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California State Assembly Recognizes James Warlick Presents Official U.S.
Artsakh Indipendence Government Policy on Karabakh Settlement

WASHINGTON, DC -- Armenia
and Azerbaijan agree on the basic ele
ments of a Nagorno-Karabakh settle-
ment and must now take a final “bold
step” to hammer out a historic peace
deal, the United States said on Wednes
day.

In what he called a “statement of
official U.S. government policy,” James
Warlick, Washington’s chief Karabakh
negotiator, urged the Armenian and
Azerbaijani presidents to meet again
soon and iron out their differences on
a framework peace accord drafted by
the American, Russian and French
mediators. Group’s U.S., Russian and French co-

' “Peace is within reach,” Warlick chairs.
ACA members Krikor Moloyan, Sevak Khatchadorian, Peer Darakjianand Mihran  ggid in a speech at the Washington- The proposed settlement, repeat-

Khatchadorian with NKR Representative Robert Avetisyan and Council Artak Galstyan  pased Carnegie Endowment for Inter- edly modified by the co-chairs in the

atthe State Assembly national Peace. “The sides have comdast few years, would begin with a
SACRAMENTO—The California racy and the right to self-determina- to a point where their positions on the gradual Armenian-withdrawal from
State Assembly, on Thursday, May tion. Yet, until today, California was way forward are not that far apart. Azerbaijani districts surrounding
8th, 2014, passed Assembly Jointlagging behind other States who haveThey have almost reached agreemenKarabakh. The territory would remain
Resolution 32, with a landslide victory passed similar Resolutionsto AJR 32,” on several occasions — most recentlyconnected to Armenia through an over-
of 70 ayes and only 1 no vote, intro- stated Sevak Khatchadorian, Chair ofin 2011.” land corridor. As Warlick put it, “It
duced by Assemblymember Mike Gatto the Armenian Council of America. “The challenge is to find a way must be wide enough to provide se-
(D-Los Angeles), making California “With the passage of AJR 32, Califor- to help the sides take that last, boldcure passage, but it cannot encompass
the most populous governmental en-nia stands by the people of Artsakh, step forward to bridge their remaining the whole of Lachin district.”
tity to recognize Nagorno-Karabakh who advocate democracy based ondifferences,” added the U.S. co-chair The diplomat also reaffirmed that
and calls for the United States to rec-and ideals of freedom and the pursuitof the Minsk Group. Karabakh’s final status, the main stum-
ognize the Nagorno-Karabakh Repub-of happiness.” Warlick insisted that both Presi- bling block, would eventually be deter-
lic as a sovereign state, invoking strong Along with the primary author, dentsllham Aliyev and Serzh Sarkisian mined through a “mutually agreed and
language from the United States’ own Assemblymember Gatto, AJR 32 waslargely accept the mediators’ Basic legally binding expression of will,”
history regarding the rights of the co-authored by Assemblymembers; Principles of resolving the Karabakh presumably a referendum in Karabakh.
people to “self-determination and demo- Katcho Achadjian (R-San Luis Obispo), conflict as a blueprint for peace. “Both The conflicting parties have un-
cratic independence.” Raul Bocanegra (D-Pacoima), Cheryl agree that the series of documentstil now disagreed on practical modali-
“It has been my privilege towork R. Brown (D-San Bernardino), lan negotiated over the past several yeargsies of such a vote as well as time
with the leaders of the local Armenian Calderon (D-Whittier) , Matt Dababneh contains the outlines of a deal,” he frames for the return of the Armenian-
American community and their out- (D-Encino), Brian Nestande (R-Palm said, listing the key elements of the

standing representatives on this Reso-Desert), Kristin Olsen (R-Modesto), peace proposals made by the Minsk Continued on page 4
lution and | am proud to announce thatand Jim Patterson (R-Fresno).
it has passed on the Assembly Floor,” California has become the fifth Turkish FM Davutoglu Calls
said Assemblymember Gatto. U.S. state — after Rhode Island, Mas- . . .
“As Californians, we have al- sachusetts, Maine and Louisiana — to for Turkish-Armenian Dialogue

ways been proud of our State’s recordrecognize the independence of

reinforcing the principles of democ- Nagorno-Karabakh. Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet

Davutoglu on Friday paid tribute to
“untold” contributions of Armenians

Iranian Leaders Call for Expansion of to the Ottoman Empire, again acknow!-
. . . . . edged their “inhuman” suffering in
Historical TICS With Armenia 1915 and renewed his government’s

calls for ajoint Turkish-Armenian study

TEHRAN — Iran’s top political been long-lasting and quite cordial,” of their mass extermination.
leaders praised their country’s warm another Iranian news agency, Mehr, In an op-ed article published in
relationship with neighboring Armenia quoted Zarif as saying at a joint newsthe London daily “The Guardian,”
and called for it expansion on Monday conference with his Armenian coun- Davutoglu said Turkish Prime Minis-
as they met with the visiting Armenian terpart. “Our countries have arelation- ter Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s unprec-
Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian. ship based on mutual respect and naedented condolences extended to thq

Nalbandian met with Iranian tional interests and take similar posi- descendants of 1.5 million Armenians
President Hassan Rouhani, parliamentions on the international stage.” massacred by the Ottoman Turks rep
speaker Ali Larijani and Foreign Minis- “We discussed political, parlia- resent a unique chance for such a
ter Mohammad Javad Zarif in Tehran mentary, cultural, and economic rela- dialogue. But he gave no indication thatvalue to the empire's development
for talks that focused on bilateral eco- tions and possible ways to expand tiesAnkara is prepared to recognize thethroughout cycles of war and peace.
nomic ties and regional security. They in transportation, energy, and bankingmass killings as genocide. “The influence of Ottoman Ar-
also discussed the continuing crises insectors,” said the chief Iranian diplo- “Relations between Turks and menians in intellectual and artistic
Ukraine and Syria. mat. He stressed the significance of Armenians date back centuries,” wrote circles cannot be overstated ... Edgar

“President Rouhani described those ties to Tehran. Davutoglu. “As the Ottoman empire Manas, another Armenian, was one of
Tehran-Yerevan relations as historical Nalbandian-lran-FMArmenia’s expanded, Turks and Armenians inter-the composers of the Turkish national
and cultural and stressed that the twoForeign Minister praised Iran for bal- acted in a multitude of ways. Arme- anthem.
countries have a good potential for theanced and moderate stance on Nagornonians were among the best integrated “Ottoman architecture of the
expansion of their cooperation,” re- Karabakh conflict during the joint press communities in terms of enriching the 19th century was marked by works
ported the official IRNA news agency. social, cultural, economic and political

“Ourrelations with Armenia have Continuedonpage4 life of the empire, and added untold Continued onpage 4
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Pope Francis to Catholicos Karekin II: Tufts University Roundtable:
Blood of Martyrs is Seed of Unity Karabakh Must Fully Participate in Talks

VATICAN CITY -
- Pope Francis receiv
His Holiness Karekin Il
Supreme Patriarch a
Catholicos of All Arme
nians, on Thursday att
Vatican. The Catholico
is in Rome on a thre
day visit that conclud
on May 9. In remark
prepared for the occ
sion, Pope Francis r
called Pope St. John P
II's 2001 visit to Arme
nia, and the many oth
visits the Catholicos h
made to Rome and to t
Popesinthe Vatican, e

MEDFORD, MA -- Robert Meeting participants exchanged
Avetisyan, Nagorno-Karabakh Repub- opinion on political, legal and humanitar-
lic (NKR) Permanent Representative jan aspects of the conflict between

tothe US, participated in the roundtable Azerbaijan and Nagorno Karabakh, as
discussion on Azerbaijan-Karabakh con-well as various geopolitical regional de-

