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A UNIQUE EXHIBITION OF EXTRADRDINARY ART

AGBU VATCHE & TAMAR MANOLUKIAN CENTER - 2495

FROM ARMEN

PETER CARAPETIAN HERMINE DEMIRTSHYAN-DEMIRO FELIX EGHIAZARIAN DIKRAN EKIZIAN GAGIK GHAZANCHYAM RUBEN GRIGORIAN MANUELLA GUIRAGOSSIAN
SARKIS HAMALBASHIAN SUREN KHORENYAN MARAT MARGARIAN TIGRAN MATULIAN CARLOS SAYADIAN LILIT SOGHOMONYAN KAYTS VANIKIAN

ARMENIAN GENERAL BENEYOLENT UNION PASADENA/GLENDALE CHAPTER PRESENTS

CONTEMPORARY ARMENIAN ART 2013

JSA / OIL, MIXED MEDIA, PHOTOGRAPHY, SCU

dUUULULUYUNS TU3YUYUL ULNHEUS 2013

OPENING: FRIDAY FEBRUARY 22, 2{}13 7:30- IlFM / SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 5-11PM / SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2-6PM

A, LEBANON, MEXICO & THE

EAST MOUMNTAIN 5T, PASADENA 21104

LPTURE
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Siamanto B. Maronian
818/269-0909

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975
More locations and more ways fo service your insurance and financial needs

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

= Lifg insunance

= Health Insurance

= Group & individua!
= Lang Term Care

= Dhisnlwilify

i
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Bl hlebd

B35 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

« Estare Planning

« WIIT & Living Trust

= Full Annual Review
- Mortgage Frotection

» Colfege Planning
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Pasadena, CA 91101
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to manage your:

MigraineFatigue
Back pain
Stress/Anxiety
Irregular heartbeat
Constipation
Depression

Yeoga for Fealtt

Introduce your Body to your Brain
they might like each other

Please Join us Every Tuesday and Thursday, starting
February 5", from 7:15pm to 8:30pm and learn how

Location: 1060 N Allen, Pasadena CA 91107
For more Information, Please contact
“Tina Vartabetian” at (818) 720-0277

1st Month Free

Body Fat
Sex Drive
Wrinkles
Blood Circulation
Insomnia
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CEC: Serzh Sarkisian Wins Re-Election with

YEREVAN -- President Serzh
Sarkisian on Tuesday claimed to have
received a popular mandate to gover
Armenia for another five years in what
he called a democratic election and
pledged to effect “serious changes”
during his second term, after Armenia’s
Central Election Commission (CEC)
had finalized the counting of votes
from all of 1988 polling stations.

The CEC said that with ballots
counted invirtually all nationwide poll-
ing stations President Serzh Sarkisia
garnered 58.6 percent of the vote in
Monday'’s presidential election.

Raffi Hovannisian came in sec- zens and families.”
ond with 36.7 percent of the vote, Hovannisian, meanwhile, voted
followed by another opposition candi- at a polling station in Yervan's Nor
date, Hrant Bagratian. The latter got Nork district. “Today is the most fate-
almost 2.2 percent, according to theful day in our modern history,” he told
CEC. reporters. “For the first time in 20

Hovannisian Rallies

58.6% of the Vote

bussed to polling stations have also
been made during the current vote. In
some cases voters (most of whom are
supposed to be residents of nearby YEREVAN -- Raffi Hovannisian,
buildings) are brought on taxis. the main opposition candidate in the
Hovannisian’s campaign spokes- Armenian presidential election, rallied
man, Hovsep Khurshudian, challengedthousands of supporters in Yerevan on
the credibility of the CEC figures, say- Wednesday to again reject the official
ing that the opposition candidate won vote results as fraudulent and demand
in dozens of constituencies across thePresident Serzh Sarkisian’s resigna-
country. “We have results from 42 tion.
precincts which strangely do not coin- The rally began in the city’s Lib-
cide with the CEC'’s preliminary data erty Square immediately after the ex-
from 21 or 22 precincts,” Khurshudian piry of a deadline that was set by
told journalists. Hovannisian got as Hovannisian for the reelected incum-
much as 68 percent of the vote in thosebent.
areas, he said. Hovannisian, who has declared
Media reports likewise listed himself the rightful election winner,
scores of precincts in Yerevan as welldemanded on Tuesday that Sarkisian
as central and northern Armenia wheremeet and discuss with him “the trans-
official results showed Hovannisian fer of power to the Armenian people.”

