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Hrant Dink Murder Instigator Gets Life
Sentence Another Acquitted
Dink Family’s Lawyer, Fethiye Cetin, Slammes the Ruling

1P il
Rakel Dink, wife of Hrant Dink (C) joins hundreds of people as they shout slogans and

hold placards thatread 'This case won't end this way' outside a courthouse in Istanbul

Il e

ISTANBUL -- A Turkish court  ryjing, asserting that the verdict
has convicted Yasin Hayal in the mur- jarked the end of only an initial phase

der of Turkish-Armenian journalist of the case which consisted of the
Hrant Dink and sentenced himtolife in via| of hitmen in the murder.

prison, while another instigator Erhan Rakel Dink. wife of Hrant Dink

Tuncel was acquitted of murder g0 joined hundreds of people as they
shout slogans and hold placards that

charges by the same court.

A juvenile court had sentenced reaq ‘This case won't end this way’

Dink's assassin, Ogun Samast, t0 2Z3nq ‘Justice for Hrant' outside the
years and 10 monthsiinjail last July. He ;g urthouse in Besiktas.

was 17 when the killing took place. In a statement ahead of the ver-

The Istanbul 14th High Criminal gict Amnesty International said au-

Court issued its verdict in the 25th tnqrities had still not investigated the
hearing of the Hrant Dink murder case. ¢|| circumstances behind Dink's mur-

Both Hayal and Tuncel were cleared of yo.
charges of membership in a terrorist
organization.

"The Turkish authorities have
. . ) failed to address state officials' alleged
Dink family’s lawyer, Fethiye jnyolvement in the killing," said An-

Cetin, slammed the ruling, saying it grew Gardner, Amnesty International's
meantthat a “state tradition of political gxpert on Turkey. "The security ser-

murders” was deliberately left intact jjces knew of the murder plot and
because it did not deal with accusa-\yere in communication with those

tions of state involvement in the 2007 accused of the murder yet nothing was

murd“er. done to stop it taking place," he said.
They made fun of us through- Calls by Dink's family to investi-

out the five-year trial process. We_dld gate the collusion and negligence of

not know they saved the biggest joke state officials in the murder, have not

to the very end,” she told media mem- hoen heeded, he added. In 2010, thdormed and active citizenry, citizens

bers soon after the verdict was readEuropean Court of Human Rights or-
out by the court. “This ruling means a gered Turkish authorities to pay
tradition was left untouched. The state 199 000 euros to Dink's family in com-
tradition of political murders. The tra- yengsation, saying authorities had failed
dition of state discriminating against adequately protect Dink even though

some of its citizens and turning them hey knew ultra nationalists were plot-
into enemies,” she stated. ting to kill him.

Cetin also vowed to pursue all

available legal remedies against the Continued onpage 2

Rick Perry Draws Fiery Rebuke from
Turkish Government

Republican presidential candidate as "unfounded and inappropriate.”
Rick Perry drew a fiery rebuke from "Those individuals who are can-
the Turkish government Tuesday afterdidates for positions requiring respon-
suggesting at a presidential debate thasibility such as the US presidency are

the country is run by Islamic terrorists expected to be more knowledgeable onthe world.

and questioning its NATO member- global affairs and more careful in their
ship, Fox News reported.

As the Texas governor stood by ment. "Turkey became a member of
his remarks, the U.S. State DepartmentNATO when the governor was just 2
distanced the Obama administration fromyears old. ... The U.S. has no time to
the comments. Turkey's Ministry of lose with such candidates who do not
Foreign Affairs decried the comments even know America's allies.”

statements," the ministry said in a state-

French Senate Committee Opposes
Armenian Genocide Bill

A French Senate committee on ask Mr. Kevork Satchlian, Chairman of
Wednesday rejected a bill to outlaw the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party’s
denial of the Armenian genocide, aheadArmenian Council of Europe the conse-
of a final vote on Monday. guences of the vote. Mr. Satchlian

