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Prosperous Armenia Party Will Not Enter US Secretary of State Clinton to Visit
Into Coalition With the Republican Party Armenia on June 4

YEREVAN -- The post-election Prosperous Armenia Party to partici- WASHINGTON, DC -- Secre-

political situation in Armenia took an pate in the formation of a coalition tary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton

unexpected turn Thursday when thegovernment,” Tsarukian’'s statement will travel to Denmark, Norway, Swe-

Prosperous Armenia Party (PAP), reads. den, Armenia, Georgia, Azerbaijan and

President Serzh Sarkisian’s main part- PAP got 30 percent votes as aTurkey from May 31-June 7. In

ner in the outgoing ruling coalition, result of the parliamentary elections andCopenhagen, Denmark, Secretary
announced that it will not join a new will possess 11 more seats (37 instead ofclinton will hold bilateral meetings with
government that will be formed soon. 26 lawmakers) atthe National Assembly senior Danish officials. She will also

PAP leader Gagik Tsarukian said of the fifth convocation. participate in the kick-off event for
that his party, the official runner-up in Tsarukian pointed to his pre-elec- Green Partnerships for Growth, a bi- §
this month’s parliamentary elections, tion assurances that he will “cherish lateralinitiative to promote green tech-
would not have sufficient power to the people’s trust” even at the expensenology through public and private sec- Clinton will discuss the State Depart-
deliver on “substantial changes” prom- of personal “losses.” “The PAP will tor partnerships. ment Annual Human Rights Report,
ised to Armenia if it were to become continue to play a weighty role in our The Secretary will travel to the according to Richard Giragosian, di-
part of Sarkisian’s new cabinet. country’s political life,” he added. “We Caucasus from June 4 to 7. In all theserector of Regional Studies Center.

“As aresult of parliamentary elec- will have a highly constructive, bal- countries, she will discuss important This year’s report, just like oth-
tions, Prosperous Armenia Party hasancing role and participation in the issues of regional security, democ- ers, mentions about weaknesses and
received nearly half a million votes. country’s political-public life.” racy, economic development and problems with state of human rights in
These people voted for PAP, trusting The announcement followed counterterrorism. Armenia.
us and demanding real, visible changesnore that two weeks of behind-the- In Armenia on June 4, the Secre- “Armenia has already passed the
in the socio-economic life. As a result scenes consultations reportedly heldtary willmeet with President Sarkisian test of elections. The elections could
of the elections PAP does not have aby the PAP and President Serzhand other senior Armenian officials. have been and should have been much
constitutional possibility to form the Sarkisian’s Republican Party of Arme- She will also meet with Armenian civil petter,” Giragosian said.
government and to implement its pro- nia (RPA). Coalition sources privy to society leaders.
grams. Based on the above, | officially While in Armenia, Secretary Continued onpage 4
declare that it is not advisable for Continued on page 2

Armenia Marks 94th Anniversary
of the First Republic

Congressman Adam Schiff Discusses Foreign Aid t
Armenia and Artsakh for Fiscal Year 2013
Read on Page 3

US State Department’s Report on Human

Rights in Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC -- The most
significant human rights problems in
Armenia were limitations on citizens’
right to change their government, free-
dom of speech and press, and the
independence of the judiciary, U.S.
State Department said on Thursday. U.5. DEP/

In its annual reports on human
rights practices around the world pre-
sented by Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, the department also noted the “Courts remained subject to po-
release in May-June 2011 of the lastlitical pressure from the executive &
Armenian opposition members remain- branch, and judges operated in a judi- SARTARAPAT -- President Serzh battle is currently seen as not only
ing in prison on controversial charges cial culture that expected courts to Sarkisian, accompanied by His Holi- stopping the Ottoman advance into the
stemming from the 2008 post-election find the accused guilty in almost every ness Karekin Il, Supreme Patriarch rest of Armenia but also preventing the
unrest in Yerevan. case,” it says, adding that only about 2and Catholicos of All Armenians, complete destruction of the Armenian

