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‘Roadmap’ to Armenia’s Accession to the Parliament Ratifies Russian-Armenian
Customs Union Approved Gas Deal Amid Opposition Boycott

President Serzh Sarkissian takes partin signing of “roadmap” agreement Pro-government lawmakers vote by hand to Ratify RussiAmmenian Gas Deal

MOSCOW -- The presidents of led trade bloc. Some of them have im- YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- The pro- menia Party (BHK) walked out of the
Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan ap-plied that Moscow has promised to turn government majority in the Armenian main parliament auditorium in protest.
proved on Tuesday a “roadmap” to ablind eye to what would be a breach ofparliament ratified on Monday a highly The pro-government lawmakers
Armenia’s accession to their Customsthe union’s common trade rules. controversial gas agreement with Rus-decided to vote by hand, instead of using
Union which a senior Russian official Nazarbayev clearly feels more sia in a vote which was denounced asthe customary electronic voting system,
said should be completed by next May. strongly about Azerbaijan’s territorial invalid by Armenia’s leading opposi- after it emerged that some of them had

Speaking at the Supreme Eurasianintegrity. As recently as on August 16, tion forces and sparked fresh streettheir plastic magnetic cards taken away
Economic Council summit held in Mos- he backed a Karabakh settlementprotests. by one of their outspoken opposition
cow, Kazakh President Nursultan “within Azerbaijan’s internationally rec- The deal, which critics consider colleagues, Zaruhi Postanjian of the
Nazarbayev at the same time expressedgnized borders” in a joint declaration a serious blow to Armenia’s sover- Zharangutyun (Heritage).
reservations about Armenian member-adopted at a summit of Turkic-speak- eignty, was backed by 77 members of The parliament minority leaders
ship related to the unresolved Nagorno-ing states in Azerbaijan. the 131-seat National Assembly mainly seized upon this fact to declare the
Karabakh conflict. The Kazakh leader did not clarify representing President Serzhvote nulland void. In ajoint statement,

“The question of the Custom whether putting customs checkpoints Sarkisian’s Republican Party of Arme- they cited the National Assembly’s
Union’s border, where it will pass in on Armenianroads leading to Karabakhnia (HHK). Just before the vote depu- statutes stipulating that if the elec-
Armenia, remains open. Therefore, weis a necessary condition for Armenian ties from the three opposition parties tronic system is not used votes should

will sign the roadmap with the col- entry into the Customs Union. represented in the assembly as well as

leagues but with a special opinion that The heads of the union’s three the opposition-leaning Prosperous Ar- Continued on page 4
will be reported [to the Armenian side],” member states were joined by Presi

Nazarbayev said. dent Serzh Sarkisian, his Kyrgyz coun- Armenia to Deepen Military Ties With U.S.

Nazarbayev referred to Armenia’s terpart Almazbek Atambayev and
border with the Nagorno-Karabakh Re- Ukraine’s Prime Minister Mykola
public and the absence of any ArmenianAzarov at a separate session held late
customs posts there. Armenian leadersn the day. Putin did not comment on
have assured the domestic public thatthe sensitive Karabakh issue as he
they will not tax goods coming from b . . -
Karabakh even after joining the Russian- Continued on page 3

PACE Vice-President Condemns
ECHR’s Verdict on Peringek’s Case

PARIS -- French parliamentar-
ian, PACE Vice-President, Chairman
of the Armenia-France friendship
group Rene Rouquet expressed his
concerns over the verdict of the Euro- §
pean Court of Human Rights (ECHR) P
on Dodu Perincek’s case. Reneljy
Rouquet stated that this verdict is ajf
blow to all those people, who are s
working for the restoration of the just
memory of the Armenian people.

