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Dem.am Activists Stage Sit-In Protest AJR 32 Moving Forward in State Assembly
in Yerevan City Center - ]

ACA representatives with Speaker of the State Assembly John Perez

SACRAMENTO, CA—OnApril Chau, Adrin Nazarian, Roger
YEREVAN -- Members and sup- nance Minister Davit Sargsian. It said 7, a delegation of over 100 membersDickinson, Tim Donnelly and several
porters of Dem.am civil movement he must explain why tax authorities fromthe Armenian Council of America others.
campaigning against the controversialhave continued enforcing the reform participated in a day of advocacy to AJR 32 calls for the United States
pension reform staged a protest ineven after it was declared unconstitu-gain support for Assembly Joint Reso-to recognize the Nagorno-Karabakh
Yerevan on Wednesday, declaring thattional by Armenia’s Constitutional lution 32 during the annual Armenian Republic as a sovereign state, invokes
it was in support of the recent decision Court last. Genocide Commemoration sponsoredstrong language from the United States’
by the Constitutional Court that found Davit Manukian, a leader of the by the California State Senate and As-own history regarding the rights of the
some of the provisions of the law to be Dem Em (I Am Against) pressure group sembly at the State Capitol. people to “self-determination and demo-
against the Constitution. campaigning against the reform said The delegation, made up of mem- cratic independence.” If Gatto’s reso-
The crowd blocked a major street the authorities should comply with the bers from all throughout the Golden lution passes, it would make California
opposite the Finance Ministry building Constitutional Court ruling handed State, met with several elected offi- the most populous governmental en-

in the city center for more than two cials discussing Assembly Joint Reso-tity to call for Nagorno-Karabakh’s
hours, demanding a meeting with Fi- Continuedonpage3 lution 32 and effectively gaining sup- recognition or to recognize it outright.
port from a large number of Assemblymember Mike Gatto,
Ar . G ide C ted Assemblymembers. Some of the Stateannounced today that through the col-
menian LENocide Lommemorate representatives the ACA met with, in- laborative efforts of the ACA, AJR 32
at the California State Capital cluded, Speaker of the State Assemblywill move forward in the policy com-
John Perez, Scott Wilk, Mike Gatto,

Katcho Achadjian, Chris Holden, Ed Continued onpage 3

Senators Robert Menendez and Mark Kirk
Introduced New Armenian Genocide
Resolution

. L ":I-- -.. : —
Armenian Genocide vigil at the California State Capital

SACRAMENTO, CA — The Ar-  Member Mr. Krikor Moloyan and So- |
menian Council of America, in part- cial Democrat Hunchakian Western
nership with the Armenian-American Region Executive Committee member
community of Sacramento, organized Mr. Suren Khudanyan. Both gentle-
an informative and empowering men expressed the worth of acknowl-
evening vigil, commemorating the 99th edging the Genocide and addressing .
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide the issue so that history does not re-SenatorS Robert Menendez (D-NJ) and Mark Kirk (R-IL)
at the California State Capital on Sun- peat itself as it has in recent years in
day, April 6. other parts of the world. WASHINGTON, D.C. —Senator on Thursday.

The program for the solemn oc- Among the dignitaries in the au- Robert Menendez (D-NJ), a long-time The Senate action comes as House
casion led by Mistress of Ceremoniesdience was Assemblymember Rogerchampion of Armenianissues and pow-Foreign Affairs Chairman Rep. Ed
Ms. Christine Aghakhanian, included Dickinson of the 7th Assembly Dis- erful voice for justice, along with Sena- Royce (R-CA) and Ranking Member
dignitaries, members of clergy and trict who expressed his solidarity for tor Mark Kirk (R-IL), who previously Rep. Eliot Engel (D-NY) last week
community leaders, began with an in-the Armenian Cause. Also in atten- served as Co-Chair of the Armenianintroduced H.R.4347, the Turkey
vocation by Father Asoghig Jamgochiandance were a group of over a dozenCaucus during his tenure in the HouseChristian Churches Accountability Act,
of the St. James Armenian Church, of Representatives (House), introduced
followed by remarks by ACA Board Continuedonpage3 a new Armenian Genocide resolution Continued on page 3
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Three Azeri Soldiers Killed, Six Wounded " Recognize the Crime of the Century,
in a Fresh Act of Sabotage the Armenian Genocide"

