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ANNUAL GALA BANQUET

Spectacular performance by
Ani {'hriﬁ‘r}' and Artur Hakobyan (Mister X)
Featuring D] Therapist

Saturday, November 16, 2013
Cocktail Reception 7:00 PM, Dinner 8:30 PM

THE BEVERLY HILTON

9876 Wilshire Boulevard, Beverly Hills, CA 90210

For more information, please contact AGBU Office 626-794-7942

Hermine Janoyan 818-388-5918
RSVP by Tuesday, November 5,2013

Donation: 5250
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The Washington Post: Armenian “Orphan New PFA Report Deconstructs Corruption
Rug” is in White House Storage, as Unseen in Armenia

as Genocide is Neglected WASHINGTON, DC -- Policy

Forum Armenia (PFA)—a Washing-
ton-based international think tank—
announces today the publication of its
State of the Nation Report on “Corrup-
i tionin Armenia”.
‘.'ll{ N\ ‘ I- \ I 1 \J A product of a multidisciplinary

f L ID | » ; team of researchers and practitioners
'- ”"'-.I ’ H ..'l N I‘kl i I the report brings to light many pecu-
liarities of both wholesale and retail
corruption in Armenia and offers
mechanisms to reduce corruption.

The report’s main finding is that
corruption’s negative impact on
Armenia’s economy is substantial. Fo-
cusing on corruption faced by compa-
nies, for example, the report finds that
“with an estimated cost to large com-
panies of approximately five percent and public life in Armenia, from the
of sales per year—the highest amongjudiciary and military to money laun-
the comparator countries—corruption dering and petty crime. The most strik-
in Armenia erodes productivity and ing finding was that corruption in Ar-
competitiveness of firms.” On the menia is highly concentrated and puts

WASHINGTON, DC — An Ar-  carpet, which has been in storage forpolicy side, the report makes a com-in place insurmountable barriers for
menian rug woven by orphans in the almost 20 years, might be displayed pelling case that the design and imple-economic development and progress
1920s was formally presented to theDec. 16 as part of a Smithsonian eventmentation of public policy in Armenia in the country.”
White House in 1925. A photograph that would include a book launch for often serve the interest of the en- The overarching message of the
shows President Calvin Coolidge Hagop Martin Deranian’s “President trenched corruptelite and not the coun-report is that “an effective handling of
standing on the carpet, which is no Calvin Coolidge and the Armenian try or its citizens. challenges facing Armenia should be-
mere juvenile effort, but a compli- Orphan Rug.” But on Sept. 12, the PFA’s Executive Board member, gin by forming a legitimate authority to
cated, richly detailed work that would Smithsonian scholar who helped or- Dr. Zaven Kalayjian, notes: “By its oversee the new policy course on be-
hold its own even in the largest and ganize the event canceled it, citing nature, corruption is very difficult to half of the people. This can be achieved
most ceremonial rooms, The Wash-the White House’s decision not to detect, which is why the choice of only by a political power with incen-
ington Post writes. loan the carpet. In a letter to two methods and areas of study was madeives and capacity to spearhead a sys-

The article says the plants and Armenian American organizations, carefully to maximize the value added temic change. At the moment, the
animals depicted on the rug may repre-Paul Michael Taylor, director of the of the report. The team employed bothfeedback mechanism between power
sent the Garden of Eden, which isinstitution’s Asian cultural history quantitative techniques and case studand people is broken in Armenia. This
about as far removed as possible fromprogram, had no explanation for the ies to help effectively gauge the extentmakes the country’s ruling regime im-
the rug’s origins in the horrific events White House’s refusal to allow the Of corruption and bribery taking place
of 1915, when the fracturing and se-rug to be seen and said that efforts byin various segments of the economy Continued on page 4
nescent Ottoman Empire began a murthe U.S. ambassador to Armenia, John
derous campaign againstits ArmenianA. Heffern, to intervene had also Qpe Armenian Soldier Killed, Three Wounded
population. been unavailing”.

