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ACA-PAC Endorsed Mike Gatto Scores A
Huge Win In Californian Assembly Race

l

Newly elected State Assembly member Mike Gato with ACA representatives

GLENDALE, CA -- Mr. Mike  cal Action Committee. “Mike is no
Gatto, endorsed by the Armenian Coun-stranger to the Armenian American
cil of America — Political Action Com-
mittee for California’s 43rd Assembly voters have confirmed our belief that
District, won in a special runoff elec- he is the most qualified candidate for
tion held on Tuesday, June 8th. Gattothis seat.
handily won by 17.3 percentage points, “We look forward to working
receiving 58.7 percent of the vote to closely with him to ensure that various
Ramani’s 41.4 percent, in the district, issues of concern to our community
which covers Glendale, Burbank and will be addressed in the State Capital.”
portions of North Hollywood. Accord- continued Guiragossian.
ing to final unofficial results Gato re- “I am honored to have the sup-
ceived 20,870 votes and Ramani re-portofthe ACA, and I will look to them
ceived 14,715 votes. for advice on how to represent one of

Gatto, an attorney and former the largest Armenian-American popu-
aide to Rep. Brad Sherman, D-Shermanations in the United States,” said As-

community and our causes, and theexistence,” he told RFE/RL.

Intellectuals Continued To Campaigning
Against Controversial Foreign
Language Schools Bill

YEREVAN -- Abroad-based coa- that was backed only by committee
lition of Armenianintellectuals contin- members representing President Serzh
ued to actively campaigning against a Sarkisian’s Republican Party (HHK).
controversial government bill that The Armenian government has
would allow the existence of schools faced a storm of criticism from oppo-
where the main language of instruction sition politicians, media and public fig-
is not Armenian. About a dozen of its ures, including those loyal to the
members picketed the parliament build- Sarkisian administration, ever since it
ing during a standing committee meet-drafted relevant amendments to
ing with banners rejecting foreign- Armenia’s laws on education and lan-
language schools and demanding Edu-guage in late April.
cation Minister Armen Ashotian’s res- They believe the proposed
ignation. changes endangers Armenian’s con-

The protesters included Ruben stitutional status as the country’s sole
Tarumian, an architect who designed aofficial language.
popular Armenian-language computer The uproar forced the govern-
font. “If well allow the opening of even ment to make significant changes in
one foreign-language school, there will the bill late last month. It now makes
be a chain reaction of second, third clearthatforeign-language schools can
and fourth such schools coming into only be private and above the elemen-
tary level. It also stipulates that there

“We are going to fight to the can be no more than 15 such schools
end,” said Armen Hovannisian, an- across the country. In addition, they
other campaigner. “This variant also would be required to teach one-third
must not be adopted.” of their subjects in Armenian.

The standing committee of the These changes failed to satisfy
Armenian parliament approved last Fri- its opponents both inside and outside
day a watered-down version of the bill the parliament.

Putin Rules Out Russian Pressure On
Armenia, Azerbaijan

ANKARA -- Russia will not put later on that we pressured one of the

Oaks, and Ramani, owner of an inte-sembly Member-elect Gatto at an eventpressure on Armenia or Azerbaijan to parties and achieved a solution to the

rior-construction company, were vy- organized by ACA-PAC in his honor
ing to serve in the Assembly through on June 5th.
the Nov. 30 expiration of the term that Mr. Gatto will serve for the next

hasten the resolution of the Nagorno-problem that is unfair to somebody,”
Karabakh conflict and expects other he added.
mediating powers to be just as cau- Visiting Turkey last month, Rus-

Paul Krekorian gave up in January six months in the seat vacated whentious, Prime Minister Vladimir Putin sian President Dmitry Medvedev like-

after being elected to the Los Angelesformer Democratic Assemblyman Paul
City Council. Krekorian stepped aside after being

“It is with great happiness to elected to the Los Angeles City Coun-
have learned of Mr. Gatto’s electoral cil. His opponent was Republican Sun-
win early this morning,” said Jirair der Ramani. The two willmeetagainin

said in Turkey on Tuesday. wise stressed that the onus is on Baku
“Only the two states, the two and Yerevan to work out a peaceful

peoples can find mutually accept- settlement based on mutual compro-

able solutions and compromises inmise.

a practical dialogue with one an- Turkish officials had expressed

Guiragossian, Board Member of the the November election, when they eachother. Solving this kind of prob- hope ahead of Medvedev’s trip that

Armenian Council of America Politi- seek a full term.

