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OSCE Calls for Withdrawl of Sl’lipCl‘S Vartan Oskanian Target for Money
from Conflict Zones Laundering Investigation
YEREVAN -- The OSCE Chair- When they meet in Paris next week. puaram e
person-in-Office, Ireland’s Deputy “We in Ireland know all too well

Eamon Gilmore, on Tuesday urged theWe know how hard itis to resolve such

flict to withdraw snipers from the “line €N Iréland peace process. “From our
of contact” and jointly investigate €XPerienceitisessentialtohaveacleaf

ceasefire violations there. and determined policy not to yield to
Gilmore made the appeal in Violence or the temptation to retaliate.

Yerevan after talks with his Armenian €ourage, perseverance and meaning W
counterpart Edward Nalbandian. The ful engagement are called for.” L
Karabakh dispute and, in particular, ~ On the weekend the European NSESEESE S
last week’s deadly fighting in the con- Union added its voice to international
flict zone were high on their agenda. concerns about the latest upsurge in
“| strongly condemn the recent fighting along the Armenian-Azerbaijani
violent incidents. This conflict will not border and around Nagorno-Karabakh
be resolved by the use of force. Theand urged the_conflicting parties to
cycle of violence must stop,” stated reSpect ceasefire. _ YEREVAN -- Vartan Oskanian, & ceedings against Oskanian and Civilitas.
Gilmore. “This is the same message | “The High Representative calls former foreign minister highly critical But it declined to comment further.
will deliver in Azerbaijan on Thursday. ON both sides strictly to respect the of Armenia’s government, has been Oskanian insisted that Civilitas’s
The time has come to build trust: this ceasefire anq exercise restraint on thesuymmoned to the National Security activities have always been transpar-
requires will and commitment on the ground and in public statements in Service (NSS) for questioning in a ent and legal. “Since its first days in
part of all those involved to seek peace_norderto prevent a further escalation of criminal investigation which he de- 2008, the Civilitas Foundation's pro-
“After the latest reports of seri- the_ situati_on, which has been deterio-nounced as politically motivated on grams have been supported by the
ous escalation and armed incidents the'@ting during the last several months,” Monday. governments of the Netherlands and
sides need to take positive steps,”a spokesperson for EU foreign policy In a written statement, Oskanian Poland, the foreign ministries of Nor-
Gilmore told a joint news conference chief Catherine Ashton said in a week- said the NSS has opened a criminal casquay and Germany, the international
with Nalbandian. He expressed hope€nd statement. onmoney laundering allegedly involving development organizations of Swit-
thatthe Armenian and Azerbaijani for- “Threat or use of force as well as himself and the Civilitas Foundation, a zerland and the UK, the US Embassyin
eign ministers will make progress to- the Sta_tus quo do nOt_ C_OntribUte_ 1o ayerevan think-tank which he founded Yerevan, the OSCE Yerevan Office, as
wards agreeing on a mechanism forregolutlon of the persisting conflict,” and headed until recently. well as other well-known organiza-
joint investigation of truce violations Said the statement. “I find it strange and astonishing tjons, corporations and individuals,”
that my work and tt)hel\_N(ID(rkdOf Civilitas he said. “This has been public informa-
. syt can in any way be linked to money tion. The government agencies of the
Israeli Knesset Debates Recogmtlon of laundering orillegally acquired funds,” Republic ngrmenia clegrly could not

Alomenian Genocide he said. “Even more astonishingis thathgve been ignorant about these rela-
such aquestionis being raised at atimgjonships.”
when | have entered politics.” Civilitas's four-year activities
“It is obvious to me that the have focused on the analysis of politi-
criminal case that has been opened igal and economic developments in and
politically motivated,” he added. around Armenia as well as public dis-
The NSS, which is the Armenian cuyssions featuring politicians, intel-
successor agency to the Soviet KGB|ectuals and other public figures. The
and normally deals with very serious think-tank also launched an Internet

criminal cases, confirmed the sum- TV station targeting mainly young Ar-
mons and the launch of criminal pro- menians last September.