In the article Philip Kennicott Full text of the article at Wash- in Firing From Azerbaijan
states that: “There was hope that theington Post.com

Protestors Disrupt International “Hate
Crime” Conference in Yerevan

An Armenian soldier was killed, Arthur Andranikyan, Arayik
three others were wounded as a resulZhamharyan and Martin Petrosyan (all
of firing from the Azerbaijani side in born in 1994) were taken to hospital.

the direction of the Paravakar sector The Office of the Personal Rep-
YEREVAN — Activists protesting The high-level conference is at- of the Berd-lhevan highway, Press resentative of the OSCE Chairman-in-
state sponsored discrimination and intol-tended by Armenian Minister of For- Service of the Armenian Ministry of Office Andrzej Kasprzyk has been in-
erance towards women and other mi-eign Affairs Edward Nalbandian and Defense reports. formed of the incident.
norities in Armenia, greeted participants Secretary General of the Council of The incident occurred between 1 The Ministry of Defense declared
asthey entered Yerevan’s Marriott Hotel Europe Thorbjorn Jagland. and 2 p.m. today. Both civilian and that this vicious step of the rival will
this morning for a conference entitled Holding banners accusing the military vehicles sufferedin the shelling. not go unpunished and added that the
“Combating Racism, Xenophobia and According to the Ministry, Garik instigator carries full responsibility for

Intolerance in Europe”. Continuedonpage4 Poghosyan was killed in the attack; the provocation.
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Russia to Deploy Attack Helicopters OSCE Monitoring Disrupted
in Armenia by Azerbaijani Gunfire
Russig will deploy The planned moni
attack helicopters an toring of the OSCE Misjt
modernize its warplanes sion in the Hardut direq

Armenia soon in a furthe
boost to its military preg
ence in the Sout of Nagorno Karabakh arf®
Caucasus country, a Azerbaijan was suspend
nior Russian military offi; because of submachi

cial announced on Frida; gun shots from th
Colonel Aleksand Azerbaijani side in the d
Petrov, the command rection of the positions ¢

of the aviation unit of th
Russian military base i

Armenia, gave few othg tatives were due to briefl
details of the planned re observe the ceasefire
inforcement as he spoke to journaliststime that Russia will help Armenia gime from both sides of a frontline the Armenian-Azerbaijani border ever
at an air force base in Yerevan. Petrovexpand its relatively small air force as section southeast of Karabakh. Theysince a Russian-mediated truce stopped
said only that the Russian military will part of the same effort. “Not only the reportedly cancelled the regular proce-the war for the disputed territory in
upgrade the electronic devices of its ajr force but also the air-defense sys-dure after hearing gunshots. 1994. These largely symbolic proce-
two dozen or so MiG-29 fighter jets tem in general will be modernized and The Karabakh Armenian army dures have rarely been disrupted by
that are part of the base. He did notre-equipped,” he said without going said Azerbaijani troops fired on its gunfire.
disclose the number of helicopter gun- jnto details. frontline positions in the area. The Meanwhile, an Armenian army
ships that will be supplied to it. Earlier this year, Moscow re- Azerbaijani Defense Ministry claimed captain, Gevorg Mnatsakanian, was
The Russian military presence portedly bolstered the base headquarthe opposite, however, saying that thekilled and three other servicemen were
will apparently be beefed up withinthe tered in Gyumri with Iskander-M bal- Armenians opened fire moments be-wounded late on Wednesday after hit-
framework of the Collective Security |istic missiles capable of striking tar- fore the planned monitoring. The OSCE ting a landmine at a western section of
Treaty Organization (CSTO). CSTO gets up to 400 kilometers away. It also observers issued no statements on théhe Armenian-Azerbaijani frontier. The
Secretary General Nikolay Bordyuzha doubled last year the number of sol-incident. Defense Ministry in Yerevan gave few
revealed such plans when he visiteddiers serving there on a contractual The OSCE has regularly moni- other details of the incident, saying
Armenia in June. He cited a recent pasis. tored various sections of the “line of only that the soldiers were performing
decision by the presidents of six ex- The overall number of Russian contact” around Karabakh as well asa “combat task” in the area.
Soviet states making up the Russian-spldiers in Armenia, estimated at be-

led military alliance to setup jointarmy tween 4,000 and 5,000, appears to . .
ConFingentS operating under the CSTOhave remained UnChanged.The RegnunA_l'menla Ranked 57th in G].Obal Slavefy IndeX
aegis. They are supposed to comprisehews agency on Thursday quoted a

not only ground troops but also air spokesman for the Russian base af

force units. denying Armenian media reports that it
Bordyuzha also announced at theyyi|| reach 8,000 soon.

the NKR Defense Army.
OSCEfieldreprese

Worst countries for modern slavery

Yerevan Hosts Armenian-Argentinean
Business Forum
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Armenia is ranked 57th in the tion. The definition includes inden-
Global Slavery Index 2013 prepared tyred servitude, forced marriage and

by the Australia-based Walk Free the abduction of children to serve in
Foundation and released on Thursdayars.

