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Human Rights Watch:
Armenia’s International Partners Did Not
Use Their Leverage to Influence Human
Rights Situation in the Country

NEW YORK, YEREVAN -- Arme-
nian human rights activists praised on
Wednesday the New York-based group
Human Rights Watch (HRW) for its latest
criticism of Armenia’s authorities and
their Western partners.

In its annual global report issued
on Tuesday, HRW said the authorities |
continue to tolerate widespread police
torture, restrict freedom of assembly and
maintain a grip on broadcast media. It
also noted their failure to solve the deathsterms of changing the situation,” said
of ten people in the 2008 post-election Artur Sakunts of the Helsinki Citizens
violence in Yerevan.

“Armenia’s international partners not only to the authorities but interna-
did not make full use of their leverage to tional structures, of which Armenia is a
press Armenia to fulfill its human rights member.”
commitments,” reads the report. It points Vartan Harutiunian, an opposition-

i HUMAN

RIGHTS

o

WATCH

i S

Assembly. “This report sends a messageg

ACA-PAC Announces Endorsements For
Pasadena City Elections

s

5

-
-

PASADENA, CA — For the up-

America-PAC believes thatacombina-

to the fact that the European Union sawlinked activist campaigning for the re- coming March 5 Pasadena City Munici- tion of the experienced leadership
progress inthe implementation of politi- lease of Armenian opposition members pal elections, the Armenian Council of brought on by Mayor Bogaard and
cal reforms promised by the Armenian arrested in 2008, also emphasized thisamerica PAC, on Tuesday January 25,Councilmember McAustin, along with

government and launched talks last Julyfact. “It is important to frequently talk announced its endorsement of candi-the fresh new ideas of a business

on an “association agreement” with about that because international, Euro-

Yerevan.
Speaking to RFE/RL’s Armenian obliged to do that,” he said. “They get
service, representatives of some Arme-paid for that.”
nian civic groups were particularly en- Harutiunian accused the EU and
couraged by HRW'’s rebuke of the West. other pan-European bodies of “destroy-
They claimed that Western governmentsing European values” in their dealings
and human rights bodies have done littlewith the administration of President Serzh
to make the Armenian government im- Sarkisian. “They have put human rights
prove its human rights record.
“In its previous assessments of the ject of haggling,” he charged.
situation with human rights, HRW sent

the main message to the authorities in Continued on page 4

Hezbollah’s Candidate Appointed

Prime Minister

Majority of Lebanese-Armenian Parliamentarian’s Keep
Alliance with Saad al-Hariri

BEIRUT, LEBANON -- As
Hezbollah and their allies managed to
win a slim parliamentary majority for
billionaire, Najib Mikati, who was for-
mally asked on Tuesday by President|
Michel Suleiman to head a new gov-
ernment, the Armenian community of
Lebanon and the majority of its repre-
sentatives preferred the pro-western
former Prime Minister Saad al-Hariri.

Lebanese Member of Parliament
and Vice-Chairman of the Social Demo-
crat Hunchakian Party (SDHP) Cen-
tral Committee Sebouh Kalpakian,
stated that out of the six ethnic Arme-
nians within the Parliament, only two, : : -
(those are members of the ArmenianNewly appointed Prime Minister
Revolutionary Federation “Tashnak® Najib Mikati

for sale and made human dignity a sub-

dates. They are: Current Mayor Bill owner, community leader, and

pean structures and institutions aregggaard and District 2 Councilmember grassroots candidate such as Khatchik

Margaret McAustin, both of which are Chahinian, would help the City and its
running unopposed, as well as smallconstituency tremendously through the
business owner Khatchik “Chris” upcoming financial trials and tribula-
Chahinian who is vying for the Pasadenations that are projected to come to pass
City Council District 4 seat. in the up coming years.

