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Pope Francis Reaffirms Armenian Genocide Louisiana State Senate Recognizes
Recognition Independence of Karabakh

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA -
- The Louisiana branch of the Arme-
nian Council of America (ACA) re-
ports the Louisiana State Senate passe
a Senate Resolution 151 (SR 151) o
Thursday, May 30, 2013 recognizing
the Nagorno Karabakh Republic and
expressing support to develop as a fre
and independent nation in order to §
guarantee its citizens those rights in-
herent in a free and independent soci
ety. The resolution also urges the U.S.
President and Congress to support the
self-determination and democratic in-

It was the first mﬂiﬂr dependence of the Nagorno Karabak
gEnﬂ'ﬂidE ﬂf thE! xx E-Entur}". Republic and its constructive involve-

ment with the international
a— community’s efforts to reach a just

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis  victim as she introduced herself. and lasting solution to security issuessiana State Senate against SR 151, it's
has publicly stood by his past state- “It was the first major genocide in that strategically important region. passage is a testament to the integrity
ments describing the 1915 mass Kkill- of the 20th century,” replied the Pope. SR 151 was spearheaded by Loui-of our State Legislators,” said Louisi-
ings and deportations of Armenians in Francis has described the World siana State Senator Edwin R. Murrayana ACA Chairman, Mr. Vasken
the Ottoman Empire as Genocide. ~ War l-era deaths of some 1.5 million D-New Orleans, a distinguished mem- Kaltakdjian. “Hard work and persever-

Pope Francis reiterated his view Armenians as genocide on at least onéder of the state legislature representingance for a just cause will always pay
on the subject during a meeting with occasion in the past, when he was Arch-Louisiana’s 4th Senate District, off, and | thank Senator Murray along
the Lebanon-based Armenian Catholic bishop Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Buenos worked closely with ACA of Louisiana with the other Legislatures for retain-
Patriarch Nerses Bedros XIX held at Aires. Speaking in 2006, he also urgedto ensure the resolution’s passage.ng their principles.”

il )

Louisiana State Senator Edwin Murray

the Vatican this week. Turkey to acknowledge the genocide. “Considering the amount of lobbying “We were glad to hear the news
A video report on the meeting The late Pope John Paul Il like- and threats conveyed by the Turkish

circulated by the Catholic TV news wise called the slaughter of Ottoman and Azeri governments within the Loui- Continued onpage 3

agency Rome Reports Armenians “the first genocide of the :

(Romereports.com)showed him 20th century” when he visited Arme- Armenian FM, US Secretary of State

greeting Nerses Bedros and several Arniain 2001. But his successor Benedict . .

menian Catholics accompanying the pa-XVI, who resigned in March, refrained Meet in Washlngton

triarch. One of them, a woman, told from using the word genocide with
Francis that her family was a genociderespect to the 1915 massacres.

v

Notoriously Violent Governor of Syunik
“Temporarily’ Resigns Over Deadly Shooting

YEREVAN -- The notoriously
violent governor of Armenia’s south-
eastern Syunik province said on Mon-
day that he is “temporarily” stepping
down in connection with a weekend
shootout outside his villa that left one
of his local rivals dead and two other
men injured.

Suren Khachatrian announced his
decision following the arrest of his son
Tigran and one of his bodyguards on
suspicion of involvement in the late-

Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian and Secretary of State John Kerry

night incident in Goris, a provincial WASHINGTON, DC — US Sec- “Armenia today is an important
town that has long been his de facto . retary of State John Kerry and Armenian partner with United States in a number
fiefdom. Suren Khachatrian Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian had of initiatives. Importantly, they’re help-
Khachatrian is notorious for his a meeting at the Department of State ining us in Afghanistan with ISAF,
violent conduct and was in the center Law-enforcement authorities gave Washington, D.C., on June 4. they’'ve played a key role in Kosovo
of several major scandals connectedfew details of the shooting, saying only “It's my pleasure today to wel- helping to keep peace there. And one