Andy Manssourian Wins Superior Court
Judge Race In Orange County

il

ORANGE COUNTY, CA -- Ar- TTIreY
menian-Americans Andy Manssourian, * Lid .

Esq. was successful in the campaig

e
for the Orange County Superior Court [RS8 H
Judge Office No. 16. F 4 ;*
Manssourian Handily defeated his e

opponent Gerald L Klein by gathering 1 ”11
137,759 votes (57.2%), while his op- -
ponenthad only 103,090 votes (42.8%). P

Born in London, Manssourian
lived in Tehran for 5 years before
moving to Southern California. He and
his family settled in Glendale. His fa-
ther Mike is a well known member of
the Glendale Armenian community.

Manssourian attended the Uni-
versity of California, Santa Barbara, cisco Bay Area. After graduation, he
where he received a BA in Political worked for three years as a criminal
Science. He then headed straight fordefense attorney at a small firm in OC
law school, earning a JD from Santabefore being hired by the District
Clara University in the South San Fran- Attorney’s Office.
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lems always requires a compro- Moscow will become more actively
mise acceptable to both sides,” Putininvolved in Armenian-Azerbaijani peace
told a news conference after talkstalks. This raised fears in Armenia that
with his Turkish counterpart, Recep the Russians may seek more Armenian
Tayyip Erdogan, held on the side- concessions to Azerbaijan for the sake
lines of a regional security summit of their increasingly close relationship
in Istanbul. with Turkey.

“Whatis acceptable to Azerbaijan The Turkish government regards
or Armenia?” he said. “Only they them- a Karabakh settlement as a key precon-
selves cantell. All other participants of dition for implementing the Turkish-
this [negotiating] process can only act Armenian normalization agreements
as guarantors of the respect of elabo-signed in October. Putin publicly re-
rated agreements.” jected this linkage when he met Erdogan

“We don’'t want anyone to think in Moscow earlier this year.

54.7% Of Armenia’s GDP In Richest Clans’ Hands

54.7% of Armenia’s GDP is in the hands of the ten richest clans, s
the RA Parliament member Victor Dallakyan.

He stressed that some clans have actually enriched themselves
people’s expense. “The Armenian economy is monopolized amid wides
poverty and unemployment,” Dallakyan said. According to him, the minignum
monthly cost of the basket of goods is more than 90,000 AMD, whil¢ the
average monthly wages is hardly 100,000. “If the Bible were written nowgdays
and in the context of Armenia, besides the commandment ‘You must not gteal’,
it would contain the commandment ‘You must get sated!’,” Dallakyan sgid.
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Court Rejects Lawsuits Against Yerevan
Unrest Investigators

Relatives of people killed in the March 2008 post-election clashes protest in
downtown Yerevan

YEREVAN -- A Yerevan court killings can not be deemed “inactiv-
on Tuesday rejected the last of law-ity.”
suits against law-enforcement authori- Judges of the court of general
ties filed two months ago by relatives jurisdiction of the city’s Kentron and
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American Jewish Community Ends Support
Of Turkish Interests On Hill

But Mr. Hoenlein added, "The
Turks happen to have a government
In October 2000, the govern- that is extremist, that has chosen a
ment of Turkey had a problem. path that is violative of the past rela-
House Speaker J. Dennis Hasterttionship. It has been a steady process,
had promised to bring a resolution not just related to the most recent
commemorating the Armenian geno- incident. This began with the election
cide to the floor for a vote, a move that of this Islamist government in 2002."
Ankara said would be a slap in the face Barry Jacobs, the American Jew-
to a NATO ally. ish Committee's former director of
The Turks called up Keith strategic studies in the office of gov-
Weissman, a senior researcher fromernment and international affairs, also
the American Israel Public Affairs Com- noted Turkey's critical stance toward
mittee, and asked him to intervene. Israel's 2006 invasion of southern Leba-
Mr. Weissman said in an inter- non to root out Hezbollah terrorists
view this week that AIPAC lit up the attacking the Jewish state.
phones and managed at the last minute "This started in 2006 when |
— with the help of the State Depart- remember one Israeli diplomat com-
ment — to persuade President Clintonplained that Turkish support for
himself to write a letter to Mr. Hastert Hezbollah had 'out-Arabed the Arabs,"
saying a vote on the resolution would Mr. Jacobs said, adding that Turkey's
cause strategic damage to U.S. inter-unconditional support for Hamas since
ests. 2007, combined with Jewish discom-
The last-minute push worked. fort with defending the Turks on the
Mr. Hastert removed the resolution Armenian issue, led to a dampening of

By Eli Lake

of Armenians who died in the March Nork-Marash districts have accepted from the floor, and the full Congress support.

