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Sarkisian and Aliyev Agree to Give Turkish FM Invited to Armenia

113 ” *
New Impetus to Negotlatlons YEREVAN -- Turkish Foreign added the English-language paper.

Minister Ahmet Davutoglu has been Davutoglu’s predecessor, Ali
officially invited to visit Yerevan foran Babacan, attended a similar BSEC
international ministerial conference next gathering that was held in the Arme-
month, the Armenian government con- nian capital in April 2009, during an
firmed on Wednesday. unprecedented rapprochement be-

Foreign Ministry spokesman tween Armenia and Turkey. The
Tigran Balayan told RFE/RL’'s Arme- U.S.-backed process culminated in
nian service (Azatutyun.am) that invi- the signing of two Turkish-Arme-
tations have been sent out to the foreigmian protocols on the normalization
ministers of all countries aligned in the of bilateral ties later in 2009. Ankara
Black Sea Economic Cooperation makes their implementation condi-
(BSEC) grouping, including Turkey and tional on the resolution of the
Azerbaijan. They are scheduled to meetKarabakh conflict.

|

VIENNA -- The presidents of
Armenia and Azerbaijan, Serzh
Sarkisian and Ilham Aliyev, have been
discussing the so-called Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict during face-to-face
talks in Vienna.

The Minsk Group of the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE), under whose aus-
pices the talks were held on November

of the OSCE Minsk Group (Russian

Office.

in Yerevan on December 12.

the Turkish daily “Today’s Zaman”
reported on Tuesday that Davutoglu is Berne last month. Still, he made clear
companied by the Ministers of Foreign considering attending the meeting. that Ankara stands by the Karabakh
Affairs of the two countries to con- They said his decision depends on theprecondition rejected by Yerevan.

tinue negotiations aimed at a peacefuloutcome of the latest meeting of the
resolution of the NK conflict. Present Armenian and Azerbaijani presidents tary of Armenia’s National Security
atthe meeting were also the Co-Chairsthat took place in Vienna on Tuesday. Council, also visited Switzerland late

Davutoglu reportedly asked Swit-
zerland to facilitate a renewed Turk-
ish-Armenian dialogue during a visit to

Citing unnamed Turkish officials,

Artur Baghdasarian, the secre-

“If the two leaders agree to con- last week. Some observers in Yerevan

Federation, France, United States oftinue dialogue on the resolution of the believe that his talks with top Swiss
America), as well as the Personal Rep-Nagorno-Karabakh conflictin talks in officials focused on Turkish-Arme-

resentative of the OSCE Chairman-in- Vienna, Davutoglu is expected to at-
tend the BSEC meeting in Yerevan,”

Continued on page 2

19, issued the following statement af- This is the first meeting of the
ter the meeting: Presidents since the Summit in Sochi

“ The Co-Chairs of the OSCE InJanuary 2012. During the téte-a-téte

Minsk Group (the Russian Federation, CONversation and ensuing working
France, and the United States ofmeeting with the participation of the
America) welcomed the President of C0-Chairs and Ministers, the Presi-
the Republic of Armenia Serzh Sarkisian 9€Nts discussed a wide range of issue
and the President of the Republic of Pertinent to the resolution of the NK
Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev in Vienna,

where the Presidents have arrived ac- Continued on page 2

California Lutheran University Selects Black
Dog of Fate as Required Reading
For First-Year Class

By Taleen Babayan

California Lutheran University
became the fifth U.S. university to use
Peter Balakian’s memoiBlack Dog of
Fateas the requiring book for nearly a
thousand incoming freshmen. In re-
cent years, The College of New Jer-
sey, University of Connecticut, Sienna
College and Colgate University have
also made the book a core text or a
required first year read.

California Lutheran University, a
private liberal arts institution located in |
Southern California, found Balakian’s
memoir a compelling way to inaugu-
rate its Freshman-Year Experience Pro-
gram, which aims to integrate studentsmean to participate in a global citizen-
into the school’s academic way of life. ship.”

