department also statedin the ratification process in a phone
of Sochi. Russian Foreign Minister tiators stated that the preamble sets thehat it will continue to press for a call late last week. Davutoglu report-
Sergei Lavrov implied that Armenia’s Priority of peoples’ right to self-deter- speedy and unconditional implementa-edly phoned Clinton to complain about
Serzh Sarkisian and Azerbaijan’s Ilham mination, as well as the imperative of tion of the Turkish-Armenian normal- the Armenian Constitutional Court
Aliyev only agreed on a preamble of Nagorno-Karabakh'’s participation in ization agreements despite mountingruling which Ankara claims runs
the basic principles of resolving the further negotiations. tensions between Ankara and Yerevan.counter to the two Turkish-Armenian
Karabakh conflict that have been pro- Aliyev and Sarkisian were due to “Our position in private remains “Protocols.”
posed by the American, French andhold more talks in the presence of the
Russian co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Minsk Group co-chairs later on Friday.

Group. The mediators revealed last Fri- - Armenian-American Officers Sue Glendale

“The conversation was usefu|”' day that they have modified the basic N o N N o o
Lavrov told journalists. “The partici- principles in an effort to make them POlice Department Alleging Discrimination
pants discussed the concrete proposmore acceptable to the conflicting par- . _
als that were presented by the co-ties.Inajointstatement, they declined GLENDALE -- Four Armenian- they were denied requests for transfers
chairs. There is a common under-to specify those changes. The media-American officers and one former of- and promotions, and were disciplined
standing — and everybody confirmed tors already worked out what they ficer havefiled ajointlawsuitagainstthe for issues that non-Armenian officers
that — on the document’s preamble.” called an “updated version” of the Glendale Police Department, alleging were not reprimanded for. Due to the
“Today the main result was that Proposed framework agreement whenyears ofdiscrimination, derogatory com- constant discrimination and harassment,
although some parts of the documentthey met in Krakow, Poland in July. ~ments and harassment because of theithe officers allege in the lawsuit that they
race. suffered “humiliation, emotional distress,
. The suit was filed in federal court and mental and physical pain and an-
Arme“lav Karabakh ‘Ready’ for Another War last week by officers John Balian and guish.”
Robert Parseghian, sergeants Vahak City Attorney Scott Howard calls
YEREVAN -- Defense Minister mand, including the defense minister, Mardikian and Tigran Topadzhikyan, allegations of discriminationinthe Glen-
Seyran Ohanian warned Azerbaijan onwould be personally engaged in all hotand former officer Benny Simonzad, dale department “utterly false.”
Monday against attempting to win back and tough spots that might, God forbid, who was once the department’s spokes- The cops’ attorney, Carney
Nagorno-Karabakh by force, saying emerge on our the borders of our re-man. Shegerian, noted that officers of Arme-
that Armenian troops have significantly public and Artsakh (Karabakh) in order The cops allege that they were nian heritage are underrepresented on
beefed up defense fortifications aroundto defend our people,” he told them. subjected to ethnic epithets, harsher repihe force in relation to Armenian-Ameri-
the territory and are prepared for an- Ohanian says the Karabakh Ar- rimands and closer scrutiny as a result ofcans’ population numbers in Glendale.
other war. menian army backed by Armenia propertheir heritage. In a statement from the attorney
“As defense minister, I'm al- has inrecent years further fortified its Simonzad was demoted from his the city was called out for having a police
ways getting ready for that,” Ohanian positions east and north of the territory position as spokesman and then fired indepartment that “has allowed itself to
said when asked about chances ofin a way that precludes the success 0f2008. He's also suing to get his job back.systemically discriminate against an eth-
renewed fighting for Karabakh at a any Azerbaijani offensive. “The De- Balian testified on behalf of nic group that, in large part, fled their
meeting with students and the faculty fense Army of the Nagorno-Karabakh Simonzad, and was later demoted fromhomelands to avoid ethnic persecution.”
of Yerevan State University. Republic has created such a system ohis position as a Police Department In a city with a population that's
“Both the entire army personnel fortifications which the enemy can not spokesman to a patrol officer, accordingnearly half Armenian-American, the law-
and all of our veteran guys, mobilization attack and overcome in a classicalto the lawsuit. suit threatened to draw out some of the
resources know that the army com-style,” he said. Other officers in the lawsuit claim political tensions of years past.
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MP Vardan Khachatryan: Hrant Dink Day Commemorated in the
Armenian Government Responsible for the UK Parliament
Deterioration of Armenia-Diaspora Relations LONDON -- Hrant Dink Day was

marked in London with a solemn gath-
ering outside the Turkish Embassy in
London at 1p.m. and a three hour
sequence of well attended meetings in
The House of Commons and the House
of Lords, where "Friends of Belge" [
was launched. Sponsors of the eventy .-.n!,.,
were Nia Griffith MP, Dr. Bob Spink |t
MP and Baroness Finlay of Llandaff. j

