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Raffi Hovannisian Continues His Hunger United States Closely Monitoring Political
Strike in Yerevan’s Liberty Square Developments in Armenia

YEREVAN -- The United States
is closely monitoring political develop-
ments in Armenia but has no intention
to mediate between its rival political
factions, the U.S. ambassador in
Yerevan, Marie Yovanovitch, said on
Wednesday.

“How the internal political pro-
cess in Armenia works, discussions
between various parties or actors, |
think that’'s something for Armenians
to work out among themselves,” she
said. “I don’tthink there is really arole
there for the U.S. government.”

Yovanovitch spoke amid what U.S.ambassador Marie Yovanovitch
appears to be mounting political un-
certainty in the country stemming from tial election. “We encourage that pro-
a new campaign of antigovernmentcess to continue to move forward,”
protests launched by the oppositionshe said.

Raffi Hovannisian on hunger strike in Liberty Square Armenian National Congress (HAK) Speaking at Yerevan State Uni-

. last month. versity late last month, Yovanovitch
YEREVAN —The Zharangutyun the past three days the party has tried  Atthe same time, there have beenurged the Armenian authorities to hold

(Heritage) National Assembly deputies to get permission from police to putup some indications that the HAK and free elections, respect civil liberties
engaged in a minor scuffle with police the umbrella as a precaution againstpesigent Serzh Sarkisian’s adminis-and embark on other “deep and diffi-
Sunday, when police moved to takerain, but did not receive a reply from y 4iion are ready to negotiate over somecult” reforms. In particular, she
down a large umbrella put up over th(_e Chief of Police Alik Sargsian. _ opposition demands. stressed the importance of “ensuring
bench where party leader Raffi Deputy head of Yerevan Police “I know there is a lot of specula- that peaceful, lawful assemblies will
!—onanmsmn is waging a hunger strike Robert Melkonian, who executeq Or* tion about that [dialogue,]” Yovanovitch not be harassed or broken up.”
in Liberty Square. _ _ ders to remove the umbrella, said hisig 1 5 news conference at the NATO Pro-opposition media outlets por-
MPs Anahit Bakhshian, Larisa men did no wrong, as itis known that |nformation Center in Yerevan. “If, in trayed the speech as an indication that
Alaverdian. and Zaruhi Postanjian tried “no tent or similar object will be in- 50t the internal political process in the United States will now press harder
to stop police from destroying the stalled there.” Armenia was less tense, shall we sayfor Armenia’s democratization.

umbrella, and claim that police unnec- Hovannisianis inthe tenth day of {5¢'5 something that we would only Yovanovitch stood by her state-
essarily broke it and that the three his “Freedom Fast” hunger strike, in applaud.” ments and said they simply reflect

deputies received minor foot and fin- opposition to various actions and poli- In that context, she welcomed Washington’s support for transparent

ger injuries for their efforts. Continued ) last week’s release of two more HAK and accountable governance around
Bakhshian told ArmeniaNow that over ontinuedonpage 2 |,y 4jists who were imprisoned follow- the world. “Ultimately, it's for the
ing Armenia’s disputed 2008 presiden- people of each country to decide

Armenia To Review Nuclear Plant Safety

VV:ICt:ICI Itb UUVUIIIIIIUIIt ib IIIUViIIU for'
After Japan Crisis Turkey’s Aggressive P%lgy@f%@g%@@l’i?ﬁﬁfc%mab'e
s . Armenia, Expert Says

YEREVAN -- Ankara’s aggres-
sive propaganda aimed at promoting
its image in the region and worldwide
cannot but cause concern, Turkish
studies expert, Deputy Dean of the
Oriental Studies Department of the
Yerevan State University Ruben
Melkonyan told a press conference on
Tuesday. Melkonyan stressed in casq
Turkey fulfills its ambitions Armenia
will deal with an authoritative country.

“Turkey is actively implementing Ruben Melkonyan
the provisions of Foreign Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu’s monograph titled East and there is a threat that it will be
“Turkey’'s strategic interests” issued trying to act as mediator in the settle-
as early as 2001. The work prioritizes ment of conflicts in the South
the ideology of Neo-Ottomanism,” Caucasus.