Thousands Against
‘Stolen Election’

The CEC also said that the voter years our people are going to celebratedefeating the incumbent president. He reiterated that demand as he ad-
turnout exceeded 60 percent. not somebody’s victory and others’ Khurshudian accused the Arme- dressed the crowd chanting “Victory!”

Sarkisian and his two main oppo- defeat but the results of elections be-nian authorities of pressuring election and “President!” on Wednesday. He
sition challengers, Hovannisian and longing to themselves.” officials not to publicize vote proto- also repeatedly referred to Monday’s
Hrant Bagratian, were among the early Bagratian likewise cited vote buy- cols certifying the opposition victory. ballot as a “stolen election.”
voters. ing and other “numerous” irregulari- He also alleged fraudulent ballot count- Speaking earlier in the day, the

But with none of Sarkisian’s se- ties reported by his campaign offices ing in some precincts. presidential press secretary, Armen
rious opposition rivals choosing to as he visited another polling station in The CEC did not immediately Arzumanian, said Sarkisian is ready to
stand, election observers expressedhe Armenian capital. He said he is comment on these allegations. But thereceive the U.S.-born opposition leader
concerns over the democratic creden-already thinking about “post-election Sarkisian campaign was quick to re-inthe presidential palace “atany time.”
tials of the vote. developments.” spond to Hovannisian’s declaration of “The president of the republic has

Officials from the Parliamentary During the first several hours of victory. In a written statement cited by always been ready to meet with the
Assembly of the Council of Europe the election observers had reported aArmenian news agencies, Davit leaders of all political forces in every
(PACE) said they found apathy to- number of violations that have been Harutiunian, the incumbent’s deputy case of necessity,” Arzumanian said.
wards the vote and a lack of confi- typical for past national elections as well. campaign manager, urged Hovannisian During the rally, Hovannisian sig-
dence about the electoral process Violations connected with the to “accept the results and move on.” “I naled his intention to launch a cam-
among the public when they visited the early oxidation of ink stamps in the am sure that this way we will jointly
country in January. passports of voters, crowding at poll- make history,” he said.

“l voted for Armenia’s future,” ing stations, interference by candidate
Sarkisian said after casting a ballot in proxies in the voting process were
central Yerevan. “l voted for a secure observed.

Armenia, for the security of our citi- Allegations of people being

Continued on page 3

Blue Book Sent to Turkish Parliament

Armenian Soldier Killed by Azerbaijani Sniper

STEPANAKERT -- An Armenian soldier was shot dead in fresh ceasefi
violations that were reported from the Armenian-Azerbaijani “line of contac
around Nagorno-Karabakh on Wednesday.

Karabakh’'s Defense Army said the 20-year-old conscript, Gor Ghazarig
was Killed by a bullet fired from Azerbaijani army positions northeast of th
disputed territory on Tuesday. “An investigation is underway to clarify detai
of the incident,” it said in a statement.

The Karabakh Armenian military reported “unprecedented activity” b
Azerbaijani forces along the entire frontline on February 16-18. It said they fir@f
over 1,500 shots from sniper rifles and automatic weapons at Armenian frontl ¢
positions during the three-day period that coincided with a presidential elect
in Armenia.

“In order to suppress the enemy activity, frontline units of the Defeng€
Ministry resorted to retaliatory actions and established full control over the ent
line of contact,” read a statement issued in Stepanakert earlier this week.

According to a presidential decree, Gor Ghazarian has been posthumo
awarded with a Medal “For Service in Battle.”

ANKARA -- Blue Book, which
contains eyewitness account of theered four years ago, have been re-sent
ALEPPO.- An Armenian soldier, who was taken hostage in mid January, hasmenian Genocide, has been sent tao the MPs - from Speaker Cemil Cicek

Armenian Soldier Set Free in Syria The books, which were deliv-

the Turkish parliament by post, Agos to Ertugrul Kirkgl, a member of the
Jirair Reisian of the National Primacy of Aleppo of the Armenian Apostoliceports. Human Right Committee.

