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Armenian-Russian High-Level Talks in Yerevan
Putin Vows Stronger Russian Role in

Thanksgiving Day Telethon Raises More
than $22.6m for Vardenis-Martakert Highway

South Caucasus
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LOS ANGELES -- The annual million Euros (almost $2 million) were

YEREVAN -- President Vladimir ~that Armenian experts have properly Thanksgiving Day Armenia Fund tele- pledged by Armenians around Europe
Putin on Monday pledged to strengthencalculated the benefits and preferenceshon broadcast from Los Angeles onin a preceding Phoneathon held on 21-
Russia’s geopolitical presence in thethat Armenia will receive in case of Thjrsday has secured more than $22.624 November. The rest of the pledges
South Caucasus and insisted that Ar-oining the Customs Union. It means million in donations and pledges for the have been made by donors from Arme-
menia decided to join a Russian-ledthat this is the sovereign choice of the construction of a strategically impor- nian communities in the Middle East
union of ex-Soviet states on its own. Armenian people and Armenia’s lead- tant road connecting Armenia and and Latin America.

Making his first official visit to ~ ership.” Nagorno-Karabakh. Armenians from Armenia have
Armenia since regaining the Russian Putin thus clearly sought to deny The Hayastan All-Armenian Fund Pledged to donate more than $1.6 mil-
presidency last year, he also said Mos-2 widely held belief that Sarkisian un- will spend the money raised for the lion, yvhlle Karqbgkh Armenians will
cow will help the Armenian govern- €xpectedly decided to make his coun-construction of a 116-km Vardenis- gontrlbute $:_l million for_the_construc-
ment complete its accession talks withtry part of the union under strong Martakert highway, which is of great tion of t he highway, which is planned
the Customs Union “as soon as pos-Russian pressure. The Armenian leadesocial and economic importance for & an alternative to today’s operating
sible.” announced his foreign policy U-turn the two Armenian republics. road via the Lachin corridor.

Putin praised his Armenian coun- during a September 3 visit to Moscow. According to the official website Similar fund_ra_isers in 20;12 se-
terpart Serzh Sarkisian’s pro-RussianMany observers believe that the Krem- of the Hayastan All-Armenian Fund, cured over $21 million in donations to
strategic choice as he began his onelin exploited, among other things, more than half of the sum, $12.35 finance rural infrastructure prOject_sm
day trip in Gyumri, the country’s sec- Yerevan's heavy dependence on Rus-million, has been pledged by RussianNagorno-Karabakh and help Syria’s
ond largest city hosting a Russian mili- Sian military assistance resulting from Armenians, the second biggest amountethnic Armenian community. The bulk
tary base. the unresolved Nagorno-Karabakh con-of donations has come from the United Oof the donations then also came from

Addressing a Russian-Armenian flict. States — a total of $3 million. About 1.5 Wealthy Armenians in Russia.

forum held there, he said, “I spoke R
Armenia Edges Up In Global

with the Armenian president on our
way from the airport and it turned out . .

d P Corruption Rankings
Government corruption in Arme-

nia has slightly decreased over the pas
year but remains widespread, according
e w- 5 to an annual global survey released b

1 ui-l lfﬂ‘ d# "l Transparency International on Tuesday.
A ’ - 1 : Armenia ranked 94th of 177 coun-
e NESe - : tries and territories covered in the Berlin-
E g N Al T - based watchdog’s latest Corruption Per-
ceptions Index (CPI), up from 105th
place it occupied in last year’s survey. It
lags far behind neighboring Turkey (53rd)
and Georgia (55th) but is ahead of its
two other neighbors, Azerbaijan (127th)
and Iran (144th), in the rankings.
The nations surveyed were ratedtion Barometer, another Transparency
ona 100 point scale measuring the extentnternational survey that was released in
of good governance. Armeniareceived aJuly, 43 percent of Armenians think that
CPI score of 36, compared with 34 the scale of government corruption in
assigned to it in the 2012 survey. their country has actually increased in
The Transparency International the last two years. Only 19 percent feel
branch in Armenia has long been highly that the situation has improved, with the
The mostly young protesters wav- skeptical about repeated governmentremaining 38 percent seeing no major

