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.« The Stage

Medlterranean Fusion Restaurant
546 5. Fernando Blvd., Burbank, CA 91502

Friday, February 14, 2014

at 7:30 in the evening
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Armenia-European Union Pension Reform Protests Spread to Yerevan
Relations Deteriorating Metro Workers and Opera Performers

YEREVAN -- An unpleasant at- the European Parliament] whereas we
mosphere has been established in thean,”” Pashinian told journalists.
relations between Armenia and the Eu- “When we returned to Yerevan
ropean Union, said member of the EU-from Strasbourg it turned out that
Armenia Parliamentary Cooperation it’'s [parliament speaker] Hovik
Committee, member of the Armenian Abrahamian and [Foreign Minister]
National Congress faction Nikol Edward Nalbandian, rather than us,
Pashinian. who negotiated over that document,”

On February 5-6, the Committee he claimed.
had a meeting in Strasbourg and for “We could have contented our-
the first time it failed to sign a joint selves with a statement not hurting our
statement. interests on some issues and reflecting

According to the head of the our interests on others,” said Stepan
Armenian delegation to the Committee Markarian, another committee mem-
Samvel Farmanian, who represents theber representing the opposition-lean-
ruling Republican Party of Armenia, ing Prosperous Armenia Party.
the draft joint document was unac- Meanwhile, the EU co-chair of the YEREVAN -- Protests against conference on Tuesday.
ceptable for the Armenian side due tointer-parliamentary body, Milan the Armenian government’s contro- The several dozen train drivers
lack of references to “the right to self- Cabrnoch, expressed “regret” at theversial pension appeared to be gainingand technicians joined the protests af-
determination” in the settlement of the committee’s failure to adopt a joint state- momentum on Monday as they wereter discovering a sizable reduction of
Karabakh problem. ment for the first time during its more joined by scores of opera singers andipeir wages resulting from Armenia’s

However, the opposition mem- than decade-long existence. In a writtenmusicians and railway workers. On ongoing transition to a new pension
bers of the Committee insist that Ar- statement circulated on Tuesday,Tuesday, Yerevan's underground system. A collective petition signed by
menia did not sign the statement in Cabrnoch shed little light on the sticking metro system workers add their voice them condemned the deductions to
order not to spoil relations with Mos- points, saying only that they were not to continuing protests against the bill. private pension funds and demanded
cow and demonstrate its commitmentsignificant. The Czech lawmaker also Staff at the National Opera and their reversal.
to Eurasian integration. said EU parliamentarians are ready toBallet Theater in Yerevan affected by Earlier on Monday, more than

“The Armenian [government] side continue their cooperation with Armenia. the unpopular reform went on a rare 190 employees of the Armenia’s na-
did not want to adopt a statement in Europeaninstitutions also have not strike that led to the last-minute can- tional rail network gathered outside its
order to avoid giving explanations to defined the format of future relations cellation of a scheduled opera perfor-headquarters in the capital to demand
Russia, while the European side didwith Armenia. At the same time, the mance. Hundreds of spectators queuedhat the Russian-managed company
not want a statement to somewhatEuropean Union has preserved financialup outside its box office for ticket stop deducting up to 10 percent of
nullify the Armenian delegation’slong- assistance to Armenia and in 2014 it will refunds. Representatives of the pro-
running declarations that ‘Azerbaijan allocate about EUR 40 million (about testing artists are due to hold a news Continued on page 4
cannot adopt joint statements [with $54.5 million) as budget support.

