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UN experts urge judicial impartiality in Armenia
to prevent arbitrary detention
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Church Services Held at Surb Khach
Cathedral on Akhtamar Island

Archbishop Aram Ateshian conducts liturgy in Surb Khatch church

Senator Boxer Blocks Obama Pick
For U.S. Ambassador To Azerbaijan

WASHINGTON, DC -- Senator concerns me is that Mr. Bryza has dem-
Barbara Boxer, a Democrat from Cali- onstrated a pattern of unwillingness to
fornia, placed a “hold” on the nominee, speak out forcefully in the face of in-
Matthew Bryza, echoing concerns over creasing Azerbaijani aggression against
his alleged anti-Armenian bias that are Nagorno-Karabakh.”
expressed by Armenian-American ad- Boxer already forced the Senate
vocacy groups. panel to delay the vote, originally sched-

Boxer announced the decision just uled for August 3, after grilling Bryza,
hours after the Senate committee overtogether with several other senators,
whelmingly approved Bryza's candi- during confirmation hearings heldinlate
dacy. She and another pro-ArmenianJuly. In particular, the diplomat was
Democrat, Senator Robert Menendez ofpressed on his alleged personal ties to
New Jersey, were the only committee Turkey and Azerbaijan and a pro-
members to vote against. Azerbaijani statement attributed to himin

“Despite my appreciation for Mr. 2008.

Bryza's long service as a Foreign Ser- Bryza, who previously served as
vice Officer, | don't believe he is the deputy assistant secretary of state for
right person for this position,” Boxer

reportedly said after the vote. “What Continued on page 2

VAN, Turkey — For the first and attracted many visitors, including
time in nearly a century, Several thou- representatives of the foreign diplo-
sand Armenian pilgrims took boats to matic corps in Turkey and the mayor
Surb Khach (Holly Cross) Cathedral of the city of Van.
on Akhtamar Island in Lake Van to “Today, we are experiencing the
conduct a religious service in the re-joy of praying in this church and of
cently renovated church which was sharing a spiritual tradition that is eleven
abandoned during the Armenian Geno-centuries old,” Archbishop Ateshian,
cide 95 years ago. the acting patriarch of Istanbul, told

In 2007, Turkey restored the 10th worshippers during the service.
century church and opened it as a He spoke of a need for peace,
museum. Earlier this year, Turkey’s saying feelings of animosity and hate
Islamic-oriented government agreedsend people into “an abyss of dark-
to allow once-yearly worship as a ness.”
gesture to Armenia and its own ethnic Hundreds of Armenian pilgrims
Armenian minority. But the Sunday also attended from all over the world.
Mass was boycotted by many Arme- Many others reportedly did not travel
nians because of the failure by Turkeyto protest the fact that a large cast iron
to place a cross atop the building.  cross was not mounted on top of the

The September 19 Liturgy, con- church as planned.
ducted by Archbishop Aram Ateshian, Turkish officials postponed in-
the spiritual leader of Turkey’s Arme-

nian community, lasted for 2 1/2 hours Continued onpage 2

UN Expert Calls for Action to Improve the
Lives of Armenia’s Displaced

UN NEWS CENTER -- Arme-
nian authorities need to do more to
integrate internally displaced persons
(IDPs) into their new communities
and help those still living in difficult
circumstances, a United Nations hu-
man rights expert warned today after
visiting the Caucasus country.

“Internally displaced persons in
Armenia have been forgotten for too
long,” said Walter Kalin, the Secre-
tary-General's representative on the
rights of IDPs. “More should be done
to improve the lives of these people
who have been displaced for two de-
cades, and this needs a concerted ef]
fort by the Government and the inter-
national community.”

