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Sarkozy: Turkey Cannot Teach France Any “Lessons” Armenian Genocide
Turkey Reacts Angrily After Passage of Armenian Genocide Bill Bill Sponsor Reports

that allows us to fight denial.” Death Threats

Turkey Recalls Ambassador

Turkey responded to the unprec- ‘
edented measure by recalling its am-Jiss
bassador in Paris and imposing a rafte ?
of political and military sanctions on t*‘"_; E

France. Turkish Prime Minister Recep &
Tayyip Erdogan said the bill's passage :
will open “very grave and irreparable

wounds” in Turkish-French relations.

“From now on we are revising our

relations with France,” he said.

gquoted Erdogan as saying that Ankara
will suspend mutual political visits as
well as joint military projects with its
PARIS -- France’s lower house Another UMP parliamentarian, NATO ally. Turkey will now decide on
of parliament passed a bill making it a Patrice Calmejane, drew parallels be-a case-by-case on every military de-
crime to deny the Armenian genocide. tween criminalizing public denial of mand made by EU member France to
The motion was backed in a voice the Jewish Holocaust and the Arme-yse Turkish airspace and military bases, PARIS -- The main author of the
vote and now moves to the Senate whichnian genocide. “Recognition of the he said, and will from now on reject French bill criminalizing the denial of
hasn't set a timetable to debate it. Shoah has not prevented historiansany French demand for its military the Armenian Genocide claimed to have
The vote followed a four-hour from doing their job,” he said. vessels to dock at Turkish ports. received death threats after her website
debate broadcast live through the The law would punish denial of “France has trampled on the prin- was apparently hacked by angry Turk-
Internet and watched by members ofany genocide recognized by Frenchciples of its own revolution: Liberty, ish nationalists on Sunday.
France'’s influential Armenian com- law with aslong as a year in prison andequality and fraternity,” Erdogan de- Meanwhile, the leader of the So-
munity as well as thousands of Turks &45,000-euro ($59,000) fine. The mea-clared, according to the DPA news cialist majority in the French Senate
demonstrating outside the parliament.sure, presented by a member of Presiagency. “I ask you: Is there freedom reportedly demanded that President
Under the adopted legislation, dentNicolas Sarkozy’s party, has beenof thought and freedom of expression Nicolas Sarkozy’s government submit
anyone in France publicly denying the rewritten to remove direct referencesin France? The answer is, ‘No.’ France the bill to the upper house of parlia-
Armenian Genocide could face a yearto Turkey and Armenians. The French has abolished the spirit of free discus-ment “as soon as possible.”
in jail and a fine of 45,000 euros Parliamentvoted in 2001 to recognize sion,” he charged. Valerie Boyer, a deputy from
($58,000). the World War | massacres of Arme- Furthermore, Erdogan accused Sarkozy’s Union for the Popular Move-
The main author of the bill, UMP nians as genocide. In 2006, the lowerFrance of committing genocide in its ment (UMP) party, was the main spon-
deputy Valerie Boyer, dismissed crit- house voted to criminalize its denial, former colony Algeria and launched a sor of the measure approved by the
ics’ claims that it will infringe on thoughthe bill later failed inthe Senate. personal attack on Sarkozy. “In Alge- National Assembly and strongly con-
freedom of expression and discourage ~ Almost all the lawmakers who ria from 1945, an estimated 15 percentdemned by the Turkish government
debate on one of the darkest episodesPoke in the debate mentioned theof the population was massacred bylate last week.

of Turkey’s history. wartime killings of Armenians and criti- the French. This is a genocide,” Boyer told the BFMTV station
“Freedom of speech and state cized Turkey. A member of Sarkozy’s Erdogan said on live television, ac- that she, her children and parents have
propaganda are very different things,” Union for a Popular Movement Renaud cording to Reuters. received “extremely grave” threats
Boyer said in an apparent reference toMuselier, who represented the party in AFP reported that France’s For- since then. “It’s totally paradoxical to
successive Turkish governments’ ve- the debate; stated that it Is not aimed at
hement genocide denial. Turkey but rather the motion “is a law Continued on page 4 Continued on page 4
Dmitry Medvedev: $31 Million Raised for Armenia & Artsakh

Karabakh Peace ‘Still Possible’ For Russia

BAKU -- The Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict may still be resolved in the
near future despite the current im-
passe in Armenian-Azerbaijani peace
talks, Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev said over the weekend.

