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Levon Ter-Petrosian Bows Out Armenian Military Reports Major
of Presidential Race Arms Acquisitions in 2012

Raffi Hovannisian and Hrant Bagratian

. . YEREVAN -- The Armenian mili-
Announce Their Candldacy tary on Monday reported “significant”
arms acquisitions in 2012 and said it
will continue to modernize its forces
with precision weaponry in the com-
ing years. E—

“At the beginning of thisyearwe | o
declared that we have acquired new[ ¥
rocket systems capable of neutralizing|
active [armor] protection of enemy |
tanks,” said Artsrun Hovannisian, the
spokesman for Armenia’s Defense |
Ministry. “This is just one example &
new-generation precision-guided S-300 air-defense systems
weapons.”

“Naturally, we do not declare strated for the first time during a mili-
some things immediately. But those tary parade in Yerevan in September.
acquisitions are significant and they 2011 Those included Russian-made
will be unveiled little by little,” Scud-B and Tochka-U missiles ca-

Levon Ter-Petrosian will not run for president gain Hovannisian told a news conference. pable of hitting strategic targets deep
“The focus remains on extremely inside Azerbaijani territory.
YEREVAN -- Ending months of “Whatever you say, a 68-year-old precise means of firepower that have The Armenian military said in

speculation about his political future, person cannot be as energetic and proserious preemptive functions,” he said October this year that it has simulated
Levon Ter-Petrosian, Armenia’s first lific as those aged between 40 and 60,0f the army’s plans for 2013. “It's an missile strikes on military targets as
president, announced on Tuesday thatvhich is probably the optimal age for ongoing process. You will have a well as oil and gas installations in
he will not make another bid to return to politicians aspiring to the post of presi- chance to see all that later on.” Azerbaijan during major exercises held
power in next February’s presidential dent. Therefore, individuals youngerthan The mostly secret acquisitions in Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh
election. me should enter the arena,” he told thestem from a five-year plan to modern- throughout that month. It implied that
Inaninterview with the “Chorrord pro-HAK paper. ize Armenia’s armed forces with long- those facilities will be struck in the event
Inknishkhanutyun” daily, Ter-Petrosian Ter-Petrosian said there is alsorange weapons and other hardwareof a new Armenian-Azerbaijani war.
did not voice support for any other another“insignificantand purely techni- that was approved President Serzh The Armenian army also appears
presidential candidate. Nor did his Ar- cal reason” for his decision. “But | don’t Sarkisian’s administration two years to have been reinforced with more
menian National Congress (ANC) alli- want to disclose it because very few will ago. Defense Minister Seyran Ohanianadvanced versions of Russian-made
ance immediately make any statementsbelieve in it in our cynical reality,” he said early this year that the plan is S-300 air-defense systems. IMINT and
on its election-related plans. said. being successfully put into action. Analysis, a U.S. defense newsletter
The ANC leader, who will turn 68 Ter-Petrosian added that his with- Prime Minister Tigran Sarkisian like- using open-source satellite imagery,
on January 9, cited his age as the mairdrawal from the presidential race, antici- wise spoke of an on ongoing military reported in October that such systems
reason for his decision not to run in the pated by observers, will upset many of buildup shortly afterwards. have been deployed in the last two
election. “As far as | know, so far his supporters. “But | am sure that some Some of the long-range weapons
nobody has raised the question of whethetime later my supporters will realize that possessed by Armenia were demon- Continued on page 2
a person respecting their own people carmy decision was honest and right,” he

aspire to the post of president at the agesaid. 7 9 . .
of 68,” he said. “Such a thing usually Speaking to “Chorrord Taraf Columnist Accuses Turkey m
does not happen in developed demo- . Blacking Out Information on

cratic countries.” Continued on page 4

A E Prediots Confli Armenian Genocide
rmenian cxpert Predicts Conilicts YEREVAN - Lately Turkish cal-