The PACE Vice-Presidentraised
a number of questions. First of all he
emphasized that Switzerland can ap

YEREVAN — Armenia will anothereconomic bloc does notinhibit
deepen its military ties with the United Armenia. On the contrary, our defense
States despite planning to join new cooperation with the United States will
Russian-led alliances of former Soviet develop and deepen further.”
republics, First Deputy Defense Min- Tonoyan argued that that coop-
ister Davit Tonoyan said on Thursday eration is regarded by the Armenian
peal the verdict within three months in after two-day U.S.-Armenian “defense leadership as “one of the important
the Grand Chamber of the European consultations.” factors” of national security. He in-
Court of Human Rights. Among other fundamental freedoms in accordance “Our president, defense minister sisted that Russia, which has a close
things Rene Rouquet underscored: “Inwith the article 44 of the European and foreign minister have repeatedly military alliance with Armenia, does
this respect the verdict is not final and Convention on Human Rights.” stated that there are no obstacles, naot object to it.
the Grand Chamber can fulfill its func- changes in our military and security
tion of protecting the human rights and Continuedonpage4 cooperation,” he said. “Joining one or Continued on page 4

PACE Vice-President Rene Rouquet
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Turkey Again Named World’s Leading Armenian, Turkish and Kurdish
Jailer of Journalists Organizations Participate in Peace and
Democracy Conference in Hamburg
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HAMBURG -- On December 19,

.|I. 2ali voices indepeasdent pmr.ﬂ.,,iun.h P Ofgani J' 'r|l:l:-rllll"-" 2013, Armenian Council of Europe
. "‘“—“““'“' foruim : ACE) representative Mr. Toros Sarian, -
rat h"'l dhldll‘"nt . 1 “:tlltrj[]:]l,lllli:‘ll]{, 1']'[]:3]“_ F'Uh I 1C |(oartic)ipait)ed in a peace and democrac ANDESVEREES
e e - m news conference in Hamburg, Germany
0 | Irl I a 1 S "[l'-..(_'} ailiagic Tl‘ll'[h along with several Turkish and Kurdish
o - E organizations and parties, including;
H-III‘T!{I'IPLII:‘"“JERT""{:"I I I l I StSﬂC]DT}' DIDIF (Federation of Democratic
= s ] . .

credibility Worker Societies), the ATIF (Federa-

J (]u rndl | () t L.,jl reliable C]_tlz ens tion of Workers from Turkey in Eu-
ignidicemce rope), Yekkom (Kurdish Workers Or-
lecinnce FACTS advertisers  obdigation I|| i o - .
just_veriflcation Wi il i.ll":-'i..l|]']I]1L ganlzatl_on),. ODP (P_arty for Freedom Toros Sarian
T e :,: ficis i and Solidarity Party in Turkey), KKP addressing to the conference
(Communist Party of Kurdistan),

NEW YORK -- Turkey has been Turkish officials over the issue in Sep- ADHK (Confederation of Democratic In his address to the conference,
named the world’s number one jailer of tember and was informed by the JusticePeople’s Organizations in Europe), Mr. Toros Sarian congratulated the
journalists for the second consecutiveMinistry that there were 54 journalists Hevkar Kurdistan Workers' Associa- conference organizers and expressed
year, followed closely by Iranand China, jailed on different charges. The CPJtion in Hamburg, and Alevi organiza- the Armenian Council of Europe’s grati-
a U.S.-based watchdog said Dec. 18. found, however, that out of 54 jailed tions. tude and support of every initiative and

The number of journalists behind journalists, 40 of them were jailed for The participants agreed on the effort for the establishment of peace
bars in Turkey is 40; down from the 61 their work, and further concluded that common efforts and to continue orga- and democracy. He outlined the im-
recorded in October 2012, and less tharthere was not sufficient information to nizing conferences and seminarsportance of the implementation of hu-
the 49 on Dec. 1, 2012, according to thedetermine that the imprisonments in thethroughout Europe. man and minority rights in Turkey.
New York-based Committee to Protect other 14 cases were work-related and

Journalists (CPJ), reports the Hurriyet continued its investigation over these Construction of Vardenis-Martakert
Daily News. cases.