“In the last several years a lot has
been done to bring the parties’ posi-
tions closer to one another,” Medvedev
told Azerbaijani state television in an
interview. “There are definitely pros-
pects for reaching an agreement.”

“In my view, this is perhaps the

MOSCOW -- Fundraising for
Armenia Fund Telethon 2011 con-
cluded Wednesday evening with an
announcement of $18.6 million
pledged during Armenia Fund’s an-
nual Moscow Gala.

The funds raised will be com-
bined with the $12.3 million pledged
during last month’s Thanksgiving Day
Telethon, bringing the total money

raised during this year's telethon 10 a5 promised by businessman MP
$31 million. _ Samvel Alexanian.The largest com-

These figures also include the mjtment at the Moscow Gala came
12th European fundraising phonathon f,om Argentinian-Armenian business-

only conflict in the post-Soviet space held earlierin France by the All-Arme- 1,5y Eduardo Eurnekian, who pledged
that can be settled at the moment,” he Medvedev has been personally nian Fund which received a promise of {5 gonate $11 million.
said. involved in the Karabakh peace pro- 1.3 million Euros ($1.7 million). The bulk of the money will be

“Everything depends on the good cess, having organized about a dozen Major donors from Armenia in- seqd for improving drinking water
will of the parties, on their ability to trilateral meetings with the presidents cluded Vallex Group ($200,000), gypplies to more Karabakh villages and
listen to each other’s arguments, and,of Armenia and Azerbaijan in the last Zangezur Copper Molybdenum Fac- implementing similar rural infrastruc-
let's face it, there are no simple deci- three years. tory ($500,000) and another $200,000yr¢ projects in Armenia.
sions. An agreement can be reached The two sides came close to
only on the basis of compromise,” he
added. Continued on page 4
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Interview With ACE Chairman Kevork Satchlian: ARMENIAN

Armenian Council of Europe Commends the French Parliament COUNCIL OF
o | €EUROPE
ow Instrumental was your organi-

zation, the Armenian Council of — - A =~
Europe in obtaining this victory?

In all honesty, this is not a vic-
tory that any one Armenian organiza-
tion can take credit for. Rather this is
a culmination of our collective activi-
ties to push the passage of this motio
in the lower house of parliament. house voted to criminalize the denial,

I can tell you, as part of that yet the bill later failed in the Senate.
effort, the ACE along with all of the Once again we face the same dilemma,
Hunchakian affiliated organizations it passed France’s lower house, yet it
pressed on our membership, families,is not scheduled for a vote in the
Armenian and non Armenian friends French Senate. After February 2012
and even elected officials to contactthe Parliamentwill be at a standstill for
and urge their members of parliamentthe May Presidential elections and the
to pass this bill. We also, as an organi-Parliamentary election that are to fol-

— . zation, directly advocated Parliamen- low. Consequently, if the motion does
French Parliamentarian René Rouquet and Mr. Kevork Satchlian tarians. This was evident at our recentnot pass the French Senate by Febru-
meetings with Parliamentarians; André ary 2012 it will virtually be impossible

On Thursday, France’s lower grganizations. The following is an in- Santini a leading member of Nouveau for it to become law.
house of parliament approved a motionterview with Mr. Kevork Satchlian, Centre party (the new right-of-center On the positive side, all of the
making it a crime to deny the Armenian chairman of the Social Democrat Party in the French Parliament) and French political forces, including
Genocide. Specifically the motion “rep- Hunchakian Party’s Armenian Council René Rouquet a leading member ofPresident Sarkozy and his soon to be
rehends the contesters of genocidegf Europe after France'’s lower house France’s Socialist Party, we expressedPresidential opponent Francois
accepted by law” including the Arme- of parliament passed the law on Geno-the importance of this motion’s pas- Hollande of the Socialist Party have

~
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~ —p
<

nian Genocide which the French par-cides. sage to our organization as well asarticulated their will to make this

liament voted in 2001 to recognize the Massis Post: Mr. Satchlian, can  France’s Armenian community. motion into law. This is significantin

