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v Safe and Secure Closed Campus
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Liberty Square Off-Limits To Armenian Turkish PM Cancels Argentina Trip After
Opposition Armenian Community Move
& . B BUENOS AIRES - - Turkish which is opposed to Turkey,” it said.
Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan can- Turkey’'s ambassador to Argen-

celled a trip to Argentina on Sunday tina had attempted to deceive Buenos
after Buenos Aires authorities halted Aires city officials by falsely claiming
the display of a bust of Turkey’'s that he was merely requesting permis-
founder, a move Turkey blamed on sion to replace Ataturk’s bust, which
Armenian lobbyists. had supposedly been missing for sev-
The row over the statue, due to eral years. The ambassador had asked
be unveiled in a park, comes during afor a prompt decision from city offi-
high-profile trip to South America by cials in order to have Ataturk’s bust
Erdogan, and underlines how Turkey’s unveiled during the prime minister’'s
strained relations with Armenia over visit to Argentina on May 31.
the mass killing of Armenians in 1915 The Armenian community of Ar-
canimpede its wider international ties. gentina, which numbers 130,000,
Turkey’s Foreign Ministry said launched a counter-attack, placing paid
in a statement the two-day visit sched-announcements in two major newspa-
uled for later on Sunday had beenpers and asking Buenos Aires city offi-
cancelled, and ithoped Argentina would cials not to honor Ataturk, blaming him
-y ! = y take steps to remove the shadow casfor continuing the genocide initiated by
Plainclothes police assaulting young opposition activist on Turkish-Argentine relations. the previous Young Turk regime.
"The trip was cancelled because Argentina’s president spoke with
written permission for the monument Erdogan to explain she could not over-
YEREVAN -- Atleast 15 people  detained on the spot were three jour-given to Turkey beforehand by the... rule the decision, yet he found this

were detained in Yerevan on Monday nalists working for newspapers criti- Byenos Aires district was reversed as aunacceptable and decided not to go,
as the Armenian police continued 1o cal of the Armenian government. result ofinitiatives by the Armenian lobby, the statement added.

block opposition access to a newly All but three of them were set
renovated square that has traditionallyfree about four hours later. The police

been the country's main venue for department of Yerevan's central AIMNEStY International Slams Armenia Over
political gatherings. Kentron district declined to give pre- ‘|mpunity’ In Human nghtS Violations

Some 50 supporters of the oppo- cise reasons for their arrest.
sition Armenian National Congress Colonel Robert Melkonian, the
(HAK) clashed with riot police as they chief of the national riot police force, | rights group Amnesty Interna-
again attempted to enter Liberty Squaredefended the use of force against the, o nal has criticized the state of hu-

in the city center. More than a dozen of gppositionists. “They are coming in . . . .
them were forced into police vans and man rights protection in Armenia,

LONDON -- The London-based

driven to a nearby police station. Also Continuedonpage4  hoting persisting “impunity for perpe- -
trators of human rights violations.
. . . In its annual “State Of The
Serzh Sarkisian: Turkey Intruding a Sphere 0105 fuman Rights® report re. 2

Where it Has Nothing to Do. leased on Thursday, Amnesty also
condemned the restriction of free-

ROSTOV-ON-DON -- Armenia The Armenian leader similarlyac- dom of expression and attacks on
plans no further fence-mending nego-cused Turkey of wasting its “stock of journalistsin Armenia, as well as “the AMNES I i
tiations with Turkey and will continue confidence as a partner in negotia-ban on holding demonstrations in the
to oppose any Turkish involvement in tions” during a visit to Brussels last center of the capital, Yerevan”, which INTERNATIONAL
the ongoing international efforts to week. He referred to the Turkish link- it said has remained in place since
resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh con-age between protocol ratification and abeing introduced during the state of talks in Moscow, Armenia and
flict, President Serzh Sarkisian said onKarabakh settlement acceptable toemergency in March 2008. Azerbaijan signed a joint agreement
Wednesday. Azerbaijan. Yerevan argues that nei- The global watchdog said in Ar- aimed at resolving the dispute on the