with beatings and arbitrary behavior of thatitfollowed a bitter dispute involving come Foreign Minister Edward of the most issues, obviously, that we
his relatives or bodyguards. KhachatrianAvetik Budaghian, a 43-year-old local Nalbandian from Armenia. And for all really want to try to see resolved
was also in a “war of words” with businessman and his brother Artak, whome, it is a particular pleasure to wel- one day is the frozen conflict of
former opposition presidential candi- is the commander of an Armenian armycome him because | think everybody Nagorno-Karabakh. It is critical that
date Raffi Hovannisian, who accused unit stationed in the area. Avetik died on knows Massachusetts is home to oneall the parties — when | say all the
him of rigging the February vote in the spot, while Artak and another man, of the largest populations of Arme- parties, | mean, obviously, the
Syunik in favor of President Serzh whois apparently linked to the governor, nians outside of Armenia, so we're Azerbaijanis, but also Turkey, Russia,
Sarkisian. were hospitalized with serious gunshotvery happy. | have many, many friends Iran, others — try to find a way to help
The authorities in Yerevan, mean- wounds. in the Armenian community, and for break the impasse that has kept this
while, were in no rush to sack or Police units sent from Yerevan years, have worked with my friends in struggle alive and always potentially
prosecute Khachatrian despite renewedeportedly searched the houses ofArmenia on a number of different is- dangerous,” he stated.
allegations by opposition and civic ac- Khachatrian and his relatives shortly sues, Secretary Kerry said before the “We also have other issues of great
tivists about impunity enjoyed by pow- meeting with the Armenian Foreign
erful government loyalists in Armenia. Continuedonpage4 Minister. Continued on page 3
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Advanced Russian Missiles Deployed Inauguration of Armenian Patriarch
in Armenia of Jerusalem

Iskander-M s missiles ystems

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Russia officials and experts.
has deployed in Armenia state-of-the-art Russian-Armenian military ties
ballistic missiles capable of striking tar- appear to have deepened further in thdnauguration ceremony of newly elected Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem
gets more than 400 kilometers away, |ast few months, with Russia’s Defense
according to a source in the Armenian Minister Sergey Shoygu and chief of the JERUSALEM -- The inaugura- ness Catholicos Aram | of the Holy See
Defense Ministry. General Staff, Colonel-General Valery tion ceremony of newly elected Arme- of Cilicia on the occasion of the inau-
Speaking on the condition ano- Gerasimov, visiting Armenia early this hian Patriarch of Jerusalem His Emi- guration. Aram Ateshian, the Patriar-
nymity, the source told RFE/RL’s Ar- year. Armenian Defense Minister Seyran nence Archbishop Nourhan Manoogian chal Vicar of the Armenian Patriarch-
menian service (Azatutyun.am) over the Ohanian held follow-up talks with was held in the Mother Cathedral of ate of Constantinople, who attended
weekend that several Iskander-M sys-Shoygu a mid-April trip to Moscow. Saint James in Jerusalem. The newthe inauguration ceremony, congratu-
tems are currently stationed at undis- President Vladimir Putin and his Patriarch, accompanied by the bish-|ated the newly elected Patriarch and
closed locations in the country. The Armenian counterpart Serzh Sarkisianops, moved to the major sacristy of the as a gift presented him a Holy Grail.
source declined to clarify whether they also discussed defense cooperation wheMother Cathedral from the Patriarch- The Christian spiritual leaders of
were delivered to the Armenian armed they met near Moscow on March 12. ate, where he knelt and recited his oathjerusalem, the Deputy Mayor of
forces or the Russian military base head-Sarkisian reportedly thanked Putin for bareheadedly. Jerusalem, Palestinian delegation, along
quartered in Gyumri. “good progress” in bilateral military ties After the recitation of the oath, with a number of ambassadors and
The Defense Ministry in Yerevan made since their previous meeting in Grand Sacristan, Archbishop Sevanmany other distinguished guests at-
did not officially and explicitly refute the December. Gharibian handed over the patriarchaltended the inauguration ceremony.
information. Ministry spokesman A Russian-Armenian defense crozier to the Patriarch as a symbol of Archbishop Nourhan Manoogian
Artsrun Hovannisian was quoted by agreement signed in August 2010 com-assuming the patriarchal office. has been elected the Armenian Patri-
168.am Monday as saying only that the mits Moscow to helping Yerevan obtain His Grace Archbishop Nathan arch of Jerusalem on January 24. The
Armenian army has no Iskander-Ms in “modern and compatible weaponry and Hovhannisyan recited the congratula- patriarchal throne remained vacant
its arsenal. special military hardware.” Russian as- tory address of the Supreme Patriarchsince the former Armenian Patriarch
Citing an unnamed Russian mili- sistance is vital for the implementation of and Catholicos of All Armenians of Jerusalem Rev. Archbishop Torkom
tary source, the Russian news agencya five-year plan to modernize the Arme- Karekin 1l. Archbishop Varuzhan Manoukyan passed away after long
Regnum reported on May 15 that Mos- nian army that was adopted by the Herkelyan read the letter of His Holi- jliness at the age of 93.
cow is likely to deploy the advanced Sarkisian administration later in 2010.