Azerbaijan’'s Defense Ministry todayreportedthattheAzerbaijaniside
says three Azerbaijani soldiers wereattempted another reconnaissance g
killed and six others wounded in a mine sabotage activity, but the attack wasf
explosion along the border with repulsed and Azeri soldiers had to re-
Nagorno-Karabakh. treat via a minefield.

Azerbaijani news agencies cited “The Karabakh side suffered no
the Defense Ministry in Baku as saying casualties while fighting back the
Tuesday that the soldiers led by aAzerbaijani attackers,” the Karabakh
captain hit a landmine at a section of Defense Army said in a statement.
Armenian-Azerbaijani “line of contact” “Following the incident, frontline units
southeast of Karabakh. They said theof the Defense Army continue to ...
officer, Jeykhun Orujaliyev, and two control the situation along the entire |

conscripts died on the spot. One ofLine of Contact.” H
them, Seyfaddin Kerimov, was a former The incident occurred less than [}
wrestling champion of Azerbaijan, re- three months after an upsurge in
ported SalamNews.az. deadly ceasefire violations on “the

Two of the wounded soldiers line of contact” around Karabakh
were said to be in a critical condition and the Armenian-Azerbaijani bor-
and were flown to a military hospital in der. It was sparked by the killing of

Baku by a helicopter. an Armenian soldier in northeastern

Azerbaijani Defense Minister Karabakh, which the military au- By Rosario Teixeira of the century, the world remains 'blind’
Zakir Hasanov reportedly visited the thorities in Stepanakert and YerevanPeace of Art, Inc. to crimes against humanity perpetrated
frontline section on Tuesday to per- said was the result of a failed around the globe. The world commu-
sonally investigate the incident. Ac- Azerbaijani commando raid. The BOSTON -- During the month of Nity mustrecognize the Armenian geno-

cording to the Trend news agency, Azerbaijani military denied attacking April, the 2014 Armenian Genocide Cide and condemn such crimes against
Hasanov's press office said that theKarabakh Armenian positions in the commemorative billboards will be dis- humanity.

“accident” occurred while the soldiers area. It acknowledged suffering two played at the corner of Arsenal and In 1996, .Peace Of' Art, Inp.
reinforced their trenches. casualties, both of them officers, School Streets in Watertown; on Cam- founderand president, Daniel Varoujan
The Karabakh Defense Army later there in the following days. bridge Street, at the Lechmere StationHejinian, began to display the annual
in Cambridge; and on Route 1 South, Armenian Genocide commemorative
. . . . 1/4 mile from the Gillette Stadium, in billboards, bringing awareness about
UN Chlef Condemns VlOlenCC in SYI'la, Foxboro. the Armenian Genocide to the commu-
Including Armenian-Populated Kessab Sponsored by Peace of Art, Inc., Nity at large. Since 2003, through the
www.PeaceofArt.org, the 2014 Ar- annual commemorative billboards,

NEW YORK (Armradio.am) — of Kassab. While the United Nations is menian Genocide commemorative bill- Peace of Art, Inc.,