Armenia Reports Sharp Rise in Citizenship
Applications From Syria

YEREVAN -- Thousands of eth- ment, some 300 of them have been

JERUSALEM -- The Israeli par- world. But as ties have frayed under nic Armenians from Syria have applied granted Armenian residency permitsin
liament debated Tuesday whether tothe Islamic-oriented rule of Turkish for Armenian citizenship since the out- the last two years.
commemorate the Armenian genocide,Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, break of the bloody unrestin the Middle It is not yet clear just how many
a sensitive issue that could furtherthat has changed. Eastern country, immigration officials members of the Syrian-Armenian com-
aggravate the country's strained rela- Parliamentary speaker Reuvenin Yerevan revealed on Wednesday. munity have already relocated to the
tions with Turkey. Rivlin denied the debate was related to Armen Hakobian, deputy head country of their ancestors to flee the

Israel's Environmental Affairs the deteriorating ties with Turkey. of the Department on Passports andworsening crisis in Syria.

Minister Gilad Erdan, a close ally of "The Turks will definitely be an- Visas at Armenia’s national police, The affluent community num-

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, gry, but there is no intent to provoke, told RFE/RL’'s Armenian service bering between 40,000 and 80,000
said that the Jewish state ought toonly to remember," he told Israel's (Azatutyun.am)thatthe immigration people was until recently largely unaf-
change its policy and recognize the Army Radio. "The free world must service received more than 3,000fected by the bloodshed because of
1915 mass killings of Armenians by remember, to learn the lessons so itsuch applications last year and morebeing concentrated in the relatively
Ottoman Turks as an act of genocide.won't happen again." than 1,500 of them in the first quar- safe cities of Aleppo and Damascus.

"I think it is definitely fitting that Israeli lawmakers voted that the ter of this year. He said only 422 But with the situation in the country
the Israeligovernment formally recog- issue would face further debate in theSyrian nationals filed such requestsdeteriorating by the day, Syrian Arme-
nize the Holocaust perpetrated againsteducation committee. Any parliamen- in 2010. nians began taking refuge in Armenia
the Armenian people,” Erdan said.  tary decision on the issue would not be Hakobian confirmed that Syrians late last year and early this year.

For years, Israel has refrained binding on the government. of Armenian descent account for the “There are now fears about send-
from taking up the issue for fear of Yigal Palmor, a spokesman at vast majority of the applicants. Ac- ing children to school,” said Petros, a
angering Turkey, which until recently cording to Artur Sahakian, another
was its closest ally in the Muslim Continuedonpage4 senior official at the police depart- Continued onpage 4
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Clinton Warns of “Disastrous’ Fallout U.S. Ambassador: 2015 Will Be Opportunity
as Clashes Continue Between for Turkey to Normalize Ties With Armenia

Armenia and Azerbaijan

ISTANBUL --
American Ambassadc
to Armenia John Heffer
has said 2015 will be g
opportunity for Turkey
toimprove relations wit
Armenia, adding that
will be animportant yeg
for both sides, Today
Zaman reported.

“Hopefully Turkey
and Armenia will find &
way to make 2015 anys Ambassador to Armenia John Heffern
inclusive affair and part
of a constructive process. 2015 will be macy is the right path to reconcilia-
a sensitive year. Therefore, it will be an tion,” said Heffern.
opportunity to bring two nations to- The ambassador also touched
gether,” said Heffern, adding there wasupon the further two tracks he recom-
great anticipation of 2015 in Armenia. mends be run by the two countries.

BAKU/YEREVAN —U.S. Secre- described as a failed Azerbaijani attempt “2015 should be a year of win- The second track involves economic
tary of State Hillary Clinton warned of to seize some of its frontline positions win for both countries, not win-lose,” measures, including the reopening of
possible “disastrous consequences” ofsoutheast of the territory. In a statement,said the ambassador. In an interviewrailroads between Kars and Gyumri.
escalating violence in the Nagorno- it warned that further ceasefire viola- with Today's Zaman, Heffern stated “If the railroad reopens there will be a
Karabakh conflict zone on Wednesday tions by Azerbaijani troops could lead to that relations between Turkey and Ar- tremendous boost in trade and tour-
amid continuing deadly fighting between “unpredictable consequences for menia were not important solely for ism,” said Heffern, adding that the
Armenian and Azerbaijani forces. Azerbaijan.” the sake of the two nations involved railroad could be opened without open-

Speaking after talks with Three other Armenian soldiers were put also for the Unites States. He rec-ing the full border.

Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliyev in shot dead at the westernmost section obmmended three tracks to be taken The third track outlined by
Baku, Clinton said she is “deeply con- the Armenian-Azerbaijani frontier on between the two countries: “The first Heffern was the reconciliation of
cerned about the danger of escalatingMonday just hours before Clinton ar- track is the ratification and the imple- the people and cross-border ex-
tension, which could have unpredictablerived in Yerevan for the first leg of her mentation of the protocols, which is changes. “We [the U.S.] will con-
and disastrous consequences.” regional tour. the key and primary track. The U.S. tinue to stimulate cross-border ex-

“This cycle of violence and retali- Clinton expressed concern at “the hopes both sides will ratify and imple- changes between journalists, stu-
ation must end, she said,” according tosenseless deaths of young soldiers anghent the protocols, which have al- dents and businesspeople,” he said.
the AFP news agency. innocent civilians” after talks with Presi- ready been signed.” Meanwhile, Turkish Foreign Min-

The warning followed a series of dent Serzh Sarkisian. “The use of force “[The United States'] primary ister Ahmet Davutoglu reiterated that
deadly skirmishes along the “line of Will not resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh goal is to bring about reconciliation the Turkish-Armenian relations won't
contact” around Nagorno-Karabakh and conflict and therefore force must not be between Turkey and Armenia,” said be normalized “until Armenian forces
Armenia’s border with Azerbaijan that used,” she said. “We are calling on Heffern, adding the U.S. had notceasedeave the occupied territories of

Hillary Clinton and llham Aliyev

left at least nine soldiers dead on botheveryone to renounce force as well asto support the protocols. Azerbaijan”. In addition, in these days
sides. refraining from violence.” Heffern also touched upon in- in the Turkish city of Trabzon, the
One Armenian soldier was killed At least five Azerbaijani soldiers creasing tensions that rose along theforeign ministers of Turkey, Azerbaijan
and three others wounded early ondied in a single combat incident the Azerbaijani-Armenian border, result- and Georgia signed an agreement on
Wednesday in what Karabakh’s army following morning. ing in the deaths of soldiers from both energy cooperation, again bypassing
sides. “Nagorno-Karabakh is indeed Armenia.
Activists Fined For Yerevan Park Protest an important issue between Armenia At a joint press conference the

and Azerbaijan. The recent clashesforeign minister of Turkey, a country
YEREVAN -- A court in Yerevan saying they are “not quite nice.” The alongthe Azerbaijani-Armenian border that occupied the northern part of
has fined four environmental activists activists, among them filmmaker Tigran show that Nagorno-Karabakh is a criti- Cyprus nearly four decades ago, again
for scuffling with police during recent Khzmalian and political analyst Manvel cal issue and that the status quo is notalled “unacceptable” the “occupation
protests against the controversial con-Sargsian, were taken to court despite thatacceptable to either side,” said Heffern.of 20 percent of Azerbaijani territo-
struction of kiosks in a small public park Inarulingannounced late on Tues- Heffern stated that the U.S., ries”. “Frozen conflicts can turn into a
in the city center. day, Armenia’s Administrative Court through the Minsk Group had tried to hot spot any moment. Itis very impor-
The activists are members of a self- found them guilty of disobeying police find a peaceful solution to the dispute. tant that instead of freezing the con-
styled “dismantling brigade” that joined orders and fined each of them more thari'There is no other solution but a peace-flict a speedy solution to it be sought,”
dozens of young Armenians who held 50,000 drams ($120). All four men re- ful one. The U.S. believes that diplo- said Davutoglu.
daily demonstrations in Mashtots Park jected the ruling, saying that they will not

earlier this year. On April 15 they broke paythe fines andwill consider appealingit. Armenian Defense Ministry Hosts
through police barriers in an attempt to “It's a public area and they had no .
tear down the incomplete structures. Theright to protect the illegal construction International Conference
police used force to push them out. there,” Manvel Sargsiantold RFE/RL’s
The incident took place two weeks Armenian service (Azatutyun.am) on YEREVAN -- The sixth annual

before President Serzh Sarkisian toldWednesday. He said President Sarkisian'$onference of education specialists of|
municipal authories to remove the more order showed that the protesters werehe Partnership for Peace Consortium

than one dozen kiosks built in the park, right. of Defense academies and securit
studies institutes kicked off on June 12§

