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Armenian Council of America Welcomes
Congresswoman Judy Chu

Rep. Judy Chu addressing the Armenian community members in Pasadena

Statement of the Central Committee of the
Social-Democratic Huchakian Party

“We learned with satisfaction thi -
the State agency of the Ministry of Ju
tice, with its February 14 decision h
registered the modified charter of t
Party adopted at the 8th Congress of
Social-Democratic Hunchakian Pat
(SDHP) and acknowledged the pow:
of the new board that was elected dur
the Congress and is chaired by comr
Gevorg Perkuperkyan.

The Central Committee of the SDHP welcomes the return of the %DHP

structure in Armenia to the all-Hunchakian family and wishes that after ajtwo-
year interval, the Party will be involved in political activities with new vigof as
it uses its great experience and ideology for the prosperity of the hom¢land.
In light of this development, we express our hope that the RA Min|stry
of Justice will stay true to its decision and will be consistent in returnin} the
flag, the coat-of-arms, the stamp, the certificate of state registratior, the
archives and the property of the Party to its rightful owner by the lettef and
spirit of the corresponding law.”
SDHP Central Committee

PASASENA, CA -- On March 4, Aghakhanian introduced the Congress- Turkish PM Claims Anti-Armenian Banners

the Armenian Council of America woman as she detailed her pastachieve-
(ACA) proudly welcomed Representa- ments and future goals before the Con-
tive Judy Chu (D-CA) to the A.E.B.U. gresswoman took the stage to begin
“Soghanalian Hall” for a meet and greet her informative and inspirational pre-
with ACA members, community lead- sentation. She provided a synopsis on
ers, youth members, and activists. herthree decade-long history in public
“We were honored to have Con- service in the San Gabriel Valley and
gressvoman Chu take out the time to stated that one of her main focuses aj
speak to us about issubsat are impor- the next representative of the 27th
tant to us as constituents and as member€ongressional District is to help small
of the international community,” said businesses grow so that they can con
ACA Chairman, Sevak Khatchadorian. tribute to the economy. She also dis- A
“Her enthusiasm, dedication toimprov- cussed international topics such as he ==
ing the community through the support for aid to Armenia and
economy, and her concern about inter-Nagorno-Karabakh and her commit-
national issues are admirable qualities of anent to advance recognition of the

During Khojalu Rally Work of
‘Raving Racists’
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great leader worthy of support.”

Master of Ceremonies Christine Continued on page 2

U.S. Scholar David Phillips Chides
Washington Over Turkey-Armenia Fiasco

NEW YORK (RFE/RL) -- The
United States deserves its share of the
blame for the failure of recent years’
efforts to normalize Armenia’s relations
with Turkey, according to a renowned
U.S. scholar who has been actively in- '
volved in Turkish-Armenian dialogue in \\
the past. b |
In an extensive monograph re- T_'_
leased by New York’s Columbia Univer-
sity on Friday, David Phillips says that
the administration of U.S. President
Barack Obama did not do enough to stof|
the Turkish government linking parlia-
mentary ratification of the 2009 Turkish-
Armenian normalization agregments With pavid Phillips
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. He also
calls fora U.S. “policy review” on Arme- ited Turkey in April 2009,” Phillips writes.

Protesters with ant-Armenian banners: You are all Armenians, You are all bastards

ANKARA — Turkish Prime Min-  referring to the offensive banners. The
ister Recep Tayyip Erdogan has saidstatementadded that legal proceedings
anti-Armenian banners unfurled dur- have beenlaunched to find these people
ing an Istanbul rally held on Feb. 26 to and groups, adding that the Istanbul
mark the 20th anniversary of the Khojaly Governor’s Office is working to iden-
Massacre reflect the feeling of sometify these people.

“raving racists,” not those of the Turk- In Brussels the European Union
ish people, Today's Zaman reports. has voiced concern over racist slogans

“These banners do not reflect the targeting Armenians at the rally in
feelings of Turkey but those of a few Istanbul .
raving racists. ... Necessary [legal] In a statement the European Com-
action has already been taken. But it ismission called on Turkey to carry out
unjust to overshadow the rally marking the Council of Europe recommenda-
the massacre by a few worthless ban<ions to adopt a code of ethics respect-
ners. Nobody has the right to damageing religious minorities, Today's Zaman
the image of Turkey based on thesereports.
exceptional scenes,” Erdogan said. The commission said: “The Com-

A group of protesters held ban- mission is concerned about some of
ners and chanted racist slogans againgthe slogans used in last weekend's
Armenians during the rally, which or- demonstration, and recalls that, re-
ganizers said, cast a shadow over thegarding hate speech, the Council of

nia-Turkey that would consider the pos- “U.S. officials did not accurately assess peaceful nature of the event. The slo-Europe recommendation encouraging

sibility of officially recognizing the 1915
Armenian massacres in the OttomanTurkey.”
Empire as genocide.