According to the Index, 10 000 to 11 The countries with the highest

000 people live in slavery in Armenia. numbers of enslaved people are India,
Georgiaand Azerbaijanare placed China, Pakistan, Nigeria, Ethiopia,
50th and 51st respectively, Russia isRyssia, Thailand, Democratic Repub-
49th. Turkey and Iran are ranked 90th||c of Congo’ Myanmar and Bang|adesh_
and 103rd respectively. Taken together, these countries ac-

The Global Slavery Index pro- count for 76% of the total estimate of
vides a ranking of 162 countries, re- 29.8 million in modern slavery.

Y!EREVAN — First Armenian- sfpecialized mgdical services, informa- flecting a combined measure of three At the other end of the scale,
Argentinean business forum took placetion technologies, food and beverages factors: estimated prevalence of mod-|celand has the lowest estimated preva-
in'Yerevan today organized by Armenian industrial automation equipment, textile, ern slavery by population, a measurejence with fewer than 100 slaves
Development Agen.cy jpintly with the cosmetics, tourism, _m(_etallurgy. of child marriage, and a measure of Next best are Ireland, Britain,
Embassy of Argentina in Armenia, the Secretary Paglieri stated that Ar- hyman trafficking in and out of a New Zealand, Switzerland, Sweden,
Armenian Development Agency reports. menia can become a transit zone forcountry. The measure is heavily Norway, Luxembourg, Finland and

Opening remarks made by the Argentina to spread its production from eighted to reflect the first factor, Denmark, although researchers said

Ambassador of Argentine Republic to Europe to Russia underscoring: “Thereprevalence. A number one ranking is sjave numbers in such wealthy coun-
the Republic of Armenia, Mr. Diego are certain limitations in Japan, the EU, the worst, 160 is the best. tries were higher than previously

Alvarez Rivera, Deputy Minister of and the United States for Argentina. In The Global Slavery Index 2013 thought.

Economy of the Republic of Armenia, this respect it's not so bad that Armeniagefines slavery as the possession or Read more about the Global Sla-
Mr. Garegin Melkonyan, General Direc- does not join the EU. Armenia can be- control of people to deny freedom andvery Index, overview and country by
tor of Armenian Development Agency, come a transit arena for Argentina to exploit them for profit or sex, usually country reports here-:
Mr. Robert Harutyunyan, Foreign Trade spread its production from Europe to through violence, coercion or decep- www.globalslaveryindex.org
Secretary of Argentine Republic, Mrs. Russia.”
Beatriz Paglieri. Armenian-Argentinean-1In the ute to the promotion of trade and eco-tina to Armenia made 7.5miIn US dollars
The Argentinean delegation was framework of business forum there werenomic relations between two countries jn 2012.
headed by Foreign Trade Secretary, Mrsindividual business meetings held be-and will grant an opportunity for Arme- The main exporting articles from
Beatriz Paglieri. About 25 companies tween Armenian and Argentinean busi- nian businessmen to present their busi-armenia are alcohol-non alcohol bever-
represented different industrial sectors —nessmen to find ways of cooperation. ness proposals. ages, vinegar, made-up textile articles,
pharmaceuticals/biotechnologies, health, The Buisness Forum will contrib- The import volume from Argen- needlecraft sets, rugs.
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Prof. Vahram Shemmassian Delivers Attorney Vartkes Yeghiayan
2013 Ohanessian Chair Lecture at Awarded with Papal Medal

the University of Minnesota

NORTHRIDGE -- Prof. Vahram
Shemmassian, Director of the Armenian
Studies Program at the California State
University, Northridge was invited by
the University of Minnesota, Minneapo-
lis to deliver this year’'s Arsham & Char-
lotte Ohanessian Chair Lecture on Thurs
day, October 17. The event, which was
cosponsored by the College of Liberal
Arts, the Center for Holocaust and Geno-
cide Studies (CHGS), and the Center for
Austrian Studies with its Interim Direc-
tor Prof. Klaas van der Sanden coordi-
nating, took place at the President’s
Room, Coffman Memorial Union.

