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Open Letter to U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton

In a confidential communication
cable recently exposed by Wikileaks
(see article below), the U.S. State De-
partment urged dialogue and reconcili-
ation between Armenia and Turkey
while being completely aware that
Turkish archives containing important
documents related to the Armenian
Genocide had been purged by Turkish
officials.

In an open letter to U.S. Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton, the Arme-
nian Council of America urges the

State Department to change its stance

on the Armenian Genocide and engage
the government of Turkey to acknowl-
edge its historical past.

The full text of the letter appears
below:

September 9, 2011

The Honorable Hilary Rodham
Clinton

Department of State

2201 C Street, NW

Karabakh Military Report Downing
Unmanned Azeri Drone

£

[ EJ -

R

cans throughout the nation, we arefg=
outraged that the U.S. State Depart-
ment, while having information on
important documents on the Armenian
Genocide being destroyed in the Turk-
ish archives, encouraged the Repub
lics of Armenia and Turkey to engage [ 8

in the Armenian-Turkish Protocols ;',-,,-':! f
which included a provision “imple- AE S - =
menting a dialogue on the historical Frontsection of downed Azeridrone

o

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Clinton:

On behalf of the Armenian Coun-
cil of America and Armenian Ameri-

So'rr?f;ls'coonn‘]f‘i’ggnt?ee i'vaZéisﬁf ?vlvso STEPANAKERT -- Nagorno- “Fragments of the destroyed air-
Karabakh’s armed forces have reporteccraft are at the disposal of the Defense
downing an unmanned Azerbaijani mili- Army’s relevant services,” the state-
tary aircraft that they say was on ament said. “A commission has been set
reconnaissance mission inside the airup to examine details of the incident
space of the Armenian republic. and an investigation is underway.”

The NKR Defense Army’s infor- “Simultaneously with ceasefire
mation and propaganda departmentisviolations along the Armenian-

Recently disclosed diplomatic access, however, is whether or notsued a statement on Wednesday thaAzerbaijani line of contact the recent
cables by Wikileaks confirm that Tur- the archives themselves are completethe incident happened two days ago inperiod has also seen a marked activity
key has been destroying archival docu- According to Sabanci University Karabakh’s Martunidistrictand taking of the enemy’s air force,” the NKR
ments related to the Armenian Geno-Professor Halil Berktay, there were down the aircraft was due to specialDefense Army said in the press release,
cide. This information was written in two serious efforts to “purge” the measures undertaken by anti-aircraftstressing the increased frequency of
telegrams sent to Washington in 2004 archives of any incriminating docu- and radar units of the local defense
by the U.S. Consul David Arnete. ments on the Armenian question. Thearmy.

Cable #04ISTANBUL1074, titled first took place in 1918, presumably
Armenian “Genocide” and the Otto- before the Allied forces occupied I housands Attend Surp Khach Church Mass
man Archives and dated 2004-07-12,Istanbul. Berktay and others point to
Consul Arnete states that. "Perhaps at Akhtamar Island

VAN -- Thousands of Armenians

more important than the question of
from Turkey and the diaspora gath-
ered for a mass in the 10th-century

Continuedon page 2

Wikileaks: Turkey Destroying Documents
Related to the Armenian Genocide

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 2

John Heffern Unanimously Approved as
US Ambassador to Armenia

Francis Ricciardone Approved as US Ambassador
to Turkey in a Split Vote

Surp Khach (Holy Cross) church at
the Akhtamar Island on Lake Van. It

was the second mass held in the Churcl} '

since it was renovated in 2005-2007
and turned into a museum. A first mass

was held there last year.