2008 post-election violence in the capi- this assertion in separate rulings handechas yet to take up the matter to this

tal. down this month. The latest ruling
In four separate lawsuits, the dismissed a joint suit filed by the fami-
families of all eight civilians and one of lies of Zakar Hovannisian and Davit
the two police servicemen killed at the Petrosian, two of the civilian victims
time petitioned the district courttorule of the worst street violence in
that state prosecutors and their SpeciaArmenia’s history.

Investigative Service (SIS) have done Petrosian’s mother, Jemma
very little to identify and punish those Vardumian, boycotted the verdict’s

directly responsible for the deaths.

see as the SIS’s “inactivity.” The Of- what the court is going to decide,”
fice of the Prosecutor-General, to Vardumian told RFE/RL’s Armenian
which the SIS is subordinated, had service.
rejected similar demands made by them Artak Zeynalian, an opposition
earlier this year. figure representing plaintiffs, said they
The Armenian police and other will challenge the rejections at
law-enforcement bodies arrested overArmenia’s Court of Appeals. “We are
100 opposition members and support-diligently and sincerely enabling the

"The major Jewish organizations
decidedin 2008 that the question of the

But the American Jewish com- Armenian genocide resolution was so
munity is no longer helping Turkey, sensitive we would no longer take
after a tumultuous deterioration of ties public and private positions to oppose
between Israel and Turkey in the pastit,” Mr. Jacobs said.
four years. The government in Ankara Abe Foxman, the national direc-
last week decried a botched Israeliraidtor of the Anti-Defamation League,
on a Turkish aid flotilla, which claimed said he thinks the Turks made a strate-

day.

announcement by the presiding judge,at least nine lives, as an act of "stategic decision to break with Israel during
The plaintiffs also demanded fi- Ruben Nersisian. “| saw no need to goterror."
nancial compensation for what they into the courtroom because | knew

the Gaza war. He pointed to a heated
In some ways, the Memorial Day exchange in 2009 at the annual World
flotilla affair marks an end of Israel's Economic Forum meeting in Davos,
more than 20-year strategic alliance Switzerland, when Prime Minister
with Turkey, and the resulting support Recep Tayyip Erdogan walked out of a
from the pro-Israel lobby in Washing- session with Israeli President Shimon
ton. Peres, telling him: "When it comes to
Turkey, which has a secular con- killing, you know well how to kill."
stitution, was the first Muslim state to "We saw things deteriorating but
recognize Israel, in 1949. Israel hasitdid not surface publicly until Davos,"

ers in the wake of the deadly clashesArmenian authorities to solve the issue historically sought to form alliances Mr. Foxman said. "Until then, the trade

between security forces and opposi-by themselves,” Zeynalian told RFE/
tion protesters in downtown Yerevan. RL.

However, none of them was charged The plaintiffs are expected to

in connection with those deaths. Nor take their case to the European Court

has any security official been pros- of Human Rights after exhausting all
ecuted for use of deadly force againstpossibilities of legal action in Armenia.
the protesters.

with countries on the periphery of the continued, the military continued. It
Arab world such as Turkey, Iran and did not happen till the Gaza war. My
Ethiopia. feeling is that Turkey made a geopoliti-
In 1982, when Israel invaded cal decision before, but it needed an
southern Lebanon, its army destroyedexcuse to turn so dramatically.”
training camps affiliated with the Ar- Mr. Jacobs and Mr. Weissman

The Strasbourg-based court has al-menian Secret Army for the Liberation were in some ways the architects of

The SIS investigators claim that ready received about 50 suits related toof Armenia, a terrorist organization the Jewish community's support for
they are still trying to identify and the 2008 clashes and the ensuing govresponsible for the slayings of Turkish Turkey in Washington that began at

punish those responsible for the fatali-ernment crackdown on the Armenian diplomats.

ties. They say their failure to solve the opposition.

Aliyev Threatens To Quit Karabakh
Peace Talks

BAKU -- Azerbaijan could refuse  Group, to exert a “very serious influ-
further negotiations with Armenia and ence on the Armenian side.”

try to resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict by force if the long-running  will not take part in negotiations for the
peace process yields no breakthroughsake ofimitation,” added Aliyev. “We will

soon, President Ilham Aliyev warned participate in the process as long as we
in remarks reported on Wednesday. have hopes for achieving some results.