The number of journalists killed Together, Turkey, Iran and China nghway to Start in January 2014
and imprisoned fell in 2013 but despite accounted for more than half of the 211

this decrease it was still the secondjournalists imprisoned around the world A"
worst year on record for reporters in in 2013, making it the second worst year
prison, and Turkey still had the world since records began in 1990, Agence
record in number of jailed journalists, France-Presse reported. In 2012, therg
holding more in custody than Iran, China, were 232 jailed journalists.
or Eritrea. Meanwhile, so far this year, 52
“As a NATO member and a re- journalists have been killed around the
gional leader, Turkey should not belong world as a direct result of their work,
in the list of top press jailers. But from down from 73 last year, the CPJ said.
the failure to reform its legislation in a Syria, due to its civil war which
meaningful way to the crackdown on its has killed more than 126,000 people and
journalists in the aftermath of the Gezi created 2.4 million refugees, was the
Park protests, Turkey has grown in- deadliest country for journalists for a
creasingly repressive despite the modessecond year running.
decline in the number of media workers CPJ said 21 reporters were killed
behind bars,” said the CPJ in a statemenin Syria, six in Egypt, five in Pakistan,
on its website. four in Somalia, three in Brazil and an-
“Jailing journalists for their work other three in Irag. In Mali and Russia,
is the hallmark of an intolerant, repres- two were killed.
sive society,” said CPJ executive direc- One journalist was killed each in
tor Joel Simon. Turkey, Bangladesh, Colombia, Philip-
The CPJ said it had contacted pines, India and Libya.

Hayastan-All Armenian Fund has direct road link, the highway will be-
signed contracts for procurement of come a second lifeline between north-
Lebanese Expert: South Caucasus Countries Vardenis—Martakertroad construction ern Armenia and northern Artsakh,

. . with firms having won the tender car- significantly cutting down travel times,
Should Strengthen Reglonal COOPCI‘atIOH ried out on December 9 and 10. boosting the economies of scores of

. According to the contracts, firms Artsakh communities along its path,
Instead of Relylng on Superpowers undertaking the construction projects, stimulating inter-community ties, and

YEREVAN (Arka.am). Abdel sources and important geopolitical loca- Will start the road earthwork and engi- vastly improving geographic access
Halim Fadlullah, director of Lebanon’s tion. He also said that both regions areneering works /first stage/ in January for implementing local development
Institute of Strategic Studies, thinks stages for collision of superpowers' 2014. initiatives.

South Caucasus countries should tryambitions to establish dominance here. Contracts specify the same time Currently the only land-travel link
to strengthen regional cooperation in- «Cooperation in both regions has period forimplementation of the works between Artsakh and Armenia is the
stead of Seeking Support from the a|WayS been based on short-term in-On the road with a total Iength of about Berdzor Community, through which
biggest international players. terests, and few countries had beenl16km, Press Service of the Hayastanpasses the Goris-Stepanakert Highway.

“Arab region’s experience proves involved in it. This led to conflicts and Fund reports. The Vardenis-Martakert Highway
that development can’t be ensured in-separation. An additional destabilizing The Vardenis-MartakertHighway will bring economic benefits to com-
dividually by outside support,” he is factor is the importance of the regions Will be of key economic and humani- munities located within up to 20 kilo-
quoted by Novosti-Armenia as saying in terms of energy security and transit tarian importance. By functioning as a meters on either side of the route.
today at an international conferenceof energy resources to the West and

focused on security and cooperation ininternational markets.» . .
the South Caucasus region. “Relations Abdel Halim Fadlull stressed that Mother See of HOly Etchmiadzin Donates

with the West should be based onsome influential countries are present  §1()() Thousand to Syrian Armenian Schools

collective interests, not on individual on the international arena now, but

concessions and sacrifices which havethere are no regional unions and non- The situation in Syria and the hard condition of Syrian Armenians remain in

adverse impacts on South Caucasus.'governmental players. the focus of attention of His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and
The expert pointed out some simi- «If our countries want to partici- Catholicos of All Armenians, and the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin.

larities between the South Caucasus angbate in world developments, they The Dioceses of the Armenian Apostolic Church permanently provide

the Middle East, particularly the lack of should take the road of regional soli- assistance to Syrian Armenians through the Mother See.

a stable regional system for settling con-darity, and this needs a regional sys- On the occasion of Christmas, the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin has

flicts ensuring security and mobilizing tem with common rules of coopera- transferred $100 thousand to the Armenian Diocese in Damascus in aid to

resources, rich natural and human re-tion,» he added. Armenian schools in Syria.
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Distinguished Scholars Speak on Aram Khachaturian’s Legacy Digitized

