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SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

» Life Insurance

» Health Insurance

= Group & Individual
=Long Term Care

= Disability

. H
Aﬁ:m m.d XAetna wesime

Seniors 65 & Up  Medicare Supplements « Insurance + Prescriptions Drugs RX « Benefi

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

» Estate Planning

« Will & Living Trust

« Full Annual Review

« Mortgage Protection
= College Planning

Pasadena, CA91101

+ Workman's Com
:-. ef
Annuity
«IRA I
“401K & 4038

§4

A Better Decision TNA

300 N. Lake Ave. Suite 500

KAISER PERMANENTE

More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

Coverage & Protection
should be on the top
of your priority list.

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

Insurance coverage can help you financi
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Russia and Armenia Sign
New Defense Accord

YEREVAN -- Russia and Arme-
nia gave a further boost to their de-
fense cooperation on Tuesday with a
new agreement that appears to facili-
tate continued Russian arms supplies
to the Armenian army.

The agreement on “developing
military-technical cooperation” be-
tween the two countries was signed in
Yerevan by Defense Minister Seyran
Ohanian and Aleksandr Fomin, head of
a Russian government agency over
seeing arms deals with foreign states
Fomin was part of a visiting Russian
delegation headed by Nikolay
Patrushev, the secretary of Presiden
Vladimir Putin’s Security Council. “We have strategic relations with

The new documents include a Armenia,” Patrushev said. “During this

tNikoIay Patrushev

Two Armenian Soldiers and One Civilian
Arrested for Spying for Azerbaijan

YEREVAN -- Two Armenian sol-
diers and one civilian have been ar-
rested on charges of spying for
Azerbaijan through online social net-
works, the National Security Service
(NSS) reported on Tuesday.

One of the suspects was identi-
fied as Mane Movsisian, a 31-year-old
woman serving at an Armenian army
unit stationed near the southeastern
town of Kapan. She was taken into
custody on Saturday, according to the
NSS.

In a written statement, the secu-
rity agency said it has “irrefutable
facts” proving that Movsisian com- agency in Nagorno-Karabakh has ar-
municated through Facebook and otherrested two local residents, one of them
networks with an unnamed Azerbaijani a soldier, “for committing a similar

treaty on the development of collabo- trip we visited the [Russian] military intelligence officer based in Turkey crime.” It said they both are currently
ration in the defense technology sectorbase No. 102 and could see that ourusing “S. Dr”, “Seryan Dervisyan” standing trial in a Karabakh court.
between the Armenian Defense Minis- army and border guards and othersand “Tigran Dervisyan” accounts in According to the NSS statement,
try and Russia’'s Federal Service for will reliably ensure Armenia’s secu- the Odnoklassniki, mail.ru agent and the unidentified Karabakh Armenians
Military-Technical Cooperation, aswell rity. In this regard, you should not Facebook online social networking were “recruited” by the same
as an agreement on collaboration anchave any worries.” sites. It claimed that she passed on toAzerbaijani agentwho had false Arme-
exchange of information for border “There are sufficient means and him classified “information of military nian user names.
protection. forces here for ensuring security. We nature about Armenia.” No further The statement did not specify
The new Russian-Armenia deal checked that together,” added the Rus-details were reported. whether the arrested suspects pleaded
came just one week after Russian mesian security chief. He did not say The NSS also said that its sister guilty to the accusations.
dia reported that Moscow has begunwhether that means Moscow would
delivering $1 billion worth of military openly side with Armenia in case of
hardware, including about 100 tanks, another war in Nagorno-Karabakh
to Azerbaijan in accordance with de- regularly threatened by Azerbaijan.
fense contracts signed two years ago. Patrushev also spoke of a further
Patrushev, who is a close associ-“modernization” of the Russian base in
ate of Putin, on Tuesday again soughtArmenia planned by Moscow.
to allay concerns about these arms The base has already been beefec
supplies voiced in Yerevan. He said up with new weapons in recent years.
they pose no security threat to Arme- They reportedly include advanced bal-
nia not least because of the Russiaristic missile capable of hitting targets
military presence in the country. up to 400 kilometers (250 miles) away.