In the past few months, the ACA- “In the past we have had and we
PAC election endorsement sub-com-will continue to have an exchange of a
mittee carefully studied the agenda of great deal of productive ideas with Mayor
the candidates for City Council. Given Bogaard and Councilmember McAustin,
their records as community leaders,which has resulted in substantive im-
their accountability and ability to build provements for the City Pasadena in
bridges within the various communi- general and Pasadena’s Armenian Ameri-
ties in Pasadena and their commitmenican constituency in particular.” Stated
to issues of great interest to Armenian-Mr. Hagop Adjemian, Pasadena ACA-
Americans, ACA-PAC believes that PAC Board Member. “It will also be
these three individuals are the mostexciting to have such a fresh new face,
gualified candidates and best suited tosuch as Mr. Chahinian, a fellow Arme-
represent the interests of the greatemian-American who is no stranger to the
community. greater Pasadena community, who will

With District 2 and District 4 in our belief energize and fill in the
having a large Armenian American present deficiencies that the City Coun-
constituency, the Armenian Council of cil is faced with.”

Three Armenians Injured in Domodedovo
Blast Are Russian Citizens

MOSCOW -- Three of 4 Arme- Galustan’s health condition is available
nians injured in Domodedovo blast, at the moment.
Guryan Khachaturov (born in 1946), Minasyan also said the represen-
Yuri Vartanov (bornin 1953), Anatoly tatives of Union of Armenians of Rus-
Pogozbekov, 52, are RF citizens, sia also visited the injured and ex-
Spokesman for Armenian Embassy inpressed their readiness to provide nec-
Russia Gevorg Minasyan told Arme- essary assistance.
nian News-NEWS.am. The Suicide bomb attack killed at
At the moment Karen Galusyan'’s least 35 people and injured more than a

party who are actually aligned with the country’s constitution requires the (1969, Krasnogorsk district of Moscow hundred others at the Moscow airport
Hezbollah), voted in favor of Makati. Presidentto commission Mikatitoform region) citizenship is being clarified. =~ on Monday. The explosive device con-
“We, the SDHP delegation along a new government, as well as to ratify Minasyan said on January 26, thetained the equivalent of 2 to 5 kg of
with the ADL parliamentary member the new composition of blocs with the officers of the Armenian embassy vis- TNT.
presented our ally, former Prime Min- parliament.” Kalpakian conveyed to ited the injured in hospital. According Hundreds of thousands of Arme-
ister, and “March 14 Forces” bloc the pressthatthe SDHP, and its Parlia-to him, Khachaturov and Vartanov are nians live in Moscow and the Russian
leader Saad Hariri's as our sole candi-mentarians have no intention of aban-recovering, whereas Pogozbekov re-North Caucasus, the main targets of
date. But unfortunately only 60 MP doning its alliance with the “March 14 mains in critical condition. At the mo- bomb attacks by Islamist militants
nominated Hariri, while 68 for Forces” to join the ‘Hezbollah’ led ment he is in the intensive care depart-operating in Chechnya and elsewhere
Hezbollah's candidate Mikati. As Such “March 8” emerging government. ment. No further information on in the restive region.
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Thomas Hammarberg Urges Release Of Lessons From Ongoing Unrest in Tunisia
Oppositionists Political Prisoners

YEREVAN -- Thomas
Hammarberg the Council of Europe’s
top human rights official on Friday urged
the Armenian authorities to free all oppo-
sition members remaining in prison and
deplored their failure to punish anyone
for the deaths of ten people in the 2008
post-election violence in Yerevan.

Ending a four-day fact-finding visit
to the country, Hammarberg did not rule
out a quick release of the nine opposi-
tionists jailed in connection with the
unrest and a disputed presidential elec
tion that preceded it. He also made clea g YEREVAN -- The Armenian Cen- cijally significant for Armenia, as the
that the Council of Europe and its Parlia- ter for National and International Stud- sjtuation demonstrated five key fac-
mentary Assembly (PACE) is unlikelyto clashes that left eight opposition pro- ies (ACNIS) held a special briefing on tors: (1) the inherent weakness and
impose sanctions on Armenia’s govern-testers and two security personnelJanuary 20 entitled, “An Assessmentyulnerability of states hindered by little
ment. dead. Despite the mass arrests, thef the Recent Revolution in Tunisia: real legitimacy; (2) the sudden and