surface-to-surface missiles as part ofThe plan puts the emphasis on the acqui- Armenia Invited to Join the UN

the ongoing modernization of its base insition of long-range precision-guided . .. .

Armenia. weapons. Peacekeeping Mission in Lebanon
Designated by NATO as SS-26 The Armenian military has been

Stone, Iskander-M is regarded by mili- equipped until now with only Scud-B

tary analysts as one of the most ad-and Tochka-U ballistic missiles that have
vanced missile systems of its kind in the firing ranges of 300 kilometers and 120
world. The system known for its preci- kilometers respectively. The Soviet-era g
sion was developed in the 1990s andsystems are less advanced than Iskande
adopted by the Russian army in 2006.M. The military makes no secret of its =
With an operational range of at least 400readiness to use them against
kilometers, its 7.3-meter-long missiles Azerbaijan’s oil and gas installations in

can overcome existing missile-defensecase of a renewed war for Nagorno-
systems, according to Russian military Karabakh.

Samantha Power Nominated as US
Ambassador to the United Nations

WASHINGTON, DC --
Samantha Power is Preside
Barack Obama’s pick to su
ceed Susan Rice as the 3
bassador to the United N
tions. The Dublin native a
longtime Obama adviser is
former journalist, Harvard prq
fessor and Pulitzer Prize wi
ning author for a book o
genocide.

Armenia soldiers serving in United Nations peacekeeping forces

YEREVAN — Armenia plansto team of Armenian military officials
contribute troops this year to a United will travel to Rome next week to dis-
Nations peacekeeping force deployedcuss the issue with their Italian coun-
in southern Lebanon, the Defense Min-terparts, he said.
istry in Yerevan said on Tuesday. A specialized working group of

“Italy, which leads the UN peace- the Ministry of Defense will leave for
keeping mission in Lebanon, has offi- Rome next week to continue the nego-
cially offered Armeniathrough the UN tiations. This will be followed by the

Over the years, she h to add an Armenian contingent to the visit of the Chief of General Staff of
earned areputation for being mission,” the ministry spokesman, the Armed Forces. Two Armenian
a passionate human rights advocateas an analysis of some of the underly-Artsrun Hovannisian, told RFE/RL’s peacekeeping platoons are likely to be
and highly outspoken political aide ing reasons for the persistent failure of Armenian service (Azatutyun.am). deployed in Lebanon by the end of the

Her second book, “A Problem governments and the international com- “Negotiations are now underway current year.
from Hell: America and the Age of munity to collectively identify, recog- with Italy’s Defense Ministry and the One Officer of RA Armed Forces
Genocide” offers a survey of the ori- nize and then respond effectively to UN regarding the structure, deploy- has been involved in the UN observa-
gin of the word genocide, the major genocides ranging from the Armenian ment site, number of troops, supplies
genocides of the 20th century, as wellGenocide to the Rwandan Genocide. and other issues,” Hovannisian said. A Continued on page 3
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Knesset MP: Israel Must Recognize
Armenian Genocide

JERUSALEM, ARMENPRESS -

- "Armenpress" reporter in Jerusalem
had a conversation with the leader of
Israel's "Meretz" party, member of

Knesset Zahava Gal-On regarding thej
issue of discussions dedicated to the
Armenian Genocide recognition in the

plenary session of Knesset, organizing
open public discussions, and a numbe
of other issues as well.