. . . at Armenia’s Defense Ministry.
Conference in Yerevan Dedicated to Protection According to the Defense

of National Minority Rights Ministry’s press release, this year's _
conference entitled “New students, |

YEREVAN -- Representatives of ethnic minorities and the government camew methods and new assessments” i®avit Tonoyan, General-Major, head
together to discuss the framework convention on the protection of the rights of @ed at holding discussion on new of National Strategic Research Insti-
national minorities, which identifies the positive trends and the existing problemapproaches and methods on defenséute Hayk Kotanjyan and others gave

The national minorities and most of the population are tolerant towards eastd military education and training.  opening remarks.
other, the Public TV and Public Radio broadcast programs for the ethnic minorities, Representatives of Armenia, Al- Rating high the conduction of
there are almost no problems in the field of education, including higher education liheia, Belarus, Canada, Czech Repubsuch like events in Armenia, Davit
convention notes. lic, Georgia, Germany, Kazakhstan, Tonoyan said; “For eliminating threats

"The discrimination against ethnic minorities should be excluded, the spediathuania, Macedonia, Mauritania, and challenges we must be coopera-
status of representatives of national minorities should be taken into consideratioélaklova, Poland, Romania, Serbia, tive first of all from intellectual point of
they are considered cut off from their land, and face the danger of losing their identifpntenegro, Ukraine, the USA are view. This cooperation may be a vital
language and culture,” said Vardan Astsatryan, Department of National Minority gmatticipating in the event. factor for combating fragile security
Religious Affairs Head of the Government Staff. First deputy defense minister environment Armenia is facing.”
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Obama Urged to Encourage Turkey to
Acknowledge Armenian Genocide

Taner Akcam Speaks at Christian Solidarity International (CSI)
Event on the Future of Religious Minorities in the Middle East

Taner Akcam

WASHINGTON and ZURICH, the tradition of Turkish and Islamic
(PRNewswire-USNewswire) -- Taner Supremacism if it is going to gain the
Akcam, Professor of History at Clark confidence of non-Muslim minorities
University, has urged President Obamaand non-Turkish communities and be-

Massis weekly

Matthew Bryza:
From Oil Policy to the Oil Business

By
Giorgi Lomsadze
eurasianet.org

were worrying, re
assured tha
Caucasus celebrit
Matthew Bryza, thg
never-confirmed
former US ambassa
dor to Azerbaijanf
has, according .
Azerbaijani mediaf s
"found a new job.]
Or, as one NEWS OUlyatthew Bryza
let from Azerbaijani

enemy Armenia, put it:

"The pushingforwardan Azerbaijan-Europe
Azerbaijanis found a job for Bryza.” energy corridor that bypasses Russia.
Bryza, a household name for ev- To many anti-Bryza-ites, the
eryone in (or with an interest in) the Turcas Petrol board post will only
Caucasus, left Baku in 2011 after theappear confirmation that the career
US Senate, with active prodding from diplomat truly was one of Baku's best

and his European allies to encouragecome a source of regional democraticArmenian Diaspora lobbyists, failedto buddBut some opponents of the

"Turkey to acknowledge the Armenian Stability, rather than repression.
Genocide, and to follow the post-Ho- Turkey's Islamist Prime Minis-
locaust example of Germany by mak- ter, Recep Tayyib Erdogan, persists in
ing appropriate compensation for lives denying the Genocide process, which
and property." has reduced the country's Christian

Dr. Akcam made this plea last Populationfrom approximately 30% in

uphold his appointment as US ambas-Azerbaijani government have another
sador to Azerbaijan. beef. They complain that the 48-year-
But Washington’s longtime point old Bryza's spot on the Turcas Petrol
man for the Caucasus has not gone farboard is additional proof that Wash-
He will stay close at hand to serve onington is primarily interested in
the board of directors of Turkey's Azerbaijan’s hydrocarbon riches, but

week while contributing to CSI's spring 1914 to less than 1% today. He hasTurcas Petrol, an oil company affili- could care less about the massive hu-
2012 conference series on The Futurdurthermore sought to use religion as aated with Azerbaijan’s state oil and gas man rights violations in the country.

of Religious Minorities in the Middle last line of defense with the claim that

East. (See www.formime.ch for vid- “it is not possible for a Muslim to
eos of Akcam's lectures in English and commit genocide.”
Turkish.) Taner Akcam is the first scholar

