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Karabakh Celebrates 23rd Anniversary
of Independence

STEPANAKERT -- Artsakh has
celebrated the 23rd anniversary of dec-
laration of independence of the
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic.

President Serzh Sarkisian joined
Karabakh's leaders and hundreds of
ordinary residentsin marchingthrough
Stepanakert on the occasion. The gov-
ernment-organized procession ended
with a wreath-laying ceremony at a
memorial to thousands of Karabakh
Armenianskilled during the successful
1991-1994 war with Azerbaijan.

President Sarkisian described
Nagorno-Karabakh's independence
from Azerbaijan as “irreversible” in a
written address to the Artsakh'’ s popu-
lation issued earlier ion Tuesday.

“Thehistoric choiceof thepeople
of Artsakh is an irreversible reality
now,” Sarkisian said in a written ad-
dress to the territory’s population is-
sued earlier in the day.

“Y oumanaged tofound and build

up statehood through the support of
theentirenationand, first of all, owing
to your inflexible will, your superhu-
man efforts and enormous sacrifices.
The Nagorno-Karabakh Republic
stands proudly in the lineup of those
nations that boast better organization
of public institutions and a powerful
army,” added theK arabakh-bornpresi-
dent.

Nagorno-Karabakh Republic for-
mally declared itself an independent
state in December 1991 following a
referendum held amid intensifying
clashes between Armenian and
Azerbaijani forces. The authorities in
bothY erevanand Stepanakert havesince
ruled out any settlement that would
place K arabakh back under A zerbaijani
control. TheKarabakh Armenianshave
also been reluctant to withdraw from
sevendistrictsin Azerbaijan proper that
were fully or partly occupied by them
during the war.

Russian, Armenian Troops Begin

Joint Military Exercises

O = i o R o L

YEREVAN — More than 1,500
Armenian and Russian soldiers began
annual joint military exercisesin cen-
tral Armeniaon Wednesday, highlight-
ing close military ties between their
countries.

Thefive-day “tactical exercises”

involvetroopsfromthe Armenianarmy
and the Russian military base, head-
quartered in Gyumri, that are part of a
Russian-Armenian “united grouping.”
Its Armenian commander, General

Continued on page4

Turkey and Azerbaijan to Collaborate on
Karabakh and Genocide Denial

BAKU — Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan says Ankara
will continue supporting Baku in ef-
fortstoresolvethe Azerbaijani-Arme-
nian dispute over the Nagorno-
Karabakh territory.

Erdogan said after talks with
Azerbaijani counterpart Ilham Aliyevin
Bakuon September 3 that“ Azerbaijan’s
rightshavetobetakeninto consideration
in “finding aresolution to the conflict.”

Erdogan added that “if the con-
flict between Azerbaijan and Armenia
[over Karabakh] is resolved, then the
problems between Turkey and Arme-
niawill also be solved.”

Azerbaijan, meanwhile, will help
Turkey deny in theinternational arena
that the 1915 mass killings of Arme-
nians in the Ottoman Empire consti-
tuted genocide, Aliyev said on Wednes-
day after talkswithhisvisiting Turkish
counterpart.

“Turkey and Azerbaijan will
jointly counter the lie about the geno-
cide of Armenians,” Aliyev was re-
ported statingtojournalistsinthepresi-
dential palacein Baku.

“We will be coordinating our ef-
fortsto expose the fictional Armenian
genocide. Our non-governmental and
Diaspora organizations will be acting

together,” he said.

News reports from Baku suggest
that Erdogan, who had angrily denied
the Armenian Genocideinthepast, did
not mention the issue in his statement
to the press, which he made after talks
with Aliyev. Nor did he echo Aliyev’'s
callsfor jointly countering “ Armenian
lies and slander.”

Erdogan called Turkey and
Azerbaijan “two nations from one
stem,” adding that the two countries
plan to increase bilateral trade up to
$15billionannually.

