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WikiL.eaks Update: Armenia Threatens to Recognize
Armenia Admitted Transferring Arms to Iran Karabakh Independence

WikiLeaks has released a new US Serzh Sarkisian. Some of these weap- ASTANA -- Armenia threatened Armenian-Azerbaijani dispute.
secret cable related to Armenia. ons actually found their way to Iraq last Thursday to formally recognize “In case Azerbaijan resorts to

In the document published by and were part of an actual attack onNagorno-Karabakh as an independentmilitary aggression, Armenia would
The Guardian, US Ambassador to Ar- U.S. forces. The cable almost directly state if Azerbaijan tries to win back the not have any other choice but to rec-
menia, Marie Yovanovich, speaks implicates Serzh Sarkisian who signedenclave and other Armenian-controlled ognize the Nagorno-Karabakh Repub-
about separate meetings she held wittoff on the order. “The end-user certifi- territories surrounding it by force. lic de jure and to invest all its capabili-
Armenia’s President Serzh Sarkisiancate was signed by former Armenian President Serzh Sarkisian issuedties into ensuring the security of the
and the head of Armenia’s National Minister of Defense (now President) the warning as he hit back at his people of Artsakh,” warned Sarkisian.
Security Service (NSS), Gorik Serzh Sarkisian, which offered the Azerbaijani counterpart, Ilham Aliyev, “Nagorno-Karabakh has no fu-
Hakobian, on January 14, 2009. Government of Armenia's assuranceduring the summit of the Organization ture within Azerbaijan and, whatever

The cable is significant in that that the weapons would remain within for Security and Cooperation in Eu- the solution, it should emanate from
Sarkisian (who was Minister of De- the possession of the Armenian Gov-rope held in Astana, Kazakhstan. the will of the people of Karabakh,” he
fense at the time in 2003) acknowl- ernment.” Addressing the summit on said.
edged the arms order from Bulgaria Following is excerpts from one Wednesday, Aliyev said Armenia is The bitter exchange between the
and did notdeny thatit made itsway toof the U.S. cables disclosed by dragging outthe Karabakh negotiating two presidents underscored the appar-
Irag. “Sarkisian acknowledged the WikiLeaks. process mediated by the United Statesent failure of the latest Russian-led
weapons purchase from Bulgaria, and “The separate meetings on Janu-Russia and France. He also accusednternational push for a Karabakh settle-
that “neither he nor the NSS Chairmanary 14 with NSS Chairman Hakobian the Armenians of committing “war ment. Russian President Dmitry
challenged our information that these and President Sarkisian regarding thecrimes and a genocide” against Medvedev hoped that the conflicting
weapons were then transferred to Iran/iran export control issue were both Karabakh’s Azerbaijani minority dur- parties will reach a framework peace
Irag” the document states. positive and constructive. Sarkisian ing the 1991-1994 war. agreement during the summit.

"Both men indicated that there acknowledged the weapons purchase In his speech, Sarkisian insisted Contrary to expectations, Aliyev
would be an investigation into how the from Bulgaria, and neither he nor the that it is Azerbaijan that unleashed aand Sarkisian did not even meet at
weapons went from Armenia to Iran/ NSS Chairman challenged our infor- “policy of ethnic cleansing and full- Astana. They only signed a joint state-
Iraq,” reads the document. mation that these weapons were therfledged military aggression” against ment with Medvedev, French Prime

"Hakobian seemed toindicate that transferred to Iran/Irag. Both men in- the Karabakh Armenians in 1992. He Minister Francois Fillon and U.S. Sec-
the blame most probably lay with the dicated that there would be an investi-said Baku has “no interest in the reso-retary of State Hillary Clinton. The
Bulgarians and perhaps unauthorizedgation into how the weapons went [ution of the Karabakh problem” and statement said the parties will make
Armenians acting on their own,” it from Armenia to Iran/lraq. Hakobian again denounced Aliyev’'s regular “more decisive efforts” to achieve a
added. seemed to indicate that the blame mosthreats of a military solution to the peaceful settlement of the dispute.

