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The Quality Choice for Your Child’s
High School Education

ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE

AGBU VATCHE & TAMAR MANOUKIAN HIGH SCHOOL

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2010

10:00Am - 1:00PM

Our annual open house for prospective parents and students is the perfect opportunity for you
to learn about the quality programs AGBU Vatche & Tomar Manoukian High School has to offer.

To RSVP or for more information, please contact the School Office of (626) 794-0363
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104 (Comer of Altodenao and Mountain Strest)

Farmerly known as AGBU High Schoal - Pasadena
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Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Blasts Karabakh Mediators

ANKARA -- Turkish Prime Min-  between Armenia and Azerbaijan would
ister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has harshlyremain,” he said, according to “Today’s
criticized the United States and other Zaman” daily. “The performance of

world powers spearheading the Russia, America and France has beerlJ.S. intelligence official has indicated, k

Nagorno-Karabakh peace process, saybelow expectations,” he added.

ing that they have lacked commitment Erdogan specifically accused the

to broker a peaceful settlement of themediating powers of not putting suffi-

Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict. cient pressure on Armenia to end “the
“There has been serious neglectoccupation of Azerbaijani territory.

by the Minsk trio,” Erdogan charged in “The problem will be solved when the

a Sunday evening interview with Turk- occupation ends,” the Azerbaijani

ish state television, referring to the Trend news agency quoted him asProjected Threats to the United States,’

U.S., Russia and France — the threesaying.

co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group The remarks reflected Ankara’s

on Karabakh. continuing linkage between the nor-
“If Russia, the US and France malization of its relations with Yerevan

had worked hard within the past 20 and a Karabakh settlement acceptableate Committee the Director of National

years, none of these problems wouldto Baku. Erdogan has repeatedly indi-
have emerged; neither the trouble be-

tween us and Armenia, nor a trouble Continued on page 4

United States Calls on Armenian and Turkey
to Ratify the Protocols

WASHINGTON, DC -- “Turkey
and Armenia need to move forward in
ratifying and implementing protocols
signed last October on establishing
diplomatic relations,” stated U.S. As-
sistant Secretary of State for Europea
and Eurasian Affairs Philip Gordon,
World Bulletin reports.

“We believe this is an opportu-
nity to overcome really historic differ-
ences between the two countries in
way that would benefit both,” Gordon
outlined.

“To establish normalized relations
between the two countries and open thethe interest of the two countries,” the
border would contribute to peace andsource quotes Gordon’s words.
stability in the region, and we think that Gordon also noted that U.S. Gov-
is true regardless of other issues — thaternment was in touch with Yerevan
it needs to move forward independently and Ankara and Obama administration
of other issues, simply because it is inencouraged them to move forward.

Philip Gordon

Obama Administration Proposes $40 Million
in Economic Assistance to Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC -- The ad- Obama administration to maintain par-
ministration of U.S. President Barack ity in U.S. military funding for Arme-
Obama has asked Congress to keemia and its arch-foe Azerbaijan.
annual U.S. assistance to Armenia vir- In essence, the White House will
tually unchanged next year, steeringnot be seeking to tilt the military aid
clear of a sharp aid cut which it unsuc- balance in Baku's favor this time
cessfully sought last year. around. Under its proposed budget,

The administration’s draft bud- the Armenian and Azerbaijani militar-
get for the fiscal year 2011 released onies would each receive $3.5 million in
Monday calls for $40 million in eco- direct U.S. funding. Still, the adminis-
nomic assistance to the country, ortration would like to spend twice as
almost as much as Congress appropriimuch ($900,000) on separate military
ated for this year. The figure repre- training programs for Azerbaijan than
sents a 33 percentincrease over the aid\rmenia.
level that was proposed by the White More importantly, as was the
House a year ago and subsequentlycase in 2009, the White House pro-
raised by U.S. legislators after heavy posed no direct U.S. assistance to
lobbying by Armenian-American ad- Nagorno-Karabakh strongly con-
vocacy groups. demned by Azerbaijan. The 2010

A 2010 foreign appropriations spending bill commits it to financing
bill agreed by the two houses of Con- $8 million worth of development
gress in December set aside $41 mil-projects in the Armenian-controlled

lion for Armenia. It also obligated the territory.

U.S. Intelligence Official:
Fighting Could Flare Between Armenia and
Azerbaijan

WASHINGTON, DC -- A top

that the situation in the Caucasus could
get tense with fighting erupting be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan over
the region of Nagorno-Karabakh.
The Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence held an open hearing on 2
February 2010, entitled “Current and

as the latest in an annual series of
hearings examining US national secu-
rity issues.