During his two-day visit, which
concluded on Saturday, Mr. Kalin met
with IDPs from the Dprabak village,
and from the Gegharkurnik region. said. They suffer, in particular, from a
The displaced populations there still Jack of adequate housing and limited
face great problems with respect to
their economic and social rights, he

Walter Kalin

Continuedon page 4

US Congratulates Armenians on
Independence

On behalf of President Obama and the people of the United States, |
congratulate the people of Armenia as you celebrate your Independende Day
on September 21.

| experienced the hospitality of the Armenian people first hand when |
visited Yerevan earlier this year. | was honored to spend the Fourth of July —
our national independence day —in Armenia, and | am proud to commenporate
Armenia’s rich culture and many achievements on your independence celebra-
tion.

Americans of Armenian heritage have made many contributions t
United States over the years, deepening the ties of friendship and aff
between our countries. We are committed to expanding our cooperatio
building a promising future for all our citizens.

| wish the people of Armenia a safe and happy independence day
peace and prosperity in the year ahead.

Hillary Rodham Clinton (Secretary of State)

D the
bction
n and
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Levon Ter-Petrosian:No Agreement on
Karabakh Without Stepanakert’s Signature

YEREVAN -- Op-
position leader Levo
Ter-Petrosian warne
President Serzh Sa
kisian against making &
unpopular peace de
with Azerbaijan as hi
Armenian National Co
gress (HAK) launche
what it called a “ne
wave” of anti-govern
ment street protests la
on Friday.

Addressing se
eral thousand suppo . . .
ersrallyingin Yerevan!—evon Ter-Petrosian addressing his supporters

Ter-Petrosian claimed

that Armenia is facing a “forced solu- Ter-Petrosian portrayed the re-
tion” to the Nagorno-Karabakh con- ported sale of Russian S-300 air-de-
flictbecause it has ceased to be Russia'sense missiles to Azerbaijan and the
sole ally in the region. Citing Russia’s extension of Russia’s lease on a mili-
warming ties with Azerbaijan and Tur- tary base in Armenia as an indication
key, he spoke of the ongoing emer-that Moscow is “infinitely increasing

gence of a “Russian-Turkish-Azer- jts role in the Karabakh settlement
baijani format” which he said will ef- process.” The leader of the country’s
fectively drive the United States and largest opposition force, whose public

France out of the Karabakh peace pro-pronouncements have been quite sym-
cess and seek a pro-Azerbaijani settle-

ment of the dispute.

Continued onpage 4
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Akhtamar Church in Turkish Media Karabakh Armenians Expect No Progress
The Turkish press is actively dis- In Peace Talks

cussing the liturgy in the Surb Khach Dy n " STEPANAKERT -- Nagorno- negotiating process but we don't ex-
Church on Akhtamar PgnmsulamVap ; g 5l Karabakh’s leadership soughton Tues-pect any breakthrough, any serious
It IS n_oteworthy t_hat artlcle§ _abound In day to downplay fresh talks between progress,” Davit Babayan told RFE/
criticism of Tur“klsh auth_orltles about Armenia’s and Azerbaijan’s foreign RL's Armenian service from
the fuss over hot pI?cmg the Cross ministers which are expected to be Stepanakert. “What is happening in
for technical reasons™. held in New York this week. Azerbaijan give us no reason to expect
Robert Bradtke, the U.S. co-chair any constructive steps from
of the OSCE Minsk Group, said last Azerbaijan.”
week that Foreign Ministers Edward Babayan also said that the
Nalbandian and EImar Mammadyarov Karabakh Armenians have still not for-
will meet on the sidelines of the UN mally agreed to a fact-finding trip to
General Assembly to discuss “new Armenian-controlled territories around
ideas” proposed by the American, the enclave planned by the mediators.
French and Russian mediators. He said they should also inspect areas
Bradtke told BBC's Azerbaijani of Karabakh controlled by Azerbaijani
service that the mediators expect “someforces.
progress” at the talks. “We expect “That could be done simulta-
constructive steps from the sides inneously or next year,” added the
terms of advancing the peace pro-Karabakh official. “But if that doesn’t

The whole country of Turkey
can not lift a 100 pound cross

In particular, analytical journal-
ist, Ayse Gyur, in his article in the
newspaper Taraf, shows some sar-
casm while drawing parallels with the
"inability" to lift L00kg weight on the
10-15 meter high dome.