Churchtold Armenian media that soldier Hakob Tudjian is currently inasafe place  The Turkish publisher Ragip Ara Sarafian, Director of the Lon-

and has no health problems. Zarakolu reminded journalists of what don-based Gomidas Institute, pre-
As reported earlier Tudjian was among soldiers captured in Syria by happened four years ago. sented the book. He reminded the jour-

armed group which issued a statement saying the prisoners will be questioned and “Like school students, the MPs nalists that it was written in 1916 by

based on their testimony, those guilty of committing crimes will be punished angre protected from ‘dan-edom there the British Parliament on the basis of

the rest set free. [in Turkish parliament],” he said. eyewitness accounts.

been set free, representative of Armenian community said.
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Russian Military Chief Visits Armenia

in Post-Election Armenia

YEREVAN -- Colonel-General “planning the use of joint forces and
Valery Gerasimov, the chief of staff of means,” it said without elaborating.
Russia’s armed forces, met with The talks came just over two
Armenia’s top military officials on Fri- weeks after Russian Defense Minister
day to discuss what the Defense Min- Sergey Shoygu'’s official trip to Arme-
istry in Yerevan called joint military nia. Shoygu announced in Yerevan
activities planned by the two states. that the two sides will work out in By Naira Hayrumyan

Gerasimov also held separate talksFebruary “a program of our coopera- ArmeniaNow.com
with President Serzh Sarkisian during tion for the next five years.”

be the rightful winner and president-
elect, indicating that he was ready to
fight to the end.

a two-day visit to his country’s main Shoygu’s visit was apparently
regional ally. Sarkisian’s press office timed to coincide with Russian-Arme-
said the two men reviewed bilateral nian security talks that took place in
military ties “in the context of a further Yerevan within the framework of the
deepening and strengthening of Rus-Collective Security Treaty Organiza-

sian-Armenian strategic relations.”
Gerasimov, who took over the six former Soviet republics. The talks

Russian military’s General Staff in focused on an agreement paving theopposition

November, met his Armenian counter- way for joint arms production and
part, Colonel-General Yuri
Khachaturov, and Defense Minister be signed soon.

Seyran Ohanian earlier in the day. He Nikolay Bordyuzha, the CSTO

repair. The agreement is expected to

The February 18 presidential elec- The phenomenon of Raffi stands
tion in Armenia has proved to be unex- out during the current political season
pected not only for the “modest” level in Armenia. The man whose election
of Sargsyan’s score (about 59 per-campaign was covered mostly in an
cent) considering predictions of his ironic light — and President Sargsyan

tion (CSTO), a Russian-led alliance of landslide by a wide margin, but also by assessed it as a “campaign of hand-

the number of votes polled by his main shakes” — suddenly proved to skeptics
challenger, Raffi thatnotonlythe so-called protest mass
Hovannisian (about 37 percent). in Armenia was ready for fair elec-
Many political analysts and ex- tions. Spin doctors will still have to
perts say it is unprecedented given theproperly evaluate this phenomenon,
uphill battle the opposition candidate but it seems patently clear even now

was due to visit the Gyumri headquar- secretary general, said on January 291as had to wage against electoral fraucthat a lot of the supporters of the
ters of a Russian military base in Ar- that Yerevan and Moscow are alreadyas well as ‘administrative resource’ opposition Armenian National Con-
menia before returning to Moscow. preparing to open seven facilities in and power wielded by the authorities. gress, Dashnaktsutyun and the “alter-

A statement by the Armenian Armeniafor maintenance and repair of Allegations about the government native” Prosperous Armenia Party, the
Defense Ministry said Gerasimov’'s military hardware. According to a plantogive Hovannisianan “honorable three major political forces that did not
talks with Khachaturov and Ohanian Russian government daily, they will second place” were in the media longtake partin the election, also gave their
focused on regional security and Rus-cater for tanks, armored personnelbefore the election. Even after the votes to Hovannisian, as did a consid-
sian-Armenian “military and military- carriers, air-defense systems and evempublication of the early results of the erable part of the civil society.
technical cooperation.” That included helicopter gunships. vote, another opposition candidate The most obvious outcome of
Hrant Bagratyan hinted at the fact thatthe ballot is that from now onward all
in the beginning the government may will at least have to reckon with this
have even encouraged some people tdact. And despite the fact that Russian
vote for Hovannisian, but at one point President Vladimir Putin has already
had to interrupt his “winning march”, congratulated Sargsyan on his reelec-
sensing danger to its candidate’s re-tion as president, post-election events
election. are still likely to unfold in Armenia.

