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Rep. Schiff Votes in Support of Armenia’s
Amendments on Syria at OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly in Baku

BAKU — Ata parliamentary meet- participating States to prevent the useMinister Ahmet Davutoglu says that

ing of the Organization for Security of their territories by terrorist and

and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), fundamentalist groups for cross-bor-

Armenia’s representative offered two der attacks against civilian popula-
amendments to the Resolution on Po-tions, including religious and ethnic
litical Affairs and Security to protect minorities in Syria.”

religious communities in Syria. The Rep. Schiff voted in favor of

first adds language to a section callingboth amendments, which seek to pro-

for a solution to the crisis in Syria to tect historic Christian communities in

ensure that not only ethnic groups —Syria. The second amendment is aRecep Tayyip Erdogan’s recent state-
but religious ones as well — would be reaction to attacks and ethnic cleans-ment on the “Armenian Issue” as an

given equal protection in the establish-ing in towns like Kessab, which has
ment of a democratic state. Armenia’s been emptied of its Armenian inhabit-
second amendment would amend the

same section and “Calls upon OSCE Continued on page 3

House Foreign Affairs Committee
Passes Turkey Christian Churches
Accountability Act

WASHINGTON, DC - The
House Foreign Affairs Committee
(HFAC), on Thursday, adopted H.R.
4347, the , reported the Armenian
Assembly of America (Assembly). The
legislation was approved by voice vote,
with amendments.

Introduced by HFAC Chairman
Ed Royce (R-CA) and Ranking Mem-
ber Eliot Engel (D-NY) in March, H.R.
4347 requires that the Secretary of
State, on an annual basis, “submit to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of ™ _,_n.r::.__j
the House of Representatives and the *:‘:m__:;;_ .
Committee on Foreign Relations of the i

Senate areport on the status and returiy=ac chairman Ed Royce (R-CA)
of stolen, confiscated, or otherwise

unreturned Christian churches, placesunreturned. There is even legislation is what happened in Turkey,” famous
of Worship, and other properties in or before the Turkish Parliament to con-

from the Republic of Turkey and in Vert the landmark Hagia Sophia in

northern Cyprus,” until the year 2021, Istanbul from a museum to a mosque.day. He has arrived in Armenia to
“I have long been concerned that The U.S. must hold Turkish leaders to participate in the presentation of the

Christian heritage sites in Turkey have their promises. By passing this legisla- Turkish edition of the *Armenian Geno-
the U.S. sends a message tccide in Ottoman Turkey: Testimonies

been deteriorating and disappearing intion,
the face of hostile government poli- Turkey that it must return church
cies,” Chairman Royce said. “Despite Properties to their rightful owners,
optimistic claims by Turkish leaders, a
majority of religious properties remain

Ex-PM Sarkisian Appointed
Armenia’s Ambassador to U.S.

YEREVAN — Former Prime Min-
ister Tigran Sarkisian was appointed
as Armenia’s ambassador to the United
States on Thursday nearly three months
after his surprise resignation.

Sarkisian stepped down on April
3, just two days after the country’s
four leading opposition parties an-
nounced plans to hold nonstop rallies
in Yerevan in support of their parlia-
mentary motion of censure against his
cabinet.

Opposition leaders said President
Serzh Sarkisian (no relation) forced
the premier to step down in order to Party of Armenia (HHK) denied that.
stave off protests that would have But neither they nor Tigran Sarkisian
threatened his hold on power. Repre-
sentatives of the ruling Republican

Continuedon page 4

Continuedon page 3

Davutoglu Expects‘Bold Steps’
by Armenia and Diaspora to Begin ‘New Era’

ISTANBUL -- Turkish Foreign

the relations between Ankara and
Yerevan might enter into a ‘new era’ if
Armenian Diaspora decides to take
‘bold steps’ similar to one Ankara has
taken.