“In the First-Year Seminar, we Bond said that Balakian's “el-
are especially committed to assistingegant, moving, and critical memoir,”
students in choosing and developingfit the program needs perfectly be-
an ethical stance in their academic andcause it helped demonstrate to stu-
professional commitments,” said Pro- dents the importance of discovering
fessor James Bond, Associate Profespurpose. He noted that Balakian’s
sor of English at CLU and Director of “younger self” does not occur through
the Freshman-Year Experience oneeventor moment, instead evolving
Program. “A key emphasis in foster- over time and after much struggle,
ing an emerging ethical stance is help-

ing them learn about what it might Continued on page 2

United Appeal of the Largest Armenian
Organizations of the Western United States

ACTING in the spirit of pan-Armenian unity,
CONSIDERING security and prosperity of Armenia and Artsakh gs an
undisputed priority for the Armenian Diaspora and
RECOGNIZING the remarkable achievements of Armenia Hund
(“Hayastan” All-Armenian Fund), an institution, which for the past 21 yearf has
united all major Diaspora-based Armenian organizations around the jworld
under the mission of providing large-scale infrastructure developmerft and
humanitarian assistance to the Homeland,
WE, THE UNDERSIGNED
REAFFIRM our unequivocal support to the mission and goals of Arnjenia
Fund and
CALL on each and every Armenian-American to bring his or her gengrous
participation in the upcoming Armenia Fund International Thanksgiving| Day
Telethon to air live on Thursday, November 28, 2013, dedicated tp the
construction of a strategic Vardenis-Martakert Highway that has a cfitical
importance to long term security and peace for both Armenia and Artsgkh, as
well as creation of jobs in agriculture, manufacturing, tourism and trade. ps we
cannot be indifferent to the plight of our brothers and sisters in Syria, 1p% of

general Telethon proceeds of Armenia Fund, U.S. Western Region Will be
allocated to Syrian Armenian humanitarian relief efforts.
It is up to each and every Armenian to ensure the prosperity dqf our

Homeland and security of its borders

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate of the Western Diocese ¢f
the Armenian Apostolic Church of America

Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian Prelate of the Western Prelacly
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of North America

Reverend Joseph Matossian Minister to the Armenian Evangelicgl
Union of North America of U.S. and Canada

Bishop Mikael Mouradian Armenian Catholic Eparchy

Gabriel Moloyan Chairman, Social Democratic Hunchakian Party o
Western USA

Hagop Nazarian Chairman, Armenian Democratic Liberal|
(Ramgavar) Party, U.S. Western Region

Vicken Hovsepian Chairman, Armenian Revolutionary Federation
Western U.S. Central Committee

Krikor Karaguezian Chairman, AGBU Western District Committee

Lena Bozoyan Chair, Armenian Relief Society of Western USA, Ing.

Talin Yacoubian Southern California Regional Council Armenian
Assembly of America
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Turkey, Australia in Diplomatic Row New Developments in Turkish-Armenian
Over Armenian Genocide Motion Relations

NEW SOUTHWALES--BARRY  Ankara, Mr Cicek said: “Parliaments
O’Farrell, Premier of New South Wales, should not be a place for shortsighted
is embroiled in a diplomatic row with or political interest groups to raise
Turkey that could potentially impact matters which relate to history.”
2015's Anzac centenary commemora- Mr Cicek said the right people to
tions following calls by the speaker of be discussing such matter were histo-
the Turkish government for the NSW rians.

Premier to renounce a motion con- “If historians were to come to-
demning Turkey for the genocide of gether ... and come out with a conclu-
Armenians, The Telegraph reports. sion in favour of the Armenians and

Mr O’Farrell lashed back last say, ‘Turks, you’'ve done wrong’, as a

night, saying “it's deplorable anyone country we are happy to accept that.”

associated with the Turkish govern- Mr Cicek said he could “go to | YESILLER VE SOI

ment would try and use (the) cente- parliament and put forward a motion CELECEK

nary of the Gallipoli landing for politi- condemning Australia for sending out

cal purposes.” the fleet to fight on the shores of On November 7, 2013, Turkey’s From these foundations, the meet-

Turkish Grand National Assem- Gallipoli ... but that is not going to be the Greens and the Left Party of theing entitled “Confronting History,” and
bly Speaker Cemil Cicek, who holds good for Australia-Turkey relations.  Future, organized a meeting entitledits decisions and affirmations, is an
the country’s second highest office, “It can cause a huge rift between “Confronting History” in Istanbul, with  opening towards not repeating the mis-
said parliamentarians should confinethe two countries and jeopardize eventhe participation of various organiza- takes of the past with the goals of
themselves to issues involving their the Anzac commemoration activities tions and individuals who have ac- establishing friendship between peoples
own communities. here in Turkey as well.” knowledged the Armenian Genocide. along with justice and peace within the