Visiting the southern Russian city ther protocol makes any reference tomenia “protection of women and girls basis of international law.”
of Rostov-on-Don, Sarkisian again the Armenian-Azerbaijani dispute. against violence fell short of interna- In the Impunity section the hu-
blamed Turkey for the effective col- Turkish Prime Minister Recep tional standards” and “the govern- man rights group writes: “In October,
lapse of the Turkish-Armenian agree- Tayyip Erdogan has claimed, how- mentfailed to provide a genuine alter- four police officers were charged with
ments to normalize bilateral ties. He ever, that Karabakh peace is an implicitnative to military service.” using force against members of the
defended his decision in late April to requirement of the Turkish-Armenian The report says in June last yearpublic during the demonstrations on 1
freeze Armenian parliamentary ratifi- agreements signed in October. Ac- Armenian lawmakers granted an am-March 2008. By the end of the year,
cation of the two “protocols.” cordingly, Erdogan and other Turkish nesty for opposition activists impris- no independentinquiry had been con-

“The main reason for that is very officials have pressed the U.S., Rus-oned in relation to the March 2008 ducted into allegations of use of force
simple: Turkey is today not prepared sian and French mediators to step uppost-election events in Yerevan, butby police during the March 2008
to ratify the protocols,” he told leaders their peace efforts. notes that it covered only those who events. In June 2008, an ad hoc par-
of the local Armenian community. “In Ankara has also signaled its de- had not been charged with violent liamentary commission had been es-
order to justify the collapse [of the sire to gain a role in the Karabakh crimes and had been sentenced taablished to investigate the events,
normalization process,] it is setting negotiating process. Armenian leadersprison terms of less than five years. Itbut did not function because the op-
more and more preconditions. Fur- have ruled that out, saying that the also acknowledges that those who didposition refused to participate. A sepa-
thermore, itis trying to intrude a sphere Turks can not act like honest brokersnot fall under the amnesty had their rate fact-finding group made up of

— I mean the process of resolving thebecause of their close ties with andsentences halved. representatives from diverse political
Artsakh (Karabakh) issue — where it unwavering support for Azerbaijan. Amnesty also notes “some factions and the Ombudsperson was
obviously has nothing to do.” Sarkisian on Wednesday again progress” made in Azerbaijan-Arme- disbanded by presidential decree in

“At the moment, we have noth- excluded any peaceful settlement thatnian talks over the disputed territory June 2009, before it became opera-
ing to discuss with an unreliable and would lead Karabakh’s return under of Nagorno-Karabakh, a predomi- tional.”
untrustworthy partner which periodi- Azerbaijani rule. “We are not going to nantly ethnic Armenian enclave within The report also refers to the
cally breaches preliminary understand-haggle over the Artsakh people’s right Azerbaijan that broke away following case of a leading human rights activist
ings,” Sarkisian said inremarks postedto self-determination,” said the the 1990 war. In particular, it says
on his website. Karabakh-born president. “on 2 November [2008], following Continued on page 3
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Eva Rivas Places Seventh In Armenian Marks First Republic Day
Eurovision Finals

SARDARAPAT -- Armenians “The feat of May 28 was first of
marked on Friday the 92nd anniver- 3| performed in our consciousness
sary of the establishment of their first gnd hearts,” stressed Sarkisian.
short-lived independent republic that Government officials were

emerged from the ashes of the Russialmong thousands of people who vis-

Empire at the end of World War I. jted the war memorial at Sardarapat on
The main ceremonies marking Friday.

the public holiday in Armenia again The Armenian Apostolic Church

took place in Sardarapat, a village 40 3|50 acknowledged the significance of

kilometers west of Yerevan and the the day in the history of the nation.

scene of a crucial battle between Ar-Karekin II, the Supreme Patriarch and
menian armed forces and the advanccatholicos of All Armenians, also laid
ing Turkish army. After weeks offierce g wreath at the memorial. The Arme-
fighting the Turkish offensive was nian spiritual leader offered a prayer
repelled on May 26, 1918. Armenia for the souls of the perished defenders
declared national independence twogf the land.
days later, restoring sovereignty over In a congratulatory message on
parts of its historical lands after centu- may 28 Catholicos Karekin Il said the
ries of foreign rule. proclamation of the first Armenian
Ninety-two years ago, after a Republic was “a turning point in our

long break, the Armenian people de- hjstory, which also became a testi-
OSLO -- Armenia has finished the final will be very, very hard. | think clared its independence on a smallmony of our people’s aspirations — to

