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Computer Security

& Performance Services
Lr-site & Off-site Diognoshics
Wirus & Spyvwioire Removg
rifemet Pop-ups Pr

C L | . ™
Formatiing & Genenal Cleanup

wata Recovery
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www. haroutiservices.com
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Armenia Mark 99th Anniversary of President Barack Obama's Annual
the Genocide “Meds Yeghern” Statement

WASHINGTON, DC -- The
White House has released Presiden
Barack Obama's annual statement o
the Armenian Day of Remembrance
which once again avoided using the
word “genocide,” failing to keep a
campaign pledge he made in 2008.

The Statement by US President
Barack Obama on Armenian
Remembrance Day
Today we commemorate the
Meds Yeghern and honor those who ==
perished in one of the worst atrocities
of the 20th century. We recall the
horror of what happened ninety-nine
years ago, when 1.5 million Armenians
YEREVAN -- Tens of thousands Church, in the presence of Presidentwere massacred or marched to theirstrive to reconcile some of the darkest
of people joined by Armenia’s top Serzh Sarkisian and other top statedeaths in the final days of the Ottomanmoments in our own history. We rec-
political and spiritual leaders visited officials. Empire, and we grieve for the lives lost ognize and commend the growing num-
the Tsitsernakabert memorial in “Today we bow to the memory and the suffering endured by thoseber of courageous Armenians and
Yerevan on Thursday to mark the 99th of the innocent victims of the Arme- men, women, and children. We are Turks who have already taken this
anniversary of the start of the Arme- nian Genocide,” Sarkisian said in a joined in solemn commemoration by path, and encourage more to do so,
nian Genocide in Ottoman Turkey.  written address to the nation issued onmillions in the United States and acrosswith the backing of their governments,
An incessant stream of mourn- the occasion. the world. In so doing, we remind and mine. And we recall with pride the
ers marched to the hilltop memorial “They were killed simply be- ourselves of our shared commitmenthumanitarian efforts undertaken by the
and laid flowers by its eternal fire cause they were Armenians,” he said.to ensure that such dark chapters ofAmerican Committee for Syrian and
throughout the day in the annual re-“The crime designed minutely and in human history are never again repeatedArmenian Relief, funded by donations
membrance of 1.5 million Armenians advance pursued a clear goal: to take I have consistently stated my from Americans, which saved the lives
massacred during World War 1. possession of the home country, theown view of what occurred in 1915, of countless Armenians and others
As always, the silent procession property and the millennium-old heri- and my view has not changed. A full, from vulnerable communities displaced
began after a prayer service led bytage by exterminating the native peoplefrank, and just acknowledgement of in 1915.
Catholicos Karekin 1, the supreme the facts is in all of our interests. As we honor through remem-
head of the Armenian Apostolic Continuedonpage4 Peoples and nations grow stronger,brance those Armenian lives that were
and build a foundation for a more just unjustly taken in 1915, we are inspired
Armenian Genocide Commemorated and toleran.t futu're, by acknowledging by t'h.e extraordinary cou.rage and grgat
and reckoning with painful elements of resiliency of the Armenian people in
in Istanbul the past. We continue to learn this
lesson in the United States, as we Continued onpage 2

ABDEM: We are Here to Share the Pain of
the Armenian Nation

President Barack Obama

s UNUTMZ
% HDK- HDP SISLI

ISTANBUL -- Members of the Objektifhaber website of Turkey.
Human Rights Association Istanbul The participants in the remem-