- The issue of the Armenian
Genocide recognition was discussed
at the plenary session of Knesset on
Your initiative, and a decision was
made to pass it to the Knesset Com-
mittee. Has the Knesset Commit-
tee already decided which Ministry’s
commission should discuss this is-
sue?

Knesset member Zahava Gal-On

sion.

- What are Your expectations
regarding the Armenian Genocide

- The issue is still under the recognition in the respect of the
consideration of the Knesset Commit- restoration of warm relations be-
tee. The Knesset Committee has nottween Israel and Turkey, which
passed it to any ministerial commis- launched two months ago?
sion. But next week we shall check it - In my opinion the time has
out if it is possible to pass it to the come for the Israeli Government to
Commission of the Ministry of Educa- reach an agreement with Turkey, a
tion. state agreement, and reconcile with

We want to clarify ifitis possible Turkey and not to use the Armenian
to organize an open public discussionGenocide issue for political reasons,
to invite experts of the realm and rep- but to recognize the Armenian Geno-
resentatives of the Armenian Commu- cide without linking it to its relations
nity of Israel. This issue has not beenwith Turkey.
clarified yet. - Can the Armenian Patriarch-

Two years ago the Knesset passedate of Jerusalem or the newly elected
the Armenian Genocide issue to theArmenian Patriarch help You re-
Commission of the Ministry of Educa- garding the recognition of the Ar-
tion, which even managed to organizemenian Genocide by the Israeli
one public discussion. Government?

- What was the reason for ter- -Yes. I find thatthe newly elected
minating the discussions in the Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem must
same commission and passing the have meetings with the incumbent
issue to the Knesset Committee? Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

- Unfortunately, it's a part of Ze'ev Elkin and the Prime Minister of
political conjuncture, result of political
and state interests of the Israeli Gov-They exercise vast influence in the
ernment. At that time the relations Knesset.
between the Israeli Government and I want to repeat that lobbyist
Turkey were intense because of theactivity is of a certain importance in

Marmara ship events, hence the Israelithis issue. We must stand above ev-

Government permitted the open dis-erything. This must be a moral issue
cussion. Currently, Israel isimproving and not an object of political specula-
its relations with Turkey and does not tions.
want to permit any open discussion,
save that in the Knesset plenary ses-

Interview by Archimandrite
Koryun Baghdasaryan

Armenian FM, US Secretary of State

Meet in Washington

rial integrity who are sharing the vision
that the relations between Armenia and
importance to us: the economic partner-Turkey should be normalized without
ship, the development of the economypreconditions, who are sharing the
and strengthening of democracy, andsame values of democracy, funda-
the security of our friends, the Armenian mental freedoms, liberty, human rights,
people,” Secretary Kerry said. market economy, who are very thank-
Armenian Foreign Minister Edward ful that during the last two decades

Continued frompage 1

Nalbandian thanked Secretary Kerry for since our independence, United Statest

the warm welcome and said it's a plea-extended very important support for
sure to him to be in Washington. Armenia, and we are thankful for that,
“Both countries have a good in- Minister Nalbandian said.

teraction in the international arena cov- “Iwould like to use also opportu-
ering international regional security, nity to express our gratitude to the
proliferation, fight against terrorism, President Obama Administration for
as you mentioned, peacekeeping op-remarkable contribution to the strength-
erations from Kosovo to Afghanistan, ening of Armenian-American relations,
other challenges, who are sharing vi- which are today in their highest point.
sion —same vision —thatitis important And I'm sure and confident that with
to continue efforts to find exclusively our joint efforts, we could elevate that
peaceful solution to the Nagorno- to new heights. And the trust and
Karabakh conflict based on the prin- understanding between our two coun-
ciples and norms of international law, tries is — are the best pillars to extend
particularly non-use of force, exces- further our relations,” the Armenian
sive force, self-determination, territo- Foreign Minister said.