“While U.S. influence was essen-

the level of opposition to ratification in gans caused much outrage among th& urkey and the media to adopt a code

Turkish public. of ethics on respect for religious mi-
A statement released by the Turk- norities has not been implemented and

“The United States is also at fault. tialto signing of the Protocols, the Obamaish Interior Ministry on Wednesday that there is a need for new legislation
The Obama administration missed anadministration bureaucratized the fol- said it is impossible to justify “some which would allow effective prosecu-
opportunity to reaffirm de-linkage of the low-up. It should have appointed a ‘Spe- slogans and banners” during the rally, tion of incitement to hatred.”

Protocols with negotiations over NK

(Nagorno-Karabakh) when Obama vis- Continued on page 2
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OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs Issue ARF Member Arrest Questioned in Case of
Statement on Karabakh Illegal Weapons

s
ﬁ'

Weapons discovered in the home of ARF member Arshavir Karapetyan

YEREVAN (Armenianow.com)-- lies, and finally, ARF Bureau member
A cache of illegalammunition and weap- Hrant Margaryan’s statement claiming
onry belonging to Armenian Revolution- that they would ensure fair elections by
ary Party member Arshavir Karapetyan, enrolling thousands of volunteers have
framework for a comprehensive peaceand discovered by police on Thursday incoincided with the efforts of the police.
settlement,” the mediators said in aYerevan, has stirred suspicions of a new As aresult of similar diligence late
\ joint statement issued in Baku at the political “witch hunt”. last year “large amounts of drugs” were
of the United States, Igor Popov of the g of their latest round of regional The arsenal adjoining to a boiler discovered in possession of a number of
Russian Federation, and Jacques Faurgtije diplomacy. It was not clear if structure at Moldovyan 12 was found by Prosperous Armenia Party members,
of France) and Ambassador Andrzej ihey have made fresh modifications in law enforcement under Chief of Police four of them were taken under arrest,
Kasprzyk (Personal Representative Ofihe text of the proposed peace deal. Vova Gasparyan's leadership. Among which was qualified then as a “witch
the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office) said The mediators began the regionalthe discovered weaponry were morehunt” by PAP faction member, MP Naira
on Tuesday that they have presentedqr on Friday with talks with Sarkisian than 12 machine guns, sniper rifles, Zohrabyan.
the parties to the Nagorno-Karabakh, yerevan and proceeded to Karabakhthree anti-tank missiles, thousands of PAP members said that the “inqui-
conflictwith a plan of actions aimed at 4t the weekend. They met with Aliyev bullets, a great number of TNT explo- sitional processes” stopped when party
clearing the remaining hurdles to an |ate on Monday and Azerbaijan’s For- sives enough to blow up several build- leader Gagik Tsarukyan agreed to the
Armenian-Azerbaijani framework g Minister Elmar Mammadyarov the ings, expert say, etc. conditions of holding elections “by rules
peace accord. _ next day. Karapetyan, a Karabakh war vet- of civilized competition” suggested by

The mediators Saf"d the In their statement, U.S. envoy eran, is in custody, and a criminal casethe coalition and gave up his claims of
unpub’!|0|z.eq plan aims to “put iNt0 Ropert Bradtke, Russia’s Igor Popov has been filed against him that could putting forward single-mandate candi-
action” a joint statement that was iS- g France’s Jacques Faure said thegarry a three-year sentence if founddates at 41 election districts.
sued by Armenia's and Azerbaijan’s 415 discussed with the conflicting guilty. ARF is refraining from making any
president at their January 23 meeting inp 4 ries a draft “mechanism” for jointly Ashot Karapetyan, heading the comments yet, confirming only that
Sochi, Russia. , investigating ceasefire violations along criminal investigation department of RA Arshavir Karapetyanisindeed their party

Inthat statement, Presidents Serzhye Armenian-Azerbaijani border and Police, says the ammunition is “of un- member.