In his testimoney before the Sen-

Intelligence (DNI) Dennis C. Blairmade pennis C. Blair
some noteworthy remarks concerning
the Caucasus and Armenia. Admiral “Moscow’s expanded military presence
Blair, specially, noted, that the unre- inand political-economic ties to Georgia’s
solved conflicts of the Caucasus pro- sepaatist regions of South Ossetia and
vide the most likely flashpoints in the sporadic low-level violence increase
Eurasia region. the risk of miscalculation orverreac-
Regarding Armenia-Turkey, tion leading to renewed fighting.”
Azerbaijan and Karabakh, Blair added These statements come only a
that “although there has been progressveek afterStratfor, a US based think-
in the past year toward Turkey-Arme- tank, came up with a similar analysis
nia rapprochement, this has affectedwarning, that the Karabakh conflict
the delicate relationship between Ar- might get out of control due to in-
menia and Azerbaijan, and increasescrease in bellicose rhetoric of
the risk of a renewed conflict over Azerbaijani and Armenian presidents.
Nagorno-Karabakh.” "The armed forces of Armenia
The Director of National Intelli- are conducting a large-scale military
gence also expressed concern, that thexercise in the region of Agdam. Ar-
Russian President Medvedev viewsmenian forces have regularly conducted
former Soviet countries as Russia’ssuch exercises in the past, but the
“zone of privileged interests”, thus current exercises are politically timed.
“potentially undermining the US-Rus- The exercises are being held on the
sian bilateral relationship.” eastern side of the mountains of Arme-
“The unresolved conflicts of the nia to show the Azerbaijan that it can
Caucasus provide the most likely still operate inside the country". Stated
flashpointsinthe Eurasiaregion,” he said. Stratfor report.

Famous Armenologist
Prof. Kevork Khrlopian Passes Away

GLENDALE -- Famous Armenologist, Ph.D. Kevork Khrlopian died in
Glendale on January 31 after a long illness. He was 82.

Prof. Khrlopian was born on August 19, 1927 in Aleppo, Syria. His father
Tigran Khrlopian was an Armenologist, the founding head of the Deparfment
of Armenian Studies at Haykazian University in Beirut.

Kevork Khrlopian received his education at the Emmanuel Armg
School in Aleppo, then at Aleppo College, after which he studied g
Department of Armenian Language, Psychology and Logic of Yerevan|State
University. He earned a degree of Candidate of Science in the histpry of
Armenian philosophy, then a degree of Doctor of Science. In 1965-1985 he
studied the history of Armenian theology under the guidance of the Catholicos
of All Armenians Vazken |. He was a Doctor of Theology.

He wrote a number of monographies, including “The World Viey
Anania Shirakatsy”, “The Humanism of Grigor Narekatsy”, “Problem
Complex Upbringing at School”, “Social and Psychological Problen
University Upbringing”, “The Modern Notions of Upbringing”, etc. He was
author of 20 brochures and about 200 research papers on Armeno
religious and other issues.

Among the awards he received were the St. Sahak and S. Mesroq
conferred by Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin I, a silver medal of Yer
State University, the Mkhitar Sebastiatsi Medal of the Mekhitarist Congreg
of Venice, other awards.

Massis Weekly expresses its deep condolences to the family of
Khrlopian - a great scientist, a prominent Armenologist and theologian,
dedicated son of the Armenian people.
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Why All The Current Attempts To Normalize The Lives Of Ordinary Citizens
Of Armenia Are Doomed

By Igor Petrov The following is a summary of a Russian article by Igor Petrov, concerning cow (co-owner Samvel Karapetian)
the business investments and holdings of oligarchs in Armenia. The article - Casino in Moscow (along with

In parallel to the officially pro- was published On January 29, in the Russian paper Versia. The entire Shakro)

claimed financial-budgetary system article can be found at http://versia.ru/articles/2010/jan/29/ - Representation of Toyota Com-

within the state flows a shadowy one, korrupciya_v_armenii. pany in Armenia

which considerably exceeds, in terms of - In addition Robert Kocharian, as

turnover, the public/formal budgetary December 2006. The publication pre-and airlines an independent director, member of the

system. sented ten richest people in Armenia - the sphere of import (according Board of Directors of Russia's AFK
Recently, in Russia's press state-withoutany additional information about to some estimations from 35% to 45%). Sistema. In this circumstance, experts

ments were made by the head of thetheir employment status. We bring to It should also be noted that cur- say, requires his assets to be under the

Armenian National Club "Miabanutyun" your attention the list in descending rently through the territory of Armenia control of the corporation.

