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New Student Enrollment, Grades: 9-12

v" College Preparatory Academic Program

v Honors or Advance Placement (AP) Level
Instruction in all subject areas

v Small Class Sizes and Individual Attention

v Visual Performing Arts Program in Dance,
Drama, Theater, Music and Choir
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v Comprehensive Armenian Curriculum
v Technology and Computer Program
v College Counseling and Admissions Guidance

v Co-curricular and Extra-Curricular Activities
including Competitive Sports

v Safe and Secure Closed Campus
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Call: (626) 794-0363

We are located at 2495 E. Mountain St, Pasadena, CA 91104
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European Parliament Adopts a Resolution Calling on Armenia to Pull
Out Its Troops From “Occupied Territories of Azerbaijan”

Armenia Says Turkey
'Squandered' Trust
As Negotiating Party

BRUSSELS -- The European Par- dum on self-determi
liament has adopted a resolution on thenation in the territory
South Caucusus (2216) calling on Ar- itself.
menia to pull out its troops from the In what appear
“occupied territories of Azerbaijan”.  to be a message prim

The non-binding resolution rily addressed t

Armenian President Serzh Sarkisian
has again accused Turkey of foiling a
rapprochement that would end nearly a
century of feud between the two neigh-

adopted by the EU legislature last Thurs-Azerbaijan, the resoly
day does not specify whether the Ar-tion also says the E
menian side should pull out of only legislature “condemn

Azerbaijani districts surrounding the idea of a military _..\

Karabakh or the region as well. It only solution” to the dis
rejects the notion that “Nagorno- pute. Itfurther stresse
Karabakh includes all occupied that“the Armenia-Tur
Azerbaijanilands surrounding Nagorno- key rapprochemer
Karabakh.” and the OSCE Mins

Nor does the resolution, drafted Group negotiations af

boring states.

He stressed that Ankara “has
wasted its stock of confidence as a
partner in negotiations” by advancing
preconditions and breaking the agreed
terms of the process that came to a
standstill last month.

Sarkisian made the statement dur-
ing a Tuesday meeting with NATO Sec-
retary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen

by Bulgarian Socialist lawmaker Evgeni separate processes tha.

Kirilov, explain whether the Armenian should move forward along their own
troop pullout should start immediately rationales.” Foreign Minister and the speeches by Sarkisian had announced late last
and unconditionally or after the signing Opposition leaders described the coalition MPs about Resolution 2216 by month the suspension of the parliamen-
of a comprehensive Armenian- European Parliamentresolution as pro-the European Parliament testify to thetary ratification of the Turkish-Arme-
Azerbaijani agreement. The latter con- Azerbaijani, blaming the Sarkisian ad- fact that the ruling authorities are totally nian normalization protocols in Armenia
dition is a key element of the so-called ministration for it. Levon Zurabian, a unaware of the anti-Armenian processesand in doing so, in particular, cited
Madrid Principles of settling conflict leader of the opposition Armenian Na- taking place in the region and are com-Ankara’s repeated attempts to set pre-
that have been proposed the U.S., Rustional Congress (HAK), charged that pletely devoid of the ability to have any conditions and its failure to honor com-
sian and French mediators co-chairingthe document’s passage was a “dis-influence on them,” reads the statementmitments regarding the timeframe of the
the OSCE Minsk Group. graceful defeat” for Armenian diplo- Further it says that the indiffer- ratification of the deal.

The European Parliament did make macy. ence of the Armenian authorities to- In his address to the nation in late
clear that it supports the Madrid docu- Parliamentary opposition party wards the unacceptable actions of theApril, Sarkisian, however, said he had
ment and the mediators’ efforts to have"Heritage" has released a statement sayTurkish-Azerbaijani tandem are gradu- decided not to withdraw Yerevan’s sig-
it accepted by the conflicting parties. ing that the formulations about the ally becoming a serious threat for the nature from the agreements inked last
The proposed framework accord calls Karabakh-Azerbaijani conflictfoundin Armenian nation and may cause irre- October at the request of the United
forthe "liberation” of virtually all Arme-  the resolution are notin line with reality, versible losses to the territorial integ- States, Russia and other foreign powers
nian-controlled territories around and most importantly, are apparently rity, security and pan-national interests that have strongly supported his policy
Karabakh in return for a future referen- pro-Azerbaijani. of the two Armenian states. of rapprochement with Turkey.

as part of his continuing visit to Belgium,
“The evaluations by Armenia’s his press office reported.