Erdogan’s government seemed
ready to drop the Karabakh linkage
whenit embarked on aWestern-backed
rapprochement with Y erevan in 2008.
The two sides signed in 2009 proto-
cols on establishing diplomatic rela-
tions and reopening the Turkish-Ar-
menian border. Faced with fiercecriti-
cism from Baku, Ankara made clear
afterwards that it will not implement
the deal as long as the Karabakh dis-
pute remains unresolved.

Erdogan appears to have fuelled
fresh Azerbaijani unease when he in-
vited Sarkisian to his inauguration.
Turkey’'s ambassador to Azerbaijan
downplayed the significance of that
invitation ahead of the ceremony.

Erdogan Invited to Attend

ANKARA -- Turkey’ snew Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan was for-
mally invited to visit Armenia next
April and commemorate the 100th an-
niversary of the Armenian genocidein
the Ottoman Empire after being sworn
in for a five-year term on Thursday.

Armenian Foreign Minister Min-
ister Edward Nalbandian, who was in
Ankarato participateintheninaugura-
tion ceremony, handed Erdogan a cor-
responding letter from President Serzh
Sarkisian asthetwo men briefly spoke
at areception in Ankarathat followed
the presidential inauguration.

Sarkisian first publicly extended
the invitation in May, three months
before the Turkish presidential elec-
tion. Intelevised remarks, heurged the

winner of theballot tovisit Y erevan on
April 24, 2014 and “face up to telling
testimoniesof the history of the Arme-
nian genocide.”

Sarkisian said on August 23 that
Nalbandian“will learn” onthesidelines
of the inauguration ceremony whether
Erdogan will accept the invitation. A
statement on Nalbandian’strip to An-
karareleased by the Armenian Foreign
Ministry said nothing about that. Turk-
ish officials have given no indications
as to whether or not the new Turkish
president isready for what would be a
historic trip to Armenia.

Sarkisian’s decision to dispatch
hisforeign minister to Erdogan’ sswear-
ing-in has prompted criticism from
Armenia’ s opposition parties.
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Iraqi Yazidis ‘Willing To Settle In Armenia’

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- At least
150 Iragi Y azidis who have taken ref-
ugein Turkey are ready to relocate to
Armeniaonapermanent basis, aleader
of the Armenian Yazidi community
said on Tuesday.

Boris Murazi, the head of the
Y erevan-based Sanjar Union, said the
community can provide them with ac-
commodation and work in rural areas
of Armeniamostly populated by fellow
Y azidis. He urged the Armenian gov-
ernment to allow those refugees to
enter the country.

Murazi spoke to RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian service (Azatutyun.am) two
days after returning from southeastern
Turkey where he and other Sanjar
Union activists visited Y azidi refugee
camps and heard harrowing accounts
of atrocitiescommitted by Islamic State
militantsinlrag. In hiswords, as many
as 22,000 of his co-ethnics fled to
Turkey after being displaced by the
radical Sunni Islamists.

“Wewant to bring 150 of them to
Armeniaasthey would feel much safer
livingamong Christians,” said Murazi.
“l contacted the Armenian Foreign
Ministry spokesman Tigran Balayan.
Hesaid that it would be along process
and that we need to apply in writing.
So we couldn’t bring anyone with us
when we were in Turkey.”

The activist said the refugees
could be easily resettled in Yazidi-
populatedvillagesacrossArmenia. “In
the village of Mirak alone, the mayor
has said he is ready to give 15 empty
houses to [Y azidi refugees.] We have
made it clear to the government that

there would be no need to provide
those people with accommodation and
even food,” he stressed.

The Armenian government has
so far reacted vaguely to this appeal,
with Balayan saying only that none of
thelragi Yazidis has formally applied
for asylum yet. Asked what the au-
thoritiesin Y erevan will do if they do
receive such applications, the Foreign
Ministry official said, “Again, wehave
received no formal applications.”