"In a country where construc-
tion firms are able to build 270 meter
tall skyscrapers, how is the Governor
of Van not embarrassed by claiming

that he can not lift and place a 100 kgthe dome after the reconstruction, butcess,” he said. happen, that mission will become
iron cross at some 10-15 meters? Thethis issue has been so politicized by But a spokesman for Nagorno- meaningless. Having said that, we are
crisis was overcome by the innovative both sides, it has resulted in disputes”,Karabakh President Bako Sahakiannot afraid of such missions. Let them
entrepreneurs of Van, and the cross- said the Turk sadly. sounded far more pessimistic aboutcome and see that these territories are
was erected. Unfortunately, not atop the New York meeting. “Such meet- aninseparable part of Artsakh and will
the dome, where it would have been Surb Khach liturgy not game, ings are important for maintaining the remain as such.”
acceptable to the Armenian commu- Turkish journalist says
nity",- writes Gyur. The liturgy in Surb Khach church Vice-Speaker of Armenian Parliament
is not a game. If it were a game typical .
The cross should have been of Turkey’s foreign policy, the public Forced to ReSIgn
erected right attter the would have preventedit, Yavuz Baydar, YEREVAN -- One of the two
reconstruction a Sabah correspondent, told the Yerkir ;
) » . . deputy speakers of the Armenian par-

Armenia and Turkey have politi- Media Armenian TV channel. liament stepped down on Monday in a

cized the issue of erecting the crosson "l have come here as a journalist

move ordered by the Prosperous Ar-
menia Party (BHK), a junior partnerin
the country’s governing coalition.

The reason for Arevik Petrosian’s
resignation were notimmediately clear,
and she could not be reached for com/
ment.

“This was a decision made by
our party. There are no extraordinary
reasons for that,” Khachik Galstian, a -'
spokesman for BHK leader Gagik
Tsarukian told RFE/RL’s Armenian
service. ference on Friday. She insisted that

“She will continue to serve as a she is not interest in the post of vice-
rank-and-file deputy in our parliamen- speaker reserved for Tsarukian's party
tary faction. The party will nominate under its 2008 power-sharing agree-
her replacementin the future,” he said, ment with President Serzh Sarkisian’s
adding that Tsarukian himself will not Republican Party of Armenia.
Church Services Held at Surb Khach Cathedral seek to occupy the vacant post. Petrosian, 37, became the first

Asked why the BHK leadership female vice-speakerin Armenia’s post-

decided to replace her, Galstian said,Soviet history less than three years ago
‘| can't tell. You can ask Ms. Arevik and has kept a low profile since then.
and she will reply.” She had served as deputy minister of

Petrosian has been tipped to re-justice before being elected to the Na-
sign since last week amid rumors thattional Assembly on the BHK ticket in
she has fallen out with Naira Zohrabian, May 2007.
another senior BHK parliamentarian. The BHK boasts the second larg-
Zohrabian, who chairs the parliament est faction in the assembly and holds
committee on European integration, four ministerial portfolios in Sarkisian’s

the Surb Khach Church, says architectand as a man wishing the improvement
and restoration expert Mildanoglu of Armenian-Turkish relations and mak-

Zakaria, who took part in the recon- ing every effort for this. | will do my
struction of the historic church on the bestfor Armenian-Turkish relations to
island of Akhtamar. Nevertheless, the improve and follow a normal course”,
authorization of a religious service is a Baydar said.

huge breakthrough, stated Mildanoglu He regards as wrong the decision
in an interview with the Turkish edi- not to install the cross on Surb Khach

tion of Hirriyet Daily News & Eco- church. He hopes Turkey will realize
nomic Review. its mistake and have the cross in-
He also noted that the debate aboutstalled. '

the issue of the cross should not detract ~ Yanuz Baydar has published ar-
from the rare religious service in the ticles on Armenian-Turkish relations
church. "I have always said that the for many years. He has repeatedly
cross should not be used in politics. visited Armeniaand participated in jour-
The cross should have been erected omalist exchange programs.