The Commission on Laws in the stated that there are two scenarios that
French Senate approved a motion onmay transpire when the Senate debates
Wednesday rejecting the bill as inadmis-the bill Monday, Senators could look
sible by 23 votes for, nine against andpast the panel vote and pass the bill,
eight abstentions. The panel vote, whileputting it on a fast track to becoming
a nonbinding recommendation, was thelaw, or they could reject the bill, handing
first legislative setback for the bill. In a it off to a commission from both houses
statement, the commission said "Thereto iron out differences. The second
was a genocide, and the commissionoption would greatly slow the legislative
wants to express its infinite respect for process. A freeze on all but the most
the Armenian people, and the terrible critical legislation goes into effect in
experiences that they have endured.” early March ahead of spring presidential

A plenary Senate session on Mon- and legislative elections.
day will now vote on the committee’s France recognized the Genocide
motion, but most senators opposed toof 1.5 million Armenian’s by Ottoman
the bill are expected to abstain, allowing Turks in 2001, but the new bill would go
the Senate to take a final vote on the billfurther, punishing anyone who denies
itself. thiswith ayearin jailand a fine of 45,000

Following the vote Massis Post euros ($57,000).

Azerbaijan Amassing Arms for Possible
Karabakh War

BAKU -- Azerbaijan is buying up “Azerbaijan is increasing its mili-
modern weaponry to be able to regaintary potential. Our military expenses
control of the Nagorno- Karabakh re- grew from $3.413 bnin 2010t0 3.474 m
gion quickly and with few losses should in 2011. Our army is now capable of
peace talks with neighboring Armenia doing a lot. We have the most powerful
fail, Azerbaijani Presidentllham Aliyev. army in the region,” he stated.

“It's not a frozen conflict, and it's Meanwhile deputy foreign minis-
not going to be one,” Aliyev was quoted ter of Azerbaijan, Araz Azimov, had
as saying. voiced expressed concerns that Arme-

Recently, Aliyev slammed Armenia nia, with its population 3 million, has
for what he called a non-constructive ap-71,000 military personnel, whereas
proach to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, Azerbaijan, whose populationis 8.6 mil-
that led to a failure to achieve a progress iflion, has only 63,000 servicemen in its
the peace settlement settlement talks.  armed forces.

Massis Publishing Protests SOPA/PIPA

Democracy is founded on an in-

have the right and responsibility to
participate in public affairs. Effective
participation requires knowledge and
wisdom. Citizens get their knowledge
through discussions with others, read-
ing books, magazines, newspapers and
the Internet, and watching and listen-
ing to radio and television.

As Massis Weekly/Massis Post
is the official publication of the Social
Democratic Hunchakian Party of the
Western Region of the United States of
America, and serves as a primary newssion the Protect IP Act (PIPA) also
source to the Armenian communities known as Senate Bill 968 (S.968), are
in the US, Armenia and the rest of the bills that were introduced in the United
world; it is our responsibility to com- States House Congress, with the in-
bat censorship of the press and re-tention of expanding the ability of U.S.
strictions to media outlets throughout law enforcement and copyright hold-
ers to fight online trafficking and pi-

The United States should be aroleracy. Yet as written, the proposed law
model to developing countries who lack hinders online publishers’ freedom of
or have not yet truly established free- expression and may be used by the
doms of the press; such as Armenia. government and major corporations to

The Stop Online Piracy Act shutdown entire websites “accused of
(SOPA), also known as House Bill copyrightinfringement” with neither a
3261 (H.R. 3261), and its Senate ver-trial nor a traditional court hearing.
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Victims of 1990 Baku Pogroms Remembered

January 13, 1990 was the day the
Azerbaijani nationalist mobs dramati-
cally escalated a wave of violent po- ||
groms and deadly attacks against thg"
Armenian population in Baku,
Azerbaijan’s capital. While tens of
thousands of nationalists gathered in
the city’s central square, a numbers
groups numbering dozens and hun-
dreds each — egged on by agitators
broke off and conducted methodical,
house-by-house attacks against ethnigq
Armenians remaining in the city.