Sarkisian and llham Aliyev pledged t0 he more volatile “line of contact” precedented amount enough to arm a  Spartak Seyranyan in charge of
“accelerate the achievement of an agree

OSCE Minsk Group co-chairs inspecting the contact lines between
Armenian and Azeriforces

The Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk
Group (Ambassadors Robert Bradtke

! = " around Karabakh. whole battalion and the purposes still ARF press service doubts Karapetyan
ment on the Basic Principles” of a “In addition, the Co-Chairs dis- have to be determined”. has anything to do with the weapons.
Karabakh settlement putforward by the ¢ ;ssed humanitarian and people-to- The discussions and speculations “Arshavir Karapetyan is an ARF

Minsk Group co-chairs.

“Building on the two Presidents’
joint commitment to accelerate reach-
ing agreement on the Basic Principles

people contacts, which should be usedamong the political circles, however, are member. He’s fought in a war. What can
to promote mutual understanding more about the timing of the discovery — | say, he has nothing to do with the
among peoples of the region, and notwhy has it been discovered and thearsenal, but in any case let the prelimi-
- >'be politicized or manipulated to the information disclosed now, rather than nary investigation show. | don’t want to
the Co-Chairs proposed steps to assisferiment of the peace process,” addedhe purposes of the arsenal. express opinions. My assumption is that
the sides in furthering work on the e siatement. The ARF's recently active opposi- he is not related,” Seyranyan told
tion, boycotts at the parliament and ral- Panorama.am.

Armenia to Boycott Eurovision Show ACA Welcomes Congresswoman Judy Chu

in Baku
Continued from page 1 is running for the 27th Congressional
YEREVAN -- Citing an “anti- including those who would be included District historically represented by
Armenian” statement made by in the Eurovision delegation, are the Armenian Genocide. long-time friend of the Armenian-
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev, enemies of Azerbaijan. Therefore, it Congresswoman Chu strongly American community, Congressman

Armenia on Wednesday officially an- would make no sense to send ourencouraged participation of Armenian- Adam Schiff. The 27th Congressional
nounced its decision not to participate participant to a country where they Americans in grassroots activisminall includes the areas of Alhambra,
in Europe’s most popular song contestwould be received as an enemy. This isparts of the United States, so that theAltadena, Arcadia, Glendora, Monterey
that will be held in Baku in May. a matter of principle for us,” read the interests and concerns of our commu-Park, Pasadena, Rosemead, San

The Armenian Public Television, statement. nity are not overlooked or voted against Gabriel, San Marino, South Pasadena,
which selects Armenian participants “We are convinced that the atmo- due to pressures from the Turkish Sierra Madre, Temple City and parts of
for the annual Eurovision contest, at- sphere created by this and other anti-communities. She mentioned how de-Claremont, Monrovia and Upland.
tributed the boycott to Aliyev's March Armenian statements and actions can-<isions are being made all the time in The Armenian Council of America
1 remark that “the Armenians of the not ensure equal conditions for all sing- Washington with disregard to the in- iS a grassroots organization dedicated
world” are his nation’s main enemy. ers participating in Eurovision,”itadded. terests of the Armenian-American com- to work with all political leaders, of-

“Although the Azerbaijani authori- The organizer of the annual con- munities because of the lack of politi- fering Armenian related news, analysis
ties promised security guarantees fortest watched by tens of millions of TV calinvolvementin regions of the coun- and resources for policymakers, me-
all participating countries, Azerbaijan’s viewers, the European Broadcastingtry which lack sizeable populations of dia, students and activists, advocating
president ‘made an exception’ for one Union (EBU), was quick to express Armenian-Americans. issues important to Armenian Ameri-
of those countries several days ago,disappointment over the “unfortunate” The program concluded with a cans. The Armenian Council of America
declaring that Azerbaijan’s number one decision. question and answer session wheredims to strengthen U.S. — Armenia and
enemy is the Armenians scattered “We are truly disappointed by the the Congresswoman further pledgedU.S. — Nagorno Karabakh ties, the
around the world,” the state-run broad- broadcaster’'s decision to withdraw her support for Armenian-American development of programs promoting
caster said in a statement. from this year s Eurovision Song Con- causes and issues. sustainable economic growth and good