“The government released the percent of individuals charged with Speaker of Parliament Samvel Nikoian, nation. In the words of historian and
remaining six opposition members de- various crimes were acquitted by Ar- PM Tigran Sarkisian, MPs, ministers, researcher Christopher J. Walker, had
tained in connection with the 2008 menian courts last year. The acquittalambassadors, militaries, visited the Armenians lost this battle, "it is
clashes between security forces andrate stood at 0.9 percent in 2010. Sardarapat Memorial to participate in perfectly possible that the word Arme-
protesters disputing the outcome of The lack of judicial independence the festive events dedicated to the 94thnia would have henceforth denoted
the 2008 presidential election. Since haslongbeen linked with awidespreadanniversary of the 1st Independenceonly an antique geographical term."
April 28 the government began permit- torture of detainees reported by local of the Republic of Armenia and the 1918 marked a breakthrough in
ting demonstrations and opposition and international human rights groups. Battle of Sardarapat the Armenian history. People, who had
rallies in previously restricted areas of “While the law prohibits such President Sarkisian laid a wreath survived genocide, found strength in
the capital city, and all were held with- practices, members of the securityin honor of those who gave their lives themselves to restore the statehood
out incident, although demonstrators forces continued to employ them regu- in defense of the remaining part of the lost five centuries ago.
from outside of Yerevan at times were larly,” says the U.S. report. “Witnesses Armenian nation against an Ottoman Recalling some episodes of the
impeded in their attempts to travel to reported that police beat citizens dur-advance. The actual battle lasted fromheroic battles of Sardarapat, Bash-
rallies. ing arrest and interrogation.” May 21-29, 1918. Aparan and Gharakilisa, Doctor of His-

“The most significant human According to the State Depart- As part of the celebrations, tory, Professor Babken Harutyunian
rights problems [in 2011] were limita- ment, Armenian law-enforcement bod- Sarkisian visited pavilions represent- said that the May victories were cel-
tions on citizens’ right to change their iesinvestigated last year 35 complaintsing all villages of Armavir region, fea- ebrated thanks to a small group of
government, freedom of speech andof police brutality and in about half of turing their traditional cuisines, goods, Armenian regular forces and volun-
press, and the independence of thehose cases police officers involved culture and everyday life. teers. “We defeated the Turks due to
judiciary,” reads the extensive report Sardarapat was only 40 kilome-
on Armenia. Continuedonpage4 ters west of the city of Yerevan and the Continued onpage 4
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Senate Appropriations Committee Supports  Prominent Turkish Publisher Ragip Zarakolu
Continued Assistance for Armenia and Receives Armenian State Award

Nagorno Karabakh

WASHINGTON, DC -- The Sen-
ate Appropriations Committee has ap-
proved its version of the Fiscal Year
(FY) 2013 State, Foreign Operations
Appropriations Bill outlining U.S. fund-
ing and policy priorities abroad, in-
cluding Armenia and Nagorno
Karabakh.

The Appropriations Committee
recommended "assistance for victims
of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict in
amounts consistent with prior years,
and for ongoing needs related to the
conflict." In addition, the Committee
urged "a peaceful resolution to the
conflict” and the Bill itself made funds
available for "confidence-building mea-
sures and other activities in further-
ance of the peaceful resolution of con-
flicts, including in Nagorno Karabakh."

"The Senate Appropriations
Committee's inclusion of assistance to
Nagorno Karabakh advances impor-
tant US foreign policy and humanitar-
ian priorities in the region and will
provide for those most affected by this
conflict," said a spokesperson for Sena-
tor Mark Kirk (R-IL).

Sources familiar with the Bill
noted that funding for Armeniain terms
of economic and military assistance
mirrors the President's request, which
included the following: $27.22 million
in Economic Support Funds, $2.5 mil-