Iraqgi nationalsneed visasin order
to travel to Armenia and they can
obtain them only at Armenian diplo-
matic missionsin Iraq or neighboring
states. On August 21, the government
approved a set of measures designed
tomakeit easier for Iragisof Armenian
descent to take refuge in their ances-
tral homeland or receive Armenianciti-
zenship. But it stopped short of easing
visa requirements for Iragi Y azidis.

By contrast, Nagorno-
Karabakh republic expressed readi-
ness earlier in August to grant asy-
lum to the displaced Y azidis. A se-
nior official in Stepanakert referred
to Yazidisas“an integral part of the
Armenian people.”

Murazi said the Armenian au-
thorities should have no national se-
curity concerns regarding the influx
of non-Armenian refugees. He said
his organization has drawn up alist
of the 150 or so Iraqgi Yazidiswilling
toresettlein Armeniaand can submit
them to the authorities. “We under-
take to bear responsibility for the
would-be migrants,” added the ac-
tivist.

Armenia Ranks 85th in World

Economic Forum Index

Armenia is ranked 85th in the
2014-2015 Global Competitiveness
Index, released by the World Eco-
nomic Forum. Switzerlandisat thetop
of the chart, followed by Singapore,
the USA, Finland and Germany.

The top ten nations are Japan,
Hong Kong, the Netherlands, the UK
and Sweden.

Armenia’s neighbor, Georgia, is
placed 69th, Azerbaijan 38th, Turkey
45th and Russia 53rd.

Theranking methodol ogy isbased
on 12 main pillars: Institutions, infra-
structure, macroeconomic environ-
ment, health and primary education,
higher education and training, goods
and market efficiency, labor market
efficiency, financial market develop-

ment, technol ogical readiness, market
size, business sophistication and inno-
vation.

The 2014-2015 Global Competi-
tiveness Report assesses the competi-
tiveness landscape of 144 economies,
providing insight into the drivers of
their productivity and prosperity. The
Report series remains the most com-
prehensiveassessment of national com-
petitiveness worldwide. The Global
Competitiveness Report 's competi-
tivenessranking isbased on the Global
Competitiveness Index (GCI), which
was introduced by the World Eco-
nomic Forum in 2004. Defining com-
petitiveness as the set of institutions,
policies and factors that determine the
level of productivity of a country.
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Armenian Captive Soldier Moved
to a Third Country

YEREVAN -- Armenian soldier
Hakob Injighulyan, who was kept in
Azerbaijani captivity since August
2013, has been handed over to athird
country on August 26, Tert.am re-
ports, quoting Injighulyan’s brother
Harutyun.

“He was transported on August
26; we knew about it yesterday,” he
said, adding that the family has not yet
managed to establish contact with
Hakob.

The family was informed of the
handover from the International Com-
mittee of the Red Crossed office in
Y erevan. “"Beforedeparture, the| CRC
representatives visited him, in accor-
dance with standard operating proce-
dures’. Zara Amatuni, representative
of ICRC stated.

Injighulyan was detained in
Azerbaijan on August 8 last year after he
accidentally crossed the country’s bor-
der, having lost bearings of the terrain.
The ICRC was able to meet with him
only 12 days after his captivity.

A day after hisrelease, Injighulyan
has contacted his family according to
hisbrother. “Wetalked to him yester-
day; hesaid heisall right. Theimpor-

tant thing is heisin freedom now and
has no health problem at all,” he said,
adding that the conversation focused
mainly on family matters.

Hakob’s brother said they now
have the opportunity to talk to him
every day, adding that they still have
not discussed the serviceman’s repa-
triation. “We haven't yet had such a
conversation; there was so much to
talk about, that we didn’t go that far,”
he said.

The Spokesperson of the Minis-
try of Defense of the Republic of
ArmeniaArtsrun Hovhannisyan hopes
that Injighulyanwill havetheopportu-
nity to return to his motherland.