“We can conclude that the presi- test,” the contest s executive supervi- Congresswoman Chu is currently governance in Armenia, while promot-
dent of a Eurovision host country is sor, Jon Ola Sand, said in a statementepresenting the 35th congressionaling the values and responsibilities of
officially stating that all Armenians, posted on the EBU s website. district. Because of re-districting, she global citizenship.
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“Introductory Books on the Armenian Genocide”: Politics, Prose and Poetry

By Alan Whitehorn The topic of genocide is an ex- tographs. major impact in Turkey.
tremely difficult emotional and intel- While other more detailed schol- Given the focus on the Turkish
As we approach the 10@nemo- lectual journey to travel in a single arly works by Vahakn Dadrian, Rich- political-military decision-making elite
rial year of the 1915 state-sponsoredvolume; hence the attraction of break- ard Hovannisian and Taner Akcam areand its genocidal decisions, there is at
mass slaughter of Armenians in theing down the complex subject matter available on the Armenian Genocide, times less descriptive account about
Ottoman Empire, Armenians all over into more manageable steps. While The Burning Tigrioffers a very read- the enormous suffering of the Arme-
the world will be reflecting in an ever intended for a senior high school audi- able narrative and can serve as amijans. That was not the primary pur-
more somber fashion about the deadlyence, this is a well-crafted and bal- effective introductory volume for non- pose of this volume. The goal was to

fate of so many ancestors. As Arme-anced volume that would be an excel-Armenian readers. It is readily avail- document Turkish malevolent intent,

nians continue to seek to fully under- lent introduction for any adult. | con- able at many bookstores.
stand the causes for the horrific crimetinue to use the book with high school
of genocide, non-Armenians will also classes. Particularly useful for teach-
become more aware of the Genocide.ers, an electronic version can also be
With far less background on the his- downloaded from the Facing History
tory and the region, many will inevita- website: www.facinghistory.org/

bly ask their Armenian friends and
colleagues: ‘Which are the most help-
ful introductory books on the Arme-

nian Genocide?’. This is not always an
easy question to answer, but as w
approach 2015, it becomes an increas
ingly pressing and germane question.
This is not only so for non-Armenians,
but even for a younger generation of
diaspora Armenians. Five quite differ-
ent books come to mind as sugges-
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Taner Akcam, A Shameful Act:
PETER BALAKIAN The Armenian Genocide and the
P Question of Turkish Responsibility
(New York, Metropolitan Books, 2006;
ISBN: 13:978-09050-7932-6; 483
pages)
Taner Akcamis the leading Turk-
ish scholar writing on the Armenian

Peter Balakian, The Burning
Tigris: The Armenian Genocide and
America’s Response(New York,
019840-0; 475 pages).

Armenian-American poet, academic chival sources and offered innovative

primarily for three books on the Arme- currently occupies the Kaloosdian/

Harper Collins, 2003, ISBN: 0-06- Genocide. He is a remarkably brave
academic who has pioneered in the use
Peter Balakian is a well-known of extensive Ottoman and German ar-

and political history author. Known themes. As a professor of History, he

planning and responsibility. This vol-
ume achieves that educational goal
resoundingly.

That said, it does raise a question
that often arises in books on genocide.
To understand why such terrible events
occur, we must look at the causes.
Hence we need to analyze the percep-
tions, motives, plans and deeds of the
people who commit genocide. How-
ever, above all we need to understand
what the victims experienced and the
enormous impact of genocide, both in
the past and ongoing. To understand
the cause of genocide we must study
the perpetrators, but to really compre-
hend what genocide involves, we must
first and foremost listen to the voices
and words of the victims. As brave and
pioneering as Akcam is as a scholar,
his volume seems more suited as a
second, more advanced book to read,
not as an introductory account of the
Armenian Genocide. That said, this is
probably the best book for a Turkish
audience to read.

Robert F. Melson

Revolution

KD o

Facing History, Crimes
Against Humanity and Civilization:
The Genocide of the Armenians

(Brookline, Massachusetts, 2004, by his great uncle Grigoris Balakian), Dadrian the pioneering volumkidg-
ISBN: 0-9754125-0-7; 198 pages) Peter is a high-profile public figure mentatlistanbul: The Armenian Geno-
(Also available in electronic format who speaks eloquently on the Geno-cide Trials

from www.facinghistory.org/re-
sources/publications).