Speakers included the Istanbul pub- j'-'
lisher Ragip Zarakolu, the genocide
scholar Desmond Fernandes, Ruth
Barnett from the Holocaust Educa-
tional Trust, Professor Khatchatur I.
Pilikian, the historian Vardan
Tadevossian, Kasim Agpak from
FEDBIR - the Kurdish Federation, Haci the Other in Turkey' - are concerned.
Ozdemir from the International Com- One can, unfortunately, observe that
mittee Against Disappearances (Brit- the spectre - and the reality - of geno-

YEREVAN — Social Democrat
Hunchakian party official, Parliamen-
tarian Vardan Khachatryan expressed
the concerns of the S.D. Hunchakian
party towards the deterioration of
Armenia-Diasporarelations.

The SD Hunchakian party is ex-
tremely concerned with the deteriora-
tion of Armenia-Diaspora relations in
attributable to the unilateral actions
taken by the Armenian Government
towards Armenia-Turkey relations
through the signed Protocols, its con-
sequences towards the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict, and the interna-
tional recognition of the Armenian
Genocide, stated Khachatryan.

As is customary, Turkey is con-

b*" 3

tinuously attempting to hamper Arme- SDHP member ish Section) and Saad Tokatly from cide remains, as defined by Raphael
nian Genocide recognition by the in- MP Vardan Khachatryan Iraqi Christians in the UK. Lemkin, the UN Genocide Convention
ternational community; recently citing Ragip Zarokulu spoke about and by several distinguished genocide
the signing of the Protocols, stated thereflect the reality of the situation”. Hrant: "We had dreams together for ascholars”. He also detailed specific
MP. “Armenian Genocide recognition “The Azerbaijanitemperamentto- different Turkey, we had dreams to- genocidal concerns thathad been raised

depends and has become a tool ofwardsadvanced militarizationis notin gether for a different world". He went by Abdullah Ocalan, Theoharis Kekis
geopolitical interests for world pow- line with the disposition of the region,” on to describe the philosophy under-and KCK Executive Council members
ers. The Armenian government mustcontinued Khachatryan. The quantity pinning the Turkish 'deep state', in Bozan Tekin and Cemil Bayik, and the
aid the Diaspora towards pressuringof military equipment and the dispro- which the 'minorities' are viewed as frightening dimensions of lynch cam-
Ankara and continuing the advance- portionate addition of heavy equip- interior enemies and a permanentthreapaigns against targeted '‘Others' as well
ment of international recognition of mentacquired by Baku runs counter toto national security. This idea is de- as the 'Cage Operation Action Plan’
Armenian Genocide.” international agreements. The MP scribed inthe National Security Docu- which "was supposedly worked out as
“Obvious improvements have fi- added that based on all internationalment, referred to as the "Red Book", a coup plan by the Naval Forces, tar-
nally been made in Armenian diplomacy: treaties, Azerbaijan must have 250 tankswhich goes on to state that it is the geting non-Muslims" (Onderoglu). Dis-
Armeniamanaged tointernationally sepa-at the most: though it currently has army's responsibility to fight against turbingly, he noted that several state
rate Armenia-Turkey rapprochement more than 500. Azerbaijan makes itsthis "threat". This concept of the mi- initiatives seem to have been designed
process from Karabakh conflict settle- case by saying that it aims to sell thosenorities being interior enemies has deepto politically derail any lasting or mean-
ment issue,” Khachatryan said. At the to foreign countries. “Armenia has to roots in Turkey going back to 1915. ingful peace processes with the
same time he noted that the language ofaise this issue and demand explanaRagip emphasised the manner in whichKCK(Koma Civaken Kurdistan)-PKK
negotiations by ultimatums conducted tions from Azeri side,” Khachatryan "the Turkish State has a double struc-(which had initiated a cease-fire and
and rendered by Turkey towards thestated, characterizing Azerbaijan’s ex- ture, the open structure of the statepeace process), or with the Demo-
Protocols, will most probably hamper planations on the issue as unsatisfacapparatus and the 'deep structurecratic Society Party (DTP), the mass
any progressive course. “Turkey needstory. “As Chekhov said, ‘if in the first which is hidden. The 'deep' part in based pro-Kurdish party which was
to be reminded: Armenia is not one of its act you have hung a pistol on the wall, 1915 comprised the special commit- constitutionally closed down in De-
provinces, so the language of precondi-then in the following act it should be tees who organised the mass killingscember 2009, with criminal proceed-
tions will be ineffective here.” fired. Otherwise don't put it there’ In during the Genocide. Hrant was openings initiated against its sitting mem-
The S.D.H.P along with the this sense, it shouldn’t be said that weabout the reality of the Genocide, andbers of parliament. People even from
Diaspora is also very concerned with are unequivocally standing on the encouraged Armenians in Turkey, for the newly formed but mass based pro-
Armenia’s domestic issues which may threshold, though we must warn our the first time since the founding of the Kurdish BDP (Peace and Democracy
ultimately play a key role in harming eastern neighbor,” said Khachatryan. Republic, to speak openly about their Party), as well as sitting and former
Armenia’s internal stability and stance Commenting on Karabakh con- Armenian identity. He wanted to show Kurdish mayors and human rights cam-
within international community. “So flict settlement, Parliament member Armenian identity to Turkish society paigners were being targeted in a scan-
long as the government does not fix stated that no concessions should beas a base for peaceful co-existencedalous manner.
the situation domestically, | cannot expected in the issue of Karabakh sta{But] even though the Turkish State Kasim Agpak spoke powerfully
help to notice the imbalance that existstus. “Before demanding ceding of lib- well knew that Hrant's life became about the nature of state terror in
in the economy and to claim that the erated territories, Azerbaijan should endangered from the time that" he wasTurkey and the murder and signifi-
economic crisis has been overcome omresent a list of its own concessions,” placed "on a 'black-list', they made no cance of Hrant Dink's assassination.