Akcam said Turkey's willingness ©f Turkish origin to publicly acknow!-

giant, SOCAR. One UK-based opposition activist
In opposing Bryza's appointment told The Huffington Post that the current
to Baku, Diaspora lobbyists took strong proposed US ambassador to Azerbaijan,
issue with what they claimed was his Richard Morningstar, a former special
bias in Azerbaijan's favor -- a charge Eurasian energy envoy, just underlines

to recognize the Genocide, in which edge the massacres, forced deportahe hotly denied. Bryza, as a deputy how "oil-soaked" relations between the

approximately 1.5 million Christians — tions and assimilation of Turkey's
mainly Armenians and Assyrians —per- Christians during World War | as Geno-

ished, and to provide compensation, iscide. His latest book, based on the
a litmus test of its fitness to fulfill its Ottoman Archives in Istanbul, demon-

advisor to the president and secretarytwo countries actually are.

of state on Caspian-Basin energy policy Morningstar has yet to secure
and, later, as Deputy Assistant Secrethe Senate's approval, but, if some-
tary of State for European and Eur-thing goes awry, it looks like the

aspiration for Great Power status andstrates that the Genocide was pre-asian Affairs, played a key role in region’s oil and gas sector is hiring.

leadership in shaping the destiny of themeditated, planned and executed on

Middle East. Turkey's Foreign Minister orders from the Turkish Government,
Ahmet Davutoglu calls for the "reinte- and aimed at creating "ethno-religious
gration" of territories in Syria, Greece, homogenization.”

Bulgaria, and Georgia with Turkey —a Dr. John Eibner, the CEO of
policy often referred to by political CSI-USA, observed that Prof. Akcam's
commentators as New Ottomanism.research was "a chilling reminder of
(Davutoglu, "Vision 2023: Turkey's
Foreign Policy Objectives," London,
November 22, 2011.)

Launching his new book, The

Young Turks' Crime against Human-
ity: The Armenian Genocide and Eth-
nic Cleansing in the Ottoman Empire,
(Princeton, 2012), Akcam noted that ments today."
"under the Islamic law of the Ottoman CSlhasissued a Genocide Warn-
Empire, Christians were not allowed to ing for endangered religious minorities
become fully equal," and that "it was, in the Islamic Middle East, and has
in fact, impossible for equality to be
realized under the Islamic law of the make their survival a priority as the
Empire." The Turkish Republic, Akcam United States responds to the Middle
maintains, has to break decisively from East's ongoing political turmoil.

gious supremacism." Eibner called on
Christians to "join others of good will

to stand in solidarity with all endan-
gered religious minorities of the Middle
East that face violence from Islamic
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the consequences of ethnic and reli-

supremacist governments and move-

called on President Barack Obama to

Descendants of Armenian Genocide Victims
to Receive $2.1M

tion filed in court.

Glendale-based attorney Vartkes
Yeghiayan had originally requested a

About $2.1 million finally willbe  review of all 13,000 claims made to a
paid out from a compensation fund for compensation fund set up by France-
descendants of Armenian Genocidebased insurer AXA S.A. to look for
victims that had been ensnared in liti- possible discrepancies, but his attor-
gation for more than a year. ney, Roman Silberfeld — along with

During a hearing Monday, U.S. attorneys Mark Geragos and Brian
District Judge Christina Snyder said if Kabateck — reached an agreement
attorneys agree on the plan, checks tcearlier this year requiring only that
about 100 claimants should be cut. claims for $15,000 or more be re-

“Let's getthatdone sooner, rather viewed.
than later,” she said. The checks signed by Boyajian

The deal on the payout, reachedand Associates totaled about $312,000,
between a group of attorneys whoaccording to the motion filed by
have sparred over control and ac-Silberfeld.
counting of the fund, comes after the Silberfeld cites two claimants
firm Holthouse, Carlin and Van Tright who had checks made out to them but
verified the claims. that were cashed by Boyajian. When

There should be about $700,000 contacted, they said they did not au-
remaining in the fund after the payout, thorize anyone to deposit the checks
with some claims still pending. on their behalf.