nian Genocide Black Dog of Fate Mugar Chair in Armenian Genocide
(1997),The Burning Tigrig2003) and  Studies at Clark University. Most re-

ben

0CI0C

Armenian Golgothg2009), the latter

cide.
Reflecting his literary training,

cently, he has co-authored with Vahakn

On the Origins of the

The title A Shameful Acis

> Armenian Genoeide
taken from a critical comment by

Facing History, based in Brookline the writing in The Burning Tigrisis

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk about the treat-

Massachusetts, is the pre-eminent edupoignant and profoundly moving. Many ment of the Armenians during WW 1.
cational organization preparing high Americanreaders have beeninfluencedAkcam’s book commences with the
school instructors on how to teach by this volume. Balakian divides the challenges facing the crumbling Otto-

ani the Holo sl

Robert Melson, Revolution and

about difficult topics such as the Holo- book into four major sections, com- man Empire and the bleak and bloody Genocide: On the Origins of the

caust, genocide, racism and intoler-mencing with the 1890s Hamidian Mas- fate of its non-Muslim population as
ance and how to foster human rightssacres and subsequent American huthe multinational Empire is radically
and democracy. manitarian relief efforts. The next sec- transformed into a nationalist Turkish

The book’s title reminds us of tion describes the Young Turks violent Republic. The Empire’s loss of its

the birth in May 1915 of the interna- revolutionary seizure of power and the Balkan lands was a traumatic shock

Armenian Genocide and the Holo-
caust(Chicago, University of Chicago
Press, 1992; ISBN: 0-226-51990-2;
363 pages)

Robert Melson, a survivor of

tional legal concept of “crimes against impact of World War | which hastened that unleashed a wave of desperate anghe Holocaust, is an illustrious, pio-

humanity”. The important new term the draconian sense of urgency, grow-angry Muslim refugees. Under the con-

was used to describe the Young Turking state secrecy and centralized coerditions of war, the Armenian question
deportations and massacres of Arme-cive planning for genocide. The heroic took on an urgent and dramatic turn.
nians. This book is used extensively in efforts of international witnesses such Akcam'’s focus is on the central-
both Facing History teacher work- as American Ambassador Henry ized decision-making of the revolu-
shops and by high school classes orMorgenthau, other diplomatic staff and tionary Young Turk ruling elite and
genocide in Canada and the Unitedmissionaries are described in the nexttheir draconian decision to commit

neering genocide scholar. He was a
distinguished professor of political
science and co-director of Jewish Stud-
ies Program at Purdue University.

His book was an early major
contribution to the literature on the
Armenian Genocide and is still highly

States. The book explores the psycho-section. The final portion notes the genocide. The documentary evidencecited in academic circles. It is an im-
logical and historical factors that gave seemingly doomed efforts of Woodrow offered is impressive, with a great pressive comparative volume which
rise to genocide and its devastatingWilson for a more just post-war world amount from Turkish primary sources. |ooks in depth at both the Holocaust of
consequences. The book is quite ef-and the precedent-setting, but largelylt is meticulous scholarship updated world War Il and the Armenian Geno-
fective and well tested in the class- ineffective Ottoman Courts-Martial in from a book Akcam originally pub- cide of World War I. This is a remark-

room. It is broken up into 47 smaller Constantinople. The epilogue deals withlished in Turkish in Ankara in 1999. aple volume with extensive documen-
manageable sections, with good use othe problem of continued Turkish gov- Despite the enormous number of foot-tation, a powerful analytical frame-
pictures, maps, posters, backgroundernmentgenocide denial and Americannotes, this English translation is well- work, and a wonderfully effective

information boxes and, at the end of complicity in this. The book is accom- written and is an important volume on writing style, that is no doubt en-

each chapter, thoughtful discussionpanied by a substantial collection of the Armenian Genocide. The Turkish

questions. heart-wrenching black and white pho- language version has already had a Continued on page 4
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Armenian Research Center at the University
of Michigan-Dearborn Publishes English
Translation of the Bois de Vincennes

DEARBORN, MICHIGAN—The [P
Armenian Research Center at the Uni
versity of Michigan-Dearborn has an- |
nounce the publication of the English |-
translation of the short novel of exile, S ===
The Bois de Vincennes, by one of the ;l 1y
prominent Armenian-French authors, [#Ha
Nigoghos Sarafian. Originally published [
in Armenian in 1947, the work is best &%
known by its French-language title, L%
which has been retained in this English[f 8 %
translation. Ably translated by Chris- [l
topher Atamian, this novel introduces | |
to the English-speaking world, the mind |
of one of the Armenian Diaspora’s a
most complex writers. The book also
features an introduction by Prof. Marc
Nichanian, who discusses Sarafian’s|
intellectual world.