Further, it says that Ambassador probably lay with the Bulgarians and
Donald Mahley and his delegation pre- perhaps unauthorized Armenians act-

sented Armenian officials with some ing on their own. Probably in an at- Controversial Yerevan Mayor Gaglk Beglarian
documents proving that a weaponstempt to minimize U.S. demands, they

purchase had taken place between Ar-also noted that there have been signifi- Resigns Over Assault
menia and Iran. cant reforms and personnel changes
Ambassador Mahley, according since the incident. The President reit- YEREVAN -- Yerevan's contro-

to the document, spoke also of pos-erated that cooperation with the U.S., versial Mayor Gagik Beglarian was forced
sible sanctions and said that the USincluding on security and export con- to step down on Wednesday after re-
wants to make sure no such thing will trol, was an Armenian priority, and portedly beating up a member of Presi-

ever repeat. that the GOAM, with the NSS as the dent Serzh Sarkisian’s staff.
Apparently, the Armenian Minis- lead, would discuss the proposed The resignation was announced
try of Defense had ordered the armsMemorandum of Understanding with Py the Mayor’s Office just hours after 8
from a Bulgarian company and an Ar- the expert team on January 15. Sarkisian effectively confirmed and con-
menian intermediary company was Somewhat surprisingly, the demnedthroughaspokesmanBeglarian’s
apparently involved — most probably _ involvement in the assault on Aram
linked to the then Defense Minister Continuedonpage4  Kandayan, an official at the presidential
admir:stratigp’s protocoldqnit. Gagik Beglarian forced to step down
. .q_s ccording to media reports,
RCP- Adam Schiff Troubled By WikiLeaks Kandayan incurred the ire of Beglarian Arzumanian. “Namely, such a conduct
Cable Charging That Armenia Supphed after asking the latter's wife not to sit isunacceptable andintolerable. The more
next to Sarkisian during the November 3 so in the case of a state official.”
Weapons to Iran concertin Yerevan of Placido Domingo, Beglarian became Yerevan'’s first

the world-famous Spanish tenor. Suchelected mayor in more than a decade
The Los Angeles Times reported being made public by the website seats have traditionally been reserved forafter leading the HHK to a landslide
the revelations that U.S. officials WikiLeaks. Advocates for strong ties Armenia’s prime minister, parliament victory in disputed municipal elections
charged Armenia in 2008 with supply- between the United States and Arme-speaker and the supreme head of théeld in May 2009. The 46-year-old busi-
ing Iran with weapons later used to kill nia said they hoped and expected theArmenian Apostolic Church. nessman, who is also known to many
U.S. troops in Irag were “enormously memo would not harm relations be- Beglarian, who did not attend the Armenians as “Black Gago,” had previ-
troubling,” to Rep. Adam Schiff, who tween the two nations. concert, allegedly drove Kandayan to ously governed the Armenian capital’s
has been a staunch supporter of ConNonetheless, Schiff, a congressionalone of his properties in Yerevan and beatcentral administrative district.
gress officially recognizing the Arme- leader who has long advocated forup the young official there the next day. Beglarian has long held sway in a
nian Genocide. deeper U.S.-Armenia ties, said the al-Reports claimed that Sarkisian was infu- largely blue-collar section of the district
The charges were described in alegation in the published cable “is enor- riated by the incident and demanded amotorious for election-related violence
cable sent from the U.S. embassy inmously troubling.” official apology from the mayor. against opposition activists. Armenian
Yerevan that also showed Americans According to the Dec. 24, 2008, “Unfortunately, anincidentdidtake opposition groups have for years ac-
considered sanctions against Armeniamemo in the cable, then-Deputy Sec-place,” the presidential press secretarycused him of heading a local clan that
and demanded that leaders there im+etary of State John Negroponte sent 8Armen Arzumanian, told RFE/RL's Ar- rigs elections and bullies the
pose greater controls on the move-strongly worded letter to Armenian menian service. “But the media have government’s political opponents. In

ment of weapons. President Serzh Sarkisian. exaggerated it. In particular, there wasparticular, they implicated him in a De-
U.S. and Armenian officials de- Americans alleged that high-level Ar- no kidnapping or brutal beating.” cember 2009 assault on more than a
clined to discuss the diplomatic cable, “The president has repeatedly madedozen young activists of the opposition

part of a cache of 250,000 documents Continuedonpage4 clear his position on such deeds,” saidArmenian National Congress.
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Astana Summit Did Not Achieve Its Goals Thousands in Armenia Donate to Help
Embattled TV

YEREVAN -- Thousands of Ar- The company now operating a
menians have donated small amountpopular news website and ‘online
of money to a fund set up to assist Al+television’ faces rare competition in
TV television company that has beenone of the ongoing 18 contests for
struggling for years to regain its broad- digital broadcasting licenses, 16 of