Speaking to Azerbaijani journal- “Or else, the issue will move

the end of the Cold War. Both men led
Turkey rewarded Israel's delegations of Jewish community lead-
counterterrorism operations with in- ers to Istanbul and Ankara. Mr.
creased intelligence ties. The intelli- Weissman said AIPAC's leaders even
gence relationship soon blossomed intooffered training to Turkish Americans
full ambassadorial relations, and in- on how to establish a successful lobby.
creased commercial trade and closer In Congress, the Jewish organi-
military cooperation. In exchange for zations lobbied for an oil pipeline from
arms sales from lIsrael, Turkey al- the Azerbaijani capital of Baku to the

“| have repeatedly stated that we lowed the Israeli air force to use Turkish Mediterranean port of Ceyhan,

Anatolian airspace for training pur- a pipeline that bypasses Turkey's rival
poses. Armenia entirely. The Jewish lobby in
The relationship began to sour in Washington helped protect U.S. arms
the early 2000s with the election of the sales to Turkey, on which the Greek
Justice and Development Party (AKP lobby often tried to block or impose

ists during a visit to Istanbul, Aliyev from the frozen state to another plane.in Turkish), which is based on ele- conditions.

again accused Armenia of dragging Namely, the military way. It has never

feetover international mediators’ most peen excluded, and we must always befor Islamism.

recent peace proposals which he saithrepared for that variant.”
are “on the whole” acceptable to Baku. Armenian Foreign Minister Ed-

ments of parties that had been banned Henri Barkey, a former State De-

partment Turkey analyst and senior
Malcolm Hoenlein, the executive associate at the Carnegie Endowment

vice chairman of the Conference of for International Peace in Washington,

“Armenia won’t respond [to the ward Nalbandian denounced the Presidents of Major American Jewish said, "The most important element of
proposals,] and | think that the mediat- Azerbaijani war threats as an attemptOrganizations, said, "It's not completely the relationship with Israel for the

ing countries must resolutely expressto “disrupt the negotiations.”

their position,” he said. He urged the Aliyev noted that he plans no
United States, Russia and Francefresh face-to-face meetings with
which jointly co-chairthe OSCE Minsk Sarkisian anytime soon.

over. There are still close ties betweenTurks in the late 1980s was improving
many in Turkey and the community relations with the United States through
and there are still a lot of common

interests." Continued on page 4
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Armenians of Lebanon Volume Published by
Haigazian University And NAASR

The National Association for Ar- non from medieval times to the
menian Studies and Research (NAASR)present day, the book is a unique
has announced the publication of Ar- repository of the rich culture and
menians of Lebanon: From Past Prin-vitality of one of the most important
cesses and Refugees to Present-Dajirmenian diaspora communities. It
Community. The volume, an undertak- provides a wealth of information for
ing of Haigazian University, is being both the scholar and the layperson
distributed in North Americaby NAASR and is, of course, of particular inter-
with NAASR’s Armenian Heritage Press est for those with ties to Lebanon.
as co-publisher. The book was offi- The first section of the book,
cially launched in Beirut on April 9, “La Présence Arménienne au Temps
2010, and a U.S. launch, to be held atdes Croisades” contains a chapte
the NAASR Center in Belmont, MA, is by Claude Mutafian entitled “Les
being planned. Princesses Arméniennes et le Liban

Armenians of Lebanon presents Latin (XII-XIII siécle)” (“Armenian
papers given at the September 2005Princesses and Latin Lebanon, 12th-
conference Armenians of Lebanon: Pastl3th Century”), covering the mar-
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travail autonome auprés des
Arméniens du Liban: entre la pra-
tiqgue d’une tradition communautaire
et un concept des théories des
diasporas” (“Self-Employment

Among Lebanese Armenians: From a
Community Tradition to a Concept

of Diaspora Theories”), while the

sixth contains Shoghik Ashekian’s

“Libananahay gaghute ev Haykakan
Tseghaspanutean hartse (1965-
1975)" (“The Lebanese Armenian

Community and the Recognition of

the Armenian Genocide, 1965-

1975") covering the Lebanese Ar-
menian community’s quest for geno-
cide recognition.