seventh in Europe’s biggest pop musicit will be a real battle,” she said on part of its historical territory. On pyijld ademocratic, legal and civil state;
contest, Eurovision, won by Friday. May 28, an Armenian became a Citi- tg puild a free and just society.”
Germany'’s entry this year. This was the fifth time Armenia zen of his state,” President Serzh “These contributions and the love
Russian-Armenian singer Eva took part in the annual pan-EuropeanSarkisian said in an address to thefor the homeland today shall direct our
Rivas performed an English-language song contest held since 1956. Thenation on the day. “Even in our own |iyes, become spirit and inspiration for
song, “Apricot Stone”, during a 25- country’s representatives have tradi-days there are people who do notgyr efforts and labors, so that we build
nation final in Norwegian capital Oslo tionally enjoyed strong support from have the realization of being a citizen 3 secure, prosperous and joyful future
Saturday night. Well-known Armenian the televoting public not least due to of the state, do not feel its strength for our homeland and people,” said the
maestro Jivan Gasparian accompaniedhe presence of Armenian communi- and responsibility.” Catholicos.
her in the three-minute show, playing tiesin European countries. The nation’s

the duduk, a woodwind instrument best Eurovision result so far was in Y. B di School Pri . 1 Fired
popular in the Caucasus. The 22-year-2008 when singer Sirusho finished just crevan boarding 5choo rincipa 1re

old native of Russia, born Valeria outside the top three. OVCI’ SCX Abuse Scandal
Reshetnikova-Tsaturian, sang aboutties Like it was in 2009, this year’s

to the Motherland symbolized by an standings have been decided through a YEREVAN -- The principal ofa the school at that time he can not be
apricot pit. combined telephone-based voting andyerevan boarding school was dis- trusted anymore.”

Betting agencies’ favorite Lena evaluations by expert panels in themissed on Monday following the im- Hovannisian said the principal is
Meyer-Lundrut from Germany won participating countries. A number of prisonment of one of its former teach- responsible for the student abuse even
the competition with her catchy pop countries thattraditionally gave Arme- ers convicted of sexually and physi- assuming that he was not aware of
song “Satellite” performed in English. nia high points in previous years have cally abusing female students. Avagian’s alleged actions. “If a thing
The 19-year-old from Hannover re- provided lower scores for its partici- Science and Education Minister like that happens in an institution run
ceived 246 points in a combined vote pants after the changes in the votingArmen Ashotian, who personally signed by you, then | think you should be
by viewers and national juries in 39 rules. Among such countries this yeara relevant order, cited provisions of punished,” she said. “A school princi-

countries. were France, Greece, Cyprus, Bel-Armenia’s Labor Code dealing with pal bears responsibility for every
Turkish rock band maNga fin- gium and some others. The highest«|oss of trust” in an employee. child.”

ished in the second place, followed by points for Armenia this year came Ashotian’s decision to fire Both Yengibarian and Avagian
a Romanian duet. Azerbaijan’s entry from Russia, Israel and the Nether- Meruzhan Yengibarian was announcedstrongly denied any wrongdoing when
Safura finished fifth, while Georgia’s lands. one week after Levon Avagian, aformer the scandal broke out in late 2008. It
Sofia Nizharadze took the ninth place. Numerous fans had gathered integcher of the school located in was triggered by a group of young
Speaking at a news conferencedowntown Yerevan to watch last verevan's southern Nubarashen sub-civic activists who worked as volun-
before the final, Armenia’s Rivas ac- night's Eurovision finals live on a big urb, was sentenced to two years inteers at the Nubarashen school for
knowledged she was bracing for ascreen. The show ended in the earlyprison committing “violent obscene children with special needs from April-
tough battle. “I think that all of them hours of Sunday morning by local acts” against minors. Avagian pro- June 2008. They said afterwards that

[participants] are very strong and that time. tested his innocence at the start of hissome schoolgirls alleged abuse at the
trial in late April but subsequently hands of Avagian.
June 13 Stein-Haigazian Event Offers pleaded guilty to the accusation. Mariam Sukhudian, a leader of
. Narine Hovannisian, a senior of- the environment protection group SOS
Private Tour of MOCA’ ficial at the Armenian Ministry of Sci- Teghut, videotaped one of those girls
Features Arshile Gorky; A Retrospective ence and Education, confirmed thatand alerted Armenian media about her

Yengibarian was fired because of theclaims. Sukhudian was charged last
More than 120 works of the Armenian American artist Arshile Gqrky court ruling. “We were waiting for the summer with “false denunciation,” a
will be on display at downtown L.A.’s Museum of Contemporary Art, 250 S. verdict,” she told RFE/RL’S Armenian crime punishable by up to five years in
Grand Avenue on Sunday, June 13 at 7:30 p.m. An exclusive champagrservice. “The court proved that the prison. But a mounting public uproar
reception in Arco Court and tour of MOCA is being hosted by Mr. & Mrs. teacher is guilty of committing that led state prosecutors to order the
Joseph H. Stein, Jr. and the Haigazian University Women’s AuxiliaryjLosdeed, and as a result of a discussion wererevan police to drop the extremely
Angeles. The event, celebrating thé"®Hniversary of Haigazian University, arrived at the conclusion since be-controversial charge and prosecute
will feature the artist’'s most significant paintings, sculptures, and worKs orcause Meruzhan Yengibarian managedAvagian instead.
paper.