During the review by Holthouse, In an interview after the court
Carlin and Van Tright, however, ac- hearing, Boyajian said he deposited six
countants found 17 checks that werechecks into a trust fund — a move that
endorsed by “Boyajian and Associ- was authorized by his clients.
ates,” headed by attorney Berj Boyajian, The money in the trust fund will
even though they were made out toeventually go back to his clients or
other individuals, according to a mo- their beneficiaries, Boyajian added.
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Professor Thomas Mathews Probes Catherine’s Monastery in Sinai sur- said, adding that the Crucifixion “is the
. . vived because of the dry climate, andfirst and most formidable problem of
Armenian Art on the International Stage because the monks protected them. theology. And this ‘Christ in Glory’

There were stone icons in Arme- iconography is found from Egypt, Pal-
nia which due to their weight did not estine, Syria, Anatolia, Armenia and
travel, and their iconography was in- Constantinople to Rome.”
spired by the wood icons transported Armenia is part of this larger
to Armenia. The stone relief in the world of the international style which
Odzun church which is made of dif- centers on this concept of Christ on
ferent stone than the rest of the churchthe cross. Mathews believes that the
dates before the 8th century, the scholaiconography for the Dvin relief was
said. “This relief was widely used in based on a 2nd century wooden trip-
the Byzantine world.” There is a carved tych from Egypt. This would explain
relief on a four-sided stone how theiconography of the horses got
steleatHarichavank where Mother Mary to Dvin: on a wooden icon — the
is wearing a necklace, and which hasCrucifix icon in glory on a cross with
been compared with the necklace ona pair of horsemen. It traveled on
the Maria Regina icon in Rome, 561 —wood from Egypt to Armenia.

579. There is also archeological For Armenia, “there aren’t an-

evidence of stone reliefs at Louvre, cient treatises. There is art and sculp-

France which were copies of Christian ture. However, iconography in Arme-

icons, and inspired by the wood icons nia still has to be investigated,” he said

in Armenia.“Obviously all thisiconog- in conclusion.

By Florence Avakian which has been translated by the re-raphy circulated because they were Following a brisk question and
nowned scholar Dr. Sirarpie Der painted on wooden panels.” answer period, Mark Momijian, the

COLUMBIAUNIVERSITY, NY- Nersessian. An article on this very DVIN CRUCIFIXIONISMOST Chairman of the Columbia Armenian
-- Professor Thomas F. Mathews, important treatise was published a fewCOMPLETE VENERATING IMAGE  Center Board of Directors, who with
Emeritus Professor at New York years ago by Professor Matthews in The spectacular Dvin Crucifix- Professor Zainab Al Bahrani, head
University’s Institute of Fine Arts re- the Revue des Etudes Armenienne,Volion which is three feet high with a of Columbia’s Art History Depart-
cently detailed an engrossing talk on31, 2008-2009. double armed cross, reveals the bodyment, had welcomed the attendees,
the role of Armenian architecture on “Vertanes is the Pliny of Arme- of Christ gone, but His face enshrined presented Professor Mathews with
the international arena. The eventnia,” stated Professor Mathews. Hisin a halo of glory. There are also a copy of the New Testament, 1880,
took place at Columbia University, and 7th century “Intellectual Dialogue on horsemen on the side. This cross withpublished in  Armenian in
was sponsored by the Armenian Cen-the Christian Use of Icons”, written in the human face “is the most completeConstantinople, in appreciation of
ter at Columbia University, and co- Dvin is the earliest defense of icons, venerating image,” Professor Mathews his fascinating lecture.
sponsored by NAASR, and Columbia’s and Vertanes mentions the wood ma-

Art History Department. terials and even the pigments usedExhibition on 500th Anniversary of Armenian
The scholar, along with Dr. Helen with Persian names. These include . .

Evans of the Metropolitan Museum of icons of Christ, Peter and Paul, the Printed Books Opens in Amsterdam

Art, had been the curator of the mag-Mother of God, and Saints Gregory

nificent 1994 exhibitionTreasures in and Hripsime. AMSTERDAM. -

Heaven: Armenian llluminated manu- Professor Mathews revealed thatThe University of
scripts, featuring priceless Armenian the next important intellectual in this Amsterdam “Special Co
illuminated manuscripts at the Morgan field was John of Damascus who waslections Museum” Direc
Library and Museum in NY, with cura- Secretary to the Patriarch of Jerusa-torate, together wit
torial assistant Dr. Sylvie Merian. Us- lem in the early 8th century. “The Armenia’'s Embassyint
ing many images, he pointed out thatByzantine rulers forbade the use of Netherlands,” organize
there are two recent major studies —icons because the people were wor-an exhibition marking
2001 (by Christina Maranci), and 2007 shipping the icons almost as idols and500th anniversary of t
(by Judith McKenzie) which have an not as symbols of Christianity or the Armenian printed book
important bearing on Armenian archi- Christian saints, he explained. “This The display items
tecture. And in the study of Medieval was the cause of a huge conflict be-which were recentl
art, there is a continuing controversy tween the Greeks and Armenians, bothbrought from Armeni
on the “rise of the cult of icons,” he doctrinally and ecclesiastically,” he complemented th