In an article published by the
Hurriyet Daily News the top Turkish
diplomat describes Prime Minister

example of such a bold step.
Erdogan issued Turkey’s first-
ever statement offering condolences "
to the descendants of slain OttomanTyrkish Foreign Minister
Armenians in April, just a day before AnmetDavutoglu
the traditional 99th anniversary of the
mass killings at the hands of the Otto-dolence message on 23 April 2014 is a
man Empire during World War |. The bold stepinthis direction. I believe that
statement highlighted the “shared pain” Armenia and the Armenian diaspora
endured during the 1915 events andwill take similar bold steps and that
expressed condolences on behalf ofTurkish-Armenian relations will enter
the Turkish state to the grandchildrena new era. Erdogan’s message of con-
of Armenians who lost their lives “in dolence should not be seen as a
the context of the early 20th century.” conjunctural step. It should be seen as
“Open and continuous dialogue a prelude for transformation of minds
is extremely important if mental im- and memories because this is not only
ages are to ever change. Prime Minis-
ter Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 1915 con-

Continued onpage 4

Ragip Zarakolu:
Davutoglu’s Scales are Wrong

YEREVAN -- “Genocide means
not only the extermination of the na-
tion, but also its generations, culture,
traditions, cities and villages, and this

Turkish intellectual, publisher Ragip
Zarakolu told reporters in Yerevan to-

of the Survivors.”

In 2012 Van publishing house
issued the three-volume work titled
“Armenian Genocide in Ottoman Tur-
key: Testimonies of the Survivors,”
which presents eyewitness accountsreach the reader,” the publisher said.
ofthe Genocide, valuable archive docu- Zarakolu said much has changed
ments, maps and photos. In 2013 thein Turkey over the past years. “People
book was published in English, and are tired of lies, they want the truth,”
now it's available in Turkish, as well. he said.

“I was greatly excited by the Ragip Zarakolu referred to Turk-
content of this book, because it in-ish Prime Minister Regep Tayyip
cludes interviews made in 1916, i.e. Erdogan’s address to the Armenian
immediately after the Genocide. This people on the eve of April 24 and
is a very valuable document againstArmenian President Serzh Sargsyan’s
Turkish denialism,” Zarakolu said. invitation to the Turkish leader to visit

“This is denialism: once you lie, Yerevan on the 100th anniversary of
you have to do that constantly. This is the Armenian Genocide. He also spoke
Turkey’s policy, which | have long about the recent article by Turkish
been fighting against,” he said. Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu, in

Zarakolu and his wife have been which the latter notes that ‘unjust
persecuted in Turkey because of theirmemory has been created around the
activity. He has published a number of events of 1915.
books on the Armenian Genocide, and “Davutoglu’s scales are wrong,”
this one will come to enrich the list of the publisher said. “If we look at the
banned literature in Turkey. “Thanks
God thereis Internet, and the book will

Turkish publisher Ragip Zarakolu

Continued on page 3
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Vladimir Putin: Aliyev Again Threatens to Conquer
Armenia Will Join the Eurasian Union Karabakh by Force

BAKU —
Azerbaijan’s Preside
Ilham Aliyev has agai
denounced the U.S
Russian and Frengd
mediators and th
broader internationa
community for no
helping his country re
gain control ovefl
Nagorno-Karabak
and Armenian-con
trolled territories sur
rounding it.

YEREVAN -- Russian President
Vladimir Putin confirmed on Tuesday
that Armenia will join the Eurasian
Economic Union in the nearest future.

Putin said at consultations of Rus-
sian Ambassadors and Permanent Rep
resentatives that “the Eurasian Unionf
is not an attempt to alienate from the
rest of the world.”