is on the verge of overcoming does notKhachatryan stressed. effortto prevent his murder. By killing Vardan Tadevossian's presentation
. . . . . Hrant, they were killing themselves. emphasised the nature of the ongoing
PACE President Wishes to Visit Armenia Nothing can be the same again aftergenocide of Armenians and the extent

Hrant's murder. Turkey has to changeof destruction of Armenia's heritage.
STRASBURG -- In his Jan. 26 Azerbaijani territories were occupied or face ending in a much worse situa-Saad Tokatly examined the "Conse-
interview with APA news agency, and the Karabakh conflict remains tion". quences of the Genocide for Assyrians
newly appointed PACE President unresolved. Karabakh was always Ruth Barnett from the Holocaust in Turkey and Irag” and "The current
Movlud Chavushoglu of Turkey ex- marked as a national territory of Educational Trust presented a movingproblems of Assyrians and other Middle
pressed wish to visit Armenia and Azerbaijan Republic in the CE deci- account of "The shared Jewish andEast Christians".
Azerbaijan. sions. It remains one of the biter issuesArmenian experience". Desmond With the launch of 'Friends of
“Obviously, | would like to meet in the regions. This conflict seems to Fernandes observed the manner inBelge', Ragip Zarakolu explained the
with Azerbaijani and Armenian repre- be a hindrance to the normalization which “itis clear that there is a crisis in context in which publishers like Belge
sentatives to PACE, also pay a visit to process of relations between Turkey Turkey as far as human rights are- together with writers and journalists
both countries. As we are choosing theand Armenia. As CE sees it, this is concerned — human rights, here, in an- were still being subject to
dialogue, we think the restoration of whatthe reality istoday,” Chavushoglu individual and collective sense as far ascriminalisation, targeting and intimida-
constructive dialogue between the two stated. 'Others' — 'Armenians’, 'Kurds', tion. In answering questions from the
countries is necessary. We will further Chavushoglu underlined that 'Assyrians', 'Greeks', 'Roma’, 'Turk- floor, it became all too evident that
continue working in this direction,” he PACE also wishes “development of ish or Kurdish Alevi' or ‘Christian Oth- Article 301 was - and is - still being
told APA. OSCE Minsk Group Co-chair activity ers', 'human rights campaigners',used to curb freedom of expression,
According to him, Karabakh con- concerning the Karabakh conflict.” 'people from the targeted left', ‘trade despite denials by certain Turkish of-
flictis one of the major problems inthe “There has been a serious intensifica-unionist and student Others asking forficials in this matter. Haci Ozdemir
region, as well as an obstacle to Arme-tion in the works towards this issue collective bargaining rights', ‘publish- from the International Committee
nia-Turkey reconciliation. lately. The co-chairs need to be moreers and journalists working on topics Against Disappearances (British Sec-
“According to the decisions made active in this issue. We will do support relating to the deep state and/or the
by the Council of Europe (CE), them in our part,” he added. plight and acknowledged identity of Continued on page 4
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Analyst Richard Giragosian:
“Armenia Looks at the Diaspora With Misunderstanding and Sometimes Scepticism” (II)