The governmentindeed needed aHundreds of people had turned out for
decent “number two”, and it is not a a press conference that Hovannisian
coincidence that on Tuesday, refer-called in Liberty Square on Tuesday.
ring to the 37 percent of the vote polled Addressing media and them he sug-
by Hovannisian, chief of presidential gested that Sargsyan should concede to
staff Vigen Sargsyan dismissed accu-“the people’s victory” and start trans-
sations from some international ob- ferring power to the people or face
servers that the elections were not“adequate steps”. Thousands are also
genuinely competitive. However, the [ikely to turn out for another such gath-
authorities apparently did not expect eringin Liberty Square that Hovannisian
so many people to go to the polls to called for today, February 20.

Karabakh Celebrates Anniversary of
National Movement

"“;“. 1 _l:r'“ul . e # lf
' Lo mmeLLd :
jor ﬁ!l_'ﬂ“ﬂ_

February 20th marks the 25th anni- press the first truly democratic move-
versary of the Nagorno Karabakh Libera- ment in the crumbling USSR. Moscow
tion Movement. On February 20, 1988, deployed Soviet troops along with
reflecting the will of local population, Azerbaijani militiato instill fear and sig-
Karabakh's legislature petitioned Soviet naling crackdown.
leadership bodies of Azerbaijan and Arme-

In response to peaceful manifesta-

cast their ballots for Hovannisian. It is yet difficult to say what the
More than 500,000 votes in Ar- phenomenon of Raffi will end in. It is
menia, where, according to official quite possible that more rallies will be
figures, there are about 2.5 million held, or that Hovannisian will be offered
voters, but according to unofficial a high position in the Sargsyan govern-
counts the number of eligible voters ment. Consolidation around him of other
barely reaches 1.8 million, and with a opposition forces is also possible. But

nia to transfer the autonomy from Soviet tionsin Stepanakert, well-organized Azeri 60-percent turnout should have broughtone thing is clear now — the Raffi factor
Azerbaijan to Soviet Armenia, aiming to mobs attacked and murdered hundredsd{ovannisian a convincing victory. In s strongly present in post-election Ar-

correct Stalin's self-willed decisionof 1921. of ethnic Armenians in towns and vil-
“Our nation's struggle against for- lages throughout Azerbaijan, including

eign yoke, nearly seven decades of perSumgait, Baku and Kirovabad (former

sistent violence and oppression was atArmenian Gandzak).

the very basis of the 1988 Movement”, By 1991, Azerbaijan launched a

said President of Artsakh Bako Sahakyanfull-scale military aggression against

on this occasion.
25 years ago, Karabakh's aspira-dom, killing thousands and destroying

tions were fiercely opposed by the cen-Armenian towns and villages. Resolu-

Nagorno Karabakh’'s demand for free-

fact, Hovannisian declared himself to menia and is likely to last.

condemned “indiscriminate use of force” eventually forced the aggressor into a
by Azerbaijan against “innocent chil- ceasefire, which was signed by
dren, women, and men in ... communi- Azerbaijan, Armenia and Nagorno
ties in and around Nagorno-Karabakh Karabakh Republic in May of 1994.
andin Armenia”. (http://thomas.loc.gov/ Since then, NKR has been devel-
cgi-bin/query/z?c102:S.+Res.+128:) oping as an independent democracy,
However, Armenians could de- with effective government and well-

tral Soviet authorities, who tried to sup- tion 128 by the US Senate (May, 1991) fend their houses on the battlefield, andfunctioning civil society.