Survivor Meaning

YEREVAN (ArmRadio.am) --
Aram Khachaturian’'s legacy has been
digitized thanks to joint efforts of VivaCEll
MTS, the Armenian Ministry of Culture, [
the Public Radio of Armenia and the fESE——
“Prolighting” Company. The collection
of 9 CDs, 1 DVD and a booklet has been
created on the basis of the records kep
in the archive of the Public Radio and the
materials provided by Aram Khachatiruan
House-Museum.

The Public Radio of Armenia in
cooperation with the Ministry of Culture loving community,” he said.
has been digitizing the records of the “Time moves forward... technolo-
“Golden Fund” since 2009. As a result, gies develop, suggesting new solutions
65 CDsincluding invaluable cultural val- to the new generations, while the endur-
ues have been created. ing values continue to shine irrespective

Speaking to reporters today, Ex- of times. Aram Khachaturian’s legacy is
ecutive Director of Public Radio of Ar- one one of those values. We are proud
menia Armen Amiryan stressed the im-to have contributed to this initiative,”
portance of this cooperation. VivaCell MTS Director General Ralph

“These records are the product of Yirikian said.
our everyday work. When the Ministry The events dedicated to Aram
By Taleen Babayan rian, Robert Jay Lifton, who has written of Culture shows interest and when theKhachaturian’s 110th birthday were

over 20 books on trauma, survival and other organizations combine efforts, theyamong the most significant cultural

A symposium on survivor mean- violence, defined a survivor as someonebecome the property of the whole art- events in 2013.
ing, which featured reputable leaders inwho has in some way encountered deaths

S ——— s E‘
e T
.1-_ '

Professor Peter Balakian recounting the story of his grandmother Nafina’'s
escape during the Armenian Genocide

the field of study, including Peter witnessed it, and at the same time re- “Armenophobia in Azerbaiian” Book
Balakian, Jay Lifton and Marianne Hirsch, mained alive. .

was held at Columbia University on “There’s a triumph in surviving Presented in Yerevan

Wednesday evening, December 4, in arbecause one stays alive,” said Lifton, YEREVAN - The

event hosted by the Armenian Center atDistinguished Professor Emeritus at«aArmenophobia in Azerbaijan” book

Columbia University. CUNY/Graduate Center and John Jaypy Head of the “Initiative for Preven-

Titled “Survivor Meaning: After College for Criminal Justice. “It's nec- tjon of Xenophobia” NGO Armine
the Armenian Genocide, the Holocaust, essary to give meaning to that catastro-pdibekyan and PhD in Political Sci-
and Hiroshima,” the panel delved into the phe if one is to find meaning in the rest ence Anzhela Elibegova was presented
aftermath of the survivors of these hu- of one’s life.” to the public in Yerevan. In the course
man catastrophes as they searched for He said survivors of the bombing of five years the authors have studied
an understanding of their tragic experi- in Hiroshima, Japan after World War Il the Azerbaijani websites, the children’s
ences. experienced a lifetime of “death haunted gng educational literature. The book

Acclaimed poet and prize winning imagery” from the encounter itselfto the h55 peen released with the support o
author, Balakian was introduced by effects of the tragedy that carried over tothe Department of Public Relations
Marianne Hirsch, the William Peterfield the next generation. and Mass Media of the Office to the
Trent Professor of English and Com- “From survivor meaning comes a president of the Republic of Armenia. co-author of the book Armine
parative Literature at Columbia Univer- survivor mission which one carries out The authors try to prove that Adibekyan said.
sity, who served as the moderator of thein order to assert that meaning,” saidgggoner or later peace between the two The Azerbaijani propaganda often
panel and who has written several im-Lifton, who concluded his presentation pegples will be established. “We think asserts there are 30 thousand Armenians
portant books on trauma and memoryby returning to Nefina's story. “There jt's unacceptable that pieces of living in Azerbaijan today, whose rights
and the Holocaust. was a heroic struggle by this woman chijldren’s and educational literature are not violated. However, one of the