By Hrant Katarikyan tends to question the practical utility or radical elements, the crazies, on boththese and similar declarations from
hetg.am rational of demanding back our lands in sides. At the same time though, my official Ankara, trickle down to the
Western Armenia, after which every- recommendation would be if that Tur- masses, reinforcing the denialism that
Can we argue that many top RoA thing will be OK. key misses this opportunity, and the has been propagandized over the de-
government officials, despite the rheto- Doesn't this also call into ques- ball’s in their court, then Armenia needs cades?
ric to the contrary, see it in their best tion the sincerity of those in diaspora, toexploitthatand maximize the painand Not really. We are talking politics
interests to keep the diaspora at arm’s individuals and political organizations punishmentor penalty that Turkey should don’t forget. The Turkish strategy is in
length? The less the diasporainterferes that make such claims? Is it just pre- pay for failing to meet minimal expecta- terms of reassuring Azerbaijan and play-
and gets involved in RoA life the better? sented as their “raison d’étre”, a justi- tions of countries. At the same time, ing to the peanut gallery. But if we look
Ifthisis the case, how sincere is the RoOA fication to keep fund-raising and con- Armenia may have to revisit its policy carefully, analytically, at the diplomatic
government, when it speaks of repa- tinuing down the same road? Is it a and say maybe we shouldn’'t have astrategy, we have Erdogan being used as
triation? tragic waste of scarce resources, of policy of no pre-conditions; maybe Tur- the attack dog, hard-line rhetoric, de-
Of course many in the government focus? key only respects strength and a hard-manding Karabakh...So Erdogan plays
would rather not have the diaspora raise Well, let's return to one of the ball stance. the “bad cop” in the scenario. Every
uncomfortable questions and challengesmilestones you mentioned, the Proto- What would those pre-conditions statement coming from Erdogan, a day
regarding corruption or the state of Ar- cols. The Armenian President embarkedbe on the part of Armenia if there is a or two after, there is a reassuring state-
menia today. The simple reality is that if on a world-wind tour of select diaspora next time? Bringing up the situation of ment from Gul and Davutoglu following
the RoA government truly wanted to communities. The interesting thing in the Armenian community in Istanbul, up with a much nuanced explanation
encourage diasporan repatriation or in-my opinion was that he was successful.preservation of historical Armenian saying that we are looking for a sign of
volvement, one of the most corrupt In the beginning, when he was planning monuments in Turkey? progress on the Karabakh issue.
element of Armenian official society is on going, my initial reaction was that he No; much more hardball on the We see a contradiction in the politi-
OVIR (Division of Passports and Visas), was making two fundamental mistakes. Genocide issue. The current diplomacycal rhetoric and, to be honest, | really
where there are Soviet-style obstaclesThefirstisthathe is elevating the diasporarepresents the Armenian side trading;don’t judge the Turkish strategy by the
erected to actually serve as disincentivesby going to them; by placing the diaspora Turkey giving up and reducing its de- rhetoric but more by the binding text of
for people like us who want to live and on the same level as the Armenian statemand for Nagorno-Karabakh by remov- the Protocols. It was Turkey that de-
work here, legally and according to the Secondly, he’s going there and how caning it from the Protocols, despite the cided to take out Karabakh from the
rule of law. he expect to change minds; it's impos- rhetoric, and losing Azerbaijan, tempo- document, mainly because their policy
There’s a disincentive expressedsible. But | was wrong. He made it a rarily. But at the same time, in exchange,failed and they're looking for a new
through a Soviet style bureaucracy ofsuccess by going not to convince theArmenia has tended to give Turkey a policy alternative.
hoops and hurdles that are leveraged taliaspora butto listen. And he challengedgraceful way out of dealing with the If anything, Armenia has won one
actually intimidate and also discourage. the diaspora. Genocide legacy or a moderate way tovictory already. The first casualty of this
OVIR is the perfect example, as | have President Sarkisian told them, fine, deal with it but on their terms. It is too diplomacy was the loss of Azerbaijan for
experienced and I'm sure you and othersyou are against this. What's your alterna-soon to say if this go-round will fail, but Turkey and this is also important for
have as well. tive? Closed borders and a lack of rela-if it does, perhaps Armenia should resortArmenia in ending this pan-Turkic threat
We've touched on the fact that tions is not a policy. Not for Azerbaijan, to pressure tactics. Maybe that will only that has been hanging over us for so
many in the diaspora descended fromnot for Turkey, nor for the Armenian work with Turkey, if this present at- long. In fact, this is a strategic opportu-
Genocide survivors tracing their roots diaspora. Andthe Armenian diasporafailedtempt fails. nity for Armenia already.
back to the Ottoman Empire, feel little if to come up with a coherent alternative. | Two former RoA Foreign Minis- From my viewpoint, there is one
any emotional attachment to the RoA. think that for many fence-sitters, or the ters, Raffi Hovhannisyan and Vardan fundamental flaw in the Protocols. As a
But why, after so many years of living vast majority of non-political or non- Oskanian, both with roots in the form of a contract, or an international
detached from that reality, to these samepoliticized diasporans, it showed the emp-diaspora have publicly opposed the Pro- convention, the flaw is that there is no
Armenians feel so emotionally attachedtiness of some of the political organiza- tocols in their current form. Can we stipulation of penalty if one or both