Soviet and Western media pub-
lished eyewitness reports of the
atrocities bringing blood-chilling
details of murders of hundreds of
helpless civilians. No proper investi-
gation of the violence was ever con-
ducted and the exact number of vic-
tims is still unknown. Human rights
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Relatives of March 1 Crackdown Victims
Disappointed with PACE Co-Rapporteur

YEREVAN -- Relatives of those
killed atthe 2008 post-election unrestare
disappointed with the visit of the Co-
Rapporteur of PACE Monitoring Com-
mittee John Prescott who is on a two-
day visit to Armenia.

Alla Hovhannisyan, the mother of
Tigran Khachatryan, one of those killed,
told Tert.am that Prescott spared only
21 minutes for the meeting with them,
adding that the meeting looked like an
obligation.

“This was not a meeting, but rather
an obligation. He did not want to meet AllaHovhannisyan further said that
with us and did so only because we hadJohn Prescott did not almost listen to
complained that we would otherwise them, only saying that he was aware of
hold campaigns,” she explained. everything.

At least ten people were killed, “Our main question relates to the
several wounded and dozens arrestedecent report of the co-rapporteurs,”

groups, including the Human Rights dispatched into Baku a week later, during March 1, 2, 2008, clashes with said Hovhannisyan, adding that the co-
Watch, stressed the organized char-when the bloodbath and chaos in theriot police as opposition took to the rapporteurs did not have the right to
acter and the sophisticated cruelty city threatened Soviet authority. streets, protesting the results of riggeddeclare that the page of the March 1, 2
of the anti-Armenian pogroms in Armenian pogroms in Sumgait, presidential elections. events can be considered closed
Baku, hundreds of miles away from Kirovabad, Baku and elsewhere around
the Karabakh conflict area. “Most of Azerbaijan and the full-scale military
the deaths were caused by beatingsaggression against the Nagorno
and knife wounds; ... The action Karabakh Republic thatfollowed dem-
was not entirely (or perhaps not at onstrated the level of intolerance and
all) spontaneous, as the attackersanti-Armenian sentiment among the
had lists of Armenians and their ad- Azerbaijanileadership and society.
dresses”, the organization reported. 22 years after the tragic events in
The Soviet leadership remained Baku, the organizers and perpetrators
largely silent for days after the first of that crime, though some are pub-
reports about the killings. Forces were licly known, remain unpunished.

Arthur Abraham Knocks Out Pablo Farias
in Round Five

Ecologists Protest At Armenian Mining Site

OFFENBURG -- Germany-based nicknamed “Pokemon”, overwhelm-
professional boxer Arthur Abraham ing him in the fifth round of the sched-
celebrated a successful ring return onuled 12-round bout with a combination
Saturday night when he knocked outof punches to the head and body. The
Pablo Farias (19-2, 11 KOs) in the fifth Armenian knocked his opponent down
round of their clash in Offenburg, three times for the TKO.

Germany. Fighting in front of a sell- “It's good to be back,” King Arthur

YEREVAN -- More 200 environ-  controversial project in 2008. Ecolo- out crowd of 4,000 fans, Abraham said. “This was a good start, nothing
mental activists and their sympathiz- gists say that about one-fifth of the punished his opponent with his trade- more and nothing less. | am pleased with
ers marched to a rich forest in north- 357-hectare forest given to the mark power punches. He knocked him my performance and will keep working
ern Armenia on Sunday in protest | jechtenstein-registered company hasdown three times before the refereehard to get back to the very top. | want
againstits ongoing transformation into already been cut down in preparationwaved the bout off after two minutes to be world champion again in 2012.”
an open-pit mine which they believe for the start of mining operations. in round five. Abraham'’s latest victory comes
would severely damage the local eco- Chanting “Shame!” the protest- The win at Baden-Arena enabled after three defeats in four 168-pound
system. ers, most of them young people from the 31-year-old Armenian to capture division fights that raised questions