In May this year, Premier Asked if he was calling on the The Social Democrat Hunchakian Party region. We extended our hand to you

O’Farrell moved a motion in state par- Premier to withdraw the motion, Mr received an invitation to participate in and welcome you and your spear-
liament reaffirming a 1997 motion that Cicek said: “Naturally, | would like it the meeting. headed endeavors in a collaborative

“recognized and condemned the geno-to be withdrawn. In response to the invitation, the desire.”

cide of the Armenians by the then- Asked about Turkey’s threat to foreign relations board of the S.D.H.P. At the end of the meeting, it was

Ottoman government between 1915ban NSW parliamentarians who pro- Central Committee conveyed the fol- decided to increase the participation of
and 19227, and designated 24 April ofposed the motion coming to Anzac Jowing letter to the participants of the various left-wing parties including the

every year thereafter as a day of re-commemorations in 2015, Mr Cicek meeting: Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) and
membrance of the 1.5 million Arme- said: “That is the case.” “Esteemed Friends, convene a larger conference to work
nians who fell victim to “the first “Parliamentarians should be look- We learned that a meeting en- toward developing a greater degree of

genocide of the twentieth century”.  ing at matters that are of interest totjtled “Confronting History” will take  production. Furthermore, it was de-
Speaking through an interpreter their own communities, not looking at place in Istanbul organized by the cided to participate in Genocide com-

during an interview in his offices in matters that are abroad.” Greens and the Left Party of the Fu-memorations within Armenia, and col-
ture. laborate with Germany'’s Turkish popu-

Vasken Kaltakjian Awarded On this occasion, our viewpoint lation towards recognition and com-

is that being unmindful to historical memorations of the Armenian Geno-

Artsakh Government Medal events or denying and falsifying facets cide. The Greens and the Left Party of

of history is wrong. History must be the Future have also invited the

STEPANAKERT -- On Novem- jndependence of the Nagorno Karabakhlooked at with open eyes. S.D.H.P. to participate in its party

ber 15, 2013, Artsakh Republic Presi- Republic and its constructive involve- Throughout our history, the congressinAnkaraonNovember 30th.

dent Bako Sahakyan signed a decregnent with the international greatest pain has been caused by the  As a reminder, the Greens and
awarding the “Appreciation” medal to community’s efforts to reach a just calamity of the Armenian Genocide, the Left Party of the Future took part
several individuals who defended the and |asting solution to security issuesWhich is on the brink of its centennial. in the unprecedented commemorative
self-determination rights of the people in that strategically important region. Condemning and acknowledging his- events that took place in Istanbul, Tur-
of Artsakh and for promoting interna- The Louisiana State Legislature be-torical wrongdoings and expressing it key on June 13 and 15 of this year
tional recognition of the Republic of came the fourth state legislative body @s such within a community, is perti- commemorating the 98th anniversary
Nagorno Karabagh. Included amongto recognize the Nagorno Karabakhnent only from highly civilized indi- of the martyrdom of the “Twenty Gal-

the awardees is Mr. Vasken Kaltakjian, Repub”C, previous States to do so areVidLlaIS. lows.”

Chairman of the Louisiana chapter of massachusetts, Rhode Island and

the Armenian Council of America, and pMaine. Sarkisian and Alier Agree to Give
member of the Central Committee of The Resolution was spearheaded N « ’ L.
Social Democrat Hunchakian Party. by Louisiana State Senator Edwin R. ew “Impetus” to Negotiations

_On May 30 of this year, the Murray (D-New Orleans), who worked Continued from page 1 will organize working meetings with
Louisiana State Senate passed a Resgjosely with Mr. Kaltakdjian. the Ministers on the sidelines of the
lution recognizing the Nagorno Others who have been awardedgplem OSCE Ministerial Council which will
Karabakh Republic, expressing sup-the medal are; Jim Kaloustyan, man- '
port for its devel_opn_went as a free andager of the "Rx.Ante.Inc" company newi
independent nation in order to guaran-(Usa), dealing with Boston health is- reaching a peaceful solution. They in- a visit to the region before the end of
tee its citizens those rights inherentinsues; Jonathan Hecht, member of thesrycted their respective Ministers of this year.”

a free and independent society. USA Massachusetts state House ofggreign Affairs to continue to work Sarkisian told RFE/RL after the
The Resolution also urges the Representatives; Ani Haroyan, mem-
President of the United States and theper of the ARF-US East Coast; and

House of Representatives to supportanna Astvatsaturyan-Turcotte,
the self-determination and democraticyer and writer.