YEREVAN — Social Democrat ot ik
Hunchakian party official, Parliamentar- | -
ian Vardan Khachatryan at a news con-
ference expressed the concerns of the
party towards the Karabakh conflict and
the stagnant political and economic situ-

ationinArme_:nia. casting license. which feature only one bidder per
According to the MP the released A group of Armenian scholars frequency.
U.S. diplomatic cables by Wikileaks cre- and public activists initiated the People’s Its proposal submitted to the Na-

ated a counterproductive atmosphere af |
the OSCE Summit in Astana, the Social |y
Democratic Hunchakian Party had no
expectations from Astana. “The summit

TV Trust in October with the stated tional Commission on Television and
major purpose of helping A1+ TV re- Radio (HRAH) this time includes an
turn to the air, as well as “creating and investment certificate for a total of
broadcasting non-profit television pro- more than $1 million at the initial stage

did not serve its purpose, and there wasation.” Stated the MP, noting that it is grams of public significance.” of business operations.

no concrete progress,” the MP said, difficult to tell how the process will In what is largely viewed as a In an interview with RFE/RL’s
criticizing the final document of the proceed. symbolic show of support for having Armenian service on Monday Yerevan
summit which contains “a large number Meanwhile, MP  Vardan independent television in the country, Press Club President Boris

of contradictions.” However the MP Khachatryan remarked that political and more than 20,000 citizens have alreadyNavasardian, who is a member of the
positively assesses Serzh Sarkisian'seconomic situation in the country is donated a total of about 3.5 million People’s TV Board of Trustees, said
speech at the summit in comparison torather strained, and only the authorities,drams (approx. $10,000) to the causethat “a new situation has emerged
earlier summits where “we witnessed not the opposition, are responsible for At a press conference on Mon- today as compared to the situations
unilateral statements by the Azerbaijanithe economic situation. “If the authori- day, People’s TV Trust representa- that existed prior to the previous con-
leader only, which contradict the logic ties fail to take action to improve the tives said they intended to go aheadtests” and did not exclude that this
of the negotiating process.” situation, it will be hard for them to with their project regardless of the situation might “cause the authorities
Regardless of Azerbaijani aggres- secure seats in the parliament during theoutcomes of the broadcast licensingto allow Al+ to return to the air.”
sive statements, Azerbaijan will continue 2012 election,” he said. contests due to be announced by the “l agree thatthe HRAH is unlikely
the Karabakh talks in OSCE Minsk Group Commenting on the existing ten- state regulator on December 16. to make a decision that would go against
format, “as is evident by the statement of sions within the ruling coalition and the Al+, a rare television company the wish of the authorities. But we
“New Azerbaijan” party Vice-President, opposition, Khachatryan said that they critical of the government in Armenia, fully understand the impact that inter-
who concedes Azerbaijan is forced toare “not only of political but also of controversially lost its broadcasting national pressure normally has on the
search for a settlement of the Karabakhsocio-economic nature.” As for devel- license in 2002 and has not been grantecwuthorities, and besides today we have
conflict within the frameworks of the opments on the opposition front, the another license in any of a dozen con-a decision by the European Court of
OSCE Minsk Group. But at the same current processes may result in unifica-tests it has participated in since then.Human Rights,” said Navasardian.
time Baku is trying to mischaracterize tions, re-unifications and even re-ar-

and redefine the conflict and gain sup-rangements. However, he said that the Armenia Commemorates Victims of
port in different international organiza- real situation could be evident only three
tions including Islamic Nations Organi- months before the election time. 1988 Earthquake
.. . . GYUMRI -- On
EU Backs Unconditional Turkish-Armenian

December 7, Armenip-

Normalization commemorates Vig®
tims of the 1988 dif

The European Union reaffirmed menian delegation was led by Foreignsastrous earthquake 5.{ . 3

its support for an unconditional nor- Minister Edward Nalbandian. when powerful 1QE5 S5
malization of Armenia’s relations with “The Cooperation Council took magnitude shocks dé==Ell ke

Turkey following annual consultations note of the state of play of the processstroyed in 30 secon
held by top EU and Armenian officials to normalize relations between Arme- nearly all northern pa
in Brussels on Tuesday. nia and Turkey,” the EU said in a of Armenia covering
The EU-Armenia Cooperation statement issued the next day. “Theterritory with 1m
Council discussed a wide range of EUunderlined the importance of ratifi- population. Severa
issues of mutual interest, including cation and implementation of the bilat- Armenian cities, about 300 villages seconds the underground shakes prac-
actions stemming Armenia’s partici- eral protocols without preconditions were destroyed as a result of the strongically destroyed Spitak, which was at

pation in the EU’s Eastern Partnershipand expressed support for continuedearthquake. the epicenter of the disaster. Leninakan
program. The unresolved Nagorno- efforts in this regard.” According to different estima- (Gyumri), Stepanavan and Kirovakan
Karabakh conflict and Turkish-Arme- In a separate statement issued ortions, the number of victims reached (vanadzor) were also ruined. Quakes

nian relations were also on the agendaWednesday, the Armenian Foreign 25 thousand, 140 thousand becamawere registered in Yerevan and Thilisi,
The EU was represented at the Ministry likewise stressed that the bloc handicapped, about 1 million people as well. Armenia was offered aid from

meeting by its Enlargement Commis- wants to see the Turkish-Armenian were left without shelter. Within 30 different sites of the world.