Congressman Schiff Submits Armenian
Genocide Survival Stories into the

Congressional Record

Four Stories Are First Contributions to Armenian Genocide
Congressional Record Project

WASHINGTON, DC -- Rep.
Adam Schiff (D-CA) has submitted
four stories from survivors of the
Armenian Genocide to be included in
the Congressional Record — the first
four of many submissions the Con-
gressman has received as part of th
new Armenian Genocide Congressional
Record Project.

“Itis difficult if notimpossible to
find an Armenian family not touched
by the genocide, and this is an oppor-
tunity to make their experiences part|
of the national record,” Rep. Schiff
said. “Through the Armenian Geno-
cide Congressional Record Project, | STEPANAKERT -- Voters in which four political parties with a total
hope to document the harrowing sto- Karabakh went to the polls on Sunday of 82 candidates on their slates were
ries of the survivors in an effort to the Ottoman Empire from 1915 to to elect their fifth parliament since the vying for 17 seats in parliament. The
preserve their accounts and to helpl923. Rep. Schiff continues to en- unrecognized Armenian republic broke other seats in the 33-seat body were
educate the Members of Congress nowcourage survivors of the genocide andfree from Azerbaijan’s control in the contested by 44 candidates in single-
and in the future on the necessity oftheir families from throughout the early 1990s. More than 70 percent of mandate constituencies. The legisla-
recognizing the Armenian Genocide.” country to participate in the project by some 95,000 eligible voters turned outture in Karabakh is elected for a five-

The Armenian Genocide Con- sending in the stories of what hap-to vote in the elections, according to year term.
gressional Record Project, pioneeredpened to their family during the geno- Karabakh’s central election commis- The preliminary results published
by Rep. Schiff, is part of an ongoing cide. sion. by the Karabakh Central Election Com-
effort to parallel H. Res. 252, the Con- Interested people could send their More than 50 international ob- mission (CEC) on Monday showed
gressional resolution he sponsored tofamily’s story to Mary Hovagimian in servers and 30 international media hadkarabakh Prime Minister Ara
recognize and commemorate the genoRep. Schiff's Pasadena office at turned to the Karabakh authorities for Harutiunian’s Free Fatherland party as
cide carried out against Armenians by mary.hovagimian@mail.house.gov. monitoring or covering the electionsin leading the vote witbnsiooee 46 pegeént.

Karabakh Holds Parliamentary Elections

Women hold their passports as they go to a polling station
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Armenian Opposition Holds Rally in Gyumri  Kilicdaroglu Elected Main Opposition Party

Leader in Turkey: Is He an Armenian?

ANKARA -- A Turkish MP from
Istanbul, allegedly having Armenian
roots, has been elected as leader of th
Turkish largest opposition Peoples
Republican Party of Turkey.

Interestingly, Kemal Kilicdaroglu
was the only candidate to this position.

Turkish media touched upon
Kilicdaroglu’s possible Armenian roots
first during the 2009 municipal elec-
tions when he was competing for the
position of Istanbul’s mayor. Some of
the Turkish media outlets reported that
his mother Emush was an Armenian
national who was living in Dersim,
Tunceli Province, Turkey. The alleged Armenian roots of

“My mother may be an Arme- Kilicdaroglu’s mother had caused a
nian, a Kurd and a Greek but my love serious incident. An Armenian national
for her will not decrease because of Raffi Hermon had been beaten during
that,” Kilicdaroglu said on an occasion the 2009 election campaign for having

GUMRI--Members of Armenia’s issue of the natural gas price rise.while showered with questions about welcomed Kilicdaroglu with a poster
main opposition alliance held a public Many families in Gyumri, which is his mother during the election cam- reading in Armenian “Dear
rally in the country’s second largest known for its relatively cold springs, paign. Kilicdaroglu, welcome to Kinali Ada.”
city of Gyumri on Monday during still continue to heat their houses using
which they again denounced the poli- natural gas heaters.
cies of the current government and “Itis ruled out that people can live .. . .
called for snap elections. well in a country whose president is the Restriction of Freedom of Assembly in Armenia