He noted that Turkey can not be Melkonyan says this is worri-
unbiased towards Armenia and there-some to Armenia, since Turkey can
fore its growing role in the region, as never be an unbiased mediator in the
YEREVAN --The Armeniangov- but also the infrastructures that ensurewell as claims for participation in the Karabakh conflict settlement.

ernment has decided to start a comprethe normal work of the plant,” Sarkisian Karabakh peace process, are unac- Melkonyan considers Armenia
hensive international review of the told a cabinet meeting. ceptable to the Armenian side. still poses a threat to Turkey’s author-
safety of the nuclear power station in “We will once again look into this As regards the Armenian-Turkish ity. “The fact that the Armenian-Turk-

Metsamor in an effort to learn lessons matter, also by inviting international protocols, the expert deems Ankara’sish border remains closed prevents
from the nuclear disaster in Japan,experts and hearing their views on aspiration for“zero problems with neigh- promotion of Turkish policy,” he
Prime Minister Tigran Sarkisian an- what additional steps need to be takenbors” policy is unconvincing in the con- added. Atthe same time, he believes at
nounced on Friday. to improve the safety of our nuclear text of “frozen” protocols. this stage, the Armenian side should

“At the center of our attention According to him, Turkey has not take serious steps, but focus on
must be not only the nuclear plant itself Continuedonpage2 managed to raise its rating in the Middle holding its positions.
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Thousands of Iranians Flock to Armenia
to Celebrate Nowruz Holiday

YEREVAN -- Like every March stars will give concerts in Yerevan's
over the past few years thousands ofbiggest indoor sports arena in the com-
Iranians of different ages and social ing days.
background are choosing to observe Tereza, a young Armenian work-
their Nowruz holiday in Armenia. The ing for a local travel agency, expected
holiday usually begins on March 20 and capacity crowds atthe 7,000-seat Hamalir
continues for ten days. arena as she briskly sold tickets to newly

“Presumption of Betrayal”

By Hakob Badalyan stopped believing in anything els

and afterwards, treacherous schen

a)

€S
r

The Armenian political field were born, which put down the
seems to be absorbed with a feelingroots in the conscience and s

b-

of betrayal. Opponents of the Arme- conscience of the various layers apd
nian National Congress accuse thegroups of the society. Nobody seemns
Congress leaders of betraying theto believe in themselves. The phg-

society and making a deal with the nomenon of looking at life throug

Groups of Iranians could be seen arrived tourists on Monday morning. “If | power, Congress’s supporters ac-the prism of idols became widesprepd
walking around Yerevan streets — many things continue like this, all the seats in| cuse those, who criticize Raffi in Armenia. Whoever tries to resist fo
of them wearing Western-style clothing the Hamalir will be sold out,” she told | Hovhannisian and the Congress lead-the idolatry and not idolize this gr
— strolling with families or in the RFE/RL’sS Armenian service. ers of betraying the movement and another figure, not being led by the
company of friends taking pictures and “It's illegal to have such concerts | concluding a deal with the power, the presumption of betrayal trying tp

visiting its numerous cafes and restau-in Iran,” explained one Iranian man.
rants. “There are some restrictions due to the
According to head of the Arme- regime. So they have to come to Arme-
nian Economy Ministry’s Department nia for concerts.”
of Tourism Mekhak Apresyan, as many Iranian music will also be playedin
as 20,000 Iranian citizens visited Arme- some of Yerevan's night clubs. They
nia during the Nowruz period in 2010, have reportedly been booked by Iranian
their number in 2009 during the same DJs and entertainers.
period was 8,700. This year, some 28,000 The influx of Iranian tourists, which
are likely to have spent their Nowruz in began in earnest two years ago, may no|
Armenia. be massive by international standards
“From year to year the number of but it creates a logistical headache for
tourists visiting Armenia from Iran is Armeniantravel agencies grappling with
observed to grow. Last year a total ofa lack of accommodation and other
140,000 citizens of Iran crossed theunderdeveloped tourism infrastructure.
border into Armenia. And 70 percent of All Yerevan hotels have already booked
such visitors are families. They also visit practically in full for the next two weeks,
our historical and cultural monuments, forcing them to accommodate many
and even complain that information pan- visitors in private apartments or small
els at such sites are not available inhotels outside the city.
Persian,” says Apresyan. “We don't have enough hotels,”
For the Iranian tourists, visiting complained Arlen Davudian, the owner
Armenia is also a rare opportunity to seeof the Tatev Tour agency. “According

authorities, when necessary, accusaliscuss and understand everythir
the opposition of betraying the state faces the threat to be declared tr
and making a deal with foreign forces. tors.