“There are still some people in authorities failed to prosecute anyoneAre there Lessons for Armenia?,” with explosive power of public rage and
prison because of the connection theyin direct connection with those deaths. a presentation by ACNIS Director Ri- discontent; (3) the economic and de-
have with the March 2008 events,” he Hammarberg expressed “deep chard Giragosian focusing on the re-mographic roots of such popular dis-
told a news conference. “I have dis- concern” at Armenian law-enforce- cent unrest in Tunisia that resulted in content; (4) the power of the Internet
cussed these cases with the authoritiesnent bodies’ failure to solve any of the overthrow of that country’s long- and social media tools in terms of
and appealed for their release.” those killings. “The failure of these serving president. Giragosian analyzedactivism and organization; and (5) the

“I feel that these people should investigations is very serious becausethe events in Tunisia with a focus on cumulative effects of an “arrogance of
not be kept in prison because the senit means in reality that these cases haveahe possible lessons for Armenia in power” by the ruling political elite.
tences against them had a politicalnot been clarified and there is a prob-terms of the need for political consen- The analysis also examined the impact
consideration, political dimension be- lem there with impunity,” he said. sus, compromise and dialogue, and theof economic pressure on political sta-
hind them,” he said. While in Yerevan, the German relationship between the authorities pility and development.

Asked whether the individuals commissioner also discussed what theand the opposition. Giragosian concluded by stress-
regarded by the Armenian opposition Council of Europe sees as a lack of After showing a video of recent ing that “although there were several
and human rights groups as political pluralism in Armenia’s broadcast me- demonstrations in the Tunisian capital, broader lessons from the Tunisian situ-
prisoners could be set freed soon,diadominated by TV and radio stations Giragosian noted that “the wave of ation, what was most crucial for Ar-
Hammarberg replied, “There were no loyal to the government. He said he unrest was largely a leaderless revolu-menia was the recognition of the dan-
replies [from the authorities,] but I specifically addressed the authorities’ tion that was both sudden and sponta-ger of ignoring public demands for
have the impression that they are think-reluctance to give new licenses to theneous.” He traced the lack of leader-change and the need for deeper and
ing. We will see.” Al+ and GALA channels. ship to the fact that “most of the durable reform.” He also stated that

“I wouldn’t exclude any mea- “l think that the system, as it demonstrators were driven by a spon-“the lessons from Tunisia were even
sures that | hope | have contributedworks today, does not guarantee thattaneous reaction to the accumulationmore applicable to the case of
to,” added the Council of Europe com- pluralism,” Hammarberg said. Still, he of frustration, hopelessness and hu-Azerbaijan, mainly due to the dynastic
missioner for human rights. stopped short from explicitly urging miliation of years of corruption, re- nature of the Azerbaijani government,

The PACE had called for an ob- the authorities to let A1+ resume broad- strictions on political freedoms and a making Baku especially vulnerable to
jective and thorough investigation into casts after a nearly decade-long shutgeneral arrogance of power exhibitedgrowing discontent and possible un-

the circumstances of the March 2008 down. by the Tunisian government.” rest in the face of a pronounced lack of
He further noted that the recent |egitimacy and its notable disregard for
Karabakh Gears Up For First Civil Flights developments in Tunisia were espe-democratic reforms.”

In Decades . . - .
Who is Buried in the Shahid Alley?
STEPANAKERT -- Nagorno- Atbashian assured journalists that

Karabakh's sole civilian airport cur- flight security “will be ensured by 100 By Lilit Muradyan

rently undergoing reconstruction will percent” despite the airport’s proximity “Radiolur”

reopen its doors in May for the first to the heavily militarized “line of con-

commercial flights between the repub- tact” separating Armenian and The world should know that mur-
lic and Armenia in two decades, a se-Azerbaijani forces. He warned derers who killed Armenians are bur-
nior official in Stepanakert announced Azerbaijan against attemptingto disruptied in the Shahid Alley of Baku, mem-

on Wednesday. the flights. bers of the organizational committee &
Dmitry Atbashian, head of the Atbashian stressed that securityof the Armenian refugees from [ =0
local civil aviation authority, said a state- in and around the airport building will Azerbaijan told reporters today.