Armenia Ranks 78th 1n 2014
Press Freedom Index

Seized Property Returned to
Armenian Foundation

ISTANBUL -- A large piece of chairman of the foundation’s board of
PARIS -- Armenia has improved rea and Eritrea continue to be theland confiscated from the Surp Pirgic directors Bedros Sirinoglu. “Turkey’s
by three positions to be ranked 78thbiggest information black holes, again Armenian Hospital Foundation in the Armenian community has regained a
among 180 countries in the 2014 Presccupying the last three positions.  1970s has been returned to the foundavery important asset. This [decision]
Freedom Index released by Reporters “The World Press Freedom In- tion, Today’'s Zaman reports quoting will enable our foundation and our
without Borders. dex is a reference tool that is based onAgos weekly. society to view the future in a more
The position gives Armenia ad- seven criteria: the level of abuses, the The 42,000-square-meter prop- secure light.” Sirinoglu thanked the
vantage over regional neighbors Geor-extent of pluralism, media indepen- erty located in Zeytinburnu, just across prime minister and the relevant au-
gia (84th) and Azerbaijan (160th), as dence, the environment and self-cen-from the Surp Pirgic Armenian Hospi- thorities for their role in enabling the
well as Turkey (154th) and Iran sorship, the legislative framework, tal, was returned to the hospital foun- property return.
(173rd). transparency and infrastructure,” said dation in a decision made by the Direc- In 2012, 10 percent of the
Of the former Soviet countries Reporters Without Borders secretary-torate General for Foundations (VGM) Zeytinburnu property was returned to
now making up the Commonwealth of general Christophe Deloire. that came following two meetings held the foundation. The most recent deci-
Independent States only Moldova (56th) “It makes governments face their by the VGM in October 2013. The sion transferred the remaining bulk of
ranks higher than Armenia. Russiais inresponsibilities by providing civil soci- property deed was officially changed the land to its rightful owner.
the 148th position. ety with an objective measure, andto record the foundation as the owner Within the last 10 years, 143 of 661
The same trio of Finland, Neth- provides international bodies with a on Jan. 22, 2014. immovable properties seized from Arme-
erlands and Norway heads the indexgood governance indicator to guide “Our dreams, after years of nianfoundations have been returned, ac-
again, while Turkmenistan, North Ko- their decisions.” struggle, have finally come true,” said cording to the weekly’s report.
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Iran Presses for Visa-Free Regime Armenia To Keep Troops In Afghanistan

with Armenia

YEREVAN -- Iran and Armenia
may soon lift visa requirements for
their citizens travelling to each other’s
country, according to the Iranian am-
bassadorin Yerevan, Mohammad Reisi.

In an interview with the
ArmNews TV channel aired this week,
Reisialso announced that Iranian Presi-
dent Hassan Rohani will travel to Ar-
menia later this year on an official visit
that will underscore close ties between
the two neighboring states. “The visit - -
will take place in the course of this - .,
year,” he said without specifying a ;ﬁ_’“ :
concrete date. Iranian mutual trust is that the visa % iﬂ ’

President Serzh Sarkisian wasregime between the two states may " aal
among a dozen foreign heads of statewell be abolished,” Reisi added in the '
who attended Rohani’s inauguration in ArmNews interview. “In order to fa- Armenia intends to keep a small Five Armenian military instructors
Tehran last August. The two leaderscilitate contacts between the two military contingent in Afghanistan af- training Afghan government forces also
held separate talks following the cer- peoples, we have communicated to theter the formal completion of NATO- served there until 2012.
emony. Rohani was reported to tell Armenian side our readiness to put inled combat operations there at the end Tonoyan told Mediamax that
Sarkisian that the Islamic Republic is place a visa-free regime.” of this year, First Deputy Defense some of the Armenian soldiers could
keen to expand its “deeply-rooted” ties Tehran has long been seekingMinister Davit Tonoyan said on Tues- relocate to the capital Kabulin April as
with Armenia. visa-free travel between Armenia and day. part of an ongoing redeployment of the

Rohani’'s predecessor, Mahmud Iran. Successive Armenian govern- NATO’s International Security NATO-led forces.

Ahmadinejad, paid an official visit to ments have been lukewarm about theAssistance Force (ISAF) in Afghani- Defense Minister Seyran Ohanian
Yerevan in late 2011. It focused, in idea. stan is due to end its mission beforeinspected the Armenian troops in
large measure, on the implementation The existing visa requirements January 2015. The U.S.-led alliance Mazar-e-Sharif and Kunduz when he
of Armenian-Iranian energy projects have not prevented a sharp rise in thewill remain engaged in the war-torn last visited Afghanistan in late 2012.
that had fallen behind schedule. Thosenumber of Iranian tourists visiting Ar- nation through a new multinational Ohanian told Afghan officials that Ar-

include the construction of a hydro- menia over the past decade. It reachednission dubbed Resolute Support. Itmenia remains committed to making a
electric plant on the Araxriver serving a record-high level of more than will concentrate on advising, training “continuous contribution to coalition

as the Armenian-Iranian border. 100,000 in 2011. and assisting the Afghan army that is efforts to establish lasting security in