President Sarkisian Slams Azerbaijan and
Turkey on Visit to Poland

New Iranian President Vows Closer Ties
With Armenia

TEHRAN -- Iran’s President- ¥
elect Hassan Rohani has reportedly _q;'
pledged to expand his country’s rela- :
tions with Armenia in a written reply to
a congratulatory letter from President ‘1
Serzh Sarkisian.

“We hope that efforts made by
Iran and Armenia will stimulate the

Sarkisian and Komorowski during joint press conference

WARSAW -- Armenian Presi- shootdown civilian planes and deprive

development of bilateral relationsin all %%
directions,” Iranian news agencies
guoted Rohani as saying. “We are go-
ing to expand our cooperation with [
Armenia through mutual understand-
ing, trust and respect.”

Sarkisian likewise expressed

Iran’s President-elect Hassan Rohani

hope for closer ties between the twocapacity as head of Iran’s Supreme

neighboring nations last week when National Security Council. The two
he congratulated Rohani on winning men also met in Tehran in 2005.

Iran’s presidential election. “I be- Armenian-lranian relations and
lieve that with joint efforts we will economic cooperation in particular

dent Serzh Sarkisian spoke of ‘prob- the people living in their land for mil-
lems and circumstances’ standing inlennia of that right,” said Sarkisian
the way of a full use of opportunities referring to Azerbaijan and its infa-
held out by the EU Eastern Partnershipmous stance on axe-murder Ramil
program as he met with Polish Presi- Safarov and threats against Karabakh.
dent Bronislaw Komorowski in War- “Our other neighbor, Turkey,
saw on Tuesday. which again strives towards Europe
At a joint press conference with and is a member of the EU Customs
his Polish counterpart Sarkisian alsoUnion, closed the border [with Arme-
slammed neighboring Azerbaijan and nia] from the very first days of our
Turkey. independence and rejects good-neigh-
“Unfortunately, forsome people, borly relations that are so vital in the

elevate Armenian-lranian inter-state deepened during the eight-year presi-Europe is still only a market and not a 21st century. The pivot of our negotia-
relations to a qualitatively new level,” dency of Rohani’s controversial pre- system of values,” said the Armenian tions with Europe is mutual accessibil-
he wrote. decessor, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Theleader in remarks reported by his pressity of markets and free movement of

Sarkisian and Rohani have met two governments completed in 2007 aoffice. citizens, but Armenia’s border with
on at least two occasions in the pastpipeline supplying Iranian natural gas “While declaring about its Euro- the EU Customs Union remains closed.
Rohani visited Yerevan in 2001 and to Armenia. They also started building pean way, one of our neighbors simul- We anticipate a full and clear assess-
held talks with Sarkisian, Armenia’s last year a big hydroelectric plant on taneously glorifies the villain who com-

defense minister at the time, in his the Armenian-Iranian border. mitted an ethnic murder, threatens to Continued on page 4
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FM Nalbandian Highlights Armenia's
Priorities of its Chairmanship in PACE

STRASBOURG -- Armenian For-  that Armenia will continue the efforts YEREVAN — Armenia s press-
eign Minister Edward Nalbandian, who of nrevious chairmanships on estab-ing ahead with plans to launch its first
currently chairs the Council of Europe lishing democracy, protection of hu- commercial satellite and hopes to at-
Committee of Ministers, metwith senior ,an rights and rule of law. tract private investment in the project
CE officials in Strasbourg on Monday. “The Armenian chairmanshipwill worth an estimated $250 million, a

Speaking at the plenary sessionpg committed to fighting against rac- senior government official said on Fri-
of the Council of Europe Parliamen- jsm and xenophobia in Europe, pro- day.
tary Assembly the same day, the topmqting European values through inter- Gagik Grigorian, the chief of staff
Armenian diplomat presented the pri- cyjtural dialogue, strengthening the at the Ministry of Transport and Com-
orities of Armenia’s chairmanship and European standards of human rightsmunications, said the Armenian gov-
steps being taken towards realizing ang ryle of law, as well as promoting emment has already set up a compan
these goals. democratic societies and strengthen-for that purpose. The company called