run airline has already been set up tobe “twice as tight” as at Yerevan's As part of the protocol, officials
carry out those flights on a daily basis. Zvartnots international airport because visiting Baku lay a wreath in the Shahid
Flights to and from the airport, of what he described as a potentialAlley or the graves of those killed for
located 8 kilometers east of Stepanakertthreat of “terrorist acts.” “We are the sake of Azerbaijan’s freedom and
had been discontinued in 1991 amidlocated in a dangerous zone,” he ar-independence, as they call it. How-
intensifying armed clashes in and aroundgued. ever, those buried at the Shahid Alley buried in this Alley? These are some of
Karabakh during the liberation war Atbashian also revealed that the are the perpetrators of the Baku po-criminals, who perpetrated the massa-
against Azerbaijani. Transport commu- Stepanakert-Yerevan flights will be car- groms of 1990. cre of Armenians in Baku. There are
nication between the territory and the ried outby a newly established Karabakh “We have decided to put an end also some Russians, who, actually,
outside world has since been carriedairline, Artsakh Air. He said its fleet of to silence and send out letters to allhad no connection with those crimi-
out by land, via Armenia. aircraft will consist of three Canadian- countries, which Armenia has diplo- nals. This is nothing but mockery of
The Karabakh governmentdecided made CRJ200 passenger jets costing atatic relations with,” committee sec- the memory of civilians and Soviet
in 2009 to reopen the airport, severelyleast $15 million each. The official did retary Mariam Avagyan told a press soldiers, who were killed during those
damaged during the 1991-1992 war,not say who is financing their pur- conference today. days,” the letter reads.
and raised about 1 billion drams ($2.8 chase. “As you know, January 20 is Members of the committee de-
million) for its reconstruction from un- It also emerged that a round-trip marked in Azerbaijan as the commemo-cided to send the first letter to Russia
specified “charitable sources.” air ticket to the Armenian capital will ration day of all who died for the as the successor of the Soviet Union.
According to Atbashian, the con- likely cost between 18,000 and 21,500country’s independence. All events are “We intend to launch an interna-
struction work is nearing completion, drams ($50-60). By comparison, the centered around the Shahid Alley, whichtional investigation to dispel Baku’s
and air navigation and other equipmentcurrent fare for a minibus trip from is honored like a “sacred place”. All myths about Shahid Alley,” Mariam
is already being installed at the airport. Stepanakert to Yerevan, which takesdelegations arriving in Azerbaijan are Avagyan said. “We will address to the
The facility will be fully furnished by between six and seven hours, is 5,000scheduled to visit and lay a wreath to International Court of Justice,” she
April, he said. drams. the graves. But do all know who was said.
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Tribute To Hrant Dink in Paris