Senator Mark Kirk
Ragip Zarakolu delivers aspeechin Yerevan after receiving Armenian state award
The Bill also restated the six cus-
tomary exemptions for humanitarian YEREVAN -- Ragip Zarakolu, understand that recognizing and apolo-
and other assistance to Section 907 oprominent Turkish human rights cam- gizing fro it has become a precondition
the Freedom Support Act. Section 907 paigner and book publisher, received anfor establishment of democratic society
was enacted in 1992 and requires theArmenian state award on Tuesday forin the country.
Government of Azerbaijan to take "de- What President Serzh Sarkisian called a “Even after Turkey apologizes and
monstrable steps to cease all block-‘remarkable contribution”tointernational compensates [Armenians,] Armenians
ades and other offensive uses of force"recognition of the Armenian Genocide. and Turks can’t be as before,” he said.
against Armenia and Nagorno Zarakolu was among more than “Butwe can look to the future together.”
Karabakh. two dozen mostly Armenian scientists, Zarakolu, 63, rose to prominence in
Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT), writers and artists chosen for annualthe 1970s as a newspaper columnist and
Chairman of the State, Foreign Opera-presidential awards given by Sarkisian. editor highlighting human rights abuses
tions Appropriations Subcommittee He arrived in Armenia with his wife and committed in Turkey. He was twice im-
noted that while overall funding in this daughter to accept the prize less tharprisoned by military governments in An-
"bipartisan bill" is "$2.6 billion below two months after being released from kara before founding, together with other
lion in Global Health Programs, and the President's budget request, andorison pendir_\g trial on controver_sial pror_ninent Turks, thg Human Rights As-
$2.82 million in International Narcot- $1.2 billow below the Fiscal Year 2012 charges of aiding the ogtlawed Kurdistan sociation of Turke_y in 1986.
ics Control and Law Enforcement. level" atthe same time still "addressesWorkers Party (PKK) in Turkey. Aroundthattime, Belge began pub-

The Administration's request also called the priorities of Senators of both par- “His activities have been an excep- lishing books on taboo subjects such as
for $2.7 million in Foreign Military ties." tional mission,” Sarkisian said at the the Armenian genocide. Belge has since

Financing (FMF) for Armenia and al- Further action on this Bill and its awards ceremony held in the presidentialtranslated into Turkish more thanadozen
locates $600.000 each in Internationalcou”terpa”in the House of Represen-palace in Yerevan. “His struggle for books by Diaspora Armenian authors

Military Education Training (IMET). tatives has not been scheduled. conveying hl_st_oncal truth to the_TurIgs_h challenging the official Turkish version
society is a brilliant example of high civic of the 1915 events.

. . stance and courage.” At least two of those translations

French Senators Honor Armenian Genocide “Your presence here and accep-landed Zarakolu in court. A Turkish
Victims in Tsitsernakaberd tance of this prize today is also an act ofcourt ruled in June 2008 that the publica-
courage,” he told Zarakolu. tion of one of those books insulted “the

In his speech at the ceremony, institutions of the Turkish Republic.”
Zarakolu reaffirmed his belief that the The publisherreceived a suspended five-
ArmeniansGenocide must be acknowl- month prison sentence.
edged by modern-day Turkey. “Turkey Zarakolu was again arrested by the
must accept historical truth,” he said. Turkish police in October last year for
“Only in this way can Turkey regain its “knowingly aiding and abetting a terror-
self-respect.” ist organization” together with dozens of

“My generation knew what hap- other Turks. If convicted, he will face
pened and tried to conceal it. However,up to 15 years in prison. The European
the younger generation had to believeUnion and international human rights
this lie under certain conditions, which is groups have expressed serious concern
even worse. Koran says ‘Give up telling over the case.
lies first and always speak the truth,” Zarakolu was honored at the Ar-

The Senators alg the Turkish publisher said. According to menian National Library during his pre-
attended the Armenial him, Turkey has gone blind and deaf. vious trip to Yerevan in February 2011.
Genocide Museum-institute, parlia- denial of the Armenian Genocide add- “My country has turned into a Its director, Davit Sargsian, handed a
ment press service informs Armenianing that newly elected President cemetery of the dumb,” the Turkish medal to the publisher, praising his de-
News-NEWS.am. Francois Hollande also will be consis- intellectual stated adding that as thecades-long activism and thanking him

“| saw sorrow, loss and massa- tent in passing the bill. 100th anniversary of the Armenian geno-for donating dozens of books to the
cre, which documents testify. There “We are members of the Union cide approaches, Turkey must come tostate-funded library.
are people, who still deny the geno-for Popular Movement (UMP) sup-
cide, which brought forth the World porting former President Nikolas PAP Will Not Enter Into Coalition
War II,” Senator Marini wrote. Sarkozy and learned with interest about