Massis wWeekly

Louisiana State Senate Recognizes
Independence of Karabakh

Continued from page 1 pirations of the people of Nagorno

Karabakh; and WHEREAS, on Sep-
that the Louisiana State Senate hagember 2, 1991, the legislature of
endorsed Artsakh’s freedom and sov-Nagorno Karabakh declared formation
ereignty,” said Permanent Representapf the Nagorno Karabakh Republic, in
tive of the Nagorno Karabakh Republlc accordance with then acting |egis|a_
to the United States, Mr. Robert tion: and
Avetisyan. “We are grateful to Senator WHEREAS, on December 10,
Murray and everyone who supported 1991, the people of the Nagorno
and voted for the Resolution. Artsakh karabakh Republic voted in favor of
will continue to develop as a demo- the independence, and on January 6,
cratic nation, and support from Ameri- 1992 the democratically elected legis-

can legislators reinforces our determi- |ature of the Republic formally de-
nation to aim further achievements cjared independence; and

based on our shared values of human WHEREAS, since proclaiming

I’IghtS and liberties”. independence, the
The Louisiana State Legislature NagornoKarabakhRepublic has regis-
becomes the fourth state IegiSIativetered Significant progress in democ-
body to recognize the Nagorno racy building, which has been most
Karabakh Republic and ask the Unitedyecently demonstrated during the July
States Administration, along with Con- 19 2012, presidential elections that
gress to support the self-determina-\yere assessed by international observ-
tion and democratic independence ofgrg as free and transparent.
the Nagorno Karabakh Republic. Pre- THEREFORE, BE ITRESOLVED
vious States to do so are Massachuthat the Senate of the Legislature of
setts, Rhode Island and Maine. Louisiana hereby encourages and sup-
ports the Nagorno Karabakh Republic’s
The full text of the resolution is continuing efforts to develop as a free
provided below: and independent nation in order to guar-
“WHEREAS, Nagorno Karabakh, antee its citizens those rights inherent in
also known as Artsakh, has histori- a free and independent Society'
cally been Armenian territory, popu- BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
lated by an overwhelming majority of that the president and Congress of the
Armenians, which was illegally sev- ynijted States of America are hereby
ered from Armenia bythe SovietUnion urged to Support the self-determina-
in 1921 and placed under the newly tjon and democratic independence of
created Soviet Azerbaijani administra- the Nagorno Karabakh Republic and
tion; and its constructive involvement with the
WHEREAS, February 20, 1988, international community’s efforts to
marked the beginning of the national reach a just and lasting solution to
liberation movement in Nagorno security issues in that strategically
Karabakh, which inspired people important region.

throughout the Soviet Union to stand BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED

Israel and raise this issue before themup against tyranny and for their rights that a copy of this Resolution be trans-

and freedoms, helping to bring democ-mijtted to the president of the United
racy to millions and contributing to states, the secretary of the United
world peace; and States Senate, the clerk of the United
WHEREAS, the United States states House of Representatives, and
Congress has repeatedly expressegp each member of the Louisiana del-
support for the legitimate freedom as- egation to the United States Congress.

Armenia to Join the UN Peacekeeping Mission

Continued from page 2 rently numbers around 11,000 troops
from over 30 countries, including Italy,
Germany and Turkey. Its mandate was
Armenia’s participationinthe UN broadened by the UN following the
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) 2006 war between Israel and the Leba-
requires the consent of its parliament.nese Hezbollah movement.
The Armenian government has yet to Hovannisian said that Armenia
approach the National Assembly for was offered to join the mission be-
that purpose. cause of its peacekeepers’ positive
The UNIFIL was deployed along record in other international trouble
Lebanon’s border with Israel and the spots.
Israeli-controlled Golan Heightsin 1978 Over 130 Armenian soldiers are
0 maintain peace and stability in the currently deployed in Afghanistan,
area. The multinational mission cur- while 35 others serve in Kosovo.