“All of us, the whole nation will do
everything possible for continuous
strengthening of our independent state-
hood that has been reached at such a
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A Cathedral on the Verge of Collapse: The Campaign to Save Mren
An Interview with Dr. Christina Maranci

By Lucine Kasbarian

MEDFORD, MA -- Dr. Christina
Maranci, Arthur H. Dadian and Ara T.
Oztemel Associate Professor of Ar-
menian Art and Architecture at Tufts
University in Medford, Mass., has is-
sued a call to save th& entury Mren
Cathedral of Western Armenia, located
in the Kars region of present-day Tur-
key. Prof. Maranci's areas of exper-
tise include Byzantine art and architec-
ture, and the art and architecture of the
Transcaucasus—principally Armenia.
She is considered one of the world’s
authorities on the Mren Cathedral.

According to Dr. Maranci, “the Dr. Christina Maranci
cathedral of Mren is now in danger of
collapse. Constructed circa 638 AD, Cathedral seems to rival in size the Mren Cathedral today
Mren is a masterpiece of world art and Great Cathedral of Ani, and contains
a product of the ‘Golden Age’ of Ar- bas-reliefs and remnants of frescos
menian architecture. Bearing an in- hot unlike those at the Cathedral of the
scription naming the Roman emperor Holy Cross in Aghtamar. Is forbidden
Heraclius, and a unique sculpted reliefaccess the reason why Mren is not as
image of Heraclius returning well known as these other two monu-
Christendom’s greatest relic-——the ments?

True Cross—to Jerusalem, Mren pre- CM: Mren and Ani are compa-
serves precious material evidence forrableinsize, and Mren probably served
one of the most dramatic and yet p00r|yaS a local model for Ani Cathedral in
documented moments in history. It is its domed basilica layout and form,
also the largest domed basilica surviv-2lthough Ani exhibits typical features
ing from the region, and a key example of the 10-11th century Armenian ar-

of the architectural achievements of chitectural tradition. Mren has
the seventh century.” sculpted bas-reliefs on its portals and

Dr. Maranci stresses that Mren over some windows, and preserves
may not be standing much longer. fragments of wall painting in the east- {
“Photographs from the 1990s to the €rn end. However, it bears nothing [
first decade of the 2fcentury show like the program of figural reliefs at Mren Cathedral early 20th century

the progressive collapse of the southAght'amar—something that makes
facade. Now the entire south aisle liesthis church anomalous even in thetimes. While it dates to the early medi- monument, so isolated and in such a

in rubble on the ground, severely com-Armenian tradition. Aght'amar’'s wall eval period, it is generally thought to seismic area, has survived as well as it
promising the domed Superstructurepainting is also better preserved. Buthave a 9 century phase and perhapshas—so far.

of the monument and opening the inte-the inaccessibility of Mren surely even later ones. Mrenis the only one of LK: How can readers of this
rior and its wall paintings to the ele- shaped its scholarly reception andthese monuments that is linked to theinterview help bring attention to Mren
ments,” she says. “The prospect ofpublic awareness about it. Toros broader global world via its epigraphy Cathedral so that scholars and restor-
stabilizing what is left is at present Toramanyan, known as the father of and sculpture. It speaks directly to theers might conduct important inspec-
doubtful, however, because of Mren’s Armenian architectural historiogra- network of relationships between em-tion and preservation work and so
position within a military zone in East- Phy, tells us that he himself was only pire, frontier, and local Armenian no- that Mren may become a protected

ern Turkey (Kars province) next to the able to visit it for one day. bility. There is much more to say but site?
closed Armenian-Turkish border. Vis- LK: The website VirtualAni.org this is a start, one hopes. CM: | am in the midst of con-
iting the site is forbidden.” describes Mren as being one of four LK: Even as Mrenisonthe brink tacting UNESCO and, of course, nomi-

Dr. Maranci is campaigning to Structures similar in design and which of collapse, would you say thatitis one nating the monument to the World
raise awareness about Mren’s precari-Were likely builtaround the same time, of the more intact monuments still Monuments Fund. | will also be orga-
ous condition. “Mren has stood for the other three being the St. Gayanestanding in the Kars/Ani region? nizing a global petition in the very near
over a millennium, bearing world his- Church—Dbuilt between 630 and 641 CM: Well, it is hard to say. So future. In the meantime, readers who
tory on its walls,” she says. Its col- AD at Etchmiadzin; the church of St. many are in danger, so many havewould like to get involved in the cam-
lapse would represent a tragic loss toJohn at Bagavan—built between 632 -collapsed, and so many have been lospaign to save Mren Cathedral may sig-

human knowledge.” 639 AD and north of the Lake Van to historical record. But it is remark- nal their interest by contacting me at:
Following is an interview with region but now destroyed; and the able in many ways that a 7th century Christina.Maranci@tufts.edu