~ Balakian presented a personal andwho sought to oppose the forces of present Armenians as monsters, of-chapters of the book titled “Armenians in
inherited familial narrative, which was destructionin her life. | don’tthink there fend Armenians, thus shaping an atti- Baku” provides facts to refute this,

the case of his grandmother Nafina, acould be a better moral principle in tyde among the children. Even if a AnzhelaElibegova said.

survivor of the Armenian Genocide as awhich to base our world.” peace treaty is signed by miracle, we'll The English edition of the book
way of engaging conversation in survi- Following Balakian'sand Lifton's - face a society filled with deep hatred,” is expected to be released next year.
vor experience.” presentations, Hirsch posed follow up

Aresident of Diyarbekir during the questions, including why Nafina “chose

(9 b 2 <
time of the Armenian Genocide, her a legal claim, not to seek repair but to Roadmap to Armenia’s Accession

family’'s homes and properties were voice the wrong and to commemorate Continued from page 1 Dozens of Armenian economic
looted and confiscated and she wasthe dead.” laws and regulations are due to be
witness to the massacre of her family "It's a stay against being expunged spoke at that meeting. He praised in-amended and brought into conformity

and community. Nafina survived aforced or annihilated,” said Balakian, who re- stead “the high degree of preparednessvith the union’s legislation as a result.
march, in which everyone in her family marked that nothing came of the claim of our Armenian partners for the adop- This process should be complete in

was killed. and that the document remained in ation of obligations within the frame- time for the trade bloc’s transforma-
Having arrivedin Aleppointhe Fall dresser drawer for 60 years until hework of our integration project.” tioninto a Eurasian Economic Union of
of 1915, she began to compile affidavits himself found it. “In cases of mass “The presidents signed the ex-Soviet states seen by Kremlin crit-

for what would be a human rights suit of killings and genocides, the survivorsendroadmap to Armenia’s accession toics as an attempt to recreate the Soviet
the Turkish government for all the lossesup taking the ethical role and family is the Customs Union and determined Union. Sarkisian plans to make Arme-
endured by her family. Balakian read his essential. This claim has a graveyardtime frames,” Russia’s First Deputy nia part of that union as well.
grandmother’s insurance claim from his dimension to it.” Prime Minister Igor Shuvalov told re- Putin announced on Tuesday that
New York Times bestselling memoir, Lifton observed that it was a series porters afterwards. “Armenia stated he, Nazarbayev and Lukashenko
Black Dog of FateHe said the claim, of bearing witness since Nafina experi- that it will be seeking to shorten those worked out “the key principles” of the
which she filed when she arrived in the enced the catastrophe and retold thdime frames.” Eurasian Union’s founding treaty and
United States, “contributed to the under-story through the means of her legal “We believe we will need half a plan to sign it by May 1, 2014. “The
standing of a survivor in the immediate claim. “What is unsuccessful in a legal year to conduct all inspections and seetreaty will then be submitted to the
aftermath of an enormous encountersense, starts legal ramifications of thehow prepared Armenia’s institutions are parliaments of our countries for ratifi-
with mass killing, rape, starvation, fam- witness, and there’s something movingfor this reorganization and receive acation so that the Eurasian Economic
ine and death.” about that. “ guarantee that they are adequate Cusbtnion can start functioningin full from
“She was witness to the truth,” Lifton noted that calamities like the toms Union institutions,” Shuvalov said. January 1, 2015,” he said.
said Balakian, who is the Donald M. and Holocaust, Hiroshima and the Armenian
Constance H. Rebar Professor of theGenocide annihilate meaning along with so difficult and poignant and painful — lively audience questions and the after-

Humanities at Colgate University and the human beings and structures. but it always goes on because that's howmath conversations went on well into
Ordjanian Visiting Professor in Arme- “As human beings, we are mean- we function mentally. We must recreate the evening in what was the conclusion
nian Studies at Columbia University.  ing hungry creatures,” said Lifton. all that we perceive.” to amemorable semester of events hosted

Scholar, psychiatrist and histo- “That’s why the struggle for meaning is The presentation was followed by by the Armenian Center at Columbia.
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AAMS Awards Ten Scholarships During its LA Galaxy to Face Armenian Champion
Annual Christmas Celebration FC Shirak in Preseason game

LOS ANGELES -- The Los An- the Galaxy said.