to the towns and villages of their grand- tions and some of the political leaders inassume that you do not share their parties involved violate the terms. In the
parents and in some cases, great grandhe diaspora. concerns? Protocols there is nothing to stop Tur-
parents? You would think the RoAwould Now | say this not just due to the My perspective differs in the fact key, the stronger party from closing the
be a more realistic substitute for a timefact that | dislike this president. But | do that | see the Protocols as a process oborder a day after implementation. This
and a place that no longer exists. agree with this policy despite my serious normalization. What they are talking about is my problem with the process, not the
There will always be an emotional misgivings about the process, i.e. theis reconciliation. | don't see that. What | policy. It also probably reflects the lack
attachment to the past, but in practicalprocess in terms of secret, late nightdo see is only the basic minimum first of negotiating skills on the Armenian
terms, the mythology that we see devel-declarations, the most offensive beingstep of normalization, open borders, side.
oped, say, if we look at the work of one the one on April 23 last year. In other diplomatic relations; in moving towards Hrant Dink once referred to the
of my favorite professors on this sub- words, the inherent flaws are the biggerreconciliation. At the same time, that's Genocide as Turkey’s greatest “taboo”
ject, Khachig Tololyan, in terms of ex- picture. That's to say, who elected thesewhy | see it as less of a threat. thatthe society needed to address. You're
amining the narrative, the mythology. people and how were they elected. Cer- The other point | would like to involved in projects seeking to build
The mythology was used in the Soviet tainly not in a free and fair election. The make here is that it is too soon to judgebridges between segments of the society
period due to a lack of an alternative; tofirst free and fair election in Armenia the Protocols. The real test is still to here and in Turkey. Lately film mak-
keep the myth alive — the Armenian was its last. come. It will be, if the sub-committees ers, journalists and others have made
Cause, the Armenian dream, to weather At least on this one issue, the are formed, including the one on history, the trip from Istanbul to Yerevan and
the Soviet period, when Armenia was Armenian president was able to manipu-what will be its mandated mission. That's vice-versa. Do these programs make a
closed off and was locked in a bigger late the diaspora. Those sitting on thethe real test; not the fact that we maydifference in terms of breaking down
empire. fence in the diaspora regarding the Pro-have one. That's to say, if | were an the stereotypes entrenched on both sides,
But the time for that mythology tocols weren’t won over by the vocal Armenian diplomat, | would go into the in getting the two peoples to at least
has passed. What we need to do now i®pposition and the president didn’t even negotiations with a pre-assumption that,understand what the other is thinking
to move from mythology to more of a try to win them over and didn't need to. yes, Armenia and Turkey will have a and feeling?
modus operandi. For example, if the But whether it's the ARF or the other sub-commission on historical issues. | They make a huge difference and
Turkish border with Armenia opens, organizations, they looked at little shal- would fight for having it based on a | say this as someone who is involved in
many in the diaspora will have a new low in their positions against the Proto- mandate that presupposes the reality othese efforts. Mental borders are open-
opportunity to actually begin to either cols. However, the bigger problem herethe Armenian Genocide and only fo- ing, even if the physical ones remain
invest, or buy land, even in Western is that it also revealed the state of thecuses on the repercussions of the Genoelosed. And the one who really paved the
Armenia. Butl don’tknow ifthereisany diaspora, which is still finding its place. cide. Turkey may be willing to accept way was Hrant Dink, who did more in
interest, any willingness. Interestingly, Now that the issue is of talks betweenthat’s not a direct assumption of guilt, his death than he could have in life. In
though, in a general sense, in compari-Armenia and Turkey, including possibly but rather a way to also move towardsfact, many Turkish elite in Istanbul were
son, we have a population of slightly a sub-commission on historical issues,Genocide recognition because Turkey isthe first to commemorate his death and
over two million in the RoA with noreal these are fundamental challenges to thenoving towards recognition, albeit too were among the hundreds of thousands
opportunity and if we look outside of Armenianidentity inthe diaspora. And| slowly. of Turks who marched in his funeral
Yerevan, in the marzes (regions), we sedhink that the jury is still out on how the Do you really see Turkey moving procession. He was one of their own.
that it resembles the Armenia of a cen-diaspora is to react if the Protocols aretowards recognition? What about the | see concrete manifestations of
tury ago, it resemble Armenian village passed or not passed. recent statements of Turkish Prime how Hrant Dink’s murder has changes
life in the Ottoman Empire. There’s no Therealdangeristhatitis Turkey’s Minister Erdogan, that his ancestors Turkey. | write a column for Turkish
progress, no opportunity for advance-hands now. That's to say that if this “never committed genocide” or the Newsweek and give Turkish media inter-
ment. If we can’'t even develop the effort fails it will make next time much quip about Sudan that Muslims aren’t
territory that we currently have, that more difficultand will also emboldenthe capable of such monstrous acts? Don’t Continued onpage 4
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Conference on the Treatment of the Armenian
Genocide in National and International Law