The Presidents agreed to give atake place on December 5-6 in Kiev.
mpetus to the negotiations aimed atThe Co-Chairs are planning to conduct

together with the Co-Chairs towards thetalks that the negotiations had been

enhancementofthe peace process, basédormal.”

law- o the registered achievements. They The two leaders last met in Sochi

agreed to meet again in coming months.in January 2012 in talks mediated by
As a follow up, the Co-Chairs Russia.

Turkish FM Invited to Armenia

California Lutheran University

Continued from page 1 that his family had been victims of the
Armenian Genocide, Bond remarked Continued frompage 1 have conveyed to Armenia what they

reflection and historical and family thatthe memoir went beyond that and were told [by Ankara]”
research. helps others understand the impor-nian relations. A spokesman for Davutoglu held bilateral talks on

“This process isn’'t merely aca- tance of being aware of one’s past “for Baghdasarian declined to comment onMonday with U.S. Secretary of State
demic or narrowly personal,” said Bond. the purpose of contributing to a higher this on Wednesday. John Kerry during which Karabakh
“Both are fused together, as they shouldgood.” “As far as | understand, the Swiss conflict was on the agenda.
be, and that fits our sense of educating “Professor Balakian is showing
the “whole person.” our students one viable and noble way Professor Balakian discussed hisfor the Art of the Memoir and has been

While Black Dog of Fateis a for developing a calling beyond mere book with incoming freshman at Cali- through dozens of printings. It was
personal story, focusing on Balakian’s self interest, and also one that engage$ornia Lutheran University at the start published in a 10anniversary edition,
life growing up in American-Armenian the selfin the context of being a global of the academic year. The book wonwith the addition of two new chapters
family in the 1950s and 60s, unawarecitizen,” said Bond. the 1998 PEN/Martha Albrand Prize several years ago.
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The German-Turkish Conspiracy Against the Diaspora