World War | massacres of Armeniansyoy explain your feelings on today’s Massis Post: Mr. Satchlian, partlcu_lar because France’s Socialist

as genocide. proceedings? you mentioned that a lot more must  Party in 2011 won control of the
France’s 400,000 strong ethnic | am very pleased and thank the P& done for this to become actual Senate for the first time in more than

Armenian communities comprise parliamentarians who helped push this!@W, can you elaborate? fifty years.

mostly of decedents of those whomotion through the lower house. Yet Armenians must not forget that Therefore, ACE commends the

survived the Armenian Genocide com-\ye have a lot work to be done, the We have gone through this processFrench Parliament, but we also realize
mitted by the Turkish Ottoman Em- struggle is not over, rather this once ©Nce before, when in 2006, the lower that our work is far from over.

pire. These communities have estabagain is just the beginning process to .
lished churches, schools, cultural or-make this law into reality. Armenian and Greek Clergymen clash at

ganizations, sports clubs, and political Massis Post: Mr. Satchlian, Bethlehem

Armenia and Iran Sign Cooperation
Agreements on Energy and Communications

YEREVAN --
The presidents ¢
Armenia and lIraf
pledged on Frida
to further expand
“high-level rela-
tions” between thei
nations and, in pa
ticular, give newim{
petus to the imple
mentation of joint
energy projects the
have fallen behin
schedule. \

Iranian Presi
dent Mahmouc = BETHLEHEM -- The annual monks along the border of their re-
Ahmadinejad ar- Sarkisianand Ahmadinejad cleaning of one of Christianity’s holi- spective areas. Some shouted and

TR

rived in Yerevan on est churches deteriorated into a brawlhurled brooms.
Friday for an official one-day visit dur- after a one-on-one conversation with between rival clergy Wednesday, as Palestinian security forces rushed

ing which he signed agreements strength-his Armenian counterpart. “I said that dozens of monks feuding over sacredinto break up the melee, and no serious
ening energy and communication rela- nobody in the world can change the space at the Church of the Nativity injuries were reported. A Palestinian
tions between Armenia and its southernmap between Armenia and Iran.” battled each other with brooms until police spokesman would not immedi-
neighbor. “Historically we have always had police intervened. ately comment.

Sarkisian and Ahmadinejad also good relations and they are being pre- The ancient church, built over Afragile status quo governs rela-
called for a “diplomatic” solution to served today,” he said. the traditional site of Jesus’ birth in tions among the denominations at the
Iran’s nuclear standoff with the West, According to Sarkisian, they spe- Bethlehem, is shared by three Chris-ancient church, and to repair or clean
saying after talks in Yerevan that it cifically agreed to speed up the ongo-tian denominations — Roman Catho- a part of the structure is to own it,
should uphold Tehran’s right to the ing construction of a third transmis- lics, Armenians and Greek Orthodox. according to accepted practice. That
“peaceful use of atomic energy.” sion line connecting the Armenian and Wednesday’s fight erupted betweenmeans that letting other sects clean

In a joint communiqué issued at Iranian power grids and accelerate Greek and Armenian clergy, with both part of the church could allow one to
the end of Ahmadinejad’s one-day visit other commercial projects. sides accusing each other of encroachgain ground at another’s expense. Simi-
to Armenia, the two leaders said that Those include the construction ing on parts of the church to which lar fights have taken place during the
they “reaffirmed their determinationto of two hydroelectric plants on the they lay claim. same late-December cleaning effort in
further develop bilateral friendly and Arax river marking the Armenian-Ira- The monks were tidying up the the past.
mutually beneficial relations.” nian border and a pipeline that will ship church ahead of Orthodox Christmas Tensions between rival clergy at

“We have had very good negotia- Iranian fuel to Armenia. Work onthese celebrations in early January, follow- the church have been a fact of life
tions with Mr. President,” Ahmadinejad facilities was due to start this year but ing celebrations by Western Christiansthere for centuries and have often been
told Armenian and lIranian officials has been delayed for unclear reasonson Dec. 25. The fight erupted betweencaught up in international politics.
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Compassionate Expressionism in Seeroon Yeretzian’s Paintings

By Sahag Toutjian

Long overdue, the
first, high quality album
of the prominent Arme-
nian-American painter
Seeroon Yeretzian haj
just been published b
Abril Publishing, 415 E
Broadway, Suite 102
Glendale, California
(Telephone 818/243
4112) in December 201
Seeroon is one of th{
most talented avant-
garde Armenian paint-
ers of contemporary
Diaspora, and the presen
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provided, wherefrom overflow the tor-

rents of tragedy, with the heaviness of
dark blue, the eruptions of scorching
red, the outburst of a sad green remi-
niscent of death rather than life. In
another part of the canvas, the con-
tents of the inner frame and the spac
outside it dissolve into each other to
become one.