Addressing hundreds of govern-

Continuedon page 4

Anti-Putin Protesters Clash with
Riot Police in Yerevan

e TRAMNSPARENCY
A INTERNATICNAL

CORRUPTION
PERGEPTIONS
INDEX 2013

YEREVAN -- Hundreds of
people, among them civil activists and ing Armenian national flags and hold- pledges to combat bribery, nepotism andchanges.

members of opposition parties, ing postersdenouncing Putin and Presi-other corrupt practices. Its leaders say The judicial system, police,
marched through the capital of Arme- dent Serzh Sarkisian marched throughthat President Serzh Sarkisian and hishealthcare and civil service were rated as
nia on Monday to denounce visiting the city center to demand that Armeniaadministration are not prepared for athe country’s most corrupt institutions,
Russian President Vladimir Putin and stay away from the union. They ig- genuinefightagainst corruption becausewith at least two-thirds of respondents
protest against plans to join a Mos- it would endanger their hold on power. saying they are seriously affected by

cow-led customs union. Continued on page 4 According to the Global Corrup- gratft.
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Armenia and European Union Issue Joint Turkish Journalist Nedim Sener Dedicates his
Declaration After Vilnius Summit Press Freedom Award to the Memory of
Hrant Dink

NEW YORK -- Nedim Sener, an
investigative journalist with Turkey’s
Posta newspaper, was honored with
Press Freedom Award, a recognition
for his work in the Turkish press
against a myriad of odds and chal-
lenges that mar the profession in the
country, Today’'s Zaman reports.

The Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists’ 2013 International Press Free-
dom Awards were presented to
Ecuador’s Janet Hinostroza, Egypt's
Bassem Youssef, Turkey’s Nedim
Sener and Vietnam’s Nguyen Van Hai
in a ceremony at New York’s Waldorf

VILNIUS -- The European Union the continued implementation of the Astoria hotel on Tuesday evening.
and the Republic of Armenia have mobility partnership and increased Sener, who is among the four

adopted a joint statement as a result ofectoral cooperation. foreign journalists that were honored the meaning of democracy as the latter
the EU Eastern Partnership summit in “Based on their common endeav- with Press Freedom Awards for their yiew democray only through the prism
Vilnius, Lithuania, in which they said our to build upon the existing frame- work in the face of severe reprisals, of pallot box and elections.

that they have completed negotiationswork of cooperation, the EU and Ar- including physical threats and impris- “For politicians,democracy
on an Association Agreement, includ- menia stress the importance of revisit-onment, dedicated his award to themeans allowing people to vote every
ing a Deep and Comprehensive Freeing the basis for their relations.” memory of Hrant Dink, a journalist foyryears. For journalists, democracy
Trade Area, but will not proceed with Armenia views the EU summitas whose killing he blames onthe Turkish js an everyday experience. And the
its initialing due to “Armenia’'s new animportant stage in the developmentintelligence service. essence of that experience is the
international commitments.” Yerevan Of its relations with the 28-nation bloc “Hrant Dink was threatened by people’s right to be informed. It is no
and Brussels have also agreed on théon a more streamlined and realistic state officials because he had exer-cpincidence that the first act of an
need “to update the EU-Armenia ENP foundations”, President Serzh Sarkisiancised his freedom of expression. He gythoritarian government is to silence
Action Plan.” said addressing the delegates to thevas murdered because state officialsihe press,” Sener said, addressing the

“The EU and Armenia enjoy close high-level event on Friday. turned a blind eye to threats againstincreasing government pressure on the
links and reconfirm their commitment In his speech the Armenian leader him and failed to protect his life,” said press.
to further develop and strengthen com-said it is in this context that Armenia Sener in the ceremony in New York. He also lamented on wide use of
prehensive cooperation in all areas offeads the final document of the summit Sener spentayearin jail awaiting self-censorship by media outlets in the
mutual interest within the Eastern Part- and the Armenia-EU Union Joint State- trial on terrorism charges following face of government pressure. He said
nership framework,” the statement pub- ment adopted in the Lithuanian capital. allegations his reporting had contrib- majority of the media outlets remained
lished by the Ministry of Foreign Af- Armenia had been on course to uted to an anti-government plot. He is jndifferent to Gezi Park protests in
fairs of Armenia reads. initial an Association Agreement with currently free on conditional release jyne, exercising self-censorship to