By Toros Sarian Anatolia. Italso deplores the inglorious between Turks an
role played by the German Reich which, Armenians”
The background and the effects in spite of a wealth of information on At first glance
of the German financed reconciliation the organized expulsion and annihila- the demand for reg
projects. tion of Armenians, has made no at- onciliation seemjg
The decades of silence regardingtemptto intervene and stop these atroci-something which ca
the Armenian Genocide during the Ot- ties.” (Full text: www.armenian- notbe rejected or criti
toman Empire was instantly broken asgenocide.org/Affirmation.339/ cized. Reading fro
Gourgen Yanikian shot the Turkish current_ category.7/ statements issued |
General Consul and his Employee in affirmation_detail.html) the German gover
Santa Barbara in January 1973. Turk- Although in the Resolution there ment since 2005, it i
ish hopes that this act of Genocidewas no explicit mention of an Arme- clear that the policy i
would remain forgotten was trans- nian genocide many Armenians out- not reconciliation be
formed into an illusory wish. An eld- side Germany interpreted the Resolu-tween Armenians an ]
erly Armenian, living in distant Califor- tion as being a recognition by the Ger-Turks, but betweerEnver Pahsa (L) meeting with a German military officerin
nia, proved that the descendants ofman Government of the Genocide the Republic of Ar-Berlin. (photo AA)
this Turkish atrocity had not forgot- againstthe Armenians. Onthe websitemenia and Turkey. If
ten. In Santa Barbara the campaign haf the ,Armenian National Institute” it the German government views the mentfor Culture and Media has granted
begun for the international recognition was stated that Germany was one ofGenocide question as an issue to bea sum of 410,000 euros to the Lepsius
of this Genocide. During the campaign the nations which had recognized thesolved by the two states thenitis clearHouse in Potsdam, for equipment
Armenians have informed the world Genocide. However, the Organization thatthe Armenian Diaspora has noroleand cultural development programs,
public and have increased world aware-of Armenians in Germany has never to play, according to the German gov- to establish the House as a center for
ness of these atrocities committedviewed this Resolution from the Ger- ernment. The descendants of the surGerman-Turkish Research and Cul-
within the Ottoman Empire. Many Par- man Parliament as recognition of the vivors of the genocide, who have settledtural Place of Exchange. The German
liaments have passed resolutions rec-Genocide. all over the world, would be accord- Governmentis accompanying the Turk-
ognizing the historical fact of the Ar- The Central Committee of Arme- ingly ignored. Although over the de- ish-Armenian reconciliation process
menian genocide. Turkey has declarednians in Germany has made it clear oncades it has been these people whavith support for cross-border activi-
the Armenian Diasporato be a nationalmany occasions that this parliamen-have campaigned for the recognitionties of NGO’s and German Political
enemy and took all possible measuregary resolution does not meet the ex-of the atrocities. Demands of the Ger- Foundations. In this spirit, the German
to combat the “Armenian Lobby” and pectations of the Armenians in Ger- man Parliament for a Turkish-Arme- Foreign Office has provided funds to a
to prevent the International recogni- many. nian reconciliation have aroused nototal of 1,4 million between 2009 and
tion of the Armenian Genocide. In a Press release on the 13thopposition from the Turkish govern- 2013 to the reconciliation project es-
It is widely accepted that Ger- March 2010 the organization stated ment: It is willing for reconciliation, tablished by the Institute for Interna-
many carries a joint responsibility for that “The formal recognition of the but is not prepared to recognize thetional Cooperation of the German Adult
the Genocide against the ArmeniansArmenian Genocide by Germany is atrocities of 1915 as genocide. Education Association, (dvv interna-
during the Ottoman Empire period. unavoidable and well overdue”, Onthe The Armenian Diaspora is tional), under the title “Speaking to
This is clearly documented in the 6th April the organization demanded viewed by the Turkish Government as One Another”. The content of this
archive papers of the German Foreignagain from the German Parliament thean “enemy”, which they have not so project involves Student and scholar
Ministry which were published by the formal recognition of the Armenian far been able to muzzle. The only exchanges between Armenia and Tur-
German journalist and publisher Genocide by the Ottoman Empire in possible way available for the Turkish key, common critical historical evalu-
Wolfgang Gust in 2005. He persis- 1915, according the UN convention Government to bypass the “irreconcil- ation of the past events in the form of
tently pointed out that only the German concerning Prevention and Punishmentable Armenian Diaspora”is to turn the seminars, publications and exhibi-
Government could have preventedof Acts of genocide. Genocide Question into a theme to betions.” Apart from these two large
Turkey from carrying out the Govern- There are clearly different opin- dealt with the Republic of Armenia. sums 410,000 and 1, 4 million, the
ments criminal plan of “solving the ions regarding the assessment of theThe Genocide will become a questionGerman Government has funded
Armenian problem”. The German gov- German parliamentary Resolution of for negotiation between the two states,smaller activities to the sum of 50,000
ernment under Emperor Wilhelm 1l 2005. If the resolution was such a thus the Diaspora will have no right or euros. In total, the sum of 1, 9 million
failed to do so as their Alliance with clear recognition of the genocide, why chance to engage in the process. Théas been provided to support projects
the Turkish Regime was more impor- did the Turkish Government accept it weakened State of Armenia, alreadyinvolved inthe Reconciliation Process
tant than the lives of the Christian so calmly and notreact as it always didisolated by Turkey and Azerbaijan can between Armenia and Turkey.
Armenians. after such resolutions? Germany has aalone be put under even more The financial support by Lepsius
The Berlin Government had been large Turkishimmigrant populationand pressure not only by Turkey but House in the city of Potsdam is widely
extremely silentregarding these atroci-the Turkish nationalists are well orga- also her allies, especially Germany. By known, and the work of Lepsius House
ties, whilst at the same time proclaim- nized, but still there were no protests putting the reconciliation of the two is also known also by many Armenians
ing their exemplary conduct in ad- or demonstrations. There were no de-nations, onto the political Agenda, the in Germany. But, the work carried out
dressing the atrocities committed mands for a boycott of German prod- German Government has done the Turk-by “dvv international” is largely un-
against the European Jews during theucts. Although the Turkish Govern- ish government an immense favor.  known. On their website the
Second World War, even suggestingment sent a formal protest against the Armenian organizations in Eu- organization’s areas of activity are de-
that Turkey should take to heart their resolution, it was very mild in contrast rope have neither been very attentive inscribed as follows: “The dvv supports a
example. But when Germany is so to other occasions when a state recogfollowing the political developments European and worldwide exchange of
courageous and open to working outnized the Genocide. since 2005. Nor have they been able toinformation and expertise regarding adult
the crimes of their past why had the One comes to the conclusion thatrecognize the ramification of the Ger- education and development, aids the
German government remained silentthere must be other reasons why theman contribution to the Reconciliation establishment and expansion of struc-
till 2005 before beginning to evaluate Turkish Government and Turkish Na- process, let alone the political motives tures for youth and adult education in
their part in the Armenian Genocide? tionalists reacted so tamely to the reso-behind this policy. However on evalu- developing and transformation coun-
Only at the start of 2005 did the presentlution. After the debate in April 2005 the ation of the information currently avail- tries and offers training consultation and
Chancellor, Angela Merkel, forward a German Chancellor Schroder travelled able it becomes increasingly clear. Ulla medium provision for global intellectual
motion to parliament to commemorate to Turkey. One theme was surely the Jelpke, Parliamentary member for the euro political learning.” (For more infor-
the victims of the atrocities committed contents of the all party formu- Links Party (The Left Party) put for- mation  see: http://www.dvv-
against Armenians throughout the Ot- lated resolution. As time passed it wasward a short written questiontotheinternational . de/
toman Empire. In April a debate took clear that the German and Turkish Gov-German government in August this index.php?article_id=1&clang=1)
place on this theme in the Germanernments had agreathbon a common year. Her aim was to ascertain which This institution which has been
Parliament and in June an all party strategy in dealing with the Genocide academic projects were being financedactive in the Republic of Armenia since
formulated resolution was passed. Thisresolution. The old German-Turkish by the German state with the aim of 2002 and according to their Website is
resolution read as follows: alliance had made the Genocide incritically evaluating the Genocide Ques- “one of the most important players in
“The German Bundestag honors 1915 possible and now the two alliestion. The Foreign Office Secretary of the field of Adult Education and
and commemorates the victims of vio- had to find a way of preventing the State, Cornelia Piper responded givingLifeLong Learning”, has certainly es-
lence, murder and expulsion amongdemands of the Armenians for the details of great interest to Armenians. tablished good contacts with the Gov-
the Armenian people before and during recognition of the genocide from being The detailed statement included theernment. The German Foreign Office
the First World War. The Bundestag pushed into the political arena. following: “On the basis of the and the dvv-international, and the Ar-
deplores the deeds of the Young Turk- The key to answering this ques- cited Resolution of the German menian ministries have presumably
ish governmentin the Ottoman Empire tion lies in essence in the title of the Parliament from June 2005, mentionedcooperated in organizing the Recon-
which have resulted in the almost total resolution Thus: "Germany must make in your question, the German Govern-
annihilation of the Armenians in her contribution to the reconciliation ment’s representative at the Depart- Continued onpage 4
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Dr. Richard Hovanissian's Special Armenian Community Center
Presentation in Trumbull, Connecticut Opes in Hong Kong
TRUMBULL, CT -- AtArmenian  headed north to the Black Sea into the
Church of the Holy Ascension, Dr. mountains in search of the Hamshens \ b
Richard Hovannisian’s Nov. 3rd pre- The video of the discussions with the