According to the press office of jnq the role of the Council of Europe in Armcosmos is now in the process of Federal Space Agency, also known as
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Minis- - gyrgpean architecture,” Nalbandian registering its rights to a space orbit Roscosmos, visited Yerevan and met
ter Nalbandian, in particular, stressedggyig in his speech. reserved for Armenia, hé said. with Prime Minister Tigran Sarkisian

“We now need to inform the inApril2012. A government statement
International Telecommunication Union said that the two sides expressed readi-
that we are going to produce our ownness “to take necessary measures to
satellite and broadcast to that area,put that project into practice.”

_ namely the Republic of Armenia, and “As a first step to be taken in that
YEREVAN -- Together with condition, and a complete restoration at the same time coordinate with exist-direction, they noted the need to start

Haghpat Monastery, Sanahin Monas-issue may come up in several years. Ining satellites to avoid any interfer- the process of registration with the
tic Complexisincludedinthe UNESCO 2016, we will mark the 1050th anni- ence,” Grigorian told RFE/RL’'s Arme- International Telecommunication

World Heritage Site list, and the Gov- versary of the church and the univer- njan service (Azatutyun.am). Union,” added the statement.
ernment of Armenia allocated 300 mil- sity of Sanahin,” the historian noted. The official estimated the total It is not clear if Yerevan’s plans
lion drams (approx. $719,937) for its He added that Sanahin was alsocost of the satellite project at around are somehow connected with a similar
restoration. an important learning center. $250 million, a very large sum by space program already implemented
Mkrtich Minasyan, Head of the “It is unique not only for its Armenian standards. He said the Ar- by Armenia’s arch-foe Azerbaijan. The
Union of Architects of Armenia, noted architecture, but by the fact that a menian government hopes to attractlatter launched its first communica-
the abovementioned during a pressscribe school, a library, a master's much of the funding from private in- tions satellite in February. The
conference on Saturday. college, [and] the shrines of [several yestors. Azerspace/Africasat-1a satellite de-
“A daily attention should be paid of] our princes were there. The areais  The government first announced signed and built by a U.S. company
so we may prolong the life of the also rich with chapels. plans to launch an Armenian satellite was carried into orbit by an Arianespace

monuments. But all monuments need “The initiative group decided to when senior officials from Russia’s spacecraft from French Guiana.
daily attention, especially when the create a fund to assist the restoration

state does not have so much money,”of Sanahin. There also will be cultural Mush’s Surb Arakelots Monastery [
Minasyan added. In his words, the events, [and] a book about the Churchmust be rescued. The manuscript wagd
proprietors need to take good care ofof Sanahin. huge, 22 inches wide and 27 inches
the monuments. “This is a task for us all. The |ong, weighing 61 pounds. The women
Yetthe preservation of the integ- Church of Sanahin is the property of divided the manuscript into two parts,
rity of Sanahin Complex is question- the Armenian Church; and if the re- each endeavoring to transport their
able, historian Gevorg Melkonyan construction had been undertaken earhalf to the relative safety of Eastern |
stated during a press conference orlier, less means would have been(Caucasian) Armenia. Probably not
Saturday. needed,” Gevorg Melkonyan con- knowing if they, their families, Mush,
“The monastery is in a very weak cluded. or even Armenia would survive the
horrors of the Genocide, they deter-
mined that this religious, cultural, and
literary treasure must live to see an-
other day. Itis not even known if these &
women were literate. This book was ¥
and is a part of Armenia’s cultural [
heritage. One woman succeeded NS4 "
delivering her half of the book to Holy | Hﬁ- '
Echmiadzin. The other woman did not % -'_'
survive her journey. Reaching ‘_ J
Erzurum, she buried her half of the "
manuscript in a monastery there, andstatue honoring heroines who rescued
subsequently died. Later a Russianthe Homilies of Mush
soldier found this half of the book and
ultimately both halves of the book streets in Yerevan. The monument
were reunited in Armenia’s manu- depicts the Msho Jarntir and two
script repository, the Matenadaran, inwomen rescuers.
Yerevan. A homily is a story or sermon
In the Matenadaran’s display intended to set a moral example with-
room the Msho Jarntir - Homilies of out delving into detailed religious or
Mush, the largest manuscript in the theological issues. The Homilies of
Matenadaran’s collection, is on dis- Mush was written in the Avag Monas-
play next to the smallest manuscriptintery in Yerzinga, Western Armenia,
the Matenadaran’s collection. Thesearound 1200-1202. It was commis-
and numerous other ancient manu-sioned by a man named Astavatsadur,
scripts may be viewed by visitors, and perhaps a wealthy merchant, who was
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Armenia Plans to Launch
Commercial Satellite