Moscow, Smbat Karakhanian, statedorder and their positions at that time:  run series of drug trafficking trails, from Assets, which he previously owned

that Armenia lacks a truly national sys- 1. Gagik Tsarukian - Chairman of the southern border to the main railway or had a substantial share:

tem, and disregard persons who aim tothe “Prosperous Armenia” party, owner stations and airports in Yerevan and - "K-Telecom" (trade mark

protect both the traditional national and of “Multi Group” Gyumri, where the goods pass in transit"vijvaCell")

state interests, territorial interests, and 2. Armen Avetisian - Head of to Georgia (by rail) and then to Ukraine, - Agro-industries Ltd. (1870 ha)

the interests of ordinary citizens. Customs as well as (by air) to Russian cities of - Golden Palace Hotel in Yerevan
“Authority itself in the country is 3. Mikhail Bagdasarov - President Novorossiysk and Anapa (partially set- (the real owner of 83% was Sedrak

conducted through falsification and of MICA and the owner of Armavia tling in Russia), continuing to Europe. Kocharian)

power pressures arranged by represen- 4. Hrant Vardanian - President of Against this background, the smuggling - AraratCement "- 33%

tatives of oligarchs, crime and external the “Grand Tobago” and “Grand Candy” of gold and precious stones, especially - "Converse" (through the eldest

creatures. Of course these groups at- 5. Sukiasians Family - owners of unaccounted for diamonds, which areson Sedrak Kocharian). The bank got

tend the interests of their masters, and td'SIL” group taken in bulk to Russia and Europe seemnto the field of view of U.S. intelligence,

them there is no interest in the problems 6. Yervand Zakharian - Mayor of insignificant. when it became clear that through its

of the majority of population. Beginning Yerevan To specify all of the above, the accounts laundered money (about 800-

from the traditional national interests, to 7. Robert Kocharian - President head of the Armenian National Club 900 million) a number of front compa-

the economic and financial mechanism, of Armenia Miabanutyun Moscow Smbat njes and banks linked to international

including of the insincere game in the 8. Serzh Sarkisian - Minister of Karakhanian said: "l can confidently tell terrorism. The scandal led to the resig-

course drama and deception with theDefense you what the first persons in Armenia pation of the President of the Bank S.

low quality of the gas supplied to homes, 9. Andranik Manukian - Minister hold: Nasibian and sale of assets of the family

to garner favor of constituents. We of Transport and Communications Ex-President RobertKocharian (in- tg another owner E. Eurnekian. How-

assume that the top government authori- 10. David Harutyunian - Minister  cluding through proxies and family mem- ever, there are sufficient grounds for

ties manage about 85% of all assets anaf Justice. bers): believing that the transaction for the sale

enterprises of the country, including Note the fact that 6 of the 10 - Artsakhbank of S. Kocharian's shares were false. In

illegal traffic and extortion, and control mentioned in the list were in the execu- - MAP (50%) fact he remains a co-owner of Con-

nearly 90% of financial transactions. In tive branch (including former and cur- - Armeksimbank (co-owner) verse.

this sense it is not difficult to understand rent presidents) and lived on “one sal- - Unibank (co-owner)

the true reasons and designation of theary.” This comparative list, was pub- - ABB Bank (co-owner) President Serzh Sarkisian (includ-

obtained intergovernmental loan”. It is lished six months before the last parlia- - Renko Construction ing through nominees, and his brother

the only effective resource, with the aid mentary elections, and showed “who's - Zangezur Copper and Molybde- Alexander and in-law Mikael Minasian):

of which the authorities solve both politi- who” in Armenia. num Combine (90%) - Assets of "Flash" (co-owner

cal and economic problems in the coun- As the founder of the existing - Ardshininvestbank (over 50%) Barsegh Beglarian)

try. system, the second president of Arme- - Converse-bank (according to dif- - The network of filling stations
This informal association has nia, Robert Kocharian (1998-2008) was ferent sources from 30 to 50%) - 3 wine factories in Nagorno-

adopted the worst methods of criminal able to concentrate in his hands an enor- - Complex Kaputan Sevan - 100% Karabakh (Messrs. Stepanakert, Martuni,

lawlessness, says Karahanian. “Natu-mous amount of wealth in contrast to the(through Artak Voskanian) Karmir Suka)

rally, in such circumstances the words standards of a small country’s capabili- - Medical Center Nairi (50% to- Distillery (g.Karmir Suka, 1/ 3 of