Condemning the 1915 genocide Hollande’s intentions. We will be very Continued frompage 1 election plans.
organizers, the Senator claimed thatglad if a consensus is established on Today’s announcement opensthe
there are no contradictions betweenthe issue in France,” Senator Bernardthose discussions said earlier this weekdoor for speculation on whether former
French political powers on criminalizing Fournier said. that the two sides are close to striking president Robert Kocharian — consid-
. a new power-sharing deal. ered the “godfather” of PAP — will

’ . ; ; Tsarukian’s statement also did contest for president, as well as what
Al‘llle:llle:lllllfo - net not specify whom his party will sup- role former Minister of Foreign Af-
port in Armenia’s next presidential fairs Vartan Oskanian, who recently
election due in February 2013. The joined PAP will hold in the campaign
PAP leader has been reluctant to pub-that unofficially begins with today’s
licly voice support for Sarkisian’s re- statement by Tsarukian.

YEREVAN  --
French Senators Sop
Joissains, Philipp
Marini and Bernarq
Fournier, who were o
a two-days visit to Ar
menia, visited on Satu
day the Tsitsernakabe
Memorial Complex an
honored the memory o
the Armenian Genocid
victims.
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Interview:

Congressman Adam Schiff Discusses Foreign Aid to Armenia and Artsakh
for Fiscal Year 2013

areas of commerce, trade and en- muynity and advocate for Armenian
ergy. How will Armenia’s relation-  causes, what will you do to ensure
ship with Iran affect whether or not  that Armenia will receive an ad-
the amount of aid they receive? equate sum of foreign assistance?
CS: We are obviously very con- CS: | have been working with the
cerned about Iran. About the fact that oymenian community and some of the
itis a State sponsor of terror and thatjeader organizations to try to impress
it is proceeding with a nuclear pro- ypon my colleagues in congress the
gram against the demands of the Interimportance of moving forward with
national community and so it concernsipe language we have included in the
us when any country has a relationshipggreign Operations Bill. It certainly is
where they are supporting the Iraniang phigger challenge than any one person
economy, particularly in the energy or any one member of Congress, but
sector and this is something we aree have a pretty good team assembled.
going to have to continue to work on The Armenian Diaspora has been very
with Armenia. Armenia is in a pretty effective in making sure their voices
tough situation because itis landlockedg e heard through an incredible grass-
and blockaded by Turkey and roots campaign, reaching out, calling
Azerbaijan, so it has limited resources pempers, faxing them and | hope they

Congressman Adam Schiff with ACA representatives and access to energy and | think that'syj|| do the same when it comes to the
Chris Garsevanian and Sevak Khatchadorian something that the Administration cer- conference Committee. But through
tainly takes into consideration. As op- thjs joint effort, we can work and fight
WASHINGTON, D.C. — In a planto help those areas. So in each oposed to other countries that have &gy the best resources available.
recent interview with the Armenian the three areas we focused on, wegreat choice in where they obtain their ACA: Congressman, do you
Council of America (ACA), Rep. Adam were very successful. energy and who they do their businesshaye any last thoughts or messages
Schiff (D-Burbank) discussed the State ACA: You mentioned thatsome  with. that you would like to convey to the
and Foreign Operations Appropriations cuts were made to foreign assis- ACA: What would you say to  Armenian-American community?
Bill for fiscal year 2013 and its impact tance because of the economy. Has those who are opponents of foreign CS: We have had a very impor-
on foreign assistance to the RepublicArmenia or Artsakh been affected aid to Armenia and Nagorno- tant success this session with the pas-
of Armenia and to Nagorno-Karabakh. negatively in any way due to the Karabakh? sage of the Church’s Resolution in the
The following is a transcript of the economy? CS: Foreign assistance is a very Hoyse which calls on Turkey to ob-
interview: CS: Fortunately, thus far, no. We small part of our budget. Most people seryve human rights and restore and