MINNEAPOLIS -- The Journal
of Law and Public Policy at the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas and the Inter-
national Institute for Genocide and
Human Rights Studies (A Division of
the Zoryan Institute) are jointly orga-
nizing and sponsoring a conference
on the “Treatment of the Armenian
Genocide in National & International
Law.” The conference will bring to-
gether legal specialists with a variety
of expertise in national (Turkey, US,
Britain) and international law and geno-
cide. The event will take place on
February 8, 2010 at the University of

St. Thomas in Minneapolis with the tion to how one case of genocide, thecolorful and fun way to see and hear
participation of the Cafesjian Family Armenian case, has been treated instories in Armenian, to learn reading
Foundation and the Minneapolis Foun- national and international law, and how and counting in Armenian, and to re-

dation.

Despite various tribunals to pros- of deniers and undermines the interna-Armenian language.
ecute war crimes and crimes againsttional legal regime intended to prevent

humanity since (WWII, Nuremberg,
Rwanda, Yugoslavia, Cambodia, and

prevention of the crime of genocide. It justice and that politics do not obstruct ment of their natural strengths and
has been argued that this relative inef-the application of the law nationally weaknesses.”

lIGHRS

This conference will draw atten-
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Children’s Magazine in Armenian to be Launched
Colorful Monthly Intended for 3 to 7 Year Olds

GLENDALE -- Gakavig, a color-
ful new monthlymagazine for children,
is being launched in Southern California
in the first week of February.

Parents of young children in the
Armenian-American community have [=
long complained of a shortage of child-
friendly books and magazines in the
Armenian language. For children 7 and
under, parents can find hundreds of
books with simple stories, basic vo-
cabulary, and powerful images — in
English. Not so in Armenian.

Juliette Davtian has launched the
magazine to give Armenian children a
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its manipulation strengthens the handslate to the world around them in the ogy and child development, she also

genocide.

has some experience in publishing.
“Children learn best through col- “Starting a print publication in
orful images,” Davtian said. “They the Armenian-American community,

The conference hopes to raisehave different talents. As adults, we especially in a time of economic un-

the establishment of the International awareness among policy makers toshould recognize children’s different certainty, is not a safe path to take, and
Criminal Courtin 2002, little progress strengthen the legal framework so thatstyles of learning and interacting, and several people have kindly reminded
has been made on the punishment anall cases of genocide are treated withpromote the best possible develop-me of this fact,” Davtian said.

fectiveness has contributed over theand internationally.

years to the emboldening of those who

The conference will take place

“At the same time, | have been
touched by the generous support of
The magazine has colorful art- several distinguished members of our
work and will feature stories, poems, community. They understand that our

would consider perpetrating genocide.from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. in the Schulze riddles, songs, cut-and-paste projects,community needs an excellent children’s
Darfuris one example that is still ongo- Grand Atrium at the School of Law at children’s cooking projects, a bit of magazine, and share my confidence that
ing and there are no guarantees thathe University of St. Thomas.

others will not follow.