European Court Handed 50 Rulings

Against Armenian Authorities

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
European Court of Human Rights has
handed down almost 50 rulings agai nst
the Armenian authorities in the past
sevenyears, costing themover 576,000
euros ($770,000) in damages, a senior
official said on Thursday.

Deputy Justice Minister Arman
Tatoyan said most of these cases have
involved serious breaches of the due
process of law which the Strasbourg-
based court believes were committed
by Armenian law-enforcement authori-
ties and ignored by courts.

Armeniafell under the European
Court’s jurisdiction as it joined the
Council of Europein 2001. Itsgovern-
ment lost thefirst casein Strasbourgin
2007.

A large part of these cases has
been filed by Armenian opposition ac-
tivists arrested and prosecuted during
former President Robert Kocharian's
rule and the February-March 2008
handover of power to Serzh Sarkisian,
which was marred by the use of deadly
force against opposition protesters in
Y erevan. The European Court hasal so
ordered the Armenian authorities to
compensate some of the Y erevan resi-
dents displaced as a result of contro-
versial redevelopment projects over-
seen by Kocharian.

“This shows that our courts are
not yetindependent,” Liparit Simonian,
atrial attorney, said, commenting on
the publicized court statistics. “ They
are dependent on law-enforcement

bodies, tax bodies and certain indi-
viduals.”

Over the past year Simonian him-
self haslodged 10 appeal sto Strasbourg
against Armenian court verdicts on
behalf of local clients. He haswon two
of those cases that cost the Armenian
government acombined 16,700 euros.

Tatoyan acknowledged that Ar-
menian taxpayershaveto pay for inad-
equate decisionsmade by local judges.
He noted that Armenian law allows
disciplinary action against judges
whose rulings are struck down by
higher Armenian courts or interna-
tional tribunals. One of them has al-
ready been subjected to such punish-
ment, he said.

Simonian was skeptical on that
score, however. He said Armenian
judges will change ways only if they
are made to personally pay financial
compensations ordered by the
Strasbourg court for their own deci-
sions.

HayastanInfo.net
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Turkish Director’s Film on Armenian
Genocide Premieres at Venice Film Festival

VENICE — German-born Turk-
ish director Fatih Akin's film on the
Armenian Genocide — The Cut — pre-
miered at V eniceFilm Festival Sunday,
Reuters reports.

Akin acknowledged at a news
conference that he’d received hate
mail about the film and even a death
threat on Twitter, but said “please
don’t make too much out of that”.

“The film that Fatih made is the
film that the Armenians have been
waiting for. Everybody always says,’
When are we making a film, a film
about the Armeniangenocide? ,” Simon
Abkarian, one of the actorsin thefilm,
said at a press conference.

“It took time. The first genera-
tion had to survive, the second genera-
tionhadtoliveandthethird generation
had to react and claim what we had to
claim, which is the recognition of the
genocide, most of it. And | think that
one film is never enough to tell such a
story, we have to make more.”

“The Cut” isthelast in what the
director callshis“Love, Death and the
Devil” trilogy and focusesontheplight
of Armenians who are uprooted from
their villagesand sent on death marches
into the desert, conscripted into forced
labor gangs or killed outright.

The main figure is Nazaret
Manoogian, played by Tahar Rahim,

an Armenian blacksmith who is sepa-
rated from his wife and young twin
daughtersin the middle of the night by
Turkish soldiers, who take him to a
work camp, after which his town is
cleared of Armenians.

He survives the forced labor in
the desert and avoids having histhroat
slit when his would-be executioner
takespity and only pretendstokill him.

After Turkey’ sdefeat inthewar,
he begins a quest that takes him to
Cuba and America in search of his
missing daughterswho havefledthere,
after their mother and the rest of their
family werekilled.

Nazaret ends up in North Dakota
working on arailroad construction crew
andisbrutally beatenwithashovel when
heintervenesto stop one of the workers
raping a native American woman. Her
plight recalls the rape of an Armenian
woman by Turks that Nazaret saw in
Turkey but could do nothing to stop.

