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Democratic Socialism in Armenia Obama, Medvedev Discuss Karabakh

WASHINGTON, DC -- U.S. the Kremlin likewise cited Obama as
President Barack Obama and his Rus-praising Medvedev’s mediation efforts.
sian counterpart Dmitry Medvedev dis- “Both sides expressed their in-
cussed the Nagorno-Karabakh con-tentionto continue to take coordinated
flict and reportedly agreed to make steps aimed at fostering the search by
more joint efforts to broker an Arme- Baku and Yerevan of a peaceful solu-
nian-Azerbaijani framework agreement tion to the problem,” it said.
in a phone call late on Monday. The phone call coincided with

The White House and the Krem- the start of Russian Foreign Minister
lin listed the current state of the Sergei Lavrov’s visit to Washington.
Karabakh peace process among théde is scheduled to hold talks with
main issues on the agena of the con-Obama on Wednesday.
versation. Lavrov flew to Washington three

“President Obama also expresseddays after visiting Yerevan and Baku to
his support for President Medvedev’s hand Presidents Serzh Sarkisian and
mediation efforts regarding Nagorno- Ilham Aliyev a letter from Medvedev.
Karabakh, and pledged American sup-He said it lays out concrete steps which
port for the effort to reach a frame- the Russian president believes can break

YEREVAN -- On July, 9 2011, economy, monopoly and oligarchy as work agreement for negotiating a final the impasse in the negotiating process
Armenia’s Hunchakian Party and the the fundamental basis of today’s peace agreement that will put an end tomediated by the United States, Russia
Democratic Party of Armenia orga- economy. “Note that the death of the this conflict,” read a White House and France. Sarkisianand Aliyev prom-
nized a conference entitled “The Pros-one supposes the collapse of the other,’statement. ised to respond to the unpublicized
pect of Democratic Socialism in Ar- he said adding that the official estimate A separate statement issued byletter soon.
menia.” The primary focus of the con- the shadow economy to be 50% of the
ference is to establish a path in over-country’s total economy, yet experts .
coming the grave socio-economic situ- believe that the shadow economy in Senator Menendez Questions Ambassador
ation in Armenia by establishing a sys- actuality makes up an estimated 70%
tem of democratic socialism in the in the economy, and its reduction will

Nominee to Armenia on Genocide

country; where the rights of individu- help curtail Armenia’s growing for- WASHINGTON, DC -- Presi- by the president of the United States
als and the rule of law are respected.eign debt. dent Barack Obama’s nominee for USand that policy is enunciated in his
The event brought together represen- “Yet, do you think the authorities ambassador to Armenia told SenatorsApril 24th Remembrance Day state-
tatives of various political parties and are truly ashamed of this economic Wednesday he would not use the wordment,” Heffern told Menendez and other
NGOs. ailment in our economy? They utilize “genocide” to describe the killing of members of the Senate Foreign Affairs
In his opening remarks, Chair- these economic disabilities for their more than one million Armenians un- panel.
man of the Democratic Party of Arme- own benefit and cannot go againstder the Ottoman Empire. Menendez, however, told Heffern
nia, Aram Sargsyan dwelton Armenia’s their interest,” concluded Sargsyan. “As the president has said, the he found it “difficult to be sending
“sad economic situation” detailing key Amenian Revolutionary Federa- massacres and the forced deportationsliplomats of the United States to a
issues which require immediate solu- . leading to the deaths of 1.5 million country in which they will go (...) to a
tion. He underlined the trinity of shadow Continuedonpage4  armenians is acknowledged and rec-genocide commemoration and yet never
ognized and deplored by Presidentbe able to use the word genocide.
. . . oo Obama, and yes sir, | believe it as “It is much more than a question
Blll EXtendS Clalm Deadhne fOl‘ Famllles Of well,” nominee John Heffern said, re- of aword,” he added. “It is everything
Armenian Genocide Victims sponding to sceptical questioning by that signifies our commitment to say-
Democratic Senator Robert Menendezing ‘Never Again’ and yet we cannot
SACRAMENTO -- Gov. Jerry Brown last Friday signed legislation that of New Jersey. even acknowledge this fact and we put

extends the deadline in California for victims of the Armenian genocid¢ and  «“The characterization of those diplomats in a position that | think is
their descendents to file claims on unpaid policies from European and Asiadyents is a policy decision that is madetotally untenable.”
insurers.