3 flict, which took place at Tufts velopments.
£ University’s Fletcher School of Law In his comments, Robert Avetisyan
' and Diplomacy, organized by studentsstressed the importance of a compre-
of the university’s Tavitian Scholars hensive and constructive negotiation pro-
Program Class of 2014. cess, restoration of NKR'’s full partici-
Prof. Michael Glennon, Prof. Alan pation, and implementation of confi-
Henrikson, Prof. Ruben Shugaryan, asdence-building measures between the
well as regional experts and studentsconflicting sides.
‘T from the Fletcher School and other Robert Avetisyan also offered
universities attended the event calledideas on reinforcement of the ceasefire
«In Pursuit of Peace». The event wasregime, and intensification of effec-
dedicated to the 20th anniversary oftive negotiations towards peaceful
signing ceasefire between Nagornoresolution of the conflict with

pecially his 2008 visitto Pope Benedict not be forgotten.” Karabakh, Azerbaijan and Armenia.  Azerbaijan.
XVI and his participation in the inau- Pope Francis went on to say that
guration of Pope Francis’ own pontifi- the suffering endured by Christians in Donations from the Armenian Diaspora
cate. recent decades has brought a unique .
The Holy Father wentontorecall and inestimable contribution also to Clear Norashenik of Cluster Bombs
Catholicos Karekin IlI's participation the cause of Christian unity.
in the Jubilee year commemoration of Generous contri
the Witnesses to the Faith of the 20th “As in the ancient Church, the Putionsfrom Armenia
century. blood of the martyrs became the seed"Mericans allowed fo

“In truth,” said Pope Francis, of new Christians,” said Pope Francis, (h€ cleéarance of clust
“the number of disciples who shed “so in our day the blood of many Pombs, and all dange
their blood for Christ in the tragic Christians has become the seed ofPUS EXP|OS|_VE Items
events of the last century is certainly unity.” The Pope continued, saying, {"0m the village of
superior to that of the martyrs of the “The ecumenism of suffering and the Norashenik in thg
first centuries, and in this martyrology, ecumenism of martyrdom, the Kashatagh/Lachin re
the children of the Armenian nation ecumenism of blood is a powerful call 910N of Artsakh in Oc; e
have a place of honor.” Pope Francisto journey along the road of reconcili- toPer of 2013. Previfj
went on to say, “The mystery of the ation among the Churches, with deci- ©Us!y, father Virak
Cross, Holiness, so dear to the memorysion and with trusting abandonment to ShaPoian was afraid
of your people, represented in the the action of the Spirit.” Pope Francis |€t his children play i
splendid stone crosses that adorn evsaid, “We feel the duty to go down this € garden. I definitel
ery corner of your land, has been livedroad of fraternity, also because of the @ve 0 say thank youyirap's house in the background
by countless of your children as a debt of gratitude we owe to the suffer- 10 all the people who _
direct participation in the chalice of the ing of our brothers, which has become €NSure the safety of my children, butvolunteered to help the HALO Trust
Passion.” “Their testimony,” he con- salvific because it has been united to@/S0 other children in this region. | am clear all remaining landmines, cluster

tinued, “at once high and tragic, must the passion of Christ.” very glad that there are people whobombs and unexploded
give money to this type of charity”, ordnance (UXO) from Artsakh. The

MEP Deleoation: says Virab. mission is to generate awareness about
g . Avideo news report produced by |andmine problems in Artsakh and to
International Community Should Recognize  Artsakh Television highlights the suc- help fundraise to completely de-mine
cess story of Norashenik: all villages. These villages are in the
Independence of Nagorno-Karabakh $11,000 was donated to the Lachin, Hadrut and Martuni regions

HALO Trust, the world’s oldest and where no international government
largest mine clearance charity, to al-grants and funds have been secured.
YEREVAN —Af- 7 = low for complete clearance in the vil- Without private funding these
ter a visit to the Re ey | 1 1\ lage last October. In total 12 cluster minefields might never be cleared.
public of Nagorno C GG G bombs and 28 other items of Unfortunately, there have been
Karabakh the Deput N\ f unexploded ordnance were found andtwo recent accidents in February of
of the European Pa destroyed in the village to make safe2014. On February I'3 Robert
liament Inaki ; over 370 acres of land. Virab’s chil- Abraamyan’s tractor initiated an anti-
Razabalbeitis = : _ dren can now play in safety, he canpersonnel mine while working on the
Fernandez and t ; cultivate the land and the entire village side of the road from Drmbon to
member of the Parli of 105 is no longer in danger. The areaAlashan. On February 21 Norik
ment of Spain Joh can be used for grazing cattle, forag-Abalyan was killed when his horse
Ifarritu Garcia hav ing for berries and mushrooms, hunt- stepped on an anti-tank mine near
changed their opinio ing and collecting firewood without Marzilu village, Martuni region. He