“l had to create an empathy, an
empathy for the hero, an empathy for
the story,” Akin said.

“One trick | used was | took the
genocide on the native Americans and
used it just as a snap of an idea, you
know, so that even people who deny the
fact of the genocide to the Armenians
canidentify themselveswiththe heroin
that moment, to reflect about it later.”

World War I and the Armenian Genocide

Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute Participates in “Look at the
Eyes of the War” Exhibition at the State Exhibition Hall of Moscow

MOSCOW — The Armenian
Genocide Museum-Institute took part
in the exhibition “Look at the Eyes of
theWar” at the State Exhibition Hall of
Moscow — An exhibition dedicated to
World War |.

“Look at the Eyes of the War”
featured archival materials from doz-
ens of museums from Russia, USA,
Germany, the Netherlands, Serbia,
Ukraine, as well as Armenia, which
presented material on behalf of the
Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute.
The exhibition was organized in an
interactive format by extensive use of
digital technology.

During World War I, 75 million
peoplewerekilled and four major world
empires collapsed; Austro-Hungary,
Ottoman, Russian and British Empires.

One of the panels was dedicated
to the story of first genocide in the
20th century carried out by the Otto-
man Empirein 1915. Among theitems
included were photos provided by the
Armenian Genocide M useum-Institute,
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testifying to the most egregious crimes
perpetrated against an entire nation
during the years of the World War 1.

Russian Prime Minister Dmitry
M edvedev wasamong thefirst visitors
of the exhibition.

Earlier, the Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute organized a tempo-
rary exhibition “ The First World War:
Allies, Imagesand Massacres’, aswell
as an international conference “The
Caucasus Frontline of the First World
War: Genocide, Refugeesand Humani-
tarian Aid” in April of 2014, marking
the commemoration of the 100th anni-
versary of World War I.

Archaeologist ‘Digs’ Using Drone
for Fieldwork in Armenia

A Purdue University archaeolo-
gist is utilizing drone technology to
capture details and data from Bronze
Age field sites in Armenia, the
University’ s official webpage reports.

“Dronesareanew tool in archae-
ologists' toolkits,” said lan Lindsay,
an associate professor of anthropol-
ogy who has been excavating in the
South Caucasus region for 15 years.
“It’s a good alternative to kites, bal-
loonsor sitting in the bucket of acrane
with acameratrying to visually docu-
ment these ancient sites. Drones offer
adetailed aerial perspectivethat we've
never had before, and by leveraging
this technology archaeol ogists can be
more efficient in the field as drones
give us an immediate sense of spatial
science scaleuseful for planning exca-
vation.”

Lindsay’s 3:49 minute video of
variousfield Armenian sitesfrom this
summer isavailableonline. Thedrone,

flying 300 meters from the ground,
navigated thevalleysand mountains of
the Tsaghkahovit Plainand Mt. Aragats
region to provide aview that is better
quality and lessexpensivethanimages
captured by satellite or mapping imag-
ery. Lindsay is co-director of Project
ArAGATS, Archaeology and Geogra-
phy of Ancient Transcaucasian Soci-
eties, that focuses on the exploration
of southern Caucasia's rich past and
the preservation of modern Armenia’s
diverse cultural heritage.

Funds from Purdue’s College of
Liberal Arts and Office of Executive
Vice President for Research and Part-
nershipssupported the new dronetech-
nology. Lindsay also is collaborating
with Adam T. Smith, Cornell Univer-
sity professor and co-director of the
Project ArAGATS, and the Aragats
Foundation, which encourages and
supports archaeol ogical tourism, edu-
cation and development in Armenia.

Epic Novel Memorializing
Armenian Genocide Available Online

YEREVAN (Mediamax) -- The
online version of Norwegian writer
LenWicks “Origins: Discovery” novel
isalready available online all over the
world.