After Presidential Polls umnists are frequently referring to the = iﬁ
D

position of former and current Turkish o
YEREVAN -- The Armenian au- islikely to decrease. Giragosian thinks governments over Armenian Genocide. % %%
thorities are likely to come up with an the authorities have realized that theThis time the issue was highlighted my

. . ) . . . p " . P |
internal conflict after the presidential oligarchic system isthe country’s num- “Taraf’ columnist Serdar Gaya.
election, according to Richard ber one enemy, with the public grow- As reports Armenpress referring
Giragosian, the president of the Re-ing to think more negatively of their to “Marmara” daily, published in e ok e v 8 5o

gional Studeis Center. anti-social conduct. Istanbul, in his article Gaya has re-
Atanews conference on Wednes- Giragosian evaluated 2012 as aminded that in 1915 Young Turks de-
day, the expert said he predicts a verypositive year in terms of domestic eco- ported or massacred the majority of with sense of hostility,” Gayan writes.
profound conflict, which he thinks nomic developments. He particularly Armenians livingin Anatolia eliminat- Columnist refers to UN Declara-
will be the logical continuation of the highlighted the importance of the Arme- ing thousands of Armenians living in tion on Genocide signed by Turkey in
Prosperous Armenia leader’s decisionnia-EU negotiations over visafacilitation this area for years. 1950, underlining that Turkish side
to pull out of the presidential race.  and the free trade agreement. In the “Even though year after year signedthe documentwithoutacknowl-
Giragosian thinks the conflictwill meantime, he pointed out to the shortageAnatolia’s Muslims lived with Arme- edging the meaning of word “geno-
persist, with the Prosperous Armeniaof economic opportunities, and jobs, nians they very easily forgot Arme- cide”. For such a situation he accused
party losing its strength. The expert with the economy being largely depen- nians. Armenians, as well as their vil- Turkish state which “blocked all
has no doubt about the incumbentdent on foreign transfers. lages and churches very quickly van-sources of information”.
president’s re-election potentials, but Speaking of the May parliamen- ished from their memory,” writes col- “Thatis why Turkish citizens are
said he doesn't think the possible non-tary election, the analyst characterizedumnist. He highlights only after 1973 surprised and then angry when hearing
competitiveness will necessarily pre- htem as positive but not satisfactory. numerous demands on recognizing Ar-about events of 1915,” Gayan writes,
vent the conduct of free and fair polls. He said that the despite the oligarchsmenian Genocide made Turkey “re- adding that reaction of Turkish resi-
Summing up the 2012 domestic return to the legislature, the polls also member” its past with Armenians. dents is not surprising when facing the
policy developments at, Giragosian saidsaw a clever and strong opposition win “For Turkish Armenian identity is issue of Kurdish Genocide committed
that the oligarch’s role in the economy seats. nothing else buta political meaning formed on physical or cultural territories.
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Karabakh Reports Sharp Drop Armenian Varujan Vosganian Appointed
in Combat Deaths Romania's Minister of Economy

SOFIA -- Romanian Parliament
has endorsed new Cabinet of Victor
Ponta on December 21, in which Ar-
menian Varujan Vosganian was ap-
pointed as the Minister of Economy of
the country.

“We think that he is one of the
great individuals of Diaspora who has

Lieutenant-General Movses a lot of achievements and represents
Hakobian, the commander of E= - as real Armenian,” said the leader of
Karabakh’'s Armenia-backed Defense inflicting damage on Defense Army one of Armneian community
Army, said only two of soldiers were servicemen,” he said. “In the six other organizatuins. According to him
shot dead by Azerbaijani snipers in thecases, those groups were detected andarujan continues the tradition of Ar-
course of 2012, compared with 11 pushed back to their starting positionsmenians who have been ministers, par-
such cases reported in 2011. after suffering casualties.” liamentarians and politicians in Roma- Union, and since 2005, he has served