In numerous works, the bleak,
shameful themes of the homeless towe
up like an immense question mark
against the sneaking self-alienation of
American democracy. The series of
contorted canvases depicting an old
woman dragging life’s vanity, turned
into an unbearable leaden burden, along

cold sidewalk pavements, is a pointed Splendor of Aypupen, 1989

album of 200 pages ol
reproductions in authen- Autoportrait, 1980-2005
tic colors compiles the

best of her creative art to date. We
firmly believe that she promises to
surprise her national and interna-

tional admirers with ever more con-

summate new masterpieces of her
unique art style. The following essay
is an amendment of the author’s
review in 1991 covering Seeroon
Yeretzian's pioneer exhibition of

paintings in April 19991.

indictment of this modern grotesque
fiction called civilization. (With bitter sale bodies. On a second plane one
irony, the old, old phrase “to grow old notices the hues of rust and especially
preme or utmost level, but only to the gracefully” comes to mind.) Rough an unwholesome green which so aptly
point necessary for expressive force-and deadly are the cobblestones wherémparts meaning to the given moment.
fulness, while at the same time main-the figure of a youth or the blunt A gray or black gloom, which ex-
taining a meaningful communion and juxtaposition of the lively colors of presses the dark tragedy in leaden
immediate interaction with the outside two exquisite dolls is spread like a hues, comes to further enhance the
world. Both of these two components lifeless gray lump of flesh. This de- impressions. Brown, gray and black
are equally important for best appreci- pravity is a betrayal of man’s rational- are commonly dominant in the case of
ating her art. On the one hand, certainity againstman. “Home, Sweet Home.”, acrylics. These, however, are at times
stylistic leverages of abstract art assist1983, is an inscription under the ex- mellowed down by the light white of
immensely in her expressive consum-tremely poignant, shocking image of a the background, and in some instances,
mation. On the other hand, her com- desperate homeless person. blaze up with the glitter of gay shards
At the first glance upon entering munion with the real world helps her In the string of themes brought of rainbow colors.
the exhibition hall, your senses are express in a dynamic intimation truths to the canvas, prominent importance The harmonious symbiosis of
stirred with perplexity. You pass in that are commonly deprived of their has been allocated to social vices: decolors and hues find their culmination
front of the canvases. At first indis- civil rights. ceit (masks, masks, masks), the socialn the gouaches. In this connection, it
tinctly, then more clearly, your self- Seeroon Yeretzian’s works dis- humiliation of women, the enervating is worth to note the ornamental letters
assurance begins to falter. Your play a responsible and healthy stanceclaws of a deceptive civilization (and of the Armenian alphabet, which in-
thoughts refuse to take refuge in theirtoward unhealthy human and public the annihilation of refreshing childlike voke the authentic colors and hues of

deceptive initial equanimity. The ac- situations. The injustice, ugliness and =
cepted formulations on art become deformities of social life are her themes ﬁ
ratherirrelevant and superfluous. Here—and the object of her “silent” indigna- (=== "

we are dealing with the real world: tion. Her canvases tend to be artistic

our miniature art heritage.

We should not forget the pencil
and pen drawings which animate ob-
jects and situations.

Seeroon Yeretzian creates under
the immediate stimulation of her psyche,
conceptions and fantasy. Honesty ren-
ders to her forms of expression a fresh
immediacy and a keen emphasis which
best illuminates the inner spiritual vis-
tas of the artist. The series of chilly
masks, in eloquent yet restrained com-
municativeness, symbolizes her un-
equivocal stance against personal hy-
pocrisy and social deceit.