“Based on common values, both the EU at the current summit but in but faces up to 15 years in prison if qyoid a crisis with the government.
sides are committed to further coop- September it decided not to go aheadconvicted. “The events of Gezi Park over
eration aimed at the continuous im- preferring to join the Customs Union “Turkey is a record-breaker. the summer revealed the scope of the
provement of democratic institutions of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan.Sixty journalists are jailed there onthe press freedom crisis in my country.
and judiciary, the promotion of human Despite the apparent U-turn the Arme- accusation of being terrorists — that’s Thirty journalists were hurt, many were
rights and rule of law, good gover- Nian government has reaffirmed its more thananywhere else in the world,” getained, and dozens were fired from
nance, the fight against corruption, thecommitment to continuing political Sener said. “Most recently, several thejr jobs because of their Gezi cover-
strengthening the civil society, the fur- cooperation with the EU to the extent colleagues received life terms after aage. But perhaps the gravest problem
ther improvement of the framework that does not hamper its membershiptrial that shocked the Turkish press \yas that many media outlets did not

for enhanced trade and investments,n the Russian-led trade bloc. corps. | feel compelled to speak for cover Gezi. Even though dramatic
them now. Don’t b.e indifferent to their Clashes were tak|ng p|ace r|ght Outside
Iraq and Armenia Developing fate! Demand their release!” their windows, many newsrooms
. . He said there is a disagreementcnose to self-censor for fear of official
Bilateral Relations between journalists and politicians over repercussions.”

YEREVAN --Irag’s Foreign Min-  est, particularly Iraq’s efforts to estab- . . .
ister Hoshyar Zebari has arrived in Ar- lish sl:ability anzi/reirﬂ‘orce security inthe New NaVlgatlon Map of Armenia Released
menia at the invitation of Armenian For- country, the efforts of Armenia and the
eign Minister Edward Nalbandian. The international community toward the peace- NAVITEL announced
Foreign Ministers of the two countries ful settlement of the Karabakh conflict. the release of the navig
held talks in Yerevan on Tuesday andThe parties also touched upon the intention map of Armenia, whic
summed up the results of the meeting asification of cultural ties, cooperation in includes 985 cities, tow
a joint press conference. the fields of education and science. and settlements and sho
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Armenian Foreign Minister Edward Speaking about the meeting of the contours and locations (I gt iy .
Nalbandian said the bilateral relations Armenian and Azerbaijani Presidents in buildings. For Yerevan, thjiss 3T » =
have been actively developing over theVienna, Edward Nalbandian said it was capital of Armenia, the ma(iis (% =13 -

past years. He specially emphasized théconstructive.” The Minister informed ensures full coverage {

opening of the Embassies in Baghdadthat he will meet his Azerbaijani counter- road network and contair|fes = ,
and Yerevan, the two sittings of the parton the sidelines of the OSCE Minis-a complete database 1Zm ““'Fir%
Inter-Governmental Commission, as well terial in Kiev. 25,200 addresses availal ‘?"9\
as the frequent reciprocal visits. “We’'ll try to enhance the negotia- for address searclt

An agreement was signed todaytion process,” the Minister said, adding ciol.com reports. of Fine Arts of the country and one of
between the Foreign Ministries of the thatthe political will of the partiesis very The map represents 22,878 kmthe largest museums within the Com-
two countries on the conduct of consul-important here. of road graph, and a wide variety of monwealth of Independent States.
tations, which will allow the two coun- “Armenia has stated on many oc- 4,266 POIs will be at hand for search The map of Armenia includes

tries to coordinate the approaches of thecasions that it supports the peacefulof objects, which might be necessaryresidential and industrial objects and

two countries within the framework of settlement of the Karabakh conflict on while moving along the route. The data sites of cities, towns and settlements,

different international organizations, the basis of the proposals made in thes represented in Armenian, English highly detailed road network, includ-

Minister Nalbandian said, adding that statements of the Presidents ofthe OSCEnd Russian. ing streets and roads and taking into

“our approaches onregional and interna-Minsk Group co-chairing countries. It The map additionally includes a account traffic directions, inter-

tional issues are very similar.” will be possible to move the negotiations 3D-model of the National Gallery of changes and other important informa-
During the meeting Ministers forward and get closer to the resolution Armenia, which is the central Museum tion.