Aram Manukian, a senior mem- wealthiestmaninit,” charged Bagratian, YEREVAN -- Armenia’s human quests for public rallies in 2009 and
ber of the former president Levon Ter- leveling his criticism at Armenia’s rights defender has criticized the au-particularly so far this year and the
Petrosian-led Armenian National Con- former president Robert Kocharian.  thorities for failing to show full com- number of rejections isn't that large
gress (HAK), said the choice of the Aram Sargsian, the leader of the mjtment to the principles of freedom correspondingly, because it is not a
venue for the rally was not ‘acciden- opposition Hanrapetutyun party, of assembly. In an ad hoc report un-pre-election period now. The same
tal’ since, according to him, Gyumri blamed the government for allowing a yeiled in Yerevan on Tuesday, Om- problems, however, may recur during
had provided the broadest response tdcuropean Parliamentresolution calling pudsman Armen Harutiunian also pre-election periods, as the legislation
the opposition’s campaign against the“for the withdrawal of Armenian forces plamed certain vague provisions in theremains the same,” he said.
rise in natural gas prices in April. from all occupied territories of cyrrent legislation for the situation. The ombudsman’s latest report
Manukian also called Armenia’s north- Azerbaijan.” The report reviews the situation does not refer to cases of violence,
ern province of Shirak “an islet of “This is a very dangerous resolu- yjith the freedom of assembly in Ar- police detentions and criminal prosecu-
freedom”. Three local television sta- tion. | consider this resolution to be the menia since the 2008 presidential elec-tion applied against oppositionists par-
tions had run announcements ahead ofast warning for the Republic of Arme- tjon till today. It concludes that the ticipatingin marches of protestin 2009.
the planned opposition rally in Gyumri, nia,” said Sargsian. principles of “state obligation to pro- It only says that citizens’ right to hold
something that the opposition’s rallies And Armenia’s former deputy tect peaceful rallies, exclusion of dis- marches appeared to be ‘less protected’
never get in capital Yerevan. prosecutor-general Gagik Jahangiriancrimination and other principles” have than the right to stage rallies.

Addressing thousands of opposi- raised the issue of more than a dozerpeen violated. Harutiunian said he planned to
tion supporters in Gyumri's central jailed oppositionists who, he said, re- “The conduct of public authori- come up with a new draft law to try to
square, Armenia’s former prime min- main unbending despite their poor healthties in many cases gives reasons tdill in the gaps in the existing legisla-
ister Hrant Bagratian again raised theconditions and ‘unfair isolation’. assume that they fail to fully appreciate tion.
the importance of freedom of assem- The ombudsman acknowledged
bly,” Harutiunian said during the pre- the existence of violations in the prac-
sentation of the report. tice of applying laws, but would not be

According to the data published drawn into a discussion of the ‘demo-
inthe report, the authorities of Yerevan cratic credentials’ of the current gov-
rejected more than 80 requests forernment.
holding public rallies in the city in “An ombudsman is not a politi-
2008. cian and this is not a political report,”

“There were not that many re- Harutiunian underscored.

Thousands of opposition supporters in Gyumri’s central square

Human Rights Defender Sees Continued

Victims, Civic Activists Decry ‘Mild Sentence’
in Child Abuse Trial

YEREVAN --Victims ) TS
and civic activists in Armef: .I"é et T
nia have met with anger afid 'r'[ Pl T

dismay the decision of af_E-T:
- 1

court which, on Monday}

sentenced a former boand-_ N LR result of that decision, he said, manyway.”
ing school teacher, who ha I | FH E:';L'.'L pieces of evidence in the case remained Mariam Sukhudian, who was the
> -+ L

admitted having sexually a

| Clye uninvestigated and a number of wit- firstto alert the media about the conduct
physically abused his st

nesses remained unquestioned. Henceyf the teacher, said those who stood

dents, to only two years i
prison.

The judge in the hig
profile trial in Yerevan saif
among the mitigating ci

cumstances for the sente &von Avagian facing child abuse charges walkin
was that Levon Avagian g 9 9 9

. . away from aprotestin Yerevan
59, had no previous crimi- y P

nal record, was positively characterized sentence, according to which under theprison. We think this is the sentence that

Hayrapetian said, the sentence could nobehind Avagian should also be held re-
be longer than two thirds of the maxi- sponsible. “Without hearing the victims
mum punishment. and examining the evidence they staged
“The maximum sentence was to aspeedy trial. Had the witnesses spoken,
have been five yearsin prison. Due to thethe list of criminals would have been
efforts of the counsel for the prosecu- extended. We demand that the whole
tion and the defense the maximum sen-ruth be revealed,” Sukhudian told RFE/
tence was lowered to 40 months in RL.
The prosecutor, who initially de-