Reisi implied that Rohani’s visit “I hope that one day one million gradually taking the lead in security Afghanistan.”
will come after the next meeting of an Iranian tourists will visit Armenia,” operations. The Armenian deploymentin Af-
Armenian-Iranian intergovernmental then Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar “We have informed NATO and ghanistan, which began in 2010, high-
commission on economic cooperation. Salehi said during a November 2011 our main ISAF partner Germany that a lighted growing cooperation between
He said the commission should dis- trip to Yerevan. “| also hope that one political decision has been made andNATO and the South Caucasus state
cuss not only the energy projects butday a visa-free regime will be estab- Armenia has the capacity to continue heavily reliant on a military alliance
also ambitious plans to build a railway lished between the two countries andassisting in stabilization efforts in Af- with Russia. Tonoyan said after talks

connecting the two countries.
“The bestindicator of Armenian- travelling inside our countries.”

Azerbaijan Protests Karabakh’s Participation
in ConlFA World Cup

OSTERSUND [g@==
SWEDEN -- The ASSO|k el
ciation of Football Fed
erations of Azerbaija

b

U1 BHAL '
uP201y

(AFFA) has stated it
protest to internationJeEsss
soccer authorities OvdEEEseg
the first-ever Confederdig = i
tion of Independen
Football Association
(ConlFA) World Cup offgs
unrecognized states J
feature a team fro
Nagorno-Karabakh,
Azeri media report.
Letters of protest were also sent Karabkah we will insist on our invita-
to the Swedish Football Federationtion, which we communicated to the
where the championship will be held, AFFA in written form today.
as well as to FIFA. The ConlFA World Football Cup
In response to the Azerbaijani and furthermore the ConIFA in general

C
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TERBUND SAEFMIE §

dence or independence of Nagorno-

crossing our border will be as easy asghanistan after the end of the ISAF with a visiting top Pentagon official

mission in December,” Tonoyan told last December that Yerevan wants to
the Mediamax news agency. further deepen security ties with the
Armenia has kept around 130 United States despite planning to join a
soldiers on the ground for the past fewRussian-led alliance of former Soviet
years. They have served in northernrepublics.
Afghanistan under German command. Armenia also contributes around
According to Tonoyan, the Ar- 40troopstoaNATO-led mission main-
menian contingent is currently sta- taining peace and stability in Kosovo.
tioned at ISAF bases located near theAnother 60 or so Armenian soldiers are
city of Mazar-e-Sharif. AlImost half of expected to join the United Nations
the contingentwas previously deployed peacekeeping force in Lebanon later
near another northern city, Kunduz. this year.

angle of the world should have the outside FIFA.
chance to play international football There are more than 5500
and to represent their culture! Thus etnicities around the world and hun-

we were left with no choice but declin- dreds of sportingly isolated regions
ing the request of AFFA". that don’t have an international arena
Nagorno-Karabakh will be among to play international football. CONIFA
the twelve teams participating in the organizes the official World Champi-
first ever World Cup held for teams OnShip for teams outside FIFA, Conti-
outside international soccer’s govern- Nental Championships, International

ing body, FIFA. The tournament to be tournament and Cups combined with
held in Ostersund, in central Sweden, Cultural Events and Youth Exchanges.

in the first week of June. According to the organization’s
The tournament to be held in Official website, the 12 teams will in-

protest letter, ConIFA has stated, "Theis about bridging the world and repre- Ostersund, in central Sweden, in theclude: Abkhazia, Aramean Suryoye,
AFFA requested us to prevent the par-senting the unrepresented. It is a factfirst week of June will be hosted by the Kurdistan, Tamil Eelam, Zanzibar,
ticipation of Nagorno-Karabakh in our that Nagorno-Karabakh is self-con- Sapmi people, also known as Darfur United, Ellan Vannin, Quebec,
World Football Cup as the Republic of trolled today and in particular, and this Laplanders. It is to be held under the Nagorno-Karabakh, Padania, Sapmi
Azerbaijan claims the region Nagorno- is one of the major facts for us, that theaegis of CONIFA, a global umbrella and Occitania. The tournament will
Karabakh to be part of their country, Artsakh Football Federation is neither organization for all the football teams take place from June 1 to 8.
which is supported by UN and the a part of the AFFA nor any other FIFA
overwhelming majority of the political member. This means that football in
community. Nagorno-Karabakh is totally isolated
In fact this is what ConlFA is all from the world community and
about: Giving unrepresented regions,Nagorno-Karabakh players and clubs
people, minorities, nations and isolatedneither get the chance to enter an
territories the chance to represent theminternational matches nor play in inter-
through football. Without judging on national cups.
the political situation or the depen- We think that people from each
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Why Do Two Hawaii Lawmakers Care British MP: For Azerbaijan Karabakh is a
So Much About Azerbaijan? Matter of Ambition, for Armenians it is a
5 ™ Matter of Life or Death