GLENDALE -- A joyous and fes- and Jennifer Ann Khoshafian. In addi- geles Galaxy said Monday it plans to FC Shirak is based in Gyumri, in
tive evening was had by all at the annualtion, Vartan Tashjian received the Dr. play FC Shirak, the reigning champion northwest Armenia, and the club is in
Armenian American Medical Society Norick Boghossian Memorial Scholar- in the Armenian Premier League, in asecond place through the first half of
(AAMS) Christmas Celebration and ship and Ara Rostamian was awardedpreseason game at StubHub Center othe 2013-14 Premier League season
Scholarship Awards Ceremony on the Aznive Kalenian and Garo Bardakjian Feb. 8, the Los Angeles Times reports.there.

Thursday, December 5, 2013 at theMemorial Scholarship. This would be the first meeting The Armenian club is led by
Impressions Banquet Hall in Glendale. The AAMS also welcomed its between the two clubs and the first Ivorian midfielder Serge Deble, who is

With over 250 AAMS members new 2013-2014 Board of Directors time that the Galaxy has hosted a teantied for the league lead in goals with
in attendance, everyone enjoyed awho were elected at the General As-from the Armenian Premier League, nine, the Galaxy said.
sumptuous dinner and danced untilsembly on October 23, 2013. The new
midnightto amazing musical entertain- Board Members include: Serineh V. Armenia to Deepen Military Ties With U.S.
ment. The evening also included aMelidonian, MD, President; Manuel P.
brief Continuing Medical Education Momijian, MD, Vice President; Armond Continued from page 1 Kosovo, Afghanistan, and Lebanon.
(CME) lecture on “Sports Injuries and Kotikian, DDS, MD, FACS, Secre- “These bilateral defense consul-
Prevention: Healthy Joints Matter” pre- tary; Silva Gasparian, PharmD, Trea- Tonoyan spoke at a joint news tations are an opportunity for us to talk
sented by AAMS Members and Ortho- surer; Evelyn Baghdasraian conference with Evelyn Farkas, the about how we can continue to expand
pedic Surgeons Vahan Cepkinian, MD, Barkhoudarian, MD, FAAP, Parliamen- U.S. deputy assistant secretary of de-and deepen our defense relationship,”
and Michael Abdulian, MD. tarian; Vicken Sepilian, MD, FACOG, fense for Russia and Eurasia whothe Pentagon official said. She added

Each year, the AAMS awards Membership Chair; Harry Balian, MD, headed a delegation of U.S. military that the two sides concentrated on
scholarships to Armenian American FACC, FSCAI, Advisor; Alex Jawharjian, officials during the consultations. continued U.S. assistance to an Arme-
medical and allied health care studentstcPharmD, MPH, Advisor; and Raffi Farkas held separate talks with De-nian army unit providing troops to
assistthem intheir education. During the Tachdjian, MD, MPH, Advisor. fense Minister Seyran Ohanian andongoing NATO-led missions in Af-
evening’s Scholarship Awards Cer- “| am extremely honored to be Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian ghanistan and Kosovo.
emony, the AAMS presented 10 - $1,000serving as the new AAMS President,” on Wednesday. It was announced that the Penta-
scholarships for the 2013-2014 aca-commented Serineh Melidonian, MD. “Armenia is a significant partner gon will allocate $1.5 million in fresh
demic year. Awardees of the AAMS “Our new board will strive to build on to the United States in many ways,” aid designed to expand Armenia’s
Scholarshipsincluded: Babken Asatryan, past successes and to promote the growtFrarkas told reporters. “As a partner in “peacekeeping capabilities” in 2014-
Rupena Atmajian, Sona Bekmezian, Artin of the AAMS in the coming year.” the Caucasus region, as a partner witi2015. Tonoyan clarified that it will be
Galoosian, Dana Malajian, and Laura For more information on AAMS NATO in the Partnership for Peace spent on exercises and training pro-
Patakfalvi. The AAMS Ladies Auxiliary  projects, events and scholarships, pleasgprogram,] as a partner with the U.S. grams that will facilitate Armenians
Scholarships went to Arabo Aghazarian visit our website atvww.aamsc.com. European Command in promoting re- deployments in other trouble spots.