“The measures which we have Armenian military fortifications nia. “I am a 100 % Armenian and as its vice president. Vosganian is also
taken to ensure that our soldiers per-along Armenia’s border with Azerbaijan 1000% Romanian,” he has once jok-a leading member of the Romanian
form their service on the frontline have also reportedly been beefed upingly noted. Humorists' Association.
safely have borne fruit,” Hakobian told this year. Defense Minister Seyran Born in Craiova to a family of In December 2006, he was
a news conference. “Today soldiers Ohanian personally inspected in Au- Armenian ethnicity, Vosganian studied named Minister of Economy and com-
can confidently carry out observations gust what his press office described asatthe Alexandru loan Cuza High School merce.
on all Defense Army positions and they “exemplary defense structures andin Focsani. He then studied Commerce Vosganian's political views can
face no dangers if they don’t violate posts” constructed at various borderat the Bucharest Academy of Eco- be characterised as right-wing conser-
safety rules.” sections. nomic Studies (graduated 1982) andvative.

Hakobian added that “large-scale The most volatile, western sec- Mathematics at the University of Vosganian has written several
work to reinforce frontline positions” tion of the Armenian-Azerbaijanifron- Bucharest (graduated 1991), gaining abooks, especially on economics and
has also helped the Karabakh Arme-tier saw an upsurge in deadly fighting Ph.D. in economics in 1998. politics, but also fiction and poetry. He
nian military substantially reduce the in June, which left more than a dozen In 1990, he became president of is a member of the Romanian Writers'
number of incursions by Azerbaijani Armenianand Azerbaijani soldiers dead.the Armenians' Union of Romania and Union, and since 2005, he has served
commando units. “This year there were U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton he was twice (1990-1992 and 1992- as its vice president. Vosganian is also
seven attempts by enemy sabotageexpressed serious concern over thosd 996) elected a member of the Cham-a leading member of the Romanian
groups to penetrate our positions butincidents when she visited the Southber of Deputies, and twice a SenatorHumorists' Association.

STEPANAKERT -- The number
of Armenian soldiers killed in skir-
mishes with Azerbaijani forces around
Nagorno-Karabakh has drastically
fallen this year despite increased
ceasefire violations along the “line of
contact,” a top military official in
Stepanakert said on Wednesday.

Varujan Vosganian

only one of them partly succeeded in Caucasus later in June. (1996-2000 and 2004-2008), on the One of his achievements is his
lists of the National Liberal Party. book titled “The book of whispers”

ACNIS Releases the Third issue of Public Policy Journal: Between 1996 and 2003, he wasabout Armenian Genocide. Varujan

. . . the leader of Uniunea Fortelor de Vosganian noted that it was a victory

“The Changlng World: Vler)OlntS Dreapta, a small right wing liberal party, for him to speak Armenia. According to

from Yerevan?® whieh was eventually merged into the him culture is the mostimportant tool to

National Liberal Party. fight injustice, because the book is

Vosganian has written several more powerful than thousands of politi-
books, especially on economics andcal speeches, talks and diplomatic ef-
politics, but also fiction and poetry. He forts. In the author’s words his book is
is a member of the Romanian Writers' about the Armenian identity.

Ancient Armenian Coins

Discovered in Turkey

The police at Turkey’'s
Kastamonu Province found numerous
objects of historical value.

Based on acall thatwas received,
the law enforcement officers stopped
a vehicle that was entering Kastamonu
city. Upon searching the vehicle, the
police discovered 424 pieces of his-

> E torically significant objects, jewelry,
YEREVAN -- The Armenian Cen- fine Armenia’s foreign and domestic and coins plus twoillegal guns, Haberler
ter for National and International Stud- policy issues in a broad and farsightednews agency of Turkey reports.