ceremony at the city’'s Haydarpasa banner, and after the ceremony, thre
railway station, where more than 600 these carnations into the sea.
Armenian notables and intellectuals On April 23, a candlelight vigil
were gathered on April 24, 1915 to be took place in the Sisli district of Istanbul
sent on death marches. Guests fromto commemorate and honor the vic- YEREVAN (Alisa Gevorgyan, respond to the denial of the Armenian
Armenia and various Armenian tims of the Armenian Genocide. Public Radio of Armenia) -- Members Genocide both in Turkey and around
Diaspora communities took part in the Following the silentvigil, the par- of the European Peace and Democracyhe world. On April 24 at the Genocide
commemorations in Istanbul. ticipants walked through the neighbor- Assembly (Avrupa Baris ve Demokrasi Memorial we should demand from the
Those who gathered at the sta-hood, where ethnic minorities, includ- Meclisi — ABDEM) have visited the Turkish government to recognize the
tion held the photographs of theseing Armenians, Greeks and Jews hadTsitsernakaberd Memorial on April 24 Armenian Genocide and assume the
intellectuals and a banner that read,lived, changing the names of the streetsto pay tribute to the memory of the whole burden of responsibility. We
“We commemorate the victims of the As Armenian music played from loud- Armenian Genocide victims. demand justice for all victims of the
Armenian Genocide,” in Armenian, speakers, the organizers passed out “It's our pain and shame that we
Turkish, and English, reported booklets to passersby. have been silent and have failed to Continued on page 4

ABDEM members hold press conference in Yerevan
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Erdogan’s Condolences Message City of Los Angeles Commemorates
Fails to Acknowledge the Armenian Genocide Armenian Genocide

ANKARA — Turkish Prime Min-  and expect a similar attitude from all
ister Recep Tayyip Erdogan offered on sides.

Wednesday first-ever condolences to The Republic of Turkey will con-
the descendants of the victims of thetinue to approach every idea with dig-
Armenians Genocide representing thenity in line with the universal values of
first such overt comment ever publicly law.

stated by a Turkish leader. Nevertheless, using the events of

In an April 23 statement released 1915 as an excuse for hostility against
in nine languages, including Armenian, Turkey and turning this issue into a
Erdogan said, “The incidents of the matter of political conflict is inadmis-
First World War are our shared pain.” sible.

Erdogan said he hoped “the The incidents of the First World
peoples of an ancient and unique geogWar are our shared pain. To evaluate
raphy, who share similar customs andthis painful period of history through a
manners will be able to talk to each perspective of just memory is a hu-
other about the past with maturity.” mane and scholarly responsibility.

Erdogan added that “we wish Millions of people of all religions
that the Armenians who lost their lives and ethnicities lost their lives in the
in the context of the early 20th century First World War. Having experienced LOS ANGLES, CA -- In com- Krekorian. “As we recognize and re-
rest in peace.” events which had inhumane conse-memoration of the 99th anniversary of member the Genocide, it's important to

But while acknowledging that quences — such as relocation — duringthe Armenian Genocide, the Armenian recognize the victory of the Armenian
April 24 “carries a particular signifi- the First World War, should not pre- Council of America joined about 40 Genocide,” he added.
cance” for the Armenians, Erdogan vent Turks and Armenians from estab- members from various Armenian politi- Representing the Little Armenia
implicitly stood by Ankara’s denial of lishing compassion and mutually hu- cal, cultural and religious organizations community of East Hollywood,

a premeditated government effort to mane attitudes among towards oneforthe annual City of Los Angeles Arme- Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell shared
wipe out the Armenian population of another. nian Genocide commemoration at the his personal experience as a descendant
Ottoman Turkey. He said that many In today’s world, deriving en- City Council chambers in City Hall. of a Native American tribe who were
Turkish, Kurdish and Arab subjects of mity from history and creating new In attendance were representativesuprooted and violently displaced from
the crumbling empire also died during antagonisms are neither acceptable nofrom the office of the Consul General of their native homeland. “We have an
the war. useful for building a common future. Armenia, as well as the Diocese andobligation to do all we can that tragedies

Itis believed to be the firsttime a The spirit of the age necessitatesPrelacy, Armenian Assembly of America, don’t happen again,” said O’'Farrell. “I
Turkish prime minister has offered dialogue despite differences, under-along with ACA Board Members Jirair want to commend the Armenian com-
such explicit condolences. standing by heeding others, evaluatingTossounian and Krikor Moloyan and munity for keeping the memory alive.”