remaining in historic Western Armenia Hamshens speak a dialect of Arme-| 1§
left the over 50 attendees from NY and nian, but do not consider themselves
CT wanting more. "... the Hovanissian Armenian.
lecture was absolutely fantastic." The video footage of the interac-
emailed William Papzian. tions with some of the last few remain-
After a luncheon and a surprise ing Armenians in Dikranagerd was en-
birthday cake and wishes for Dr. lightening and also humorous at times.
Hovannisian, a fantastic journey em- Dr. Hovannisian is UCLA emeritus pro-
barked as Dr. Hovannisian began hisfessor of Armenian and Near Eastern
multi-media presentation. History and has authored or edited
He opened with Smyrna, the show- over 20 books. He sold and
ing of a brief video which was a collage autographed some of his books after
of old photos and footage of life in the presentation and Q & A session in On Saturday, November 9, 2013, ment, the capacity of the Center will
Smyrna up to and including the burning the church hall. One can look forward the Armenian community of China, multiply and the Armenian community of
of Smyrna in September 1922. Smyrnato his next volume which will focus on known as ‘ChinaHay’, as well as more Chinawill become exemplary in its patri-
was a port for much trade and was in theAsia Minor. than one hundred guests including manyotic and Armenian-oriented activity.’
vanguard: In as early as the 1840's the Following the event Stepan from overseas gatheredin Hong Kong to Jack and Julie Maxian generously
Armenians in Smyrna had a newspaper Piligian wrote on the church Facebook attend a significant event: the official donated alarge collection of paintings to
something pretty much unheard of inthepage: "He is a national treasure of theopening ceremony of the newly estab-adorn the walls of the Center, all of
Ottoman Empire. A discussion of many Armenian community who has led the lished Jack & Julie Maxian Hong Kong which were made specially for this oc-

sentation on the people and cultureHamshen people was intriguing. TheT

of the provinces of historic Western academic and scholastic work for de- Armenian Center. casion.