One can attribute the essential
aesthetic qualities of Seeroon
Yeretzian’s paintings to the cinfluence

rough, brute and merciless. Here, also,constructs hoisted against them.
we are dealing with a specific art of The theme of “women’s rights”

itwith a genuine expression of feelings her not to feminist repudiation, but to
and experience. the inclusive attitude of humanism. In
First and foremost, one is im- numerous works this horrible social |
pressed by the audacity Seeroonconditionis underlined—both woman’s =
Yeretzian displays in the selection of and man’s concurrent exploitation and |
themes and the diversity of aestheticcrucifixion, the inequality of them both,
experimentation. She scrutinizes, shewhich is a result of the same prevalent| .8
probes, and she questions hardenednhumane conditions. She raises this _’
“realities.” She explores personal, novelissue through all the palettes she em
parallels of depth and form. She tries ploys in her canvases. The crucified : |
to speak entirely new idioms of the woman, her helpless male mate, rel-jome SweetHome, 1983 of the best traditions of German ex-
artistic language — albeit maintaining egated to the background in his mus- pressionism — specifically, the potency
creative authenticity and truthfulness. cular absurdity, the two other females spontaneity by the tie-clad gray estab-of emphatic and bold black or dark
With her, this simple aesthetic or “thieves” crucified on the flanks — lishment), Armenian and non-Arme- |ines, the employment of color gener-
principle is once more confirmed: The or, in another instance, the two chil- nian contemporary scenes, the all-per-ally as a means to display emotional
common denominator of all authentic dren who animate the frontal plan — all vading melancholy and the wingless states; the preponderance of heavy
artistic creation, regardless of the dif- join together on the modernized sym- hope hardly stirring at times, and fi- colors (black, brown, etc.) for ex-
ferent modes of styles and expres-bolic cross. nally, the oblique solace offered by the pressing emotionally and authentically
sions, is the distinctly individual ex- The second important theme creative passion of art. the harsh mercilessness of life. Her
pressive innovation, or, to use a popu-dominating the canvases is human suf- At the focus of Seeroon creations exhibit the keen perception
lar term, an inimitable self-stamped fering and deprivation, man’s humilia- Yeretzian’s oil paintings, one often of the uncertain fate of contemporary
“signature.” This means that it is pos- tion by man and man’s inhumanity finds the fiery trinity of red-orange- aimless man, the profound grasp of
sible to accomplish genuine artistic towards man. Here, manifested are theyellow, whose tense dynamism s coun-inner human aspirations, and the ro-
formulation of the self same given Armenian Genocide on the one side,terbalanced by the thick black of the puyst dynamism of unyielding audacity
reality in both figurative and abstract and the American homeless on thebackground. Besides this, the occa-of modern thinking in search of an-
execution. other. sional white renders the theme moreswers.
The stylizations of painterly ex- The works dedicated to the Ar- salient, as with the white faces of the
pression are numerous and diverse. Itmenian Genocide are expressions ofthree women which are contrasted to
is possible to communicate in the lim- profound tragedy, powerful emotions. the neon colors wrapping their up-for-

ited ‘tongue’ of duplication or replica- These clay skulls have been brought to
R
ﬁ {m_] News am

June-July 1991
English translation by the
author 10 October 2010

tion, more or less reminiscent of pho- the canvas with such infinite tender-
tography. It is possible to offer the ness!Bodiless heads. Headless bodies
essence of appearances in sharp abo©therworldly faces, hollowed eyes and
straction. But it is also possible — as in bones. The canvas frame is unable tg
Seeroon Yeretsian's case — to lead thecontain so much inhumanity — so that
process of abstraction not to its su-within the picture a special frame is
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Prof. Richard G. Hovannisian to Speak in Sarkozy: Turkey Cannot Teach France
. . (19 b2
Belmont on Armenian Kars & Ani Any “Lessons
Continued frompage 1 vision, Sarkozy also cited that in

2001 the French parliament had rec-
eign Minister Alain Juppe called on ognized the Armenian Genocide.
Turkey not to “overreact” to a bill that “Ten years ago France adopted
he insisted was a parliamentary initia- a law recognizing the Armenian geno-
tive, and not a project of Sarkozy’s cide, the massacre of 1.5 million
government. Armenians,” he said. “Now the ques-