[by the school administration], had first count Avagian was sentenced to sixshould have been passed in this case,inanded 18 months in prison for Avagian,
shown repentance and admitted his guilt. months in prison and under the secondsaid Hayrapetian, adding that the casesaid he was not going to appeal the
The court found it proved that was sentenced to 18 months in prisonwas an acid test for the state’s attitudesentence. Avagian’'s defense attorney
while working as an Armenian language was met with perplexity and anger in the towards such crimes in Armenia. refused to answer media questions.
and literature teacher at Nubarashencourtroom. Avagian, who hadn’tbeenin “This was a very unfair trial,” one The Nubarashen scandal has raised
School #11 for children with special pretrial detention, wasimmediately taken of the five underage victims in the case, more questions about Armenia’s board-
needs in 2006-2008 Avagian committed into custody. 17-year-old Hasmik Sinanian, told RFE/ ing schools, which are primarily sup-
“violent obscene acts” against children Representative of the victims’ side RL after the conclusion of the trial. posed to educate orphans and disabled
aged below 16. Avagian was found guilty Tigran Hayrapetian told RFE/RL thatthe “Two years is too short a sentence. Hechildren. They have long been notori-
under two parts of Article 142 of the decision on a speedy trial that followed [Avagian] should have been sentencedous for a lack of transparency, poor
Criminal Code of Armenia. Avagian’s admitting his guilt contributed to at least four years. He will not even sanitary conditions and ill-treatment of
The judge’s announcement of the to the mitigation of the sentence. As arealize his guilt and will not admit it this students.
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Is “Reconciliation” Compatible With Justice?

Editor’s Note: While we do not share all the opinions expressed in this |ar with Hayastansi tourists and Arme- dedicated to “Turkish-Armenian Friend-
artiCIe, yet we believe that the SUbjeCt issue (the neCESSity of reViSiting nians in Russia.” Was Sanamyan’sship_” The 100-foot h|gh Scu|pture of
Armenian-Turkish relations) is one that has to be discussed widely in as purpose to emphasize that the Turkstwo human figures facing one another
many forums a possible. A lot of serious questions have been raised in thewere not hostile but instead shared alooked more like a confrontation be-
article that need to be addressed and discussed openly, in an effort to culture of hospitableness with Arme- tween combatants. Even Sanamyan him-
formulate a proper approach/response to this recent Turkish initiative of njans? Did he wish for us to conclude self admitted he didn't like the monu-
“rapprochement” to the Republic of Armenia as well as Diasporan entities.  that Armenian tourists from Russia and ment, but called it “ a good effort.”

Armenia appear to have no beef with Visting the Akhorian (Arpa-Chai)

By Lucine Kasbarian Foreign Policy, National Security Net- Turkey, and thus it was high time for the River near Ani was “the reason we
work, The Century Foundation, and Diaspora to follow suit? came,” said Sanamyan, as TEPAV/TOBB
On Wednesday May 12, at the New America Foundation — all of which The TEPAV website notes thatthe have “a dream to restore the ancient