Full text of English translation of means for compromise, denouncingdozens of community leaders, activists, Genocide survivors Joseph and
Erdogan’s statement: hatred, and praising respect and toler-clergymen and philanthropists. Knar Manjikian donated six volumes of

“The 24th of April carries a par- ance. “As a native Angeleno, I'm hon- memoirs from survivors as a part of the
ticular significance for our Armenian With this understanding, we, as ored that the LA City Council pays Genocide Library, whichthey published,
citizens and for all Armenians around the Turkish Republic, have called for tribute to the victims and survivors of to the Los Angeles City Library. Joseph
the world, and provides a valuable the establishment of a joint historical the Armenian Genocide each and everyManjikian shared his experience as a
opportunity to share opinions freely on commission in order to study the eventsyear through these annual ceremonies,’Genocide survivor and reiterated the
a historical matter. of 1915 in a scholarly manner. This said Tossounian. “As we approach theimportance of preventing future geno-

It is indisputable that the last call remains valid. Scholarly research centennial commemoration of the Geno-cides by acknowledging the past.
years of the Ottoman Empire were ato be carried out by Turkish, Armenian cide, I'd like to thank the City of LA for Councilmember Blumenfield ech-
difficult period, full of suffering for and international historians would play their continued efforts in publicizing this oed the sentiments of Councilmember
Turkish, Kurdish, Arab, Armenian and a significant role in shedding light on event as more and more people whoO’Ferrill and talked about his experience
millions of other Ottoman citizens, the events of 1915 and an accuratehave not had the opportunity to learn on a recent trip to Armenia and what a
regardless of their religion or ethnic understanding of history. about the Genocide are educated aboubbig impression it left on him as
origin. It is with this understanding that this tragedy promoting a community Councilmember Paul Koretz spoke

Any conscientious, fair and hu- we have opened our archives to allof peace and humanity.” about the ongoing denial of the Geno-
manistic approach to these issues retesearchers. Today, hundreds of thou- A slide show was presented high- cide stating that there isn't the same
quires an understanding of all the suf-sands of documents in our archiveslighting the survivors of the Genocide anger projected towards Germany be-
ferings endured in this period, without are at the service of historians. who settled in the United States and thecause the next generations have ac-
discriminating as to religion or Looking to the future with confi- relief efforts taken by the U.S., particu- knowledged the Holocaust. “It's hard
ethnicity. dence, Turkey has always supportedlarly in city of Los Angeles to help the for me to understand why Turkey has

Certainly, neither constructing scholarly and comprehensive studiesvictims of the Armenian Genocide. not taken those steps,” said Koretz.
hierarchies of pain nor comparing and for an accurate understanding of his- Among the Near Eastern Relief “It's important to continue to fight to
contrasting suffering carries any mean-tory. The people of Anatolia, who lived efforts discussed was a campaign byhave the Genocide acknowledged by the
ing for those who experienced this together for centuries regardless ofchild actor Jackie Coogan, where he ledentire world, including Turkey so this

T B . e —amnim mn

Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell addressing the Los Angeles City Council

pain themselves. their different ethnic and religious ori- an effort to enlist the children of Ameri- tragedy is not repeated.”
As a Turkish proverb goes, “fire gins, have established common valuescan to help the children of Armenia. Also Encouraging the Armenian com-
burns the place where it falls.” in every field from art to diplomacy, a part of the Near East Relief was themunity to continue educating the pub-

It is a duty of humanity to ac- from state administrationto commerce. Golden Dinner Rule of the entertainment lic about the Genocide, Councilmember
knowledge that Armenians remember Today they continue to have the samecommunity in Hollywood where lavish Jose Huizar thanked those in atten-
the suffering experienced in that pe- ability to create a new future. dinners were skipped in order to raisedance for providing an opportunity to
riod, just like every other citizen of the It is our hope and belief that the funds for the Armenians who were be- teach others about the tragedy as
Ottoman Empire. peoples of an ancient and unique geoging persecuted during the Genocide.Councilmember Nury Martinez an-