T.C.
Hnstnmonu Valiligi
Emniyet Muddriugi

| L C e W, |

ies (ACNIS) has released the third way. Also, there were three pieces of nals do not deny that Armenians have
issue of ACNIS quarterly public policy The ceremony featured brief pre- ancient Armenian coins among the lived in these lands,” Istanbul Arme-
publication, entitled “The Changing sentations from the volume authors objects that were discovered. nian journalist Aris Nalci wrote in his
World: Viewpoints from Yerevan,” Saro Saroyan, VardanJaloyan, Armine “In actual fact, at least the crimi- Twitter account in this connection.
during a special presentation-seminarGhazaryan, Edgar Vardanyan, and . .

held at the Center’s office. The meet- Arman Yeghiazaryan who provided Armenian Mllltal‘y Reports

ing brought together the quarterly’s brief summaries of key points underly-

contributors, other leading analysts, ing their works and flashed out the Continued frompage 1 Azerbaijan mainly because of close
policy specialists, and members of the major avenues for further research military ties with Russia that entitle it
press. and inquiry in other aspects of yearsin Armenia’s southeastern Syunikto receiving Russian weapons at dis-

ACNIS director of research Armenia’s socio-political milieu. The province adjacent to Karabakh. The count prices or even free of charge. A
Manvel Sargsyan welcomed the audi-addresses were followed by a series ofonline publication said their sophisti- new Russian-Armenian defense agree-
ence with opening remarks and con-questions and answers, and featured &ated surface-to-air missiles not only ment signed in August 2010 commits
veyed hope that the volume will serve lively exchange with the audience.  cover the entire Karabakh airspace butMoscow to helping Yerevan obtain
the needs of political experts, policy The presentation was concluded can also thwart air travel between “modernand compatible weaponry and
commentators and the public at largeby the closing remarks of Raffi K. Azerbaijan and its Nakhichevan ex- special military hardware.”
by offering a broad overview on a Hovannisian, Armenia’s first minister clave. Over the past decade, Baku has
comprehensive set of critical issues,of foreign affairs and ACNIS founder, Armenia is able to stay in an spent billions of dollars in oil and gas
challenges and opportunities both do-who emphasized the important tradi- intensifying arms race with oil-rich revenues on a military buildup.
mestic and foreign entwined with tion of nonpartisan research that ACNIS
Armenia’s policy imperatives, options has constantly demonstrated throughwhere ideas can be openly generatedresearch community of Armenia and
and interests. It was also hoped thatits progressive performance by serv-shaped and shared. The progressivédbeyond reveal that the activity of the
the publication would assist the deci- ing as a useful venue and a profes-activity of the Center and the wealth of Center is respected and required, he
sion-makers in Armenia and help de- sional forum for building knowledge, knowledge it has contributed to the concluded.
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Foreign Policy Journal

Preventing the Coming U.S. Disaster
in the Caucasus

By David Boyajian cide its formal status in a referendum. In
return, Armenians would hand over vast

The United States is risking a di- tracts of territory to Azerbaijan.
sastrous renewal of war in the Caucasus Azerbaijan rejected this compro-
between Armenians and Azeris over themise. It insisted, unreasonably, that
breakaway Armenian-populated Repub-its entire population of nearly
lic of Mountainous Karabagh (RMK, or 10,000,000 must participate in such a
Artsakh in ancient Armenian). referendum so as to outvote RMK’s o

A new war between Azerbaijan 100,000 people. ]
and RMK (with its ally, Armenia) How solid is RMK'’s case for inde-
would undoubtedly destroy much of pendence? Very.

Azerbaijan’s energy industry. This

includes key Azeri oil and gas pipe- RMK'’s Best Case

lines that lie just a few miles north of On every measure—history, de-
RMK and snake through Georgia and mographics, and sheer decency—RMK
Turkey. has as good a case as other nations, suc .

Azerbaijan’s economy and cor- as South Sudan, East Timor, and the- “.:.....h
rupt government are massively depen-republics and regions of the former e e s s
dent on oil and gas revenue and would beYugoslavia, that have recently beenfreed | _|==wme=ss
in deep trouble. The already conflict- from their overlords. s : —
ridden Caucasus—recall the Abkhazia During pre-Soviet, Soviet, and S
stalemate and 2008's_ Russian-Georgiarpost-Soviet times, Azeris have perse—,vIap of Caucasus Region (Jeroencommons/Wikipedia)
war over South Ossetia—would be hope-cuted and murdered Mountainous
lessly destabilized. U.S. policy, in par- Karabagh’s Christian Armenians. the same fate as Nakhichevan, anothename “Azerbaijan” in 1918 to further
ticular, would lie in tatters. Since 1994, RMK has been a func- Armenian province that Stalin gifted to theirdesigns onIran. Indeed, during and