Attendees ofArshile Gorky: A Retrospective will greeted and Khackhar Commemorating Armenian Genocide
addressed by MOCA Curator Rebecca Morse. Suzanne Isken, MOCA Difector Victims Unveiled in Versailles
of Education, and Bonnie Porter, Lead Educator, will provide tourq forn
Haigazian guests. Reservations are a must. A donation of $75 per perspn will PARIS -- A khachkar commemorating the victims of the Armenjian
include admission and complimentary parking at Disney Hall. Sponsofs aneGenocide was inaugurated in Versailles, France, on May 30, at the initiatjve of
welcome at various attendance levels: $300 (2 guests), $500 (4 guests), $§Qthtoine Bagdikian, President of Armenian Veterans Association, and Frahcois
(6 guests), $1000 (8 guests). Checks payable to Haigazian University $hodlde Mazieres, Mayor of Versailles.
be sent to Julie Aharonian, 10606 Melvin Ave., Porter RanCh, CA 911326 The Khachkar was unveiled by Armenia’s Permanent Representat ve to
Further information to Ida Levy 323-876-2668. the UN Office in Geneva Charles Aznavour and consecrated by Bishop Nprvan

Gorky, born Vosdanig Adoian in 1904, was a central figure inJthe| zakarian, freelance French journalist Jean Eckian informs.
movement toward abstraction that transformed American art in the il 20 “We are not here to seek revenge. We only want that justice is restored
century. His life experiences inspired some of the most gripping perponalafter all these years. We are grateful to France, which was one of the first to
paintings of the 20century. recognize the Armenian Genocide," Antoine Bagdikian said.
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Civil Revolution Analysis:

ideas brought up by the civil move- The West Unhappy With New

ment are closer to an ordinary citizen. ‘Transformations in Turkey’s Foreign Policy
The debate over the introduction This citizen understands of course

of a third force in Armenia, gradually that the root of the solution of civic By Naira Hayrumyan
shifts from blogging and narrow level problems lies at the political plane but ArmeniaNow.com
to a wider plane. political changes are so far while con-
Discussions are held within a crete issues can be solved here and
series of discourses: 1. the opposition,right now. tween Turkey and the West, markedhis Latin America tour because of the
in the face of the Armenian National This demarcation of political and by Turkey’s nuclear energy deal with Armenian factor. The Turkish Foreign
Congress, does not express its goalivic interestis not quite natural. Since Iran and by its efforts this weekend to Ministry said that although the Buenos
clearly, as to the NKR issue, it is political demands should be based pri-use its ships to break Israel sea block-Aires Autonomous Administration had
inconsistent and even passive and hasnarily on civic interest. If the political ade of Gaza. been granted permission to erect a
already managed to disappoint its sup-power abstracts from this interest and The process of Turkey’s disen- monument to the founder of modern
porters. 2. The opposition relies on focuses on solving purely political prob- gagement from pro-Western forces Turkey, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, it
disagreements in the power hoping forlems - regime change, it becomes un-was clearly manifested when in Janu-was canceled due to an “unfriendly
a split in it. 3. Robert Kocharian’s intelligible to the masses. Political ary 2009 at the World Economic Fo- initiative of the Armenian circles.”
return scares Serge Sarkisian moreforces need to defend concrete civicrum in Davos Turkish Prime Minister Western experts think that “Tur-
than Levon Ter-Petrosian. 4. A civil interests and in this sense, HAK claim Recep Tayyip Erdogan accused Israelkey is becoming an immediate con-

By Naira Hayrumyan

dent Serzh Sarkisian’s decision to sus-
pend the process.