of the Armenian leadership on combat-ties. During his administration of the gether with the Minister of Health g|| yvodka sold in Armenia, 2.3 million

ing corruption and bribery, for the ma- country Kocharian controlled (or had a Harutiun Kushkyanom) liters)

jority of citizens, including officials of share) in the following sectors of na- - Brands (Emporio Armani, Stefano - Bank "Ararat"

different ranks only cause anger and arntional revenue: Ricci, etc.) -"Ararat" Chain restaurants (about

ironic smile.” - In the field of taxation, - Construction company "BiShin" 30)
Serious anti-corruption legislation - Telecommunications, (100%) - Assets of"MICA" company (co-

in Armenia, in contrast to, for example, - In construction, - Construction company "Down- owner Mikhail Bagdasarov):

even other countries of the former So- - In the field of gas supply town Yerevan" (through the eldest son - Armavia

viet Union, have not been established. - In the processing of precious Sedrak Kocharian) - The company's Mika on imports
The export of capital and money stones, as well as all other operations - TV Company "H2" - 50% (co- of fossil fuels, gasoline, kerosene (mo-

by Armenian oligarchs and top officials associated with precious stones (mainlyowners Samvel Mairapetian and currentnopoly), diesel fuel

are carried out primarily in the traditional import-export) Vice-Prime Minister Armen Gevorgian) - FC MIKA (estimated 40-50 mil-

parts of the world, such as: Switzerland, - In total imports (by some esti- - Chain stores SAS (50% - owned |ion)

Cyprus, Lebanon, UAE, Liechtenstein, mates 30% to 40%) by Robert Kocharian through Deputy - Mika - Cement

the U.K., etc... - In mining, extraction and pro- Prime Minister Armen Gevorgian) - Construction company "MIKA
However, there is a tendency to cessing of mineral resources - Network of shops "Star" (30% Houses (more than 5 large elite houses in

"hide" and launder money in other coun- - In communications and trans- owned by Sedrak Kocharian - eldest sonyerevan)

tries also. In this regard, first of all, we port infrastructure (mail, civil aviation, of Robert Kocharian's) - Hotel Complex in Moscow

will identify the countries of Southern etc...). - "Noah" konyachno- - Private house in London

Europe and the Balkans (Croatia, The material and intangible assetsvinovodochny Mill - 50% (co-owner - VTB Bank (bought for 300 thou-

Montenegro, Italy, Bulgaria, Romania of the Kocharian family can by contem- Gagik Tsarukian) sand dollars, sold for $ 28 million 100%)

and Greece), Israel (for example, Bankplated to be no less than 4 billion U.S. - Zvartnots Airport - 50% (30-year - Network of stores "Dzhazve"

“Hapoalim”) and, according to some dollars. lease, co-owner of a citizen of Argen- - Being as defense minister, was

sources, even Turkey (including real The present government of Arme- tina, Eduardo Eurnekian) associated with an intermediary with the

estate), and from Latin America: Argen- nia controls the following sectors of - "Armenian post” - 50% (in S. supply of small arms by private produc-

tina and Belize. Judging by publications economy: Kocharian's eldest son, the other co-ers of Bulgaria in the Third World coun-

in press reports, the intelligence agen- - the sphere of customs duties, owner is Eduardo Eurnekian) tries ",

cies of the United States have hampered - the sphere of the import of petro- - Import of mobile phones - 80% - Through front men in-law M.

attempts of money laundering into their leum products, gasoline and diesel fuel,of the market Minasian is the owner of television

country by oligarchs, corrupt Armenian - the sphere of the export of metals - Large shopping complexin Mos- "Armenakob" and "Ai TV".

officials and by their proxies. and scrap metal, .
We would like to draw attention to - sphere the import of gold and its AVAYYA maSSISweek|y.C0m

an article in “Forbes — Armenia,” the first realization

issue of which was published in mid- - the sphere of air transportation
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Letter to the Editor Analyst Richard Giragosian:
L] o . . (13 e L -
Upcoming Meeting of Secretary Clinton With Armenia Looks at the Diaspora With
Armenian-American Organizations Misunderstanding and Sometimes Scepticism” (Ill)
Few are naive enough to believe ous, simple answer. But for outside By Hrant Katarikyan in the dark.
that foreign involvementin Armeniais forces with interests, this is one of the hetq.am But | think the interesting thing is
truly benevolent: every country looks fundamental questions. that if he went to the diaspora not ex-
after its own interests first and fore- In this framework, the U.S. gov- Has any of this been covered in pecting such areaction and being visibly
most. Issues of democracy and hu-ernment and others can chose to supthe Armenian press that you know of? shaken, when he came back though, in
man rights are secondary or even ter-port a regime in Armenia based on No; only in the Turkish press a bit. a general sense, they were surprised that