Not surprisingly, Western en- tioning, democratic, de facto indepen- Azeris. after WW 2, the Soviets tried unsuc-
ergy giants such as BP, Chevron,dent state. cessfully to carve out a “People’s Re-
ConocoPhillips, ExxonMobil, and To- Ancient Greek and Roman histori- Nakhichevan Emptied public of Azarbayjan” in Iran’s north-
tal (France) own huge stakes inans—Strabo, Pliny the Elder, and oth- Under Azeri rule over the past west.

Azerbaijan’s energy infrastructure.  ers—testify that Artsakh/Mountainous decades, Nakhichevan has been totally

As expected, the conflict's me- Karabagh was part of Armenia since emptied of its Armenians. The Sordid U.S. State Department

diators—the U.S., Europe, and Rus-before the time of Christ, and has always One Azeri official has actually de- The U.S. State Department’s poli-
sia—have an insatiable greed for had an Armenian majority. clared that “Armenians have never lived cies toward Azerbaijan have a particu-
Azerbaijan’s substantial oil and gas Only a thousand years later did in Nakhichevan.” Since the existence oflarly sordid aspect involving personal
deposits. Yet had they, especially theTurkic-speaking nomadic tribes from Armenian buildings, churches, and monu-gain and undue influence.
U.S., formally recognized RMK’s in- Central Asia begin dribbling into the ments disprove such absurd claims, In 2010, for example, President
dependence from Azerbaijan, the con-Caucasus. At no time, however, did Azeris have undertaken to deface or levelObama appointed Matt Bryza as interim
flict would have been resolved years they or Muslims constitute more than athem in Nakhichevan and elsewhere. American ambassador to Azerbaijan,
ago. Such recognition remains the only fractionin Mountainous Karabaghitself. In 2005, for example, Azerbaijani despite Bryza's questionable ties to Azeri
practical and just solution. An 1823 Russian survey reported it to beservicemen used sledgehammers an@fficials.

Azerbaijan would be unhappy, yes, 97% Armenian. machinery to completely destroy thou- Not surprisingly, after a year in
but would continue to sell most of its oil From 1918-20, Azeris—in a pan- sands of ancient Armenian KhachkarsBaku, Bryza joined the Istanbul-based
and gas to the West. Azeris will never Turkic alliance with Turkey—attacked (intricately carved stone crosses) in aTurcas Petrol Corporation, a partner of
sell only to Russia. That would bind and massacred thousands of Armeniangemetery in the city of Julfa. The Azeris the State Oil Company of Azerbaijan
them too tightly to their former overlord. in and around Karabagh. Shortly there-were caught in the act from across the(SOCAR).

after, Russian Bolsheviks—allied with border. The astonishing video is on the The United States-Azerbaijan
Azeri Violence Kemalist Turkey at that time—Soviet- Web. Chamber of Commerce (USACC) has

The conflict in Mountainous ized the Caucasus. The destruction has been com-always been crammed with former U.S.
Karabagh broke out in the late 1980’s Lt. Col. John C. Plowden, a British pared to the Taliban’s dynamiting of officials such as Vice President Dick
just after its Armenian majority, long military representative in the Caucasus,ancient Buddhist statues in Afghanistan.Cheney, former Secretaries of State
abused by Azerbaijan, peacefully de-reported in 1919 that Mountainous Azerbaijan has banned foreign observerslames A. Baker and Henry Kissinger,
clared its desire for union with Arme- Karabagh is “the cradle of their [Arme- and ambassadors from the site. Richard Armitage, Zbigniew Brzezinski,
nia. nians’] race ... Armenian in every par- Due to their falsifying others’ his- Richard Perle, and Brent Scowcroft.