Dr. Maranci. Odzun Basilica—probably built in the
Lucine Kasbarian: For years, first half of the T century AD in the HOVanniSian Rallies Thousands

scholars and travelers have been unOdzun region of Armenia. How does . ¢ .

able to obtain official permission to Mrencompare in historical importance Against ‘Stolen Election

visit this site. When was the last time t0 these other structures? Continued frompage 1 liament deputy who played a major role

that architectural experts had access = CM: Gayaneis obviously impor- in the 2008 post-election protests

to Mren? tant for its connections to the conver- paign of street protests, urging sup-staged by another opposition leader,
Christina Maranci: Thelasttime sion to Christianity tradition and be- porters to brace themselves for a “pro-Levon Ter-Petrosian.

anyone was able to do substantial sci-cause of its connections to the Patri-|onged struggle.” “The triumph of the Armenian

entific work there was in the 1960s arch Ezr, who is thought to have built “We will wait here until 2 p.m. citizen is unstoppable and the victory

when Nicole and Jean-Michel Thierry it. If the church of Bagavan were tomorrow or as much as necessary toof the people inevitable,” Pashinian
visited multiple times. | have never standing today, it would haye_ begn, by meet him and hold a ceremony of thetold the enthusiastic crowd, calling
been there although | have tried to getfar, the largest domed basilica in the transfer of power right here in Liberty Hovannisian the legitimate election

permission. region. Odzun is difficult to discuss, Square,” Hovannisian said. “We must winner.
LK: Observers say that Mren because ithas beenrenovated so mangtay here until victory. This time it But Pashinian cautioned that the
won’t be a moral victory. It will be a success of the movement will depend

real victory.” on Hovannisian’s “determination” and

In his speech, Hovannisian also ability to “address the people without
appealed to other opposition forces topuzzles.” “The people of Armenia can-
join his movement. Some prominent not be led to a defeat or disappoint-
opposition figures rushed to expressment. Victory or northing! Victory and
support for his cause at the rally. nothing else!” declared the outspoken
Those included Nikol Pashinian, a par- oppositionist.
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98th Times Square Armenian Genocide
Commemoration

NEW YORK, NY -
- A large throng is ex
pected to participate i
the 98th Anniversar
Commemoration of th
Armenian Genocide to 1
held in Times Squar|}
(43rd St. & Broadway} 38
on Sunday, April 21 fronfilks
2-4 pm. The organize »
invite people of all backf
grounds to join togethq
to commemorate the A
menian Genocide an
subsequent genocid
during Genocide Awarg
ness Month and to spe st it
out against this horrerf & e
dous crime against h = e
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cide: Denying the Undg
niable is Criminal.” This

aashy ey weed il ol b o by Cwwes st o gverty § RS0 DB T

awm I d b wes el grrmi b g wwm el eooer

Massis wWeekly

FEBRUARY 23, 2013

Author Aris Janigian to Speak at NAASR on
“Exile, Memory, and Assimilation”

BELMONT, MA -- Noted writer
Aris Janigian, author of the acclaimed
recent novel This Angelic Land, will
give alecture entitled “Exile, Memory,
and Assimilation: The Armenian Expe-
rience as the Essential American Expe
rience,” on Thursday, March 14, 2013,
at 8:00 p.m. at the National Associa-
tion for Armenian Studies and Re-
search (NAASR), 395 Concord Av-
enue, Belmont, MA. The lecture is co-
sponsored by the AGBU-YP, Boston,
and NAASR.