tiary, and often achieve that meageroligarchs and crime, which may, in | believe these offers were dangled outthe reaction was less than they expected,;
status only when they facilitate the truth, provide some degree of secu-there as carrots to seal the deal in termsnainly for two reasons.
interests of the state. But when therity, butinits very essence runs counterof closing the lid on the Genocide issue, It was less than expected in Arme-
ultimate goal is stability, is democracy to the principles of democracy and closing the territorial issue, etc. For all nia itself. The opposition didn’t unite
an avenue to that stability, or is it an human rights. And the stability of we know, these still could be secretaround the issue; the ARF, Levon Ter-
obstacle? such a system is dubious since, as weagreements we're not aware of. After Petrosyan, etc. They couldn’t come
So what is the interest that for- have seen, the people continue to proratification of the Protocols and no one together on the issue and that was reas-
eign powers have in Armenia? Many of test, and to work on numerous levelstalks about this, the next step is a treatysuring for the government. Secondly, as
the interests have been present ando rid the country of the regime. If the between the Republics of Armenia andvocal and vehement as the opposition
have grown since Armenia first be- West takes this option, then in order to Turkey, encompassing much more con-was, it didn’t translate into any politi-

came independent, including the im- maintain its interests, it will be forced crete details. cally. So, this is also reassuring for the
portance of Armenia’s geographic lo- to continue to ignore the voice of the But at the same time, just the fact government.
cation as pertains to trade routes andpeople, the voices fighting for basic that these offers were on the table, Interestingly enough, Turkey had