There are plenty of betrayals and Idolatry, unfortunately, is a feq

betraying combinations in Armenia, ture of almost all socio-political forf

which first of all, prove the absence mats of Armenia. There are also ind
of faith. viduals free of idolatry, who perceiv

e

Despite being the first nation to the leaders having a clear idea of fhe

have adopted Christianity as religion total system of public interests ar
t of state, despite considering us atheir and the leader’s role in servir
fully Christian nation, in reality, dur- that system. But, such individua
ing the whole history of the Arme- seem few.
nian nation, we have always violated For changing this situation, he
one of the axis urges of the Christian- roes are necessary, people, who V|
ity — not to create idols. Armenians not be afraid of accusations of b
turned into an idolater nation believ- trayal and will try to break all thg
ing more in idols than in God. Thisis schemes of betrayals, trying to for
the reason why the declared heroesa society, which does not rend
of the Armenian nation do not serve leaders idols, but servants or too
the people, but the people becameleaders will benefittoo, because th
servants of the heroes. come down of the pedestal of ido

Believing in idols, people as instantly as they are put up onlfi

d
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and hear exiled Iranian singers banned into our estimates, there are only between

the Islamic Republic. Several such pop 3,700 and 4,000 hotel beds in Yerevan.”

Raffi Hovannisian Continues His Hunger Strike

Continued frompage 1
with the Sarkisian administration.

cies by the ruling government coalition.

Continued frompage 1

“There has been a softening of, aabout 40 percent of Armenia’s energy

Armenia To Review Nuclear Plant Safety

ful earthquake. Citing geological data,

they claim that a magnitude 8.9 earth-

The Metsamor plant, which meets Armenia.

plant,” he said. He gave no time framesquake, which has wreaked havoc on
precondition for engaging in a dialogue or other details of the planned review. Japan, is extremely likely to ever hit

Another argument made by them

departure from [the HAK’s] demands, and needs, has long been a source of safetis that the plant has undergone numer-

Hovannisian Criticizes
Armenian National Congress and
Levon Ter-Petrosian

this could be attributed to direct or indirect concerns from local environment pro- ous safety upgrades s_ince one of its
communication and perhaps a change irtection groups and Western govern-two reactors was reactivated in 1995.
tactics,” said Hovannisian. “They previ- ments. It has again come under publicAccording to the Energy Ministry, Ar-

Meanwhile, Raffi Hovannisian ously spoke of fresh elections after thespotlight since a devastating earth-meniahas received $130 million worth
stepped up his criticism of the rival resignation of the current president, lec-quake and tsunami caused a series off assistance frO_m the Un_lted States,
opposition Armenian National Congress tured others on that score, but that resigexplosions at Japan’s Fukushimathe European Union, Russia and other

(HAK) on Monday, saying that it has nation [demand] is now gone.”
stopped demanding President Serzh “If we are to measure things with
Sarkisian’s resignation.

the HAK’s old standard that he who gue thatlike Japan, Armeniais situated

Daiichi nuclear plant.
Armenian environmentalists ar- Improvements.

international bodies to finance those

The Armenian government un-

Speaking to RFE/RL’s Armenian doesn’t demand the government's res-in a seismically active region prone to til recently planned to decommis-

service, he questioned the HAK’s oppo- ignation is not in opposition, it can be powerful earthquakes. They say thesion the Metsamor reactor and re-
sition credentials and suggested that itsnferred that the HAK itself is not in Metsamor plant should therefore beplace itby a more modern facility by
top leader, former President Levon Ter-opposition. | don’t have such an opinion shut down as soon as possible. 2017. However, a senior nuclear
Petrosian, may be maintaining confiden-yet,” he added. Armenian government officials official in Yerevan said last August
tial contacts with the authorities. The Zharangutyun leader further and nuclear experts dismiss such conthat the shutdown will likely be de-

Hovannisian pointed to Ter- claimed that riot police allowed Ter- cerns. They say that Metsamor’s re-layed by several years because the
Petrosian’s speech at the HAK’s March Petrosian’s bloc to rally supporters in actor design is different from construction of a new nuclear plant
17 rally in which the ex-president did not Liberty Square for the first time in three Fukushima’s and that the facility is will take more time than previously
cite the conduct of snap elections as ayears with Sarkisian’s prior consent. reliable enough to withstand a power- thought.
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Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian:

A Pastor for All Seasons
(On the publication of his 33 book)

MARCH 26, 2011

Book Review
Penny's Journey by Penny Weatherwax

By Sona Zeitlian length her odyssey of reaching the
United States. Unable to resolve theBy Hagop Terjimanian