The measure, which extends the deadline through Dec. 31, 201§, was .
introduced by Assemblyman Mike Gatto (D-Silver Lake). ACA Raises Issues of Concern to the Senate

“This is the culmination of a lot of hard work by me and my staff,” Gatto Foreign Relations Committee Regarding
said. “It's nice to see this come to fruition.”

Gatto went into the community to get input before introducing the |bill. Future U.S. Ambassador
“[Residents] saw this as an important tool for seeking justice for the wiongs
committed by the Ottoman Turks.” LOS ANGELES -- The Armenian tions Committee will consider Presi-
Council of America sent an open letter dent Obama’s nomination of John A.
UN Report: Armenia’s Population Declining, to the Senate Foreign Relations Com-Heffern to serve as ambassador to

mittee members regarding the nomina-Armenia. Mr. Heffern would replace
tion of John A. Heffern as the U.S. Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch, who
The world population will top 7 while 2.1 is needed for a simple repro- Ambassador to Armenia. In the letter, just concluded her three year mission
billion in November, but according to duction. the ACA addressed it's concerns aboutto Armenia last month.
demographic projections, Armenia’s Some 44% have said they don’'t Heffern’s relationship with former In the mid-1990s, Mr. Heffern
population will shrink by 2050, Garik see their future in Armenia. Congressman Doug Bereuter (R-NE)worked for former Congressman Doug
Hayrapetyan, the executive represen- Commenting on the numbers, who was consistently one of the mostBereuter who was consistently one of
tative of the UN Population Fund’s Vanik Babajanyan, the head of the pro-Turkish and anti-Armenian Rep- the most pro-Turkish and anti-Arme-
Yerevan office, told a news confer- Labor and Social Affairs Ministry’s resentatives to serve in Congress. nian Representatives to serve in Con-
ence today. Demographics Division, said some of The ACA asked the committee to gress. Currently, Mr. Heffern is a ca-
A UN study conducted in 2009 the reasons include issues like dwell-be thorough in its evaluation of Mr. reer member of the Senior Foreign
shows that only 16% of the respon-ing, employment, health care, unpre- Heffern and to ensure that he is awareService and at present serves as the
dents in Armenia have said they areparedness to become parents amon@f the concerns held by the Armenian- Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S.
ready to have another child in the threeother difficulties. American community. The following Mission to NATO in Brussels.
years to come; 68% ruled out such a He, however, shrugged off alle- is a copy of the letter sent to the Senate It is our desire that nominee
possibility. The number of children gations that emigration numbers haveForeign Relations Committee.
born to young families stands at 1.5 hit threatening sizes in Armenia. “Today, the Senate Foreign Rela- Continued on page 4

44 Percent See no Future in Homeland
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Armenian Government, Opposition Set for Golden Apricot International Film Festival
Landmark Talks Opens in Armenia

YEREVAN -- In what appears to any face-to-face meetings on ways of
be another concession to the Armenianeasing political tensions in Armenia. YEREVAN -- A weeklong inter- program offering young filmmakers a
National Congress (HAK), President The HAK insists that the dialogue should national film festival opened in Arme- chance of expressing themselves and
Serzh Sarkisian and his three-partytake the form of formal negotiations niaon Sunday, with cinema-goers givensharing their vision of the future of
governing coalition have formed an ad between special delegations formedanother chance of sampling some ofcinematography.

hoc team tasked with holding talks for that purpose. Sarkisian and thethe latest movie offerings. The film festival also highlight
with the opposition alliance. HHK rejected this format until recently. The eighth edition of Golden films created in former Soviet repub-
Sarkisian’s spokesman Armen But in a June 17 statement, the Apricot, afilm festival heldin Yerevan lics in a section dedicated to the 20th

Arzumanian told News.am on Satur- president said that the two rival sidesevery year since 2004, opened onanniversary of the establishment of the
day that the ruling Republican Party of could discuss pressing issues facingJuly 10 with a gala ceremony at- Commonwealth of Independent States.
Armenia (HHK) and its two junior coa- Armenia “through specially designated tended by several star guests, in-The festival ends on July 17.