sion Stefan Fuele and Hungary’'s For- protocols, signed in October 2009,

eign Minister Zsolt Nemeth. The Ar- ratified “without preconditions.” Armenian Officers To Train Afghan Troops
Armenia to Upgrade Ties With Karabakh Armenia will send more military eral Claudio Bisogniero on Friday.
personnel to Afghanistan next year to It said Bisogniero “hailed the Ar-

YEREVAN -- The National As- (Heritage), opposition party which is train the war-torn country’s armed menianleadership’s decision to double
sembly began debating on Tuesday arepresented inthe Armenian parliament.forces, military officials in Yerevan the number of troops participating in
government bill that would allow “The draft is not ready for being dis- said on Tuesday. the operation.”

Armenia’s government to sign agree- cussed at the National Assembly,” one The move willexpand Armenia’s “This is going to be our first
ments with unrecognized republics andof them, Larisa Alaverdian, told fellow participation in the U.S.-led Interna- mission to provide technical assis-
Nagorno-Karabakh in particular. lawmakers. tional Security Assistance Force tance to the Afghan army,” Lieuten-

Armenia’s existing law on interna- Zharangutyun has been pushing (ISAF) for Afghanistan operating un- ant-Colonel Arkady Tonoyan, the com-
tional treaties allows Yerevan to forge for the NKR'’s official recognition by der the NATO aegis. It is currently mander of the first rotation of Arme-
formal links only with those entities that Armenia as an independent state. Theconfined to a 40-strong Armenian army nian troops told RFE/RL. The training
are internationally recognized as inde- National Assembly is expected to vote unit deployed near the northern Af- mission is due to start “in the middle of
pendent states. this month on a relevant bill drafted by ghan city of Kunduz. 2011,” he said.

Presenting a corresponding draft Zharangutyun. That Yerevan has decided to en- Defense Minister Seyran Ohanian
amendment to the law, Deputy Foreign Leaders of the parliament’s pro- hance its military presence on the visited Afghanistan and met with Af-
Minister Shavarsh Kocharian acknowl- government majority have made clearground was announced by the Arme-ghan counterpart as well as NATO'’s
edged thatits main target is the Nagorno-that they will block its passage. Hamlet nian Foreign Ministry on Monday. A top military commanders on the ground
Karabakh Republic (NKR). “Inthis case, Harutiunian, a deputy from the ruling ministry statement said Armenia’s out- in July. He also visited the Armenian
we are stating that ... the Nagorno- Republican Party reaffirmed this on going ambassador to NATO, Samvel troops stationed there and inspected
Karabakh Republic can be a party to Tuesday. “Atthis point, [Armenian]rec- Mkrtchian, discussed that decision with their observation posts, barracks and
international treaties,” he said. ognition of Nagorno-Karabakh would be the alliance’s Deputy Secretary Gen- equipment.

The proposed change was rejectedmore beneficial for Azerbaijan than Ar- . K] q q Erid
by representatives of Zharangutyun menia,” he said. MassISweekly.com updated every Friday
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Armenia’s Endemic Corruption
Blaming Inherited “Soviet Legacy” is Convenient But Incorrect

By Markar Melkonian Economists and ministers in the Soviet misrule. one hand and bureaucracy, whether
West have heartily congratulated According to one common be- public or private, legal or criminal.
In the early 1990’s, when the Armenia’s ruling gangsters for em- lief, Armenia’stycoons trace their pedi- Of course, this is not to say that

anti-Soviet sun reached its zenith, anbracing “reforms,” making “hard grees directly back to the old Soviet corruption is a necessary concomitant
observer from the diaspora expressedchoices,” and privatizing everything nomenklatura. But a quick review of of poverty. Left-wing local govern-

acommon view: In Armenia, he wrote, from land to social security. Mean- the roster reveals that most of post-ments from India to Cyprus and Spain
“the real threat to the mafia” was “an while, of course, the “reformers” were Soviet Armenia’s plutocrats hail from have earned reputations for honesty
end to the Communist Party’s strangle- lining their pockets, even as their com- non-gusagtsagan backgrounds; theyand accountability. Eveninricher coun-
hold on power.” (Mark Malkasian, patriots were pulling up their floor- are not, as arule, sons of high-rankingtries, from Japan to Italy, left-wing