In Turkey, expressing different raphy, who share similar customs and“These were all philanthropic efforts to nounced that she is proud to represent
opinions and thoughts freely on the manners will be able to talk to each save a nation ... thanks to the Near Easthe growing Armenian community in
events of 1915 is the requirement of aother about the past with maturity and Relief,” said Councilmember Paul her district in Sun valley.
pluralistic perspective as well as of a to remember together their losses in a
culture of democracy and modernity. decent manner. And it is with this hope President Barack Obama's Annual Statement

Some may perceive this climate and belief that we wish that the Arme-
of freedom in Turkey as an opportu- nians who lost their lives in the context Continued from page 1 perous nation.
nity to express accusatory, offensive of the early twentieth century rest in Today, our thoughts and prayers
and even provocative assertions andpeace, and we convey our condo-the face of such tremendous adversityare with Armenians everywhere, as we
allegations. lences to their grandchildren. and suffering. | applaud the countlessrecall the horror of the Meds Yeghern,

Even so, if this will enable us to Regardless of their ethnic or re- contributions that Armenian-Americans honor the memory of those lost, and
better understand historical issues withligious origins, we pay tribute, with have made to American society, cul- reaffirm our enduring commitment to
their legal aspects and to transformcompassion and respect, to all Otto-ture, and communities. We share athe people of Armenia and to the prin-
resentment to friendship again, it is man citizens who lost their lives in the common commitment to supporting ciple that such atrocities must always be
natural to approach different dis- same period and under similar condi-the Armenian people as they work to remembered if we are to prevent them
courses with empathy and tolerancetions.” build a democratic, peaceful, and pros-from occurring ever again.
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Abrupt Change of Course Suffolk University: Partner in Armenian
By Harut Der-Tavitian The 20th century witnessed our Genocide Denial?
struggle to maintain our Armenianiden- By Heidi Boghosian born in Giresun, a village on the Black
On a personal or communal level tity. We are now losing that struggle. Executive Director of the National Sea, to parents who owned almond
there are two ways of conducting our It's mandatory that the 21st century Lawyer's Guild (NLG) and filbert orchards and were active in
lives: to be aware of our heritage andbe characterized by revitalization and working for protection of the Arme-
strive to build upon it by contributing not just the preservation of that iden- Students at Suffolk University nian minority. Baidzar remembered that