The country's leading environ- Yerevan, walked several kilometers to the vacant WBO European superaboutthe Armenian fighter's ability to
ment protection groups have for yearsreach the mountainous forest locatedmiddleweight title. stay competitive in this class.
been campaigning against plans by thein the northern Lori province. Scores Abraham, a former International Last summer Abraham an-
Armenian Copper Program (ACP) min- of police as well as ACP security Boxing Federation (IBF) middleweight nounced his plans to move back down
ing company to develop a massive guards were deployed there to barchampion, a.k.a.“King Arthur”, looked to the middleweight division, where he
copper and molybdenum deposit lying them from advancing deeper into the solid in the fight against his little- stayed unbeaten in 2005-2009, and
beneath the Teghut forest. It is esti- future mining site. known 24-year-old Latino opponent, recover his championship.
mated to contain 1.6 million tons of The protesters were also con-
copper and about 100,000 tons offronted by a large group of local resi-
molybdenum. dents working for the company. The

The project, ifimplemented, will |atter angrily dismissed environmen-
lead to the destruction of 128,000 trees talists’ warnings that open-pit mining

Hrant Dink Murder Instigator Gets Life Sentence

cused of involvement in the killing of
Dink. “It's been five years. All the

Continued frompage 1

Critics say that would wreak further would pollute air, water and agricul-
havoc on Armenia's green areas thature land.

have already shrunk since the 1990s. “You guys don’'t know the plight

Hrant Dink, the late editor-in- evidence clearly shows we can't be
chief of the Turkish-Armenian weekly satisfied with the punishment of two
Agos, was gunned down on Jan. 19,or three people who committed the

The ACP has pledged to offset the dam-of the people here,” one man told the2007 by Ogin Samast, outside themurder. Those who pointed to Dink,
age by planting new trees in the area angrotesters. “They were desperate for aoffices of his newspaper in Istanbul in who said, ‘Kill him,” who waited for

creating more than 1,000 new jobs.  living and now live like human beings.

Despite the uproar, the Armenian What do you want from those people
government gave the green light to the[at the ACP?]”

broad daylight. him to be killed are all about to come
The prosecutor had demandedout of this clean,” Hrant's Friends
life imprisonment for seven men ac- announced in a statement yesterday.
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DR. Levon Avdoyan Reveals Armenian New Book, New Challenges
Treasures at Library of Congress The Balian Family and Ottoman Architecture

The Balian family dominated Ot-
toman architecture for much of the
18th and 19th centuries. A recent work
by Pascal Carmont maintains that "For
two centuries, this family created the
Ottoman splendour of Constantinople,
covering it with magnificent buildings
in a cultural encounter between East
and West. From 1840 they were all
trained in Paris at the Ecole des Beaux
Arts. The family continuity of the
Balians was one of the determining
factors of their influence, whose start-
ing point was the Era of the Tulips.
Without compromising the architec-
tural canons of the Orient or Islam, the
Balians dominated a gradual western-
ization of official Ottoman architec-
ture.” Some members of the Balian
family were given the title of Ser
Mimar-i Devlet (Chief State Architect) religions and classes, who served Ot-
By Florence Avakian sors Nina Garsoian and Morton Smith: and _qle_corated with Grand Cross of thetom'a'n Sultans in th.eir diffgrent ca-

joining the Library of Congress in 1977, Mediidia. pacities. The Armenian Amira class,