society, in an effort to find common documentary one experiences the dif-
ground, establish healing and rebuild fering good and bad reactions of the
with one another. present day population of the town, as
PARIS -- On January 19th, a rightsin Turkey, he was also critical of The second film “We Drank the well as the resistance to accept that a
capacity crowd attended an evening of Turkey’s denial of the Armenian Geno- Same Water” director by the evening’s genocide had indeed taken place.
remembrance in honor of Hrant Dink cide. guest of honor Serge Avedikian. The The filmmaker, who won the
at the Armenian Youth Centre in After reading the exceptional documentary deals with the first hand 2010 Golden Palm award atthe Cannes
Alfortville, France, which was orga- plight and struggles of Hrant Dink, a account of the difficultly of beginning Film Festivalin the short film category
nized by the “Nazarpek” S.D. Hunchak- moment of silence was held in his a dialogue between an Armenian and afor his film “Bitch of life,” was accom-
ian Youth Association. memory. The moment of silence was Turk. Filmed in a span of twenty years, panied by journalistMs. Burcin Gergek,
The event coincided with the 4th followed with the screenings of two the director; on three separate occa-who had been his interpreter in the
anniversary of Hrank Dink’s cowardly documentaries: sions explores Soloz, a town his Arme- film. They both gave their opinion on
and brutal murder on the streets of The first film; “the Assassination nian ancestors had lived in, and werethe struggles and personality of Hrant
Istanbul, just outside the offices of the of Hrant Dink,” was a biographical forced to abandon, and is now Dink, along with discussing the
bilingual Turkish-Armenian newspa- documentary filmed by the journalists populated by ethnic Turks whose fami- changes affecting Turkish society’s
per Agos. As editor-in-chief of the of channel ARTE, depicting the life of lies settled there in the 1920s as part oftolerance towards the “Armenian Ques-
Agos daily, Dink was a prominent Hrant Dink, from his childhood to his the large-scale ‘population exchanges’tion.”
member of the Armenian minority in assassination. The documentary high-of the period after they have been The evening ended with an ex-
Turkey. Dink was best known lighted the struggle for reconciliation displaced from their habitual areas of change of questions, opinions and ideas
for advocating Turkish-Armenian rec- through dialogue and understandingresidence near Thessaloniki in today’s between the large audience, Ms. Burcin
onciliation and human and minority within the Armenian and Turkish civil Greece. Through Mr. Avedikian’'s Gercek, and Mr. Avedikian.

Dr. Jack Kevorkian Gives Key Note Address
at UCLA

LOS ANGELES -- Right-to-die
activist Dr. Jack Kevorkian shared his
ideologies about death, dying and civil
liberties on Saturday, January 15, 201
at UCLA’s Royce Hall, one of the
country’s top academic and research
institutions.

The sold out event which at-
tracted 1800 attendees was hosted b
the Armenian Students’ Association at
UCLA (ASA) in collaboration with the
Armenian-American Medical Society
of California (AAMSC).

Moments before the event offi-
cially began, Dr. Kevorkian approached nate the proceeds from the event to thd
the podium to set down his notes, AAMSC scholarship fund which pro-
inadvertently stepping into the spot- vides financial aid to students in need
light. He received a standing ovation who are pursuing careers in medicine.
by the at-capacity audience. The The announcement drew applause andevorkian's friend and lawyer, Mayer als and others alike and the evening
evening’s emcee, Alex Kalognomos, cheers from the audience, comprisedMorganroth. was a huge success all around.” added
swiftly followed by saying, “If you mostly of students. The program was followed by a Dr. Vicken Sepilian, “We look forward
don’t know Jack, you've come to the As the program continued, Alex private reception where Dr. Kevorkian to future collaborations.”
right place.” The spontaneous mo- Kalognomos introduced Dr. Kevorkian greeted guests, signed copies of the UCLA’s ASA president Nina
ment set the tone for a two-hour dis-as a man who, “...set out to changeevening’s program, and was inter- Babaian said of the event, “We were
cussion filled with poignancy and hu- societal values to compassionately meetviewed by the international press. thrilled by the response and plan to

mor. the needs of hopeless patients who no “Our organizations —the AAMSC bring other prominent Armenian speak-
The audience was greeted andlonger wish to live — but are not al- and the ASA — are proud to have beeners to the campus.”

welcomed by Nina Babaian and Dr. lowed to die.” a part of bringing Dr. Kevorkian to the “Dr. Kevorkian is a man who is

Vicken Sepilian, presidents of the ASA In his key-note address, Dr. campus,”said AAMSC Vice-President committed to standing firmly in his

atUCLA and the AAMSC. Ms. Babaian Kevorkian spoke about the rights of an Dr. Serineh Voskanian Melidonian. “He convictions, and I'm honored that he
thanked the ASA board members, in-individual to make end-of-life deci- has inspired and provoked much spoke at our university.” added ASA’s
cluding Cultural Director Jano sions, shedding light on the Ninth thought amongst medical profession-Jano Boghossian.