On the occasion of the publica- intricacies of being included in the list
tion of her memoirs entitled Penny’s of Greece-born immigrants, she cou- Recently the Armenian Heritage
Journey, the author, Penny rageously resorts to become a stow-Committee published the 3®oo0k of
Weatherwax has sent a copy to AGBUaway in a New York bound steamer. the Rev. Dr. Vahan H Tootikian en-
HYE GEEN and a letter addressed toitsThis ultimately entails elaborate ar- titled Unity, Liberty and Charity. The
President Sona Yacoubian, Pennyrangements to slip past customs in-book consists of forty-four English
Weatherwax calls her memoir “part of spectors. Her friendly nature endearsand Armenian homilies, essays and
the history of the generation following her to kindly fellow travelers who meditations dealingwith religious, cul-
the one from the genocide of 1915.” In become indispensable in her safe land-+ural, patriotic and devotional subjects.
her letter, she fondly recalls that as aing. In a sense, Reverend Vahan H.
token of her appreciation, her mother There is a happy reunion with Tootikian is a troubadour of Armenia
has donated ¥%century costumes and Tania, now settled in Middletown, Ohio. and Armenians. Having worked for
her genocide survivor husband’s po- Yet another odyssey awaits her as shever fifty years as a Minister of the
etry book to the AGBU women’s orga- “realized | was not trained and edu- Evangelical Church, a University pro-
nization. cated in the right direction. In my fessor, an elementary school princi- essential teachings and love in every-

Penny’s story begins in Kharput parents’ plans, a woman’s place waspal, an expert scholar both in Arme- thing.” This was also the theme of his
with the brutal slaying of Assadour at home with husband and children. | nian and English, and a most of all, a33“ book.
Hagopian, his wife and four of his had refused to accept a couple ofprolific writer who has authored a Reverend Tootikian’'s curricula
children. Only young Ardashes sur- proposals of marriage arranged byharvest of books...and he still hopesvitae is equally admirable: He was pas-
vives, who with the help of a devoted Armenian friends. | did not even know for more! tor of Armenian Evangelical churches
servant travels for a time through Rus-who they were talking about, so here | This good “shepherd” has car- in Damascus, Syria, Cairo, Egypt,
sia and finally lands a scholarship to was with no husband and no skills,” ried diligently the message of JesusWatertown, MA, and finally in Greater
attend Robert College in Istanbul. He Her only choice is to find work in Detroit as Pastor since 1959. In addi-

then becomes a teacher at Near Eadthe alterations department of a store|
Relief Boys’ School. and soon becomes known as the Frenc

The 20-year old Ardashes mar- seamstress. Finally on April 15, 1950,
ries 14 year-old Yeprouhi or Yeppy she marries Bob Weatherwax and seve
Guendjelian, orphaned at the age of Syears later, her status as an illegal
and sheltered at the Near East Reliefimmigrant is rectified. In the mean-
Orphanage in Greece. Being a brighttime, her mother and Beaumont-born
and enterprising girl, she was taught toyoungest sister Christiane arrive in the
design and make clothes to enable hetJnited States legally and settle in De-
to support herself later in life. troit.

On the one hand, Ardashes’s in- A deeply moving section of the
volvement in politics leading to even- memoir is devoted to the wrenching
tual infighting and on the other hand narrative of her daughter Anne’s loss.
the spirit of survival, prompt the young In Penny’s words, “Today | still ques-
family to land in Beaumont, France, in tion God’s decision to take her away at
the midst of a mostly Armenian com- such a young and promising age. Was
munity with many foreign-born resi- it because she was to be spared mor

Unity, Liberty and Charity

Rew Or. Pahan A Tosdikinn

Frmnprralieiip

Afip Salpe lmabark by

tion, he has served in various adminis-
trative positions in the Armenian Evan-
gelical communities throughout the
world.

Reverend Tootikian can be com-
pared with the late Catholicos Karekin
| of the Holy See of Antelias and
Etchmiadzin, who himself was a fel-
low Kessabtsee. These two men of
cloth have been active as scholars and
leaders. Tootikian preaches this simple
Christian doctrine: sanctity of life, dig-
nity, and brotherhood of all humans,
social responsibility, peace, and love
as a foundation of justice.”