LONDON -- “For Azerbaijan the
issue of Karabakh is a matter of ambi-
tion, for the Armenians of Karabakh, it
is a matter of life or death,” Stephen
Pound, MP from the Labor Party, said
during the debate in the UK House of
Commons on UK policy towards
Nagorno Karabakh and Azerbaijan.

“It is difficult to understand and
almostimpossible to appreciate the full
extent and horror of the war that raged
between February 1988 and May 1994
in Nagorno-Karabakh,” he said.

“In 1994, it was recognized that
it was, in effect, a frozen conflict. The even though much of what we talked
Minsk group is working as hard as it about this evening appears to be in the
Azerbaijanin May to attend a convention can to move matters forward,” the MP past, it is a past that still resonates,”
sponsored by oil companies and look forsaid, adding, however, that “matters Me. Pound added.
opportunities to promote Hawaii. along the line of contact are not good.” “Many people will know the situ-

Hawaii lawmakers are inserting Civil Beat reported on the trip Twenty soldiers were killed along ation that occurred on 18 February
themselves into a century-old conflict after discovering details in gift disclo- the ceasefire line in 2013, despite the2004. Extraordinarily, soldiers from
between Armenia and Azerbaijan, sure statements the representatives file@xistence of the ceasefire. There wereAzerbaijan and Armenia were present
neighboring nations nestled betweenwith the Ethics Commission. nearly 200 ceasefire violations betweenat a NATO partnership for peace ac-
the Black and Caspian seas at the Takai said at the time that the trip 2 and 8 February of this year. Often, thetivity in Budapest. One Azerbaijani sol-
crossroads of Western Asia and East-was ethical because the Legislatureviolations involve people firing across dier, Ramil Safarov, decided to buy an
ern Europe. was not addressing relevant issuesthe border, including snipers, but thereaxe and take the head off an Armenian

Reps. Rida Cabanilla and Mark thatwould directly benefit Azerbaijan. are also more violent incidents. The line soldier, Gurgen Markarian. This hap-
Takai, who traveled to Azerbaijan to- He did not return a message seekingof contact is porous and is coming underpened in Hungary in 2004. This is not
gether last year on an $8,000 trip thatcomment on the resolutions Monday. increased pressure. ancient history; this is recent history.
was paid for by the republic, have co- Cabanilla said the invitation by “l think that we have a crucial At the time, the Azerbaijan human
sponsored legislation that's been setAzerbaijan came as part of a lobbying role to play. There is not a massive rights commissioner said that Safarov
for a hearing Wednesday. effort to improve the oil-rich nation's amount of trade between the United must become an example of patriotism

House Resolution 13 recognizes alliance with the U.S. She said she tookKingdom and Armenia. Fewer than 10 for Azerbaijani youth and the National
the 22nd anniversary of the Khojaly the trip to try to bring business to UK firms are active in Armenia. We Democratic Party awarded him the
tragedy which, according to the reso- Hawaii. gave Armenia £882,000 in aid last man of the year award in 2005. When
lution, involved the slaughter of hun- The resolutions came from Elin year. | pay credit to our remarkable the Hungarians released Ramil Safarov,
dreds of innocent civiliansin Azerbaijan Suleymano, Azerbaijan's ambassadorjoint ambassadors in Yerevan, Kathy he returned to Azerbaijan to be pro-
in February 1992. to the United States, she said. Leach and Jonathan Aves, who workmoted to the rank of major. He re-