The International Institute for

science, and more. Using classicalparents and children will be excited to
Armenian spelling, the magazine is in have Gakavig in their homes every

This situation will only worsen Genocide and Human Rights Studiesboth Eastern and Western Armenian. month.”

with the tripling of the world’s popu-

(A Division of the Zoryan Institute) is

Ms. Davtian has an MBA and Gakavig will be available through

lation since WWII. The shrinking of dedicated to the study and dissemina-marketing experience as well as yearsseveral Armenian schools and in South-
the resources to sustain life, and thetion of knowledge regarding the phe- of experience as a preschool teachergrn California grocery stores. Subspnp-
chasm between the few that have anchomenon of genocide in all of its as- Armenian Saturday school teacher, andtions are available by calling

the many that have not, will increase pects to create an awareness of it as anesident counselor for children and 818.548.2438

or writing

the risk of intra-national and interna- ongoing scourge and promote the ne-teenage girls, and a degree in psychol-gakavig@gmail.com

tional conflict, including genocide.

cessity of preventing it.

Hrant Dink Day Commemorated in the UK

Continued from page 2

tion) detailed the extensive mannerin

and criminalisation of writers, jour- dential campaigns, the word the dis- quotes. In fact, the Armenian issue is no
nalists and publishers is evident. Hetinguished Senator Barak Obama al-longer the taboo it used to be.
also explained the relevance of hold-ways used, was Genocide. Natu-

alone its modern and precise Arme-

Analyst Richard Giragosian

Continued frompage 3 generation in Turkey needs to be taught

the real history, addressing every aspect

nian equivalence: Tseghsbanoutyoun.views on a regular basis. They no longerof the Genocide. | mean, even if the
When addressing the American have a problem publishing the GenocideTurkish state recognizes the Genocide;
which ongoing Turkish state terror Armenian voters during his presi- reference, it's no longer “alleged” or in it's not enough.

What can you tell our readers, if
anything, as to what transpired behind
The interesting thing is thatitisn’t the scenes of negotiations in Switzer-

ing the International Committee rally, he got most of the American Armenian lobbyists, the ARF or the land? Was there anything related to the
Against Disappearances' international Armenian votes. [But] as President Armenian government that's pushing process of drafting the Protocols that
of USA, Barak Obama chose to this; it's a powerful Turkish elite, an our readers should be aware of?

conference in London in May this
year.

Professor Khatchatur |I.
Pilikian's moving presentation
("“Problems with the terms from
Holocaust to Genocide”) and con-
clusion provided much food for
thought:

Poor old Raphael Lemkin! Lat-
ter-day sophists are trying to 'by-

‘balkanise’ Lemkin’s coinage of the
word, singling out one of its na-
tional culture dictated pre-Lemkinian
usage, as if unwittingly emulating
Prof Haim Bresheeth’'s advice, ...
thus avoiding the word Genocide.

The question remains: Why Presi-

dent Obama’s archaic choice?
Although the answer is not hard

intellectual class. They are the ones who Oh yes. There were several inter-
are helping Turkey move towards Geno- esting things on the table in Switzerland
cide recognition. It’s interesting that it's including Turkish proposals to the Ar-
only in the past couple of years that we menian side to give diaspora Armenians
have prominent Turkishintellectuals now the right to acquire Turkish citizenship,
on the record recognizing the Genocide.to invest in Western Armenia, without
And many have also discovered their restriction, and to own property on those
Armenian “roots” and Armenian legacy. lands. These are concrete proposals that
We have started to know each aren’t reflected in the Protocols, mean-

pass' him, particularly now that con- to decipher from the history of the other once again. Many in the diasporaing I'm not sure if the Armenian side
cepts such as Democracy, Social-last century, our turbulent times too grew up the way | did, thinking every rejected or didn't respond to them. |
ism, Freedom, Human Rights, and will soon teach us new lessons, Turk was a Talaat Pasha; every Turkcan't say.

what not, are made to lose their granted we are willing to learn and was an enemy to be hated. That was