ACA: Congressman, thank are only through one part of the pro- think it represents 10 percent or 15 return confiscated church properties
you for taking the time to speak cess. This is what is in the House percent of our budget, but it's a tiny tgthe Armenian church and that passed
with us today. Can you briefly dis-  version of what is in the State Foreign fraction of that and | think it is very \yith a strong, bipartisan vote. We are
cuss the State and Foreign Opera- Operations Bill. Many of these items important. It is in the highest ideals of very pleased to have that legislative
tions Appropriations Bill and how it are not in the Senate version and wherthe country that we help those that aregyccess, as well as the good progress
will guarantee foreign aid to Arme-  the two items pass, they will go into a less fortunate. It is also in our national \ye are making on the aid picture.
nia. Will that also include Nagorno-  Conference Committee and we're vot- security interest that we don’t allow | appreciate the friendship and
Karabakh? ing to fight for the House language. So countries to become Stateless, potenyood counsel and advice | get from the

Congressman Schiff: Sure and we are not yet at the goal line by anytial havens for terrorism. So | think community. It's really a pleasure to
the answer is Yes. We were successimeans, but in the House bill, Armenia that the American people have always\york and to represent the community
ful in maintaining a strong level of and Artsakh did better than almost anybeen supportive. It is much more dif- anq | enjoy that very much.
support for Armenia. Most of the for- other region in the sense that theyficult in strife economic times where
eign aid is being cut this year as aresultmaintained the level of funding in the there are a lot of pressing needs at The full text of the State and
of our diminished budget resources case of Armenia or increased funding home, but this is why it is a very small Foreign Operations Appropriations Bill
and foreign aid took a bigger cut thanin the case of Artsakh. That's quite a portion of our budget but | think an ¢an pe found by clicking on the fol-
most of the other parts of the U.S. rarity and goes against the grain of important one. lowing link: http://
budget. But nonetheless, we were ablewhat most other countries faced that ACA: Being a long-time friend appropriations.house.gov/News/
to maintain the same level of funding didn’t get specific appropriations, orif of the Armenian-American com- DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentlD=294389
for Armenia of about $40 millioninthe they did, were much reduced.
economic support funds. This was a ACA: That leads to the next ] ) )
very good victory. question. Countries like Afghani- l ).( )\X? N ] ( ) \ I ) N ( )\‘R

Inthe case of Nagorno-Karabakh stan, Egypt, Pakistan and the Pal- - ' 4 L '
we were even more successful. In theestinian authority had clear condi-
past, we have allocated funding only to tions which they had to adhere to in
see the State Department not use muclorder to receive any kind of fund-
of the funding that we have provided. ing. Will there be any such limita-
This year, we included language re-tions posed on Armenia and if so,
quiring the State Department to investwhat are they?
atleast $5 million in helping with some CS: There are no specific limita-
of the humanitarian concernsin Artsakhtions posed in the language of the
and that was incorporated in the Bill Foreign Operations Bill like the other
and that more than doubles assistanceountries mentioned. There are more
to Nagorno-Karabakh. general limitations applied to all of our

Finally, we followed up on a foreign assistance, the primary one
meeting | had with the President of the being that it has to be used for its
Republic of Georgia where | raised the intended purpose. If these funds are
issue of some of the Armenian en- allocated by the State Department, for
claves in that country and the needs ofexample, to help build an irrigation
the Armenian community there. He system or build a health clinic, then
expressed a willingness to work with they need to be used for that purposgq
us and make sure to use the resourceand they can't be stiffened off or be R E Available on the
that we're helping provide to improve misappropriated or misspent. But apart Warket App Store
the quality of life in those areas. This is from that very universal requirement,
now reflected in the State Departmentthere are no specific obligations at-
and Foreign Operations Appropriations tached to these funds. 1
Bill where we have language requiring ACA: It is no secret that Ar- maSS|SpOStC0m
the Millennium Challenge Corporation menia and the Islamic Republic of
and USAID to assess the situation inlran have had a mutually beneficial
those communities and develop an aidrelationship for many years in the
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William Saroyan's 104th Birthday

A ian Fund O R ted
rmenian fund Upens Renovate Celebrated in Fresno

Shushi Cultural Center
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SHUSHI -- A delegation of venerable cultural traditions.
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund, led by Commenting on the significance
executive director Ara Vardanyan, of- of the refurbished Shushi Cultural Cen-
ficiated the opening of a large, newly ter, Ara Boyajian said in his speech,
rebuilt section of the Shushi Cultural “Here is one more triumph that was
Center. The extensive renovation achieved through our united efforts,
project, the first leg of a two-phase of which I am so very proud. Projects
initiative, was made possible by the of this caliber, complemented by our
financial support of the fund’s Toronto faith in Shushi, will enable it to regain
affiliate. its former glory. Our only wish is that