lition partners, the Prosperous Arme- individuals.” He said representatives cluding one of the festival’s guests More related news as well as
nia (BHK) and Orinats Yerkir parties, of the HHK, the BHK and Orinats of honor Fanny Ardant, a renowned information and schedules of film
will each appoint two members of the Yerkir could “sit down at the negotia- French actress. shows are available on the Golden
“working group.” tion table” with an HAK delegation set One of this year's novelties atthe Apricot International Film Festival's
“The first working discussion up in early June. festival is “Apricot Pit”, a short film official website www.gaiff.am.
[with the HAK] could be organized The ruling HHK will be repre-
already in the next ten days,” sentedinthe “working group” by Davit General Andranik Ozanian Monument
Arzumanian said. Harutiunian and Gagik Minasian, the
The potentially significantdevel- chairmen of the Armenian parliament Unveiled in Bulgaria
opmentis part of an unfolding dialogue committees on legal affairs and eco-
between Armenia’s political leadership nomic policy respectively. Hundreds of local residents gath-

and largest opposition force, which The BHK also appointed two se- ered in the Galata district of the Bul-
was made possible by a series of connior lawmakers to the group. One of garian city of Varna to honor the
cessions made by Sarkisian in April them, Naira Zohrabian, described thememory of General Andranik Ozanian
and May. Those included the release ofdialogue as an important milestone in (also known as Zoravar Andranik). As
all HAK loyalists remaining in prison. the “formation of a new political culture reported by the website of the Rus-
The two sides have still not held of mutual tolerance” in the country.  sian-language Yerkramas newspaper
a six-meter monumentto the Armenian
Armenia Recognizes South Sudan general was erected in the center of
square that now bears the hero’s name
Participating in the opening ceremony
were members of the public, govern- i
ment officials and political figures, as
well as the head of the Union of Arme-
nians in Bulgaria and General
Andranik’s grandson Vardan Nranyan.
The unveiling of the monument
was one of the first events dedicated towars within the Bulgarian army.
the 100th anniversary of the Balkan Turkey earlier had expressed dis-
Wars, in which Bulgaria, Greece, content regarding the Bulgarian au-
Montenegro and Serbia liberated thethorities’ decision to erect the monu-
Balkans from Ottoman Empire rule. The ment. The authorities, nevertheless,
Armenian auxiliary troops established by did not succumb to pressure from
General Andranik fought in the Balkan Turkey, reports Yerkramas.

YEREVAN -- Armeniarushedto
officially recognize South Sudan on
Saturday, with Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian touting its declara-
tion of independence as a blueprint for
resolving other ethnic and territorial
conflicts.

“The declaration of independent ]
statehood in South Sudan is a realiza{ —~ =
tion of peoples’ equality and impreg- &=
nable right to self-determination and
yet another example of the civilized
resolution of conflicts,” Nalbandian
said in a special written statement.

The Armenian governmentas well independence will strengthen the Ar- . . .
as Nagorno-Karabakh's leadership wel-menian case for international recog- Armenian Crime Boss Pleads Gllllty
comed last January an internationally nition of Karabakh’s secession from
recognized referendum in South SudanAzerbaijan. NEW YORK (UPI)-- The leaderof  criminal offenses, including operating a
that cleared the final hurdle to its se- The principle of self-determina- &n Armenian crime ring in New York  $100 million Medicare fraud billing ring.
cession from the country’s north. tion has long been championed by thePléaded guilty to racketeering charges in Kazarian was a “vor” — roughly
Nalbandian said the referendum out- Armenian side in its negotiations with & federal court, the U.S. Department oftranslated as “thief-in-law” — among
come highlighted “the victory march Azerbaijan. The United States, RussiaJustice announced. high-level criminals from Russia and the
of the right of self-determination.”  and France — which have been jointly Armen Kazarian, 47, pleaded guilty countries thathad been part of the former

Official Yerevan and Karabakh mediating those talks — recognize it t0 racketeering conspiracy, admitting Soviet Union, including Armenia.
hope that the emergence of a newalong with the territorial integrity of his association with the Mirzoyan- “International organized crime has
state in Africa will set another prece- states. A combination of the two prin- Terdjanian organization and acknowl- emerged as one of the most serious law
dent for a resolution of the Karabakh ciples is at the heart of the “basic €dging he engaged in extortion for the enforcement problems of the 21st cen-
conflict sought by them. Nalbandian principles” of a Karabakh settlement Crime ring and on his own behalf, U.S. tury,” Bharara said. “It is a problem that
insisted in January that South Sudan’sput forward by them. Attorney Preet Bharara said in a releasethis office — and the Department of

The indictment charged Kazarian Justice as a whole — is committed to
used his leadership position in the crimerooting out. [Kazarian’s] guilty plea
community to help the Mirzoyan- should send a strong message to interna-
Terdjanian crime engage in a range oftional gangsters all over the world.”
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Historical Justice: Turkish Writer Publishes Materials on Armenian Presence in the Region

what it is now and literature was
still rather limited, and this book
certainly opened a new field for
study,” says the Birzamanlar pub-
lishing house’s founder and chief
editor.