Z?tiakh\/iew abou the fear of death or serious injury.  was 50 years old and father of two

f WW Norashenik Village was hit by a children.
Fe_rnandez,bornl cluster bomb strike during the war. The group’s next projectis clear-
Donostia, Basque Coun- The 1992-94 conflict between Arme- ing a minefield in Karegah Village,

try, is a champion of Basque Country’s problem was settled soon and the in-pja and Azerbaijan left behind hun- again in Kashatagh/Lachin Region only
independence. “We visited Nagorno- ternational community recognized greds of minefields and cluster bomb five miles from the Armenian border.
Karabakh a few days ago and expec_te_qKosovo],the Nagorno-Karabakh prob- strikes. Though fighting ceased 20 where landmines have injured people
to see tanks and armed people. Butitidem must be resolved, in a peacefulyears ago, the people of Nagornoand animals and prevent use of the
a fully democratic state, which is seek-way and on the basis of three prin- karabakh continue to suffer. In fact, jand. Thanks to the generous donors
ing to acquire new values. | will take ciples of international law,” he said.  Karabakh has one of the worlds high-from the United States and Canada
thg image of the country along,” he The MEP promised their step gst per capita mine casualty rates — or$35,000 required funding has been
said at a press conference held aforward will be to raise the Nagorno- a par with Afghanistan and surpassingsecured and clearance is scheduled to
Armenpress hall. Karabakh problem in the European cambodia. begin in May 2014.

Garcia, who was born in Basque Parliament. Landmine Free Artsakh is agroup W e b s i t e

Country as well, noted that the Euro- “I consider the principles of of concerned Armenians who have www.LandmineFreeArtsakh.com
pean Union should be more active andpeoples’ self-determination important.

be involved in the peace process to-And we struggled for self-determina- people and we are not afraid of black think it is the most important demo-
gether with Nagorno-Karabakh. tion in our country. We are going to do lists. Self-determination is important cratic right,” Inaki Razabalbeitia
“Similarly to Kosovo, when the the same for the Nagorno-Karabakhfor all the peoples of the world as we Fernandez said
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SARF HyeAID3 Proceeds Raises
Total Contributions to Syrian Armenians