to its growth or by being content with tity. It is high time we realized that Law School have launched an online men would come to their house in the
what we’ve inherited and spend it. The despite the catastrophic impact of thepetition urging the school’s president middle of the night and have secret,
firstis difficult but it's a fulfilling and ~ Genocide on our nation-building, our to withdraw its invitation to Armenian whispered meetings upstairs, because
constructive path, while the second isrich history of several millennia should genocide denier Abraham Foxman tojt was against the law for minorities to
the road to attrition. be deployed for bigger and more posi-speak at their commencement and reassemble. The father of the poet Silva
On the eve of the centennial of tive impetus on our new generations.ceive an honorary degree. Foxman,Gaboudegian was one of those men.
the Genocide of the Armenians, let’s It should also be clear that conveying the Anti-Defamation League director, Many years and many worlds later, an
try and analyze briefly the path we this rich history should not be deliv- drew harsh public criticism in 2007 older cousin would tell my grand-
have taken. If in the first 50 years ered as if were a sermon, but be weavedor opposing a congressional resolu- mother that those men were members
following the Genocide we went intothe younggenerations’lives, help- tion acknowledging the 1915 extermi- of the Armenian Revolutionary Fed-
through a catharsis, the ‘60s witnesseding them build a better future. nation of approximately 1.5 million eration. Baidzar remembered her
the first nationwide commemorations Another worrisome fact is the Armenians. Since the 15th century, mother falling to her knees crying
and the erection of monuments, dedi-continued dominance of clannish men-Armenians had been treated as sechefore two officers, a Turk and a
cated to the victims of Genocide. The tality in our communities. As a result, ond-class citizens under Ottoman rule.German, who came to their home on
period had a profound influence on thewe have created an oligarchic regimeln honoring Foxman, Suffolk Univer- horseback, begging them to spare her
generation that was going through thein Armenia, rather than a democratic sity sends a message that politics argamily. Baidzar later watched her par-
developmental stage of its identity. ~one. The Diaspora is not different more important than acknowledging ents and siblings being slaughtered
The ‘70s reflected Kurken from Armeniain this respect. Because crimes against humanity. before escaping to an orphanage and
Yanikian’s act: the pursuit of our cause of the corrosive clannish mentality, The denial of genocide is an making a treacherous passage to the
through armed struggle and the spearwe have lost our budding talents to integral, and final, part of the geno- United States as a mail order bride.
heading of the Genocide recognition other nations. At a time when a new cidal process, as Genocide Watch Around the world, on April 15,
campaigns around the world. world order is shaping up, rather than founder Gregory Stanton has written. just weeks before Suffolk’s com-
Led by the generation that came maintaining a clannish and ghetto men-Despite a well-documented body of mencement, and 99 years after the
of age in the '60s, the ‘80s were tality which will surely sideline us eyewitness accounts and other evi-mass murders, families with stories
highlighted by the demand for the sepa-from the world stage and into oblivion, dence chronicling the 20th century’s just like my grandmother’s will mark
ration of Nagorno- Karabakh from we have to weave our rich Armenian very first genocide (scholar and law- the day of observance of the genocide.
Azerbaijan and its unification with the heritage into the fabric of humankind yer Raphael Lemkin coined the word April 15 is widely considered to be the
Republic of Armenia. and make it a vital part of overall genocide in 1943 with the extermina- starting date of a systematic and well-
The ‘90s saw the expiry of the humanity.This requires self-awareness tion of the Armenians in mind), the documented plan to eliminate the Ar-
Soviet Union, the subsequentindepen-and self-confidence. Blessed with this Turkish government continues to menians. On that day in 1915, the
dence of Armenia and the liberation of cultural amplitude, our youth should feel mount a campaign of denial through |nterior Minister of the Ottoman Em-
Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh). atease opening to the world and contrib-inaccuratescholarship, propaganda, pire, Talaat Pasha, ordered the arrest
While from the ‘60s to the ‘90s uting to its progress, without fear of aggressive lobbying, and even a lawand hangings of Armenian intellectuals
developments in Armenia had a posi-losing its identity. Just like Mesrob which forbids mention of the word and community leaders in
tive impact on our nation-building, the Mashtots, in the 5th century, when not genocide. In 2005, Nobel Prize win- Constantinople. The killings were grue-
turmoil in the Middle East had a nega- content with inventing the Armenian ner Orhan Pamuk was prosecutedsome and included beheadings of
tive effect on that same process. In thealphabet, he invented the Georgian andor “insulting Turkishness,” as was groups of babies, dismemberments,
past two decades, developments inAlbanian alphabets, thus contributing to Armenian-Turkish journalist Hrant mass burnings and drownings, use of
Armenia have turned negative, too. the advancement of that region. Dink who was subsequently assas-toxic gas, lethal injections of morphine
The most worrisome aspect in To halt the downhill slide, we sinated in 2007 by a young Turkish or with the blood of typhoid fever
Armenia is the depopulation of the have to make an ABRUPT CHANGE nationalist. U.S. political and parti- patients.
country. From the 1920s to the 1980s,0F COURSE. We have to take com- san allegiances with Turkey enable a Although there has been much
the population of Armenia had quin- mand of our nation’s ship which now range of repugnant human rights academic recognition of the Armenian
tupled, encompassing almost half ofis being tossed by destructive waves.transgressions, old and new.
all Armenians in the world. In the past We have to explore new paths and new My grandmother Baidzar was Continued on page 4
twenty years Armenia’s population has visions. We should expect neither
shrunk by 50%. Now only a third miracles nor immediate positive out- Letter to the Editor:

(according to some estimates, only acomes. Rather, we should endeavor to
fourth) of all Armenians resides in create a new vision and a plan, and Is U.S. Senator Edward Markey of Massachusetts truly a

their homeland, while the majority is work consistently and vehemently to- friend of the Armenian American community?
dispersed around the world. It's evi- wardsits realization, in the span of two
dent that Armenia and the Armenian or three generations. Suffolk Law School in Boston athousand others have demanded that

nation are exposed to serious dangers. We should start from within, has invited Markey to speak and re- Suffolk President James McCarthy
The threat of assimilation of this through honest and critical self-explo- ceive an award at its commencementwithdraw his invitation to Foxman.
dispersed majority is also worrisome. ration that will lead to a higher standard on May 17. Their reasons include Foxman’s anti-
If the mystery of Soviet Armenia be- of self- awareness. We should neither The problem is that Senator Armenian bias and his hypocritical
hind the Iron Curtain somewhat abet- be bogged down by formalities, nor Markey will sit alongside Abraham opposition to the U.S. Congress’s Ar-
ted the national preservation efforts, give lip service to anyone. We should Foxman, director of the Armenian menian Genocide Resolution.
the naked reality is that independentexplore and bring to light timeless val- Genocide-denying Anti-Defamation Markey’s sharing the stage with
Armenia has hamstrung Diaspora’s ues from our rich history and show the League. Foxman will address the law Foxman would be an insult to interna-
efforts to inculcate the Armenian iden- young the wealth they have inherited school’s graduates and receive an hontional law. Then again, Markey has
tity among its youth. including values that will help them orary law degree, even though his never criticized Foxman andthe ADL'’s
The victimhood mentality or the become better human beings and betstatement of August 21, 2007 twisted genocide denials. Markey’s commit-
instilling of vengeful feelings in our ter Armenians--just like Anoushavan, the facts of the Armenian Genocide soment to genocide recognition and pre-
youth is not contributing to the preser- some 4,000 years ago, who at the agehat the latter could not legally qualify vention is in serious doubt.
vation of their Armenian identity. On of 12, was mentored to become anas genocide under the official United Senator Markey should tell
the contrary, itis curtailing their healthy individual “strong in deed and eloquent Nations Genocide law of 1948. Suffolk’s president that he will not
progress. Efforts for the international in speech”. We should break away Honoring Foxman makes amock- attend the commencement unless the
recognition of the Genocide of Arme- from cliché and undefined terminolo- ery of the principles for which a law invitation to Foxman is withdrawn. |
nians are no longer helping our “Na- gies such as “Armenian pedagogy”. school should stand. One wonders ifsuggest readers call Markey’s office in
tional Cause” and the process of pro-For what good Armenian education is Suffolk has invited Foxman as revenge Boston (617-565-8519) or Washington,
viding a better future to our youth. if it does not prepare our youth for a against Armenian Americans and oth-DC (202-224-2742), or email him at
Henceforth, Genocide should no longerbetter and secure future, especially iners because the Massachusetthttp://www.markey.senate.gov/contact.
be the top priority on our national this turbulent era of globalization. Governor’s Council recently rejected Please say that sharing the stage with
agenda. It had a dominant impact in We do not lack talented Arme- attorney Joseph Berman — an ADL Abe Foxman is unacceptable.
shaping Armenian identity in the 20th nians. What we lack is a plan to bring National Commissioner —to be a judge. Sincerely,
century, but it has to give way to more The National Lawyers Guild stu- Berge Jololian
constructive factors now. Continuedonpage4 dent chapter at Suffolk University and Watertown, MA



Only a Handful of Survivors Left
as 100™ Anniversary Approaches

AH2: Armenian Genocide survivors Perouz Kalousdian and Azniv Guiragossian,
holding copies of “The National Geographic Magazine on Armenia and Arme-
nians 1915-1919,” and Hasan Cemal’s book “1915: Armenian Genocide.”
By Taleen Babayan pered, “How lucky you are that you
were raised by your mother.”