“The Eurasian integration pro-
cess is progressing, but we are not
alienating from the rest of the world.
We are ready to discuss the perspec
tives of establishment of free trade
zones with both separate countries anc Speaking afte
regional organizations, first of all the [ military exercises held by the Azerbaijani confident that Azerbaijan will restore
European Union,” he said, RIA Novosti army on Thursday, he also renewedits territorial integrity,” he said in a
reports. approved by the three member statedhis threats to reconquer those lands byspeech posted on his website. “We can

“Armeniawill become afullmem- as well as Armenia. “We hope that [the force. do that even today.
ber of the Union in the nearest future. approval process] won't take very Aliyev claimed that the world has “We will stick to negotiations for
Negotiations with Kyrgyzstan are inan long,” he said. been pursuing a “policy of double stan- the time being. But | want to once
advanced stage. We are open to other  Prime Minister Hovik Abrahamian dards” towards Azerbaijan in the again state that we are running out of
countries of the Commonwealth of admitted last week that the accessionKarabakh conflict. “Unfortunately, the patience and that the Azerbaijani army
Independent States, as well,” Putin process is taking longer than was ex-mediators dealing with this issue, the is ready to carry out its commander-
stressed. pected by Yerevan. Abrahamian re- OSCE Minsk Group, are doing more to in-chief's orders.”

Meanwhile, the executive body fused to be drawn on possible datesstep up confidence-building measures Aliyev has threatened a military
of the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) for its completion. “Things will be than to resolve the conflict peace- solution to the Karabakh conflict
has drafted an accession treaty withclear after the July 3 meeting,” he said fully,” hetold military personnelinvolved throughout his more than decade-long
Armenia and sent it to the bloc’s three without elaborating. in the drills. They are keen to prevent rule that has seen massive arms acqui-
member states for approval, a senior Kocharian denied many observ- another Armenian-Azerbaijaniwar, rather sitions. These threats are regularly
Armenian official said on Tuesday. ers’ belief that Belarus and especially than “restore justice,” he said. dismissed by the Armenian side. The

According to Deputy Foreign KazakhstanarenoteagertoadmitArme-  Aliyevwarned that Bakuis being latter insists that the buildup has not
Minister Shavarsh Kocharian, the Eur- nia into their alliance with Russia. left with no choice but to continue its given the Azerbaijani army a decisive
asian Economic Commission has thus Kazakh President Nursultan military buildup and prepare for an- advantage over the armed forces of
met a July 1 deadline that was set byNazarbayev reinforced that belief when other war with the Armenians. “I am Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh.
the presidents of Russia, Belarus andhe stated at the Astana summit that the

Kazakhstan at their May 29 summit in treaty in question must make clear that . . .
Astana. Armenia is joining the EEU with its Seyran Ohanian: The Armenian Ame Can

“Yesterday the Eurasian Eco- internationally recognized borders that Deal with Ceasefire Violations
nomic Commission sent the already do notencompass Nagorno-Karabakh.

prepared draft agreement to the par-Nazarbayev said Azerbaijan’s Presi- YEREVAN -- Armenia does not tary has been strong enough to deter

ties,” he told reporters. “In that sense, dent llham Aliyev demanded this in neeq military intervention by Russia Azerbaijan from restarting a full-scale
everything is going according to plan.” letters sent to his Russian, Belarusiangnq other ex-Soviet allies to deal with war for Karabakh.

Kocharian could notsay justwhen and Kazakh counterparts. increased ceasefire violations in the The minister, who played a major
the treaty will be signed, arguing that It is not yet clear whether the Nagormo-Karabakh conflict zone, De- role in the 1991-1994 Armenian-
the text needs to be examined anddraft treaty contains such a reference.tgnge Minister Seyran Ohanian said onAzerbaijani war, similarly stated last
Tuesday. year that Turkey, rather than

US Ul’gCS Armenia, Azerbaijan Leaders 'I don’t think that the situation Azerbaijan, |§ther§§son whyArmenlg
now is such that we should appeal tohosts a Russian military base. He said

to ACCCpt Hollande's Invitation the Collective Security Treaty Organi- the Russian troop presence keeps the
zation (CSTO),” Ohanian said, refer- Turkish military from directly inter-