Armenian Government Allocates $720,000
to Restore Sanahin Monastery

Unknown Heroines of Mush

Homilies of Mush —on display at the Matenadaran

Msho Jarntir, Homilies of Mush, manu-
scriptin Armenia’s capital of Yerevan.

In Venice, in 1512, manuscript During the 1915 Genocide of the
lover Hagop Meghapart printed the Armenians, Turkey not only was in-

By Joseph Dagdigian

first Armenian book, the Urbatagirk tenton destroying the Armenian popu-
prayer book, giving birth to the art of lation in Western Armenia, it also at-
Armenian printing. Prior to this Arme- tempted to erase from the Turkish

nian manuscripts were laboriously hand occupied Armenian homeland any rem-

written, copied, and illustrated by nantsof Armenian civilization - includ-
scribes. Last year, 2012, Armeniansing cultural monuments, libraries,

photographed (without flash) for a killed during the Mongol — Tatar inva-
small fee. sion of Armenia. Through a series of
The monument commemorating events the manuscript ended up in
the rescue of the Homilies of Mush Mush. It miraculously survived the
may be seen on the greenway near thésenocide, and was rescued by two
intersection of Teryan and Moskovyan women — cultural heroes of Armenia.

celebrated the 5@0anniversary of monasteries, and manuscripts. Two
Armenian printing with a number of women, both from Mush, whose names
events. One of these events was theas far as | know are unknown, deter-
establishment of a monument com- mined thata priceless Armenian manu-
memorating the heroic rescue of thescript which they found in the ruins of

HayastanInfo.net
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Did the Supreme Court Really Reject the "Armenian Thesis"

By Edvin Minassian access to the insurance policies, andfitwere avalid treaty, it had no impact
(translated from the original ar-  this law would enable them to pursue on legal disputes for compensation
ticle in Turkish Published by Agos their just claims for compensation between private individuals and busi-
Weekly Newspaper on June 14,2013) against the German insurance com-ness entities.
pany. The statutory reference in es- Another irony is the fact that this

Pursuant to a decision published sence is descriptive of the time period California Statute was found to be
this week, the Supreme Court of the as it is known to the California Legis- unconstitutional since the terminol-
United States rejected the appeal filedlature. The right to compensation, ogy offended Turkey as alleged by the
by Armenian plaintiffs of the ruling by however, does not rest on proof thatdefendants and the Obama Adminis-
a lower court in favor of the German the description of the Era is accurate.tration; while over 40 State Legisla-
Insurance Company Munich Re Consequently, however, the descrip-tures and Governors officially have
(Munchener Ruchvershieherungs- tive terminology rests at the core of the and continue to recognize the Arme-
Gesellschaft Aktiengesellschaft). legal dispute. nian Genocide; and President Obama