Continued from page 1 service from large screens on the church
grounds.
stalling the cross atop the church until “This is a historic event,” said
after a nationwide referendum last KarapetHajipogosyan, who traveled from
week, saying they wanted to keep theYerevan, Armenia for the service. “l am
symbolism of the cross from being reliving our past, | am remembering
used against Prime Minister Recepwhat we went through. My feelings are
Tayyip Erdogan’s ruling party. The mixed.”

symbolism could upset some Mus- “The feelings we have are of grief, -

S ! . LI ) . was asked about them at a news con<¢oalition government.

lims; and a parallel force, Turkey’s painbutalso ofjoy,” said Hegine Makruhi

secular establishmentghich includes Buyukagopyan, deputy chief editor ofan :

the military, might regard it as a conces-Armenian-language newspaper in Senator Boxer Blocks Obama Pick

sion to Armenia and the Armenian Istanbul. “I never dreamt that we would Continued from page 1 congressional endorsement of Evans’s

diaspora'.. ' ' be able to come here” for worship. replacement nominated by President
Officials again postponed putting The red stone church of Surb Europeand Central Asiaand Washington'sGeorge W. Bush atthe time. The senator’s

up the cross after the referendum, citingKhach is one of the few surviving ex- chief Nagorno-Karabakh conflict nego- “hold” forced the Bush administration to
technical difficulties, but Mayor Yusuf amples ofthe ancient Armenian civiliza- tiator, insisted that the statement waspropose another ambassadorial candidate
Gunitold The Associated Press the crosgion in what is now eastern Turkey. It incorrectly translated from Russian. He to the Senate two years later.

would be raised onto the church’s domewas built by the Armenian King Gagikin also denied playing any role in the 2006 The session will come shortly be-
in the coming days. 915, and is the most complete ancientdismissal of the then U.S. ambassador tdore mid-term congressional elections in

The cross was instead mounted onArmenian building left in Turkey. Armenia, John Evans, which was widely the United States. Boxer is facing a tight
a platform outside the church for One elderly pilgrim at the Septem- attributed to the latter’s public affirmation reelection battle in California, a state
Sunday’s service, and many pilgrims ber 19 Mass said Catholicos Karekin Il, of the 1915 Armenian genocide. with a sizable Armenian-American com-
kisseditorkneltatitto pray. Some wept. the head of the Armenian Apostolic It was Menendez who blocked munity.

Elderly worshippers, some hold- Church, should have come to Turkey
ing walking sticks, maneuvered up rocky and shown that “the local Armenians are“This church has not had a cross for 100gious service held atthe Armenian Geno-
pathways to the church with the help of also his flock.” years. Did people want this church to becide Memorial on a hill overlooking the
younger relatives. About 50 people filled “The cross will be set up one day. restored or destroyed?” In Armenia, capital, Yerevan. They denounced the
the church, while others watched theThis is not that important,” he said. hundreds attended an alternative reli-service on Lake Van as a publicity stunt.
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Assemblyman Mike Gatto Addresses
Armenian Diocese Gala, Receives Blessing
From Catholicos Karekin 11

BURBANK, CA -- Weekend of
September 12, Assemblyman Mike
Gatto was honored to play a major role
in the two-day celebration of the Pon-
tifical visit of His Holiness Karekin I,
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos to
All Armenians and the consecration of
the newly constructed St. Leon Arme- j
nian Cathedral.