WASHINGTON, DC--The OSCE the mediators want to see those tensionging to the Russian-led defense pact ofvening in the Karabakh dispute.
Minsk Group Co-Chair James Warlick reduced. which Armenia is a member. Ohanian noted at the same time
said it is very important for the presi- "The US is very concerned about “If the Armenian army cannot on Tuesday that while Yerevan does
dents of Armenia and Azerbaijan to meetthis, one life lost is already a reason forrespond to such small-arms violations, not seek direct assistance from the
in the near future. concern and more frequent cases ofthenwhy isitneeded in the first place? CSTO it expects the Russian-led mili-

“What we really need is to enter a violence do not create the atmosphereThe Armenian army is getting stronger tary alliance to publicly denounce
new phase. It is necessary to start a nevamid which both parties can work to- by the day and it is able to meet suchAzerbaijanitruce violations. He said he
phase of intensive talks and have sub-gether successfully for the sake of challenges on its own,” he told report- made this clear to Nikolay Bordyuzha,

stantive progress,” Warlick said in an peace", Warlick stated. ers during an international security the CSTO secretary general, when
interview with the Azerbaijani service of The US mediator said he wel- conferencg in Yerevan. they met in Yerevan last week.
the Voice of America. comed the appeal of Russian Foreign Ohanian commented on com- Bordyuzha’'s deputy Valery

The American diplomat believes Minister Sergey Lavrov to Azerbaijan plaints by Armenian pundits about the Semerikov, who also took part in the
the presidents of Armeniaand Azerbaijanand Armenia urging to accept the pro- CSTO's failure to react to deadly truce Yerevan conference, insisted that the
are both committed to finding the way posal of France’'s President Francoisviolations on “the line of contact” CSTO’s Moscow-based executive
forward, and this was seen during theHollande to hold next meeting of the around Karabakh and the Armenian-body is not ignoring the Karabakh
November meeting in Vienna. presidents of the two conflict countries. Azerbaijaniborder, which they believe conflict. “Nagorno-Karabakhis located

“What we need is to capitalize on “We agree with that. The presi- areinstigated by Azerbaijan. The num-in the CSTO’s area of interest,” he
this,” he emphasized. dents should accept the invitation andber of such shooting incidents appearssaid.

The diplomat noted that people are begin productive discussions. We work to have increased in June, resulting in Asked what the organization will
tired of 20 years of war, and they know very well with Russians. | work ex- the deaths of four Armenian soldiers. do in case of a renewed Armenian-
financial and individual resources are tremely well with Russian and French Also, several border villages in Azerbaijani war, Semerikov said, “A
spent. co-chairs. The United States is commit- Armenia’s northeastern Tavush prov- threat to one CSTO member state is a

The Co-Chair expressed concernted to the Minsk Group process, but weince reportedly came under unusuallythreat to the entire organization.” But
about the recent escalation at the line ofare also prepared to help bilaterally in anyheavy fire from Azerbaijani army posi- he added that the final decision would
contact and on the border, adding thatway that we can,” he said. tions last week. Baku has blamedhave to be made by the CSTO'’s six
Yerevan for the increased tensions,member states.
saying that the Armenians themselves Two of them, Kazakhstan and

opened fire on Azerbaijani villages Kyrgyzstan, have repeatedly backed
a aS an n O net across the border. pro-Azerbaijani resolutions on
° Ohanian downplayed those inci- Karabakh adopted by Islamic and

dents, saying that the Armenian mili- Turkic states.
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Statue of Missak Manouchian in Marseille IAEA Supports Medical Isotope
Desecrated Production in Armenia
MARSEILLE -- The statue dedi- YEREVAN -- The International

cated to Missak Manouchian and his
resistance group was profaned in
Marseille. It was tagged with swastika
the night of June 26, AFP reports.

The Armenian community of
Marseille strongly condemned the des-
ecration of the bust of the installed in
a square in the city.

“The swastika drawn on the bust
of Missak Manouchian is areminder of
the atrocities generated by intolerance
hatred and racism,” the Coordinating
Council of Armenian Organizations of
France (CCAF) said in a statement.