Massis Weekly 3

Professor Richard Hovannisian in
Intercontinental Presentations

to $900,000 : m

GLENDALE —
The most recent Syri
Armenian Relief Fung
(SARF) HyeAID 3 con
cert at the Alex Theat
in Glendale, California
was held on April 29
2014, and raised o
more $100,000 for Sy
ian Armenians. SARF ha
sentthe earlier $100,0(
to help the Armenian
who were displaced fro
their ancestral homes | =
Kessab, within days d@
the attack on March 21 UCLA—Professor Richard G. Chahinianwas in charge of organizing
This concer Hovannisian, Past Holder of the AEF the program, which was attended by
started with medley of Aram (ARSCEB),LenaBozoyan(ARSWest- Chair in Modern Armenian History at all segments of the Armenian commu-
Khachatourian’s music, with Armen ernUSA), Avedik Izmirlian (ARF CC), UCLA, continues on an active speak- nity. Honorary Consul of the Republic
Aharonian on the piano, accompaniedKrekor Karaguezian (AGBU), Gabriel ing schedule. During the Remember-of Armenia, Mrs. Hilda Diruhy
by his orchestra. Artist-broadcast jour- Moloyan (SDHP), Hagop Nazarian ing for the Future Scholars Confer- Burmaian, tendered a luncheon in Pro-
nalist Nune Avetisyan opened up the (ADLP), and Esther Tognozzi (Kessab ence at the American Jewish Univer- fessor Hovannisian’s honor, attended
concert by reciting poetry by Vahan Educational Association of LA) at- sity in Los Angeles, March 8-11, he by the Vice Rector of the University of
Tekeyan “Gantsrevé Dghas” (My son tended the event. The concert wasdelivered the keynote address, “WhatSao Paulo, Dr. Vahan Agopyan, and
it's raining — in reference to crying). sponsored by many generous donorsHave We Learned”, regarding a cen-several community leaders.
She also made opening remarks thankincluding the general sponsor Onnik tury of genocide. He was again fea- Other speaking engagements dur-
ing the audience for supporting SARF Mehrabian of Glendale KIA and his tured with Dr. Stephen Smith, Direc- ing the first quarter of 2014 included
and the volunteer artists, by their at- family. tor of the Shoah Foundation, and Con-presentations at the Church of the
tendance, and quoted poet Barouyr The program continued with al- ference Chairman Dr. Michael Holy Translatorsin Framingham, Mas-
Sevag to show the determination of theternating performances of songs, in-Berenbaum in a public evening pro- sachusetts, in January, a Tribute to
Armenian people throughout history strumental music and dance, with agram in which he focused specifically Armen Aroyan at the Ararat-Eskijian
with “We exist, we shall prevail and dash of poetry. Aline Aroustamian, on the Armenian Genocide. Other Ar- Museum, together with talks at the
multiply.” Gagik Badalyan, Ani Christy, Harut menian participants in the conferenceAGBU in Chicago, and St. Kevork
ZavenKhanijian- Hagopian, Harout Jeghelian, Arthur were scholars Ishkhan Cheftjian (Ger- Armenian Church in Houston in Feb-
RoyalGorStudioSARF Executive Com- Madoyan, Salpy Mailyan, Heibert many), H. Richard Dekmejian (USC), ruary, and presentations at Chapman
mittee chairperson Zaven Khanjian Sarian, and Samuel Sahakyan sangKhachatur Gasparyan (Yerevan), SonauUniversity and the Scholars Confer-
addressed the audience with an inspirHarout Pamboukjian played the guitar Haroutyunian (Venice), Marc ence in March. Professor
ing message that reaffirmed the endur-and sang; Ruben Harutunian accompaMamigonian (NAASR), Arda Hovannisian’s April schedule began
ing quality of the Armenian people niedthe Karavan Studio dancers on theMelkonian (UCLA), Doris Melkonian with a program sponsored by the Ar-
despite the Genocide and the hemor-duduk; the Dynamic Duo performed; (UCLA), Garapet Moumjian, Rubina menian National Committee of Rhode
rhaging of the Armenians in Syria, the and the Hamazkayin Ani Dance Com- Peroomian (UCLA), and Vahram Island, and, following his presenta-
struggle to make sense of what ispany and Hamazkayin Barouyr SevagShemmassian (CSU, Northridge). tions in Brazil and Argentina, ended the
going on, the plea to continue assis-“Nairi” Dance Group performed sev- From April 5 to 12, Professor month with power point presentations
tance, and a message to seek truth andral elaborate dance numbers. Hovannisian was in South America to at California State University, Fresno,
justice. Khanjian noted, “What'’s hap- Poet Gailag’s (Panosian) lyrics give the keynote address in Buenoson April 25, and at the Ararat-Eskijian
pening in Syria is the latest chapter ofdedicated to Kessab “Geh Lsvin Aires at a three-day international con- Museum on April 27 in programs fea-
the annihilation of our race that started Voghper” were read by Nune Avetisyan. ference on the Armenian Genocide, turing Armenian Kesaria/Kayseri and
with the heinous crime of the Young In honor of renowned composer organized by the Universidat Nacional Cappadocia, the twelfth volume in the