Despite the fact that the main
target of Koker’s activities is the
society as a major link of settlement
of relations, he is confident that
only by bringing the societies closer
together the issue will not get a
solution as long as “Turkey contin-
ues its present policy”.

“Now Turkey wants to im-
prove relations with Armenians,
Kurds, however, it is regrettable
to the portion of poison that is that it is done not out of consider-
spread in educational institutions, ations of human rights protection
portraying Armenians as an enemy and realization of mistakes, but sim-
nation. against the denial of the Armenian the book-album “Armenians in Tur- ply because these issues are viewed

“I was born in Marash, where Genocide. But the way of struggle key 100 Years Ago” that contains as impediments to Turkey’s becom-
a third of the population was Arme- he has opted for isn’'t a direct one. over 500 postal cards depicting theing stronger,” he says, citing proof
nians. There were 10 Armenian “I think that only by saying Armenian life back then. The post- of what he described as the formal
churches there, more than 10that the genocide happened and uscards were published at the begin-nature of relations settlement pro-
schools, but not a single stone re-ing that word you won’t achieve ning of the 20th century in the Otto- cesses in Turkey.
mains of them now, and people re-success, but will, on the contrary, man Empire and present the lives of “It seems that now they are
member the Armenians as enemies.cause a reaction. With my projects, Ottoman Armenians, their churches, trying to put an end to the policy that
This book shows to people that books and cultural activities | am schools, numerous factories, shops,prompts hatred towards Armenians
Armenians once lived here and built trying to show to the broad sections cafeterias, hotels and other institu- — on the one hand the state organizes

By Gayane Abrahamyan
ArmeniaNow.com

With his activities and differ-
ent projects the Turkish journalist,
historian and publisher Osman Koker
is trying to present to the public at
large the traces left by Armeniansin
Turkey, which, according to him,
have been “consistently erased”.

The book “Armenians in Tur-
key 100 Years Ago” published in
2005 provided a fresh, documen-
tary perspective and, as Koker him-
self says, has become not only an
alternative to the history presented
by Turkey, but also the “antidote”

cities,” Koker says in an interview of the public what the role of Arme- tions owned by Armenians. a huge exhibition about Armenian
with ArmeniaNow. nians was and make them wonder Under “My Dear Brother” head- architects, presenting the huge, mag-
Koker, who founded and heads what happened to the Armenians,” ing photographs from the book have nificent works created by Arme-

the Birzamanlar publishing house, explains the scholar. been displayed at exhibitions in nians in Turkey, but on the other
is among Turkish scholars who have This question has arisen among Istanbul, Munich, Cologne, Frank- hand, again at the state level, video
engaged in an internal struggle many when they began to browsefurt, Valencia and Geneva. materials are disseminated in schools
The collection belongs to Or- presenting how Armenians ostensi-

Vatican Documents: lando Calumeno, an ethnic Italian bly killed Turks,” says Koker.

citizen of Turkey, whose mother was According to the scholar, the

Turks Were Dismembering Armenian KidS, an Armenian. Koker is going to in- present “small changes” when one

. . eqqe . . clude in his new book about 700 can talk about the genocide rela-
Bhndlng and Kllllng Armenian Priests valuable samples of nearly 4,000 post-tively more freely are not the result

cards and envelopes from Calumeno’sof state policy, but rather are “the
collection along with their descrip- fruit of a number of individuals’

tions and brief histories. longstanding efforts, which will still
“The main goal of my activi- have to ripe.”
ties is to present the reality, to stop However, statesmen often un-