House Resolution 9 calls on the Cabanilla, a retired lieutenant extraordinarily hard to progress Brit- ceived eight years back pay and was
United States to strengthen its effortscolonel in the U.S. Army Reserves, ish trade interests in the area. How-given accommodation. It is that raw
to facilitate a political settlement of the said her military background has taughtever, we could do much more. By and it is that recent. My point is that
Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict. her the importance of Azerbaijan as acontrast, Azerbaijan was given these emotions simply cannot be al-

The first resolution describes the strategic location for a U.S. ally in the £1,335,000 in aid over the same pe-lowed to fester. When we have a feel-
tragedy like this: On Feb. 25 and 26, Middle East. She considers the resolu-riod, and we have very close tradeing of animosity between two peoples
1992, "Armenian armed forces ac- tions to be a harmless form of grati- links. The United Kingdom is actually that leads to a fellow soldier on a
companied by Russian military troops tude and recognition. the 15th largest trade partner of NATO joint exercise decapitating an-
occupied the town of Khojaly in "Maybe (the resolution) is not Azerbaijan, and the majorrole of BP in other soldier, that is something in-
Azerbaijan and killed more than six 100 percent accurate — | don’t know oil extraction, refining and marketing tensely felt and we must be able to
hundred innocent civilians, including ifitis or not— but the fact that they’re cannot be underestimated,” Stephensomehow push that forward and im-
many women, children and the elderly; an ally and support our troops (in the Pound stated. prove the situation,” he stated.
wounded more than one thousand ci-region), they don’t have to say any- In addition, the British MP re- “The British Government cannot

By Nathan Eagle
Honolulu Civil Beat

vilians; and captured more than onething more after that," Cabanilla said,

thousand two hundred civilians." explaining her decision to introduce
Armenian-Americans and other the legislation.

critics are concerned the two lawmak- If Azerbaijan has lobbied to gain

ers are trying to rewrite history in recognition for a version of history, it

favor of Azerbaijan. is in some ways following in the foot-
“It is hard to see how a resolution steps of Armenia. Ethnic Armenian

minded that “we are approaching the demand action, but what we can do is
anniversary of the great Armenian geno-to show our concern. We have an
cide of 1915.” “If ever there was a opportunity to put down a marker: to
time when this House could look to sayitwas an awful, bloody and terrible
Armenia with support, friendship and war, but that it finished 20 years ago.
solidarity, it is as we approach this Let us finally end this awful conflict,

anniversary,” he added. and allow two nations to emerge into

that distorts history and contemporary communities in the United States, Aus- Mr. Pound noted that every time the sunshine to live in peace. Then we
reality in so many ways serves Hawaii’s tralia, France, the United Kingdom and the Armenian Genocide has been dis-can talk about human rights, but at
interests,” Honolulu resident Dawn many other countries have lobbied cussed at the House of Commons, thdeast let us talk without the sound of
Webster wrote in her testimony on HR 9. national governments to gain recogni- MPs have chosen to use commentsgunfire, without the smell of cordite
Webster said she grew interestedtion of the "Armenian genocide" by such as “the so-called genocide.” and without the chill anticipation of
in the resolutions after talking to her Turkey in the early 20th century. Au- “Thatis a shame, because | would death,” Mr. Pound stated.
Armenian daughter-in-law, Ani thorities in Turkey continue to deny have thought that if there is one thing Mark Simmonds, the Parliamen-
Martirosian Menon. that killings and the seizure of Arme- the House can agree on it is that atary Under-Secretary of State for For-
“That family connection has nian land during the Ottoman Empire genocide of the most horrendous pro-eignh and Commonwealth Affairs,
made me sensitive to the inappropri- constituted a genocide. portions did take place in Anatolia, Van added, in turn: “It goes without saying
ateness of this rather strange resolu- House Resolution 13 describes and what was then called Westernthat finding a lasting solution will be
tion and the likelihood that it will be the Khojaly massacre in Azerbaijan as Armenia. The 1915 genocide was thevital in alleviating the suffering still felt
used to strengthen a false representaa “sobering reminder of the terrible third genocide and was particularly in the region. | am extremely grateful
tion of historical facts about the rela- carnage that can be inflicted in war- horrendous. Would it not be a good for the work being done to raise aware-
tionship between Azerbaijan and Ar- time and it exemplifies the enduring thing if we were to lend our support, ness of that tragic conflict. Of course,
menia,” Webster said. need for greater understanding, com-put our shoulder to the wheel, and try it does not need to be said that we are
“Given the islands’ own history of munication, and tolerance among to move Minsk forward in time for the not much further on than we were 20
dispossession and occupation and thepeople worldwide.” commemorations of this appalling years ago, and we are almost at that
ongoing struggle for sovereignty by The resolutions are set to have genocide?” he stated. 20th anniversary.”
Native Hawaiians, the resolution is at the their first hearing Wednesday morning “I am not Armenian and | am not “The UK is concerned by the
very least ill-advised and certainly at before the Veterans, Military and In- Azeri. | do not have a drop of blood of ongoing breach of the ceasefire along
odds with Hawaii’s culture of aloha.” ternational Affairs Committee, which either of those nations in my veins.