Section seven, “The War Years
(1975-1991) in Lebanon and the Vari-
ous Roles Played by the Armenians
("The Synchronic and of Lebanon and of the Diaspora,”

mech”

and Present, held on the occasion ofriages between French crusader lordsDiachronic Cultural Development of contains a pair of essays: Rouben
Haigazian’s 50th anniversary. The vol- and Armenian princesses. The sec-the Lebanese-Armenian RepatriatesAvsharian’s “The Ta’ef Agreement

ume was edited with an introduction by ond section, “Orphan and Refugee
Dr. Aida Boudjikanian, originally from Period,” contains chapters by Hilmar
Lebanon and presently livingin Montreal, Kaiser, “The Armenians of Lebanon
and it contains papersin English, French,During the Armenian Genocide,”
and Armenian. The conference wasdrawing mostly on Turkish archives
organized by Dr. Ara Sanjian, then theand in particular on Talaat’s tele-
Director of the Department of Armenian grams sent to his administration’s
Studies at Haigazian. officials or to Turkish army officials
The hardcover book is 506 pages-based in Lebanon and in the region,
long and has 14 chapters grouped theand Vahé Tachjian, “L’établissement
matically and chronologically in 8 parts. définitif des réfugiés arméniens au

in Armenia”), an ethnographic study
of Lebanon Armenians, originally
from Cilicia, who “repatriated” to
Soviet Armenia. The fourth section,
“Music, Literature, Printing: A Few
Facets of a Rich Artistic and Cultural
Life,” contains chapters by Roubina
Artinian, “Armenian Choirs in Leba-

and the Lebanese Armenians” and
Khatchik Der Ghoukassian’s “Leba-
non in My Mind: The Civil War and
the Centrality of the Lebanese Arme-
nian Community in the Making of
Armenian Diaspora Nationalism.”
The final section features Asbed
Kotchikian’'s “Between (home)land
non, 1930-1980"; Nora Salmanian, and (host)land: Lebanese Armenians
“La contribution des Arméniens and the Republic of Armenia” and
libanais a la vie musicale et artistique Nicola Migliorino’s “The Lebanese

Seven chapters are in English, four inLiban dans les années 1920 et 1930"au Liban de 1920 a nos jours” (“Leba- System and Armenian Cultural Di-
French, and three in Armenian—the lan- (“The Permanent Settlement of Ar- nese-Armenian Contributions to the versity Between Yesterday, Today,
guages in which the original papers weremenian Refugees in Lebanon in the Musical and Artistic Life of Lebanon and Tomorrow: Opportunities and

presented. Translated abstracts are giveiears 1920 to 1930”), which makes
at the end of the chapters. The volumeextensive use of the AGBU archives
contains biographies of the authors andon the permanent resettlement of
photographs and maps. Armenian refugees during this pe-
riod.
The third section, in Armenian,
contains Verjine Svazlian’'s
in Lebanon “Libananahay hayrenadardzneru
Covering the full span of Ar- hamazhamanakeay evtarzhamanakea
menian history and society in Leba- mshakutayin zarkatsune Hayastani

Wide Range of Topics in
Armenian History and Culture

from 1920 to the Present Time”); Limits.”
Armen Urneshlian, “Arabi kerpare Armenians of Lebanon is avail-
Libananahay grakanutean mech”able from NAASR’s bookstore for
(“Arab Characters in Lebanese-Ar- $35.00 (less 15% for NAASR mem-
menian Literature”); and Araxy bers). Books can be purchased in
Deronian (“The Armenians in Leba- personat NAASR, 395 Concord Ave.,
non at the Library of Congress”). Belmont, MA 02478, or online at
The fifth section, “Les www.naasr.org. For more informa-
Armeéniens au Travail,” contains edi- tion contact NAASR at 617-489-
tor Aida Boudjikanian’s essay “Le 1610 or hg@naasr.org.

The Survivor: Biography Of Aram Andonian

By Roland Mnatsakanyan

dedicated to the 95th anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide. The first two
volumes were Aram Andonian’s "Ex-

ile, Trauma and Death: On the Road tof
Chankiri with Komitas Vartabed" and
“Teotig: Biography”. The third vol-

ume, “The Survivor: A Biography of
Aram Andonian”, is about the extraor-
dinary life of a very colorful Ottoman
Armenians intellectual, Aram Andonian.

Andonian was a journalist, book [5
collector, artist and historian. A great [ &=
writer, his publications ranged from |
literary pieces to children’s stories to a |5
history of the Balkan Wars. He later
wrote on the Armenian Genocide as
well.