the influence of the history imposed derestimate the activities of indi-
on [students] through state cur- viduals and speak about them with
ricula,” he says. “In Turkish irony. In an informal conversation
schools, in textbooks it has always with ArmeniaNow a senior Foreign
been presented that other peopledMinistry official said that those who
used to live in the Ottoman Empire, accept the Armenian genocide or
but their roles have been reduced todefend Armenians are mainly “guided
zero or presented in a very dimin- by pure emotions, have heard some
ished manner. Moreover, Armenians stories that moved them.”
have always been portrayed as trai- For those breaking the taboo
tors.” and the wall of denial this approach
But reaching the goal wasn’t is not only outrageous, but also
an easy task for Koker as all large offensive. However, it only prompts
publishing houses that were techni-them to find more solid evidence to
cally capable of printing such an prove what happened in reality.
illustrated book refused to do so. “Of course, for them it is dif-
Koker eventually made up his mind ficult to face the truth. This is clear.
on setting up his own publishing Butone thingis also clear: our ranks
enterprise. grow from day to day and eventu-
“This was very important for ally the pressure from the bottom
me and | would stop at nothing. will increase to the degree that de-
Five years ago the talk about Arme- nying will no longer be possible,”
nians and the Armenian issue wasn’tKoker concludes.

The Vatican documents on the them and killed Dono before the child’s
Armenian Genocide will be published eyes... | saw them kill the chief priest
in a separate book, Vatican Archivesof our town. They first picked his
Officer Monsignor Sergio Pagano has eyes, tore his beard. Before they killed
told the Turkish newspaper Vatan. him, they made him dance.

Pagano said the documents refer An account by Turkish soldier
to the Armenian massacres perpetratedMustafa Suleyman:
between 1894 and 1897 in the Otto- We would enter the Armenian

man Empire. He said that at the timevillages and kill everybody. The Kurds R . . - . ..
Pope Leo Xl had asked Sultan Abdul accompanying us looted the houses of Turkey’s Constitutional Court Prohibits Citizens to

Hamid to show mercy and stop the the Armenians. A group of elderly and Use Non-Turkish Names
atrocities against the Armenians. disabled people was hidingin the school
Vatan has published two eyewitnessthat was in the center of the town. But ANKARA.-- Turkey’s Constitutional Court prohibits Turkish citizens to
accounts provided by Pagano. we were ordered to killed them too. In have foreign names.

An account by an eyewitness the village of Geliguzan, 800 Arme- According to Firat agency, Turkish citizen Favlus Ay, Assyrian by nation-
from Erzrum: nians were killed. They picked Father ality, sued to change his surname but court rejected. The decision is based on lav

| saw them kill children. | saw Hovhannes’s eyes, tore his beard, cutfor surnames adopted in 1934, which prohibits using foreign names. The citizen
my cousin Dono fleeing the house out his nose and ears, and then killeddemanded to litigate the law in the Constitutional Court.
fleeing the house with his 2-year-old him by their bayonets. | did notkill any The law was approved by the majority, however, president and deputy
child. They shot him and he felled child. | even hid two kids in my tentbut president of the court were strictly against it. They considered the decision
down. Two armed men came up toonce | found them dismembered. extremely racist. Nine voted for the law, eight opposed it.
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Loving and Preserving a Musical Heritage ARPA Institute Presents Lecture on
“Armenian DNA: Ancient, Unique And

Relevant”

By Carolyn Harper

Some of John Bilezikjian's earli- |
est memories are of Sunday after-[&
noons when his house filled with scores|i
of friends and family who often brought
their instruments for a day of fellow-
ship and the songs they loved. In a
home imbued with Armenian tradition
and music, Bilezikjian became fasci-
nated with a strange looking instru-
ment in his grandfather’'s bedroom.

Peter Hrechdakian holds a B.A. deep ancestry through genetic testing.
in Economics and Philosophy from By reaching thousands of years into
Cornell University and a Masters in the past, we aim to understand the
Business Administration from Harvard genetic makeup and deep genetic his-
Business School. He is the CEO of thetory of the Armenian people. This is
Unifert group, a multinational fertilizer particularly important considering the
trading and agricultural chemicals dis- variability of Armenian last names and
tribution company with headquarters the destruction of many genealogical
in Brussels, Belgium and Beirut, Leba- records of Ottoman Armenians during
non. In his spare time he has beenthe Genocide. This lecture will start by