This lecture is given in recognition
of Emmanuel P. Varandyan (1902-1988),
novelist (The Well of Ararat, The Moon sary book.”
Sails), Professor of English Literature at Holding a Ph.D. in psychology,
Ohio State University, NAASR Board from 1993 to 2005, Aris Janigian was
Member and benefactor, and tirelesssenior professor of Humanities at
advocate for Armenian Studies. Southern California Institute of Archi-

Aris Janigian is considered one tecture. He has published in genres as
of the most important Armenian- diverse as poetry, social psychology,
American novelists working today. and design criticism. Aside from his
Each of his three critically acclaimed novels, he is co-author along with
novels, Bloodvine, Riverbig, and This April Greiman of Something from
Angelic Land places ethnic Armenian Nothing, a book on the philosophy of

Author Aris Janigian

historic event will pay tribute to the 1.5 Pasha, one of the three main authors ofharacters against the backdrop of thegraphic design.

million Armenians who were massa- the Armenian Genocide. Hasan Cemal,

cred by the Young Turk Government a member of the Turkish establish-

American cultural landscape. The first Janigian was a contributing writer
two novels are setin the Central Valley to West, the Los Angeles Times Sunday

of the Ottoman Empire and to the ment and a newspaper columnist, be-0f Californiainthe early 1960s, and the magazine, a finalist for the William

millions of victims of subsequent geno- gan hisinquiry into the Armenian Geno-
cides worldwide. Speakers will in- cide following the killing of Turkish

third, This Angelic Land, published Saroyan Fiction Prize, and the recipient
last May, is set during the 1992 Los of the Anahid Literary Award from Co-

clude civic, religious, humanitarian, diplomats by a group of young Arme- Angeles riots. In tapping themes of lumbia University. He is a contributing
educational, cultural leaders, and per-njans who went by the name of ASALA. exile, memory, and assimilation, writer for thenervousbreakdown.com,
forming artists. This event is free and At first, Hasan Cemal supported the Janigian uses the Armenian experienceand lives in Los Angeles.
open to the public. official government point of view, and @s a lens through which to explore the More information about Janigian’s
Dennis R. Papazian, PhD, imme- as he became more knowledgeablecentral American experience. In that lecture may be had by calling 617-489-
diate past National Grand Commanderfinally concluded thatindeed there was context, critic D. J. Waldie of the Los 1610, faxing 617-484-1759, e-mailing
of Knights of Vartan and Founding a genocide of the Armenians perpe-Angeles Review of Books has called hg@naasr.org, or writing to NAASR,
Director of the Armenian Research trated by the Young Turk party which This Angelic Land, “Today’s neces- 395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA 02478.

Center at the University of Michigan- controlled the Ottoman government in
Dear_born, and Dr. Mary A. Papaz!an, 1915-1923. The book has inspired
President of Southern Connecticut many members of the Turkish elites to

State University, will preside over the reevaluate their denial of the Armenian
ceremonies. Genocide.”

Dr. Dennis Papazian comments, The 98th Commemoration is or- AGBU Announces Krekor
“Recent momentous events encourageyanized by the Mid-Atlantic chapters Karaguezian as New Chair of Western
me to believe that the long vigil of the of the Knights & Daughters of Vartan, District Committee of United States
Armenian people waiting for recogni- an international Armenian fraternal or- The AGBU Central Office an-
tion of their genocide by the Turkish ganization headquartered in the Unitednounces that Krekor Karaguezian ha
government may be coming to a posi- States, and co-sponsored by Arme-beenappointed Chairofthe U.S. West
tive conclusion. Aninfluential Kurdish njan General Benevolent Union, Arme- ern District region for a term of two
leader in Turkey, a member of Parlia- njan Assembly of America, Armenian Yéars beginning on January 1, 2013.
ment and vice-president of the pro- National Committee of America, Ar- Mr. Karaguezian is a lifelong
Kurdish Democratic Society Congress, menian Council of America and the member of AGBU who has demon-
Ahmet Turk, admitted that the Kurdish Armenian Democratic League- strated a strong sense of leadership i
people played a significant role in the Ramgavars. the global Armenian community. He
“torture and massacre of Armenians, Participating Organizations in- was activeinthe AGBU-AYA scouting
Assyrians and Yezidis” during the Ar- clude the Diocese of the Armenian movement in Beirut, and played an
menian Genocide and apologized totheChurch of America, Prelacy of the instrumentalrole in organizing the first
Armenian people. Armenian Church, Armenian Mission- scouting movement in California prior o