pipelines, and to her neighboring coun- human rights, and for democracy. Not maybe to the credit of Turkish negotiat- expected a much stronger reaction, in a
tries. “Regional security” has often only will it be ignoring those voices, ing strategy; maybe it all was insincere negative sense, thatdidn’t materialize. In
been cited as a reason for involvementbut it may soon need to actively sup- and justaway to bring the Armenian sidea word, both sides expected more. Tur-
by foreign powers, a reason which port the criminal regime. in. Who's to say? | wasn't in the room. key expected more because it has a
came to the forefront again with the The second option foreign enti- What's your assessment of the paranoia regarding the Armenian
Russia-Georgia war of 2008, espe-ties have is to redirect their energiesactivities of the RoA Ministry of Foreign diaspora. It thinks the diaspora is a
cially given the fact that the end of the towards helping build a security in the Affairs? What's their conception of re- powerful elephantin Washington lobby-
Nagorno-Karabakh war, after 16 years,region that is more sustainable, by gional politics and of Armenia’s place on ing circles.
is still based on the cease-fire signed insupporting, or at least not opposing,the world stage? Let's focus on the ARF as the
1994. As political relations between the voices that protest in the streets. To be honest, we see more missedmost visible opposition to the Protocols.
the West, Iran and Turkey continue to Allowing a government of the people opportunities than concrete results. InThe party has come up with something
change, Armenia has the potential toto flourish allows for the development fact, we see competent Armenian am-called a “Roadmap to Regime Change”
offer a region of stability, as it once of human and civil rights, and lays the bassadors to be the exception, not thdor Armenia. What do you make of such
did. foundations for not only short-term, rule. Whether it's the competent onestalk given the track-record of the ARF in
The fraudulent presidential elec- but long-term stability. But, such a like Tatul Margarian in Washington and RoA politics?
tions of February 2008 used to placegovernment empowered by the peoplesome others; they're the exception. Let me be honest with you. While
Serzh Sarkisian in office, as well as the offers no obvious weakness, no carrot Bu the interesting thing about the | agree with the ARF on many of the
violence and oppression of basic hu-to be dangled, and so is harder toProtocols, it revealed not only the strate-discrepancies, shortcomings and dan-
man rights used to maintain his posi- manipulate; and herein may lie the gic depth of the Armenian Foreign Min- gers from this whole process, my criti-
tion to this day, gave the United States,problem for the West, as we saw in theistry but there is an interesting problem cism of the ARF is why they waited for
Russia, Sweden, Parliamentary As-firstdecade of Armenianindependence.between Armenia and Turkey. It is the so long before leaving the coalition gov-
sembly of the Council of Europe What is actually surprising is same problem. The Armenian FM hasernment. In other words, they have
(PACE), the Organization for Security what appears to be the minimal amountbeen playing a secondary role. All of this become too invested in the stability of
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), of research done by foreign govern-is from President Sargsyan’s office. In the Kocharyan term, etc, and it tended to
and others the bartering chip they ments into the present Armenian situ- Turkey, it's the same. It all comes from co-opt the ARF. And to be honest,
needed to force the issues of Nagorno-ation. Inthe U.S., important decisions the Turkish President office and that of whether it's the authoritarian nature, the
Karabakh and Turkish relations to the are based on discussions with mem-the Prime Minister; not from the foreign arrogance of power, the corruption, the
table. And with the question of bers of the ruling Armenian regime, ministry. lack of democracy...March 1, 2008,
Sarkisian'sillegitimacy dangling like a and Diasporan organizations such as In fact, the Turkish Foreign Min- was the final test when the ARF should
carrot, Armenia’s ruling regime made the Armenian National Committee istry is still not convinced that this is a have pulled out of the coalition. All this
concessions that no prior Armenian (ANC) and the Armenian Assembly of wise move, mainly because their de-talk by the ARF is too little, too late, in
government was ready to make. But,America (AAA). The upcoming meet- mands regarding ASALA and the killings my opinion.
as stated before, pressure and coering requested by the U.S. State De-of Turkish diplomats is nowhere on the The interesting division, though, is
cion by foreign powers for their own partmentis justanother series of movestable. And they have been obstructingbetween the ARF outside Armenia and
state interests is no surprise. in a game, meant to give the appearthe process in a turf war with Gul and the party here in Armenia. Many of the
What is only a little surprising is ance, and to convince themselves, thaErdogan. That's why Davutoglu was leaders of the ARF now in Armenia are
that when given the opportunity, thesethe U.S. is truly interested in the ideasappointed over Babacan; to bring themtoo close to government circles and
foreign entities are willing to put so and concerns of the Diaspora. In theon board. On the Armenian side, it's the share certain vested interest with the
much effort toward supporting a gov- list of invitees there are no Diasporan same thing, where it's not Nalbandian, regime. | think the ordinary rank and file
ernment which is so clearly not one organizations that are truly pro-de- the foreign minister, who's negotiating party members in the diaspora are not
desired by the people. And as such,mocracy, but not for lack of Arme- for Armenia. It's been Arman only unaware of the relationships be-
one has to ask how stable it really is.nians in the Diaspora who are pro- Kirakossian, the Deputy Foreign Minis- tween party leaders here and the govern-
When women and youths take to thedemocracy. Rather, it is due to anter. This is also interesting because itment, and if they did, | think they would
streets despite beatings and intimida-intentional shut-out by the other orga- reflects the general tendency of thisbe very upset.
tion, it is clear that the voice of oppo- nizations, a shut-out quietly acceptedArmenian government that all crucial As | said; it's too little, too late. |
sition is alive and well. The present by the State Department because itdecisions are made by the president an@ncourage it, it's the right move, but it's
regime has stayed in power only makes their job that much easier. Ano one else. just not enough.
through the use of violence and intimi- strategy being paralleled by PACE, Getting back to President Butagain, why should the ordinary
dation, and has developed its ownwho recently accepted an Armenian Sargsyan’s trip to the diaspora, was he diasporan wait for a press release from
oligarchies, feudal territories, and fam- delegation that now has no oppositionsurprised by the reaction he received? a specific organization to act? They
ily ties to perpetuate itself. We are left representation. He was called a ‘traitor’ by some. There should stand up now. And the next time
to wonder if that is the stability on At this upcoming meeting, weretimeswhenthe manlooked visibly in the summer that they come here
which the U.S. and others are depend-Clinton will hear the same discussions shaken. Was he? instead of smiling at a photo-op with this
ing. And why shouldn’t they? The she has always heard: Genocide rec- Yes, he was shaken. He didn't or that official, they should put these
world for centuries has been run by ognition, concerns about Turkey, con- expect demonstrations and such a vocalpeople on the carpet and raise these
families and oligarchies, and many of cerns about Nagorno Karabakh. Asinyourface, opposition. Mainly because issues.
those have been stable. the list stands now, no one at thatthe people around the president, just like What are the real possibilities for
Many academicians and politi- meeting will question U.S. govern- the Byzantine or Sovietsystem, are peoplepositive change in Armenia? Is the
cians have asked whether security pro-ment cooperation with an oppressivewho generally want to tell him what he opposition, such as it is, capable of
moted by democracy offers the most wants to hear and don’t tell him the bad
long-term stability — there is no obvi- Continuedonpage4 news, ifthereisanytotell. | think he was Continued onpage 4



Massis weekly

FEBRUARY 06, 2010

Armenian Bar Association
Annual Scholarship Program

that it is accepting applications for its Fifth Annual Scholarship Program
Program is designed to support meritorious students of Armenian d
attending, or accepted for admission to, an approved law school in the

States, Armenia or elsewhere. Recipients must demonstrate an outs
academic record as well as a strong commitment to the Armenian com

particularly in humanitarian and/or law-related endeavors. The Schol
Program is primarily funded by donations and by fundraising events hos|

Armenian Bar Association supports Armenian law students through its
programs and events including the mentorship and internship prograrn
presentations by legal scholars.