Turks in the Ottoman Empire a cen- Konstantine Orbelyan (1928-2014) de de Febrero, the Centro de EtudiosUCLA series on Historic Armenian Cit-
tury ago. This time, not only under the who had passed away recently, Armensobre Genocidio, and the Fundacionijes and Province.
watchful eyes of the world, but the Aharonian played one of his composi- Memoria del Genocidio Armenio. The In May, Hovannisian returns to
directinvolvement and encouragementtions on the piano. primary organizers of the conference Chapman University for two talks, and
of some... | have often found myself Since Kessab is one of the lastwere Mr. Juan Carlos Tufekjian and then on May 9 will speak in Brussels,
weak and desperate, which has led meemnants of the Armenian Kingdom of Dr. Nelida Boulgourdjian. Participants on May 10 in the historic Armenian
to search the word of God for hope Cilica, the closing song was “Giligia” were from Argentina, Armenia, Brazil, church of Amsterdam, and on May 11
and consolation. Jesus said, “If you first sung by Arthur Hagopian, who Canada, France, Mexico, Sweden,in the community center of Almelo in
hold to my teachings, you are really started with an English version, before Switzerland, Turkey, and the United the Netherlands. From May 13-16, he
my disciples, Then you will know the the rest of the singers joined him to singStates. The Conference, which waswill be in Beirut to deliver the keynote
truth, and the truth will set you free” the rest of the verses in original Arme- addressed by the Rector of the Univer-address at an international conference
(John, Chapter 8, verses 31-32). Therenian version by Nahabed Rousinian.  sity, a Supreme Court Justice, andorganized by Professor Antranig
is no doubt that we should be vigilant Closing remarks were made by other officials, received broad atten- Dakessian of the Armenian Diaspora
in the pursuit of justice.” Ara Aroyan, vice-chairperson of the tion in academic and civic circles. program of Haigazian University on
Concluding his remarks, Khanjian SARF Executive Committee, who ap- Ambassador Vahagn Melikian and Con-the past and present of the Lebanese
added, “At this gathering of solidarity plauded Louise Mardirossian Gill's sul Ester Mkrtumyan hosted foreign Armenian Community. Richard
with our brethren in the mother Arme- “vision, persistence and persuasion”guests at a reception in the ArmenianHovannisian then returns directly to
nian Diaspora community of Syria, let as co-chairperson of the HyeAID3 or- Embassy. Chicago on May 17 in time for the
us use our knowledge of the truth in ganizing committee and handed her a Priortotraveling to Buenos Aires, Hairenik Association’s launching of its
our struggle to bring peace and har-plague from SARF. The participating Hovannisian was in Sao Paulo, Brazil, E-Book series. Concluding his Spring
mony to ourselves and to the troubledartists were handed special congres-at the invitation of the Armenian Gen- schedule, Hovannisian will be the guest
region and life and resurrection to its sional certificates of appreciation from eral Benevolent Union to give a com- speaker on June 14 at the Armenian
unjustifiably crucified communities.” Congressman Adam Schiff (28th Dis- munity lecture and meet with students Museum and Library in Watertown,
Among the audience were the trict) and certificates of recognition and civic figures. Mr. Stepan Hrair Massachusetts.
representatives of the SARF-organiza-from California Assemblymember Mike
tions, including Archbishops Hovnan Gatto (43rd District). the lyrics and dances from “Adana” to Those who have family members
Derderian and Mousheg Mardirossian, The program was accomplished “Yeraz Im Yergir” allowed the audience caught in the middle of the conflict in
Very Rev. Fr. Andon Atamian, and with alarge crew of volunteers and the to feel a range of feelings from sorrow to Syria are sacrificing whatever they
Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian. In addition program execution relied on the tech- joy. The audience members made theircan to financially support them; itis up
to other local clergy, Very Rev. Fr. nical skills of the production crew feelings known with their applause andto the rest of the public to do its part to
Tatoul Anoushian of the Armenian Pa- including Edgar Nikolian, Neptune Pro- one audience member who lost a familylet those effected by the calamity in
triarchate was attending from Istanbul, ductions and Val Hovanissian. member to the fighting in Kessab said, Syria to know that “We are still here”
Turkey. Additionally, Ani Keshishian The varied styles and subjects of “They sang, we cried.” as Zaven Khanjian said.
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Comedic Armenian Play
“Where Is Your Groom? (Pesad Oor Eh)”

