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Sarkisian Slows Down Controversial Hassan Rouhani “Bright Prospects for
Constitutional Reform Process Deepening Armenian-Iranian Relations”

Iran’s President Invited to Attend Armenian Genocide
YEREVAN — President Serzh Centennial Commeoration
Sarkisian appears to have delayed @
key decision in the controversial pro-
cess of constitutional reform initiated
by him, citing the need for “additional
discussions” with Armenia’s main po-
litical groups.

Sarkisian received on Wednes-
day a detailed “concept” of the reform
from an ad hoc constitutional commis-
sion which he set up a year ago. He

parties and decide later this year
whether the commission should start
drafting concrete amendments to theFebruary or March 2015,” he said.
Armenian constitution on the basis of In its reform framework submit-
its recommendations. ted to the head of state, the commis-
Sarkisian’s press secretary, sion called for Armenia’s transforma-

Arman Saghatelian, said on Friday thattion into a parliamentary republic led N
the decision will not be made before py a powerful prime minister. It said TEHRAN (RFE/RL) — Iran’s bat the ISIL. Official Yerevan con-

next February. “Given that some is- that this would lead to a “clearer sepa- President Hassan Rouhani spoke ofdemned the Sunni jihadist movement
sues discussed in the concept have @ation” of government branches. “bright prospects” for deepening Ar- as a “plague threatening the civilized
pronounced political component, ad- Three Armenian opposition par- menian-Iranian relations and called onworld” following the reported destruc-
ditional political discussions and a ties in parliament are categorically Armeniatojointhe Islamic Republicin tion by ISIL militants of an Armenian
greater political consolidation are ex- against the reform. They say thatfighting against “terrorism” in the church in eastern Syria last month.

pected in connection with them,” Sarkisian is keen to curtail presidential broader region during talks with Prime According to IRNA, Rouhani
Saghatelian told tert.am. powers because he wants to stay inMinister Hovik Abrahamian in Tehran “called for fully using the existing
“Therefore, in all likelihood the government in another capacity afteron Monday. capacity to expand relations” between
Armenian president’s final decision completing his second and final term In an apparent reference to Is- the two neighboring states. He said
regarding the conceptwill be knownin jn 2018. lamic State (ISIL) militants in Syria there are “bright prospect” for doing
and Irag, Rouhani was reported tothat because both governments are
. . < s denounce “terrorists targeting civiliza- committed to closer ties.
Turkish Justice Ministry Clears Way for Probe o0 o e mt. Abrahamian was received by the
of Ex-Police Chief in Dink Murder Case nately killing both Christians and Mus- Iranian president during an official
lims. visit to Tehran. He also held talks with
ISTANBUL — The Turkish Jus- “He said Iran and Armeniaand all Iran’s First Vice President Eshaq

regional states should join forces to Jahangiri that apparently focused on
fight terrorism because security in the bilateral economic cooperation and, in
region will become sustainable only particular, Armenian-Iranian energy
through collective cooperation,” re- projects. Energy Minister Yervand
ported the official IRNA news agency. Zakharian was among six Armenian
“He said security is a non-dividable cabinet members who accompanied
category and if a country suffers from Abrahamian on the trip.
terrorism, other countries will suffer The Iranian Mehr news agency
too.” quoted Jahangiri as telling the press
It was not clear just how Arme- after the talks that the two sides dis-

nia can, from the Iranian perspective,

tice Ministry has cleared the way for
the investigations of nine civil ser-
vants, including the former police chief
of Istanbul Celalettin Cerrah, who has
been accused of negligence in the
murder of the Turkish-Armenian jour-
nalist Hrant Dink in 2007, the Hurriyet
Daily News reports.

Lawyers representing Dink’s
family had long requested the investi-
gation of the nine civil servants, but