MARCH 10, 2012

“Introductory Books on the Armenian
Genocide”: Politics, Prose and Poetry

Continued frompage 3

hanced by his personal experiences a
a child having fled genocide.

The book is divided into three
major historical sections. The first f

tions in the pre-revolutionary ancien
regime of the Ottoman Empire and
Imperial Germany. The second sec-
tion documents the violent revolution- !
ary goals and ideology of the Young & = 0 = R
Turk and Nazi parties. The concluding MTIITE] el
section compares the similarities and Tl 5
differences between the Armenian |
Genocide and the Holocaust and ex-f¢
plores the ruthlessly ambitious and

violent nature of revolutionary geno-
cidal regimes. Chapter #8 is often re-
printed justifiably in edited genocide

et =y
PETEWN BALENIATR

collections. It is one of the best com- fering of the Armenian people and the
parative summaries in existence of theneed of the survivors to bear witness.
Genocide on Sarafian. He lived in Paris two genocides. The family autobiography increasingly
from 1923 to his death in 1972 and waspublished, book-length translation. While the book is analytically travels back in time to his family’s
a member of the Menk (“We”) group The book’s publication was comparative, the format proceeds with roots in the Ottoman Empire and the
of Armenian-French writers who at- subvented through a generous grantone chapter on the desperate plight ofterrible turmoil of 1915. This personal
tempted to renew and redefine (in partfrom the Ajemian Foundation, in Armenians, followed by one on the Mmemoir prObe§ bene.ath the surface of
through their eponymous journal) Ar- memory of Robert Ajemian. The deadly fate of so many Jews. Due to@ peac_er| ordinary life in New J.ersey
menian identity in its new Diaspora Ajemian Foundation is a Michigan- the strong analytical framework em- Suburbia to reveal the almost hidden,
setting. This book is in some measurebased organization with an interest in ployed, the reader is successfully pulledbut powerful memories of genocide.
a way for Sarafian to come to terms promoting Armenian-American cultural along in the twinning of the case stud- ~ Vastnumbers like one and a half
with his own exile and the exile of the activity. ies. The Holocaust is the most known million are exceedingly difficult to com-
Armenian people in general. It is also The Bois de Vincennes (ISBN genocide and the comparison, both Ofpreh.end and can be num_bing for the
an extended meditation in and on the978-1934548-02-8 or 1-934548-02- similarities and differences, with the outsider. But personal far_mly accounts
Vincennes Woods, a park just outside2) is distributed by Wayne State Uni- Armenian Genocide is quite instruc- ¢an be prOfO'Unqu moving ang ex-
Paris, where he spent time in solitary versity Press and can be purchasedive, even for an advanced reader. tremely effective in c_:ommunlca_tmg to
contemplation. from national chain booksellers, spe- This is a book that | have often the reader the emotional magnitude of
Christopher Atamian, the trans- cial ordered from smaller bookstores, used as one of the core texts in mythe losses involved in genocidglack

lator of this work, is a New York- or ordered from major online retailers university classes on genocide. Dog of Fatehad a major impact on
based writer, filmmaker, and producer. like Amazon.com or Barnes & Noble. Melson’s book was praised by my many non-Armemans a_nd young
The Bois de Vincennes is his first The retail price is $20. students. If | were to strongly recom- Diaspora Armenians. Itreceived a glow-
mend only one book for Armenians to ing New York Timesecommendation
read on the 1915 genocide, this wouldand was reprinted in an expanded an-
probably be the volume | would select. niversary edition just over a decade
Part of the reason for this is that | havelater. It remains a classic introductory
found that too often Armenians lack a Paperback on the 1915 Genocide. For

. sufficient theoretical understanding of @ young teenage reader, it is an ideal
progress towards a resolution of the,o o mmon features and dynamics ofbook. For others, it can be a nostalgic

Karabakh conflict acceptable to Baku. . d quit : t about
. L . . genocide in general. And too frequently and quite moving account about an
cial Envoy for Ratification of the Turkey- The Armenian side denounced thatthey also display a woeful lack of adolescent coming of age and acquir-