Azerbaijan replied with murder- ticular and the strongest part of Arme- tory and culture, we are compelled, They rub elbows with USACC fat cats
ous attacks against Karabagh civilians.nia, both financially, militarily and so- sadly, to examine Azeris’ own roots. from corporations that invest in
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Mobs hunted down and killed Arme- cially.” Azerbaijan’s energy in(.jus.try.
nians in the Azeri cities of Sumgait and But in 1921, Stalin, the Soviet The Invention of Azerbaijan |Sf§le|, known for its mfluence on
Ganja. After the USSR dissolved in Commissar for Nationalities, gifted Most people are unaware that U.S. policy, and some Jewish American

1991, RMK held a referendum boy- Mountainous Karabagh to Azerbaijan, “Azerbaijan” was created as a country— organizations, have allied themselves with
cotted by Azeris. Itvoted forindepen- probably to curry favor with Turkey. outofthinair—in 1918, justafter Russia’s Azerbaijan. 30% of Israel’s oil imports
dence. Azerbaijan’s response wasKarabagh was thereby artificially and Bolshevik Revolution. come from Azerbaijan. Israelis selling
full-scale war. physically severed from Armenia, mere The region’s Muslims had never $1.6 billion dollars’ worth of advanced
Even with help from Turkish mili- miles to the west. been known as “Azeri,” an ethnicity that Weapons, including drones, to Azerbaijan,
tary officers and paramilitaries, and Azerbaijan deliberately neglected had never existed. Rather, they calledwhich is threatening to use them against
Afghan Mujahedin, Azerbaijan lostthe notonly Karabagh’'s economy and roads,themselves Turks, Tartars, or simply RMK.
war. A ceasefire was declared in but also its communication and trans- Muslims. Large numbers of Armenians, The RMK conflict is not unsolv-
1994. Yet almost daily Azerbaijan port links with Armenia. Law enforce- Georgians, and others also inhabited thagble. The facts are clear. Azerbaijan has
threatens a new war and snipes acrossent positions were filled with Azeris, same territory. novalid claimto RMK. YetU.S. support
the contact line. even though they were a minority. Ar- Prior to 1918, “Azarbayjan” re- of Azerbaijan may drag it into war.
Pumped up with billions in oiland menians protested to Moscow in vain. ferred merely to two provinces—not a America must take the lead and
gas revenue, Azerbaijan’s $3 billion mili- An Azeri policy of depopulation country—in northwestern Persia (Iran). formally recognize RMK’sindependence.
tary budget dwarfs Armenia’s entire caused 30% of Karabagh's Armenian These were always located strictly to theEurope and Russia will follow. The
national budget. But Armenian troops villages to disappear between 1926 andsouth, below the Arax River, of the alternative may be another U.S. war

are universally acknowledged to be bet-1980. artificially-created Azerbaijan of 1918. Whose cost in blood and money we

ter trained and to possess much greater Azeris were also broughtin to shift The so-called Azeris speak a Turkic Americans cannot afford.

esprit de corps because they are defendthe demographics.  Moutainous language. But the word Azerbaijan is

ing their ancient lands. Karabagh’s Armenian populationdropped actually Persian, not Turkic. It is de- The authoris afrreelance jour-
But the U.S., Europe, and Russiato 94% in 1921, 89% in 1926, 80% in rived from the name Atropates, a Persiannalist. Many of his recent articles

might be coming to their senses. A few 1970, and 76% in 1989. governor appointed by Alexander the are archived at http://

years ago, they proposed that RMK'’s Were RMK to fall under Azeri Great around 327 BC. www.armeniapedia.org/wiki/

100,000 mostly Armenian citizens de- control again, it would inevitably suffer The Soviets probably chose the David_B._Boyajian.
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AVC Professional Corps: Noor Champagne Brunch and Rose Parade
“If You Can Dream it, You Can Do it!” Viewing to Benefit Armenian Film
Foundation’s Digitization Project