ArmenienInfo.net

nications with Dr. Kevorkian. She con- focuses on personal liberty and natural
cluded by thanking Dr. Sepilian and rights. His address was followed by an
the AAMSC board members, noting audience question and answer sessio
that, “...without you this event would moderated by UCLA alumnus and
not have been possible.” former Foreign Minister of the Repub-
Dr. Sepilianthanked the ASAand lic of Armenia, the honorable Raffi
announced that the AAMSC will do- Hovannisian. They were joined by Dr.

News. Informationen. Kommentare.
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A.G.B.U. Manoogian-Demirdjian School’s Armenian American Poetry Newly Translated
35™ Anniversary Marks a New Milestone for Armenia Anthology

CANOGA PARK -- This year innate giftand talent. Finally, A.G.B.U. Last year saw the publication of Leon Srabian Herald, born in his-
marks the 38anniversary of A.G.B.U. M.D.S. students learn not only the Ar- the Armenian-language book Arme- toric Armenia, provides a number of
Manoogian-Demirdjian School, located menianlanguage, literature, and history,nian American Poets Writing in En- poems for this collection, many of
in Canoga Park, California. From its but also develop a deep sense of theiglish translated, compiled and preparedthem reminiscent of his old country
humble beginnings in 1976 as SaintArmenian identity and feel great pride in for publication by David Gasparyan village and his nostalgia for it as he
Peter-A.G.B.U. Day School, A.G.B.U. their rich Armenian heritage. The fore- and Armenouhi Ghalachyan of Arme- lived and wrote in America.

M.D.S. has burgeoned into a highly- going is punctuated by a class visit to nia. The subject matter is partly taken Khachig (Archie) Minassian,
accredited, state-of-the-art, college- Armeniawhich forges alifelong bondto from David Kherdian?s anthology For- William Saroyan?s cousin, lived near
preparatory academy, boasting an enthe homeland and manifests itself by gotten Bread, First-Generation Arme- his cousin in Fresno. His short poems
viable track record of alumni attending A.G.B.U. M.D.S. alumni maintaining nian American Writers, from Aram show momentary life impressions.
the finest colleges and universities na-ongoing participation and making mean- Saroyan's Complete Minimal Poems David Kherdian, born in Racine,
tionwide. To commemorate and cel- ingful contributions to the Armenian and also Internet sources. Wisconsin, often writes poems about
ebrate the accomplishments of the pastommunity in America and beyond. This book and others like it show his childhood in that city and about his
35 years, with the goal of building A.G.B.U. M.D.S. remains com- the result of Armenia’s new policy to father. His prose work and his antholo-
upon that proud tradition, numerous mitted to providing excellence in edu- explore literature written by Arme- gies have also drawn much praise.
events have been scheduled, crownedation even in these toughest of eco-nians in diaspora in the languages of Diana Der Hovanessian, born in
by a gala banquet to be held at thenomic times. To that end, the dedi- countries in which they live. Hranush Worcester, Massachusetts, has ac-
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library oncated Parent Teacher Organization,Hakobyan has been Minister of complished much with her transla-
Saturday evening, March 2&011. with the full support of the faculty, Diasporan Affairs since 2008 and tions of Armenian poetry into English

In 1976, A.G.B.U. M.D.S. em- administration, and parents, works tire- works in the direction of welcoming and her many books of poetry. A few
barked upon its educational missionlessly to ensure that the funds arebooks from the many countries settledof her poems appear in this book.
with a total enrollment of 19 students presentto materialize the contemplatedthroughout the difficult times of Ar- Harold Bond, who lived in
and a staff of 3 teachers, and hasimprovements to move A.G.B.U. menian life. Melrose, Massachusetts, taught po-
steadily grown and blossomed to its M.D.S. into the 21 century. The translators provide an intro- etry workshops at the Cambridge Cen-
current enrollment of close to 800 The Parent Teacher Organiza- duction with general background in- ter for Adult Education and published
students and nearly 100 highly-quali- tion, under the capable leadership offormation on the migration of Arme- afew volumes of poetry. They are well
fied educators and dedicated supportchairlady Mrs. Eileen Keusseyan, will nians to the diaspora throughout theirrepresented in this book.
staff. The campus has also evolvedbe hosting the gala banquet at thehistory and mentions the names of Helene Pilibosian, born in Bos-
with the addition of multiple new build- Ronald Reagan Presidential Library onsome outstanding poets in countrieston, Massachusetts, has explored her
ings through the years, including the March 26" 2011. The theme of the such as Romania and Russia as well ag\rmenian identity in several books of
latest expansion project that added thegala will be “35 Years: Then & Now” America. The first few Armenian- poems, some of which are presented
Toddler Center to the preschool com-and will be a retrospective of past American poets and writersin America, in this anthology. In addition, Grady
plex in 2009. accomplishments and a renewal ofsuchas Emmanuel Varandyanand LeorHarp's review of Histories Twists: The