Newspaper headlines (in Turkey) Hence a legitimate private law- in his April 24 statements, while avoid-
reported this as “The United Statessuit against a private German Insur-ing the usage of the word Genocide toTurkey not pass a law similar to the
Supreme Court rejects the Armenianance company, all of a sudden getsthe dismay of Armenians, utilizes words one passed in California?
Thesis”. This is not an accurate repre-turned into an international dispute dueand phrases which should have the The insurance companies con-
sentation of the ruling. The question the terminology used in its enabling same end result of the perceived of-ducted business within the borders of
before the High Court was not the |egislation. The fact that the parties to fensiveness. Turkey, they sold insurance policies
accuracy of the Armenian Thesis (or both sides of the dispute are either In similar lawsuits that involved and the purchasers are certainly not
the Cause/ Position); itwas notwhetherprivate individuals or private compa- other life insurance companies, New alive today. Naturally, the documenta-
the Genocide did or did not happen. njes gets totally ignored. Moreover, York Life and French carrier AXA had tion that would have entitled their ben-
The real question before the Courtthe blaring injustice of the windfall chosen to reach settlements with theeficiaries to the proceeds disappeared
centered around whether or not a con-obtained by German insurers who soldheirs. The German insurer Munich Re in the chaotic atmosphere, and only
flict existed between the State of thousands of policies, collected pre- rejected that path and by litigating this surfaced through valiant efforts of
California and the federal government miums and never had to pay up whenall the way up to the U.S. Supreme attorneys who pursued these compa-
of the United States of America that the time came; got cast aside. One ofCourt was able to prevail due to anjes and compelled the release of the
involved an alleged infringement by the most disturbing aspects of thesefavorable interpretation of the Consti- names of policyholders. Whomever
California on foreign policy powers of cases is the evidence that was discoviution of the United States on an issuehas a grandfather or grandmother who
the federal government. Depending onered in the course that the French,involving federalism, which gives pri- had purchased life insurance policies
the existence of such conflict of au- British and German life insurance com- macy to the federal executive on mat-from these companies within the bor-
thority, the follow up question the panies had a policy to target Arme- ters that are deemed to involve foreignders of the Ottoman Empire (the legal
Court had to address was whether omjans in general as part of their salesaffairs. However, the real question one predecessor of the Republic); and had
not a California Statute should be efforts in the Ottoman Empire. The must ask and answer is whether or notheen victimized during World War I,
stricken down. That was the dispute marketing and sales training manualsjustice was rendered. When consid-jrrespective of their cause of death,

before the Supreme Court. taught salespersons that compared toered in the historical perspective isn’t should as their legal heirs be entitled to
other ethnic and religious groups thethe responsibility of Germany even their contractual rights. Isn’t unjust
History of the Legal Case: Armenians were more sensitive to pro-greater? More importantly, consider- enrichment a reprehensible form of

To be able to understand this viding for their families should they pass ing what took place in Anatolia in injustice that offends our collective
complex matter better one needs toaway; while the others had shied away1915, why should the Republic of notion of justice?
review the history of the legal pro- for such close contemplations of their

ceedings. Approximately ten years agoown mortality; and thus were less at- Ukrainian Scholar: Genocide Recognition
the Legislature of the State of Califor- tractive as potential customers of life :

nia passed a law extending the statuténsurance policies. These observations the Duty of Mankind to its Past
of limitations for filings against certain do not necessarily establish the accu-
life insurance carriers. Generally, and racy of such stereotyping, but do explain Famous Ukrainian scientist, Di-