Reverend Tootikian’'s compen-
dium of writings touches everything

dents. There Ardashe operates a travetragic events in her life? | guess we one wishes to know about the Chris-
agency to support his growing family. were lucky to have had her for ten Christ and also the spirit of Armenia tian faith, the Good Earth, Armenian
With his knowledge of six languages, wonderful years and have tried to con-from his birth place: the little town of history, traditions, holidays, leaders,
he also takes up accounting and helpentrate on that. We never get over theKessab to the glamorous city of Greateretc. He writes with love, compassion
Armenian refugees to obtain proper loss of a child.” Detroit. In a singularly and marvelous and gives friendly advice. He is still
documents for work. His three daugh- Penny has also to reconcile with way his message is based on the mediyoung and spirited. At best he is a
ters attend the local Armenian schoolthe loss of her sister Christiane andeval Christian motto, traditionally as- teacher who teaches by example. He is
for two years, then French school andthen her husband. Her resilience andcribed to St. Augustine, Bishop of happily married to Yeretzgin Rosette
are involved in community activities, survivor instinct help her to adjust to Hippo, 354-430 A.D., (present day to whom he has dedicated this volume.
including the typical French tradition the changed conditions of her life. She Tunis). The motto which stated: “Unity The book can be ordered from
of the Vendange or grape harvest thatreinvents herself when she is acceptedn essential teachings, freedom in non-the Armenian Heritage Committee,
the author describes at some lengthin Nursing School alongside her daugh-
with zest and touching details. ter Chris and upon graduation, works travels keep her occupied and help heme establish an identity for myself....1
The Hagopian family’s peaceful in a hospital. to overcome the crises in her life. Her loved many phases of my life. | hated
existence is shattered when Ardashes Her life takes a new turn as she sense of humor helps her in stressfulthat not everyone | loved could con-
is gunned down in his own home. The marries Donald Watt Jr. and settles insituations and her basic humanity per-tinue to be part of it. | know it's not
motive seems to be linked to political Connecticut. Through her husband shesists in her relationship with termi- perfect, but does anyone ever have a
infighting, but it is never clearly de- becomes a bridge fan and keeps up amally-ill patients. perfect life?”
fined. For Penny, the second daughterabiding fondness of the game. How- Penny retires at the age of 78 and Penny’s memoir is rich in memo-
of the family, the incident marks “the ever, in spite of her efforts, her mar- moves to Ohio to reunite with the rest rable photographs. It is a truly heart-
worst day of my life.” She then moves riage ends in divorce because of herof her family, her mother, sister Tania, felt account of the generation that
on with apparent resignation. husband’s recurrent drinking prob- her own son and his family. Her anxiously sought a safe harbor and a
At the end of the Second World lem. mother’'s eventful life would end in meaningful existence after the Geno-
War, liberation troops pour into Beau- The narrative picks up pace to 2006, at the age of 96. As for her own cide that uprooted their parents and
mont and enliven their lives. Penny the extent of becoming rather con- life journey with its varied experi- their generation from their ancestral
makes the acquaintance of a youngfusing as the author’s children make ences, Penny reflects that they “ helpedands.

ArmenienInfo.net

Valery Giscard d’Estaing, who would Tragedy is never far off, as her
become to her utter surprise, Presi-daughter Chris dies soon after mar-
dent of France in 1974. riage and a successful career. At all
In spite of the prevailing excite- twists and turns of this part of her
ment, Yeppy plans on settling in Ar- life, Penny’s love of life and people,
gentina, where the family has rela- her capacity to make and keep friends
tives. However, the eldest daughtershine through and help her to attain
Tania’'s marriage to an American G.l. peace of mind.
in 1946 and subsequently leaving for Finally Penny settles in Fresno,
the United States, changes the family’sCalifornia with her youngest daughter
planned course. Yeppy cannot acceptRobin and at the age of 59, once agai
to let her family’s drift apart. serves in a hospital. As a model nurse
The author describes at greather all-engrossing work and frequent

News. Informationen. Kommentare.

massispost.com
daily news updates
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Heavenly Music at Dilijan Concerts Screening of Award Winning Film AGHET
. . at the Glendale Central Library
By Charles Fierro soprano and chamber ensemble display
extremes of drama and intimacy. _
An attentive, appreciative audience Crumb’s iconic “Black Angels” (1970) GLENDALE -- Glendale Public