WASHINGTON, DC -- The Sen- United States.” Turkish television reports said
ate Foreign Relations Committee on Heffern has served as deputy boat shuttles ferried the pilgrims, most
Tuesday has unanimously approvedpolitical counselor at the U.S. em- of them from Turkey but some from
John Heffern to serve as US Ambas-bassy in Tokyo, Japan, a political coun- Armenia and Europe, to Akdamar.
sador to Armenia. selor atthe U.S. Mission to NATO and A new lakeside pier was built this

Heffern, a career diplomat who deputy chief of mission at U.S. em- year to accommodate the faithful, lo-
has spent much of his career workingbassy Jakarta, Indonesia. cal authorities said.
in East Asia, was nominated in May The Senate Committee has also The AFP news agency reported [Misl
2011 to serve as ambassador to Arme-approved the controversial appoint- that Archbishop Aram Ateshian, the {
nia. However, his nomination has beenment of Francis Ricciardone as US interim spiritual leader of Turkey’s
held up by Senator Robert Menendezambassador to Turkey. SenatorsArmenian community, chaired the cer- Built between 915 and 921, the
(D-New Jersey) as a protest againstMenendez, Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and emony this year. The Anatolia news Akhtamar church is one of the few
President Barack Obama’s refusal toJim Risch (R-1D) voted against agency quoted Ateshian as saying thakurviving examples of the ancient Ar-
characterize the Turkish killin Geno- Ricciardone’s nomination. Committee only 60 percent of around 3,000 peoplemenian civilization in what is now
cide. At his confirmation hearing be- Chairman Senator John Kerry (D-MA), who arrived on the island were able to eastern Turkey. Hundreds of Arme-
fore the Senate Foreign Relations Com-Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) ancenter the church. The others heard thenian churches built there since the
mittee, Heffern sidestepped the issue,Senator Chris Coons (D-DE) have mass outside through loudspeakers. early Middle Ages were destroyed,
stating only that “the characterization raised concerns about Ricciardone’s According to the Turkish Tourism ransacked or turned into mosques dur-
of those events... is a policy decision Ministry, nearly 30,000 tourists flocked ing and after 1915 Armenian Genocide
that is made by the president of the to the Akhtamar church last year. in the Ottoman Empire.

Continuedon page 3
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WikiLeaks on Hrant Dink’s Conversations
With US Offic

WikiLeaks website published a
cable presenting excerpts from con-|
versations of chief editor of Armenian
Agos newspaper Hrant Dink with U.S.
officials. In particular, the cable clas-
sified by U.S. Consul General in

Massis weekly
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Chairman of Armenian Central Electoral
Commission Died of Heart Attack

YEREVAN -- Garegin Azarian,
the chairman of the Central Election
Commission (CEC) of Armenia died of
heart attack on Friday night. He had
been recently reelected as the CEC
chairman.

Istanbul Deborah Jones discloses thg
details of Dink’s meeting with the
United States Commission on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom in Istanbul.
Speaking of ethnic minorities and
religious affairs in Turkey Hrant Dink

s

Azarian was bornin Yerevanin

1961. In 1986, graduated from the |
Yerevan Polytechnic Institute. From '

| ,
v
2000-2003 he was the head of the
department of Armenia’s Ministry of

Justice State Register of Legal Enti-

said on the surface there is religious HrantDink ties and from 2003 till present occu-
freedom churches, schools and ability “I can honestly say that as a pjed the position of president of the
to worship are unrestricted; but this Christian living in the Muslim world  Armenian Central Electoral Commis- Garegin Azarian
type of freedom is misleading. | am very lucky in comparison. His- sion. Was married and had 2 chil-
“It is like a bird which in theory torically, negative moments are not dren. 21.5 percent.
is free to fly, except that it has broken based on religion but rather national- Garegin Azarian administered Late last week, WikiLeaks dis-
wings,” he added. ism,” Dink said. Hrant Dink, chief the disputed Presidential Elections ofclosed diplomatic cables from U.S.