their demand had been initially rejected [f e o Y contribute to Tehran's efforts to com- Continuedonpage 3
by the Istanbul Governor’s Office. = ¢ . « 9y T3¢
Y However, an Istanbul High Crimi- [ Baku Angered by “Voice of America” Film
nal Court upheld the family's appeal a_md ] _ on Nagorno Karabakh
lifted the nonsuitruling regarding the nine Agos in central Istanbul on Jan. 19,
civil servants, prompting prosecutors to 2007 in an assassination that sent Baku has strongly condemned a
file an appeal to the Justice Ministry.  shockwaves throughout Turkey. documentary film about Nagorno-
The ministry eventually rejected Lawyers representing Dink’'s Karabakh aired by the “Voice of
the prosecutors’ appeal on Oct. 22family had expressed that the retrial America.” '::::;"::;ﬂ'{‘
with a decision that caps a long legalthat started a year ago could bring “The program prepared by the . = "
battle and may prove substantial dur-progress to the investigation. But one Voice of America “promotes separat- ugus Ul Sl !” I
ing the retrial as the investigation pro- of the key suspects of the case, Erharism and aggression,” Azerbaijani For- naLIil FLOFU E
cess has been stalled, despite a recerftuncel, a former police informant, eign Ministry Spokesman Hikmet 29
Turkish Constitutional Court decision was recently released pending the trial.Hajiyev said, Azeri media report.
that ruled the murder case was not Backing up widespread accusa- Hajiyev said the program, which Lobpo nonaa0samd
efficiently investigated. tions of a state conspiracy, Tuncel doesn't take into account and doesn’t| | @ . aadadiinti Apryax
Along with Cerrah, Ergun Giing6r claimed in December 2013 that he hadreflect the position of the Azerbaijani

and Istanbul Police Department Intel- informed the police of the plan, but community of Nagorno-Karabakh and
ligence Head Ahmet Ilhan Guler figure that his warnings went unheeded. refugees is “unfair and biased.”
among the nine individuals requested The investigations of the key The “Voice of America” broad-
to be investigated by Dink’s lawyers. former police officers may bring to casted on October 18 a program titledthe destiny of their motherland. “What
Dink was shot to death by Ogun light many aspects of the murder that “Karabakh: Peaceful life near the ghoststhe international community treats as
Samast in broad daylight on a busyhave remained unknown. of war.”"The film presents the stance simply a territory, we call it a Sacred
street outside the offices of his bilin- of Artsakh people, who do not even Motherland,” the authors of the film
gual, Turkish-Armenian newspaper Continuedonpage3 wantto hear aboutthe talks held aroundquote Artsakh residents as saying.
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Armenia’s Deputy Prime Minister New Publication:
Armen Gevorgian Resigns Armenian Genocide — Front Page Coverage
YEREVAN — Armenia’s Deputy in the World Press

Prime Minister Armen Gevorgian, who
was once the top aide to former Presi-
dent Robert Kocharian, stepped down
on Thursday for reasons that were not
immediately clear.

His resignation was formally an-
nounced and accepted at a weekl
meeting of Prime Minister Hovik
Abrahamian’s cabinet.

“Mr. Gevorgian wants to continue
his work in the private sector and will -
cooperate with our government later
on,” Abrahamian told cabinet members. : 1) -
“I want to thank him for the joint work ‘ d _. TSNS SE LTINS LLIPLILME LT 3L "ls LILILINELP LIS SN
and wish Mr. Gevorgian success.” outlets in the past several days, mayjse=s _ ARN IDE: FRONTRAG AGE M THE WORLD PRERS

Gevorgian, who has also served astherefore be linked by some commen-[# i i
minister for local government for the tators to Kocharian’s deepening rift
past six years, did not clarify the reasonswith Sarkisian, his erstwhile political |55
for his resignation or hisimmediate plans ally. The ex- pres|denthasmcreasmg|y
in his faewell remarks. “I want to criticized his successor’s track record ""
thank my colleagues, friends, interna-in the last two years, fuelling specula-
tional organizations and the president oftion about his imminent political come- YEREVAN —-The presentation of of 19-20th centuries. The collection
the republic for working with me dur- back. There have been suggestiondAGMI Director Hayk Demoyan’s lat- pictures realistically the Turkish crimes
ing all these years,” he said at thethat Kocharian might return to active €st book titled “Armenian Genocide: against civilization and humanity.
cabinet meeting. “I am leaving with a politics through the Prosperous Arme- Front page coverage in the world “These pictures are the pass-
great sense of satisfaction and hopenia Party (BHK) of Gagik Tsarukian. Press”was held atthe Armenian Geno-ports of Ottoman Turkey,” the author
that my knowledge and skills will con- Recent media reports also al- cide Museum-Institute today. of the book said. He added that the first
tinue to serve our common cause.”  |eged that Gevorgian had fallen out The presentation was welcomed three copies of such books will hence-