CCAF reminded that

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has
indicated its support for the “Techne- | 3
tium 99m Medical Isotope Production g
Project” at the newly formed Medical |
Isotope Production Division of the
Yerevan Physics Institute (YerPhl).
The research and production program
will use an 18 MeV (million electron-
volt) proton beam of an IBAC18 cy-
clotron particle accelerator to be in- ©18/BACyclotron

stalled at a newly renovated facility of rently this isotope must be shipped
the physics institute by the end of from abroad, there is in Armenia only
2014. The Technetium is produced byenough of this isotope to treat 1,000
irradiating Molybdenum with a proton patients per year. Thus 80% of Arme-
beam from the cyclotron. nian patients have no access to this
Manouchian’s network consisted of Technetium (99mTe) is the most medical imaging technology. There is,
“Armenians, Jews, Poles, Spaniards, widely used isotope for medical imag- in Armenia, a need for a non-stop
ltalians, and others from Central Eu- “The CCAF strongly condemns ing today with over 30 million diagnos- supply of the isotope 99mTe.

rope, all migrants and stateleger-  the desecration that is an affront to all
sons, is the image of the city. By his those who love justice and freedom
struggle for freedom by the sacrifice and asks public authorities to make
of their lives for the values of the every effort to ensure that the perpe-
Republic, it also symbolizes the val- trators of this heinous act are sought
ues. Desecrate thismonument is an and punished,” the statement reads.
insult to their memory and combat, but The President of South CCAF
also all those and all those who de-Marseille Province, Jacques Donabedian
scend, and througthem France and told AFP they planned to lodge a com-
the French.” plaint in the coming days.

Stepanakert Airport Offers Short Flights
to Tourists

STEPANAKERT (Armradio.am,
Lusine Avanesyan) — The Stepanakert]
Airport, the opening of which has been
postponed several times over the pas
years, has come forth with a new
initiative. Tourists visiting Artsakh will
now have an opportunity to fly above
the territory of NKR.

“The airport is a commercial or-
ganization. Therefore, this offer cer-
tainly pursues commercial objectives, According to Erik Ohanyan, smal

Gevorg Harutunyan performing isotope analysis on gammaray scanner

tic medical imaging scans every year The goal of the Isotope Produc-
world-wide. When injected into pa- tion Division of the Yerevan Physics
tients it produces radiation similar to Institute is to develop the technology
x-rays which are used to image inter- of direct 99mTe production in order to
nal organs. This isotope has a half-life cover the need of Armenian clinics and
| of 6 hours, meaning that half of the their patients. Senior scientists at the

remaining isotope decays every 6 Yerevan Physics Institute, together

as well,” Director of the Stepanakert aviation has good perspectives of de- o ; ith recent phvsi nd engineerin
Airport Erik Ohanyan says. velopment in Artsakh. Besides serving N0Urs. Thus 94% of the Technetium With recent physics and engineering

Travel agencies are now willing tourists, it can be used for agricultural INi€ctedinto a patient decays within 24 graduates and graduate students are
to establish cooperation with the air- purposes, as well, he said. hours resulting in minimal radiation preparing the facilities for the manu-
port with a view of organizing air trips. “We can spray pesticides or fer- €XPosure. Exposure is about the samdacture, purification, and testing of

The airport executes the flights tilize 150 hectares within an hour,” he &S from an x-ray. S this isotope in a newly ,equ'pl.o.e.d labo-
with super small planes, Deputy Head explained. According to the Scientific Cen- ratory at the institute’s facilities in
of the NKR Civil Aviation Department As for the reaction of Azerbaijan, €' of Radiation Medicine and Burns, Yerevan. Special efforts are being

Samvel Tavadyan said, adding thatthe Director said they are not worried Armenian Ministry of Health, the need Lr;f)eltemeTrLtieSd ig'ee::isiusreonqeuil;t{n::d
“the airport is ready to serve those, about it. He considers that the neigh-1" Armenia for the isotope 99mTe is Y- broj y

who wish to fly with their own planes.” boring country will only benefit if the 2,000 doses per year. Due to its rapigbringing the benefits of science to the
To boost the implementation of fields in Karabakh are cleared of pests.d€cay, and due to the fact that cur-Armenian public.

promising programs, the airport and He added thatit’'s even possible to find K K K

the Civil Aviation Department organize ways of cooperation with people across RCP. Schiff Votes in SUPPOI't of Armenia

courses for pilots. the line of contact.