Armenian Library and Museum of generally promote policies from a US delegation met with President Gul, For- bridge between Turkey and Armenia as
America (ALMA) in Watertown, Mas- government establishment perspective.eign Minister Davutoglu, Foreign Minis- a symbol of friendship.” Sanamyan said
sachusetts, editors Emil Sanamyan ofDid it occur to Sanamyan and Mouradiantry Ambassador Sinirlioglu, Deputy that Ani had the potential to become a
the Armenian Reporter and Khatchig that two Armenians from comparatively Undersecretary Yenel, US Ambassadormajor tourist destination. Though he
Mouradian of the Armenian Weekly small newspapers fit in rather awk- to Turkey Jeffrey, Turkish political party noted that Turks had removed many of
spoke about their recent trip to Turkey wardly with this group? leaders, and the Turkish-American Busi- the Armenian inscriptions and motifs on
sponsored by TEPAV —a Turkish think Did it not also seem strange to the ness Council, among others. This andancient monuments “to neutralize the
tank that has recently been promotingtwo that they would be invited to join a the subsequent reportage of the othehistory ofthe place,” Sanamyan said that
Turkish-Armenian relations. TEPAV is delegation headed by former US Ambas-delegates show that the trip may have‘real things that weren’t done before [in
funded by TOBB, the Union of Cham- sador to Turkey Morton Abramowitz, a been more political than Sanamyan indi- Ani] are being done, even if it is a slow
bers and Commodity Exchanges of Tur-notorious genocide denier? When askectated. (Dispatches published by somechange.”
key. later what was going through their minds writers in the delegation are available Sanamyan closed by saying that
ALMA Executive Director Mariam  whenthey accepted the invite, Sanamyarhere: http://www.tepav.org.tr/eng/ the “new elite” in Turkey in the last 10
Stepanyan welcomed the audience aftereplied that “Abramowitz’s views have index.php?type=event&cid=198 ) years is looking for “a new modus oper-
which moderator Marc Mamigonian, evolved.” However, Abramowitz’s dis- Instead of traveling to Cappadoccia andi.” “Since Turkey wishes to become
Academic Affairs Director of the Na- patches about the trip, available onwith the delegation, Sanamyan andone of the largest powers in the world,”
tional Association for Armenian Studies TodaysZaman.com, demonstrated oth-Mouradian were flown to Kars and Ani. Sanamyan said, “they view the Arme-
and Research (NAASR), opened by not-erwise. Why did Sanamyan defend There, hoteliers explained thatlocal Turks nian issue as something that world pow-
ing that there was no formal title for the Abramowitz, who still opposes the US hoped the border with Armenia would ers can use against them. And so it is
evening’s program because the trip wasCongressional Genocide Resolution? open soon, that the locals would benefit,seeking different avenues to cope with
not necessarily part of what would be Sanamyan said he returned fromand that “Diasporan tourists such asthe Armenian issue.” Sanamyan'’s pre-
termed “Turkish-Armenian reconcilia- the trip “looking at” what he called ‘the yourselves would visit.” sentation and parting words only em-
tion or relations.” phasized what has been obvious to this
Mamigonian said the reasonis “not writer and others: The only “change” is
because we can’t trust the Turks or Turkey’s strategy. It hopes that by act-
because Turks are all alike, or because o ing conciliatory it will improve itsimage
any other negative stereotype that Arme and the economy of an impoverished
niansrejectwhen applied to themselves.’ region using income generated from the
Such stereotypes, he continued, “would descendants of evicted Armenians.
be as ignorant as assuming that th “Reconciliation” advocates seem
Turkish government’s position on Ar- to think that Armenians can be per-
menians is the same as the Turkis suaded to sacrifice their dignity and
people’s position.” The latter, quest for justice in exchange for visita-
Mamigonian continued, “has changed . a3 h tion rights to Turkish-occupied Western
somewhat, though such profound Cover art for new DVD, “Western Armenia: Lost Motherland,” N Armenia. Stripping sacred cities of their

WESTERN ARMENIA

changes as their recognizing the Arme-directed and produced by Hayk Harutyunyan, AZD Productions Armenian identity and converting them
nian Genocide haven't happened yet.” into tourist destinations with the inten-

From his disjointed remarks, this writer Armenian-Turkish experience’“inanew To this writer, it sounded as if tion of extracting wealth from Arme-
concluded that Mamigonian may have light.” He said, “The Armenian-Turkish TEPAV and TOBB were trying to keep nians does not correct historic injus-
been trying to warm up the audience toexperience for Armenians is the Geno-the Turkish-Armenian Protocols alive tices, respect the humanity of the Arme-
the idea of “reconciliation,” as the cide, while the Armenian-Turkish expe- by touting the alleged benefits of a bor- nian people, or their indigenous rights on
evening’s program seemed, in most re-rience for Turks is terrorism and the der opening so that the Armenian jour- those lands. Under such circumstances,
spects, to be an attempt to convinceGenocide resolution.” This writer must nalists would convey that to their isit accurate to call the junket to Turkey
attendees that new efforts to establishask: Are such generalizations accurateDiaspora. We can take Sanamyan’sa “remarkable event,” as ALMA's
“Turkish-Armenian relations” were un- And was Sanamyan saying that thesewords as a clear signal that the TurkishStepanyan and NAASR’s Mamigonian
derway. alleged “experiences” are simply two governmentis still dangling the promise did in their introductory remarks?