based upon legal tradition, laws thatthe fact that Armenians disproportion- rector of the G.S. Skovoroda Philoso-
involve regulations and obligations per- ately held more policies than other groups.phy Institute, academician of the Ukrai-
taining to insurance companies have The U.S. Supreme Court deci- nian Academy of Sciences Miroslav
been the domain of individual and sov- sion did uphold the decision by th8 9 Popovich has expressed his suppor
ereign states. In other words, insur- Circuit of the U.S. Court of Appeals, for the recognition of the Armenian
ance laws differ from each other in reached after along period contempla-Genocide by the Supreme Rada of
New York, Florida and California. The tion, various reversals and historic oral Ukraine.
legislationin question was passed base@rguments, determining that the Cali- “I had long been waiting for a
upon the understanding of the legalfornia law interfered with the foreign step on the part of Ukrainian political
and constitutional traditional powers policy powers and authority of the forces, which would express our clear
possessed by the State of California;federal government. Prior to the ruling stance on the Armenian Issue,”
and provided a ten year extension ofupholding the 9 Circuit decision, the Popovich said in comments to
the statute of limitations for filing law Supreme Court asked the Obama Ad-Analitika.at.ua.
suits against life insurance companies,ministration their views as to the legal “Recognition of the Armenian
by the heirs of those individual citizens dispute. The Solicitor General who Genocide is not only an attempt to -
of the Ottoman Empire, who owned represents the Executive Branch be-restore justice and express sympathyl\/HFOSlaVPOIOOVICh
life insurance policies, and lost their fore the Supreme Court, presented anto the nation that suffered from massintroduced in the Ukrainian Supreme
lives, were exiled or escaped to saveextraordinarily long position statement repressions. It's also the duty of man- Rada. The document has been authored
their lives, between 1915 and 1923. which was factually and legally ques- kind to its past,” the scholar said. by member of the Batkivshchyna Party
The key area of contention of the tionable. The Solicitor General, also The bill on the Armenian Geno- Arsen Avakov, members of the Party
statutory language is its reference tosupported by the State Departmentcide of 1915-1922 perpetrated at theof Regions Vilen Shatvoryan and Never
the time period of 1915 through 1923, indicated that they were concernedhands of the Ottoman Empire was Mkhitaryan.
as the era commonly known to be theand apprehensive about the implica-
“Armenian Genocide”. Nevertheless, tions of this law on foreign policy;
despite the misrepresentations in theexpressing support for the decision of SEROP'S CAFE
Media, the deceased policy holder isthe Court of Appeals. One of their
not mandated to be a victim of the most controversial contentions in that
Armenian Genocide or exclusively of brief was that the issue of compensa- GR EEK & LEB ,&NESE Fﬂﬂn
Armenian ancestry. In other words, tion for Armenian Victims had been L
the deceased person could have passemsolved via the Lausanne Il Treaty
away in his house in Kayseri or Sivas between the U.S. and the Republic of SERYING BATOMN ROUGE SINCE 1979
due to natural causes and this insuredlurkey; despite the fact that is an
(Ottoman) citizen could have been ainvalid treaty not even remembered by

Greek, or a Turk or an Albanian. Due most observers. Specifically, that was WWW maSS|SpOSt Com

to the prevailing chaotic circumstancesa Treaty that was never approved by =
of the time period, the present daythe Senate and therefore had no lega dally neWS UpdateS

heirs would have not been able to haveeffect as an international treaty. Even
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An Open Letter Honoring Yervant Babayan Chris Bohjalian Author of "The Sandcastle
. " . . .
On the occasion of Yervant Babayan's Centennial Birthday and Jubilee Girls Brlngs Book TOlll‘ to California
Celebration, which took place on June 16, 2013 in Burbank, California, his
grandchildren, Yervant and Taleen Babayan, share an open letter honoring their SAN DIEGO, CA -- The New m
grandfather and their memories. York Times bestselling author, Chris [§
Bohjalian, will be bringing his “Rock-
and-Roll Book Tour” to three cities in
California in the month of July.
Bohjalian is debuting his latest novel,
The Lightin the Ruins. His tour stops [*
will include Pen on Fire Writers Salon g2 &
at The Scape Gallery, 2859 E. Coas
Hwy in Corona del Mar on Thursday, [5# hE
July 18" from 12 noon-2:00 pm; |
Warwick’'s Books, 7812 Girard Av-
enue in La Jolla on Thursday, July"18
at 7:30 pm; and Books, Inc. in the
Town & Country Village, 855 El
Camino Real #74 in Palo Alto on Fri-
day, July 19 at 7:00 pm. Chris Bohjalian Author of
Bohjalian is the critically ac- “The Sandcastle Girls"
claimed author of 16 books, including bestseller, a selection of Oprah’s Book
eight New York Times bestsellers. Club, and a New England Booksellers
Yervant Babayan, Yervant Babayan, Taleen Babayan His work has been translated into over Association Discovery pick.
25 languages, and three books have He has written for a wide variety
To everyone else, he was Dnorenon Allen Avenue in nearby Altadena. pecome movies. His epic novel of the of magazines, including Cosmopoli-
Baron Yervant Babayan. To us, he wasSitting behind his large oak desk, Armenian Genocide, The Sandcastletan, Reader’s Digest, and the Boston
simply Dedig. flanked by bookcases on both Girls, was published in paperback this Globe Sunday Magazine. He has been
As children, a significant portion  sides, Dedig would read through his month. This July his new novel, a a weekly columnist right here in Ver-
of our leisure time was spent in Los mail and welcome Vvisitors. Former reimagining of Romeo and Juliet setin mont for the Burlington Free Press
Angeles with our grandparents, which students, neighbors and relatives wouldTyscany at the end of the Secondsince February 1992.