The book also paystribute to the
memory of Australianand New Zealand
soldiers who landed in Gallipoli on
April 25,1915, in order tofight agai nst
the Ottoman Turks who committed
the Armenian Genocide.

“Origins: Discovery” isaunique
epic story set during the greatest con-
flict in human history; an alternative
history intended to make the reader
contemplate our most important hu-
man values. It is a novel of love,

culture and discovery, in spite of a
tragic background”, Wicks notes.

The first part of the book is
available onits official website, while
the entire version comprised of three
parts is available here in epub, mobi
and pdf formats or in a number of
electronicbook stores. Thelistisavail-
ableontheabovementioned websiteas
well as on the book’s Facebook and
Twitter pages.

“I’'m an Australian and New
Zealand citizenmarriedtoan Armenian
girl, who helped open my eyes to
Armenia and its history. Now | seek
your support to open the West’ seyes”,
the author mentioned.
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Consecration of St. Hovhaness Church
in Berd September 14

Construction Sponsored by Major Benefactor

John Stephens of Fresno

\The faithful in the town of Berd,
the center of sixteen villages of the
Shamshadeen Region of the Tavoush
Marz, Republic of Armenia, anxiously
await the consecration on September
14t 2014 of the new St. Hovhaness
Church, whichwill replacetheSt. Gevork
Church destroyed by the Soviets in the
1920’s. The newly completed Church
was made possible by the generous
financial support of late benefactor from
Fresno, California, Mr. JohnD. Stephens.
It hasenabled the spiritual revival of this
major center in Northeastern Armenia.
HisHolinessKarekinll, Catholicosof all
Armenians, in recognition of the gener-
osity of its major benefactor, decided to
rename the Church St. Hovhanessin his
honor.

Thelate Benefactor John Stephens
(Stepanian) was born on August 28,
1928 in Fresno, California to Dickran
and Ardem Stepanian, who immigrated
to the United States from the Western
Armenia cities of Kharpert and Ordu,
respectively, prior to the Genocide of
1915. Mr. Stephenslived in Fresno his
entirelifeand died on April 19, 2007, at
the age of 78.

Reverend Der Aram Mirzoyan, is
the pastor of the new Church aswell as
the spiritual leader of the entire
Shamshadeen region, popul ation 31,000.
Born in the Shamshadeen village of
Chinari ontheborder of Azerbaijan, heis
youthful, charismatic, energetic and
dedicated to the revival and survival of
the region’s strategic border communi-
ties. He is concerned with not only
restoring the Christian faith of the popu-
lation, but also helping solve the socidl,
economic and security issues of the
region, endangered by continuoussniper
attacks from bordering Azeri snipers.
Der Aram commented, “Without the
generosity of Mr. Stephensthe building
of our St. Hovhaness Church would
have remained only adream. Now that
wewill againhaveaChurchinthecenter
of Berd, we can fulfill our God-given
duty to revive and enrich the Christian
spirit of our population, which was dor-
mant for 70 years during Soviet rule”.

A close personal acquaintance of
Mr. Stephens, Deacon Allan Yeghia
Jendian of Fresno, California, said, “ Mr.
Stephenswas a kind and generousindi-
vidual, alwaysready to assist hischurch
and worthy causes in the community.”

Mr. Stephens was a grape grower
for 47 years in Kerman, a rural area
outside of Fresno, California. Hewasan
active and dedicated member of St. Paul
Armenian Church, serving onthe Parish
Council several terms, asitsChairmanin
1989, and on numerous other church
committees. Hislifewasspent worship-
ing God and giving of himself to his
church.

Inthe summer of 2006, hefulfilled
alifetimedreamby visiting Armeniaand
meeting with His Holiness Karekin |1,
Catholicosof All Armenians, and pledg-
ing his financial support to fund the
building of two new churchesin Arme-
nia, approximately $1 million of which
went towards the construction of Berd’s
St. Hovhaness Church. The Very Rev.
Fr. Sasoon Dz. Vartabed Zumrookdian,

the Vicar of the Tavoush Region at the
time of Mr. Stephens visit, was his
pastor in Fresno from 1990-1999. Mr.
Stephens was honored in Armenia dur-
ing thisfirst and only visit.