gional stability, and as a partner with In particular, Yerevan plans to

Parliament Ratifies Russian-Armenian Gas Deal the Kansas National Guard.” contribute 60 troops to a United Na-
Armenia has become a partnertions peacekeeping force in Lebanon

Continued frompage 1 Vladimir Putin’s recent visit to Arme- country in the U.S. Government- nextyear. Around 200 Armenian sol-

nia, formalizes the sale of the Arme- funded Global Peace Operations Initia-diers currently serve in Afghanistan

be counted by a special parliamentarynian government’s 20 percent share intive. Under this initiative, the U.S. and Kosovo.
commission. They argued that the votethe domestic gas distribution network expects to provide approximately $1.5 Farkas lavished praise on those
count was done instead by parliamentto Russia’s Gazprom monopoly. In million over two years to support the servicemen, saying thatthey have turned
speaker Hovik Abrahamian and his two return, Gazprom will write off a $300 development of Armenia’s peacekeep-Armenia into a “net exporter of secu-
deputies. million which the government has in- ing capabilities. The initiative aims to rity.” “That allows Armenia to con-

“The treaty has not been rati- curred as a result of secretly subsidiz-improve the capabilities of partner tinue to elevate its stature internation-
fied,” read the statement signed bying the price of Russian natural gascountries like Armenia to contribute to ally,” she said.
Postanjian, BHK’s Naira Zohrabian, supplied to Armenia since 2011. UN and regional peace operations. This “This visit [by Farkas] highlights
Levon Zurabian, the parliamentary More importantly, the deal stipu- new partnership is a strong signal of the strong and expanding cooperation
leader of the Armenian National Con- lates that the current and future Arme-the close cooperation between the U.Sbetween the United States and Arme-
gress (HAK), and Armen Rustamian of nian governments cannot raise taxesand Armenia, and is recognition of nia in the area of defense,” the U.S.
the Armenian Revolutionary Federa- or make any other changes in theArmenia’s commitmentto international Embassy in Yerevan said in a state-

tion (Dashnaktsutyun). regulatory environment for the peace operations such as those irment issued earlier this week.
“The Russian Federation, the out- Gazprom-owned network until Janu-
side world must be aware th?t 'the ary 2044. The Armenian side IS also PACE Vice-President Condemns
agreement has not been ratified,” Nikol obliged to ensure that domestic gas
Pashinian, another opposition deputytariffs in the country are high enough Continued from page 1 the European Court of Human Rights
not affiliated with any of these four for Gazprom to recoup 9 percent of its (ECHR) announced an ambiguous ver-
parties, told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser- capital investments in the network an- In addition the PACE Vice-Presi- dict on Dodu Peringek’s case, particu-
vice (Azatutyun.am). nually. dent emphasized: “After this verdict | larly taking into consideration the fact
“If anybody transfers any assets These unprecedented privilegesam more than convinced that the that two of the seven judges cast their

of the Republic of Armenia to some- have prompted vehement objectionsdenialism has no place at least on thevote against the verdict. The Minister
body else on the basis of this non-from opposition members and anti- European level. We must struggle till of Justice of the Republic of Armenia
ratified agreement, we will deal with government activists opposed to the final triumph on the international Hrayr Tovmasyan underscored that
that somebody in a proper manner,” Armenia’s planned accession to a Rus-level. This is our sacred duty before while announcing the verdict ECHR
warned Pashinian. sian-led customs union. Hundreds ofthe memory of the victims of the first laid a heavy emphasis on the fact that

The deal in question, which was them demonstrated outside the parlia-Genocide of the 20th century.” Dodu\ Peringek is a historian and sci-
signed during Russian Presidentment building in Yerevan on Monday. Previously it was reported that entist.
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