noted. said, adding, “the icon phenomenon isMuseum’s Armenian-
VERTANES - THE EARLIEST larger than Byzantium.” language books that were printed inlands.
DEFENSE OF ICONS There is no evidence of icons in Amsterdam. Also, samples from Ar- The exhibition, which bears the

In Armenian literature. there are Armeniabefore the Arabs sacked Dvin menian manuscripts published in name “Diaspora of Armenian Book:
voluminous sources of Armenia’s con- in 640 A.D., because the Armenian other countries were added to the1512-2012,” will be open for visitors
version to Christianity. However, the icons were painted on wood panelsMuseum'’s treasury, informs the Dear every day, except for Mondays, until
most neglected treatise is the “Treatisewhich are perishable, he continued. InAngel organization of the Nether- September 9.
on Images” by Vertanes of Kertogh, Egypt, the wood panels in St.

- . - Israeli Knesset Debates Armenian Genocide
Armenia Reports Sharp Rise in Citizenship

Applica tions From Syria Continued from page 1 derives first and f_oremost fr_om what
we went through in the Jewish geno-
Continued from page 1 of the epicenters of vicious fighting Israel's Foreign Ministry, said Israel's cide," she told Army Radio. "I am not

between government forces and rebelsformal position on the Armenian trag- comparing, and you can't compare the

22-year-old university student from The cleric claimed that anti-govern- €dy remained that the issue "must betwo, but this requires us to be sensitive
Aleppo who arrived in Yerevan late last ment “terrorists” have looted the city’s decided by historians and not be sub-to the suffering of others.”
week. He too has applied for Armenian Armenian quarter and burned down its ject to political deliberation.” Her co-sponsor, Arieh Eldad of
citizenship and would like to stay in Armenian church. The Israeli parliamentary resolu- the ultranationalist National Union fac-
Armenia for good. Both men echoed a widely held tion was co-sponsored by opposingtion, dismissed accusations that rais-

“People weigh up things and de- belief that the Syrian-Armenian com- lawmakers. ing the issue now was ill-timed.
cide to come here,” explained Petros.munity remains overwhelmingly loyal Zahava Galon, chair of the dov- "A few years ago people said we
“They believe the situation is better in to the ruling Al Assad family and ap- ish Meretz party, said Israel had acouldn't talk about it because of our
Armenia.” prehensive about the mainly Sunnimoral obligation to recognize geno- good relations with Turkey. Now

“The situation here is very tense Muslim rebels fighting the regime in cides elsewhere, given the history of people say we can't talk about it be-
and alarm among people is creating anDamascus. the Nazi Holocaust, in which 6 million cause of our bad relations with Tur-
atmosphere of fear and insecurity,” “We have grown accustomed to Jews were systematically murderedkey," he said. "When you don't want to
Father Andranik, an Armenian Catho- this government for the past 30 years.during World War II. deal with something moral and ethical,
lic priest in Aleppo, told RFE/RL’s It protects us and we must be with it,” “The need to recognize the Ar- there are always those who will say it
Armenian service by phone. said Petros. He went as far as to claimmenian genocide and oppose its denials not the right time."

In his words, most of some 2,000 that the community may cease to exist .
ethnic Armenian residents of the Syr- if the regime is toppled by the armed maSS|Sweek|y.C0m
ian city of Homs have already fled one opposition.
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WORLD GAMES

V
July 28th - August 5th 2012

OPENING CEREMONY

Sunday July 29th, 2012
Pasadena City College, Pasadena, CA

VICTORY BALL

Saturday August 4th, 2012
Universal Studios Backlot

For more information or volunteer opportunities call: (626) 794 7942
info@agbugames.com | www.agbugames.com [[j[E3
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