As the boy held the instrument in deeply involved with the archeogenetics giving an overview of ancestry re-
his lap and experimented with its 11 of Armenian DNA. In September 2009 search through DNA. It will review the
strings, he didn’t care that it was the he and volunteer co-administrators Mark DNA results of Armenians tested by
forerunner to the lute or that its history Bilezikjian’s collection of folk instru-  Arslan and Hovann Simonian launched the project and by academic research-
reached back 2,500 years. He justments includes more than 50 ouds.the Armenian DNA Project at Family ers. It will finish with an exposé of the
wanted to make the wonderful music Two of the finest modern luthiers lived Tree DNA, which now has more than most important recent findings which
he saw others performing in his living in the early 20th century, Emmanuel 500 members. The project works in touch upon the following questions:
room. Manol, a Greek, and Onnik Karibyan, close cooperation with academic re- What is an Armenian from a genetic

For halfa century, Bilezikjianhas an Armenian. Bilezikjian's collection searchers studying Armenian DNA such point of view? Is there a typical Arme-
immersed himself in the study and includes 10 ouds made by Manol andas Prof. Levon Yepiskoposyan. nian genetic group? Are there regional
performance of the oud, becoming the 40 made by Karibyan. His hope is to He will be held adcture on the genetic variations amongst Armenians?
most distinguished oudist in America. help preserve the rich history of the subject on Thursday night, July 21, Are Armenians native to the re-
During his accomplished career, heoud, and prevent the work of these 2011 at 7:30 pm in the Merdinian Ar- gion or not? If not, where could they
never forgot those early gatherings artists from being lost. menian Evangelical Schoolin Shermanhave come from... and when? What
and was determined to preserve this Part of preserving a musical tra- Oaks languages did the ancient Armenians
musical heritage. dition is passing it on to younger mu- The Armenian DNA Projectis an speak? How do Armenians compare

In his quest to preserve the mu- sicians. To this end, Bilezikjian has important resource for Armenians re- genetically to other ethnic, religious
sic ofthe Armenian Diaspora, Bilezikjian taught hundreds of students. He men-searching their family history and their and linguistic groups from the region?
has transcribed all of the songs andtors not only their musical technique,
melodies he has encountered into mu-but also their understanding of the
sical notation. It is doubtful a more cultural and historical context of the
complete collection of written Arme- music. Continued from page 1 tions to co-exist in peace, yet the
nian music can be found anywhere. On August 21, 2011, Bilezikjian Armenian State faces a unilateral and

In the course of his studies, will be performing in concert atthe La Heffern explain and distinguish his illegal blockade imposed by the Turk-
Bilezikjian has amassed a library of Mirada Performing Arts Center. In views from those of former Congress- ish government. It is the belief of the
books, sheet music, and recordingscelebration of the 50 years he hasman Bereuter. We encourage you andArmenian-American community that
equal to many universities. The sheetdedicated to music, the concert will a]| the members of the Foreign Rela- such actions imposed must be sus-
music and recordings of the Mediter- include friends with whom he has tions Committee to ask the nominee topended devoid of preconditions.
ranean area alone fill one wall. His performed over the years, including clarify and characterize his views on - To this day the Turkish govern-
books fill another with volumes on members of his first band, the Halehs, the following issues which are dear to ment vehemently denies the Armenian
history, sociology, anthropology, and formed when he was 10 years old. the Armenian-American Community. Genocide and does anything and ev-

ACA Raises Issues of Concern

cultural materials. His library also fea- For information on the upcoming - Currently, the Nogorno- erything in its power to suppress the
tures several file cabinets filled with concert: Kharabagh conflict is being mediated truth. As the majority of Armenian-
original compositions, each piece datedwww.FriendsOfJohnBilezikjian.com without the participation of the Americans are the descendents of sur-
and signed. or call 1-855-OUD-DIST (1-855-683- Nogorno-Kharabagh government. As vivors of the Armenian Genocide, it is
In addition to his library, 3478). Americans it is our firm belief that disheartening that most of our Ambas-
people have the right to freely choosesadors have not had the courage to
Democratic Socialism in Armenia their sovereignty and international po- address the Genocide by its rightful
litical status with no external compul- name. As President Obama stated dur-
Continued from page 1 without competition, monopolists do sion or external interference. As such,ing his address to the Turkish Parlia-