The opening ceremony was at- you continue to live in this precious
tended by Narine Aghabalyan, land and help make it thrive.”
Artsakh’s minister of Culture and Youth The second phase of the Shushi
Affairs; Kajik Khachatryan, head of Cultural Centerrenovation projectwill
the Shushi Administration; various lo- include the refurbishment of a 450-
cal officials; guests; and numerous seat events hall and new landscapin
Shushi residents. throughout the grounds. This leg of

The cutting of the red ribbon was the initiative, slated to be completed
performed by Mkrtich Mkrtichian, within the next few months, is being
chairman of the fund’s Toronto affili- implemented with the financial sup-
ate; Ara Boyajian, SDHP representa- port of the government of Artsakh.
tive on the fund’s Board of Trustees; Following the opening cer-
Minister Aghabalyan; and Ohan emony, the fund’s delegation visited
Ohannessian, one of the benefactorshe Khachatur Abovyan School,
of the renovation project. which is currently undergoing a com-

The rebuilt section of the Shushi plete makeover. The project, made
Cultural Center will house the Mkrtich possible by funds raised at the 2011
Khandamiryan State Theater as wellasMoscow Gala and additional support
a puppet theater named after world-from the government of Artsakh, is
renowned filmmaker Atom Egoyan, nearing completion. Also to open
one of the sponsors of the renovationsoon are the school’s two fully fur- . . .
project and a longtime supporter of the nished computer rooms, which were ~ US Secretary of State Clinton to Visit Armenia
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund. The re- established through individual dona- _
built section will also be home to the tions to Armenia Fund USA, the Continuedfrompage 1 dent Saakashvili and hold discussions
Varanda Youth Choir and a smaller Hayastan All-Armenian Fund’s East- with a broad range of political actors
theater, and include classrooms forern U.S. affiliate. The expert is confident that dur- and civil society representatives.
painting, ballet, instrumental folk mu- Subsequently, accompanied by ing her visit Clinton will speak about The Secretary will travel on June
sic, and embroidery. Archbishop Pargev Martirosyan, pri- the need to deepen reforms. 6 to Azerbaijan to meet with President

“While Artsakh’s strength rests mate of the Artsakh Diocese, the del- “The timing of the visit is inter- Aliyevas well as Azerbaijani civil soci-
in its mountains, the strength of its egation visited the Ghazanchetsots Caesting, we will already have a new ety leaders. _
people restsin its culture,” said Mkrtich thedral as well as the Mariamyan Girls’ parliament and see what the new coa- ~ OnJune 7, the Secretary will co-
Mkrtichian in his address, stressing School, which was recently refur- lition will look like,” he added. chair the Global Counterterrorism Fo-
the role of a dynamic artistic environ- bished through the efforts of the gov- OnJune 5, the Secretary will open rum Ministerial in Istanbul, Turkey
ment in the revitalization of Shushi’s ernment of Artsakh. the U.S.-Georgia Strategic Partnershipand consult with senior Turkish offi-
Commission plenary session in Batumi, cials on a range of foreign policy chal-
Georgia. She will meet also with Presi- lenges, including Syria and Iran.

CLOVIS/FRESNO—The Charlie translated recitation in Armenian of
Keyan Armenian Community School Saroyan’s short story The Armenian
celebrated the 1@4birthday of ac- andthe Armenianby CKACS'and &
claimed writer and native son of Fresnograders. Younger students also read
William Saroyan with a viewing of the their own stories about Saroyan and
award winning documentary Saroyan, their aspirations of becoming writers.
the Man, the Writer. CKACS students Winner of the 1995 Gold Award,
and families welcomed the film's Saroyan,the Man, the Writer is an excel-
writer/director Paul Kalinian and his lent biographical account for both
daughter and producer Dr. Susie Saroyan aficionados and those unfamil-
Kalinian. iar with the life of the author, playwright,