“Gha-ra-bagh!” p. 166.) boards to burn as firewood to keep apparatchiks or the old nomenklatura.administrations have operated within

This author was in good com- from freezing to death. Nor is corruption unigue to extremely inhospitable circumstances
pany. None other than Milton Fried- In Armenia, Friedman’s progno- former Soviet republics. of capitalist states, delivering clean,
man, in his celebrated bestseller Capi-sis regarding the salutary effects of For what it's worth, Transpar- efficient, and responsive municipal and
talism and Freedom (1962), has as-capitalism on corruption has not fared ency International’s Corruption Per- regional governance. Outside of their
sured us that capitalism reduces cor-much better than his claim that capital- ceptions Index 2010 (which purports constituencies, however, they have
ruption. ism diminishes inequalities. (Let us to register “perceptions” of political, received precious little credit for it.

In those days, visitors and resi- remind ourselves that twenty years business, and police corruption “as Nor is poverty an indispensable
dents alike were exasperated by theago, many officeholders in Armenia seen by business people and countryingredient in the recipe for corruption.
black-marketeering, the cronyism, the would have nodded in agreement with analysts”) reports that, of the 159 As events of recent years remind us,
gasharagerutiunand patronage that Friedman’s claim in Capitalism and countries listed, three out of the twenty corruption on an enormous scale can
punctuated daily life in Soviet Arme- Freedom that “inequality may well be most corrupt countries are former proliferate eveninthe wealthiest coun-
nia. Corruption was almost inescap- decidedly less in capitalistthan in com- Soviet or Eastern Block countries. (In tries. After all, the United States of
able, and it accounted to a large extentmunist countries.”) descending order, these are UzbekistanAmerica, that self-designated embodi-
for the almost comical inefficiency of Cold War victors have been fond Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan, which ment of free market propriety and the
state-owned enterprises and the shodef saying that the demise of Soviet is fifth from the bottom. Armenia ap- rule of law, is also the land of Goldman
diness of their products; from cognac socialism was the result of “the near- pears in the 88th position from the top, Sachs and the home of Arthur Ander-
to construction materials. est thing to a controlled experiment in tied with Benin, Bosnia, and Gabon, son, Enron, and Blackwater. (The USA

Well, the Communist Party’s history.” If this is the case, then per- among other countries.) is listed 17th from the top of the
stranglehold did indeed end, and twentyhaps the “transition” back to capitalist Transparency International’s in- Transparency International index.)
years later we see the results: an explofule has also been something like adexis hardly a ringing endorsement of In the Land of Opportunity, the
sion of thuggery, extortion, kickbacks, controlled experiment. clean government in the former Soviet sons and grandsons of the upstarts—
the pillage of state coffers; seizures of In Armenia, the sequence of states; nevertheless, there is no obvithe John Fitzgerald Kennedy’s, Nelson
public lands, evictions of homeowners, events would appear to be clear enoughous correlation here between formerRockefellers, and all the rest of them—
censorship, and impunity far beyond as soon as Free Enterprise rose like th&oviet status and post-Soviet corrup-traded in their fathers’ fedoras for
anything that had existed during the warm sun and illumined smiling faces, tion. What is striking is that there are halos. Through more thorough control
seven decades of Soviet rule in Arme-aspiring capitalists seized the country’sno New Zealands, Swedens, or Japan®f political institutions, they and their
nia. productive assets, gutted industry,among the most corrupt countries onlieutenants dignified their past larceny

Armenia’s entrepreneurs have depopulated the countryside, andthe index: every country listed in the and extortion by pushing legislation
opened entirely new fields of eco- plunged most households into penury.bottom half of the index is a “poor” that forbade competitors from resort-
nomic activity, too, including nonpay- And yet, twenty years after Boris country. ing to the very practices that permitted
ment of wages, exploitation of child Yeltsin hauled down the red flag, we Corruption is not a feature unique the original tycoons themselves to at-
labor, a gambling industry, assassina-still hear that corruption in post-Soviet to either capitalism or to socialism. tain their exalted status of rectitude.
tion-for-hire, and prostitution as an Armeniaistheresidue of a“mentality” Rather, itis a predictable consequence
export industry. that has its origin in seventy years of of the combination of poverty on the Continued onpage 4