He was one of the Armenian in- After all, who would otherwise believe
tellectuals who were arrested in the horrors Armenians had suffered
Constantinople on 24 April 1915. While between 1915-18?
on a death-convoy, Andonian man- While in Aleppo, Andonian made
aged to leave the convoy because of aithe acquaintance of Naim Bey, an Ot-
unexpected sequence of events. Higoman telegraphic officer who,
fellow detainees continued and were Andonian states, gave him copies of
killed. Andonian was thereafter rear- official telegrams that had ordered the
rested and escaped several times. destruction of Armenians. These docu-

At the end of World War | he ments were published to great effect.
realised the importance of document-In recent years the authenticity of
ing the Armenian Genocide and, like these documents has been brough
other Armenians, collected affidavits. into question, especially as the original

= Rita Somlahian keyumijian

=
P

records collected by Andonian have ness: Komitas, Portrait of an Armenian
been lost. Icon” (Gomidas Institute, 2001).
Andonian went on to work for For more information, please
the Armenian National Delegation at contact info@gomidas.org or visit
the Paris Peace Conference in 1919www.gomidas.org
He later became the founding curator
ofthe AGBU Nubarian Library in Paris. “Trilogy April 24, 1915”
During World War I, when Germans (Vol. 1) Aram Andonian, Exile,
occupied Paris, he opposed the Ger-Trauma and Death: On the Road to
man confiscation of the library’s books. Chankiri with Komitas Vartabed,
Many were still taken away and never (transl, ed and annot by Dr. Rita
recovered. Soulahian Kuyumjian), joint publica-
One of his last published works, tion of the Gomidas Institute and
which was serialised in Armenian, were Tekeyan Cultural Association, 200 pp,
his memoirs of the arrests on April 24 maps, photos, ISBN 9781903656921,
1915. These articles were supposed tgpb. GB£16.00 / US$22.00.
focus on Komitas Vartabed, but he (Vol. 2) Rita Soulahian Kuyumijian,
expanded his account because of greaTeotig: Biography [including Monu-
public interest. The series was neverment to April 11 by Teotig], joint
finished and only went up to the fourth publication of the Gomidas Institute
day of exile. Nevertheless, it was still and Tekeyan Cultural Association, 254
the most powerful account of those pp, photos, ISBN 9781903656938, pb.
days. The English translation of that GB£16.00 / US$22.00.
work appeared as the first volume in (Vol. 3) Rita Soulahian Kuyumijian,
the current series. The Survivor: Biography of Aram
The project "Trilogy April 24, Andonian, joint publication of the

1915" was undertaken by Rita Gomidas Institute and Tekeyan Cul-
Soulahian, a Canadian Armenian pro-tural Association, 96 pp, photos, ISBN
fessor. Her earlier works include the 9781903656938, pb. GB£10.00 /
highly acclaimed “Archeology of Mad- US$14.00.
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The Army Of Crime At The 2010 LA Missak Manouchian
Film Festival

Missak Manouchian was born into

LOS ANGELES -- The Arme-
nian Dramatic Arts Alliance (ADAA)
is hosting special screening of the
french language film Army Of Crime
on Friday June 25th at 8:00pm at the

Regal 12 and Sunday June 27th afge

1:00pm at the Regal 8 (Regal Cin-
emas 14 at L.A. LIVE 1000 West
Olympic Boulevard Los Angeles, CA
90015).

Army Of Crime is the story of
The Armenian poet, Missak
Manouchian who leads a mixed bag of
youngsters and immigrants in a clan-
destine battle against the Nazi occupa-
tion. Twenty-two men and one woman

a peasant family in the ethnically-Arme-
nian town of Adiyaman in Turkey, quite
near the Syrian border. As a child, he lost
his father, who was probably killed by
Turkish soldiers during the Armenian
Genocide of 1915-1917. His mother
died soon afterward, a victim of the
famine that followed the genocide. (The
famine came because there were nd
longer enough men available to work the
land.)

Missak and his brother, Karabet,
now orphaned, joined the stream of
Armenian refugees heading south into
the French protectorate of Syria. The
brothers were accepted at an orphanage
learned the French language, acquire
carpentry and other manual skills there,
and remained until they were able to
secure passage to Marseilles, where theyas an armed faction of the MOI that had
landed in 1925. Eventually, they moved been formed in April 1942 under the
to Paris, where Missak took a job as aleadership of the Jewish Bessarabian,
lathe operator at a Citroén plant andBoris Holban. The first detachment to
joined the General Confederation of which he was assigned included mostly
Labour (in French: Confédération Romanian and Hungarian Jews, and only
Générale du Travail or CGT). a few Armenians.