Gevorgian, 41, has held the two with the rest of the government leader- by Vigen Sargsyan, the head of RA forth be sent to the President, Prime
ministerial positions ever since ship over the controversial decision to president staff and the coordinator of Minister and Foreign Minister of Tur-
Kocharian handed over power to Presi-reappoint Surik Khachatrian to the the State Commission on coordinationkey. He signed three copies and as-
dent Serzh Sarkisian in April 2008. He gubernatorial position in Armenia’s Of the events dedicated to the 100thsured they would be sent to the ad-
was the chief of Kocharian’s staff southern province of Syunik. The move Anniversary of the Armenian Geno- dresses.
from 2006-2008. has been criticized by the opposition cide; Tigran Jrbashyan, the develop- The crimes have constantly been

Gevorgian first joined the gov- and civil society representatives who ment director at “America” Group; in the limelight of the world’s press
ernment in 1997, at the age of 24, as arsee Khachatrian’s role in the June 2013Harutyun Marutyan, doctor of histori- attention. Numerous materials can be
assistant to then Prime Minister deadly shooting near his house in Goriscal sciences and the leading scientificfound from English, French, Ameri-
Kocharian. He became Kocharian’s that admittedly served as an occasionworker of RA National Academy of can, Italian, Russian, Austrian, Czech,
reputedly most trusted confidante in for his resignation. Sciences, Institute of Archeology and German, Norwegian press sources.
the following years. Unlike most of the other ministers, Ethnography. These condemning publications about

The vice-premier’s resignation, Gevorgianis notaffiliated with Sarkisian’s The book has been published inthe Turkish violence against Arme-
which was predicted by some media ruling Republican Party of Armenia. two languages: Armenian and English. nians serve as mediated testimonies of
The illustrated volume includes some the historical actuality of the Armenian
unigue materials from the world press Genocide.

Office of Armenia’s Honorary Consul
Opens in Fresno More Azerbaijani ISIS Fighters Killed in Syria

Azerbaijani media sources are re- The largest group of Azerbaijani
porting that a professional wrestler from foreign fightersin Syriais likely fighting
Azerbaijan was killed while fighting for for Islamic State. In May, the leader of
the Islamic State (IS) militant group. an Azerbaijani IS faction in Raqga,

Thewrestler, Rashad Bakhshaliyev, Mohammad al-Azeri, gave a video ad-
is reported to have joined IS in August dress in which he stated that IS was on
after suddenly leaving Azerbaijan for the “correct path of jihad” in Syria.
Syria, taking his wife and child with him. While it is not known where

Bakhshaliyev's wife provided the Bakhshaliyev was killed, the timing of
information about his death in a tele- his death suggests he may well have
phone call from Syria, according to died in or near Kobani on Syria’s bor-
Azerbaijani news site Haqgin.az. Sheder with Turkey. It is known that
said the former wrestler was killed “sev- Azerbaijanis are among those fighting
eral days ago” but did not give details with IS in Kobani. IS militants speak-
about where he died. ing Azerbaijani can be heard in recent

The story of Bakhshaliyev's move footage that shows a group of IS
to Syria to join IS has been widely gunmen just outside of Kobani.
reported in Azerbaijan. Bakhshaliyev, from Media sources in Azerbaijan are
the Ismaillidistrictin northern Azerbaijan, reporting that Kurdish militias in the

FRESNO -- The Office of the Andreas Borgeas were present at theappeared to lead a successful life befordbesieged Syrian town of Kobani ex-
Honorary Consul of the Republic of reception that followed the official his departure for Syria and IS. ecuted a young Azerbaijani man who
Armenia was solemnly opened in ceremony. Member of the California He took gold at various wresting had been fighting with the Islamic
Fresno on October 20. State Senate Tom Berryhill, Congress-competitions in Azerbaijan and before State (IS) group.