He also commented on Turkey’s editor of the bilingual Armenian-Turk- 2008. According to the CEC, Serzh Embassy in Yerevan, according to
joining the European Union stressingish Agos newspaper, was killed near Sarkisian swept to a landslide victory which Ter-Petrosian garnered far more
that “the EU accession process is basegis office in Istanbul on January 19, with almost 53 percent of the vote, votes than were shown by official
on fear, not willingness, which ex- 2007 by Turkish ultranationalist while his main opposition challenger, results of the presidential election and
plains why it is going so slowly.” Ogun Samast. former President Levon Ter-Petrosian,should have qualified for a run-off

ngh Court ReiCCtS Libel Appeal came in a distant second with only against Sarkisian.
by Opposition Daily

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s Courtof ~moral damages.
Cassation on Tuesday threw out an In a February ruling, a district YEREVAN. —
appeal from the opposition daily courtin Yerevan backed their demands Excavations at Are
“Haykakan Zhamanak” that was fined 6 Whileloweringthe amountoffinessought 1 Cave in Armenia’;
million drams ($16,200) earlier this year by them. Armenian’s Court of Appeal Vayots Dzor regio
forimplicating three government-linked upheld the ruling afterwards, leadingunearthed a more
businessmen in criminal activity. “Haykakan Zhamanak” to appeal to thethan-5,900-year-ol

The case stems from a “Haykakan higher Court of Cassation. w 0_ men ' s
Zhamanak” article published in October Speaking to RFE/RL’s Armenian multicoloured straw
last year. It was based on claims madeservice (Azatutyun.am), Nikol Pashinian, woven skirt, accord
by Smbat Karakhanian, a Moscow-basedthe newspaper’s outspoken editor, coning Armenian Archae
Armenian opposition figure. demned as illegal the court’s refusal toology and Ethnogra

Karakhanian was quoted as alleg- even open hearings on the appeal. H@hy Institute Directo
ing that Russian authorities suspect eightclaimed that the decision was “dictated Pavel Avetisyan. Th

5,900-Year-Old Women’s Skirt Discovered in
Armenian Cave

senior Armenian officials and business- by the ruling oligarchy.” dress parts were dat

men, including President Serzh Sarkisian, Pashinian, who is also a prominentby scientists atthe Un :

of involvement in drug trafficking, member of the main opposition Arme- versity of California - gxcavations at Areni-1 cave

money laundering and other grave crimeshian National Congress (HAK), said his Avetisyan in-

committed in Russia. Russian officials paper will struggle to pay the 6 million- formed that this artifact was discov- According to Archaeology and

never confirmed that. dram compensation. eredin 2010 and, even though they hadethnography Institute’s director, the
Three of the implicated “oligarchs” “Haykakan Zhamanak,” which informed about this precious item at artifact is currently under their care,

— Samvel Aleksanian, Ruben Hayrapetian boasts the highest daily circulation in the time, interest toward it grew fur- but it will soon be sent to the restorer
and Levon Sargsian — sued “Haykakan the country, was already taken to courtther only recently. who, until the arrival of French spe-
Zhamanak” last January after it refused and fined 3.6 million drams in late 2009 “The women’s clothing dates cialists, will work on its restoration.

to run a retraction of what they say are for alleging that Robert Kocharian’s back to 39th century BC. So far we Pavel Avetisyan added that, after the
false claims amounting to defamation of younger son, Levon, provoked ahave discovered the skirt's parts, final conservation process, the skirt

character. In a joint lawsuit, each of drunken brawl in the United Arab which were superbly preserved. It is will be exhibited at the History Mu-
them demanded 2.5 million drams in Emirates. an amazing material with rhythmic seum of Armenia.

color hues, and other remnants of the Areni 1isthe same cave where the

Open Letter to Secretary of State Hillary Clinton straw-woven material were also dis- world’s oldest leather shoe (more than
covered. Such thing is recorded in 5,500 years old), wine-press, as well as
Continued from page 1 ponents to the region’s prosperity, andArmenia for the first time,” Avetisyan flaggy items and part of a mummified

the Armenian Council of America is noted. goat’s body were discovered.