“Last year, we awarded three scholarships under the Scholarshi
gram, and we are very glad that we can continue to support Armenian s
studying law. The Armenian Bar Association is committed to helping stu
who have shown superior academic achievement and who contribute
Armenian communities in which they live,” said Christine Engustian, co-
of the Armenian Bar Association’s Grants Committee. Amy Hoogasial
chair and Nana Chibukhchian are also on the Grants Committee.

ship should obtain an application at the Armenian Bar Association’s w
(www.armenianbar.org).

The application deadline is March 31, 2010. The application must
be postmarked by March 31, 2010 or if e-mailed, it should be received n
than midnight (PST) of March 31, 2010.

The Armenian Bar Association is the largest organization of Arme

Analyst Richard Giragosian

Continued frompage 1 interestingly, if we look at the instru-

ments of power that the government

LOS ANGELES -- The Armenian Bar Association is pleased to annquncéormulating such change? Are the has, that any state has, they no longer

. Thpeople looking for new faces, new ap- have a monopoly on that power. In other
bsceirbaches, to the entrenched and sys- words, there were divisions within the

Uniteematic problems that exist? police, security service, that revealed
anding Let me point something out to and reflected divisions within society

unistart. When we talk about Armeniabeing and that scared the former president
rshigp small, in terms of population and much more than the people camped out
ed bgrritory, from an American perspec- in Opera Square. Now there’s mistrust

the Armenian Bar Association. In addition to the Scholarship Progran, thive, it's usually conveyed as a negative.and a lack of reliance, even on the

ariedind itis a negative. But we always forget instruments of power. And | think that’s
s atindhit there’s a positive side as well. Beinga good thing for democracy and the
so small means it's much easier to imple-ordinary Armenian citizen.
b Prorent real lasting change if and when On a personal note, you have
detttsre’s the political will or the political been living and working in Armenia
entspportunity. Once we embark on true for three years. What positives and
to tHemocratic and economic reform in Ar- negatives, in terms of progress and
chaimenia, then it won't be long until the development have you observed; espe-
, coeountry really takes off. Because it's so cially in the public sector?
small the country is conducive to real To me the most obvious positive

Students interested in applying for an Armenian Bar Association scholaprogress. The impact from real changedevelopment is ironically a result of the

bsitwill be doubled or tripled. worst experience | have observed —
Sadly, despite the end of apathy, March 1st — because, in my opinion,
bithehere’s still an entrenched cynicism. No March 1, 2008, changed Armenia in two
b latpolitical party or figure is playing the ways. The Armenian people changed
socio-economic card of injustice. because of March 1st. They are no
niaMhere’s no real populism. There's no longer as apathetic, no longer content

lawyers in the world.

real grassroots political activity. People with complete political disengagement;

Turkish Prime Minister Blasts Karabakh Mediators

Continued frompage 1

Medvedev of Russia. Citing Turkish to maximize this, then I think, people are
diplomatic sources, “Hurriyet Daily waiting for such an opportunity.
cated that the Turkish parliament, in News” reported that Gul raised

are used to this and are cynical andthey are reaching a tipping point. And
frustrated. But, if and when a true leaderthere is no possibility of returning to the
tries to emerge, or a true democrat triespre-March 1st status quo, in my opinion.
The second interesting develop-
ment coming out of March 1st is that, if
The real hope | have is that the the Armenian people have changed, the

which his Justice and Development Ankara’s concerns about the Arme- system can no longer sustain itself. WeArmenian government has changed de-
Pa}rty has a c.Iear major'lty, will not nian court ruling with Medvedev and have a political stalemate and if that wasmonstrably. It enjoys much less legiti-
ratify the Turkish-Armenian normal- urged Moscow to press Yerevan to all, the system could maintain its power. macy and is more unpopular than any

ization agreements signed in Octoberaddress them.
unless the Minsk Group efforts yield a “We need a clarification as

breakthrough.
According to “Today’s Zaman,”
Erdogan also reiterated

ing by Armenia’s Constitutional Court for Karabakh peace.
runs counter to the Turkish-Armenian