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon unable to confirm the validity of these boards honor the victims and survi- Www.PeaceofArt.org has been calling
on Monday urged the warring parties reported atrocities, gross human rightsvors of the Armenian Genocide. In this for the recognition of the Armenian
in Syrians and their supporters to “do violations undeniably continue and resi- year's message "Recognize the CrimgGenocide, and it has urged the com-
everything” to protect civilians in the dents of entire villages such as Kassatof the Century, the Armenian Geno- Munity at large, the President of the
Middle East country, where armed have been forced to flee. Governmentcide," the word 'genocide’ has imbed- United States, and the United Nations
conflicts entered its fourth year in forces continue to indiscriminately ded the number 100, and handcuffs.t0 recognize the Armenian Genocide.
March. destroy whole neighbourhoods, bury- The number 100 refers to the ap-Itis time to urge Turkey to recognize
In the face of troubling new re- ing entire families beneath the rubble proaching 100th anniversary of the the Armenian Genocide, and to make
ports of atrocities in the brutal conflict of their homes. The Secretary-GeneralArmenian Genocide. The handcuffs amends. . _
driving Syria to its destruction, the is also extremely concerned that refer to a century of victimization and ~ "Todeny the Armenian Genocide
Secretary-General demands that war-groups listed as terrorist organizationsdenial by the perpetrators of the Arme- is to further victimize those who per-
ring parties and their supporters en-by the United Nations Security Council nian Genocide and their supporters.ished and their descendants, itis an act
sure that civilians are protected, re- continue to brutalize the civilian popu- The Armenian Genocide was the crime Of blaming the victims. After a cen-
gardless of their religion, community lation. of the century because it was the firsttury of denial, it is time to place the
or ethnic affiliation. Both the Syrian There is a belief by too many in genocide of the 20th century. Had the handcuffs’ on the criminals. For those
government and armed groups haveSyria and beyond that this conflict can genocide been condemned by the worldwho think that after the last survivor
the legal obligation and moral respon- be won militarily. More violence will community, the governments that fol- dies there will be no more witnesses,
sibility to do so. They must do every- only bring more suffering and instabil- lowed most likely would not have used and with the passing of time the Arme-
thing to avoid and prevent violence ity to Syria and sow chaos in the genocide as the means to eliminatenian genocide will be forgotten, know
against civilians, including indiscrimi- region. The Secretary-General againunwanted groups of their populations that all Armenians are survivors of the
nate shelling and air attacks on civilian urges all Syrians and their outside sup-segregated by race, religion or ethnicity. genocide, and as long as the Armenian
areas. porters to put a stop to this conflict, Millions of people around the genocideremains unrecognized by Tur-
The killing of an elderly priest, now. For the sake of families and world have been killed, victims of key, millions of Armenians around the
Father Frans van der Lugt, in Homs communities across Syria, the Secre-genocide, for political motives, and world will demand recognition and
yesterday is but the latest tragedy high-tary-General appeals to all sides toethnic cleansing. Since the Armenianjustice.” Said the president of Peace of
lighting the urgent need to protect permit immediately the unfettered ac- genocide took place in the beginning of Art, Inc., Daniel Varoujan Hejinian.
civilians. The Secretary-General con- cess of humanitarian assistance andhe 20th century, genocide has be- ~  Peace of Art, Inc., is a non-
demns this inhumane act of violence workers. come an effective tool of war, to Profit educational organization regis-
against a man who heroically stood by Under the Secretary-General’s eliminate unwanted sectors of the popu-téred with the Massachusetts Secre-
the people of Syria amid sieges andleadership, the United Nations is pre- lation segregated by race, or religion, tary of State, and tax exempt under
growing difficulties. pared to contribute to a new day in or ethnicity. As the Armenian people Séction 501(C)(3). For more informa-
The Secretary-General is also Syria by fostering a political settle- struggle for recognition of the crime tion visit www.PeaceofArt.org
horrified by the gruesome images pur- ment, providing humanitarian assis-
porting executions in the Syrian town tance, and supporting reconstruction.

sachusetts Institute of Technology, things that turn out to matter" about
co-founded the personal energy man-lessons learned while running engi-
agement platform WattzOn, ran a con-neering at Twitter. He will lead an

TWitter Vice President Raffi Krikorian sulting company, and taught at the advanced programmingworkshop open
. . .« . . . New York University Interactive Tele- to university students and recentgradu-
to Visit Armenia in Mid Apl‘ll communications Program. ates, focusing on the Twitter API, and