nations, including an impartial scien- willing to work towards that endeavor, -
tific examination of the historical however, these important elements Turkey Destroylng Documents Related to the
records and archives to define existing cgnnqt be achieved at the cost of a Armenian Genocide
problems and formulate recommenda- historical accuracy.
tions.” Distorting the Armenian Geno- Continuedfrompagel was combing the archives, Nuri Birgi
As Americans, we expected the cide in favor of international or domes- met regularly with a mutual friend and
U.S. State Department, our represen-tic political and economic gain is testimonyinthe 1919 Turkish Military at one point, referring to the Arme-
tative in the international community, counterintuitive to progress and cre- Tribunals indicating that important nians, ruefully confessed that “We
to be an impartial and an honest brokerates a precedent for allowing future documents had been “stolen” from thereally slaughtered them.”
in order to foster harmony and good- genocides and human rights violationsarchives. Tony Greenwood, the Director
will between Armeniaand Turkey. Yet, to occur. Berktay believes a second purge of the American Research Institute in
through diplomatic cables disclosed Madame Secretary, we urge you was executed in conjunction with Turkey, told poloff separately that
by Wikileaks, reveal that the State to correct your Department’s stance Ozal's (late Turkish President) ef- when he was working in the Archives
Department completely aware that on the Armenian Genocide. Genocideforts to open the archives by a groupduring that same period it was well
Turkish archives containing important is not an acceptable crime and geno-of retired diplomats and generals led known that a group of retired military
documents related to the Armenian cide denial in the 21st century is un- by former Ambassador Muharrem officers had privileged access and spent
Genocide had been purged by Turkishfathomable. We also request your De-Nuri Birgi (Note: Nuri Birgi was pre- months going through archival docu-
officials, continued the fagade that the partment to engage the government ofviously Ambassador to London and ments. Another Turkish scholar who
Protocols are a right step towards Turkey in persuading them to stop NATO and Secretary General of the hasresearched Armenian issues claims
bilateral relations. denying the Armenian Genocide and to MFA). that the ongoing cataloging process is
Peace and cooperation are com-acknowledge their historical past. Berktay claims that at the time he used to purge the archives.."
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Robert Fisk:
New Light on an Old Horror — and Still There is no Justice

On Wednesday morning, 14 April Kelechian for finding them in the British
1909, British Vice Consul Major Charles National Archives — for the vice consul
Doughty-Wylie set off to the Turkish rescued numerous British subjects and
city of Adana after receiving a letter protected many hundreds of Armenian
from his dragoman — his Turkish trans- refugees. Trying to save their lives, the
lator, a man called Trypani — saying that vice consul came under sniper fire from
“there was a very dangerous feeling ina mosque. The Turks blamed the Arme-
that town, threats had been freely of- nians for the massacres, claiming that
fered, there were some murders...”. they had armed themselves and planne

Doughty-Wylie departed by the to set up an Armenian principality on
next train, memorably adding, in his Turkish soil — killers have a habit of
dispatch to the Foreign Office in Lon- blaming the victims for their own deaths
don, that “so little had | expected that any (see, for example, the Muslim victims of
massacre was imminent, that | took mythe Bosnian war, the Palestinian civilian
wife with me”. We can only imagine the victims of Gaza in 2008-9, etc) but
good lady’s reaction when “about two Doughty-Wylie, while he acknowledged
stations from Adana we saw a deadthat an Armenian shot dead two Turks,
suspected that the violence included
“some secret preparation on the Turkish
side”. Of the 2,000 dead in Adana, 1,400
were Armenians.