Nalbandian and Zebari exchanged viewsof the issue if Azerbaijan demonstrates
on a number of issues of bilateral inter-the same approach,” the Minister said. _
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80th Anniversary of Farnz Werfel’s Armenian Assembly of America to display
“The Forty Days of Musa Dagh” the ""Armenian Orphan Sister Rug"
First Publishing Celebrated in Vienna in Boston

Washington, D.C. - The Arme-
nian Assembly of America (Assembly)
will display the "Armenian Orphan Sis-
ter Rug" atthe Assembly's annual holi-
day reception and briefing in Boston,
Massachusetts later this week. Dr. H.
Martin Deranian, author of "President
Calvin Coolidge and the Armenian Or-
phan Rug" will be the special guest,
where he will talk about the Ghazir
rug, also known as the Armenian Or-
phan Rug, the Sister Rug and the unique
history surrounding their fate. In addi-
tion, the Assembly is delighted to fea- £
ture remarks by Shant Mardirossian,| i
Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the Near East Foundation.

A part of Dr. Martin Deranian's
private collection, the Armenian Or-
phan Sister Rug was woven by the

VIENNA — On the occasion of intellectuals.Ambassador Extraordinary same orphans at the Ghazir orphanageDr. H. Martin Deranian holding the Ar-
80th anniversary of the first publishing and Plenipotentiary of Armeniain Aus- According to Dr. Deranian, the carpet menian Orphan Sister Rug, Worcester
of the famous novel by the Austrian tria Mr. Arman Kirakosyan made a dates from the 1920s and is 3' 5" x 5'Evening Gazette, April 24, 1985
writer Franz Werfel “The Forty Days welcome speech. 8". At one end, the carpet is woven
of Musa Dagh”, a cultural ceremony During the event director of the with beautiful lettering that reads "To Washington, D.C. was planning a De-
was organized in Vienna, by the joint AGMI, Dr. Hayk Demoyan presented Mrs. D.W. Williams, an expression of cember exhibition of this historic trea-
efforts of the Armenian embassy in the photographs of the exhibits from appreciation Near East Orphanagesure symbolizing the proud chapter in
Austria, the Armenian Genocide Mu- Armenian Genocide Museum collec- Ghazir, Syria." America's history. The White House
seum Institute, and the community of tion, related to the heroic Resistance of ~ "The Ghazir Rug was presented toissued a statement saying that, "The
the Armenian Apostolic Church in Musa Dagh. President Coolidge and to the AmericanGhazir rug is a reminder of the close
Austria, the Austrian radio, the Aus- The event was followed by a people as an expression of love andrelationship between the peoples of
trian Literature Society and “Franz concert. Specially for the occasion the goodwill for America's compassionate Armenia and the United States. We
Werfel” committee also participated in original manuscript of Franz Werfel's and selfless role in preserving the lives offegret that it is not possible to loan it
the organization. famous novel “The Forty days of Musa tens of thousands or orphans of theout at this time."

The event was attended by rep- Dagh”, was brought from the Austrian Armenian Genocide through the sup- In 1925, Dr. John H. Finley,
resentatives of the Armenian commu- National Library, and was presented to port of Near East Relief," Dr. Deranian editor-in-chief of the New York Times
nity in Austria, and Austrian the audience. told the Assembly. "The rug is also a and vice-chairman of the congression-
memorial to the orphan-weavers who ally chartered Near East Relief organiza-
wove into its warp and weft a perma- tion (today called the Near East Founda-

nent remembrance of Armenia's dark-tion) presented a rug made by orphans of

Franz Werfel, Die vieveig Tapge des
Musa
Elgenhindiges Manuskript, Breitensiein v
Santa Margherita (Ligurien), 1932-15753
Wien. (NI, Cod. Ser. n. B0653
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Armenian Bar Association Hosts Mock

Interview and Resume Review Workshop est years, 1915-1923. It is my hopethe Armenian Genocide to then Presi-
that the rug will be placed on public dent Calvin Coolidge. The rug was made
view," stated Deranian. in appreciation of America's generosity

LOS ANGELES -- on November sion. The more successful our next
23, 2013 the Armenian Bar Associa- generation is the more pride they will
tion hosted its First Mock Interview bring to both our profession and our

As the Assemb|y previous|y re- in aldlng the survivors of the first geno-
ported, the Smithsonian Institution in cide of the 20th Century.