On Saturday, September 11,
Gatto met with His Holiness Karekin [
II, and asked for and received his k4
blessing. “As a member of the Chris-
tian faith, it was a tremendous honor to
meet with the patriarch of the oldest

UM Dearborn Armenian Research Center
25th Anniversary

DEARBORN, Mich.— Twenty-  dress the fate of Armenian intellectuals
five years ago Professor Denniswho repatriated to Soviet Armenia in
Papazian was convinced an Armenianthe 1920s-1930s.”Panel speakers will
Research Center (ARC) was needed tdnclude Dr. Lema Ekmekcioglu, UM-
serve the needs of the higher academiann Arbor, and Professor Garen
community of scholars - and as aKhachatryran, National Academy of
communication learning center for stu- Armenian Sciences,
dents and faculty. Speakers at the second session

That goal was reached and will will include Talar Chahinian, Univer-
be observed during a two-day Oct.15-sity of California at Los Angeles, and
16 conference at the UM Dearborn Dr. Vartan Martossian, an independent
campus, with an array of internation- scholar from New Jersey; while the
ally known scholars taking part in final session , chaired by Professor
sessions highlighted with a keynote papazian will be headlined by panelists
address by distinguished Professorpr. Asdbed Kotchikian, Bentley Uni-
Khachig Tololyan of Connecticut’s versity , Dr. Vicken Cheterian of

Christian tradition,” said Assembly- Wesleyan University. Geneva, and Professor Jean- Robert
man Gatto. Gatto also attended the The Beirut-born Armenian scholar, Raviot of the University of Paris.
consecration liturgy at St. Leon Cathe- an expert on the fate of the Armenian In a recent interview with re-
dral later that day. Assemblyman Mike Gatto presenting  pjaspora, will focus his talk on “Why search publicist Anahid Derbabian,

On Sunday, September 12, GattoResolution honoringtheWestern Dio- Study the Armenian Diaspora.” Tololyan Papazian, now retired and living in
addressed the Gala banquet for supcese of the Armenian Church St. Leon s the founding editor of the journal New Jersey with his wife , Professor
porters of the Cathedral. Gatto was Cathedral atthe celebratory gala ban- Diaspora. Mary Papazian, provost ,at Lehman
lauded for obtaining for the Cathedral quet Tololyan, an accomplished College, said ti’1e start-up years for
special freeway signs to direct the jngthe Catholicos and commemorating speaker, will also chair a Saturday ARC called for critical decision-mak-
faithful. The Cathedral clergy praised the consecration of the cathedral. “This morning session saluting the confer-ing. “Rather than establish a chair, |
Gatto for the incredibly swift turn-  peautiful landmark is something you ence committee for focusing the two- decided to establish a research center
around time for the erection of the see in the great cities of Europe,” Gattoday session on the Armenian Diasporato make research on Armenian studies
signs. *l wanted the signs to be up for stated in his remarks, “l am so proud toand its linkage to present-day free easy. Young people needed a local
His Holiness’s visit, so | worked very have it in my district.” The resolution Armenia and its 70 years as a Sovietplace to concentrate on doing their
hard to move the state transportationGatto presented was co-signed byrepublic. research. The Armenian Research Cen-
department.” Speaker of the State Assembly John  Professor Ara Sanjian, director ter was the anchor.”