Jack Medzorian of Winchester,
Massachusetts, who has visited Berd
annually for the past 25 years com-
mented, “We are delighted that Mr.
Stephens decided to help build the new
St. Hovhaness Church, especially inthis
important regional center of Armenia. |
was privileged to participate in the
ground-breaking/blessing of the Church
foundation in the spring of 2012, and
honored to become one of its godfa-
thers. Mr. Stephens made a wise deci-
sionin selecting thislocation, asthe new
Church will help restore hope and the
Christianspirit of thefaithful inBerdand
surroundingvillages, threatened daily by
Azeri aggression”.

Mr. Stephens’ legacy of serviceto
the Armenian Church and the Armenian
nation will remain for yearsto come as
amajor benefactor toHoly Etchmiadzin,
the Western Diocese of the USA, St.
Paul Parish of Fresno, and now, the St.
HovhanessChurchinBerd. Hismemory
isashining exampleof atruly dedicated
Armenian who not only cherished his
Armenian heritage but gave generously
of his energy and resources to perpetu-
aeit.

He was preceded in death by his
parents Dickran and Ardem Stepanian.
He cared for them with love and kind-
ness into their later years. He was
survived by his sister Isabel Torosian,
now deceased, and two nephews, Harry
and Richard Torosian, niece, Dorothy
Nugent, and seven great-nieces and
great-nephews. Funeral services were
held at St. Paul Armenian Church on
April 27, 2007 followed by interment at
theArarat Armenian Cemetery of Fresno.

Diaspora Armenians, though not
called upon to make the sacrifices of
the heroic folks who defend our fron-
tiers in this strategic area of Armenia,
may help by supporting this project by
making a tax-deductible donation.
Checks may be made payable to the
Diocese of the Armenian Church, memo
for* Spiritual Revival Fund St. Hovhaness
Church-Berd”, and mailed to: Diocese
of the Armenian Church, 630 Second
Avenue, New York, NY 100016.

Compiled by Deacon Allan
Y eghia Jendian and Jack Medzorian
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“Lark” Musical Society Offering Course in
Classical Armenian

GLENDALE--Atthe2-week “Lark
Vocal Camp” organized thissummer for
advanced singers, participants to the
camp expressedinterestinlearning clas-
sical Armenian language (grabar). The
participants were eager to learn the old
Armenian literary language in order to
gainabetter understanding of theritesof
the Armenian Church, its liturgical
hymns, writings of its scribes, aswell as
the basics of the language and its gram-
mar.

Classical Armenian is our ancient
written language, which wasin use until
early 19th century, whenit gradually fell
out of use. It is a language rich in
vocabulary, with admirable flexibility
and idiomatic suppleness. It is also the
basis for our modern vernaculars.

Webelieveitisimportanttogaina
working knowledge of our grabar. By
gaining proficiency in our ancient lan-
guage, we can better validate our own
ethnicidentity and heritage, wecanhave
a greater awareness of our ancestors
unique expressive gestures, their way of
thinking, their world view.

Following another well-received
“Summer Armenian Studies’ lecture
series, a number of the attendees also
indicated their interest in studying Clas-
sical Armenian.

Since the demand exists, Lark ad-
ministrators developed a Classical Ar-
menian Study curriculum, which will
begin on 6 September 2014.

The classes will take place every
Saturday morning, from 8 to 10 am.
Two semester-long sessions will be of-
fered, thefirst until December 2014, and
the second from January to May 2015.

Directing and coordinating the curricu-
lumwill beVery Reverend Father Dajad
Y ardemian.