braved the Sunday afternoon storm onfor amplified string quartet (plus tuned Library to screen the documentar
March 20 to attend the Dilijan Chamber water glasses) powerfully integrates suchfilm Aghet - Ein Vélkermord on Sun-
Music Concert at Zipper Hall in down- diverse elements as isorhythmic andday, March 27, 2011, at 4 p.m., in th
town Los Angeles. They were rewarded palindromic structures, Gregorian Glendale Central Library Auditorium,
by a program that featured four new plainchant, medieval cadences,222 East Harvard Street, Glendale
pieces by Armenian composers and twoSchubert’'s song “Death and the Maiden”,Ad_mISSIO_n IS fr?e. and the. seating |
works by the American, George Crumb. among many others things. For fourI|m|ted.L|br.aryV|S|tors receive 3 hours
Stepan Rostomyan, 55, is the re-decades this haunting music has continFREE parking across the street at Tt
cipient of many honors and awards. His ued to command worldwide admiration Market Place parking structure witf
Tagh of Angels (2001) for soprano and and deserves its status as a classic ofalidation at the loan desk.
chamber ensemble evokes a devout cecontemporary music. Aghet is a powerful documen- . :
lestial atmosphere with utmost clarity The unusually large cast of per- tary, depicting the annihilation of 1.5 around the world on television, and in
and discretion. He even asks the instru-formers at this concert maintained million Armenians from 1915-1923 major film festivals. _
mentalists to chant alleluias and amensDilijan’s reputation as an artistic series and the effects of the Turkish Recently Aghet received Adolf
while they play. The total effect was of the highest quality. Flutist Tigran government's international campaign Grimme award in information and cul-
spellbinding. In contrast, his Symphony Arakelyan, oboist Ryan Zwahlen, violin- of genocide denial. The film highlights ture category.

no. 3 (1989) for ensemble and prere_ist Movses Pogossian, percussionist§he Turkish_authorities’ current p0|icy The Adollf_Grimme Award is a
corded sounds pays homage to the vicAAndrea Moore and Sipan Amirian, clari- of those crlmgs. . ' ' German teIeV|S|oq award named after
tims of the devastating earthquake in netist Phil O’Connor, violist Alison Spieth Award-winning director Eric the first general director of Nordwest-

Gyumri that year. Deafening alarms, and bassist David Parmeter all contrib- Friedlerassembles an impeccable CaStgeUtSCher Rundfunk, Adolf Grimme. It

tolling bells and, ultimately, a consoling uted importantly to the success of thewho bring to life the original text of is aiso called the *German TV Oscar”,
hymn by a children’s choir pay eloquent event. German and U.S. diplomatic dispatchesThe awards ceremony takes place annu-

tribute to the faith and courage of the Special credit goes to soprano and eyewitness accounts, interspersedlly at Theater Marl and is hosted by the
survivors. Vatsche Barsoumian con- Tony Amold (in the Rostomyan “Tagh with never-before-seen footage of the Adolf-Grimme-Institut. Since 1964, it
ducted the ensemble in both Rostomyarof Angels” and Crumb “Madrigals”), Genocide and its political aftermath. awards productions “that use the spe-
works. cellist Vardan Gasparyan (who played The 2010 film, applauded by Nobel C!fIC possmllmes of.the medium televi-
Aram Hovhannisyan,Z?,andArtur the Avanesov solo from memory and Prize laureate Gunter Grass, hassion in an e_xtraordlnary manner and at
Avanesov, 31, represented the youngeparticipated in both Rostomyan pieces),SPafKed depate thrOUghOUt Europe. Thethe Sa_me time can serve as ?Xamples
generation of composers. Hovhannisian'sVicki Ray (as ensemble pianist in the 90-minute is now being showcased regarding content and method.
“Litany 1l Der Stein des Erbes” (2009) Rostomyan “Tagh of Angels” and as . . . .
for solo piano creates the impression ofsoloist in the Hovhannisyan “Litany”), Merdinian Armenian Evangehcal School
suspended time by means of abstrac&nd harpistKyungHee Kim-Sutre (inthe
gestures in which the beauty of the pianoCrumb “Madrigals). The Threnody String

sound itself becomes a subject of medi-Quartet from UCLA (Ambroise Aubrun,

tation. In Avanesov’s “Dies ist ein Lied Kristopor Najarian, Alison Spieth and SHERMAN OAKS, CA -- The honored at the banquet with this year’s
for dich allein...” (2003) the score asks Jasmine Lau, coached by Dilijan’s Artis- Board of Directors of Charlotte and milestone being reached Ms. Zepure
the solo cellist to sing while playing. The tic Director Movses Pogossian, deliv- Elise Merdinian Armenian Evangelical Talatinian.

music is a sensitive rhapsody whoseered the challenging Crumb “Black An- School cordially invites the participa- Commenting on the upcoming
minor modalities and cadential trills con- gels” not only with expertise and deep tion and support of the community to event, Dr. Vahe Nalbandian, Chairper-
sciously refer to the cello suites and understanding, but with professional its 29" anniversary banquet whichwill son of Merdinian’s Board of Direc-
cantata arias of J.S. Bach. The result isauthority. Clearly, that this is a group take place on Saturday, April 9, 2011 tors, had this to say: “The banquet is a
emotionally quite moving. with a real future in music. at“Pandora On Green” banquet hall in celebration of the mission of the