From the Toddler Center to pre- support and enthusiasm for effectuat- Surmelian, whose fame developed with Armenians appears translated into Ar-
school to high school, A.G.B.U.M.D.S. ing future dreams and plans for the their prose works, are characterized. menian. The title of Kherdian?s book
students enjoy impeccably maintained benefit of the next generation. The rest of the book describes Forgotten Bread was taken from a line
facilities equipped with the latest tech- We congratulate and celebrate the first generation of Armenian-Ameri- in one of her poems.
nological advances to further the edu-A.G.B.U. M.D.S.’ 35 years of service to can poets, most of them bornin America Aram Saroyan, the son of Will-
cational experience. the Armenian-American community and with biographies and pictures along jam Saroyan, is very well represented

Academically, A.G.B.U. M.D.S. urge all patrons who share its vision andwith some of their work. in this book by many pages dedicated
is second to none, offering a wide mission of strengthening that commu- William Saroyan leads the list to his work from his Complete Mini-
variety of Honors and Advanced Place- nity by furthering educational develop- with a biography and a number of mal Poems. A poet and playwright, his
ment courses, as evidenced by the factnent, to show their support by attending photographs and poems, though hework has drawn praise and awards for
that A.G.B.U. M.D.S. alumni matricu- the gala banquet on March'26Com-  attained fame with his prose work. He its inventiveness and originality of ex-
late at almost 100% consistently, yearmunity supportis more crucial than ever was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for thepression.

after year. A.G.B.U. M.D.S. is fully toensure thatthe nextgeneration hasthglay The Time of Your Life. He re- The Armenian anthology has been
accredited by The Accrediting Com- opportunity to flourish and excel, to jected the prize. privately printed in Armenia.

mission of the Western Association of nurture and develop to the utmost Arme-

Schools and Colleges (WASC) and by nian youth’s boundless potential. Armenian Volunteer COI‘pS Observes

The National Association for the Edu- The 35 Anniversary Gala is one

cation of Young Children (NAYEC). event not to miss this New Year! For International Volunteer Day

However, academic excellence further information and reservations,
is justthe beginning, A.G.B.U. M.D.S. please contact the school offices at (818),[
students have the benefit of a multi- 883-2428 or the PTO offices at (818)
tude of extra-curricular clubs and ac- 348-9348, or you may send an elec-
tivities to foster and develop every tronic mail to the pto@agbumds.org.

Yerevan — In observance of In- Sanga Est. Yerevan City Hall arranged
ernational Volunteer Day, on December for the pick-up of the garbage and Sanga
5, 2010, the Armenian Volunteer Corps Est supplied the garbage bags. “We are
(AVC) organized, “One More Day for gratefulto Yerevan City Hall and Jacques
Yerevan,” a partial Yerevan city clean to Adjemian — Sanga-Est LLC not only for
help keep the city clean and promotetheir tangible support but also for pro-

Human nghts Watch volunteerism. moting the importance of volunteerism,”
Continued from page 1 service. Joining AVC volunteersinobserv- stated AVC director Sharistan Melkonian.
Mesrop Harutiunian ofthe Yerevan- ing International Volunteer Day were “Volunteers from all over Yerevan