Armeniafollowed with engaging discus- cades. His contributions are profound Honorary guests included promi- On the second day of the great
sion and interesting photos. and will continue to inspire for genera- nent Armenians: His Holiness Karekin Il, celebration, Bishop Haigazoun Najarian
Near the end of Hovannisian’s tions. It is wonderful that Holy Ascen- Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All held the Holy Mass, the first celebrated
June 2013 trip to Turkey, his group sion sponsored this event." Armenians, His Grace Bishop Haigazounin the Centre. The guests also enjoyed
Najarian, Primate of the Diocese of Aus- brunch, after which they attended a
The German-Turkish Conspiracy tralia and New Zealand, His Eminence lecture by Professor Sebouh Aslanian,

. . Archbishop Aram Ateshian, Patriarchal Chair of Armenian Studies at UCLA,

Against the Diaspora Vicar of Constantinople, His Excellency who travelled to Hong Kong for the
Conti aid to the country and German inves-the Armenian Ambassador to China, Mr. occasion and who described the role of

ontinued from page 1

tors are an important investment fac- Armen Sargsyan as well as the HonoraryJulfan Armenian merchants in the early
ciliation projects in Armenia. Asimilar tor in the region. Therefore the Ger- Consul of Armeniato Thailand, Mr. Arto  modern world of the Indian Ocean and
close cooperation will have taken place man government had enough leverageArtinian. up to Manila and China.
with the Turkish Government as the to “convince” Yerevan as to the ben- The two-day celebration began with Later, the guests learned that Ar-
“dvv international” is also active in efits of starting negotiations. Perhaps, a ribbon-cutting ceremony followed by menian language, history and culture
Turkey. this leverage had to be used again tahe blessing given by His Holiness at theclasses would soon be offered at the
The Sarkisian governmentgladly persuade Yerevan to support theirbeautiful Center altar built specially for new Centre in Hong Kong via the Arme-
embraced their role, thought out by “Reconciliation Projects”. After Ger- religious events. ‘Armenian coupleswill nian Virtual College (AVC). Mr. Yervant
Germany, in the Reconciliation pro- many had pushed the “Recognition marry here, and Armenian kids will be Zorian, the founder of the AVC, de-
cess and, not purely for political rea- Question” onto the “Reconciliation baptized in this house,” Jack Maxian scribed how the educational institute has
sons. They should have made itunmis-Track” the Diaspora was and still is mentioned in his welcoming speech. been helping similar communities world-
takably clear right from the start, that confronted with a new situation. ‘We will arrange Armenian meetings in wide and the enthusiasm of the AVC’s
the Genocide Question was certainly Should they give up their cam- this Center, festivities devoted to Arme- team in working with the Armenian
not an issue solely between Republicpaign for the recognition of the Geno- nian culture, and foreigners will be sur- Community of Chinain the coming years.
of Armenia and Turkey, but an issue cide and instead join the “Reconcilia- prised that the Armenian people are able From now on, the Jack and Julie
which also involved the Armenian tion Process” with Turkey? to build an Armenian house outside of Hong Kong Armenian Centre will host
Diaspora. The position of Yerevan on The Armenian Diaspora must re- their own land,” said Mr. Maxian. Armenians from China and all over the
this issue shows again that there is noalize the German Government pursued In that evening, His Holiness world, hold events with guest speakers,
clear agreement between the SarkisiarReconciliation Policy serves Turkish Karekin Il granted a special award — St. exhibitions, invite Armenian artists to
Government and the Diaspora regard-political interests. Thanks to Germany, Nerses Shnorhali Medal of Honor — to perform, but most importantly will be a

ing the Genocide Question. the Turkish Government can now point Mr. and Mrs. Maxian for their devotion gathering venue for Armenians and their
One of the Turkish govern- outthatthese “Reconciliation Projects” to the nation. ‘We are happy to see thatfriends.
ment’s policies is to drive a wedge are being supported by the ArmenianArmenian national identity is so well Armenians have been traveling and

between the Diaspora and the RepublicGovernment and are prepared to “solve”preserved in aremote country like China, living in Chinafor centuries. In 1910, the