Continued frompage 1 be present at the OSCE parliamentary
assembly and support Armenia’s
ants, some of whom are survivors of theamendments.”
Genocide. Bothamendmentswereadopted. ~ Armenia offered a third amend-
Schiff said, “Historic Christian ment pertaining to Nagorno Karabakh,
communities in Syria and now Iraq are affirming the right of peoples to self-

Ex-PM Sarkisian Appointed Ambassador

Continued from page 1 decision to make Armenia part of a
Russian-led Customs Union. He has

gave a clear reason for the resignatiorsince strongly advocated membership _ \ , o e )
followed by a government reshuffle. in the trade bloc which is currently Underincreasing threat of violence anddetermination and underlining the prin-

That the former premier will transformed into the Eurasian Eco-diSpIacement by radical Islamic ter- ciple of peaceful settlement of disputes.
get a high-level diplomatic post nomic Union. rorists. The international community The amendment was opposed by
abroad was confirmed by President Tigran Sarkisian, 54, was ap- must do all it can to bring an end to theAzefbaljan, hgstofthe conference. Rep.
Sarkisian later in April. It was ini- pointed prime minister shortly after violence and protect these vulnerableSchiff voted in favor of the measure

tially expected that he will become Serzh Sarkisian took over as Armenia’s Minority populations. 1 was proud to which passed with majority support.
Armenia’s ambassador to the Euro- president in April 2008. He was the

pean Union. Subsequent media re-governor of the country’s Central Bank Davutoglu’s Scales are Wrong

ports predicted, however, that he until then.

will take over the Armenian mission The outgoing Armenian ambas- Continued from page 1 living there.”

in Washington. sador in Washington, Tatul Markarian, “Genocide means not only the

Tigran Sarkisian strongly sup- was formally relieved of his duties in a period from 1915 to nowadays, we’ll annihilation of the nation, but also its
ported the signing of a wide-ranging separate decree signed by the presisee that two million Armenians living generations, culture, traditions, cities
Association Agreement with the EU dent on Thursday. The 50-year-old in Western Armenia do not live there and villages, and this is what happened
until President Sarkisian precluded suchcareer diplomat has held that positionany more. Had there been no genocidejn Turkey,” famous Turkish intellec-

a deal last August with his unexpectedfor the past nine years. there would be 8-10 million Armenians tual, publisher Ragib Zarakolu said.
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Coalition of Armenian Women Committee

of Los Angeles

present. “The entire event should be to
honor the past and embrace the future

Plans are underway for The Coa- with the forward thinking youth of to-
lition of Armenian Women Committees day,” she said.
of Los Angeles as they continue to meet Each participant is doing her share
in preparation for the commemoration of contributing to the overall organiza-
of 100 years of the Genocide. The eventtion of the event. Photo exhibitions,
a day-long series of activities will take costumes, memorabiliawill be displayed,
place in January 2015 with a collection and names of those remembered will be
of “Hekiat” (story telling) presentation reflected in a book of memories. Panel
of the Genocide, panel discussions,discussioninboth Englishand Armenian
dance ensembles, art expressions, andill highlight the event. Topics to will be
personal artifacts that bring to life the covered in the panels are: an analytica
memory of those lost 100 years ago.reflection of our past; identifying the
Moreover, the event is to show respecthurdles that have slowed the process o
for the heroism of the Armenian woman progress; and moving forward with the
and her resilience to survive triumphantly challenges of retaining our cultural iden-
for her cultural/national identity. tity.