In his opening remarks Prof. German and rendered into numerous
Alejandro Baer, Director of the CHGS, languages. The English translation ap- —
underscored the collaboration of the peared in 1934 and the Armenian trans- Glendale attorney Vartkes cies issued to Armenians in the early
Center with the Twin Cities (Minneapo- lation in 1935. Yeghiayan was recently bestowed twentieth century during the time of
lis and St. Paul) Armenian community, The human drama so vividly por- with a unique papal medal (cavaleri) the Armenian Genocide.
citing as example the commemoration of trayed inMusa Daghcaptured the imagi- by the hand of Archbishop Raphael After gathering evidence and find-
the Armenian Genocide conjointly last nation of artists and intellectuals of differ- Minassian at the Armenian diocese ing several descendants of the victims
April. In turn, Interim Dean of the entnationalities. The bookanditssymbol-in Yerevan. The medal had beenof the Genocide, in 1999 he filed a
College of Liberal Arts Dr. Raymond ism also had a direct bearing on the Arme-awarded by the retired and venerableclass action lawsuit against New York
Duvall emphasized the importance of nians and the Jews. The Armenians werePope Benedict XVI in recognition Life in a case which lasted for four
defending human rights and the histori- elated and grateful that a non-Armenianfor Yeghiayan’s work and endeav- years. In January 2004, New York
cal truth of the Armenian Genocide. He had exposed their forsaken fate to theors to secure compensation for Ar- Life agreed to settle by paying $20
then introduced the guest speaker. international community. The Jews in menian Genocide heirs. million to the plaintiffs. Since then

Prof. Shemmassian’s lecture dealt Europe and in Palestine refsldisa Dagh Vartkes Yeghiayan is an Arme- Yeghiayan, along with colleagues Mark
with “The Musa Dagh Resistance to theas a beacon of hope for their salvation.njan-American attorney specializing in Geragos and Brian Kabateck, have filed
Armenian Genocide and Its Impactthrough Turkey and the Turks, on their part, pres-international law. Yeghiayan is known suits against other insurance compa-
Franz Werfel's Historical Nov@lhe Forty  sured the Hollywood movie giantMGMto for launching several lawsuits againstnies, including AXA, which agreed to

Days of Musa Dagh This was a fitting  shelf a grand film project based blusa  insurance companies for insurance poli-settle in 2005 by paying $17.5 million.
tribute to the 80anniversary of the book's Dagh and to this day they manipulate the

original German publication in 1933. novel to deny the Armenian Genocide. Armenian Genocide Centennial
Armenians lived in Musa Dagh, a Dr. Shemmassian concluded his .
mountain situated some 10 miles to thetalk by saying: “This year marks the'80 Committee — Western USA Names

southwest of the biblical city of Antioch anniversary of the publication of Wefel's . . . .

and overlooking the Mediterranean Sea,Musa Dagh novel. But it is not a mere Aroutin Hartounian Executive Director

since time immemorial. On the eve of celebration of a past accomplishment,

World War | they numbered over 6,000 because the book’s legacy is very much LOS ANGELES —The Armenian and Chairman of the Unified Young
persons. When served the deportatioralive today. Four recent cases, amongGenocide Centennial Committee —West-Armenians.

order by the Ottoman government in late others, prove this point. First, in June ern USA (AGCC-WUSA), composed of The Centennial Committee is com-

July 1915, their two-third decided to resist 2012, the Czech Republic held the all major Armenian political, religious posed of the following organizations:

while one-third was deported, mainly to country’s first international conference and civic organizations, unanimously ‘Western Diocese of the Armenian

the Syrian city of Hama and environs. on genocide studies. Its general themeyoted to appoint Mr. Aroutin Hartounian Church of North America