the self determination of Nogorno- ment in Ankara; “All of us have to
Kharabagh is of great concern for the change. And sometimes change is hard.
Armenian-American community. It Another issue that confronts all de-
would be immoral and counterproduc- mocracies as they move to the future
external viewpoint, when the condi- “This oligarchical economic sys- tive for outside parties to determine'the?s how we deal with the past. History
tions of a country are considered tem left to us by Robert Kocharyan faté of this region without consulting Is often tragic, but unresolved, it can
poor in terms of international compe- has forced tens of thousands of peopléh€ inhabitants and allowing them to be a heavy weight. Each country must
tition due to internal political and eco- to beg on the street, 40 to 50 thou-take partin the mediating process.  work through its past, and reckoning
nomic policy. “A Country in such a sands more to be poverty-stricken, - As a fledgling democracy, Ar- with the past can help us seize a better
position will not be considered as fueling the migration problem facing Menia has yet to establish itself as afuture.” The Armenian-American com-
strong; rather it is always be regardedthe nation today,” continued truly democratic nation where the rule munity expects the U.S. government

as and condemned to the viewpoint of Shirkhanyan. “An economic system of law, freedom of expression, and and_ its Ambassadors to stand by his-
slavery.” that has turned into a monopoly for freedom of the press is safeguardedtorical truths. Through our

Armenia’s former Deputy De- the benefit of the few hinders the The Armenian-American community government's actions it can encour-
fense Minister and current Social economic growth of the country and S€€ks for Armenia to truly become a age the Republic of Turkey to rectify
Democrat Hunchakian Party Central the prospects of the masses.” democratic nation where the rule of its historical past in order to develop a
Committee member Mr. Vahan “Some espouse the belief that law and citizens’ rights are protected. strong Armenian-Turkish relationship.
Shirkhanyan examined the peculiari- Armenia con not develop until the The United States as the leading globalThis will be beneficial for the United
ties of liberal market of post-Soviet resolution of the Artsakh conflict. democracy has the power; through its States in its approach of strengthening
Armenia and the transformation of However, Artsakh should not be Ambassador, toinfluence the Republicrelations in the South Caucasus and
the economic system to a monopo-blamed for Armenia’s economic sys- Of Armenia and its leadership to estab-the greater Near East.
lized economy controlled by an oli- tem or for all its problems. A Social !ish and maintain these principles. We understand the challenges and
garchical structure which breeds eco-Democratic system of government - Another great concern for us is the difficulties facing the next U.S.
nomic stagnation, poverty, and ulti- where programs are introduced to €conomic and military aid for Armenia Ambassador, yet for the sake of forti-

mate depopulation of the county; a ensure the proportional development@nd Nogorno-Kharabagh. Itis impera- fying ties and good-will between the
detriment to national security. of the country will eliminate the eco- Ve that the United States help theseUnited States and Armenia, along with

“Twenty years of the existing nomic stagnation and reestablishWO independent states as much aghe establishment of regional security,
market and economic system has renpeople’s trust in authorities,” con- possible, so that an island of democ-coope_ration and economicint(_egration,
dered Armenia into a ‘disaster zone,’ cluded Shirkhanyan. racy and liberty may exist within the these issues must be appropriately and

region. promptly addressed by our next Am-
DN - s via for neignboring na- bassador to Armenia.

not try to develop what already exists
tion Member of Parliament Artsvik butrathertheir singular goalis to gain
Minasyan noted in his speech the profit from it and live on that profit,”
appearance of the situation from anstated Shirkhanyan.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP# 7552)
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE RECRUITMENT SERVICES FOR
PRESIDENT & CEO
The Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles invites propos-

als from qualified national executive search firms to assist in the
selection of a President and CEO. The qualifications for the ideal
candidate for the position of President and CEO are defined by the
Board of Commissioners. Copies of the RFP may be obtained begin-
ning June 27, 2011 online atwww.hacla.org/ps. Proposals will be
accepted at 2600 Wilshire Blvd, #3100, Los Angeles, CA 90057, unti

2:00 P.M., July 20, 2011.
717, 8/4/11
CNS-2127133#
MASSIS WEEKLY
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- COALITION
of Pasadena

PRESENTS

4th Annual
FTEST TVATI

SUNDAY JULY 31, 2011

12:00em-8:00rv  VICTORY PARK
2575 PALOMA STREET, PASADENA

CE LEBRATING PASADENA'S
125TH ANNIVERSARY

FOOD e LIVE MUSIC ¢ BOOTHS
CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES
FREE ADMISSION ¢ FREE PARKING

ARMENIAN COMMUNITY COALITION OF PASADENA
P.O. BOX 70548 « PASADENA, CA 91117
(626) 399-1799 * pcccoalition@gmail.com ® www.acc-us.org
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