Sona Yacoubian, chair of Hye- Fundraising for the event will be

Geen who initiated the Coalition of Ar- divided among the participating groups. fighting during the Artsakh War, Ar- Upon handily winning the war,
menian Women gathering, said that thisThe Coalition of Armenian Women Com- menija Fund created an art school forthe Armenians began to rebuild. Arme-

eventwill show triumph over evil. “This - mittees of Los Angeles include memberschiidren of the village and ten others nia Fund, driven by its humanitarian
is a time to celebrate the triumph of from the ADL (Armenian Democratic that are nearby. mission, immediately began working

Pre ach Art, Not War

By Silva Katchiguian

In Togh, the first village that saw mal again — or good, even.

Armenians over evil historic events. We Liberals), AEBU (Armenian Educational
should celebrate our survival as a nationBenevolent Union), AFMA (Armenian
and promote prosperity of Armenians Film Association), AGBU (Vatche and
for centuries to come.” Tamar Manoukian Ladies), AIWA (Ar-

Anideainitiated toinclude public menian International Women's
participation especially by youth, ma- Association),AMAA (Armenian Mission-
terialized into action with the estab- ary Association of America), ARS (Ar-

It's hard to know if art was on to reestablish integral services and in-
anyone’s mind. The segregated schooffrastructure in Armenia, including
with the Azerbaijanis on one side and Artsakh. In Togh, the priority was to
the Armenians on another foreshad- ensure thatthe local children were able
owed the impending separation of theto attend school in an environment
peoples. Then, when the first shot of thesafe and appropriate for educational
Artsakh War rang out, it was in Togh. purposes... (Click here for the full

lishment of a web address menian Relief Society), AS (LA Arme- The village was the initial front article and more) .

saveourpast@gmail.com, where po-nian Society of Los Angeles), CCL (Ar- |ine during the brutal war and the The old building of the school
ems, drawings, music and lyrics and menian Catholic Church Ladies), OIA residents were the first Armenians built in 1932 is already a memory.
short stories may be submitted for (Organization of Istanbul Armenians), fgorced to fight against government- From September on, the 52 school-
entry to be presented as part of theWDLS (Western Diocese Ladies Soci- sypported Azerbaijani militias. Thevil- children of the village will attend the
exhibition of the January 2015 day ety), WP (Western Prelacy Ladies), Hye- |agers fought valiantly - against people newly-built school, which has been
event. “Sibmissions shouldreflectwhat Geen, (AGBU). whom they had lived with but who constructed with donations from a
the genocide represents to the individual For inquiries, please use were now attacking them - and held former student of the old village school.
today,” said Sona Zeitlian, member saveourpast@gmail.com off the enemy until volunteers from As for the around-a-century-old metal
Stepanakert armed with antiquatedbell, it will be moved to the new build-
hunting rifles arrived to defend against ing and keep ringing at the farewell
the Azerbaijani aggressors. parties of the school graduates, wel-
If art was on anyone’s mind, it coming the first-graders to the school
was likely only to lend a modicum of at the same time.
“haphazard” in returning confiscated peace to the environment of violence. This project was s ponsored by
religious property. Ranking Member |twould have been hard to dream then,Armenia-based businessman Varuzhan
while providing an objective measure Engel, as well as Reps. Cicilline and with bullets whizzing by and the future Grigoryan, and the Nagorno-Karabakh

of their progress each year.” Lowenthal, also spoke in opposition to uncertain, that life could ever be nor- government.
Inaddition to Chairman Royce and the Connolly amendment and voiced

Ranking Member Engel, Reps. Chris their strong support for H.R. 4347.
Smith (R-NJ), Brad Sherman (D-CA), Rep. Chris Smith (R-NJ) rebuked
Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA), David those opposing the bill, saying “we should Continued from page 1 phenomenon as it mortgages the shared
Cicilline (D-RI), Albio Sires (R-NJ),and not be fearful” of Turkey, reminding his past and future of the Turks and Arme-
Alan Lowenthal (D-CA) also spoke in colleagues that fear “invites impunity.” an offer of condolence but also a nians,” he added, urging open and con-
favor of H.R. 4347. “If we have the inability to speak out sincere invitation to all parties to en- tinuous dialogue between the two sides.