Attending the eventwere Armenian man Jim Costa, Judge of the Court ofleaving for Syria he worked as a The report of the man’s execu-
Ambassador to the US Tigran Sarkisian,Appeal, Fifth Appellate District Charles freestyle wrestling coach in Ismailli’s tion seem to originate from the French
Armenian Consul Generalin Los Angeles S. Poochigian, foreign diplomats, oth- Olympic complex. AFP news agency, which reported
Sergey Sarkisov, NKR Deputy Prime ers officials of the State of Fresno Some Azerbaijani outlets reported that Cuneyt Hemo, a grocer who had
Minister Arthur Aghabekian, Armenia’s were also in attendance. that Bakhshaliyev received paymentto escaped to Turkey from Kobani, had
Permanent Representative to Washing- Honorary Consul Berj Apkarian fight for IS, although those reports are said the Azerbaijani man had begged to
ton Robert Avetisian, more than 400 noted in his speech that his majorimpossible to verify. be killed so that he could “go to para-
representatives of community organiza- objective is to deepen the relations It is not known how many dise and be rewarded.”
tions, religious leaders. between Fresno and Armenia, contrib- Azerbaijanis are fighting in Syria. Esti- There are no additional details

Members of the Fresno County ute to the intensification of cultural mates in news reports have rangedabout the reported execution, and the
Board of Supervisors and its Chairmanand business ties. from 200 to 300. Azerbaijani man’s identity is unknown.
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Code-Switching: Minority Languages’
Biggest Enemy! Is it Now?

By Dr Arda Jebejian

How many times have you had
your parents, grandparents, or teachers
reprimand you and tell you, « [hgnLy
17[1 [uwn_illip: zlll![i[ltil [uout l))ill.ll!il.‘ »
("Don’t mix your languages, Speak
Armenian only.") Or, «Uyu punfiis
Suhpkipn fiiig k:» ("How do they
say this word in Armenian?")

With millions of Armenians liv-
ing in a diaspora setting, especially as
a minority group with a minority lan-
guage within a majority context, auto-
matically Code-Switching (CS) be-
comes inevitable. Itis very common to
hear an Armenian in the Middle East
use Armenian, Araic, English, French
and Turkish in their everyday conversa-
tion. Similarly, those born and raised in L .
Russia, for example, tend to use Russian — signified mental confuspn and
words or phrases in a conversation they -~ retarde_d_ conceptual, inteflec-
began in Armenian. And so on. tual, and cog'nltlve development..

Such a phenomenon is definitely . Interestingly enough, the find-
not new and definitely not restricted
only to diasporan Armenians. It is
global. So much so thateven the Frencrﬁ
in France, a majority population living
on its own soil, are determined to fight
tooth and nail to keep English words
out of their language, especially in
diplomatic circles.

So, how realistic are we when
we ask, even demand, Armenians ev-
erywhere to stick to one language
when they talk, and of course that one
language should be Armenian? How
tolerant should we be? Rather, should
we tolerate CS at all? Isn't CS the

guage? Is it now?

What exactly is Code-Switching?
CS is the use of two or more

times even within a single utterance.
For a long time, lay people and
scholars thought that ‘mixing’ lan-
uages
—indicated serious abnormal lin-
guistic behavior

Beirut, show that older Armenians feel

knowledge of Armenian and improper
control of language. While younger

natural part of everyday interactions.

Should we encourage or discourage
CS?

Vartan Gregorian Donates Book Collection
to American University in Armenia

YEREVAN — The American
University of Armenia (AUA) welcomed country should be reinvested in this

Vartan Gregorian, president of country.”
Carnegie Corporation of New York, That evening, a standing-room-

Massis Weekly

reason behind the deterioration of ourfrom complex bilingual skills and
mother language to the extent that itemerges in various places among :
has been declared an endangered lanmultilinguals of similar circumstances. ceptance and boosting young people’s

uilty and ashamed of CS. They also ' :
elieve that CS betrays an inadequatestance towards CS will not make it

Wealth that has been created in this

3

searchers that CS does not usuallymind, and teach the young generation
indicate lack of competence on the Armenian words
part of the speaker in any of the lan- — positive attitude towards people
guages concerned, but that it resultsstruggling with remembering or learn-
ing Armenian

— perseverance in showing ac-

Furthermore, there is evidence pride in being Armenian, pride in the
CS follows specific patterns and is Armenian culture, and pride in Arme-
used to attain a variety of communica- nia.