Prior to editing the Armenian Re- equally valid sides of the same story? Hisof a border opening before Armenians, Khatchig Mouradian, editor of the
porter, the Baku-born Sanamyan wascomments seemed to contradicteven though many Armenian econo- Armenian Weekly and a doctoral candi-
employed by the Armenian Assembly of Mamigonian’s introductory remarks mists, policy analysts, politicians and date in Holocaust and Genocide Studies
America, which works closely with the about spurning stereotyping. Sanamyanothers have expressed skepticism that ainder Prof. Taner Akcam at Clark Uni-
US State Department. While his initial gave an example of how “ ‘the weight of border opening would benefit Armenia’s versity in Massachusetts, began by stat-
impression of TEPAV’s invitation was history’ is present in Turkey.” In the economy, people, and national security.ing that he wouldn't repeat what his
that it was “intended to be a brainwash-Foreign Ministry building, he saw “a Sanamyan was taken to an Arme-articles had already described about the
ing trip,” Sanamyan noted that, by trip’s plaque dedicated to Turkish diplomats nian church in Kars that had been con-trip. He said that during the delegation’s
end, if that had been the intent it wasslain by Armenians during the terrorism verted into a mosque. Most of its Chris- meeting with Davutoglu, the foreign
“done in a very advanced and unnotice-period.” Sanamyan also said he wastian elements had been removed. Heminister “laid out a massive plan for
able way, and this experience was by far‘irked somewhat” as he traveled along observed that the Turks took great painsengaging the Armenians.” Presumably,
a greater opportunity for the visiting “Talaat Pasha Boulevard,” named afterto avoid using wording on any signage Davutoglu has now turned his gaze on
delegation than it was for the hosts.” He one of the masterminds of the Genocide that would identify the Armenian origin the Diaspora. Will he make a mess of
also said that influential Turkish organi- By raising the points above, of the structures around Kars and Ani.that, too, as he did when he engaged
zations had arranged for the delegationSanamyan seemed to be trying to stefEven so, Sanamyan said, “there seem#rmenia through the Protocols?
to meet with high-level government of- into the role of intermediary by throwing to be effort from the Turkish govern- Mouradian said he attended the
ficials. a bone to the Turkish as well as thement to change this.” A former mayor April 24 demonstrations in Turkey, the

It is unclear if Sanamyan realizes Armenian communities in an effort to of Kars supports Turkish-Armenian rec- largest of which attracted two hundred
that the trip was the Turks’ way of equalize history. Itis also not clear what onciliation “so that,” in Sanamyan’s people. One such event was an annual
trying to butter up Sanamyan and Sanamyan has seen in “a new light.” words, “Turkey can develop business invigil by the Kurdish mothers of sons and
Mouradian, give them the soft-sell and During the junket, Sanamyan said, Kars.” What this writer heard is that daughters lost in the fight against the
make them feelimportant. According to “very little politics were discussed, but “reconciliation” is good for the Turkish Turkish army. The mothers and others
TEPAV’s website, the rest of the delega- lots of hospitality was extended.” He economy and publicimage. Butis itgood held photos of their children as well as of
tion was comprised of journalists and made a point of telling the audience of for restorative justice for Armenians? Armenianintellectuals slainin 1915. The
policy experts from the Wall Street Jour- how lavish Turkish hospitality was. Sanamyan showed a slide projec-
nal, The New Republic, Forbes.com, Sanamyan described Turkey as “popu-tion of the unfinished statue in Kars Continued onpage 4
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Is “Reconciliation” Compatible With Justice?

Continued frompage 3 return.” Mouradian replied that “at al- aptitude, to become an emissary and ayenocide is still ongoing even after the

most every meeting, the Turks deflectedde-facto negotiator. More and more, physical elimination of a people has oc-
latter photos were provided by Ragip the question, instead making remarksDiasporan Armenians are talkingtoworld curred. If Turkey is to be trusted at this
Zarakolu, the Turkish publisher/human such as ‘We have so much in common.leaders. Is dialogue with Turkey appro- juncture, it must halt the genocide still in
rights activist. Our home’s engraved door was made bypriate at this time? Are we prepared for progress today.

Nearby were other demonstrations: an Armenian. Our peoples both eatit? Do we have a clear agenda and The TEPAYV junket demonstrated
one by Turkish genocide deniers anddoima.” Sanamyan added that “the strategy? Who speaks for the Diasporazhat the Turkish government is neither
another by progressive Turks. The reality is that Armenians lost those lands All of this leads to some funda- repentant nor ready to face history.
latter displayed banners about the “sharedand that the Treaty of Sevres is not amental questions: In the absence of aTurkish officials look upon the “Arme-
pain” that they claim Turks and Arme- validtreaty,”to whichincredulous laugh- rigorous pursuit of justice by the Repub- nian issue” as a war that needs to be
nians experienced in 1915 and otherter could be heard from some in thelic of Armenia, what is the collective won, not an opportunity to come clean
times. Of the second demonstration,audience. Armenian agenda? Whatare our nationaland join the family of civilized nations.
Mouradian noted that a bystander may “How do we proceed when an goals vis-a-vis Turkey? Have the tradi- Mamigonianin his opening remarks
not have discerned that Armenians, notunrepentant Turkey still poses a threat totional Diasporan political parties and or- said that we should not generalize that
Turks, had been the real victims of modern Armenia?” was another ques-ganizations spelled out their agendas‘we can't trust the Turks.” But in view
genocide. A third gathering featured tion. Neither panelist gave a clear an-and are they actively pursuing them? Doof the above actions by Turkey, how can
speakers talking openly about the Geno-swer. Yet another audience membermost Armenians feel comfortable hav- Armenians develop a trusting attitude?
cide. asked, “Turkish propaganda is chang-ing the established organizations repre- And while we are on the subject of