As described in his essay How | and humanitarian. In creating the film,
Shot Saroyan, photographer Paulthe Kalinians gathered numerous photos
Kalinian remembered how in 1976 he and memorabilia of historical Fresno and
first met Saroyan at the studio of the Saroyan’s career. These stillimages are
‘%araz Samuelian, the noted sculptor ofcomplimented by home movies clips
Fresno’s David of Sassoon statue.from his family life and travels to Arme-
Saroyan at first refused to be photo- nia as well as by Susie Kalinian's touch-
graphed, telling Kalinian to “get lost.” ing recreations of Saroyan'’s childhood.
In the end, the photographer’s persis-Actor Mike Connor narrates the docu-
tence won out. Kalinian gained mentary, although a good portion of the
Saroyan’s trust and, with his camera, film’s audio is Saroyan himself—speak-
captured the essence of the 67 year oldng in both English and Armenian in
author in a series of portraits. In 1991, recorded interviews.
one of the photographs from this col- Following thefilm, the Kalinians’
lection was adapted into commemora-entertained questions from the stu-
tive stamps in both the United Statesdents and parents and presented the
and Soviet Union. school with one of the original Saroyan

The evening program included a portraits from the 1976 album.

US State Department’s Report on Human Rights

Armenia Marks 94th Anniversary

Continued frompage 1 coverage of Armenian TV and radio
stations. “Most stations were owned Continued from page 1 that must be drawn from the loss of
were subjected to disciplinary action. by politicians in the ruling party or the first republic? First of all it was the
None of them was apparently pros- politically connected businessmen our unity,” he told reporters today. |ack of regular army, a shortcoming
ecuted or fired. and presented one-sided views of Dean of the History Faculty of thathasbeen corrected today, Minasoan
“Authorities continued to arrest events,” it said. the Yerevan State University Edik g3jd.
and detain criminal suspects without Its report also points to an up- Minasian also emphasized the impor- Historian Babken Harutyunian, in

reasonable suspicion and to detain in-surge in libel lawsuits filed against tance of unity in the May victories. tyrn, emphasized the importance of
dividuals arbitrarily due to their oppo- media outlets over the course of 2011.However, the first republic existed for pyrsuing a correct economic policy
sition political affiliations or political “The government decriminalized libel just 2.5 years. Which are the lessonsangd having a strong army.
activities,” says the report. and defamation but established high

i '_I'he State Depz_i_rtment falso new civil fines that encouraged 10U T Read full report at: http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rIs/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/
highlighted the authorities’ continu- nalists and media outlets to practice index.htm?dynamic_load_id=186326#wrapper
ing strong influence on the news self-censorship,” it says.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
(RFP 7559)
EXTERMINATION/ PEST
CONTROL SERVICES

The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles invites pro-
posals from qualified extermina-
tion firms to provide Pest Control
Services to 6,529 multi-family
residential units, managemen
offices, and community center
at various locations owned by the
Authority. Copies of the RFP mayj
be obtained online beginning May
18, 2012 at www.hacla.org/ps. Prd
posals will be accepted at The Hou
ing Authority of the City of Los
Angeles located at 2600 Wilshirg
Blvd., 4th floor, General Services
Department, Los Angeles, CA
90057, until 10:00 A.M., June 23

2012
5/31, 6/7/12
CNS-2316400#
MASSIS WEEKLY

14

INVITATION FOR BIDS
(IFB) NO. 1717-A
HARDWOOD FLOOR
REPAIRS AT VARIOUS
PUBLIC HOUSING
DEVELOPMENTS

The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles invites ven
dors to submit firm fixed price
bids for Hardwood Floor Repairs
at various public Housing Devel
opments. Copies of the IFB ma
be downloaded from the internet
at www.hacla.org/cgs Bids will be
accepted by the General Service
Department at 2600 Wilshire Bou-
levard, 4th Floor, Los Angeles
CA 90057, until 2:00 P.M., Pacifid
Daylight Saving Time, Junel5

2012
5/31/12
CNS-2316360#
MASSIS WEEKLY
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ES 20 - GUPUMG, 3NFLPU 2, 2012

July 28, 2012 - August 5, 2012

OPENING CEREMONY VICTORY BALL

Sunday July 29th, 2012 Saturday August 4th, 2012
Pasadena Community College, Pasadena, CA Universal Studios Backlot (Spartacus), CA

for additional infomation
Tel: 626.794.7942 [ Email: info®agbugames.com
www.agbugames.com