and Resume Review Workshop atcommunity,”stated Hovanes Margarian. . o e
Loyola Law School. The event was "We live in an environment where the USC Hires Steve Sarkisian as New
organized in collaboration with the employer is looking to its employees to Football Coach

Loyola Armenian Law School Stu- increase its bottom line. Prospective

dents’ Association (ALSA), the Loyola applicants must demonstrate to the law LOS ANGELES -- Steve Sarkisian
Law School and all local ALSAs. It firm of their choice that they possesswas named the coach at USC on Mon
was the sequel to the Armenian Barboth the legal skills and the drive to help day, leaving Washington to return to
Association’s Informational and Net- grow the firm’s reputation and rev- the Trojans’ program.

working Event held annually at the enues," stated Garo Kamarian. Sarkisian, 39, a native of Tor-
Southwestern Law School. This event will be followed by rance, Calif., who played at El Camino

I 4

The program consisted of pre- the Armenian Bar Association’s 3rd Junior College, was an assistant af B \’.‘
sentations by a panel of attorneys fromAnnual Networking and Information USC for seven seasons (2001 to 200 o
various fields of legal practice. Among Event for Law Students at Southwest-and 2005 to 2008). He also played Hl-"j’.‘.- LIES
the panelists were Armenian Bar Mem- ern Law School on February 1, 2014, baseball at USC before transferring. ya !

bers Robert Baronian, Garo Kamarian, The program will consist of presenta- Sarkisian in 2009 took over a -
Tigran Palyan, Armen Sefyan, Board tions by the Honorable Judge JacquelineVashington program that went 0-12
of Governors Member Saro Kerkonian Chooljian, the Honorable Judge Amy the previous season, and he returnedVe kept coming back to Sark. He is the
and Executive Board Member HovanesHoogasian, and attorneys Anya Artan, the Huskies to respectability. He led only one who was offered the job. |
Margarian. Following the panel pre- Patrick Baghdaserians, Robert Washington to a 34-29 record (24-21 believe in my gut that he is the right
sentations students participated inBaronian, Milene Chraghchian, Ellin Pac-12) in five seasons. coach for USC at this time."
mock interviews conducted by the Davtyan, Alice Yardum Hunter, Garo "I am extremely excited to be "He embodies many of the quali-
panelists and were critiqued and givenKamarian, Saro Kerkonian, Hovanes coming home to USC and for the ties for which we looked," Haden said.
further advice as to how to presentMargarian, Aram Ordubegian, Sarkis opportunity that USC presents to win "He is an innovative coach who re-
themselves as job candidates. The pro©QOurfalian, Tigran Palyan and John championships,” he said in a state-cruits well and develops players. He is
gram ended with a networking lunch Tehranian. Following the presentations ment. "l can't wait to get started.” a proven and successful leader. He
to allow students to continue interact- students will have an opportunity to "We are delighted to welcome connects with people. He has energy
ing with the panelists. speed network with the panelists andSteve Sarkisian back to the Trojan and passion. He knows how to build a
“Law school students need a develop mentorship and internship Family," USC athletic director Pat program and create a culture that we
thorough understanding of what an contacts. Admission will be compli- Haden said in a statement. "We con-value. He is committed to academic
employer seeks when hiring an associ-mentary for all. ducted a very exhaustive and thoroughsuccess and rules compliance. And he
ate attorney. Mere knowledge of the The Armenian Bar Association search, pinpointing about 20 candi- understands the heritage and tradition
law is not sufficient in the current encourages all of its attorney membersdates and interviewing five of them. of USC."
highly competitive market. It is our to attend this event and become a
goal to give these students the extraresource for the future generation of aged to become more involved with ruary 1, 2014 event please contact
edge they need to obtain the best jobsattorneys. All attorney members and the association through volunteering. Hovanes Margarian
available and grow within our profes- law school students are also encour-For further information about the Feb- (hovanes@margarianlaw.com).
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AMAA Annual Meeting Banquet and Concert

WALTHAM -- The 94th Annual
Meeting Banquet and Concert of the Belmont, MA.