left an indelible mark on our youth. arrive as conversation naturally world War, The Light in the Ruins, Bohjalian graduated Phi Beta
From the moment we knocked on their sparked in relation to local happenings, grrives. Kappa and Summa Cum Laude from
door, fresh off of a flight from New politics and the growing pains of the His books have been chosen asAmherst College, and lives in Vermont
York, we would be greeted with strong then newly independent homeland.  Best Books of the Year by the Wash- with his wife, the photographer Victoria
hugs and endless servings of yahinov Our evenings would culminate - ington Post, the St. Louis Post-Dis- Blewer, and their daughter Grace Ex-
kufte prepared by our grandmother in after more yahinov kufte - inafriendly patch, the Hartford Courant, Publish- perience. They are passionate sup-
honor of our arrival. After waiting in  game of tavloo, or as Dedig also calleders Weekly, Library Journal, Kirkus porters of Homeward Bound (the
suspense to see who won the “paght’it, “nardi.” As we contemplated a Reviews, Bookpage, and Salon. HisAddison County Humane Society),
of a grape hidden inside the kufte, we move, Dedig would lift his pointer fin- gwards include the ANCA Arts and Burlington’s Committee on Tempo-
would retreat to the living room gerupandurge ustothink again. After | etters Award for The Sandcastle rary Shelter, Concord Academy, the
where Dedig would settle himself in we moved our pieces across the whitegirls, as well as the Saint Mesrob United Church of Lincoln, and a small
his armchair. He would patiently listen shell mosaic patterns of the Mashdots Medal; the New England elementary school in rural Armenia,
to our answers as he inquired aboutboard, Dedig would suggest a differ- society Book Award for The Night where this year they are funding a new
school, our activities, and most impor- ent - and more favorable - move for us Strangers; the New England Book fresh water and plumbing system.
tantly, what we were learning in the following turn. Often we would Award:; a Boston Public Library Liter- Reservations for the La Jolla event
“shapadoria.” Sometimes we would win, though looking back we're not ary Light; a finalist for the Lambda can be made by calling Warwick’s at

pause for a moment as we searchedure if we truly were the “winners,” or [ jterary Award; and the Anahid Liter- (858) 454-0347. For more informa-
for an Armenian word. Without miss- if Dedig wanted his grandchildren to ary Award. His novel, Midwives, was tion, visit Bohjalian’s website at

ing a beat, Dedig would insert the ap- feel a moment of pride. But when we 3 number one New York Times www.chrisbohjalian.com.

propriate word into our conversation. became too excited in victory, or too

In fact, it was during these impromptu upset in defeat, Dedig would always The lessons he had taught to us, hisnaugural students of the Vahan

language lessons that we learned moreemind us: "Haghdutian mech hamesd,grandchildren, and thousands of otherTekeyan School and through Dedig’s

“makoor hayren.” Before we went to bardutian mech vehantsen” (In victory Armenian youth, transcended spacetireless efforts, he molded them and

bed, he would test us on our newly be humble, in defeat be gracious). Theand time and were silent ones we strengthened them to create a stronger

acquired vocabulary - zovaspuyr (air teacher in him was never muted, nei-learned by watching Dedig’s actions. Diaspora and in essence, a stronger

conditioner) zovatzootzeech (cold ther in actions nor in lessons, no mat-While we had only caught the tail end homeland.