Two major works by George The concert was a substantial andPasadena, CAat6:30pm. Banquet(_:omMerdinian school, its role in the com-
Crumb (b. 1929) occupied the latter uplifting contribution to the cultural life mittee Chairperson, Sona Khanjian, munity and many years of achieve-
portion of the program, conclusively of the city at a time when such experi- with the School PTO and Board_of ments in the lives of our children. Itis
demonstrating why he is justly consid- ences are especially vital. Directors, are enthusiastically moving also an opportunity for fund-raising.
ered the master of eclectic inspiration forward with the preparations for this A sluggish  economy  and
and extended instrumental techniques. Charles Fierro is a concert pianist big event. high unemployment rate have dimin-
His “Madrigals” (1969) on surrealistic and Professor Emeritus of Music at The keynote speaker of the ished parents’ ability to afford tuition
poems of Federico Garcia Lorca for California State University Northridge. evening will be the honorable Paul fees and increased the need for finan-

Krekorian, member of the Los Angeles cial aid to students. Generous financial
. . City Council and a proud and moral support of the Armenian
Sima Trio Concert at St. Leon Cathedral Merdinian parent. The Master of Cer- community is called for to continue to
emonies will be Mr. Zaven Khanjian, a provide high quality education to our

long time Merdinian Founding Board precious children.”

BURBANK, CA -- The Sima Trio They have performed extensively both member, three term past chairman and Admission price is $80 per person.
will present a special concert at St. collectively and individually through- community activist. The evening will Tax-deductible donations atall levels are
Leon Cathedral on Thursday, April 7, out the United States, Europe, Southjnclude performances by classically highly appreciated. Donations and ban-
2011. This event is being presentedAmerica and Armenia including ven- trained violinist, Ms. Mari Haig, danc- quet reservations may be mailed to the
under the auspices of His Eminenceues such as Carnegie Hall, Teatro Co-ers from the Hayastan Dance Center,school’s address. For additional infor-
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Pri- lon, Palau de la Musica in Barcelona gnd recitations by Merdinian alumna, mation and reservations, contact the
mate of the Western Diocese and orga-and Yerevan Philharmonic Hall win- pMs. Shushan Galstyan. As custom-school’s office at (818) 907-8149. Please

nized by the Stewardship Committee. ning many competitions and prizes ary, long time serving teachers will be RSVP by March 31, 2011.
Tickets are $35 and may be purchasedlong the way.

29™ Anniversary Banquet

by calling the Diocesan office at (818) The Sima Trio is coming to Jack Aslanian’s Translation of
558-7474 or by contacting Aida Sethian Southern Callfornlg for thg express Paruir Sevak Published
626 695-8013. purpose of presenting their program
Praised for their powerful and of classical and Armenian music for A selection of Paruir Sevak’s po- lished reports, commentaries, reviews,

heartfeltinterpretations of classical and the benefit of the Diocesan Steward-emswas published in Englishin Yerevancritical essays, translated poems, and
ethnic repertoire, the Sima Trio is ship Program which has been chargedon January 24, 2011 — coincident with shortstories. Paruir Sevak’s sons, Armen
quickly becoming one of the leading with the mission of identifying, edu- the 87" anniversary of his birth. and Koryun Ghazaryan, gave permis-
trios of its generation. Connected by cating and preparing young men for PARUIR SEVAK: Selected Poems sion for publishing translations of their
their Armenian heritage, the membersthe priesthood. Translated by Jack Aslanian is the first father's poems in a letter dated Decem-
of this New York based ensemble have In addition to the Sima Trio, single-volume English publication of a ber 15, 2009, and signed by Koryun
studied at such places as Juilliard,Garineh Avakian will add her lovely group of Sevak's poems. Ghaaryan on their behalf.
Yale, Real Conservatorio Superior De operatic voice to the evening’s musi- Jack Aslanian, a graduate of Copies of the first printing of this
Madrid, and Manhattan School of cal program with her performance of Carleton College and University of Chi- volume are available through
Music. several Armenian songs and sharaganscago, has divided time between medi-amazon.com or through Armenian book-
The group is composed of violin- Avakian has studied at the San Fran-cine and writing, translating, and editing. stores. 160 pages, trade paperback,
ist Sami Merdinian, cellist, Ani cisco Conservatory of Music and In addition to a novel (Fixed Move- English only, list price $ 13.50 (for US
Kalayjian, and pianist Sofia Melikyan. USC’s Thornton School of Music. ments), he has authored numerous pubsales only).
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www.americanrelhiablewindows.com

Serving Los Angeles, Ventura, Orange, & San Bernardino Counties
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AMERICAN RELIABLE WINDOWS

Hf:nm:ﬁ wihile increasing the value
ﬂf}'ﬂﬂr ;]EJME' :.:!1'!'1!.'1' f.l’ﬂgﬁ'?!f_.