Cross Armenian Catholic Church,

Armenian Missionary Association of AMAA President Dr. Joseph
America (AMAA) was held at the Zeronian thanked the guests for their
Westin Waltham-Boston Hotel, presence and support. He highlighted
Waltham, MA on Saturday October the major achievements of the AMAA
12, 2013. during the year, which included the
Over 165 guests attended theconstruction ofthe Bilezikian Elemen-
dinner and concert which featured tary and Avedisian Middle and High
Grace Kelly, a renowned saxophonist, Schoolsin Yerevan, Armenia, the open-
singer, composer and lyricist. ing of Shogh Day Centers in Yerevan

Massis Weekly

December 7, 2013

Filian recognized Lucienne Aynilian director and as the AMAA representa-
and Anita Buchakjian for their many tive since 2011 .

years of dedicated service to the AMAA The Dinner was followed with a
as Co-Chairs of the Banquet Coordi- musical program featuring Grace Kelly
nating and Public Affairs Committees; and her band. Grace mesmerized the
Tigran Melkonian (USA) and Christine audience with her vocal and musical
Simonyan (Armenia) for their 10 years talents offering a selection of Jazz
of faithful service tothe AMAA’s Child  pieces such as Bye Bye Black Bird and
Sponsorship Program; Lusine Ohanian,Summer Time with her improvisa-
Coordinator of External Relations of tions, her own vocal and sax composi-
the AMAA-Armenia, for her dedicated tions, and Gospel Music featuring her
service to the Association; Louisa version of Amazing Grace.
Janbazian, currently Associate Editor Please consider supporting "Our
of the AMAA News and Coordinator Precious Children" by making a gift to
of the Armenian version of “Our Daily the AMAA’s General Fund. Your gift
Bread” (Zhatz Mer Hanabazort) which will help the AMAA continue to sup-
has been published since 1991, for heport various programs for our chil-
dedication and service to the AMAA dren, as well as all of our Humanitarian
since the early eighties which included programs throughout the world.

the computerization of the AMAA We take this opportunity to thank
News in the mid-1990s; and Harout all who made this event a success - our
Nercessian, AMAA's Representative Paramus Staff, the Missions Commit-
in Armenia, who has served the AMAA tee of the Armenian Memorial Church,
in various capacities for the past 17as well as our Patrons, Sponsors,
years, such as heading the ChristianDonors and Friends. May God con-
Education department, as operationstinue to bless you and your loved ones.

Armenian-Russian High-Level Talks in Yerevan

The theme of the evening was and Vanadzor, and the strong and un-

Our Mission in Motion - Celebrating precedented financial status of the
our Precious Children. Ken Kevorkian, AMAA.

AMAA Board Member and Co-Chair A video presentation was shown
of the Development Committee, wel- about the Precious Children of Arme-
comed the guests and thanked all whonia and how the AMAA with its sup-
participated in the success of the eventporters makes a significant change in
A group from the Watertown, MA the physical, social and spiritual needs
Armenian Memorial Church Choir, of these children.

under the leadership of Choir Director AMAA Board Member Anita
June Baboyan, sang the American andBuchakjian introduced the Our Mis-
Armenian National Anthems with the sion in Motion Brochure, highlighting
participation from the attendees. Rev.the major construction projects and
Avedis Boynerian, Pastor of the the AMAA’'s day to day operation
Church, offered the Prayer of Invoca- projects in 24 countries around the
tion. world.

Master of Ceremonies Carol Levon Filian, Executive Director
Ishkhanian welcomed the guests andofthe AMAA, in recognition of Arme-
introduced the program’s participants. nian cultural month, recited a poem
The AMAA was honored by the pres- "The Great," by famous Armenian poet
ence of Rev. Father Vasken Kouzouian,Rafael Badganian. Mr. Filian dedi-
Holy Trinity Armenian Orthodox cated the poem to our brothers and
Church, Cambridge, MA, Rev. Father sisters in Syria and challenged each
Antranig Baljian and his wife Arpineh, and every one to make a difference by
St. Stephen’s Armenian Orthodox praying and making a donation to help
Church, Watertown, MA, and Very our community in Syria.

Rev. Father Raphael Andonian, Holy On this festive occasion, Mr.