drink) and our favorite - ter the situation. of it, we could sense, from a young Perhaps that is why, to this day,

gentanapanagan bardez (zoo). One lesson that remains with us age that our Dedig had influenced sopeople still bow their heads just a bit
Spending a day with Dedig was to this day is Dedig’s love of his cul- many people’s lives, shaped them andfor their former “dnoren.”

similar to taking a journey back intime ture and of his people, whichis evidentin a sense, fathered them, at a critical

to a more distinguished and civilized in alifetime of dedicated service, passedpoint in our history. The perilous de- Yervant & Taleen Babayan

era. After gliding into his suit jacket down from his own father, Rev. Fr. scendants of the genocide were the Saddle River, NJ

and giving his silk red tie afinal tug, he Nersess Babayan. After studying in

would take our hands and lead usParis to advance his teaching creden-

down the palm tree-lined Everett Streettials, he had the option of returning to

President Sarkisian Slams Azerbaijan and Turkey

in Glendale. Our first stop would be Aleppo to assume a position at the Continued frompage 1 taken a step directed against Russia,
Alpha Beta - where he would buy us Giligian School or staying in Paris for and we suffer from no complexes that
whatever American-themed snacks andanother teaching opportunity. He chosement of this fact as unacceptable,” thecould drive us into such steps,” he told
cereals our elementary heartshispeople-andthatisthe same choiceArmenian leader underscored. reporters.

desired (Dedig wanted us to be disci- he has made throughout his life. “We are also a nation carrying The association accord is the key
plined, but he was also realistic of our When the Vahan Tekeyan European values and our aim is toelement of the Eastern Partnership,

juvenile cravings). Our day would con- School, an educational institution we develop our society along the lines of which offers Armenia and five other
tinue onto Abril bookstore where he had heard so much about in our youth,those values,” he continued. “Armenia ex-Soviet republics the prospect of
would engage in conversation with the was in need of leadership during is one of the countries that have mademuch closer partnership with the EU in
late learned owner, Harout Yeretzian, a tumultuous time in its history, Dedig greatest progress in the EU’s Easternreturn for political and economic re-
while we would browse the extensive quietly and diligently assumed the po- Partnership program. We build our forms.

collection of Armenian books ranging sitions of teacher and principal. A visit policy not on the principle of ‘either- Sarkisian said that the success of
from authors of our historical past to to the school in Beirut, Lebanon a few or’ but on that of ‘and-and.’ | see no those reforms in Armenia requires
more contemporary writers. The illus- years ago brought to life the storiescontradiction here.” greater economic assistance from the
trated Armenian children’s books Dedig's students and Dedig himself Speaking about Armenia’s mem- West. “Yes, we anticipate assistance
would catch our eye and we would told us from his forty year tenure. bership of the Russian-led Collective and are not ashamed of that,” he said.
look forward to Dedig reading them to Although the building was a little more Security Treaty Organization and the “We mean both technical and material
us later that night. Our last stop of theworn and the hallways a little existence of a sizable Armenian com- assistance, exchange of experience and
day would be at Dedig’s “kraseniag” emptier, Dedig’s spirit was still alive. munity in Russia. “We have never the like.”
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ARMENIAN

) ARMENIAN COMMUNITY COALITION

PROUDLY PRESENTS

6TH ANNUAL

IDENTITY

CELEBRATING

THE 300TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE BIRTH OF THE
ARMENIAN MUSICIAN/POET

SUNDAY JULY 21, 2013
12:00-7:00m VICTORY PARK

2575 PALOMA ST PASADENA, CA 91107

¥

FEATURING
RARE COLLECTION
OF HISTORIC

SAYAT NOVA ARMENIAN INSTRUMENTS
FOOD LIVE MUSIC BOOTHS RAFFLE GIVE-AWAYS
RACE CAR SHOW PETTING Z0O MOON JUMPERS RRT

(628) 338 1738

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT:

ARMENIAN COMMUNITY COALITION OF PASADENA
PACCORLITION@CMAIL.COM

Follow us

You

WWW ACC-US.ORG

FREE ADMISSION + FREE PARKING