Zhanna Aleksanian, chairwoman based Committee to Protect Freedom ofvolunteers from a wide range of organi- and AVC volunteers from all over the
of the Journalists for Human Rights non- SPeech praised HRW for faulting the au- zationsincluding the Armenian Red Crossworld, many of whom are sponsored by
governmental organization, singled out thorities_for keeping th_e Al+ TV sta_\tion Society, the Manana Youth Center, Birthright Armenia, joined together to
the HRW report’s reference to the mis- Off the air and *harassing” another inde- Eurasia International University, and Pro- make adifference,” continued Melkonian.

treatment of Armenian army soldiers by Péndent broadcaster, GALA. “The au- fessionals for Civil Society. “We have said it before and we’'ll say it
their commanders and fellow conscripts. thorities are preparing the TV airwaves for Volunteers began early in the again. Volunteerismis anintegral part of
“The army may well be at the center of theelectionsof2012and 2013,"he claimed.morning gathering at several placesa strong nation because a country’s
international organizations’ attention including atthe Paregamoutyuan Metro needs always surpass the limits of gov-
given last year’s high-profile deadly in- Read HRW full report on  gtation, the Alexander Tamanyan Monu- erment. Creating a community of en-
cidents,” she told RFE/RL’s Armenian Armneia at massispost.com ment, the Armenian Red Cross Societygaged citizens is an important part of
and Eurasia International University. AVC's mission.”
qupgnl. q_p U.U bbbU.LIlJb p They made their way to the American The International Volunteer Day
University of Armenia where Karen clean up was one of many community
1060 North Allen Ave Aghababyan, Director of Acopian Cen- service projects AVC organizes through-
Pasadena, CA 91107 ter for the Environment, addressed vol- out the year.
unteers stressing how important their AVC was founded in 2000 to
q'r' wu h ﬁ h wl-l G I-_l n ﬂ Ll_h n wﬁ n n nq-n I.U,Ié' service was to helping promote an en-serve Armenia through volunteerism.
vironmentally friendly and clean com- Since its inception, over 300 volunteers
hl‘ anljwn L[ulnéphnnl.[ munity. have served Ii:)n over 200 organizations
FGnwppppninnGtptd hGnwdwjab Supporters of the successful com-throughout Armenia. For more infor-
(626) 398-0506 munity service project include Yerevan mation about AVC visit
City Hall and Jean Jacques Ajamian -www.armenianvolunteer.org.
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Cpowlp, Pwuwnhlwjh FJwdwjiph LEppwihwig-
dwl Upnipbwl (Pasadena Community Access
Corporation):

@ 3pdlwnhp’ «3wy POplhnpbwl Incbdpsh (Ar-
menian ldentity Harvest):

@ Fwdw)Gphl Swlop, 2010h UUL Uwpnwhw-
Gwphl odwlinwyhg:

@ AYSOh Ywdwwnp dwpgh;:

#® Put Pasadena First bwshlj Gwhhibwl go-
pwihg Yo YwOglh thnpp gnpdwnplbbpnc:

@& durguruuuerne Purgr Neuwe Quwoumnr Luwu-
MUSAHHBPHLL E

@& Buatrnt Uuernrarie 6 Greshuntesul Yuun-
vurnrnkebiue Unusuuasre Gu

Crgunmlpnd nblywdwpdwl hapdwonepboil, CwhhbEwh o guilil)
GGp hwdwbphli dig wju Jwpboop GupwoewliGpeed hwobhe: Yo
fubnprp CPwuwnhbwih dwupl dEp hingbpl ne hwpgbpp Yhob
hrwighly Cwhhbbwbh hbw, hEpwdwibnd winp (626) 399-1799 ph-
thil, Juwid gpbp hbwnbebwy Gdwlpl (G Ghunpniuwghl Dwedwly) chakini-
anforcitycouncili@gmail.com

Uhuw'll umy pijuwmdnia, np fhp
Juyln k {wuy huniwjupht
wowmligniphiruap

Punnpflngh [asy fuquifuyfiilpnd

Enikwmiplhiglp lvwmshly
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