The Turkish authorities suppos-

edly hanged nine Turks for their part in 5 thqrities in 1915 and like the Nazis, the not died yet. Waittill morning before you
the slaughter. So much for justice. Re-1909 illers used “special units” for bury me.”
marking that many of the dead had been;jing and rape — and the mass violation Like many Jews on the way to
thrown into rvers, the British VICE CON- of women. death in the second Holocaust of the
sul concludeg in a further dispatch to By extraordinary chance, Duckett 20th century, Hagop “would wonder
London that “in the villages, while N0 Eeriman's book coincides with the Beirut whether we were such a terrible nation
exact number can yet be given, the 10Sg,, pication next week of the memoirs of that God had chosen ... to manifest His
- may be estimated at between 15,00q590p Arsenian, a 1915 Armenian Holo- anger and inflict His punishment on
and 25,000; of these, very few, if any, cast survivor whose handwritten dia- ys.. ». There are good Turks in these
can be Moslems (sic). In many caseSjeshave just been translated into Englishstories — in 1909 as well as 1915 — but
wgmen,evenﬂsmall children, were killed by his granddaughter, Arda Ekmekji. there are many criminals.
body... The nearer we got to Ad.ana thewith the men”. Exac_tly two weeks after \yhat makes this work so remarkable is And again, nojustice forthe Arme-
more t_)odles th_ere were, and V\_/h|le I wastughty—Wyhe received the Iette.r fror’n that the Arsenians were very upper middlenians. Eew of th’e Turkish war criminals
escorting my wife to Mr Trypani’s hquse !’IIS dra_gloman, The New Yorl_< Tlmes_s class. On their death trail to northem were hanged. One of the worst, Talaat
... two or three more men were killed journalistin Adana was reporting thatin Syria, they were able, for a short period, pasha. was assassinated in E;erlin N
under the very noses of the Turkishthe city’s viIay_et (governorate), up t0 4 travel by rail, first class. “They were 1921 éin Laden-style, shot by an Arme-
guard...”. . . 30,000 Armenians had been murdered.yansporting us to our graves with our pian r’evenge group called Nemesis. Most
Doughty-Wylie's dlsp'?\tches over And Turkey, just as it does m_the own money,” Hagop wrote. At other escaped their just deserts for ever, not
the next four days are a first-class ac-case of the later one and a half m'”'ontimes, still paying for their train tickets, even facing a Demjanjuk-like courtin 'old

count of the start of the modern Arme- Armenian dead, still denies —along with they were packed into box cars, 45 to aage. All are now dead. “War will not end

i - itai ? — . . . .
nian Holocaust — not the slaughter andBritain, the US, need we add the rest~ carriage, Nazi-style. During his Golgotha, unless the truth is known,” a Lebanese

butchery 'and mass rape and deaththat this was genocide. ! have pointedHagop stood beside a pile of Armenian humanitarian agency stated four years
marches in which the Ottoman Turks out before that even in the 1930S, cornses. “One of them in a suffocating ago. And that's all that's left to be fought

I;lgllig abm”“?]n and a half A(;memfans in ghurchlll refirred to the holoc;a;l;stt t(;\f voice begged the gravedigger not to pullfor. Acknowledgement that these crimes
, but the mass murder of up toAArmenians. Mow comes proot that IN€ him by the legs and said, ‘Brother, | have were real. Justice is an odd creature.
30,000 Armenians in southern Turkey 1909 genocide, let alone the later 1915

six years earlier, a dry run — albeit a verymassacres, were known as a Holocaust
bloody one — for the later genocide. “I —correctly, with a capital H — before the
got into uniform, went to the guard, and First World War. For the Armenian
sharply recalled to the officer his duty to Genocide Museum in Yerevan has just
prevent murder,” Doughty-Wylie wrote. unearthed and published eyewitness Z
Having summoned sonuawilling Otto-  Duckett Ferriman’s book on the 1909
man soldiery to support him, our vice killings whose original cover bore the
consul “paraded through the town with title The Young Turks and the Truth
bugles blowing... We cleared the streetsabout the Holocaust at Adana in Asia
sometimes by charging with the bayonetMinor. The New York Times had, in
and sometimes by firing over the heads offact, referred to “Another Armenian
the crowd”. Ah, those were the days! Holocaust” after an 1895 bloodbath, but
The letters of Doughty-Wylie, who Duckett Ferriman collected victims’
was later to have an unconsummatednames, dates, details of individual mur-
affair with Gertrude Bell before dying at ders, statistics of orphans, widows, vil-
Gallipoli, are, infact, arecord of heroism lages destroyed, photographs, and the
— | am indebted to researcher Missakidentity of the militias — like the Turkish