On April 18, 2014, Krikorianwill  an intermediate level workshop for
YEREVAN -- Tumo board mem- lecture, and meet with representativesgive a public lecture on Software De- Tumo students on good coding prac-
ber and Twitter Vice President Raffi of the Armenian IT community and velopment Management titled "The tices.
Krikorian will be visiting Armenia in government.
mid April at the invitation of Tumo, Krikorian and his teams manage

Tumo center said in a statement. the core infrastructure of Twitter, in-
During his week-long visit, cluding its databases, server clusters a aS a n n O ne
Krikorian will lead two computer pro- and software libraries. Prior to Twit- .

gramming workshops, give a public ter, Krikorian, a graduate of the Mas-
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AJR 32 Moving Forward in State Assembly Armenian Genocide Commemorated
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\1E ARIENIAN GENOGIDE |
CRIM -

Continued from page 1 “Mayr Hayastan.” Ms. Ruzanna

Yeghiazarian gracefully recited Paruyr
SEIU Local 721 Armenian Caucus Sevak’s “Anlereli Zangakatun® as Ms.
members, who travelled to Sacramentolena Manoogian sang “Adana” and
from Los Angeles to partake in the “Cilicia” to pay tribute to those who
annual State Capitol Armenian Geno- perished during the Genocide.
cide commemorative events. The event concluded with a
A duduk performance of “Dle hokehangist prayer by Father
Yaman” and “Groong” by Samvel, Jamgochian who prayed for the
enchanted the audience as father angnemory of the victims of the Geno-
son duo Masis and Arshak Isayan sangcide.

Senators Robert Menendez and Mark Kirk

Continued from page 1 we will always remember this trag-

edy and honor the memory of inno-
which requires an annual report from cent Armenian men, women and chil-
the U.S. Department of State on thedren who were killed and expelled
status of stolen, confiscated or from their homeland. The Armenian
unreturned Christian properties in ter- Genocide must be taught, recog-
ritories controlled by Turkey. The nized, and commemorated to pre-
Royce-Engel effort builds on the suc- vent the re-occurrence of similar
cessful House passage of similar legis-atrocities from ever happening
lation in 2011. again.”

“Next year will mark the 100th The Armenian Genocide resolu-
anniversary of the Armenian Geno- tion expresses the sense of the Senate,
cide, during which 1.5 million Arme- “To remember and observe the anni-
nians were killed by Ottoman Turkey. versary of the Armenian Genocide on
There are only a few brave survivors April 24, 2014; That the President
left, such as 107-year-old Helen should work toward an equitable, con-
Paloian of Chicago, who lost her par- structive, stable, and durable Arme-
ents and two brothers,” Senator Kirk nian-Turkish relationship thatincludes
said. “To honor the survivors and the the full acknowledgment by the Gov-
memory of those lost, and to lead ernment of the Republic of Turkey of
Continued from page 1 The day-long activities featured globally on human rights, the United the facts about the Armenian Geno-

a reception where dignitaries, includ- States should finally join the Euro- cide;” and “That the President should
mittee and will be on its way to getfull ing Senator de Leon and Lara, peanUnionand 11 of our NATO allies ensure that the foreign policy of the
consideration by the State Assembly. Assemblymembers Gatto, Achadjian, in officially recognizing the Armenian United States reflects appropriate un-
The Resolution is projected to be heardwilk, Gomez, Brown, Nazarian and Genocide.” derstanding and sensitivity concerning
on the Assembly floor after the Spring others, reiterated their supportive “The Armenian Genocide is a issues related to human rights, crimes
recess around April 28. Four other stance towards recognition of the Ar- horrifying factual reality that can againsthumanity, ethnic cleansing, and
states have passed similar legislationmenian Genocide and applauded thenever be denied,” Chairman genocide documented in the United
including Louisiana, which was spear- audience for all their efforts in work- Menendez said. “This resolution re- States record relating to the Armenian
headed by the ACA Louisiana Chapter.ing towards the Armenian Cause. affirms in the strongest terms that Genocide.”