The Turkish premier also had to
Dividing lines are emerging be- cancel his trip to Argentina as part of

movement is created in the country,on the gas price hike was a good
which has already registered someexperience. But, alas, the practice is
success and is possible to become theoo little.

very third force. 5. The public stance On the contrary, civil initiatives

—
e 1) fzmir
expressed in a right form may make are concentrated on concrete actiong nE =

the power change its decisions be-without trying to attach to them some
cause the authorities have nothing topolitical character, they even avoid it.
oppose to an apolitical movement.  But the involvement of parties in civil

People pursuing the same goalsactions could increase the capacity of
are involved in this process seemingthe protests. Say civil initiatives could
chaotic, at least, at the declarativeturn to the Armenian National Con-
level. All of the political opposition, the gress with a proposal to take part in
public initiative on the creation of a their protest actions. If the Congress
third force, human rights movements, agreed, it would mean that the poten-
youth forums have the same goal: totial of the movementincreased. Ifitdid
form a legal society based on the Con-not, it would mean that the Congress
stitution, respect of humanrights, free- does not consider it a task for it. So
doms and dignity, a proper electoral the Congress would lose its strength
system, “clear” economy and justice.
The political opposition tries to reach ditions of Armenia, when the fight is
this goal with the help of political notbetween ideologies-liberal, social
measures- elections, rallies, and pres-or any other kind, but between the
sure on the power. Civic movements interests of the minority at the power
operate mainly in the public regime and and the civil interests, the only move-
do not fight for political changes (shift ment, which is able to unite the na-
of power), but for the solution of tion, isthe civilmovement. Currently
concrete problems, actual tasks- lawit is under formation, but this move-
on the language, Moscow cinema hall,ment will become a real force, if it
Khlafyan’'s case Students’ Park. unites its efforts with already formed

Despite the opposition, which has political forces declaring about civic
many supporters, the civil movement interests. In Armenia, only civil revo-
is not so powerful yet. Moreover, the lution is possible.

Amnesty International Slams Armenia

Continued from page 1 tions into violent attacks against jour-
nalists, contributing to a climate of
in Armenia, Mikael Danielian, who impunity.

was shot at point-blank range with a According to Amnesty,

pneumatic gun by a former leader of Jehovah’s Witnesses continued to suf-

Under the current political con- |}

of occupying the Palestinian-adminis- cern.”
tered Gaza Strip. In a much-talked about article in
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Then, just this weekend, Turkish The American Thinker, Joel J.
vessels set off from Istanbul to break Sprayregen writes:
the Israeli blockade of Gaza from the “...The transformation of Turk-
sea, ending in intervention by the Is- ish foreign policy increasingly pre-
raeli military that left at least 10 dead sents a clear danger to American inter-
Monday morning. ests. The ‘zero problems’ foreign policy

But the main discontent of the of AK Foreign Minister Davutoglu ad-
West is connected with the initiative of vertises friendliness with proximate
Turkey and Brazil on Iran when earlier neighbors. In practice, this means al-
this month Ankara announced that it lying with rogue states Iran and Syria
was ready to provide enrichment for (whom even President Obamarecently
Iranian uranium. U.S. Secretary of saw fit to designate a state sponsor of
State Hillary Clinton responded to that terrorism). Worse, Turkey now em-
development by saying that there arebraces terrorist murder squads like
“very serious disagreements” over Hamas and Hezbollah and fetes their
Iran’s nuclear program and added thatleaders as honored guests. Turkey
there are very serious differences withhosted Sudanese President Bashir, who
the diplomacies of Brazil and Turkey is under indictment for crimes against

) v S T TE o ) towards Iran. humanity by the International Court of
the pro-government Armenian Pro- fer discrimination in Armenia. The On Tuesday, June 1, Turkish Criminal Justice. Turkey’s new alli-
gress“lvE Party in May 2'008'h human rights body finds that "alterna- gq 6o Minister Ahmet Davutogluwill ances have left in tatters-but not yet
(‘jr_ e prgsecgtlpn in the cars]e tive _C|V|I|an service to conscription |oave for Washington where he is ex- completely dismembered-its traditional
was discontinued in May on the continued to be under the control of pocieq to hold talks with the U.S. military alliance with Israel,” the ar-
grounds that the perpetrator had al-the military.” It writes: “Conscientious  geretary of state “to defuse the Turk-ticle says. “A country with a worldview
legedly acted in self-defense,” Am- objectors had to wear military uni- jsp_american tensions.” that demonizes resistance against ter-
nesty writes. "Human rights groups form, were disciplined by the Military The West is not satisfied with the rorism is a problematic member of
voiced concern that key witness state-Prosecutor’s office and were forbid- Turkish policy on Armenia either. In NATO... Our officials are hardly aware
ments had not been considered by theden to hold prayer meetings.” fact, the process of the ratification of that -- while Erdogan and Obama have
prosecution. Mikael Danielian lodged In October, the European Court yno armenjan-Turkish protocols has fulsomely flattered each other --
an appeal against this decision, but noof Human Rights ruled that there had ;6 14  standstill, and Western coun-Erdogan uses his controlled media to

decision was made on his appeal bynot been a violation of the right 10 g have approved of Armenian Presi-incite populist hatred of the U.S.”
the end of the year.” freedom of conscience and religion