The Armenian Genocide Museum has published an eyewitness account of
what happened

Robert Fisk

John Heffern Unanimously Approved

L | ;
Karabakh Military Down Azeri Drone John Heffern Francis Ricciardone
Continued from page 1 rael Aerospace Industries company beContinued from page 1 focus or interest in issues affecting the
gan assembling Israeli-designed drones Armenian community and sends a
flights of unmanned aircraft of in Azerbaijan last March. troubling response on minority rights message to Turkey that the Armenia
Azerbaijan’s air force along the entire Armenia officially announced in and religious freedom in Turkey. issue is not an “A-list” issue. We need
perimeter of the line of contact, with June thatittoo is manufacturing UAVs. In hisremarks, Senator Menendezan Ambassador in Ankara that can

some of them violating Karabakh’s Colonel Armen Mkrtchian, deputy com- specifically stated: “his [Ricciardone’s] support, defend and advocate on be-
airspace. Atthe same time, itis stressednander of the Armenian air force, said response indicates that he either didchalf of all of the United States’ inter-
that Karabakh’s anti-aircraft defense they are capable of “carrying out ob- not carefully review the responses thatests vis-a-vis Turkey. Unfortunately,
forces have taken corresponding stepgectives deep inside enemy territory.” were submitted in his name or worsel’ve lost confidence in the ability of
to prevent such intrusions. The drones apparently designedthat he truly was unaware of the his-Mr. Ricciardone to undertake that task
Azerbaijanisknownto have UAVs, by Armenian engineers are expected tdory of the Christian church in Turkey and will not be able to support his
most of them reportedly purchased thembe put on display during a military and the difficulties that Christian nomination.”
from Israel. A joint venture set up by parade in Yerevan scheduled for Sep-churches continue to face in that coun- The next step in the process is
the Azerbaijani government and the Is-tember 21. try. His response indicates a lack offor approval by the full Senate.
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The Shengavit Archeological Preserve
By Joseph Dagdigian Whlle it can not be stated that the
Harvard, MA
menian”
The foundation of Yerevan is people, and language may not have
often cited as 782 B.C., the year thebeenformed atthattime, itis likely that [¢ ¥,
Urartun city of Erebuni was founded the tribes living in the region ultimately m e =
by Argishti | on a hill within the bor- coalesced to formthe Armenian peoplels PR
ders of the modern city of Yerevan. and the Armenian language. Ata muchfe " :
While Yerevan may be considered thelater time migrating tribes introduced #
direct descendant of Erebuni, mankindIndo-European elements into the Ar- [&E
has lived there for many thousands ofmenian language.
years before King Argishti | built his Initial excavation of the site be- |
city. gan in 1936 by Joseph Orbeli (1887- [
Visitors arriving at Yerevan's 1961) and Eugeni Bayburtyan (1898-
Zvartnots airport pass the U.S. Em-1938) and lasted for 2 years; then thg
bassy on the way to Yerevan's center.site was abandoned. Orbeli was thelh
In back of the embassy is a small, mandirector of the Hermitage Museum in
made lake. Rising above the lake’s St. Petersburg, Russia. Bayburtyan =
opposite shore is the Shengavit His-apparently was a bit too nationalistic; Shengawtexcavaton American embasym background
torical and Archeological Culture Pre- he was arrested by Stalin and was
serve. Within the preserve are excava-never seen again. From 1945-1950the site. The site desperately needs t@onsecutive days. On the second day a
tions revealing settlements from the Sandro Sardaryan (1912-1995) stud-install running water (there is no water new pile of trash had been dumped on
end of the 4th to the beginning of the ied the site and then, from 1950-1983,at the site), a sewage line (there isthe site. Fortunately there is a police-
2nd millennium B.C., as well a small led a new excavation of Shengavit. none), rest rooms, and a phone lineman stationed at the site during off
museum containing artifacts found at Yuli Tamanyan, being an architect and (there is none). They need a dozen otours to protect the valuable artifacts
the site. The neatly arranged artifactsmember of the excavating team, per-so boards to repair the benches (theyin the museum and the undiscovered
are labeled in English, Armenian, and formed the site’s measurements. Hewere denied $100-150 needed for theones which still lie underground.
Russian. The actual archeological sitewas the son of famed architect benchrepairs by the head of Yerevan's This is an important site not just
spans an area of 6 hectares (about 1Rlexander Tamanian who, in 1925, Shengavit district — there are budget-for the study of the formation of the
acres), though during the Soviet era adeveloped the generallayout of Yerevan.ary constraints!). The museum build- Armenian nation, but for studying the