tive goals, such as, facilitating interac- Add to them encouragement,

languages in the same discourse in varition, establishing socio-cultural iden- confidence-building strategies, con-
ous social contexts all over the world. .
Sometimes switching occurs betweenholdinginformation, orimparting socio- optimism
the turns of different speakers in the educational status.
conversation, sometimes between utter-
ances within a single turn, and some-

tity, enhancing communication, with- structive input, faith, incentive, and

—to inspire the young generation
The bottom line is that CS is a to stay Armenian
complicated phenomenon with diverse — to get young people more in-
meanings and implications. volved in community functions
Why do we, Armenians, then — to trust young people with re-
seem to be so set against it? We blameponsible positions in the church,
it on parents’ indifference, teachers/ school boards, political parties, and
schools’ inadequacies, the hegemonycommittees
of English, carelessness, resentment, — to create opportunities for the
or lack of appreciation of the ‘sacred- young generation to interact together
ness’ of the Armenian language. and eventually marry from within the
Probably, if we resorted more to group.
reason and less to emotions, we might

ings of a research | conducted infind a way to handle CS. Let me ex- Conclusion

plain. The following is an excerpt from
First of all, adopting a negative Michael McDaniel’'s Journal:

The villagers have no mosquito
disappear. Second, getting upset, benets and the babies are dying like flies,

coming critical, and blaming people no money for the hospital, fever ram-

interviewees view CS as a positive and institutions right and left usually pant, not a speck of food in the houses,
phenomenon, as it enhances and facili-alienate, frustrate, and antagonize oth-malaria taking its toll. We need at least
tates communication and constitutes a€rs, especially the young generation. 500 or more mosquito nets to get out

to the villagers as fast as we can and
So, what is the magic solution? money to get some of these tiny babies
After 100 years of diasporic ex- into the hospital.
istence and everything that kind of McDaniel is not a medical doc-

The fact is that nowadays there existence entails: fluctuations of lan- tor. He is a linguist who in 2005 went
seems to be a consensus among reguage ideologies, ranges of identities,to South East Asia to preserve the

sociopolitical and socioeconomic Akha community’s mother language.

trends, globalization, consumerism, McDaniel had to put his agenda on hold
explosion of media technologies, we to first get medical help to save the
have to find a way to deal with CS in a Akha infants, future speakers of Akha
more practical, positive manner. So, and hence preservers of the Akha lan-
what is the magic solution? guage.

The magic word is: Attitude! Moral of the story?
The kind of attitude that gener- To understand and handle CS,
ates patience, positivity, and persever-Armenian diasporan communities

ance: should first get their priorities right
— patience to guide, mentor, re- and choose their battles wisely.
Bright Prospects
Continued frompage 1 Yerevan on cash operations between

Armenian and Iranian banks due to
cussed their long-running plans to build Western sanctions against the Islamic
a hydroelectric plant on the Arax river Republic. Reisi said in March that the
marking their border and a third high- ongoing easing of those sanctions
voltage transmission line that would bodes well for the project’s implemen-
connect their power grids. But neither tation.
he nor Abrahamian announced any The under-construction line
dates for the implementation of thesewould allow for a sharp increase in
joint projects, which stalled recently. exports of Armenian electricity to Iran.

The $350 million hydroelectric That electricity is generated by Iranian
project was supposedly launched two natural gas delivered to Armenian ther-
years ago at a ceremony attended bymal power plants.

President Serzh Sarkisian. However, it During his meeting with Rouhani

for the official opening of his personal only crowd packed a campus lectureemerged late last year that the AraxHovik Abrahamyan conveyed Arme-

book collection at the Armenian Gen- hall to hear Gregorian and Dr. Mihran
eral Benevolent Union (AGBU) Papazian Agbabian, p residentemeritus of AUA,

Library. In recent years, Gregorian discuss how they had benefited from

plant’s construction has still not be- nian President Serzh Sarkisian’s invi-
gun. tation to the Iranian President to visit
Iran’s ambassador to Armenia, Yerevan to attend the commemoration

has donated hundreds of books onteachers who guided them in their Mohammad Reisi, has blamed the de-of the 100th anniversary of the Arme-

history, sociology, philosophy, and art early education and from the opportu-
to supplement AUA’s resources and nities presented through higher educa-

emphasize the important role of highertion in the United States.

education as a vehicle for social change “At Stanford University, every

and economic progress in Armenia.
“Armenia owes a debt of grati- my mentor,” said Gregorian. “They

tude to the Armenian diaspora, espe-wanted me to succeed desperately. It

teacher | took courses from becameContinuedfrompage 1

lay on serious restrictions imposed by nian Genocide on April 24, 2015.