YEREVAN -- Thirty yearsincor- accepted, she began to tell people abo
porate publishing was enough. But her planto go to Armenia to volunteer

what wasn’t enough for Suzanne for four months. LOS_ ANGELES -- Pasadena’s year's Champagne Brunch sold out
Daghlian, 53, of New Jersey was the Her family and friends were ec- award-winning events venue Noor will early.
two weeks she spent volunteering in static for her. Many of them knew of host its 3' Annual New Year's Day Ticket price is $250 per person

Armenia each summer. She’d beenher desire to live abroad for a time, all Champagne Brunch with spectacularand includes a Champagne Brunch,
travelling to Armenia every summer of them knew of her love for Armenia, Vviews of the 124 Rose Parade route Parking and spectacular views of the
since 2006 and building houses with and some of them admitted that theyfrom its Sofia Ballroom. This year, 124th Rose Parade.
the Fuller Center for Housing. As a dream of this kind of adventure them- proceeds from the brunch will benefit “What could be better than view-
team leader, her time in Armenia wasselves. “It's amazing how many of the Armenian Film Foundation’s Ar- ing the famous Rose Parade up close —
full attending to the volunteers she’d my friends and cohorts say they wantmenian Genocide Digitization Project. and helping to preserve our survivors’
recruited, organizing their days work- to do something like this, but they feel Spectators will enjoy close-up testimonies? We are thrilled to be part
ing on construction sites, their eve- they can’t get away from their respon- vViews of the world-famous Rose Pa- of this event, and the recipient of the
nings out on the town, and their tour- sibilities. But I haven’tleftmy respon- rade from Noor’s balcony and Sofia generosity of Noor,” said filmmaker
ing days visiting the great sights of sibilities—I am paying my bills and Ballroom. “Thisis such a unique event Carla Garapedian, who is leading the
Armenia. She feltthe time always flew keeping intouch with all I need to, and — there is nothing else like it. Where AFF’s digitization project.
by and she was never able to reallyl’'m living here in Armenia for four €lse canyou enjoy awonderful brunch Donations from the event will
enjoy the pace of Armenia, to learn themonths. In this day and age, with all and champagne while having a bird’s help fund the digitization of the 400
language, to really relax into it. So the technology we have access to, it'seye view of the Rose Parade in atestimonies of Armenian Genocide sur-
when she lost her job along with many really easy to be in two places at once.”beautiful warm setting? And at the vivors and witnesses recorded by the
other veterans of the old guard of New The Armenian Volunteer Corps same time, support a cause near andate documentary filmmaker J. Michael
York publishing, she knew it was time has coordinated her volunteer place-dear to our hearts,” said Robert Hagopian. These rare interviews will
to realize a dream she’d always had toments while she is here. Suzanne isShahnazarian, Senior Vice Presidentbecome part of the USC Shoah Foun-
live somewhere outside of the US for volunteering at the American Univer- of Noor. dation Institute’s Visual History Archive
a little while and do something good sity of Armenia in their Extension Pro- Noor, overlooking the famed -available to scholars, students and
for others. gram. She’s helping them promote aColorado Boulevard in Pasadena, wasresearchers online.

Suzanne has lived in New Jersey new branch of the program in Karabagh.voted Most Stylized Venue 2012 by The New Year's Day event begins
her whole life, commuting to Manhat- She’s also working at the Fuller Center Pasadena Magazine and Best Weddingt 7 a.m. on Tuesday, January 1, 2013.
tan for work. Her parents were found- for Housing Armenia, where she knows Location and Banquet Hall for 2011 Tickets are limited and available at
ing members of the Armenian Church the mission and the need and is able t&and 2012 by Pasadena Weekly. Lastvww.itsmyseat.com/roseparade2013.
in Tenafly, New Jersey and Suzannehelp them with editing, writing, and

has always been active in her church.marketing. Levon Ter-Petrosian Bows Out of Presidential Race

Her travels have taken her from the “Not only has AVC provided me

Andes and the Amazon to Kenya andwith job placements that are in align- Continued from page 1 day's decision of the Heritage Party's
Tanzania, from Scandinavia to Hawaii, ment with my experience, but they executive board was presented to the

as well as all over the continental United provide me with an amazing commu- Inknishkhanutyun,” Ter-Petrosian branded assembled citizens for affirmation. The
States for her work. For the past nity of friends made up of the other Armenia’s political leadership “abunch of civic assembly and the Heritage Party
seven years, however, Suzanne’s hearvolunteers in-country. We have lan- criminals who seized power” and prom- delegates, as one, raised their hands in
has been in Armenia. guage classes together, go on weekised to comment on “all important issues unanimous approval.