Those who defied the government wereinspired by thé-orty Days was: ‘Moun-  to the position of the Committee’s Ex- ‘Western Prelacy of the Armenian

rescued by French warships after moretains of Moses: Revolt, Resistance andecutive Director. Apostolic Church

than forty days of fighting and trans- Rescuing of the Victims of Mass Exter- “We are excited to welcome Aroutin -Armenian Catholic Church

ported to Port Said, Egypt. They lived in mination.” Second, in March 2013, the as the Executive Director of the Geno- -Armenian Evangelical Union of

a refugee camp for four yearsitiitheir ~ Lepsius House and the Moses cide Centennial Committee. While there North America

repatriation to Musa Dagh in 1919. Mendelssohn Center in Potsdam, Ger-are many challenges ahead, having a -Armenian Revolutionary Federa-
In the days and months following many organized a three-day conferencehighly qualified person as Aroutin in tion

the rescue operations the internationalitled ‘Genocide and Literature: Franz such an important position will bolster -Armenian Democratic Liberal

press covered the Musa Dagh resis-Werfel in an Armenian-Jewish-Turkish- our ongoing campaign for justice. The Party

tance through news items, communi- German Perspective.” Third, also this Committee can now move forward with -Social Democrat Hunchakian

ques, leading articles, and photographsyear, in April, an exhibition dedicated to full speed to implement its plans for the Party

As a result, donations of money, cloth- the 80" anniversary of thé-orty Days Centennial,” the three co-chairs of -Armenian General Benevolent

ing, and other necessities were sent tmpened athe National Library of the AGCC-WUSA, Mr. Garo Ghazarian, Mr. Union, Western District

the Port Said refugee camp by people ofRepublic of Armenia with the co-spon- Harut Sassounian, and Ms. Talin -Armenian Relief Society, West-

various nationalities, organizations, and sorship of the Armenian Genocide Mu- Yacoubian indicated in a jointly issued ern USA

agencies. In short, the Musa Daghseum-Institute at Dzidzernagapert, Ar- statement. -Armenia Fund, Western Region

Armenians were lionized, became amenia. Fourth, The Franz-Werfel-Hu- “I am honored and privileged to US

source of inspiration, and drew sympa-man Rights Awardwhich carries prize have been appointed to this position. For -United Armenian Fund

thy in practical terms as well. money in the amount of 10,000, since over a year, the members of the AGCC- -Armenian Assembly of America
The Musa Dagh saga, once its 2003 is awarded every two years in Frank-WUSA have worked hard to lay the -Armenian National Committee,

immediacy vanished, would probably furt, Germany ‘to individuals, and occa- foundation for a successful centennial Western Region

have been relegated to oblivion had it notsionally also to initiatives or groups, who commemoration. We are committed to -Armenian Rights Council

been for the pen of one man—Franzhave opposed breaches of human rightsbringing justice for this crime against -Armenian Council of America

Werfel (1890-1945). Werfel, a Jew genocide, displzement and the deliber- humanity committed by Turkey. We -USC Institute of Armenian Studies

born in Prague and residing in Vienna, ate destruction of nationathnic,racialor Armenians as a collective owe it to our -Armenian Bar Association

had learned about the Armenian atroci-religious groups.” The list goes on.” forefathers who fell victim to the geno- -Unified Young Armenians

ties during World War | and had prom- A question and answer session cidal campaign of Ottoman Turkey. De- The AGCC-WUSAwas established

ised himself that he would write a novel followed a PowerPoint presentation spite persistent Turkish denials, numer-on August 9, 2012 to steer and coordi-
about them. He kept his promise. While of some 30 pictures depicting scenesous nations and international organiza-nate the multifaceted commemorative
conducting extensive research on thefrom the Musa Daghians’ rescue by tions have recognized the Armenian activities inthe Western United States in
subject beginning in 1929, he cameFrench warships, leading personali- Genocide, have properly condemnedpreparation for the 100th anniversary of
across the uplifting story of Musa Dagh, ties as well as fighters involved in the Turkey and have lent their supportto thethe Armenian Genocide on April 24,
which he chose as the novel'stoplhe  battles, the Port Said refugee camp,Armenian people’sjustcalls forrecogni- 2015.