However, the bill was heavily op- against human rights abuses then shamsure a common future based on lasting “The ‘just memory’ concept that
posed before and during committee vote.on us,” Smith said. “Friends don’t let peace,” he said in the article . we have frequently employed during
Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-VA) issued a friends commit human rights abuses,” “A new and more grounded era this process is critically important. In
letter last Friday calling on his colleagues he added. If you mention the Armenian of peace will reign between Turkey order for Turks and Armenians to
to oppose H.R. 4347. After days of Genocidein Turkey “the Gulagwillbe at and Armenia if intellectuals and politi- understand what each of them has
working with committee members to your door,” Smith exclaimed, as he cians do their part to overcome the experienced, it iessential that they
address their concerns, Chairman Roycébanged his fist on the desk. “The swordpsychological barriers on both sides respect one another's memory. For the
offered an amended version of H.R. of Damocles hangs over churches inand to build a ‘just memory. Other- Armenians, 1915 was a year of reloca-
4347 at the beginning of the vote, which Turkey,” Smith said. wise, both sides will inevitably be ex- tion during which exceedingly greattrag-
includes 15 new findings and a new Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA) also ploited by those who benefit from a edies took place. The years prior to and
section that recognizes “some positive spoke passionately in supportof H.R. 4347 sector that feeds off the status quo,”after 1915 were also a time of tremen-
decisions last year by the Turkish gov- recalling that after the Turkish government he wrote. Turkey and Armenia signed dous tragedy for the Turks in Anatolia. It
ernment.” Yet, despite the Chairman’s threatened to curtail its trade relations witha protocol in 2009 to restore diplo- was at this time that Turks fought for
accommodation of additional language, France for recognizing the Armenian Geno-matic relations,” Davutoglu added.  their very survivalin the Balkan Wars, at
Connolly proposed an amendment dur-cide, trade between the two countries in- “The greatest injustice that has Canakkale, and in the War of Indepen-
ing the vote that would have stripped thecreased three-fold. The Connolly amend-been visited on both history and the dence. Actually, this was a time of
bill of virtually all of its findings. “I am  ment was defeated in a voice vote. peoples in question is setting aside the'shared pain,” Davutoglu wrote.
fearful,” Connolly said, restating the Following the Connolly amend- shared history of the two peoples and Yerevan dismissed Erdogan's
false adage that “now s notthe time” and ment, Rep. Alan Grayson (D-FL) and the previous rich centuries, and begin-statement as an “advanced form of
indicating that “we need Turkey.” Con- Rep. George Holding (R-NC) offered ninginstead only with traumatic events Armenian Genocide denial.” But on
gressman Gregory Meeks (D-NY) voiced amendments to H.R. 4347 that werelike war and conflict, or reconstruct- May 27 Armenian President Serzh
his support for the Connolly amendment adopted by voice vote. These amend-ing the previous centuries by making Sarkisian officially invited the next
and his strong opposition to H.R. 4347. ments added language further dilutingthese traumatic events the center ofpresident of Turkey, who will be

In response, Chairman Royce the spirit of the bill while simultaneously everything,” he also wrote. elected during the upcoming ballot, to
emphasized that previous attempts toaffording greater acclaim to the Turkish “The ‘unjust memory’ created visit Armenia on April 24, 2015 and
find a solution, “have not resulted in government for half-measures taken af-around the events of 1915 constitutes‘face the evidence of the history of the
progress,” and that Turkey has beenter a century of abuses. the most important example of this Armenian Genocide.”

House Foreign Affairs Committee Passes Turkey
Christian Churches Accountability Act

Continued frompage 1

Davutoglu Expects‘Bold Steps’
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