Turkish Justice Ministry Clears Way for Probe

state beforehand.
One of Dink’s lawyers, Fehriye
According to reports, Dink was Cetin, argues in a book published last

cially the diasporain the United States,became their challenge to see me succalled to a police department andyear on the murder case that the order

for building this institution (AUA),”

Gregorian said during his visit. “But believed that students don’t fail, teach-

Armenia should also build from within. ers fail.”

ceed. Because of them, | have always‘warned” about the plot against him, to kill was given by the Turkish Na-

fueling the belief that the murder was tional Intelligence Organization (MIT)
known by some institutions within the via an encrypted message.



4 Massis Weekly October 25, 2014

Yervant Babayan Memorial Honors The Grand Opening of AMAA’s Khoren and
an Educator, Visionary Shooshanig Avedisian School and
Community Center

BURBANK, CA - Midway through
amemorial held in honor of Mr. Yervant
Babayan, a lifelong Armenian educator,
on Friday, October 3 at the Western
Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America, 11 elementary aged students i
matching blue and white uniforms com-
plete with a light blue handkerchief tied
around their necks, joined their hands
together and sang the "Hayr Mer."

These young individuals, the in-
augural students of the newly dedi-
cated Yervant Babayan Armenian Sat-
urday School of the Crescenta Valley
Armenian Apostolic Church, were a

ticular the Armenian youth in the ]