Armenia Protocols.” The Special Envoy stance, arguing that neither documentSuﬁcicient knowledge of other geno- ing adult insight into one of the major
could have played a useful role in main-makes any reference to Karabakh. . .. This is the book that can ad-genocides of the ZOcentury. It is a

taining momentum, working the system Sarkisian froze the process ofArmeniandress'Such gaps and deficiencies. It ismemoir about a land of immigrants,
in Washington, and keeping the partiesprotocol ratification in April 2010 and .o powerfully effective volume for With so many heart-wrenching stories
focused on next steps rather than prehas since repeatedly threatened to scra . A menians to learn about the ter- Of what their ancestors have endured.

conditions,” he says. _ the Wes_tgrn-backe(_j deal altogether. fible sequence of events of 1915. We should learn and remember.
The 130-page text contains a de- Phillips, who is now a program

tailed description and analysis of the director at Columbia University’s Insti- Peter Balakian, Black Dog of We all need to better learn and

failed normalization process as well astute for the Study of Human Rights, Fate: A Memoir (New York, Broad- understand. These five books can pro-
events leading up to its effective launch essentially agrees with Yerevan on theWay 1997 ISBN: 0-7679-0254-8: 292 vide a helpful introduction to this pro-
months before Serzh Sarkisian took overconditions or linkage to NK,” he writes. 12" 978"0.465.91019-6- 357 pétges) " April 24, each Armenian family would

as Armenia’s president. Its author coor-“[Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip] P : ive a copv of one of these books to a
dinated the work of the Turkish-Arme- Erdogan, however, established a pre- Balakian'sBlack Dog of Fatés 9 o

) Mo o an earlier and quite different volume colleague, friend, public or school li-
nian Reconciliation Commission (TARC), condition when he went to Baku [in a

L than his political historyrhe Burning brary, more people would have a better
a U.S.-sponsored panel of retired diplo-2009] and stated thatthe ProtocolswouldTigris InZteadBIack Dgg of Fateisg chance to know and begin to under-

mats and other public figures, in 2001- notbe ratified unless Azerbaijan’s sover- 0. personal odyssey in which hestand how 1915 has defined so much

2004. eignty was restored.” Erdogan could jic.overs insi : : . fthe A i ti
: o : L ghts into his family his- Of thé Armenian nation.
The Swiss mediation, fully backed have ignored the vehement Azerbauanltory' It begins with Peter growing up

an? égcmathgdhby V;(Iashlngton_, ;ulr_nl}; proﬁes_;t_s hkadhh,i been “truly corlnmit_ted" seemingly as a typical sports-devoted Alan Whitehorn is author of a
.nag tmb © 2'803)“)]: |t<;5|q[n|ng|n turlcl tot ePthrI' Ish-Armenian normalization, o merican teenager, but gradually lay- number of books on the Armenian
In Lctober ot the two protocols says Fhillips. ers of the extended family history are Genocide, includingJust Poems: Re-

that commit Ankara gnd Yerevan to Turkish officials have clalm'ed.all pealed back to reveal the horrific suf- flections on the Armenian Genocide.
establishing diplomatic relations and along that the protocols make indirect

opening the Turkish-Armenian border. and implicit references to Karabakh. An former U.S. ambassador to Turkey, like- issue,” says Phillips. He cites other U.S.
Turkey had closed it at the height of the unnamed Turkish Foreign Ministry offi- wise told Phillips that the two issues diplomats as saying that Washington had
Armenian-Azerbaijaniwar for Karabakh, cial interviewed by Phillips is quoted in were not quite delinked. a “plan B” in case the Turks refused to
out of solidarity with Azerbaijan. the monograph as saying that there was “According to Jeffrey, Obama did unconditionally implementthe protocols.
Faced with an uproar from a “gentleman’s agreement” betweennot discuss de-linkage with [President But, he adds, “no fallback plan was

Azerbaijan, Ankara subsequently madeAnkara and Yerevan that bilateral ties Abdullah] Gul or Erdogan during his apparentotherthan convincing Sarkisian
clear that Turkey’s parliament will not and the Karabakh dispute “will be con- April [2009] trip. Instead of affirming to suspend rather than withdraw his
ratify the protocols until there is decisive sidered in parallel.” James Jeffrey, thede-linkage, Obama was silent on thesignature.”

In this book readers see the ef-
fect of exile caused by the Armenian

U.S. Scholar David Phillips Chides
Washington Over Turkey-Armenia Fiasco

Continued frompage 1
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