4 Massis Weekly April 12, 2014

Armenian Diaspora United for Prof. Richard Hovannisian to Speak on
#SaveKessab HyeAID3 Concert “The Armenians of Gesaria”

(From Evkere and Talas to Mount Arkeos, Chomakhlu, and Evereg)
GLENDALE, CA--Overthe past flyer.

two years, the Syrian Armenian Relief bl FRESNO -- Dr. Richard G.
Fund (SARF) Executive Committee The following churches, chari- Hovannisian of UCLA will speak on
has been faithful to its mission, with ties and organizations came togetherThe Armenians of Gesaria” (From
calls to action, press releases,to form the Syrian Armenian Relief Evkere and Talas to Mount Arkeos, '
fundraisers and two major concerts, Fundin August 2012: Armenian Catho- Chomakhlu, and Evereg) at 7:30 PM
HyeAID and HyeAlD2, combining our lic Eparchy in North America; Arme- on Friday, April 25, 2014, in the Indus- |
efforts, with those of artists and vol- nian Evangelical Union of North trial Technology Building, Room 101 |

unteers. America; Western Diocese of the Ar- Auditorium, on the Fresno State cam-
Today’s call to action is to menian Church; Western Prelacy of pus (corner of Barstow and Campus
#SaveKessab. the Armenian Apostolic Church of Drive).
Join us on Tuesday, April 29, America; Armenian General Benevo- The presentation is part of the

2014, at 7 p.m., at the Alex Theatre, lent Union; Armenian Missionary As- Spring Lecture Series of the Armenian
216 N Brand Blvd., Glendale, CA91203. sociation of America; Armenian Relief Studies Program and is co-sponsored
Let us be delighted by the appearanceSociety of Western U.S.A.; Armenian py the Armenian Students Organiza-
of beloved and admired artists, who Democratic Liberal Party; Armenian tion as part of the activities com- Hovannisian is the author of Arme-

are volunteering their time for the sake Revolutionary Federation-Western memorating the 99th Anniversary of nia on the Road to Independence, the
of the Armenians of Kessab, who hadU.S.A.; and Social Democrat the Armenian Genocide. The Leon S.four-volume history The Republic of

to flee their ancestral homes to sur-Hunchakian Party-Western U.S.A. The Peters Foundation has supported thearmenia, and has edited and contributed

vive. SARF mailing address follows: P.O. Lecture Series for the 2013-2014 aca-to more than twenty-five books includ-
Get your tiCketS at Box 1948, Glendale, CA 91209-1948. demic year_ |ng The Armenian Genocide in Perspec-
www.itsmyseat.com/HyeAID or call The web site address follows: By tradition, the Armenian pres- tive; The Armenian People from Ancient

the telephone numbers listed on ourwww.SyrianArmenianReliefFund.org. encein Cappadocia and Gesaria/Kesariap Modern Times; Remembrance and
dates back to the times of Tigran the Denial; Looking Backward, Moving For-
Benefit Evening for Dikranagerd’s St. Giragos Great and Gregory the llluminator. ward;and The Armenian Genocide: Cul-
. Down through the centuries Armenian tural and Ethical Legacies.
Church to be Held at Hovnanian School communities in the area grew in num-  Copies of Armenian Gesaria as
ber and in size. well as many other titles from the
Professor Hovannisian has vis- “Historic Armenian Cities and Prov-
ited Gesaria (now Kayseri) several inces” series will be available for pur-
times and will give ashortoverview of chase and signing by Prof.
the region’s Armenian history and the Hovannisian.
significantroles played by Armenians, The lecture is free and open to
both in urban and rural Gesaria the public. Free parking, no permit
Dr. Richard G. Hovannisian is necessary, is available in Lots P23,

past holder of the UCLA Armenian P24, or P20, adjacent to the Industrial
Educational Foundation Chairin Mod- Arts building.