Marks West Coast Debut in Pasadena

PASADENA — In one particular ties, including Australia, United States,
scene of “Where Is Your Groom? (PesadTurkey, Iraq and Lebanon, have forged
Oor Eh),” the matriarch of the Keshishian new friendships during the year long
family tells her daughter she needs torehearsals and performances.
marry an Armenian, “for the sake of our “The opportunity to be involved
humanity!” While the words, layered in a comedy around every day Arme- |
with sweet guilt, seem dramatic, it's a nian cultural dynamics was something
familiar phrase that has floated aroundthatreally appealed to me at first,” said
many Armenian homes in the Diaspora, Edwin Baghdasaryan, a native of Aus-
prompting parents to ask their daughtertralia who is an international tax ac-
— where is your groom? countant with PricewaterhouseCoopers

The cast of “Where Is Your in New York. “But throughout this
Groom? (Pesad Oor Eh)” is ready to extraordinary journey, we have had a
bring their comedic spin to this com- chance to develop deep friendshipsEh)” believes in social responsibility able to do both.”

monly heard question to South Pasa-across the group.” and have donated proceeds from each “This play is raw, funny and
dena High School on Sunday, May 18, The play, following three suc- show to noteworthy organizations ben- truthful,” said Aleen Vartkessian, who
2014 at 4 p.m. cessful performances on the Eastefitingthe Armenian people, including plays the role of Mayreni who attempts

Throughout this culturally rel- Coast, from its debut at New York Friends of Warm Hearth, an Armenia- to set her son up with Lara. “I can see
evant play, the American born daugh- City’s Players Theatre to stops in based organization that provides hous-everyone from my young cousin laugh-
ter of Armenian parents finds herself Oradell, New Jersey and Watertown, ing and care for orphans with disabili- ing as hard as my grandmother.”
set up on dates with everyone rangingMassachusetts, was born out of con-ties, Sponsor a Teacher Program, “Where Is Your Groom? (Pesad
from a childhood friend from Hye versations by the writer with friends which provides salaries for teachers inOor Eh)” will take place on Sunday,
Tbrotz to the priest’s relative to some- about the responsibilities that comeremote areas of Armenia, and to theMay 18 at4 p.m. atthe South Pasadena
one Medz Mayrig found on Facebook— with being a Diasporan Armenian and Armenians suffering in Syria through High School Performing Arts Audito-
all in a parents’ vain attempt for their reconciling the inherent desire to con- the Armenian Relief Society. rium, located at 1401 Fremont Avenue
daughter, Lara, to marry an Armenian, tinue the Armenian lineage, while find- “As Diasporan Armenians, we in South Pasadena.
blissfully unaware of their daughter’s ing a suitable partner in the melting pot understand the importance of not only Tickets can be purchased at http:/
thoughts and preferences. of many Diasporan communities. preserving our cultural heritage but /www.itsmyseat.com/events/

“The characters are archetypes “Since birth our parents have aiding our homeland as well,” said 797306.htmlor by calling 2016933453.
of the overbearing, loving, irrational, instilled in us to have pride in being Babayan. “Through this play, we are www.whereisyourgroom.com.
complicated, and human Armenians Armenian and have passed on that
we all know and love,” said Raffi distinct duty to us,” said Babayan, a
Wartanian, an actor and musician whojournalist. “This is our group’s way of
is a graduate student at Columbiacontributing to our cultural fabric and
University’s School of International showcasing that while we are sprea

Iranian Leaders Call for Expansion of Ties

gContinued frompage 1 become aregion of peace and friendship
and the Islamic Republic has spared no

and Public Affairs. across the globe, within us lies an : :
IMG 8182Written and directed undeniable fiber of our heritage.” conference with his Iranian counterpart. €ffort to this end and is ready to play a
by Taleen Babayan, the play’s storyline That pride translates to the stage, The Armenian foreign minister Stronger role in the establishment of

has resonated with thousands of audithrough the cast's portrayal of an im- reiterated that during his talks with peace and stability in the region,” Zarif
ence members who have connectedoortant social issue in the Armenian Zarifthey have discussed achievementduring th_e JOl_”t press co_nference. _
with the endearing characters. Diaspora, delivered an in an entertain-of a peaceful solution to the Nagorno- Zarif said that he discussed with
“You have the arrogant hot shot ing and lively manner, appealing to all Karabakh dispute, Fars agency re-Nalbandian dlffe_ren,t I.SSUGS pertal_nlng
young guy whose cologne use mightgenerations. The group has managedorted. to the two countries’ bilateral relations
only be matched by the size of his ego.to maintain theirindependence through Javad Zarif, in turn, announced in political, economic, parliamentary

You have the parents convinced thatthe support of ticket sales for their Tehran’'s preparedness to play a stron-and cultural fields, and expressed hope
cultural preservation happens prima- performances. ger role in the region to establish peacethat Tehran and Yerevan would wit-

rily through procreation,” said “It is no secret that Armenian and stability, Fars News reports. ness expansion of ties in all these
Wartanian, who plays the role of the arts have suffered in their support over “Iran hopes that our region will areas.