Azniv Guiragossian sat quietly in Although the words, spoken in
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sentence and her mother’s demise orstayed before leaving for the United
the marches through Der Zor, States where they reunited with her
Guiragossian was kidnapped by a Turk-father, who had fled the Genocide.
ish family until her relatives were able A third survivor who resides at
to find her. Unable to care for her, the Armenian Home is Arsalos Dadir,
however, they placed her and her sis-who was born in 1913 in Shabin
ter in an orphanage in Aleppo. Karahisar. Her father and uncle were
“She never had her mother’s killed by the Young Turks, along with
love,” said Nardone. “She was starv- othersin their village who were all tied
ing for her love.” up and shot. She remembers seeing
“She would always say how hun- hundreds of bodies piled on top of one
gry and cold she was,” added Shahenanother. Her family lost all of their
Through an arranged marriage, wealth and land, but was able to settle
Guiragossian married an Armenian cho-in Constantinople where Dadir married
ral director and teacher who later be-and raised two children, moving to the
came a priest. Following a move to U.S. later in life.
Beirut, the family of six settled in New The New York Armenian Home,
York City in 1950. founded by Sarah Sanossian in 1948,
“My life was very bad,” said has long served as a residence for
Azniv, 99, who was born in Urfa. “I survivors of the Armenian Genocide.
was on the streets. But | stayed strong.”An Armenian-only, private, non-
Perouz Kalousdian is another Ar- funded home for the elderly, led by
menian Genocide survivor who was Executive Director Aggie Ellian, pro-
robbed of a childhood and saw thevide around-the-clock care for resi-
destruction of her family at a young dents in a culturally rich setting. The
age when Turkish soldiers tied all the Armenian Home is the annual setting
males in her family two by two and forthe Armenian Genocide Media Day,
threw them over the Euphrates River.organized by the Knights of Vartan,
“They took my family,” said where local Armenian and non-Arme-

a wheelchair between her daughterArmenian, were made as animpromptuKalousdian, born in 1909 in Harput. nian mediainterview and record survi-
Arpi and son Shahen in the living room remark from a mother to a son, that “They separated us and took themvors accounts and testimonies from
of the New York Armenian Home on a simple phrase portrayed the ache stillaway. | never saw them again.” the Armenian Genocide of 1915.
recent warm spring afternoon in Flush- felt by Armenian Genocide survivor Kalousdian, six years old at the The 99th anniversary commemo-
ing, Queens. Dressed in a patternedGuiragossian, a pain that has lastedime, recalls being carried on her ration of the Armenian Genocide, spon-
blouse and a long black skirt, her tinselalmost a century. mother’'s back during the death sored by the Knights and Daughters of
colored hair tied back in a braid, Azniv Only one year old when she lost marches. Surviving the atrocities on Vartan, will be held in Times Square
turned to her son and graced his cheelboth her parents, her father's deaththe deportations, she and her mothe(43rd St. and Broadway) on Sunday,
with her red painted nails as she whis-resulting from the shock of a death arrived in Aleppo, Syria, where they April 27, from 2-4 p.m.

We are Here to Share the Pain of Abrupt Change of Course
the Armenian Nation .
Continued from page 3 fields of academia and in IT.
Continued from page 1 have become a minority in the country Let’s conclude these thoughts by
over time.

these talents together, to formalize theciting another symbolic step we took
Genocide,” ABDEM members told re- According to the members of the natjonal vision and launch it. What we recently. In 1829, at the age of 20,
porters in Yerevan. Assembly, the nations that suffered|ack is a disposition to overlook our Khachatur Abovian reached the sum-
“We are here to share the pain of from genocide are considered “suspi-self-interests and see the bigger pic-mit of Ararat. Surely this achievement
the Armenian nation and support it in cious foreigners” among the Turkish tyre. What we lack is a unity of pur- must have had a big impact on his
the struggle for justice. Turkey should society. Kurds are seen as a threat tgyose. Let this article be a call for action development, thinking, character, and
face its history and recognize the Ar- the territorial integrity of the Republic jn that direction. We have taken a smallcourse of life. Several years ago we
menian Genocide. Otherwise, the of Turkey, and Alawites are consid- injtial step in that direction by reserv- decided to follow in Abovian’s foot-

democratic perspective of Turkey will ered a “perversion” in Sunni Islam. jng the rights to the name steps.Lastyear, seven ofus,all middle-
never become a reality,” President of There are different reasons for thOSe“Armenian|dentity_com”l Our goal is aged friends, achieved our goal in the

the organization, member of the not complying with the notion of the
Kurdish liberation movement Rozhda “Turkish tribe” to be considered en-
Yuldirim said. emies in the country.