of Armenia. The signing of the Turk- the Genocide question in cooperationdespite the small size of the community,” Armenian Relief Society created the Ar-

ish-Armenian Protocols in Zurich is in with them. If the international commu- said Karekin II. His Holiness also visited menian Club of Shanghai as a station for
this connection was a great succesqity follows suit and also views the the grave of Sir Paul Catchik Chater, Armenian refugees in Shanghai. The
for this Turkish political strategy, even Genocide Question as a matter be-probably the most famous Armenian in Club evolved over the years into a social
though the Protocols were nattified  tween only the Republic of Armenia Asia, who moved to Hong Kong in 1864 Club where the community gathered and
inthe end. It may appear to be coinciden-and Turkey then the Armenian Diasporafrom Calcuttalndia and became one ofwhere Armenian weddings, baptisms
tal that the dvv-international began their with their demands for recognition of the most successful businessmen in theind events would took place. In 1923,
reconciliation projects in the same year,the Genocide would find no support, history of Hong Kong with streets, parks the 400 people strong Armenian commu-

2009, as the Turkish-Armenian Protocol as in the past. and buildings across Hong Kong still nity of Harbinin Northern Chinabuilttheir
was being signed in Zurich and it is not The Sarkisian Government was bearing his name. first Church. Most of the Armenians in
known when the ,Secret-Diplomacy” heavily criticized for the Zurich Proto- Speaking on behalf of the Arme- China left China around 1949 following

began, which led to the Zurich proto- col. But why is the Diaspora remaining nian Community of China, Mr. Henri the communist takeover of China. The
cols. If the Turkish-Armenian negotia- silent when Germany and Turkey to- Arslanian, highlighted the symbolicim- Armenian Club of Shanghai was con-
tions began after 2005 it could be angether with the Republic of Armenia are portance of this event and presented Mr.verted to private ownership by the Com-
indication that the negotiations had beencooperating on reconciliation? The goal and Mrs. Maxian with a real piece from munistsin 1949 and the Armenian Church
initiated by the German government. of the German financed "Reconciliation Ararat mountain, in appreciation of their was destroyed as part of Mao’s Cultural
Due to Germany'’s involvement in the Projects” is not to persuade Turkey to years of devotion to the community and Revolution in the late 1960s.
Genocide, Germany had an interest inrecognize the atrocities of 1915 as Geno+o celebrate their efforts in bringing the The Armenian community of China
ensuring that this theme was at last takercide but to bring about reconciliation idea of creation of Armenian Center to has been growing considerably over the
off the political Agenda. between Turkey and the Republic of life in Hong Kong. last years. It currently consists of ap-
As close ally to the Turkish gov- Armenia. If this policy succeeds, the Jack Maxian, in his inauguration proximately five hundred Armenians liv-
ernment, Germany also had establishediaspora campaign for Genocide Rec-speech highlighted, approaching theing in the country, mainly in the cities of
close contacts to the Armenian gov- ognition which began with the shots in guests: ‘I am convinced that, very soon,Hong Kong, Shenzhen, Guangzhou,
ernment. Germany had given generousSanta Barbara would be at an abrupt endwith your personal and collective camit- ~ Shanghai, Nanjing, and Beijing.
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Aack-fall
hazard
prataction wall

YARDEMIS-
MARTAKERT

Lemgih ? 2 miles

LA o —
Vardenis-Martakert Highway, strategically
linking Artsakh to Armenia from the north has
a critical importance for both countries. It is
the missing link to fully integrate Armenia‘s
and Artsakh's highway systems and connect
Artsakh to Armenia’s and subseguently, -
Europe’s railway system. The economic i~ o il
development spurred by the highway has a : i : e 30
potential to double Artsakh’s GDP by 2020. 158 . Al

The highway seriously stimulates creation of
ArmeniaFnd JiJf

Watar
dralnage

Villapes &hang 1he raad

jobs in agriculure, manufacturing, tourism
and trade.
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Since the road has to sustain
loads of up to 60 tons, concrete
footing will be put in the ground
an the slopes to make sura the
road doasn't slide.
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Water is the worst enamy of

the road as it washes out its
foundation. Drainage systems
will ba installed to pravent waler
from getting under the road.
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Call:1-800-888-8897

The highway passes through a
mourntain range. Protection
walls will be installed to prevent
damage from falling rocks.
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Guardrails prevent cars from
falling into the gorge in case the
driver loses control of the car.
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