Cabanilla and Takai went to Takai chairs. However, | cannot help but note that Continued on page 4
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Armenian Kesaria and Cappadocia Released Armenian Studies Program at Fresno State
UCLA-Armenian Kesaria/Kayseri to Hold Annual Banquet
and C_Zappadoma was released b_y Mazd Armenian
Publishers in January 2014. This is the E L FRESNO -- The Armenian Stud- sary of the Hye Sharzhoom newspaper
twelfth volume in the UCLA series Kesaria/Kayseri ies Program of California State Uni- and a reunion of editors and staff is
titled Historic Armenian Cities and and Cappadocia versity, Fresno, will hold its 26th An- planned for the day of the Banquet.
Provinces, edited and contributed to nual Banquet on Sunday, March 2, Hye Sharzhoom is the newspaper of
by Professor Richard G. Hovannisian, PR oy d i i 2014 at the Fort Washington Golf and the Armenian Studies Program and
Past Holder of the AEF Chair in Mod- g Country Club in Fresno. Armenian Students Organization at
ern History at UCLA and currently This year’s Banquet will feature Fresno State.
Distinguished Chancellor’'s Fellow at newly appointed Fresno State Presi- More than forty student recipi-
Chapman University in Orange County. dent Dr. Joseph Castro and his wifeents of Armenian Studies scholarships
ArmenianKesariaArmenian Mary. Dr. Castro was appointed as theand grants for 2013-2014 will be rec-
Kesaria/Kayseri and Cappadocia fo- eighth President of the University on ognized at the Banquet. Students who
cuses on the history, religion, eco- August 1, 2013. are graduating with a Minor in Arme-
nomic and social life, and cultural, Dr. Castro joined Fresno State nhian Studies will also be recognized.
educational, and political developments after holding several leadership posi- The Armenian Studies Banquet

among the Armenians in the city of

_ _ tions at University of California cam- brings together Fresno State students,
Kesaria (Gesaria) and its many outly-

puses, most recently serving as vicefaculty, administrators, and the com-
ing villages, such as Talas, Everek, / I chancellor, student academic affairsmunity, to celebrate the achievements
Fenesse, Tomarza, Chomakhlu, Injesu a u ol at UC San Francisco since 2010. Inof the Program and its students.
Efkere, and Germir. Contributors to organized by Professor Hovannisian that capacity he was responsible for The reception will begin at 5:00PM
the volume, aside from Hovannisian, between 1997 and 2010 relating tothe leadership of a broad range offollowed by the Banquet at 6:00PM.
include scholars James R. Russell,important historic Armenian regions, departments focused on enriching the Tickets are available at $50 per
RobertW. Thomson, Gérard Dédéyan, nearly all of which are now devoid of educational experience of UC San person, with a special price of $25 for
Dickran Kouymjian, Sylvie L. Merian, their native Armenian inhabitants. Francisco’s talented and diverse stu-Fresno State students and Fresno State
Bedross Der Matossian, Hervé Copies of Armenian Kesaria/ dent body. Castro also held the posi-faculty. Reservations for tables of 10
Georgelin, Jack Der-Sarkissian, SimonKayseri and Cappadocia may be ob-tjon of adjunct professor in the depart- are also being accepted.
Payaslian, Tina Demirjian, and Vartan tained from Mazda Publishers, Arme- ment of family and community medi- For more information about the
Matiossian. nian-related bookstores, or by con-cineinthe School of Medicine at UCSF. Banquet, please contact the Armenian
This volume derives from one of tacting Professor Hovannisian directly 2014 marks the 35th Anniver- Studies Program at 559-278-2669.