Mouradian said that the main rea- ing, and is more sugar-coated. How dosent their interests? trust, where is the openness that should
son he went to Turkey was to attend theArmenians deal with it?” Mouradian In the final analysis, what was to exist among Armenian p0|itica| parties,
“Armenian Genocide and its Conse- responded, “the tactics have changedbe gained and lost from this trip? Do organizations, the press and the commu-
quences” conference organized by thebut the [Turkish] strategy is the same. journalist junkets and conferences thatnities they serve? Transparency and
Ankara Freedom of Thought Initiative. We must challenge their discourse. Weengage the Turks serve the Armeniantrust are sorely lacking. For example, a
Initially cancelled, it eventually went can'ttalk aboutthe Genocide only in the national interest? Aside from the repara-number of public events have been orga-
forward because, said Mouradian, thecontext of [building] democracy [in tions panel, are such trips propagandanized for the Armenian communities of
government did not wish to be seen asTurkey] but also justice. You must make victories for Turks? If this was a the eastern United States in which indi-
censoring such a high-profile confer- your points at every opportunity.” “fishing expedition,” did Armenianslearn viduals such as Hasan Cemal (grandson
ence while allegedly seeking rapproche- When audience questions revealedanything new, or present “the Armenian of Genocide mastermind Cemal Pasha),
ment with Armenia. The conference skepticism of the trip's success and position” to Turks in a persuasive way? Turkish historian Halil Berktay, and even
was attended by some two hundredvalue for Armenians, Mouradian ac- For several years now, we've beenthe great granddaughter of US Ambas-
people under tight security and featuredcused questioners of concocting “con-told that Turkey is changing. In that sador to Turkey Henry Morgenthau,
scholars from Turkey and the Diaspora. spiracy theories” while sitting comfort- time, we’'ve endured the assassination ofPamela Steiner, have participated. In
Among the panelists were Worcester ably in their homes in the Diaspora. He Hrant Dink by a Turkish national, Turk- their talks, one or more have spoken
State College Prof. Henry Theriault and added that their unfounded criticisms ish perfidy surrounding the Protocols, about “joint historical commissions,”
Mouradian, who said that it was the first offend “activists who have spenttime in Turkish claims that Genocide resolu- “Turkish pain,” and against territorial
time in Turkey that a conference “dis- prison for protesting against the Turkish tions harm “reconciliation” efforts, Turk- claims, among other things. These events
cussed the history of 1915, confiscationstate. “ He said it was “an insult to thoseish preconditions regarding Karabagh have upset and even re-traumatized Ar-
of Armenian properties and reparations.” who critique this process by saying and Western Armenian territorial claims, menians. Why have Armenian organiza-

According to Mouradian, panelist there is a right and wrong way of doing Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan’s threat tions collaborated with individuals who
Sevan Nishanian, a Turkish Armenian things.” It seemed as if Mouradian was to deport Armenians, and more. carry such messages to us?
scholar and Agos newspaper contribu-saying that privileged Armenians and If Turkey is changing, why are we Perhaps the most helpful thing that
tor, became livid after hearing Prof. others may participate in and criticize not seeing that change — or honestcame out of the ALMA event was the
Theriaultdiscuss reparations. Nishaniancurrent Turkish-Armenian dialogue dealings—inthe government's policies, realization that the ill-fated Turkish-Ar-
disavowed reparations, saying that hemethods, but that the Armenian commu-actions and negotiating stances? Turkeymenian Reconciliation Commission’s
himself desired only that a street in nity-at-large was not allowed to critique continuesto erase and rename ArmeniaffTARC's) “Track Il Diplomacy” is back
Istanbul be named after the slain Arme-the privileged few or articulate their cities, eradicate Armenian elements andin effect. Only this time, our Armenian
nian journalist Hrant Dink. Nishanian disapproval. Mouradian went on to rep- symbols from their surroundings and organizations are on board — but with-
admonished the Diasporan Armenianrimand members of the audience, shoutremove references to the existence ofout the knowledge or consent of the
panelists: “As guests, you can say whating, “Your comments disregard any Armenians. These actions tell us thatArmenian Diaspora.
you want and then leave. We who live in change that is going on in Turkey! We
Turkey must deal with the conse- must stop talking to ourselves! Arme- Karabakh Holds Parliamentary Elections
guences.” Apparently, Turkish intellec- nians must realize that not every Turk
tual and panelist Temel Demirer then has his belly button attached to the Continuedfrompage 1 And democracy is a value for us, along
scathingly called Nishanian himself “a Turkish nation! We must help Turks with independence and sovereignty,”
non-issue and a dead end.” Demirertake real steps. There is no constituencyParliament speaker Ashot Ghulian’s said Karabakh leader Bako Sahakian
went on to recount the ways in which in Turkeytalking aboutreparations. Only Democratic Party of Artsakh and the after casting his vote on Sunday.
the Turkish government, Turkish com- when it's an issue in Turkey can we Armenian Revolutionary Federation “Together with our people the
panies and Turkish individuals benefited expect major foreign policy changes by (Dashnaktsutyun) have garnered abou{newly elected] National Assembly
from the seizure of Armenian property Turkey. The Genocide started in Tur- 29 and 20 percent of the vote, respecshould be working towards achieving
during the Genocide. key, and it will be resolved in Turkey!” tively. The Communist Party has failed great successes in Karabakh’s recog-