“We have been accused of geno-tion for the parliament was to know
cide! How could we not overreact?” whether the recognition of this geno-
the Turkish ambassador to France,cide should mean that those disput-
Tahsin Burcuoglu, said before taking aing it can be held accountable.

flight home. “Turkey will never recog- “This is what was decided by
nize this story of an Armenian geno- the National Assembly. You see,
cide.” France has principles.”
Turkey Cannot Teach France Armenia Thanks France
Any “Lessons” Armenia on Friday again

France's President Nicolas thanked France forthe Genocide bill

Sarkozy dismissed on Friday Turkey’s adopted by the parliament. In a
furious reaction to the passage of aletter to his French counterpart
French bill criminalizing the denial of Nicolas Sarkozy, President Serzh
the Armenian Genocide, saying that Sarkisian said the French National
Ankara cannot teach his country any Assembly demonstrated France’s de-
“lessons.” votion to “universal human values”
BELMONT, MA -- The First Ar- Armenian Kars and Ani is the “| respect the views of our Turk- when it approved a corresponding
menian Church of Belmont, MA, and the tenth volume of proceedings from the ish friends — it's a great country, a Pill on Thursday.
National Association for Armenian Stud- UCLA conference series “Historic Ar- great civilization — and they must According to the presidential
ies and Research (NAASR) will sponsor menian Cities and Provinces.” This respect ours,” the AFP news agencyPress office, Sarkisian said the vote
“An lllustrated Journey to Karsand Ani” present volume represents a departurguoted Sarkozy as saying in Praguedlso testifies to Sarkozy’s personal
by Prof. Richard G. Hovannisian, on from its predecessors that have fo-where he attended the funeral of latecOmmitment to strengthening “Ar-
Friday, January 20, 2012, at 8:00 p.m. atcused on historic Western Armenian Czech President Vaclav Havel. menian-French friendship,” eliminat-
the Nahigian Fellowship Hall at First areas, whereas Kars and Ani were very “France is not giving lessons to ing “division lines” and “reconciling
Armenian Church, 380 Concord Ave., much a part of Eastern or Russiananyone but does not want them ei-pPeoples” in the region.
Belmont, MA. Armenia. ther,” he said. Armenian Foreign Minister Ed-
A book signing of Hovannisian’s Hovannisian is the author of Ar- “Under all circumstances, we Wward Nalbandian alsothanked France
newest edited volume Armenian Kars menia on the Road to Independence must remain calm ... France does notin a statement issued immediately
and Ani will immediately follow the the four-volume history The Republic ask for permission, France has itsafter the National Assembly in Paris
lecture. There will then be a reception of Armenia, and has edited and con-convictions, human rights, and re- voted to pass the bill criminalizing
and refreshments at the NAASR Cen-tributed to more than twenty-five books spect for memory,” added Sarkozy. the denial of the Armenian and other

ter, across the street from First Arme-including The Armenian Genocide in In remarks aired by French tele- genocides.
nian Church, at 395 Concord Ave. Perspective; The Armenian People
The lecture and reception are free andfrom Ancient to MO(_jern Times; Re- Armenian Genocide Bill Sponsor Reports
open to the public. membrance and Denial; Looking Back-
Richard Hovannisian traveled ward, Moving Forward; and The Ar- Death Threats
through Historic Armenia in spring menian Genocide: Cultural and Ethical
2011 as the historian-guide for a Legacies. Continued from page 2 have guts to open up the Armenian
NAASR Armenian Heritage Tour led For more information about this archives and face the truth,” read

by Armen Aroyan, providing him with  event contact NAASR at 617-489-1610 be the author and the rapporteur of athe message posted in Turkish and
the opportunity to visit and reflect on or hg@naasr.org or First Armenian téxt which speaks of human rights, English. “You, the French people,
these cities and regions that he has s€hurch at 617-484-4779 or human dignity, recognition and pro- are so pitiful and pathetic that you

often written about as a scholar. office@facbelmont.org. tection of the weak, and legislate are disregarding the truths for votes.”
under threat, be threatened by a for- The latter accusation was in
. . . eign state and then be subjected totune with the Turkish government’s

¢ b
Karabakh Peace ‘Still Possible’ For Russia extremely grave personal threats,” claims that Sarkozy engineered the
_ she said. bill's passage to gain the support of
Continued frompage 1 Azerbaijani war. “If hostilities resume “Death threats, threats of rape French-Armenian voters in next