COLUMBIAUNIVERSITY,NY-  and becoming its Specialist for Ancient However, a Turkish h|s'For|a_1n, iqcluding the Bglian family, had a spe-
- It was an extraordinary evening of Classical History, and Byzantine and Selman Cap, has receqtly maintainedcial place n this struc_tur(_e. T_hey_ even
revelation, as Dr. Levon Avdoyan un- Medieval Studiesin 1982; and finally its that the Balians were &_mply contrac- produced 'T"F’O”a”t. 0."9”"?‘”65 in the
veiled the large trove of Armenian trea- Area Specialist for Armeniaand Georgiators and not great architects of Otto- Ottoman_ civil an|n|strat|on. When
sures in the Library of Congress wherein 1992. He is also the author of the entirem2" landmarks such as the Dolmabahcehe Russ[an armies were at the gates of
he serves as Specialist of the Armeniarillustrated guide of the Library of Con- L€2lré, the old Ciragan Palace, Constantinople at the end of the Russo-

and Georgian areas. Entitled “To Know gress’ Near East collection, as well as Ofgetyllfrbe% PaI?ce, ”:jeH.Nll(osﬁgﬁs _fofTurki.s(,jh war °f187k7'|78’ S(jgltan Abdul-

Wisdom and Instruction”, his fascinat- many scholarly monographs and ar-sraf oy, Nusre '|ye,an i r:r ta—. e;: ' Hamld I skent _Ar? € I;)ablanhto g:ceﬁt

ing talk covered 500 years of Armenian ticles. o far, no s'erlous art historian gsGran Duke Nicolas, the brother of the
credited Can's assertion. Not surpris-Tsar.

printing, and a history of the Armenian ARMENIA AT THE WORLD'S . :
collection at the Library of Congress. LARGESTLIBRARY ingly, Yusuf Halacoglu, the former The Amiras, however, were also
Starting on April 19, 2012, an exhibition Dr. Avdoyan announced that the head of the Turkish Historical Soci- at the heart of the Armenian commu-

ety, has praised Can's work. nity (millet) of the Ottoman Empire.
According to Pascal Carmont, They represented the power of "Otto-
the Balians were part of a broader man Armenia" by working for the well-
Ottoman Armenian aristocracy (the being of such national institutions as
Amiras) who dominated much of Ot- the Constantinople and Jerusalem Pa-
toman economy, finances, military triarchates, the formation of an Arme-
production, and architecture for sev- nian Catholic Millet and educational
eral generations. These Armenians wereand artistic projects.
at the heart of the Ottoman Empire and Pascal Carmont, The Amiras:
enjoyed the favours of a succession ofLords of Ottoman Armenia, translated
Ottoman Sultans. In his semi-bio- by Marika Blandin with an introduction
graphical account of the Amiras, basedby Ambassador Bernard Dorin, Lon-
around ten major families, Carmont don: Taderon Press, 2012. Pb.,
argues that the Ottoman Empire wasuS$22.00 / UKE17.00. For more in-
not simply a Turkish Empire as it is formation, please contact
maintained today. The Ottoman Em- info@gomidas.org Amiras) who domi-
pire was a mosaic of different peoples, nated much of Ot