“| always dreamed of taking off end excursions out of the city, and preoccupying the society” after the presi- On Monday, former Prime Minis-
and moving to a different place with a attend cultural events. In addition, the dential election. It was not clear, however, ter of Armenia Hrant Bagratian also an-
different point of view. And then|fell AVC office is a home away from whether he will resign as ANC leader andnounced his candidacy for President
in love with Armenia. | found the home—a place where we are alwaysleave the political arena altogether. during the Azatutyun (Freedom) politi-
Armenian Volunteer Corps (AVC) welcome andwill always find a friend.” On Saturday, Raffi K. Hovannisian cal party convention. Bagratian, who
website years ago and would leave it “Armenia gotinside me and called formally announced his candidacy for served as prime minister from 1993-
open on my computer at work and me back, over and over again. | lovethe Armenian presidency. In advance 0f1996, indicated that he will accept the
fantasize about being a long-term vol- it here—the pace, the people, the scenthe elections, scheduled for Februarynomination.
unteer in Armenia. But | didn’tthink | ery, the very soul of it has me in its 2013, he publicized his decision during a Bagratian said late lastweek that he
would ever have the guts to leave mysway and won'’t let go. Having the Citizens' Assembly convened at the Ar- would like to run for president if Ter-
life behind and go. When | lost my job, opportunity to come here and work for menia Marriott Hotel. Petrosian decides not to enter the fray.
the stars aligned for me and | just knewArmenia is a gift | gave myself. I'm "All of us must become more citi- He was less categorical on that score on
| had to do it.” learning so much, but the most impor- zen than civil, more nation than national- Monday.

Suzanne made all the arrange-tant lesson is that if you can dream it, istic, more liberty than liberal, more “I have an excellent rapport with
ments—she produced a budget, ar-you can do it!” spirit than spiritual, and more Republic President Ter-Petrosian, and | don't
ranged to pay her bills online, found a Founded in 2000, the Armenian than republican. Because Armenia isthink we will ever have problems by
house sitter to take care of things atVolunteer Corps (AVC)is Armenia’spre- free, independent, and united throughstanding in each other’s way. | have no
home, and applied to AVC. Once miere volunteer placement organization. us, our will power, and our common such intention,” he told Azatutyun del-
path. Armenia: the one and only. On egates. “But life is moving on and there
February 18, 2013, our people finally are new realities.”

The ex-premier added that his main

must take action--one time and together,"
a aS a n n O net he said. goal is to consolidate “liberal” opposition
L Upon conclusion of Raffi Hovan- groups and present them as a credible

nisian's keynote remarks, the previousalternative to the Sarkisian administration.
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Chiropractor
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1060 N.ALLEN AVE.
PASADENA,
CA 91104

REQUEST
FOR PROPOSALS (RFP)

The Housing Authority of the City
of Los Angeles invites proposdls
from qualified firms interested In
the following opportunities:
RFP 7568

Banking Services

(Issue 12/10/2012; Due 1/22/2033)
To provide banking services
RFP 7570

ERP Upgrade Strategy
(Issue12/17/2012; Due 1/22/2033)
To provide Enterprise Resource
Planning (ERP) upgrade stratepy
Copies of the RFP’s may be db-
tained viawww.hacla.org/ps or cpll

(213) 252-5405.

12/20, 12/27/12
CNS-2418434+#
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90-75% OFF ENTIRE STORE

Everyday Dresses * Evening Gowns
Accessories * Shoes * Belts

Store Closing...
Everything Must Go!

6412 Hollywood Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90028
(323) 462-2090
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