Diaspora. Mr. Babayan was laid to restpatriotic or otherwise were simply J.,._. d 7
in August of this year, yet hisinfluence magical.” -
and legacy continues on through Ar- Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, On Wednesday, October 8, the Ar- that these wonderful children, born in
menian school students such as thosérimate of the Western Diocese of the menian Missionary Association of America our sacred Motherland, following the
of the Crescenta Valley, who sang five Armenian Church of America, made a (AMAA) celebrated the Grand Opening of example of the immortal martyred poet,
songs, reflecting the richness of the compassionate case as to why Babayathe Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisiansparktheir youngimpressionable minds
Armenian culture and the vibrant Ar- was universally loved and admired. School and Community Center. with the perpetual light of learning
menian community in the Diaspora. Among seven of his former students Participants at the opening in- provided at the Avedisian School and
The memorial celebration pro- who attainted an eminent position in the cluded: Mr. Serzh Sarkisian, Presidentthe Bilizekian Building”, stated Mr.
vided the opportunity for those close Armenian church hierarchy, Archbishop of the Republic of Armenia; Armen Khanjian, who also thanked President
to Mr. Babayan to share their personalDerderian said Mr. Babayan was a wit- Ashotian, Minister of Education and Sarkisian for honoring the Grand Open-
memories and elaborate on his educaness and participant of 20th century Science; Bradley Busetto, UN Resi- ing and this historical and memorable
tional endeavors, namely as principal Armenian history, from the Armenian dent Coordinator and UNDP Resident day by his participation.
ofthe Vahan Tekeyan School in Beirut, Genocide to the revival of the Armenian Representative; Hranush Hakobian, RA There were two special compo-
Lebanon for over 30 years as well asDiaspora, to the independence of Arme-Minister of Diaspora, national and lo- nents of the day. The first was Presi-
an instrumental figure in the Tekeyan nia and the liberation of Artzakh. cal government officials; members of dent Sarkisian bestowing The Presi-
Cultural Association, Demaocratic Lib- "Mr. Babayan was a patriot who the Avedisian and Bilezikian families; dential Medal of Movses Khorenatsi to
eral (Ramgavar) party, AGBU and the longed for the Motherland and Holy Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, President of Mr. Edward Avedisian for his outstand-
Armenian Diaspora as a whole. Etchmiadzin,” said Archbishop Haigazian University; Joseph Zeronian, ing achievements in the spheres of cul-
Keynote speaker Dr. Krikor Derderian. "Through it all he stead- Ed. D., AMAA President; Zaven ture, art, literature, education, social
Adanalian gave an impassionate speecliastly remained the messenger of faith."Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director sciences and sports. Mr. Sarkisian
about what he had learned from Mr. On behalf of the Babayan and and CEO, and hundreds of local andthanked all those who through their
Babayan even though he had neverKarayan families, Dr. Silva Karayan de- international guess. active participation, contribution and
been his student. He noted that heliveredatalkin Armenian andin English Thefirstribbon cutting ceremony input move Armenia forward and make
never pursued fame and glory insteadthanking the public at large, ecclesiasticswas at the Bilezikian Building, by the it a better place for its people.
serving his community with principle and civic leaders in the community for members of the Bilizekian family, fol- The second special component
and integrity. their outpouring sentiments of gratitude lowed by the ribbon cutting ceremony of the day was when Mrs. Pamela
“Mr. Babayan answered the noble to Mr. Babayan'’s life-long dedication to of the Avedisian School. Avedisian offered some very touching
calling of being an educator, commu- the Armenian nation. Following a beautiful symbolic remarksin Armenian and proceeded to
nity leader and a writer, contributing Dr. Karayan highlighted the fact Armenian traditional dance, Melanya playing two beautiful classical pieces
richly even in his advanced age,” said that even until the very last days of his Geghamian, principal of the school on the piano that she had dedicated to
Adanalian. life, Babayan kept close touch with conducted a tour of the building for the school in honor of her parents.
He stated that his former stu- people around him and followed the President Sarkisian. He was very im- The day also included individual
dents occupy dominant roles in Arme- events of Armenian life. pressed and inquired about several asribbon cutting ceremonies of the spaces
nian Diasporan life, in the realm of Opening remarks were made by pects of the LEED certification and the for which other benefactors were
ecclesiastic and civic life. Armenian community activist and facilities; our student body, and our present to celebrate. The guests then
In his speech, Dr. Arshag former student of Babayan's at Vahanplans for the future. toured the facilities, while other bene-
Kazanjian, editor of Massis Weekly, Tekeyan School, Levon Keshishian, In his remarks, Mr. Khanjian factors conducted ribbon-cutting cer-
emphasized that Mr. Babayan dedi-who served as the memorial’'s masterstated, “1600 years ago, Saint Mesrob’semonies of classrooms.
cated his entire life to service of Arme- of ceremonies. invention of the Armenian Alpabet and At the evening banquet, Joseph
nian literature, culture and education. “Although thousands of his its direct and significant impact of Zeronian, Ed.D., President of the
“For generations he educated former student all over the world are translating the Bible into Armenian is AMAA Board of Directors addressed
young men and women with a sense ofmourning the passing of Yervant commemorated in the month of Octo- more than the 220 guests who at-
pride intheir culture and homeland,” said Babayan, yet they all are immensely ber. Could there be a more appropri-tended a lavish dinner. He offered the
Kazanjian. “He tirelessly advocated the proud of their legendary teacher andate, worthy, sacred and wise expres-sincere thanks of the entire Board to all
merits of being a true Armenian and principal,” said Keshishian, who added sion of gratitude to reciprocate that of the donors of the School and the
promoted the strengthening of Arme- that he was privileged to have beenimmortal gift to the Armenian nation other fine work of the AMAA.
nian-Diaspora ties. He leaves behind aboth his student and later, provision- than the realization of the dream of the The PAROS Chamber Choir, com-
rich legacy and it is incumbent upon the ally, member of his staff. Avedisians and Bilezikians, with the prised of mostly disabled musicians who
new generation to carry this torch." The event concluded with a Re- implementation of this beacon of edu- perform while seated in their wheelchairs,
One of his first students, Mr. quiem Service (hokehankisd) and acation, a newly constructed, modern provided a stunning presentation of a med-
Paylag Aharonian recounted his im- memorial luncheon (hokejash) at the and magnificent school.” ley of sacred music and Komidas songs.
pressions of Mr. Babayan when he Nazareth and Sima Kalaydjian Hall “Today, with the official dedica- The amazing historical and memo-
arrived from Aleppo in 1935 to teach at where Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian, tion of this sacred structure, it is the rable day thus ended with all attendees
AGBU's Nourbarian School in the a longtime acquaintence of Mr. heartfelt wishes of the Avedisian and moving away with a feeling of awe,
northern Lebanon city of Tripoli. Babayan's recounted his very first Bilezikian families, joined with mem- gratitude and thankfulness to the bene-
"He was a young well-dressed meeting with Mr. Babayan at the old bers and supporters of the Armenianfactors and AMAA for this magnani-
and energetic teacher, who in a veryVahan Tekeyan School that was aMissionary Association of America, mous achievement.
short time made himselfloved by all of collection of rooms in rented buildings
us and we in return loved him,” said atthe edge of a BourjhHmmoud shanty
Aharonian. “Teaching was the ulti- town neibourhood in the mid-fiftees.

mate joy in his life.” He spoke of the remarkable changes Ha aSta n I nfo net
Alluding to his oratorical skills, the school underwent over the years L

Aharonian added that, “his speeches,under Mr. Babayan’s leadership.
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