The Freedom of Expression part when [one conscientious objector] is fundamental to the rights to freedom menian authorities “to enact, without
of the report refers to the case of Vahan Bayatyan was sentenced to twoof thought, conscience and religion.” delay, legislation specifically address-
Argishti Kiviryan, a lawyer and jour- and a half years’ imprisonment for his Regarding violence against ingdomestic violence againstwomen”,
nalist, who was severely beaten by arefusal to perform military service on women and girls in Armenia, Amnesty and to provide sufficient shelters.
group of unidentified men outside his religious grounds. The Court held that writes that in its concluding observa- “A draft law on domestic vio-
home in Yerevan on 30 April [2009]. ‘the right of conscientious objection tions published in February [2009], lence was under discussion by the
The attackers reportedly beat him with was not guaranteed by any article of thethe Committee on the Elimination of authorities, but had not been pre-
sticks and attempted to shoot him. Convention’,” writes Amnesty. “In a Discrimination against Women ex- sented to parliament by the end of the
The OSCE Representative for Media dissenting opinion, one of the Court pressed concern about the lack ofyear. During 2009, only one shelter
Freedom called on the authorities to judges stated that the judgment failed tolegislation referring to domestic vio- for victims of domestic violence, run
investigate the attack and expressedeflect the almost universal acceptancelence and the absence of a responsiblédy the Women'’s Rights Centre, was
concern about the lack of investiga- that the right to conscientious objection state institution and called on the Ar- operational,” the Amnesty report says.
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Kardash Onnig’s Latest Book: "Liberation
from Freedom" at Abril Bookstore

LOS ANGELES --
Abril Bookstore will hold
a book-signing event o
Thursday, June 10, b
ginning at 8 PM, to cel
ebrate the publication ¢
Kardash Onnig’'s lates
book, Liberation fro
Freedom. Admission i
free, and a wine an
cheese reception will fo
low the book’s presenta

liberation
om

frecdom
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Liberty Square Off-Limits To Armenian Opposition

Continued frompage 1

groups to stage protests here. Wha
for?” he told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser-
vice.

These people have the righttorest,”
Melkonian said, pointing to other Yerevan
residents who were allowed into the square
“See, there are more than 100 people
enjoying themselves here. There are whole
families, children.”

The square facing the city’s mas-
sive Opera House was reopened late
last week 21 months after it was closed