Wooing Christians: Some, But Not All, Want To Improve The Lot Of Christians In Turkey
It is well known that Kurdish land that church leaders say they havg

tribes took part in the mass slaughterowned for centuries but have been F A
by the Ottomans of around 1m Arme- unable to register because of bureau{” g e ]
nians in 1915. “Collaborating Kurdish cratic stonewalling. Two cases were |
clerics pledged that anyone who killed brought by Kurdish villages dominated ey
aninfidelwould be rewarded in heaven by the Celebi tribe, which some accusef _
with 700 mansions containing 700 of participating in the bloodletting of [F=
rooms, and that in each of these roomsl915 and now provides men for a
there would be 700 houris to give them state-run Kurdish militia fighting sepa-
pleasure,” says Mala Hadi, an Islamic ratist PKK rebels. (One tribal leader,
sheikh in Diyarbakir. Suleyman Celebi, is a member of par-
The sheikh is among a handful of liament for the ruling Justice and De-
local leaders seeking reconciliation with velopment, or AK, party.) The others
the Kurdish region’s once thriving Chris- were begun by the government and
tians. “We are ready to face the past, torest partly on a law providing that
make amends,” promises Abdullah farmland which lies fallow for more
Demirbas, mayor of Diyarbakir's an- than 20 years can be reclaimed by the
cient Surdistrict. To atone, Mr Demirbas state as “forest”.
has been providing money and materials Otmar Oehring from Missio, a
to restore Christian monuments in Sur.German Catholic charity, calls the cases
These include the sprawling Surp “baseless” and says “the state’s ac-
Giragos Armenian Orthodox church tions suggest it wishes that the monas-~
where, until recently, drug dealers plied tery no longer existed.” He points to
their trade amid piles of rubbish. It is systematic persecution of some 2,000dox in Midyat flies in the face of AK’s out orders from Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
now squeaky clean and even boasts &yrian Orthodox Christians living in efforts to improve the treatment of the prime minister, that Christians must
new roof. and around Midyat. “The Syrian Or- Christians. Greater freedom for non- not be ill-treated. None of this im-
Yetinthe neighbouring province thodox community beyond the monas- Muslim minorities is among the Euro- presses Samuel Aktas, the bishop in
of Mardin, Kurdish tribes continue to tery has suffered repeated attacks, withpean Union’s main demands on Tur- charge of Mor Gabriel. He has vowed
harass the handful of Christians wholand around villages often set on fire. key, which is hoping to join. The AK to take his case to the European Court
remain. Their main target is the Mor The perpetrators are unknown, but aregovernment has made a string of ges-of Human Rights. “I have remained
Gabriel Syrian Orthodox monastery. thoughtlocally to be eitherlocal Kurds or tures: restoring an Armenian church in silent in the face of these injustices;
Perched on aremote hilltop, this 1,600-the Turkish army, or both, he notes in aVan and opening it to worship (if only but no longer so,” he declares.
year-old monastery faces five separatereport published last month. once); giving free Armenian-language
lawsuits contesting its right to retain The plight of the Syrian Ortho- textbooks out in schools; and sending The Economist
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Turkish Armenian Community Files Lawsuit 5,500-Year-Old Moccasin Among 2010
Against Government Most Amazing Discoveries
Calls for Permission to Elect New Patriarch The U.S.-based Parade magazine

has listed the 5,500-year-old leather
lace-up moccasin discovered in Arme-
nia among the most amazing discover-
ies of 2010
“An international team of archae-

ologists discovered what’s thought to
be the world’s oldest leather shoe in a
cave in Armenia. Thanks to the cave’s bia. Unlike most monkeys, the titi mates
cool, dry conditions, the 5500-year- for life and purrs like a kitten when
old leather lace-up moccasin (about acuddling,” the article reads.

woman’s size 7) was so well-pre- “Linguists on an expedition to a
served that even its laces were intact,”remote area of northeastern India were
the magazine writes. stunned to find the villagers communi-

“Among the standouts from 2010: cating in a completely unfamiliar tongue.
the six-foot-long, yellow-and-black Koro, which is used by only about 800
Northern Sierra Madre Forest Monitor people, may have been overheard justin
Lizard, a timid relative of the Komodo the nick of time: Few young people
dragon that eats fruit and lives in tree- speak only Koro, and it has no written