Father Yardemian was born in
Lebanon. In 1959, he left for Venice,
where he received his secondary educa-
tion. For eight years he pursued his
academic studiesin philosophy and the-
ology at thePontifical GregorianUniver-
sity in Rome. In 1972, he was ordained
to the celibate priesthood, earning the
title of abegha, or monk, of the
Mekhitarian Congregation. Upon suc-
cessful completion of his research and
writing of histhesis, hewastherecipient
of two scholarly degrees by ordination:
thefirst being therank of Archimandrite
(Vardapet), equal to a Master’s Degree
in Divinity; the second, that of Senior
Archimandrite (Dzaraguyn Vardapet),
equal toaDoctoratein Divinity, in 1993.
For four years he served in the San
Lazzaro Mekhitarian Monastery, and in
1997 he was sent to Los Angeles.

Father Y ardemian is the author of
more than forty individual volumes; his
subject speciaization is Armenian mo-
nastic culture, monastic and Christian
spirituality. He has been engaged in nu-
merous missionsand assignments, which
haveinvolved abroad scope of activities.
Since 2005 he has held a position in the
Western Dioceseof the Armenian Church
of North America and says, “|I have
strived to make use of my ahilities and
strengths for service to the Armenian
Church, andfor al of that | am grateful.”

For enrollment in, or further infor-
mation about the Classical Armenian
Language Studies program, please call
the Lark office, at 818-500-9997.

Russian, Armenian Joint Military Exercises

Continued frompagel

Mikael Grigorian, ispresiding over the
drills, along with the Russian base
chief, Colonel Andrey Ruzinsky.

A statement by Russia's South-
ern Military District stated that the
participating troops will simulate de-
fensive and counteroffensive opera-
tionsagainst an“imaginary adversary”
at ashooting ground in the Aragatsotn
province. It’s said they are backed up
by around 300 artillery systems, tanks,
armored personnel carriers and other
vehicles, as well as recently modern-
ized Russian MiG-29 fighter jets.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
did not issue written statements on the
war games. The ministry spokesman,
Artsrun Hovannisian told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am) that
they were planned in advance and are
not connected with arecent upsurgein
fighting around Nagorno-K arabakh or

other international crises.

TheRussian base’ saviation unit,
stationed in Yerevan, is believed to
have at least 16 MiG-29 jets. Their
electronictargetingand navigation sys-
tems have been upgraded over the past
year, as part of abroader reinforcement
of the Russian military presence in Ar-
menia. TheRussianmilitary alsoplansto
deploy about two dozen combat helicop-
ters there, by the end of this year.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
underscored the base’ s significance to
Moscow, when he toured its Gyumri
headquarters at the start of a state visit
to Armenia last December.

Colonel Ruzinsky caused a stir
earlier in 2013, when he said that his
forces reportedly numbering between
4,000 and 5,000 soldiers would fight
ontheArmenianside, should Azerbaijan
try to reconquer Nagorno-Karabakh
and surrounding lands. The statement
triggered protests from Baku.
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% and “KACH NAZAR” Magazine and TV Show
Presents

« 10th ANNIVERSARY
TTELETHON

- on sunoay, SEPTEMBER 21, 2014

t FOR DISABLED CHILDREN AND FOR
THE RESTORATION OF CHILDREN'S HOMES
Unwohl whgud phiGpnb-Awbnhuniphil
whwh uthnnth
QGG Ppwlwhw) Uhnipbwl 2pbn YElnpnlipg,
117 S. Louis St., Glendale, California
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AMGA 360
AABC 384, HIGH VISION TV 362
and more
FROM 3:00PM-11:00PM
T -
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Armenian Society Cenler in Elnndala

Mail your check Please to, (A.A.0.C. FUND,) P.0.BOX 250038, GLENDALE, CA 91225
Tel: 818-246-0125, 818-239-6880 or 818-606-2070 E-mail:forourkids99@gmail.com

Non-Profit Organization. a Tax Exempt 501 (c) 3 Charity.
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