18 months no interest* Financing 0.A.C

ENERGY EFFICIENT

Vinyl, Wood, Fiberglass, Clad or
Aluminum Replacement, Retro or
New Construction

Our Windows Qualify

For Tax Crediils

Manufacturers rebates & deep
discounts available NOW.
Product, Pricing and
Financing to meet any Budget,

888-804-7250

Your Satisfaction is Guaranteed.

Licensed = Cerufied * Insured CSLB LIC#901591
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INVITATION FORBIDS
(IFB)NO. 1707
THE RENOVATION OF THE 1st
AND 2nd FLOORS AT
515 COLUMBIAAVE.,
LOS ANGELES, CA 90017

The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles invites vendors to
submit bids for The Renovation of the
1stand 2" Floors at 515 Columbia
Ave., Los Angeles, Ca90017. Copig
ofthe IFB may be downloaded online
beginning March 20, 2011, at
www.hacla.org/cgs. Bids will be ac
cepted at 2600 Wilshire Blvd., #3100
Los Angeles, CA 90057, until 2:00

p.m. (local time), April 20, 2011.
3/24, 3/31/11
CNS-2060815#

MASSIS WEEKLY

)

”pwi:g Ilbn_bLlI [1[1&215 « &=
ply dbpmnqupdg nmgdughpfib-
pr vyunnisly B (qpbfth prynpp), np
pugdwfdfe fjulgp, Suljpslibpfil
lll.uzl.un_p In7, anbb ilbp[unl_t/'bl In7]
lll.ululiuu[ugbpil n n_l.uzllfl.uq_bpﬁilb-
nwydwabpfibp B qiuby, ppbiy
nLFw[!lﬂL[JbLuil moilbplllil‘ !Lum[[w-
bwhe, [FE fuswby wnwbdfilr Sulpfrs-
ubp fugBncd Epu Sbp nwgSwagbipfi-
illip[ﬂl, [Frpncl ulinilig, &puufunn
ygiduhihipiyred: yngnp dfplppging
b Swphh: bputighy g Gingufud
Lullbl £ «a!u Lu:f!;ZIE lszl 2[1
ilbanblnL»:

ﬁpog' zilb["n_bg: i,nLLUFIt Un-
é'l.uzilzliluil Lytnganlfilbpnl{, -
[JlllLilZlbpnll‘ 4Lu1_l.uuu1blnl_ 4uufu1[1,
e [Ffiiifyg, pusquspuiljusts -
iyl pibipfy, [ dfbpdng quig-
Phiup: Uprpuspr [Jfruisp: Guigh Qunf pli

SSS

Ubpkif Unewpy, quunknd pn
l[bflul.uq_[nullwflﬁg, Ship q_pb[t?!; Q=
uwl[wl[ﬁgilbp bil#, nr bu, [lilzui!;u
e, [nf uml;:lé'wq_np&'tu[[l.uil llbluhgﬂ
prgpncfFhutip: Lfufw, bpp phfdhip-
gred, Jhppufdhpgned b qppkpn,
muhkd, phyg Sk flpu fUd wikfr
al_blﬁil‘ S bil#, L Lfliil#
in.ul[ilbpﬁ ul[un[l Lul[l.uiuumbu l[12l Eup,

REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS
(RFQ# 7547)

The Housing Authority of
the City of Los Angeles (HACLA)
invites qualified engineering
firms to develop and prepare &
vested tentative Tract Map for
the entire project with a final
map for Phase | for the proposed
HACLA-owned Jordan Downs Re-
development Project based upor
the Jordan Downs Community-
Based Master Plan in accordance
with the Subdivision Map Act and
applicable City of Los Angeles
requirements. Copies of the RFQ
may be obtained beginning March
14, 2011 online at http://
www.hacla.org/ps. Proposals wil
be accepted until 2:00 P.M., April

8, 2011.
3/24, 3/31/11
CNS-2060616#
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GLENDALE
825 W. Glenoaks Blvd., Glendale, CA 91202
(818) 242-0683 ® Mon-Sat. 9AM-8PM e Sunday 10AM - 4PM

PASADENA
1785 E Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104
(626) 794-7026 ® Mon-Sat. 9AM - SPM
SHERMAN OAKS

13654 Burbank Blvd., Sherman Oaks, CA 91401
(818) 785-6529 ® Mon-Sat. 9AM - SPM