Karabet died in 1927 of unknown On 17 March 1943, he participated
causes, and Missak lost his job when then his first armed action, in Levallois-
world-wide economic crisis of the early Perret, but his lack of discipline earned
1930s set in. Disaffected with capital- him a reprimand, and he was suspended
ism, he began earning a meager living byfrom further operations. In July 1943,
posing for sculptors. Missak also wrote he became technical commissioner of
poetry and, with his Armenian friend, the FTP-MOI in Paris, and then, in
Semmes, he founded two literary maga-August, he became the military commis-
zines, Tchank (Effort) and Machagouyt sioner, replacing Boris Holban who had
(Culture), in which they published ar- been dismissed for insubordination. Jo-

fighting for an ideal and for freedom. Director by Robert Guédiguian ticles on French literature and Armenian seph Epstein, head of another group of
News of their daring attacks, includ- and writen by Robert Guédiguian, culture. They translated Baudelaire, FTP-MOI, became the head of all of the
ing the assassination of an SS generalSerge Le Péron, Gilles Taurand theVerlaine, and Rimbaud into Armenian, Partisan guerrilla fighters in the Paris
eventually reaches Berlin. Banded to- castincludes Simon Abkarian, Virginie making many of these works available in region. In this way, Manouchian as-
gether by passion and desperation, thd-edoyen, Robinson Stévenin, Gregoire Armenian for the first time. Contempo- sumed command of three detachments,
rag-tag group of immigrants in occu- Leprince-Ringuet, Lola Naymark, raneously, both Manouchian and totaling aboutfifty activists. Particularly
pied Paris fight for liberation and their Yann Trégou‘t, Ariane Ascaride, Semmes enrolled at the Sorbonne toto the credit of the Manouchian group is
own survival in this rousing, deeply- Jean-Pierre Darroussin, Ivan Franek,audit courses in literature, philosophy, the assassination (by the partisans, Marcel
felt historical epic. Adrien Jolivet). economics, and history. Rayman, Léo Kneller, and Celestino
In 1934, Manouchian joined the Alfonso) on 28 September 1943, of
. R . Communist Party, and, in the following General Julius Ritter, the assistant in
American Jewish Community Ends Support Of year, he was elected secretary of theFrance to Fritz Sauckel, responsible for
Turkish Interests On Hill Relief Committee for Armenia (HOC), the mobilization and deportation of labor
an organization associated with the MOl under the German STO (the Obligatory
to designate the IHH, the Turkish char- (Immigrant Workforce Movement). He Work Service) in Nazi-occupied Eu-
ity that helped organize the free-Gazabecame afull-time militant. Atameeting rope. The groups under Manouchian
the American Jewish community.”  flotilla as a foreign terrorist organiza- of the MOI in 1935, he met a woman carried out almost thirty successful at-
In the 1980s, Turkey often lost tion. In Turkey, the IHH has been named Mélinée Assadourian, who be-tacks on German interests from August
major fights in Congress to the Greek praised as a group of peace activistscame his companion (and, later, histo November 1943.
and Armenian lobbies. and humanitarians. wife). Also in 1935, he took over re- The Special Brigade No. 2 of Gen-
"It made Turkey's strategic value "In terms of the Jewish commu- sponsibility for the Armenian-language eral Intelligence had already made two
to the United States more visible and nity and Israel, neither one of us wantsweekly newspaper, Zangou, which hadsweeps, in March and July 1943, look-
understandable when supporters ofto throw it away and hope it is not been named for an Armenian river. ing for troublemakers. (The Special Bri-
Israel would go to bat for them," said over," Mr. Foxman said. "But every Whenthe Second World War broke gades were a collaborationist French
Douglas J. Feith, a former day there is another provocation. Ev-outin September 1939, Manouchian, aspolice force specializing in tracking down
undersecretary of defense for policy ery day the Turkish government goesa foreigner, was evacuated from Paris‘internal enemies”, mmembers of the
who represented Turkey when he wasout of its way to be insulting to Israel andfound work in the Rouen area, againFrench Resistance, dissidents, escaped
out of government in the early 1990s. and another link is broken." as a lathe-operator. After the defeat ofprisoners, Jews, and those evading the
"All of the sudden, you not only had Morris Amitay, a former execu- June 1940, he returned to Paris to find,STO.) Thereafter, the Special Brigades
strong support for Turkey in elements tive director of AIPAC who has also unsurprisingly, that his militantactivities undertook a large operation based on
of the executive branch, you also hadrepresented Turkey, was more blunt.had become illegal. (The Communist tailing suspected activists, an effort