of the collection of Armenian manu- extraordinary exhibition thatwill open at
scripts and printed books will be opentothe Library of Congress on April 19,
the public for five months. 2012, entitled “To Know Wisdom and
He is also preparing an exhibition Instruction: The Armenian Literary Tra-
catalog which will be published in time dition at the Library of Congress”, will
for the opening of the exhibition. The use the Library of Congress’ Armenian
Library of Congress is the largest library collection toillustrate the Armenian liter-
in the world, and the Armenian collec- ary tradition. He is also preparing an
tions have now become a major sourceexhibition catalog which will be pub-
for Armenioajn studies and research. lished in time for the opening of the
t was also an evening of apprecia- exhibition. “The Library of Congress is
tion as Michael Haratunian, longtime the largest library in the world, and the
Chairman of the Columbia University Armenian collections have now become
Armenian Center Board of Directors, a major source for Armenian studies and
was honored. Following a warm wel- research,” he added with understand-
come to the enthusiastic audience ofable pride.
more than a hundred by the current He revealed that many of the works
Chairman of the Armenian Center Mark about Armenians were not written by
Momijian, a special tribute was accorded Armenians, but nonetheless are veryfor missionary work abroad, the first in 1919 was the first woman to represent
by Board member Dr. Nicole Vartanian valuable. “ Yerevan itself will celebrate work in Armenian for American-Arme- Armenia at the World Suffragettes’ Con-
to Michael Haratunian who was pre- the 500th anniversary of the printing of nians was published in 1888. ference in Paris; and even an item of
sented the first edition (1934) of Franz Armenian books in 2012,” he stated. The first massive collection of firefightingin Armenia.
Werfel's The Forty Days of Musa Dagh. The scholar pointed out that the Armenian works at the Library of Con- He noted that that there are no
In his remarks of gratitude, Library of Congress was founded in gress took place in the late 19th century.photos from the time of the Armenian
Haratunian recounted the rich tradition 1800 to serve the U.S. Congress, butlt continued with “dribs and drabs” until Genocide, but there are several from
of the Armenian Studies program at evolved into the national library. Itis the 1948, when the “Committee for the before and after the catastrophe. Also in
Columbia University, starting with the oldest cultural institution in the federal Armenian Collection” created by Arthur the collection are many Armeno-Turk-
announcement of the Armenian Chair in government, and comprises three hugeH. Dadian and including the legendary ish books, including the 13-volume diary
1979 by then Columbia President McGill. buildings, and a huge campus for motionscholar Dr. Sirarpie der Nercessian, it of Tavit Adamian who went through the
Dr. Nikit and Eleanora Ordjanian raised pictures and recorded sound with 155grew from some 250 to 6000 items in the Genocide and emigrated to Boaston.
it to a permanent endowment at Colum-million items with an estimated 560 miles Armenian language collection. By 1992, There is also a letter in the Alexander
bia College with Kevork Avedisianfund- of shelves. “And over sixty percent of when Dr. Avdoyan was appointed Ar- Graham Bell Archives describing the
ing with a million dollar donation the the materialis notwrittenin English,”he menian Specialist, the collection had Genocide in Adana in 1909, as well as
Chair of Armenian Studies. This was added. grown to 7000 items. “Today,” he said, Talaat Pasha’s note of thanks to U.S.
followed by Sarkis Agopian funding the Due to the political and economic “there are estimated to be from 40,000 toAmbassador Henry Morgenthau for host-
Armenian collection, Suren Fesjian fund- conditions, the publication of Armenian 45,000 Armenian works.” ing a dinner on the eve of the Genocide,
ing the publications, and Krikor and books could not begin in the homeland, Using a power point presentation, April 24,1915, and the many Morgenthau
Clara Zohrab Liebman providing full but started in the diaspora as a result ohe showed pages of the oldest gospetelegrams to the State Department.
tuition for Armenian graduate students the fall of Cilician Armeniain 1375A.D., book printed in 1321 A.D., the 1487 “The Library of Congress has the
which currently totals in the millions of he related. “Armenian was the secondVerin Noravank Gospel with its gor- |argest map repository in the world,”
dollars. Middle Easternlanguage to be published,geous pigmentation, the Bible of Mkhitar including the first published map of
Dr. Avdoyan was introduced by Hebrewin 1472 beingthefirst.”In 1512, of Sivas (1733), the ecclesiastical fabric Yerevan publishedin 1920 before the fall
Armenian Center Board member Lola Jacob the Sinner opened the press irdedicated to St. Karapet in 1741, andof the First Republic, he continued.
Koundakjian who related his impressive Venice and published five printed books. documents and posters from the Near Rare books abound at the Library
background which includes a doctorate Andin America, although the firstprinted East Relief. There were also 1859 pho-of Congress, Dr. Avdoyan revealed,
in Ancient History and Armenian Studies books by Armenians started in the 19thtos of Armenian cotton cultivation from
from Columbia University under Profes- century by the various Biblical societies Paris; a photo of Lady Azgapetyan who Continued on page 4
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Professor Matthew Jendian Receives
2012 President’s Award of Excellence