]l.. ] 'I‘!'Ilrr

At the banquet, Gatto also pre- perez, State Senator Joe Simitian andf ARC since 2006, said the confer- The campaign to launch ARC
sented a legislative resolution We|C0m'Assemnyman Kevin De Leodn. ence theme on Armenia and its Diasporayas given monetary support from the
is the Center's mission to foster a national Knights of Vartan organiza-
renewed bond between Diaspora Ar-tjon.
menians and the homeland to over- After 25 years, ARC continues in
vladabar Hill 1 ] o] come the ill-fated repatriation drive in jts mission under the guidance of Pro-
the late 1940'’s. fessor Sanjian.
BEAST O N T H E M OO N “Our vision here at ARC is how Ani Kasparian, chairperson of the
best can we serve the Armenian people25th anniversary planning committee,
Richard K and our landlocked homeland. | am said attendance to the conference is
VAMLIAND Rdcinuskl convinced establishing a linkage be-free and open to the public while the
| tween Armenia and Diasporan Arme- Saturday night (Oct.16) banquet at
nians is the scholarly path to take.” The Henry (formerly the Ritz-Carlton)
Sanjian said the conference opensijs $75 per person.
7~ FA T O caane Yy with its first session at 6:30 p.m Fri- Reservations can be placed for
I A WAETE nLY Says {T[} ) _p
: day, Oct.15 chaired by Professorthe 7 p.m. banquet by calling ARC at
Kevork Bardakjian of the University of 313-593-5181.
eemotionally powerful.. straightforward, honest performances...” Michigan-Ann Arbor. At this session Additional information is avail-
' Professor Amatumi Vitrabayan of the able on ARC’s website at httphfftp: /
National Archves of Armenia will ad- jwww.umd.umch.edu/dept/armenian/

The Award Winni Frrenian .fj‘md qrn’gn
e 1915 Armenian Genocide=<; Armenian Children’s Concert in Lexington, MA-

From Armenia With Traditional Instruments

WATERTOWN, MA -- In celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the
Amaras Art Alliance of Watertown, MA, the nonprofit, independent cultural
organization will host a concert on October 3, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. at thg Cary
Memorial Auditorium at 1605 Mass Ave in Lexington.

The concert will feature the Traditional Instruments Ensemble of the
Sayat Nova Music School in Yerevan, Armenia, under the direction of Mgestro
Tikran Hekekyan. Additionally, there will be a special appearance by the Boston
based dance company Sayat Nova. This dynamic group is traveling to the U.S.
at the invitation of Amaras Art Alliance, under the auspices of the Armgnian
Ministry of Diaspora, and will tour Washington DC, New York, New Jergey,
Providence, Boston and California. The concert in Washington DC w/ll be
hosted by the Embassy of The Republic of Armenia. The proceeds frgm the
event will benefit Sayat Nova School and Amaras’ Badalian Music Fupd to
provide scholarships to young Armenian-Americans who wish to pursue a
- music education. Amaras Art Alliance promotes new talents both in the] USA
Sept. 11th runniTethallcks and abroad. Its aim is to promote the rich cultures of the Armenian and
Thurs, Fri, Sat @ 8pm, Sun @ 2pm American people and to facilitate the exchange of ideas and exprefssions
between these two cultures through performances, exhibits, lectures, ppblica-
o BT T 2 g B tions, youth cultural travel tours and funding of special programs. The cgncert
Exclusive Armenian Community Discount: on October 3 will be a unique and exciting opportunity to support the wark of
Use Propjn@Code 005 for $10 OFF Amaras Art Alliance, and make a difference in the lives of young musidians.
For tickets Lwivw.plays411.com/beast or For further information or to purchase tickets online please visit

: [E:‘E'—l f-fir"-.i'l-'?-’?-"ﬂ-‘l- www.AmarasOnline.com or call 617-331-0426.
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Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian Authors “Armenians of Lebanon” to Be Presented at
A New Book NAASR Event

By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian the Armenian Evangelical Movement BELMONT, MA -- The National
was an authentic religious movementAssociation for Armenian Studies and

ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL that was born in the bosom of the Research (NAASR) will present a talk
MOVEMENT—History, Faithand Mis-  Armenian Apostolic Churchinthe sec- by Dr. Aida Boudjikanian, editor of
sion is the sixth volume from the pen ond quarter of the 19th century. Armenians of Lebanon: From Past Prin-
of Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian, a highly Darakjian also makes an interest-cesses and Refugees to Present-Da
respected veteran minister, a distin-ing distinction between evangelism and Community, on Thursday, October 7,
guished intellectual, and a former edi- proselytism. He states that evangelismat 8:00 p.m., at the NAASR Center,
tor of four Armenian Evangelical pub- is carrying out the Great Commission 395 Concord Avenue, Belmont, MA.
lications here and abroad. It is an of Jesus Christ given to his followers The event will serve as the U.S. launch
anthology of the author’s scholarly to go and preach the Gospel, while of the book, published by Haigazian
lectures on the Armenian Evangelical proselytism means the conversion ofUniversity and NAASR’s Armenian
Movement delivered or published on people from one religion to another. Heritage Press.
various occasions, as well as his eru-Based on this definition, he emphati- Armenians of Lebanon, which
dite articles and editorials that have cally rejects the accusation that theincludes an introduction by Dr.
appeared in the AEUNA Forum during Armenian Evangelicals are proselytesBoudjikanian, compiles papers given at
the past three decades. and are engaged in proselytism. Histhe 2005 conference “Armenians of

Published by the Armenian Mis- contention is that throughout their his- Lebanon: Past and Present,” held o
sionary Association of America, tory, the Armenian Evangelicals have the occasion of Haigazian’s 50th anni-
through the generosity of Drs. never proselytized but only evange-versary. The conference was orga-abstracts are given at the end of the
Nazareth and Ani Darakjian, and dedi- lized (pp.62-65). nized by Dr. Ara Sanjian, then the chapters. The volume contains biog-
cated to his wife, Dr. Agnes Darakjian, Rev. Darakjian examines Arme- Director of the Department of Arme- raphies of the authors and photographs
this book consists of two parts: Arme- nian Evangelicalism and the ways it hasnian Studies at Haigazian. The bookand maps, as well as appendices with
nian Evangelical Movement and Gen- made, and continues to make, a differ-was officially launched in Beirut on documents and additional information
eral Articles, a total of 249 pages. ence in people’s lives. In an enlighten- April 9, 2010. in several languages.

In the first part of this informa- ing way, he writes of his pride in being Dr. Boudjikanian, originally from Covering the full span of Ar-
tive and instructive book, Rev. apartofachurchthathasleftitsimpactLebanon and presently living in menian history and society in Lebanon
Darakjian moves through a series of on the Armenian community life. Montreal, has written and lectured from medieval times to the present
interrelated essays exploring topics on In the second part of the book, widely on issues relating to the Arme- day, the book is a unique repository of
the Armenian Evangelical Church. He the topics he treats cover a broadnian diaspora. She has authored arthe rich culture and vitality of one of
calls on his broad knowledge of Arme- spectrum—spiritual, theological, so- MA thesis on the Armenians of Leba- the mostimportant Armenian diaspora
nian Evangelicalism past and presentcial, patriotic, and community mat- non and Ph.D. dissertations on thecommunities. It provides a wealth of
to provide new insights and illumina- ters—blending an authentically bibli- Armenians of Lyon (France) and information for both the scholar and
tions. cal perspective with insights from per- Montreal. the layperson and is, of course, of

The author believes that the call- sonal experience, contemporary life, Volume contributor Dr. Asbed particularinterestfor those with ties to
ing of the Armenian Evangelical Church and Christian theologians and writers, Kotchikian of Bentley University will Lebanon.
today remains the same as those emalways respectful of the sacred textalso be present and will offer remarks. Armenians of Lebanon is avail-
braced by its founders, i.e. “re-evan- and always relevant to the needs of his The hardcover book is 506 able from NAASR’s bookstore for
gelizing the Armenian nation and readers. pages-long and has 14 chapters groupe&35.00 (less 15% for NAASR mem-
strengthening the evangelistic arm of | am confident that the readers of thematically and chronologically in 8 bers). The book will be on sale the
the Mother Church both in Armenia this book—American Armenians, Ar- parts. Seven chapters are in English,night of the lecture and will be avail-
and the Diaspora” (p.6). menian Evangelical and non- four in French, and three in Arme- able forsigning. For more information