ISTANBUL -- The Turkish Ar-  state needs to give the Armenian com-tops in the Philippines, and the Caquetéform, so it could easily join the several
menian community has filed two law- munity what they are entitled to and titi (above), a cat-size, red-beardedthousand languages expected to die out
suits against the Turkish government, should not impede the election pro- monkey found inthe jungles of Colom- this century,” the magazine reports.
including one to get permission to go cess,” Paylan said. “It is our most

ahead with a long-delayed election to deserved right to be able to elect our Armenia Admitted Transferring Arms to Iran
select their own new patriarch. patriarch. In no time in history has the

“A committee composed of lay Armenian Patriarchate in Istanbul beenContinued frompage 1 tant component in the overall bilateral
representatives from the community persecuted to this extent.” relationship.
filed two lawsuits,” the community’s President has reversed the mantra he Ambassador Mahley clarified that
attorney Sebuh Aslangiltold the Hirriyet ~ Secret meeting at the palace has repeated for the last four monthsthe information we were sharing was
Daily News & Economic Review. “The In November, Turkish Prime thatthe weapons transfer “did not hap-obtained by the USG using its own

first one is to make the government Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan held a pen and could not have happened.” It'ssources and methods. Earlier Chair-
allow an election for a patriarch to take secret meeting with Archbishop Aram not clear what has prompted this abruptman Hakobian had asked whether he
place, and the second is for cancelingAtesyan and a few prominent busi- climb down, but it is probably some could approach the Bulgarians; if he
the substitute patriarch’s post.” nessmen from the Armenian commu- combination of solid evidence, a com- did so, it was possible that the Bulgar-
Aslangil told the Daily News that nity. The participants made no state-pelling presentation, an understandingians would be unaware of the case,
such a post does not exist in the rulesment about what was discussed at theof the consequences non- cooperatiorMahley indicated.
of the Armenian Apostolic Church.  meeting. could bring, a desire to get off on the President Sarkisian said the
Lay representatives of the com- In subsequent months, Atesyanright foot with the new administration GOAM wants to cooperate with the
munity, who have formed an initiative was assigned as substitute patriarch— and a Soviet-style calculation that U.S. on export control and will exam-
to lobby for their rights to select their through the intervention of the Interior they can sign the MOU, but probably ine the MOU. He said he had certain
own patriarch, meanwhile held a meet- Ministry. won't really have to implement it. guestions, and the NSS would take the
ing Wednesday in Istanbul. The initia- According to Paylan, some Later in the afternoon, President lead in working with Ambassador
tive previously organized a petition prominent people from the community Sarkisian received Ambassador Mahley and the experts group the fol-
campaign that gathered 6,000 signa-had an interesting meeting with Inte- Mahley. Sarkisian opened the meetinglowing day. The President concluded
tures from Armenians in Istanbul de- rior Minister Besir Atalay last week. by noting that building relations with thatthe GOAM did not have and had no
manding that the election be allowed to “Atalay told us he was given informa- the United States is of vital interest to interest in cooperating with Iran on

take place. tion by Atesyan concerning the elec- Armenia and that security is an impor- weapons sales.”
Patriarch Mesrop Il has been tion procedure,” the spokesman said. - - -
unable to fulfill his duties due to de- “We do not know what is happening Armenia’s Endemic Corruptlon

mentia. Because of this, the Armenianbehind closed doors, but we know
community applied to the Interior Min- there is a post that has been left unfilled
istry; the first was made by the for three years and that is the post of

patriarchate’s clerical committee to the community’s spiritual leader. Achievement types is that when the thereby denying Armenia its best hope

elect a co-patriarch and .the second Paylan said the eIe(_:t|on mUSttake_mafiosi change the system to legiti- to eventually resemble Switzerland
was made by the lay committee to electplace as soon as possible and that ithate their rule and secure their su-more than Bolivia

a new patriarch. does not matter whether it selects a
Speaking to the Daily News, ini- co-patriarch or a new patriarch.

Continued from page 3 resources, and it is landlocked. More-
over, the capitalist rulers have deci-
The hope among the Junior mated Soviet-era public schooling,

premacy against the threat of upstarts, As long as they continue to get

. K | id th " = h Kish then Armenia will follow America’s away with it, the usual suspects will
tiative spokesman Garo Paylan said the Atesyan imitates the Turkish 054 in this, as in most other things. continue to blame today’s corruption

fact that there were two applications government’s official discourse wher- If anything, it is surprising that on a mentality mysteriously inherited
posed a problem, but that this shouldever he goes and says we have noy, ania’s plutocrats have been sofrom the Soviet past
“not get the Interior Ministry off the problems with the Turkish state,” he dilatory when it comes to propping But for peoplelwho are more

hook for what they have done.” said. “We want someone who is not v halos on their heads. But it will committed to truth than to Milton

er“sagj the m|n|stry mr\fntedéhe afraid to speak his mlnq ahd who COrt:ld happen some day: the gangsters willFriedman’s theology, it is time to stop
post of “substitute patriarch™ in order represent our community inaway that 5y tor extreme makeovers as philan-talking that way. Armenia’s unprec-
to see the person they wanted installeds true to reality.