Anti-Putin Protesters Clash with Riot Police

Continued frompage 1 were detained on the spot.
The detentions reportedly contin-
nored police warnings that the rally ued in the following hours. Organizers

was not sanctioned by the municipal of the protest spoke of dozens of their
authorities. comrades being taken to police stations
The crowd chanted “Free, inde- Among them were Levon Barseghian, a
pendent Armenia,” “Putin, go home,” veteran civic activist, Davit Sanasarian,
“Serzhik, go away” as it made its way a senior Zharangutyun figure, as well as
to the Prime Minister's Office in two journalists.
Yerevan's Republic Square. Scores of A police statement issued later in
riot police blocked the protesters’ way the day put the total number of detain-
moments later, after the latter tried to ees at 110. It accused them of defying
march towards the presidential palace“police orders defined by the law.” It
located more than a kilometer away. was notimmediately clear if any of the
Atleast 110 people were detained activists risked criminal charges.
after clashes with riot police. The police statement defended
Security forces made first ar- the overall use of force, saying that the
rests after some of the activists appar-protesters disrupted traffic and en-
ently tried to break through a police gaged in other “manifestations of ille-
cordon set up on a major street ingal conduct.”
downtown Yerevan. The demonstra- Leaders of the protest denied any
tors, among them several leading mem-wrongdoing and demanded the imme-
bers of the opposition Zharangutyun diate release of all detainees. “The
(Heritage) party, then turned back andauthorities continue to resort to abuses
rushed to another street only to beagainst their citizens,” charged Artur
again blocked by rows of lightly Sakunts, a prominent human rights
equipped riot police. More of them campaigner.

Continued frompage 1 sia has never had an intention to with-

draw from here,” Putin declared in

ments officials representing various Gyumri. “On the contrary, we are
Russian and Armenian regions, Putinplanning to reinforce our positions in
insisted that membership in the Rus- Transcaucasus, based on all the good
sian-led trade bloc will boost Armenia’s things that we inherited from our an-
“economic potential.” He said its cur- cestors. Based on good relations with
rent member states -- Russia, Belarusall regional states, including Armenia.”
and Kazakhstan -- are already reaping ~ The two presidents meeting
“tangible benefits” in the form of in- agenda in Yereavan included contin-
creased mutual trade and investmentsued development of the two countries’
Sarkisian, for his part, spoke of strategic partnership, trade and eco-
“colossal work” done by his adminis- nomic relations and humanitarian co-

tration towards Customs Union mem- operation, the outlook for Armenia’s

bership since September 3. Putin ac-accession to the Customs Union and

knowledged these efforts at a joint Common Economic Space.

news conference held by the two men A number of documents were

in Yerevan later in the day. signed between the parties. In particu-
“The Armenian sideis acting very lar, Russia and Armenia signed an

energetically and demonstrating a highintergovernmental agreement to can-

level of professionalism, which is celexportduties for supplies of natural

frankly putting us in a somewhat diffi- gas, oil products and diamonds.

cult situation. We are struggling to An intergovernmental agreement

keep up with our Armenian partners,” On cooperation in nuclear safety, a plan
the Russian president said, makingofaction foreconomic collaborationand

Sarkisian grin. other deals were also signed following
Asked just when Yerevan will talks between the two presidents. The
complete the accession talks, Putinresults of the talks were summed up at a
said, “I don’t want to speak of con- joint press conference.
crete time frames because that de- The two Presidents hailed the
pends not only on Russia but also ourpositive changes in the attitude of the
partners, Kazakhstan and Belarus. ButEU and the United States towards
Russia will do everything in its power Iran’s nuclear programs. Armenian
to ensure that Armenia’s accession topresident Sarkisian noted that thou-

the customs union occurs as soon asands of Iranian tourists visit our coun-
possible.” try annually and added that “we’ll only

Underlining the crucial security benefit from the normalization of rela-
component of the Russian-Armenian tions. o _ o
relationship, Putin also visited the Vladimir Putin said, in turn, that
Gyumri headquarters of the RussianRussia welcomes the nuclear deal on
military base. Over the past year, Mos- Iran. “This complex issue should be
cow has reinforced it with new weap- solved onthe basis of international law
onry, reportedly including tactical bal- and norms with Iran being granted the
listic missiles. It is also due to deploy right to develop peaceful nuclear en-
18 combat helicopters in Armenia in ergy, of course, on condition that the
the coming weeks or months. security of all countries of the region

“As regards Transcaucasus, Rus-Will be guaranteed.
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