hospital was built over part of the site
destroying forever the yet unexamined
archeological evidence underneath.

The Shengavit archeological
record contains 4 layers, each about 4
meters (12 feet) in depth representing
distinct phases of habitation. The low-
est and oldest layer contains the ar
cheological record of inhabitants liv-
ing around 4000 - 3000 B.C., while the
uppermost, most recent layer is dated
to about 2000 B.C. Scholars believe
the site was continually inhabited for
over 2000 years. Found within the
oldest stone age layer were crude ston
tools and other items, while the upper
layer revealed sophisticated pottery,
the presence of agricultural activity,
cattle raising, and copper tools as well
as stone molds used to cast coppe
implements. Buildings were con-
structed of unbaked clay bricks set
upon stone foundations with connected Director Tshagharyan displaying Shengavit artifacts

circular and rectangular rooms. The

ancient history and culture of the en-
tire region. This past summer a group
of American archeologists from Penn-
sylvania were researching the site until
the really hot weather arrived, at which
point they returned home. They plan to
return once the weather cools down a
bit. It is embarrassing for foreign visi-
tors to see that such an important site
is so severely underdeveloped and ig-
nored, except for the few people who
are desperately trying to maintain it. Of
course there are severe financial short-
ages in Armenia, but a recent U.N.
survey indicated that Yerevan has more
expensive cars per capita than any
other major city!

Vladimir “Vova” Tshagharyan,
Shengavit's director, has ambitions to
establish the amenities needed by visi-
tors. The site needs to be secured with
a fence surrounding the area. The
illegally sold land must be returned.
The antiquated museum building needs