Rev. Darakjian categorically re- Evangelicals, clergy and laity alike— nian—the languages in which the origi- contact NAASR at 617-489-1610 or
jects the claim of some Armenian schol-can read it with great pleasure andnal papers were presented. Translatedq@naasr.org.
ars that the Paulician movement, (aenduring profit.
medieval polemical sect established in To obtain a copy please call UN Expert Calls for Action
Armenia), might have been the pro- AMAA at 201.265.2607 or e-mail:
genitor of the Armenian Evangelical amaa@amaa.org. Each book costsContinuedfrompage 1 tion of being able to solve its remaining
Church (pp.129-132). He states that$15.00. displacement cases and to be taken off the
economic opportunities. map of countries still hosting internally

No Agreement on Karabakh While many IDPsin Armeniahave displaced persons,” he said. “It is impera-
integrated well into their new commu- tive that the international community sup-

Continued from page 1 agreements signed by him until now nities, a considerable number still live ports the Government in its efforts.”
are devoid of legal force.” in difficult circumstances, he said. He said such efforts should fo-
pathetic to the Kremlin until now, Ter-Petrosian stood by his view, Others have not been able to return tocus not only on housing, but' also on
avoided passing judgment on the Rus-articulated in a June speech, that thetheir homes in the border regions be-improving social and economic condi-
sian-Armenian defense accord. unresolved disputes with Azerbaijan cause of alack of shelter and livelihood tions in the border regions — including

“On behalf of the Armenian Na- and Turkey are an “insurmountable ob- opportunities. opportunities for steady household in-
tional Congress, | am declaring that Stacle” to Armenia’s long-term security During the course of his visit, comes, quality education and pros-
although we stand for a quick settle- and economic development. But he re-Mr. Kalin met with Armenian Prime pects for y0_uth.
ment of the Karabakh conflict, we will jected governmentloyalists’ claims that Minister Tigran Sargsyan, as well as Mr. Kalin stressed that the par-
resolutely act against any settlementhe himself would agree to Karabakh's Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandyan tiesto the_ conflict andtheinternat_ional
plan in which the Nagorno-Karabakh return under Azerbaijani rule. and the First Deputy Minister of Ter- community must strengthen their ef-
Republic is not presented as a conflict- Ter-Petrosian again claimed that ritorial Administration. He also met forts to reach a peace agreement, and
ing party as well as any peace accordSarkisian’s resignation and the holding with the country’s ombudsman and that any such'agreement must address
not signed by the latter’'s representa-of snap presidential and parliamentaryrepresentatives of both the interna-fthe hl_Jman r_lgh_ts of the quSplaced,
tive,” he said. Such an accord mustelections is the only way to save the tional community and non-governmen- including their right to restitution of

also be put on a referendum in bothcountry from “destruction.” Regime tal organizations (NGOs). property or compensation. N
Armenia and Karabakh, he added.  change therefore remains the HAK's Mr. Kalin said he was encour- A Swiss law professor, Mr. Kélin
“Sarkisian did not receive a popu- supreme goal, he said. aged by the Government's envisagedhas been the Secretary-General's Rep-

lar mandate to make any concession Ter-Petrosian announced that hismeasures to help the displaced returrfesenta'tive on the Human Rights of
... because he is simply not an electedalliance uniting about two dozen oppo- to border villages or to integrate within _IDPS since 2004 and_ serves in an
president,” continued Ter-Petrosian. Sition groups is now entering “a new the villages to which they had been mdependent and unpaid capacity, re-
“Therefore, he has no right whatso- period of struggle” that will involve displaced, adding that such initiatives p_or_tlngto the UN I_—|u_man Rights Cogn_-
ever to make any decision, issue amore frequent and vocal actions. Themust be supported. cil in Gen.eva_. This is his second visit
decree, ratify a law or sign an agree-HAK’s next “national” rally will be held “Armeniais in the enviable posi- to Armenia since 2007.

ment. All decisions, decrees, laws andon October 15, he said.
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