The European Peace and De- “Alawites comprise 1/3 of the 75
mocracy Assembly (ABDEM) was million population of Turkey, about 25
founded in Brussels in 2013. It has thousand Alawites live in the country,
more than one million members in and about 1.5 million live in Europe. We
different countries of the world. Among recognize and condemn the Armenian

them there are Kurds, Greeks, Genocide and demand that Turkey ac-developed into a full-fledged website

Circassians, Alawites, Assyrians and ceptits crime. It should fulfill all require-

Armenians — representatives of the ments Armenians will present as com-
nations subjected to Turkey’s policy pensation,” representatives of Turkey’s
of racist pressure and annihilation that Alawite community Alekbaf Pektash said.

Armenia Mark 99th Anniversary of the Genocide
Continued from page 1 denial” by Turkey, the successor state
to the Ottoman Empire. “We are con-
living there. By this they committed a vinced that the denial of a crime con-
monstrous crime seeking to once andstitutes the direct continuation of that
forever annihilate Armenians as a po-very crime,” he said. “Only recogni-
litical factor.” tion and condemnation can prevent th

“In contrast to the past, we are repeat of such crimes in the future.”
ready to confront such calamities both A delegation of US Congressmen
psychologically and in terms of an visited the Tsitsernakaberd Memorial
organization degree especially in ourto pay tribute to the memory of the
homeland. Nowhere in the world is as Armenian Genocide victims.
safe for an Armenian as it is under the “The reason our delegation is

auspices of his own state,” added thehereistorecognize the Armenian Geno-

cide. We are here for that reason gl?genocide, with the result that most be politically expedient, butitis none-

Armenian leader.

Sarkisian asserted at the sameyears after the tragedy,” Chairman o
time that the Armenian genocide re- the Foreign Affairs Committee of the
mains “alive” because of its “utter House of Represent

e

to create that site and utilize it for the company of six young people in their
dissemination of ideas and the discus-20s. We are hopeful that our collective
sion of issues similar to the ones ex-achievementwill have a similarimpact
pressed above. We have discussedn their development and in shaping
these themes with several academi-their mentality, identity and character.
cians who had expressed readiness t&We also hope this example will encour-
help make our vision a reality. We hope age others to follow suit.

thisidea finds fertile ground and can be

Harut Der-Tavitian can be
with the help of experts in different reached at Harut@excelhye.com

Partner in Armenian Genocide Denial?

unfairly when genocide resolutions are
raised. Continued failure to acknowl-
genocide, this has rarely been fol- edge the genocide in our history books
lowed by governmental recognition. is a disservice not only to survivors of
Turkey swiftly condemned a U.S. Sen- the genocide, but also to those Turks
ate committee resolution adopted onwho tried to stop it then and who face
April 10, 2014 by the Senate Commit- imprisonment today for publicly ac-
tee on Foreign Relations labeling asknowledging the genocide.
genocide the massacre of Armenians Suffolk University should listen
by Ottoman forces and warned Con-to its students. It has the chance to
gress against taking steps that wouldtake a step forward in rectifying de-
tarnish Turkish-American ties. Similar cades of injustice by reversing its de-
resolutions under past presidential ad-cision to honor Abraham Foxman with
ministrations have also failed. an honorary law degree at its 2014
The Turkish people have been commencement. Tolerance of those
taught for decades that there was nowho deny the Armenian genocide may

Continued frompage 3

believe their country is being treated theless morally indefensible.
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The Flatterer
A Comedy in 3 Acts

By: Hagop Baronian

Directed By: Krikor Satamian
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BEEMEFIT CONCERT FOR
‘ SYRIAN ARMENIAN
HRELIEF FUND

APRIL 29TH,

2014 7PM
ALEX THEATRE
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Ticketmichket.com
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