Jerair Nishanian Foundation in Armenia

President John D. Welty, Dr. Matthew Ari Jendian, and J. Michael McGowan

FRESNO -- Dr. Matthew Ari becomerecognizedasamongthestron- |t was only a happy coincidence ing, the auditorium was jam-packed by
Jendian, a self-described “public soci- gest in the country in terms of aca- that the founders of Jerar Nishanianformer and current students and some
ologist” who excels in academic schol- demic vigor and impact of service on Foundation — Mr. & Mrs. Jerar and faculty members. They were there to
arship and research, commitment tothe community. The Humanics Pro- Anahid Nishanian along with founda- express their appreciation and grati-
students and community engagementgram prepares and certifies studentsijon board members Archbishop Vicken tude to the benefactor. And they did it
is the recipient of the 2012 President’sto strengthen and lead nonprofit, C0m-Aykazian, Reverend Vertanes Kalayjian with such outpouring of warm feel-
Award of Excellence at Fresno State. munity benefit organizations. Over 100 and Yeretzgin Anahid Kalyjian—metin ings with elegance and with poetic

Jendian, born and raised in students are seeking the Humanicsyerevan Armenia as the country wasarticulation. They brought with them
Fresno, received his B.A. in sociology certificate at Fresno State program.feverishly in preparation for the his- gifts, some made personally and cre-
and minor degrees in psychology andSince 2001, nearly 150 Fresno Statetoric celebration of the 20Anniver-  atively puttogether. The entire experi-
Armenian Studies from Fresno Statestudents have graduated with asary of the Independence of Armenia. ence felt like being in areunion of close
(1991) and his Ph.D. from USC (2001) Humanics certificate, and approxi- The celebrations added a colorful andfriends and relatives who had not seen
and joined the faculty at Fresno Statemately 70 percent of them are em-most heart warming back drop to the each other for a long, long time. There
in 1995. He is an associate professorployed in nonprofit and public sector planned business meetings for the foun-were also collective promises made by
chairs the Department of Sociology positions. dation. all students — a solemn oath to keep the
and coordinates the university’s highly Jendianis the current board presi- During the past 10 years or so, honor of being arecipient of Nishanian
regarded Humanics Program which dent of Buchanan Babe Ruth Baseballthe foundation has been dispensingFoundation Scholarship. They all
prepares the next generation of leadersissociation in Clovis and has served scholastic assistance and scholarshipshared also how life changing it was to
for nonprofit, community benefit or- as a board member of the Nonprofit to the State University of Kegharkoonik have been selected as a scholarship
ganizations. Leadership Alliance, a national organi- (State University of Gavar-SUG) and student.

He was honored Wednesday, zation with nearly 50 academic part- to the socially unsecure and financially In response, Mr. Nishanian said:
January 11, atthe Spring Assembly forners. He also serves the Armenianneedy students. As of this date, over“Having seen and heard all these | now
faculty and staff. The award was pre- Church as an ordained Deacon and hagoo students have already receivedfirmly believe that we have made the
sented by J. Michael McGowan, presi- been a board member for several othetheir specialized education and haveright investment for the advancement
dent and CEO of Premier Valley Bank organizations including Fresno Non- earned their respective diplomas. Theyof the Country and for the individual
and a member of the University Advi- profit Advancement Council, Fresno gre now part of the workforce and success of each and everyone. To us

sory Board. Housing Alliance and Relational Cul- contribute to the local economy. there is no better reward than to see the
The President's Award of Excel- ture Institute. Currently over 50 students are bright shining smiles of happiness on
lence was established in 2001 by the He is the author of a book, “Be- enrolled in various departments andyour faces. Having heard about your

University Advisory Board to honor coming American, Remaining Ethnic: are the recipients of the Jerair Nishaniansuccess, | am reassured that a well
Fresno State President John D. Welty.The Case of Armenian-Americans in Foundation scholarship. The founda- educated and worthy generation is be-
The award recognizes a faculty or Central California” (LFB Scholarly Pub- tion has deemed both practical anding nurtured.”