Dr. Papazian continues, “A sec- ary Association of America, Armenian to taking on the position of the AGBU pyedis Markarian, Treasurer: Aline
ond momentous event was the publi-Catholic Eparchy for US and Canada, Asbeds Vice Chairman. Yeterian, Secretary; and Julia
cation of a book in Turkey entitled Mid-Atlantic ACYOA, AYF, Armenian The following individuals have aghishian, Aram Aginian, Harry Balian,

“The Armenian Genocide” by Hasan youth organizations, Armenian univer- been appointed to serve under hi5|eadBenjamin Charchian, Silva Nazaretian
Cemal, the grandson of Cemal (Jamal)sity and college clubs. ership: Tom Alexanian, Vice Chair; and Krikor Simonian, members.

Krekor Karaguezian New Chair of AGBU
Western District Committee

Armenian Studies Program at Fresno State
to Hold 25th Annual Banquet

FRESNO -- The Armenian Stud- Garden Travel Guide: Armenia and
ies Program of California State Uni- Karabagh (3rd edition). President Dr. John Welty, who will be of the Program and its students.
versity, Fresno, will hold its 25th An- Matthew Karanian is a lawyer, retiring this summer, will be recog- The reception willbegin at5:00PM
nual Banquet on Sunday, March 17, writer, and photographer who first nized for his twenty-two years of ser- followed by the Banquet at 6:00PM.
2013 at the Fort Washington Golf and traveled to Armenia in 1995, and hasvice with a special presentation. Tickets are available at $50 per
Country Club in Fresno. worked there as Associate Dean of the More than forty student recipi- person, with a special price of $25 for

This year’s Banquet will feature law program at the American Univer- ents of Armenian Studies scholar- Fresno State students and Fresno State
anillustrated presentation, “Armenia’s sity of Armenia in Yerevan. ships and grants for 2012-2013 will faculty. Reservations for tables of 10
First Travel Guide: A Creative Jour- Robert Kurkjian is an environ- be recognized at the Banquet. Stu-are also being accepted.
ney,” by Matthew Karanian and Rob- mental scientist, consultant, and pho-dents who are graduating with a Mi- For more information about the
ert Kurkjian, author and photographer tographer who first traveled to Arme- nor in Armenian Studies will also be Banquet, please contact the Armenian
of the newly published, The Stone niain 1995. He has served as Directorrecognized. Studies Program at 559-278-2669.

of the Environmental Conservation and The Armenian Studies Banquet

Research Center at the American Uni-brings together Fresno State students,

versity of Armenia in Yerevan. faculty, administrators, and the com-
At the Banquet, Fresno State munity, to celebrate the achievements
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pLUS TWO

SURFRISE VISITS!

Day Trip To
e Barbara &

March 16, 2013

We will be headed to Catchuma Lake
to have a barbeque lunch, then visit
Solvang & Downtown Santa Barbara

ﬂr-'_f.h:rrl‘trn‘-' Times & Locations
T3y a.m.
00 a.m, — 300 N, Glendale Ave., Glendale

$50.00 Per Person

Cor imformetir, .|l|'. vy pontact Lena af 626=-485-6434 or Karine af 818-324-0574

D[, ugmg

i f',‘-ulu:dll}'

106G0 MW, Allen Ave., Pasadena
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Campus Preview
2013
10am - 12pm
Pre K - 8th

February 23,

CelE Merdinian
Armentan
Evangelical
School

=

&

POLECE] THT

EXPERIENCE ALL THAT MERDINIAN HAS TO OFFER

Accredited by WASC
Daily Chapel Service

Caring Environment

Rigorous Curriculum Aligned with State Standards

Credentialed/Experienced Faculty
Affordable Tution Fees
Low Teacher to Student Ratio

Renovated Hall
New Basketball/Volleyhall Court
New Computer Lab

New Technology: Document Cameras, Projectors

Art Room, Choir

Programs: Dance, Art, Sports, Chess, and Zumba

Enter for your chance to WIN $100 OFF your Child’s Registration Fee!!

-

Five winners will be awarded.

131330 Riverside Dinve, Shermanm Oaks, CA 91423

R18-907-8 149 waw.merdinianschool.com Please visit us on facebook: Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School
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