inside walls of the rooms were plas- In 1967 Sardaryan published a studying dates from 1920 when it was con- to be renovated and ultimately replaced
tered. There was evidence that the“Primitive Society in Armenia” in En- structed to serve as a station for Redwith a more modern facility with a
walls were painted, though that evi- glish describing Shengavit and other Army officers. The roof needs repair library, an area to study and preserve
dence no longer exists. Within the ancient settlements within the Arme- and the museum walls need reinforce-artifacts, and an area where visiting
rooms were found triangular hearths nian highlands. ment in order to support the used airarcheologists can conduct their re-
set upon stands. The circular rooms Currently on the Shengavit pre- conditioners which were donated to search. Shengavit's director is con-
contained centrally located stone ped-serve one may view the foundations ofthe museum. sidering the establishment of a non-
estals upon which columns rested toancient dwellings and visit Shengavit's My wife and | spentaday visiting profit organization or an NGO to over-
support the roof. Floors were made of nicely arranged museum. The director building supply stores where we bought see donations to the site.
pebbles covered with clay. of the “Shengavit Historical and Ar- enough material to start the most criti- The Shengavit Historical and Ar-
The Shengavit culture was spreadchaeological Culture Preserve” is cal repairs before the arrival of winter chaeological Culture Preserve isonly a
throughout the Ararat valley and was Vladimir Tshagharyan, an experienced weather. The staff does all the repair15-20 minute taxi drive from the cen-
influential as far as western Armenia, archeologist and architect with con- and maintenance work, including dig- ter of Yerevan. Its entrance is in back
Cilicia, northern Mesopotamia, and siderable experience in managing andging trenches for a sewer line and forof the Shengavit hospital on
Palestine. Obsidian tools from Arme- preserving Armenia’s large number of a water connection. Part of the pre-Bagratunyats Street, on the opposite
nia were found in the Middle East. historical and archaeological sites. He serve was illegally sold to a private side of Yerevan Lake from the U.S.
Anthropologists, analyzing human re- is assisted by Vano, an experiencedindividual. The director has gathered embassy. Visitors are welcome
mains from Shengavit tombs, believe construction worker, and Gayane - a extensive documentation onthisillegal throughout the week other than on
the “Armenoid” skull type typical of guide who is fluent in Armenian, En- sale and presented the evidence tdMlondays when most museums in Ar-
current day Armenians evolved in this glish, Russian, and perhaps a few otherYerevan City Hall. He is assured that menia are closed.
region. Shengavit was linked to other languages. The 3 person staff is se-the matter will be rectified. If it is not,
settlements in the region, all of which verely underpaid, receiving salaries thathe says, he will go to court — though References:
demonstrated a similar culture andare impossible to live on in Armenia. hiring alawyer will require funds which e http://www2.widener.edu/
were connected by trade. While there They are, in effect, volunteers as theirhe does not have. If it comes to this,~msrothma/shengavitweb2.html
is no record of the language used at thanotivations are the preservation of and one hopes it won't, the Diaspora » Primitive Society in Armenia,
time, scientists believe that a non- Armenia’s important historical and ar- will need to help. Moreover the site is Sandro Sardaryan, MITK Publishing
Semitic, non-Indo-European language chaeological record. In addition to in- not fenced in. | visited the site on two House, 1967, Armenia
or family of languages was prevalent, adequate pay, there is zero budget (no
traces of which remain today within an exaggeration — it's actually zero!)
the Armenian language. for the maintenance and renovation of

www.massisweekly.com
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T: (626) 797-7680 F: (626) 797-6863 massis2@earthlink.net
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Uwlnwdwulbnh hwiwn hbGpwduwlbby
(818) 246-0125

Jwpaddiwh qGhpG GG

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR A MASTER
DEVELOPER FOR JORDAN DOWNS REDEVELOPMENT

Nippwp, Swpwp br Uhpwyh’ $ 400 RFQ NO. 7556

Long Weekend-Gbph hwdwp $ 500 The Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles invitef
Uty 2wpwpniw) hwiwp $ 675 Statements of Qualifications from qualified for-profit or non-profit
Uty wduniw) hwdwp $ 1450 developers of affordable housing to act as the master developer gnd

to partner with the Authority and City of Los Angeles for the
redevelopment of the Jordan Downs public housing site in the Watts
community of Los Angeles. copy of the RFQ may be obtaingd
beginning September 7, 2011 via www.hacla.org/ps or call (213) 2p2-
5405 or 252-1832. Submittals will be accepted until 2:00 P.M. (Packic

Time) by November 4, 2011.
9/15, 9/22/11
CNS-2169690#
MASSIS WEEKLY

ArmenienInfo.net

News. Informationen. Kommentare.
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FESTIVAL
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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 18, 2011
VERDUGO PARK, GLENDALE

1621 Canada Blvd. Glendale, CA 91208.
Starting at 11:00 am

{0 reserve your: booth

please call Nor Serount Cultural’/Association

25 UnouGutpn g uehnd Bpoe R

SEnurAnyuLgEpsUnns Uipnoan s Uiy UfinoeLur

L (8i118) 391-7938
Sponsers,

Glendale West Pharmacy

and it
Medical Supply

CoMMERCEWEST
n& MK
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WWW. mﬂSSlSpﬂEt COIN MERIDIAN STUDIOS