; r : - X . i thropists and upright citizens. edented corruption, both legal and ille-
in the patriarch’s place. “The Turkish Hurriyet Daily Unfortunately, there is little to gal, is a predictable result of the pov-
. 1,2 indicate that this sort of wardrobe erty and demoralization that showed
Rep. Adam Schiff Troubled By WikiL.eaks Cable change will improve life for most Ar- up along with capitalism.
Continued from page 1 Armenia’s relations with Turkey,” menians. The country has no vast
Negroponte wrote. “At the same time, western frontier to expand into; it has Markar Melkonian is a writer

menian officials “facilitated Iran’s pur- we are dismayed by a serious and,n0 vast domestic markets; no vastand teacher living in Los Angeles.
chase of rockets and machine guns” inindeed, deadly arms re-export case.”
2003. Four years later, some of the Officials declined to comment on Errata
weapons were recovered from a site inthe memo or whether Armenia ac-
Irag where Shia militants killed one ceded to demands for improved secu-
U.S. soldier and wounded six others,rity. In a statement posted after the
according to the cable. cable was leaked, the U.S. Embassy in
“We value our positive relation- Yerevan said the cables “are often
ship with your government as we ex- preliminary and incomplete expressions
plore a range of shared interests, espeef foreign policy, and they should not
cially an agreement on Nagorno be seen as having standing on thei
Karabakh and normalization of own or as representing U.S. policy.”

In Massis Weekly issue No. 1494 of December 04, 2010, please make
the following corrections to Sahag Toutjian’s article on the Internatipnal
Symposium in the English Section:

On page 2 & 4, the title of the article should read: “The Armegian
Diaspora: Elective [not “Effective”] Leadership & Worldwide Structure’

On page 4, last column, fourth line from the end, after “chief edit@r of
Nor Or Weekly”, please addfr Minas Kojayan”.

We apologize for the inconvenience. Thank you.
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BURBANK-GLENDALE-PASADENA AIRPORT AUTHORITY
ENGINEERING GROUP

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS, SUBCONTRACTORS,
VENDORS, MATERIAL SUPPLIERS

MAJOR CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITY AT
BOB HOPE AIRPORT

Project:E10-35
Regional Intermodal Transportation Center (RITC)
Project Type & Description:

New Construction — Intermodal Transportation Center,
Parking Structure, Elevated Walkway

Project Cost Estimate - $130 Million
(Federally funded; federal guidelines apply)

FOR MORE INFORMATION, COME TO A
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY OUTREACH &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR PREQUALIFICATION MEETING

Meeting Date & Time:
DECEMBER 16, 2010 - 2:00 P.M.

Location:

Burbank Airport Marriott Hotel, 2500 Hollywood Way, Burbank, CA

acNky
«Ifulu[ru»ﬁ iu.u[un[uI_ /JﬁLnl{ (4‘8 15) ((4!.”171”2["1”[14!.”![]2!
b[lq_l.llpﬂLl;lllﬂ[I l.uiulnl_t.yu[[wil L}n4ul[1£» e{o:l_nLl.uérl‘lil 1.74‘2 u[ul.ullfuuf[_t
LﬂLu[lil;‘ ,Qlugulpluui:ﬁ Ll[lupg ll.pnl_luér 4-[1, q-n41u[1 q-uluuiwpliwil[l
tfprfunsphn:

91505

Visit our website for more details:
www.bobhopeairport.com
Hyperlink: Business Opportunities
(General Contractor Prequalification packet available 12/9/10 after 4:00 P.M.)
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CHAPTER

Friday, December 31st &7:30pm

Cate\\ring by "La”,lfugata" v

Entertaiﬁment: DJ Extreme Su‘umds

*Surprises,
6-794-7942

¢/ RSVP:

"Stepan”

A.G.B.U. PASADENA 'IZ‘:‘E\HTEH
-;i495 East Mountain 5t. Pasadena, E:A

TICHETS: ADULTS - $100.-
Drinks indludaed
CHILDREN a4 -12 y'-il-ﬂl-'!; old - SGD._-
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