staff member who demonstrates in-lishing, 2008) which can be purchasedeffective to partner with New York The climax of the day was when

tegrity, leadership and a commitment online at Barnes and Noble (http:// based Armenian Church Diocesan FundMr. Nishanian pledged to make a size-
to the university and the community as search.barnesandnoble.com/Becom<or Armenian Relief (FAR), which in able contribution to rehabilitate one of

exemplified by President Welty. ing-American-Remaining-Ethnic/Mat- - Armenia is Known by its acronym — the deteriorating buildings on the cam-
University Advisory Board mem- thew-A-Jendian/e/9781593322618). In HOF (Hayasdani Oknootyan Fond). pus to be used as a student dormitory.
bers, community leaders who consultaddition, Jendian is the author of SeV-Representing and supervising the In appreciation of the ongoing

with the president, select the recipienteral journal and opinion articles and Foundation’s activities, Mr. Eduard efforts for the education of the new
and donate money for a $10,000 awardhas made numerous presentations akarapetyan, an official of the HOF, generation o Armenian citizens, both
that accompanies the honor. state, regional and national profes-who personally visits, interviews, fol- the Ministry of Education and Science
Jendian s the recipient of several sional conferences while serving as alows up on the ground with all the and the Ministry of Diaspora awarded
honors, including the Social Action reviewer for scholarly publications and gpplicants to prevent even inadvertentMr. Nishanian with a gold medal of
Award from Temple Beth Israel, Amigo journals in his field. mistakes or misapplication of the funds. recognitation. Speaking on behalf of
Award presented by Vida en el Valle, Jendian has also served as an ex- He had stories to tell, one more the faculty and students of Gavar Uni-
Provost’s Award for Faculty Service, ternal evaluator with local and multina- heart wrenching than the next. To versity, the Rector Mrs. Rouzanna
and was honored in Menk, an encyclo-tional community benefit organizations, have the “flavor” of the hardship these Hakobyan expressed her own grati-
pedia of biographies of prominent Ar- including Porterville College and Arme- students go through, suffice it to say tude to the visiting benefactors and the
menian scholars. nian General Benevolent Union. He andthat Gavar is a regional center whereboard members of the foundation and
Under Jendian’s leadership, his wife, Pamela, reside in Clovis with the University is located. The school presented them personal gifts and
Fresno State’s Humanics Program hasheir two sons, Joshua and Nicholas. does not have any dormitory facilities, momentos. There was a follow up
so the students have to make a dailyvisit to the office of the Ministry of the
trip to attend classes. If there is any Diasporawith Dr. Hranoush Hakobyan,
transportation, it surely is sparse andwho also had high praise for Mr.

DR. Levon Avdoyan Reveals Armenian Treasures

. unpredictable, but they make it! Nishanian and the mission pursued by
Continuedrom page 3 about their homeland. At a special welcoming gather- the foundation.
START OF DIGITAL AREA
including the Book of Prayers from From the time of the Book of tized. In response to a question askinglefferson who said, “I cannot live with-

Krikor Naregatsi (1763); a collection of Fridays to the period of publicationinthe what sorts of collection should be digi- out books.” He then presented Dr.
stereographic images; a manuscript ofcurrent Republic of Armenia, the pressestized, he made3 several suggestions, inAvdoyan with Christopher Oscanyan’s
astrology; postal stamps; Verk Hayastani,have always remained active, he pointedcluding the need for primary documenta- The Sultan and His People. Published in
the first novel of Khachadour Abovyan out. “We're at the start of the digital tion on the First Reoublic of Armenia. New Yorkin 1857, itis probably the first
(1959); and a huge collection of memo- area,” he said, adding that only ten per- The significantevening ended with book printed in the United States by an
rial books by immigrants who wrote cent of the Library of Congress is digi- Mark Momjian quoting Thomas Armenian author.
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