Russia will have to make a very difficult and threats of destruction, name-call-year’s presidential election. Ankara
agreeing on the basic principles of achoice: eitherto helpits strategic allyanding and insults. | find this very shock- has also denounced the legislation as
peaceful settlement proposed by Russiafellow CSTO member Armenia ... and ing.” an infringement of freedom of speech
the United States and France at the moslose Azerbaijan or not to help Armenia,” Boyer added that she will lodge and academic debate.
recent Armenian-Azerbaijanisummitheld he told RFE/RL’'s Armenian service a “complaint” with relevant French “Freedom of speech and state
in the Russian city of Kazan last June. (Azatutyun.am). authorities but is undaunted by the propaganda are very different
They failed to overcome their differ- “In the latter case, Russia will lose threats. “This process can only things,” Boyer told the French lower
ences, however, raising more questionsArmenia because Russian military pres-strengthen us in both our beliefs andhouse last Thursday in a clear refer-
about the future of the peace talks.  ence in its territory makes sense toour resolve,” she said. ence to Turkey’s vehement denial of

Presidents Serzh Sarkisian andArmenia only if the Nagorno-Karabakh The lawmaker, who is also the a government policy to annihilate the
Ilham Aliyev said through their foreign conflict is not resolved. And in case of deputy head of French parliamentary Armenian population of the Ottoman
ministers earlier this month that they losing Armenia Russia will eventually caucus promoting ties with Armenia, Empire during World War One.
are ready to meet again “in the nearlose Azerbaijan as well,” he said. spoke to the French news channel The Paris-based Armenews.com
future.” But there are still no concrete Arman Melikian, a Yerevan-based following a hacker attack on her news service reported on Monday that
plans for such a meeting. former Nagorno-Karabakh foreign min- website. the Senate majority leader, Francois

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei ister opposed to the basic principles, Visitors to www.valerie- Rebsamen, hasdemanded thatthe gov-
Lavrov said on Monday that Moscow claimed that the Russians are ready tdoyer.fr were automatically redi- ernmentincludeitonthe Senate agenda
will continue to make “active efforts” impose an “unacceptable” peace deal orrected on Sunday to another website“as soon as possible.”
at Karabakh peace. “Support for the the Armenian side if Azerbaijan agreestopurportedly owned by a Turkish “Even if this text carries elec-
prevention and resolution of conflicts give them much greater control over hacker group presenting itself astoral suspicions, nothing would be
and crises has traditionally been amongexports of Azerbaijani oil and gas. GrayHatz. It displayed the Turkish worse today than to bury it, thereby
our foreign policy priorities,” he told Melikian said that even if Baku national flag and contained a mes-creating misunderstanding and dis-
the Interfax news agency. agrees to the Russian terms they willsage to the French government andappointment of the Armenian com-

Sergei Minasian, asenior analystatbe rejected by the Karabakh Arme- France’s 500,000-strong Armenian munity, having raised the indigna-
the Yerevan-based Caucasus Institutenians and public opinion in Armenia. community. tion and anger of the Turkish com-
suggested that Moscow’s chief concern“Given this Russia will fail to sit on “You, the diaspora Armenians, munity,” Rebsamen said in a state-
now is to prevent another Armenian- two chairs simultaneously,” he said. are such cowards that you don’t ment.
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massis2@earthlink.net

PROJECT BASED
VOUCHER NOTICE OF
FUNDING AVAILABILITY
PBV NOFA NO. 7557

The Housing Authority of
the City of Los Angeles in col-
laboration with the Los Ange-
les Housing Department in-
vites proposals from qualified
developers under the Project
Based Voucher Program for
Permanent Supportive Hous-
ing projects that serve ex-
tremely and very low income
chronically homeless specia
needs individuals and home-
less families, transition aged]
youth (TAY), seniors and the
disabled. Copies of the PBYV
NOFA may be obtained begin-
ning December 12, 2011 onling
at http://www.hacla.org/ps/.
Electronic proposals will be ac-
cepted until 11:59pm, January

9, 2012.
12/22, 12/29/11
CNS-2224169#
MASSIS WEEKLY
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