tion. due to the construction of a large
Basedin New York’$ass underground parking garage.
Hudson Valley, Kardash of orthodoxy — that is to say, the word Small groups of HAK activists
Onnig is an internationally renowned of linearity, two-dimensionality, spiri- and supporters have tried unsuccessjournalist Ani Gevorgian
sculptor, toymaker, author, and activ- tual and intellectual limitedness.” fully to gather there since Friday. Six
ist. In the late 1960s, following a stint Liberation from Freedom also of them, including the HAK’s foreign Ani Gevorgian, a correspondent
as one of the pioneers of the emergingcomprises a section on the Gaza Repolicy spokesman Vladimir Karapetian, for the pro-opposition daily “Haykakan
field of multimedia communications, birth project and a DVD documenting were detained and kept in police cus-Zhamanak,” her brother Sargis and
he left the corporate world and moved the concluding event of the initiative. tody for several hours on Sunday. another opposition activist, Davit
to Upstate New York, where he dedi- Last year Kardash Onnig collaborated Karapetian denounced the arrestsKiramijian, were among at least 15
cated himself to direct carving, teach- with 50 artists from throughout the as illegal and insisted that the opposi-people detained during Monday’s
ing, writing, toymaking, and political world to launch an extraordinary per- tionists did notintend to hold a demon- clashes.
activism. Ever since then he has strivenformance project, in an effort to raise stration there. “We just wanted to According to the detainees’ law-
to build cultural bridges and raise glo- awareness of the plight of Gaza fol- stroll there,” he told RFE/RL before yers, the 22-year-old journalist may be
bal awareness of various causes,owing the Israeli invasion and atroci- Monday’s violence. charged with assaulting “a state repre-
through installations, publications, and ties against Palestinian civilians com- “When people with particular sentative performing their duties,”
groundbreaking cross-border projects.mitted by the Israel Defense Forces. faces are not allowed to enter Liberty while the two young are risking pros-
In his Epilogue to Liberation from For the Gaza Rebirth project, Square, that is an apartheid of sorts,”ecution under another article of the
Freedom, the author writes: “This book Kardash Onnig sculpted a series ofhe said. Armenian Criminal Code dealing with
is my last effort, my last washing of torsos which subsequently were Liberty Square was the scene of “hooliganism.” Both accusations carry
hands of all isms: all the belief sys- worked on and “finished” by the par- ten-day non-stop demonstrations thatheavy fines and prison sentences of up
tems, holy books, manifestos, and pro-ticipating artists. The project was con- were organized by HAK leader Levon to five years.
paganda machines which perpetuatecluded on March 21, 2010, the spring Ter-Petrosian following Armenia’s dis- “The number of political prison-
an ethos of hatred, tribal superiority, equinox, when many of the torsos wereputed presidential election of February ers in Armenia has increased from 14
domination, and imperial arrogance.” ritually burned. The author writes: “The 2008. A pre-dawn police assault on anto 17,” Levon Zurabian, a leader of the
Brimming with colorful, moving  destruction of our creations with our opposition tent camp there sparkedHAK, declared at a news conference
recollections and passionate essays omwn hands became a ritual, a symbolicvicious clashes between oppositionon Tuesday. “The police have been
history, politics, folklore, and myth, way to have a sense of the pain and losprotesters and security forces else-turned into a gang of criminals that
Liberation from Freedom is part auto- experienced by Gazans as they wit-where in central Yerevan on March 1, instead of maintaining public order,
biography and part philosophical trea- nessed the destruction of their cre-2008. Ten people were killed and morehas become a kind of the guardian of
tise, written in the author’s character- ations.” The burning, known as than 200 others injured in the violence. the oligarchic regime,” he charged.
istically informal style. “Hetanosner (pagans) celebrating the Melkonian indicated, however, “We can see that the authorities
“I think this work will resonate New Year,” took place at Baraka, the that the Armenian authorities want to are ready to discredit themselves,
among all those who suspect that theauthor’s art space and home in Upstatemake the square permanently off-lim- weaken Armenia’s positions ahead of
fodder which our so-called leaders andNew York. The DVD included in Lib- its to the opposition bloc. “Do you the upcoming meeting of the [PACE]
the corporate media bombard us witheration from Freedom is a mementoremember the time when they pitched Monitoring Committee and pay quite a
on a daily basis are nothing but lies, from the event and features the haunttents and set bonfires in the square?”serious price for preventing any politi-
designed to perpetuate a culture ofing oud music of Rahim Alhaj, an Iragi he said. “Do you want a repeat of that cal activity in Liberty Square,” he said.
fear, intolerance, and false security,” composer who lives in New Mexico. situation?” “For them, [blocking] Liberty Square
Kardash Onnig said. “More than any- “Kardash Onnig’s latest book is a “After all, there is a car park is like the battle of Stalingrad.”
thing else, | wish that people are stirredresponse to the alienation of man in aunder the square,” added the police Zurabian also denounced
out of the induced sleep of consumer-capitalistic society and one man’s at- official. “Large numbers of people must Armenia’s state human rights ombuds-
ism and the vicious ‘us against the tempt to help revert the destruction of not gather here. If 100, 150 or 200 man, Armen Harutiunian, for pointedly
world’ mentality, to become aware of the human spirit resulting from its serf- persons gather here today, this squareleclining to criticize the police actions
the miraculous possibilities of embrac- dom to automation, the money machine,will become a rally site tomorrow.”  against small groups of HAK support-
ing the world. Only then can we be- and ideological exclusionism,” writes ers trying to gather in Liberty Square
come truly universal beings, open to Armen Melikian, author of the forth-  Journalist and Activists Placed since its reopening on Friday.
transferences with others and empow-coming trilogy of novels titled Journey Under Arrest In a statement issued ahead of
ered to solve the core issues that faceo Virginland. On Tuesday two young opposi- Monday’s violence, Harutiunian urged
our planet.” Kardash Onnig’s previous books tion activists and a journalist were Yerevan residents to “refrain from
Featuring drawings culled from include the illustrated children’s story formally placed under arrest and facedactions disrupting public order” and
Kardash Onnig’s works of the past 40- The Power of Four: A Vision for the the possibility of up to five years’ respect“others’rights.” He also urged
plus years, Liberation from Freedom Middle East; Savage Chic, a no-holds-imprisonment for allegedly assaulting the police not to put “undue restric-
includes the author’s tribute to the 12 barred critique of the Armenian- riot police in Yerevan. The Armenian tions” on freedom of assembly.
luminaries who have had a lasting influ- Azerbaijani conflict; and Trans- National Congress (HAK) condemned Zurabian claimed that the om-
ence on his art and thought — amongfourmations: A Dialogue Against the their arrest and possible prosecutionbudsman thereby gave his “blessing”
them Krishnamurti, Thoreau, Brancusi, Grain. His artworks and projects can beas politically motivated. to the police actions later in the day.
Raoul Hague, and McLuhan. Kardash accessed online at kardashonnig.com.
Onnig writes: “McLuhan, along with Abril Bookstore is located at 415
Joseph Campbell, gave us the logicalEast Broadway, Suite 102, Glendale,
reasoning as to why we should burn thatCA 91205. For more information call
malicious, autocratic, tyrannical ‘book’ (818) 243-4112.
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i Simger Mohamad Salem