As Sanamyan and Mouradian Mouradian’s outburst seemed to clear the six-percent hurdle, which nition,” he added.
fielded questions from the ALMA audi- unconstructive. Journalists and commu-is required under Karabakh's election The Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk
ence, one person asked if the panelistsity leaders should welcome questionslaws to enter the legislature. Group, meanwhile, issued a joint state-
felt that they were being “used for PR and concerns from the Armenian public. European Union foreign policy ment on Monday in which they “took
value” by their Turkish hosts. Another In describing his and Mouradian’s chief Catherine Ashton late last week note that so-called parliamentary elec-
asked why the panelists agreed to go orroles during their Turkey trip, Sanamyan called the planned elections in Karabakhtions took place in Nagorno-Karabakh
a junket that had been arranged like aadded, “We don't represent the Arme- illegal and said the event “should not on May 23, 2010.”

“stacked deck.” Yet another asked nian community. We are channels con-prejudice the peaceful settlement of “Although the Co-Chairs under-
whether it was the job of Armenians to veyinginformation.” Andyet, Sanamyan the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.” stand the need for the de facto authori-
play psychotherapists to Turks, who is the editor of a newspaper co-owned Russia, meanwhile, was less cat-ties in NK to try to organize democrati-
must face their own history. Both speak- by Armenian-American multi-millionaire egorical in its assessments of the im-cally the public life of their population
ers justified the trip by saying that noth- Gerald Cafesjian, who also co-owns pact of elections in Karabakh on the with such a procedure, they under-
ing could be gained by staying away. TV, radio and other media with govern- settlement prospects. “In Moscow we score again that Nagorno-Karabakh is

Another audience member asked mentofficialsin Armenia. And Mouradian do not think that the course of the not recognized as an independent and
why Armenia’s geopolitical importance edits a newspaper representing the largKarabakh peace process could dependovereign state by any of their three
to the major powers was often errone-est Diasporan political party. on the holding of elections in countries, nor by any other country,
ously minimized by Armenians them- Mouradian added, “We didn’t ne- Karabakh,” Andrei Nesterenko, a Rus- including Armenia. The Co-Chairs con-
selves. Sanamyan argued that Armenia’gyotiate anything or negotiate anything sian Foreign Ministry official repre- sider that this procedure should not
importance does not play as much of aaway.” Yet, in this writer's opinion, sentative, said on Monday. preempt the determination of the final
role in US policy as do “our loud mouths when there is a scarcity of popularly Still, officials in Karabakh said legal status of Nagorno-Karabakh in
that make it relevant in the American elected leaders in the Diaspora, it's notthe polls demonstrated the republic’s the broader framework of the peaceful
political process.” Another person in- always clear who represents us and oucommitment to democracy. settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh
quired if during the trip the two journal- interests. That leaves the door open for “Itis a pleasure to live in a coun- conflict,” the U.S., French and Rus-
ists “asked about reparations and landany Armenian, regardless of hisviews ortry that supports democratic values. sian co-heads of the group said.
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Join Homenmen Armenian Athletic Association

Basketall. Tennis. Martial Arts. Table Tennis. Chess. Soccer.
Boys and Girls Ages 8 through 17!

If interested:

Call (818) 660-5HMM or email info@homenmen.org

Homenmen has been Building Teamwork and Leadership
Skills in Armenian Youth Since 1921

www homeamen.org
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