tion mission in Lebanon since 2012.
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"Lost and Found in Armenia"
in Theaters on June 7th

lost¢found

JAMIE AMGELA PR A EL
KEMMEDY SARAFYAN POGOSYAMN

HRANT
TOKHATYAN

LOS ANGELES -- "Lost and Story in a Small City) and award-
Found in Armenia”, starring Jamie winning producer Valerie McCaffrey
Kennedy and Angela Sarafyan, comes(American History X, Neo Ned) along
out in theaters on June 7th. This is thewith Maral Djerejian (Sideways) and
first Armenian-American movie ever starring comedian Jamie Kennedy
filmed in Armenia, and the majority of (Malibu’s Most Wanted, Scream)
the film is in Armenian with English gnd Angela Sarafyan (A Beautiful

subtitles. We're bigfans ofthefilm, its Life, The Twilight Saga: Breaking year, C. and E. Merdinian Armenian

have on the Armen.ian comr_nun_ﬁity. San Diego, Los Angeles, and Arme-
“Lost& Foundin Armenia”isthe nja. Red Tie Films is the first Arme-

story of Bill (Jamie Kennedy), an Ameri- njan-American production team to
can tourist who vacations to Turkey to shoot in Armenia.
get his mind off a bad break up. In a

Bill unknowingly ends up in a small
village in Armenia, where he is ac- Town Hall 5, it will also be released in
cused of being a Turkish spy. It is in Washington, DC, Boston, Detroit, New

that small village, he meets a beautiful Jersey / Philadelphia, and Fresno. In
Armenian girl (Angela Sarafyan), who
helps him escape from misfortune.
“Lost & Found in Armenia” is a
Red Tie Films production with Award-
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Merdinian 7" & 8" Grade Students’ Trip to
the East Coast

A

From May 4'to May 11" of this  jted the many Armenian monuments
and memorials that are located in Wash-

ington DC as well as ANCA and the

students accompanied by Principal LinaArmenian Embassy. They also experi-
Arslanian and English and Social Stud- enced the unique and awe-inspiring
ies Department Chair, Sona Kassardjianceremonies at the Arlington National

as well as seven parents traveled on arCemetery as well as the Tomb of the

_ The film opens throughout Los eqycational trip to Washington DC, Unknown Soldiers.
comedic and dangerous turn of events Angeles atthe AMC Burbank 8, Beverly Philadelphia, and New York. This trip

Merdinian students were exposed

Hills Laemmle Music Hall, and Encino 55 comprised of some of the mostto so many experiences. They had the
popular sites in United States. Stu-opportunity to see all the classic desti-
dents had the opportunity to visit our nations in both Washington DC and
ey /[ Fhila _ Nation’s Capital, the many unique his- Philadelphia including the White House,
addition, it will also be available on tqricaj sites, government buildings, and Mt. Vernon, Independence Hall, Con-
VOD the same day nationwide. As jnformative museums. They gained agress Hall, Liberty Bell, and the Arme-
with all independent films, it's Impor- clearer understanding about how ournian Genocide Memorial. This trip also
tant to get a strong showing during pational government works, and they included many notable and memorable

winning director Gor Kirakosian (Big opening weekend.

were able to touch American history sijtes in New York: Grand Central Sta-
through the many attractions they vis- tion, Ground Zero, Central Park, Times
ited. Square, Empire State Building, the
The tour allowed students to ex- Statue of Liberty, and Ellis Island.
however. “People are not just scared,perience the wonder of our Nation's Students explored the history and
they shudder [with fear,]” said one Capitalinafunand excitingway. They the government of the United States.
after the incidents, confiscating large middle-aged man. “Switch off your cam- explored the National Archives, visited They discovered how our nation came
amounts of weapons and ammunitions.era,” he said when asked to elaborate. Capitol Hill, Lincoln, Korean, Vietham, to be and how it operates today. Stu-
Khachatrian did not report for “Please don’t ask me questions,” WWII, Jefferson, FDR, Washington, dents had a firsthand experience of the
work and switched off his mobile on said another, female resident of theand lwo Jima Memorials. In addition, fascinating aspect of our government
Monday. “I regret that | could not picturesque town. they were amazed as they visited theand our country’s infrastructure. In
prevent the tragic incident that took Khachatrian, who is better known Smithsonian Museums and the Na-the words of the 7 and & grade
place near my house,” he said in ain Armeniawith his “Liska” nickname, tional Air and Space Museum. Fur- students, to sum up this trip, it would

Notoriously Violent Governor of Syunik

Continued frompage 1

statement posted on the website ofhas held sway in Goris and nearbythermore, they felt proud as they vis- take just one word: unforgettable!