One idea floated by the Turkish

essential meanings, nay even are madact upon it. As the Preamble of the dominant strain in the Armenian Youth side, while less realistic but interesting,
to ‘act’ as their antinomies inreal life Verdict of the prestigious Permanent Federation milieu that | grew up in. was their explanation that Mt. Ararat,

through their post-modernist, neo- Peoples’ Tribunal of April 16th 1984 That's negative for us and it's also an being so close to Armenia, Armenians
con and neo-liberal abuse. Yes, evenconcludes: “Indeed, acknowledging unfair stereotype for them. Even the being able to see it on a daily basis, is
language is experiencing a collateral genocide itself is a fundamental meansTurkish government is looking to create something bad for us, athornin our side.

damage indeed. To top it all, the of struggling against genocide. The a new, positive stereotype for itself.

recent and most popular President ofacknowledgement is itself an affir-
the USA since J.F. Kennedy, Barak mation of the right of a people under the actions of these Turkish intellectuals point of view Ararat is nothing more

Obama, chose to use the Armenianinternational law to a safeguarded is that the Istanbul elite does not reflect significant than any other mountain in
term Medz Yeghern=Big Crime in his existence”. Let’s pray to God to let the people now livingin Anatolia. Thisis Turkey. And they were thinking of some
April 24, 2009 commemorative this grace of acknowledgement be-true. The elite doesn’t reflect the way the kind of condominium approach to joint

speech in remembrance of the Geno-fall our brethren and sisters of de- common Turkish peasant thinks, This is archaeological expeditions, joint devel-
cide of the Armenians, without ever nial, including those among our own why one area that will determine whether opment, visa-free travel to that area for

mentioning the word Genocide, let

UK Parliamentarians.

It's something that worries us for the
Now the key argument critiquing future. The Turks stated that from their

even the Protocols can last is changingArmenians to sightsee, etc.
the Turkish education system. The new (To be continued)
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR

BID REQUEST

Qualified Consulting firms are invited to submit Statements ot
Qualifications by 5:00 PM, February 22, 2010 for Project Number
E09-27, Design of Aircraft Ramp Reconstruction to provide desigf]
services for the reconstruction of the commercial aircraft parking
ramp, installation of 400hz power, installation of hydrant fueling
system and initiation of a GIS data base at the Bob Hope Airport
A Request for Qualifications package can be obtained directly from
the Bob Hope Airport Web site at bobhopeairport.com under
Business Opportunities. All Proposers shall register with thg
Airport Engineering Department either via web site or in person.
Proposals submitted by firms who have not registered with Airport
Engineering will be considered non-responsive. A pre-submittaj
conference will be conducted on February 4, 2010 at 10:00 AM §
the Engineering Office of the Bob Hope Airport, 2800 Clybourn
Burbank, California. Access from the intersection of Sherman Way
and Clybourn.
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INVITATION FORBIDS
(IFB)NO.1688
ADAUPGRADE OF RESTROOMS
ANDRECEPTION COUNTERAT
SAN FERNANDO GARDENS

The Housing Authority of
the City of Los Angeles
(HACLA) invites vendors to
submit firm fixed price bids for
the ADA Upgrade of Restrooms
and Reception Counter at the
San Fernando Gardens Hous
ing Development located al
10995 Lehigh Ave., Pacoimaj
CA 91331. Copies of the IFB
documents may be downloaded
at www.hacla.org/cgs. Techni{
cal questions may be directeq
to Project Manager Hector
Areola at 213-252-4266. Bid
will be accepted at 260(
Wilshire Blvd., 3" floor, Los
Angeles, CA 90057 until Feb
ruary 12, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. (lo-

cal time).
1/28/10
CNS-1778430#
MASSIS WEEKLY

INVITATION FORBIDS
(IFB) NO. 1700
RESTORATION OF EXISTING (12)
UNITS OF APARTMENTS AT
NICKERSON GARDENS AND

RANCHO SAN PEDRO

The Housing Authority of
the City of Los Angeles (HACLA)
invites vendors to submit firm
fixed price bids for the restora;
tion of existing twelve (12) unit;
of apartments located at
Nickerson Gardens, 1360-1366
114" Street, Los Angeles, CA
90059 and Rancho San Pedrp,
103-117 W. Santa Cruz Stree},
San Pedro, CA 90071. Copies pf
the IFB documents may be dowrf
loaded at www.hacla.org/cgy.
Technical questions may be d
rected to Project Manager, Hec
tor Areola at 213-252-4266. Bidp
will be accepted at 2600 Wilshir
Blvd., 3¢ floor, Los Angeles, CA
90057 until February 3, 2010 &

2:00 p.m. (local time).
1/28/10
CNS-1779105#
MASSIS WEEKLY
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