Continued from page 2

then some serious debate on [Capitol "If someone asked me now if | Party had been banned by the Frenchwhich, eventually, led to the complete
Hill] in favor of Turkey as well." would try to protect Turkey in Con- authorities in September 1939.) On 22dismantling of the FTP-MOI of Paris in
Today, far from being an asset gress, my response would be, 'You'veJune 1941, when the invasion of themid-November. On the morning of 16
for Turkey, the American Jewish com- got to be kidding," he said. USSR by the Nazis began, he was ar-November 1943, Manouchian was ar-
munity appears to becoming a potent The liberal Jewish organizations rested by the occupying Germans in anrested in his headquarters at Evry-Petit
foe of Turkish interests in Washing- J Street and Americans for Peace Nowanti-Communist round-up. Interned in a Bourg. His companion, Mélinee, man-
ton. declined to comment on the deteriora-prison camp at Compiégne, he was re-aged to escape the police. Missak
On Tuesday for example, the tion of Israeli-Turkish ties in Washing- leased after a few weeks with no chargeManouchian was tortured and was shot
Anti-Defamation League issued a presston. brought against him. to death at age 37 on 21 February 1944.
release calling on the State Department The Washington Times He became the political chief of the The same day, twenty-one of his com-

Armenian section of the underground rades refused blindfolds and were also
: MOI, but little is known about his activi- shot in the Fort Mont-Valerian. Only
Q- { ties until 1943. In February of that year, Olga Bancic, the twenty-third member

; U] newsam Manouchian transferred to the FTP- of Manouhian’s inner circle, was ex-
MOI, a group of gunmen and saboteursecuted elsewhere; she was beheaded in
attached to the MOI in Paris; the FTP the prison at Stuttgart on 10 May 1944.
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ARMENIAN DANCE ENSEMBLE
Dance instructor and artist: MRS. AREVIK HAKOPYAN
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CLASSES BEGIN JUNE 14
MONDAYS and THURSDAYS * 5:00-6:00
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FLEASE EMAIL:

ARMENIAN

IDENTITY
HARVEST

PRESENTS

SATURDAY

JUNE 26, 2010
12:00 PM - 8:00 PM
VICTORY PARK

2275 PALOMA STREET, PASADENA

FOOD = LIVE MUSIC « BOOTHS
CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES
FREE ADMISSION = FREE PARKING

CO-5PONSORED BY:
THE CITY OF PASADENA

FOR MORE INFORMATION

armenianidentityharvest@gmail.com

Join ou ind st r 5

with KHATCHIK CHAHINIAN ESssssimes
Come and deéscove yowr ccen f:'{y;’
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AGBU Vatche and Tamar Manoukian High School

‘unp UwlybpnGipne UppdwlGwgpmphiG, 9pn-12pn “hwuwpwGGhp

New Student Enrollment, Grades: 9-12

v College Preparatory Academic Program

v Honors or Advance Placement (AP) Level
Instruction in all subject areas

v Small Class Sizes and Individual Attention

¥ Wisual Performing Arts Program in Dance,
Drama, Theater, Music and Choir

UppwpnzwlGhn wnpwdwnpbph 66wyl wawlbpinGipmG, npnlp
gmgwpbpwd GG, pGwlu Gwln qbGpwquibg plnmbGwhmpmb mGhG fintbw) Jupqbpki

- ¢Technologyy - Gpwdownnyepili - Pwinpnl - Nwpwpnibuun

v Comprehensive Armenian Curriculum
v Technology and Computer Program
v College Counseling and Admissions Guidance

¥ Co-curricular and Extra-Curricular Activities
including Competitive Sports

v Safe and Secure Closed Campus

Qbn LunwlGipmb Lwidwp Qunwpbgbp LunwamlG CGunpnyeln

Mwmd, Yppmpmlb, Swennnyehl

Call: (626) T94-0363

We are located at 2495 E. Mountain St, Pasadena, CA 91104
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Z& UNIFIED YOUNG ARMENIANS
present...

Friday, June 18, 2010 at 8:00pm
. 320 W. Wilson Ave., Glendale, CA 91203

Doors open at 7:00pm for Cocktails
Tickets S20 in advance, $25 at the door

For tickets and event information
information call

(818) 383-0018 or (818) 809-6695  '\\\%
We will be raffling off an Apple iPod Touch @

IR
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