Forty Days of Musa Dagles he titted and the monument dedicated to thetion and restitution,” Hartounian stated.

his oeuvre, was published in 1933 inresistance on September 18, 1932. Aroutin Hartounian is an attorney Continued on page 4
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Tribute Banquet Honors Haigazian Primate’s Newest Book “Life of Memories”
University's Women's Auxiliary of Los Angeles Presented at the Taglyan Cultural Center
2 L L ]

For more than fifty years, a group Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, Presi- : 2 gt i

of ladies from the Los Angeles area dent of Haigazian University will also 21013
. pGr 17, 201 3

organized themselves to become apowbe present and will deliver remarks § 2NuSLURG e 7-30-]uli
erful and inspirational force in benefit with updates about the current state of Leptignylad dustip -

of the then newly formed educational the University.

institution, Haigazian College, which The Alumni Association is also j T :—_i—:;f‘:_

today ranks among the leading univer-excited to announce that Dr. Herant o 18

sities in Lebanon and the region — Katchadourian, distinguished scholar

Haigazian University. and award-winning author from
The University’s Alumni Asso- Stanford University, has accepted the

ciation of North America has organized invitation to be the keynote speaker at

a tribute banquet in their honor on this special banquet.

Saturday Novembef92013 at 7 pm at Tickets for this event are $125 per

[T I S
ey [ CA T Tl sfvli U¥
laiglaplings 111+ U TH E

roprbes. LA BERIN. e (0271 A

Rossmore Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90004) the FALF (Future Armenian Leadership
during which the alumni, members of Fund) at Haigazian University.

the board of trustees, supporters and For additional information or to
friends will all gather to pay tribute to purchase tickets for this event, kindly

this wonderful group of women for contact the Alumni Association at: More than 300 faithful including cese Hayk Madoyan.
their decades of outstanding dedica-hualumniusa@gmail.com or call (818) benefactors, Godfathers, community The Primate fondly recalled the
tion to Haigazian. 859 0822. leaders and supporters of the Westerrhumble spirit and committed service
Diocese attended the presentation ofof Dr. Yeghia Taglyan and noted that
National Center for Armenian Memory the Primate’s newest book on Octoberhe greatly valued Dr. Yeghia's friend-
] ] 17,2013. Held at the Taglyan Cultural ship. His Eminence thanked Diocesan
Inaugurated in Décines, France Complex, the event was sponsored bybenefactors Drs. Petros and Karine

Diocesan benefactors Drs. Petros andlaglyan for sponsoring the event and
Karine Taglyan and was dedicated in honoring the lasting memory of Dr.
memory of the late Dr. Yeghia Taglyan. Yeghia Taglyan.

St. Leon Armenian Cathedral’s With the participation of the
“Little Angels Saturday School” Prin- Taglyan family, a special “kinedzon”
cipal Deacon Hovhannes Gumruyan (dedication) ceremony was held at the
delivered the welcoming remarks. St. conclusion of the presentation.

On Sunday, Od
tober 20, French Mi
ister of Culture Aurelig
Filipetti inaugurated i

the French city 0'-
Décines the Nationg

Center for Armeniaf John Garabed Pastor Archpriest Fr. Archbishop Derderian greeted the
Memory. Manoug Markarian thanked His Emi- faithful and signed copies of the book.
For this occasio nence and the Taglyan family for mak- In “Life of Memories,” Arch-

the Minister declareq -
“Never forget what hapgh
pened in 1915 The hij
torical work needs t
continue. The facts a

ing the making the memorable eventbishop Derderian shares with the reader
possible. Father Manoug reflected onimpactful and emotional moments and
Dr. Yeghia Taglyan’s valuable contri- events from his early childhood, his
butions to St. John Garabed Armenianseminarian life in Etchmiadzin, histimes
Church and the Western Diocese alike.in Oxford and his pastoral life.
established, and t The book’s presenter was the “Life of Memories” is available at
Armenian Genocide Librarian and Ecumenical and Inter- the Diocesan Bookstore and can be ac-
was recognized by law of the Republic.” modern building of 900 square meters, religious Officer of the Western Dio- dquired by calling818-558-7474 ext. 112.
“The propaganda of its denial can has a library, an archive area of 100 m2
not be accepted. Therefore, in accor-and a conference room.
dance with the commitment of the Head The database of NCAM is com-
of StaFe Fran_gois_ Hollande, the govern-posed of about 12,000 pooks and 110,00(%:0ntinuedfrom page 1 Armenia, which is built on a principle
ment is considering legal means to en-documents “part of which is processed, of boosting individuals’ opportunities