Lebanese Special Mezza

Habra Nayieh |

........... per person $27|
Hummos, Imfabbal, Tabbouleh, Falafel Spinach ana Meat
Fies, Row Kubbeh, Salad, Kebbeh, Vegelarion Grape leaves,
Labneh Fefa Cheesa, and Shawarma (Beerl or Chicken), Your
choice of Kebabs lamb, Bref Chicken, and Kaftal.

Whaole Lamb Stuffed with Rice,

P BN - o T e e

EVERY SATURDAY
Live Arabic Music

MOHAMAD SALEM
& HIS BAND

Eheik Wahib

WHOLE LAMB SPECIAL

$245.00 + Tax

Almonds, Pine Nuts and Pickles

WHOLE LAMB WITH MEZZA

$399.00 + Tax

LEBANESE SUSHI

e T TR e S A T R T e S ) L L
R e o TR TCRAERR, 5 ¢ 1 1,
A ke R o SRRl 3 (11 1

RN e e WL T

WAHIB’S MIDDLE

RESTAURANT

LRGN TP wlh SIRFG L
gl sEUbYYhEr: Mhub wBMRPY BR
i, FLSORELRD vUSELOAR FlhdPwoil?

Pwg & Cwpwpp 7T opt hih

ywwmnil) upwh fwiwpnyplibpm

N
EAST

Lunch

{12 noon-4:00 pm}

Dinner
(4:00 pm. - 3:00 pm.)

"'\.- ! S,

Qurt;s MNayieh

(626) 281-1006
(626) 576-1048

910 E. Main Str.
ALHAMBRA, CA

Daily B ””ff
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' AHIE FOR RESERVATIONS
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NOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
ARMENIAN DANCE ENSEMBLE

Danee instructor and artist: MRS, AREVIK HAKOPYAN

CLASSES BEGIN JUNE 14
MONDAYS and THURSDAYS ¢ 5:00-6:00

Mwnph thnpatipp GPUNhCUL.ERP 6r LPVSRCURED
3Nhvhl 14-F%% UYUGLL pEmbwli dwdp 5:00-6:00

AP ¢bwpo Unnuiliwbwliy upwfhi JEs
1060 NORTH ALLEN AVENUE, PASADENA, CA 91104
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Bid Request

General Contractors

Qualified “B” licensed General Building Contractors are in-

vited to submit a sealed bid on Project E10-16, Module 12.1 to tlje
Burbank-Glendale-Pasadena Airport Authority by 2:05 PM, June
30, 2010. The Work includes, but is not limited to, the following}
Installation of new doors, new windows, air conditioning, insulatior
and correction of some code deficiencies for thirty-seven mult
family dwelling/units. Bidders may obtain construction documentg
from the Bob Hope Airport Web Site at bobhopeairport.com under
Business Opportunities and are encouraged to do so prior to the
mandatory pre-bid conference. All Bidders shall register with the
Airport Engineering Department either via web site or in person,
Bids submitted by firms who have not registered with Airport
Engineering will be considered non-responsive. A mandatory Pre

at the Bob Hope Airport Engineering Offices, 2800 N. Clybourn
Ave., Burbank, California.

bid conference has been scheduled for June 16, 2010, at 10:00 AJM.
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Join Homenmen Armenian Athletic Association

Basketall. Tennis. Martial Arts. Table Tennis. Chess. Soccer.

Boys and Girls Ages 8 through 17!

If interested:

www. I'I'DI'I'I'EHI'I'I-EI'L'DI'Q

Call (818) 660-5HMM or email info@homenmen.org

Homenmen has been Building Teamwork and Leadership
Skills in Armenian Youth Since 1921
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