Syunik’s provincial administration. “An  villages ever since the early 1990s.

objective inquiry should now answer Independent media outlets have Iongl

all questions.” implicated him and his relatives in vio-

“I have decided to give up my duties lent attacks on local business rivals as
of governor until the end of the inquiry well as government critics, including a
and have already received permissionSyunik newspaper editor whose car
from my superior body,” he added. was set on fire in 2005.

Some media reports claimed that The controversial governor, who
Khachatrian sought a meeting with is a senior member of the ruling Re-
President Serzh Sarkisian but waspublican Party of Armenia (HHK),
snubbed by the latter. Sarkisian’s pressrisked dismissal in 2008 as he faced ar
secretary, Arman Saghatelian, did notembarrassing government inquiry into
confirm or refute those reports. a newspaper report that accused him

In Goris, meanwhile, relatives of of beating up a teenage boy. He wag
the Budaghian brothers blamed eventually cleared of any wrongdoing.
Khachatrian for the shootings. “This Khachatrian, who was appointed
was the result of lawlessness reigningas Syunik governor in 2004 by then
in this town for more than 10 years,” President Robert Kocharian, managed
one of them told RFE/RL’s Armenian to retain his position even after as-
service (Azatutyun.am). “At the heart saultingina Yerevan hotellobby in late

of that lawlessness is the current gov-2011 a businesswoman who accused

Dream Fund at UCLA’s Contribution to

Merdinian School

The Board of Directors, Administration, and Faculty are proud to
announce that the Dream Fund at UCLA has made a generous contribytion to
C. & E. Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School located in Sherman (Qaks,
CA.

We express our deep gratitude and appreciation to the Dream Fjind at
UCLA for the assistance that will help Merdinian to continue its mission.|The
Merdinian School focuses on providing our students with a solid foundption
for them to pursue their higher education goals and to grow and develct into
successful, responsible citizens.

The Dream Fund was established by what Chancellor Gene Block ¢alled
“the extraordinarily generous and inspirational gift” from Kirk Krikoripn
through the transfer of assets of the Lincy Foundation.

Chancellor Block recognized the philanthropic gift as crucial in helping
UCLA *“. . . to thrive as a center for transformational research, innov(]ative
instruction, and durable and effective community partnerships.” The Merdinian
School community is pleased and proud to be a part of this initiative.

ernor of Syunik. | am convinced that him of fraud. Although the incident
he had a hand in this.” was captured by a surveillance cam-
The brothers have reportedly had era, law-enforcement bodies refused
a tense rapport with Khachatrian andto bring criminal charges against him
his extended family. Avetik Budaghian, on the grounds that the woman did not
the slain businessman, challenged Gorisuffer serious physical injuries.
Mayor Nelson Voskanian, a Official results of Armenian elec-

Khachatrian protégé, in the last local tions held over the past decade have

election held in 2010. Budaghian cried shown President Sarkisian and his HHK
foul during that mayoral race. winning more votes in Syunik than in any

Local residents approached by another part of the country. Critics say this
RFE/RL correspondent were clearly too is the reason why the ruling party has
scared to comment on the shock killing, never censured the governor until now.

HayastanInfo.net
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BENEFIT CONCERT FOR

- ';“ GEVORKIAN
s DANCE ACADEMY

Directors VARTAN & SIRANUSH GEVORKIAN
* fIf! Choreographer SONA GEVORKIAN
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Y1DOLBY. THEATR

65801 HOLLYWOOD BLVD LOS ANGELES, CA 90028

JUNE 9, 2013 6:00 pm

FOR TICKETS
818.618.2348 - ltsmyseat.com/HyeAid

818.265.0506 ticketmaster-