Der Hayr, who is also called upon to the years,” said Wartanian. “It's my
find Lara a “pesa.” “The characters hope that this play and the many  Davutoglu Calls for Turkish-Armenian Dialogue

are true to the universal experience ofprojects promulgated by today’s Ar- ) . _

Armenians in the Diaspora who con- menian artists enjoy the financial and Continued from page 1 Armenian narratives not come closer

sciously or unconsciously imbibe pre- moral support of audiences near and o together, could a ‘just memory’ not

determined roles that reckon with time- far of our global village.” comm|SS|_oned by_the Ottoman sultansemerge?” he said. “Believing this can

less questions of identity, preserva- Aside from performing an enter- {0 Armenian architects, most notably happen, Turkey proposed a joint com-

tion, displacement, and choreg.” taining and energetic show for audi- builders of the Balyan family. Well mission composed of Turkish and Ar-
The 16 cast members, who rep- ence members, the cast and crew oknown landmarks of Istanbul, such asmenian historians to study the events

resent various Diasporan communi- “Where Is Your Groom? (Pesad Oor the imperial palaces of Dolmabahge of 1915. The findings of the commis-
and Beylerbeyi, are attributed to the sion, if established, would bring about

Official U.S. Government Policy on Karabakh Balyans, as are several significanta better understanding of this tragic
mosques along the Bosphorus. “ period and hopefully help to normalize

Continued from page 1 and Russia share a common commit- “One of my predecessors, our relationship.”
mentto peace and security in Nagorno-Gabriel Noradunkyan, served as for- The creation of such a body was

controlled districts around Karabakh. Karabakh,” he said in remarks postedeign minister of the Ottoman Empire envisaged by Turkish-Armenian nor-
“The United States has pressedon the websites of the U.S. embassiedrom 1912-13 and was a prominent malization protocols which Davutoglu
both leaders to meet again soon andn Baku and Yerevan. Armenian figure in international af- signed with his Armenian counterpart
take advantage of this window of op- Warlick revealed in that regard fairs,” stressed Davutoglu. Edward Nalbandian in 2009. Ankara
portunity when peace is possible,” that he and the fellow co-chairs from Ottoman Armenians, continued makes their ratification by Turkey’s
Warlick said. He cited no possible Russia and France plan to again visitDavutoglu, “suffered greatly” during parliament conditional on the resolu-
dates for the next Armenian-Azerbaijani the conflict zone next week. World War I. “The consequences of tion of the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
summit. The diplomat addressed the U.S.the relocation of the large part of the flict. Erdogan reaffirmed this precon-
The envoy further indicated that think-tank a week after being accusedArmenian community are unaccept- dition, rejected by Yerevan, during a
the U.S. intends to continue to work by Azerbaijan of pro-Armenian bias. A able and inhuman,” he said, underlin- recent visit to Azerbaijan.
with Russia in trying to broker senior Azerbaijani official said that ing a softening of the decades-long Davutoglu said that Ankara now
Karabakh peace despite Moscow’s Baku will demand Warlick's replace- Turkish policy of genocide denial. sees an “opportunity to recapture the
deepening confrontation with the West ment because he has been “deliberately Butlike Erdogan, the chief Turk- engagement and conciliation that
resulting from the crisis in Ukraine. taking steps aimed at satisfying theish diplomat seemed to equate that toeluded us in 2009.” “The [April 23]
“We intend to continue working through interests of the Armenian side andthe wartime displacement and deathsstatement by Prime Minister Erdogan
the Minsk Group as the primary chan- promoting separatism.” Armenian and of many Ottoman Muslims which he is an unprecedented and courageous
nel for resolving this conflict. To- Karabakh officials dismissed these al-said are still not recognized by the step taken in this direction,” he wrote
gether with France, the United Stateslegations. outside world. “Could Turkish and in “The Guardian.”
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