But it's the economic crisis on top of a preceding Armenian government. It is
to political stalemate that will tip the scales. much weaker as a result. And | believe

whether the court ruling will shadow It will be forced to change from the thatthis combination is a good develop-
or restrict the protocols,” the paper pressure from within. But we don’t mentforinstituting real change in Arme-
his quoted Gul as saying. It said he alsoknow what direction Armeniawill go. It nia, in a positive way.

government’s claims that a recent rul- called on Russia to step up the searchmay go more authoritarian with a new

In terms of civil society, we have
elite that's even worse, or, finally, we adynamic civic society. We also have in

Erdogan similarly tried to get the may have a new elite that has not derivedyeneral a lack of momentum, if you will.

protocol_s. Ankara is particulquy un- Russians to seek greater Armenianfrom the Nagorno-Karabakh War and We see the same faces, the same people,
happy with the court’s conclusion that concessions to Azerbaijan for the sakemay take the country in the right direc- who are faced with brick wall imposed

the deal can not stop Armenia seekingof the Turkish-Armenian normaliza- tion.
broader international recognition of tion when he visited Moscow last

the Armenian genocide.

against civic society activity by the state,
The real problem is not the oppo- by various official and oligarchs, who

month. However, Russian Prime Min- sition, nor even the government; it's the are getting tired of smashing their head

Turkish-Armenianrelations were ister Vladimir Putin publicly told him system. Until the system is forced to against a brick wall.

reportedly on the agenda of a Sundayto drop the linkage between what open up, the opposition will only be

The negative development in civil

phone conversation between Presidentsvioscow considers two separate pro-marginalized, cannot be truly effective society is that we see a new Russian

Abdullah Gul of Turkey and Dmitry cesses.

and the authorities won't listen or care. style, pro-government, NGO camp
But at the same time, | don’t think the emerging; cheerleaders for the govern-

Letter to the Editor

Continued from page 3
tion and false assumptions.
government making unnecessary con-

push forward, based on poor informa-tween

authorities will be able to maintain their ment within civil society.

hold over the closed system and cracks At the same time, | also retain a
are already appearing, like we see be-sense of hope and optimism in the next
the Republican Party generation, which has now come of age,
(Hanrapatakan) and Prosperous Arme-mot within the Soviet system, but within

Civil engineers building a bridge nia (Bargavatch). For the first time in theindependent Armenian system. They

cessions with which the people of musttake into account not only how to recent Armenian history we see in- are much less likely to be bought off or
Armenia do not agree. No one at thatbuild a bridge that will stand, but how fighting within the government itself. co-opted and are much more frustrated
meeting will say, this is not the govern- to build it so it will last, so it can be This confirms to me that the crisis is by the status-quo and much more pissed-

ment the Armenian people chose, thismaintained, updated and repaired.

is not what the people of Armenia job is not compromised with poor imploding.

want. No one at that meeting will materials, plans, or construction,
speak with the interests of Armenia in is it rushed or allowed to be built
mind. And consequently, no one will eroded river banks.

Theserious and the system is in danger ofoff at the lack of opportunity.

You know, most of those who left
nor It's not only a clash over dwin- Armeniawere the oneswho could. Many
on dling resources. It's about Armenian who are here now, in the younger gen-

Yet, relations politics and politics here revolves around eration, have decided to stick it out and

question the fundaments of the U.S.between two nations with hundreds of presidents — the first, the former and thehave not yet given up. And | really think

strategy.
And that is exactly what the U.S. wheeled and dealed. The U.S.

government, PACE, and other foreign other foreign powers are building a isn’'t Ter-Petrosyan, but Kocharyan.
The silence bridge for their own interests, but how

powers want to hear.

regarding the ruling regime will con- long it will stand, if it stands at all,
And if and when it
be ignored. The game will be played, begins to crumble, the investments of
and all of the players will leave feeling those who built it will begin to fall as

they read their lines well. And Clinton well, and they will scratch their heads

doneit. The fundamental problem will yet to be seen.

will report saying she now under- and wonder why.
stands better the concerns of the Ar-
menian Diaspora. And the U.S. and
other foreign powers will continue to

Vahe DerMardirosian
Los Angeles

years of complex history are being current. That's what this is about, and in that the future of the country rests in the

andmany ways the bigger threat to Sargsyarhands of that generation, not mine and
not the older one. This is the optimism
These divisions even surfaced dur-that keeps me going.
is ing the events of March 1, 2008. Most

(End)
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