St. Giragos Church before and after renovation (Photo credit: George Aghjanian) em Armenia’ln History and DiStinguishe_d For more information on Fhe lec-
Chancellor’s Fellow at Chapman Uni- ture please contact the Armenian Stud-
NEW MILFORD, NJ - Dikranagerd continued to worshipinthe versity, Orange County. ies Program at 278-2669.

Dikranagerdtsis present a benefiteveningchapel in the courtyard of St. Giragos.
to raise funds for the restoration efforts This small community managed to re-
ofthe St. Giragos Churchin Dikranagerd, group and reopened the church for use
Turkey on Saturday evening, May 17 atby the Armenian community in 1960, Continuedfrompage1 lative changes on the street.”
the Hovnanian Banquet Hall in New although the structure had become se- The crowd responded with boos
Milford, New Jersey. verely dilapidated. down on April 2. He said that means and jeers. “So what do you want?” the
The evening will be under the aus- A group of concerned parishio- the State Revenue Committee mustex-premier asked before leaving the
pices of His Eminence Archbishop ners, led by Vasken Ergun Ayik, St. stop forcing employers to withhold 5 scene. He refused to answer questions
Khajam Barsamian, Primate of the East-Giragos Parish Council Chairman, percent of gross wages paid to work-from journalists.
ern Diocese, and will feature traditional stepped in six years ago to begin restoers born after 1973. By ruling against some of the
Armenian music by Udi Yervant, who ration onthe church. Through fundraising In a surprise public appearance, provisions of the law, the Constitu-
will be traveling straight from events by the St. Giragos Parish Councilformer Prime Minister Tigran Sarkisian tional Court gave the government and
Dikranagerd to perform, as well as local and Dikranagerdtsis worldwide, two and addressed the protesters when he arthe National Assembly until the end of
oud player Mike Uzatmajian. ahalf million dollars has beenraised thusrived at the scene and urged them toSeptember to make appropriate amend-
One of the most significant works far. Ayik will be in attendance at the discuss the matter inside the ministry ments.
in Armenian architecture, St. Giragos is Benefit Evening to deliver updates onthe building. “Please come with us to the Members and supporters of the
thelargest Armenian Churchinthe Middle progress of the fundraising and renova-Finance Ministry hall,” he said through initiative planto hold arally in Yerevan on
East. The church, which remains in thetions. a megaphone. “Up to a hundred peopleApril 12 to address the situation created
possession of the Armenian community, “The St. Giragos Church is the can fit in there. Let's discuss your after the Constitutional Court’s decision
under the jurisdiction of the Patriarchate first church in Anatolia to be restored by issues there. We cannot discuss legisand present their further actions.
of Istanbul, Turkey, was originally con- Armenians,” said Ayik, who noted that
structed in the 1'5 century and was the community refused to hand over
rebuilt and enlarged in the "18entury  ownership of the church to the Turkish
after a fire. The first bell tower of the ministry in return for its support because
church was built in 1884cast by the St. Giragos would have opened as &
world famous Zildjian Company), mak- museum. “This church is the heritage of
ing itthe tallest structure in Dikranagerd. all humanity.” hiassaPost
Renowned for having seven altars signi- The Benefit Night will take place
fying ‘eternity’ in the Armenian alpha- on Saturday, May 17 at 7:30 pm at
bet, the church can accommodate moreHovnanian BanquetHall, 817 River Road, e BREAKING NEWS
than 2,500 faithful during services. New Milford, New Jersey. Donation
The church was damaged in 1915$80. For reservations, please call: Hirant
at the start of the Armenian Genocide Gulian at212-764-8730, Zivart Gulian at
and was later used as a headquarters bg01-906-0553, Ruby Gulian at 201-313-
German officers during World War | 1762 or Sonya Bekarian at 201-315-

and then as a warehouse until the 1950%$916. s e r
when the few Armenians left in Taleen Babayan Ll AP Stowe m _
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