the eighteen international conferencesat hovannis@history.ucla.edu.
Glendale Schools to Offer

Armenian Language Classes

Armenian Genocide Commemoration Essay

Contest for High School and College Students
Co-Sponsored by The Knights & Daughters of Vartan

GLENDALE —As Glendale school
officials continue to review a plan to

and Facing History and Ourselves offer the district’s popular dual-language
immersion classes through the 12th
NEW YORK — High School and grade, they announced this week which

College students are invited to partici- APRI L 24 high schools would offer the foreign-
pate in an essay contest to actively language courses, the Glendale News
support the 99th Anniversary Com- Press reports.

memoration of the Armenian Genocide At the elementary level, the dual-
that will be held in Times Square (46th immersion program has students spenc

St/Broadway)on Sunday, April 27, at least half the instructional day speak-
2014 from 2-4 pm. Co-sponsors of the ing and learning in a language other than

contest include the Knights & Daugh- Im “nmn English.

ters of Vartan, www.kofv.org, an in- At the high-school level, students

ternational Armenian fraternal organi- would continue studying their chosen would not offer any of the advanced
zation with headquarters in the U.S. On the Threshold of the 100th |anguage with an intensive class everylanguage classes, said Kelly King, assis-
and Facing History and Ourselves, Anniversary, How Should the World day. tant superintendent of Glendale Unified.
www.facinghistory.org, an interna- Recognize the Armenian Genocide? According to the proposal, Hoover According to the proposal, Toll
tional educational and professional de- The essay should be 800 wordsHigh School would offer German, Middle School would offer classes in
velopment organization. maximum, double-spaced 12 point Arial French, Italian and Armenian classesArmenian, Korean and Spanish, while

One winner and two runner-ups type: Please include student’s fullname,and would offer a Spanish class for Korean classes would be available at
will be selected by a distinguished age, teacher’s full name and subjectstudents currently enrolled at Franklin Rosemont Middle School.
panel of judges. First place winner will area, name of high school or college, and Edison elementary schools. RooseveltMiddle School would
receive $300, second place runner-upyear in school, hometown/state, phone Crescenta Valley High School offer classes in Spanish, French, Ger-
will receive $200 and third place run- #, and email address at the top of eacRyould offer Korean classes for studentsman and Italian.
ner-up will receive $100. The winners page of the essay. who begin studying that language at School board president Nayiri
will also be recognized at the Armenian The three winners will be con- Monte Vista Elementary. Nahabedian said she supports the pro-
Genocide Commemoration at Times tacted directly and announced to the Glendale High would offer Arme- posal because it appears to provide bal-
Square on Sunday, April 27, 2014 and mainstream and Armenian media thenjan, Spanish and Japanese classes. ance to high schools and middle schools
depending on time constraints, may week of Monday, April 8, 2014. Clark Magnet High School, spe- in respect to their enrollment sizes and
read their essays. Please submit essays by Mon- cjalizing in science and technology, language offerings.

The question to answer in this day, March 31,2014 to Taleen Babayan

year’s essay is the following: via email at april24nyc@gmail.com British MP

Continued from page 3 fighting continues, there is always a
danger of escalation, whether that is
Continued from page 1 January 24 decision to freeze the re-the line of contact as well as along thedfeliberate or F_IOt, and we urge bot'h
form at least until its ruling on an Armenia-Azerbaijan border. There sides to exercise restraint and avoid
their wages to private funds selectedappeal lodged by Armenia’s leading were reports of increasing numbers ofIOfOV(‘)‘CGltion,” he added. '
by the government to manage pensionopposition parties. The Armenian au- ceasefire violations in January and early We c9n3|stently urge Armenia
contributions of Armenians aged 39 thorities insist that the court order February, as he rightly mentioned. We and Azerbaijan to work with the Minsk
and younger. does not mean that they should imme-were pleased that the Presidents ofgroup to reduce tens_lons and create an
Like other protesters who have diately stop collecting additional social both countries committed to a truce enwronment condumve"to a peaceful,
taken to the streets in recent days, theysecurity taxes pending a verdict on theduring the winter Olympics. While long-lasting settlement,” he stated.

pointed to the Constitutional Court's 0pposition appeal.
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Pension Reform Protests Spread
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