sure this vigilance the principles estab-standardized and digitized.” They con- 1 ne to any pressures from the elector-and freedoms otherwise restricted by
lished by our Constitution and our Inter- cern the history, memory, language, yte to perform better and fundamentally corruption. In addition, the report pro-
national and European obligations”, sheculture and art of the Armenian commu- cpanges the incentives of individuals atvides detailed recommendations on how
said. _ nity of France and Europe, free-lance e 1o of the ruling pyramid.” to fight corruption and mismanage-
The center housed in an ultra- journalist Jean Eckian reports. Daron Acemoglu, Professor of ment in sectors with highest corrup-
Protestors Disrup t International Conference Economics at the Massachusetts Insti-tion risks. It potes that assi_stance from
tute of Technology and the author of athe international community and the
Continued frompage 1 May 2012. recentbestseller “Why Nations Fail: Diaspora are required for the people of
Afterwards, the activists made The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Armenia to improve governance while
ruling Republican Party in Armenia their way into the conference hall, Poverty” notes: “Some say that Arme- forcing the entrenched corrupt elite to
and its officials as actually fomenting despite steps taken by local securitynia is doomed to fail economically eitherreform orleave. Internally, cred-
“hate crime”, the activists argued that staff and police to prevent them. The because of its geography or location inible actions would be required to pros-
the government itself should be the protestors entered the hall just as Ar-the world. But like so many other ecute senior level abuses; reform the
focus of the conference. menian Foreign Minister Edward countries around the world and judicial system; and institute a mecha-
In particular, they accused senior Nalbandian was making his opening throughout history, its failure is due to nism for re-claiming stolen assets.
RPA member Edward Sharmazanov as’eémarks. corruption, unscrupulous politicians On the latter, the Report lays out
well as leading representative of the The conference is being hosted and weak institutions. It's not lack of ablueprint for the Stolen Asset Recov-
opposition Dashnaktsutyun party Artsvik by the Armenian government as the opportwities but squandered opportu- ery Initiative. Modeled on experience
Minasyan of supporting those who bomb- current chair of Committee of Minis- nities that are at the root of Armenia's of other countries and international

Corruption in Armenia

fired an LGBT-friendly barin Yerevanin ters of the Council of Europe. ills, and it can make progress only by laws and regulations that govern this
confronting thisfact and holding ac- area, the proposed initiative offers a
Armenian Genocide Centennial Committee countable those responsible for the fail-framework for identifying illegally ac-
ures. This wonderful report is a first step.” quired assets held both in and outside
Continued from page 3 ment began a premeditated and system- Echoing the same sentiment, Pro-of Armenia; seizing those assets; and

atic campaign to uproot the Armenian fessor AnnalLee Saxenian, Dean of UCholding and redistributing those assets

The AGCC-WUSA's mission, as population from its ancestral homeland Berkeley’s Department of Information (or the proceeds from their sale).
adopted byitsmemberorganizationsdeclaresand slaughter 1.5 million defenselessnotes: "This data-rich study penetrates The report is intended to spur a

The 100th anniversary of the Ar- men, women and children. the realities of governance in Arme- debate on the issue of high-level cor-
menian Genocide signifies a global de- Turkey must finally acknowledge nia—realities that have long been ob-ruption in Armenia and serve as a
mand for justice by Armenians world- its responsibility for the Genocide and scured. It confirms that political re- warning for corrupt officials that civil
wide and all people of good will. make appropriate moral, financial and form is essential to the national eco- society organizations are ready to help

The Centennial marks one of the territorial restitution, as mandated by the nomic and social development.” identify and recover stolen assets—
20th century’s greatest crimes againstfundamental norms of international law Going forward, the report offers irrespective of their location—and re-
humanity. In 1915, the Turkish Govern- and civilized society. a strategy of reducing corruption in turn them to their rightful owners.
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At the Arbat Banquet Hall
711 S. San Fernando Rd. Burbank, CA 91502
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For more info. call: (626)7 97-7680
Donation $75.%




