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Hrant Dink Murder Case Deepens
with New Testimonies

. Uity ‘1.-.1 iy 3

pects in the murder case of journalist
Hrant Dink, killed in 2007 in I stanbul,
has been broadened, with the court
listening to more high-ranking offi-
cialsamid amoveto merge the case of
the convicted shooter with that of the
alleged instigators, the Hurriyet Daily
News reports.

Ergun Giingor, the Istanbul
deputy governor at the time, testified
on Dec. 9 at an Istanbul court as a
suspect accused of negligence.

A day earlier, Ahmet Ilhan Gliler,
the then-chief of police intelligence,
testified. Thethen-Trabzon police chief
Resat Altay has also been called to
testify, while former Istanbul police
chief Celalettin Cerrah, along with
seven others, are expected to appear in
court soon.

A Bakirkdy district court in
Istanbul canceled the dismissal of

ISTANBUL -- The list of sus-

charges against officials on June 6,
handing the case to the Istanbul chief
public prosecutor’s office.

Another court decision ruled to
combine convicted assailant Ogin
Samast’s case at the juvenile court
with a case at the fifth high criminal
court, inwhich Y usuf Hayal and Erhan
Tuncel are accused of convincing
Samast in the Black Sea province of
Trabzon to shoot Dink in Istanbul.

“I will speak up,” Samast, who
was 17 years old when he shot Dink in
front of the latter's office on Jan. 19,
2007, was quoted as saying in daily
Taraf |ate last month. His words came
in a letter sent to the prosecutor in
charge of the investigation.

Civil servantsandinstitutionsal-
legedly implicated in the murder of
Dink should beinvestigated, the Con-
stitutional Court stated in a detailed
ruling on the case on Nov. 12

Russian Parliament OKs Armenian Entry
Into Eurasian Union

MOSCOW -- Thelower house of
Russia's government-controlled par-
liament on Wednesday unanimously
ratified a recently signed treaty on
Armenia’s accession to the Russian-
led Eurasian Economic Union (EEU).

The State Duma voted on the
treaty one week after it was over-
whel mingly approved by the Armenian
parliament. “1 want to bring your at-
tention to the fact that in the last
several years no legislation has been
adopted by Armenia’ sparliament with
such an overwhelming mgjority,” Oleg
Lebedev, a parliamentary leader of
President VVladimir Putin’ sUnited Rus-
siaParty, told fellow deputiesduring a
brief debate on the issue.

Representatives of the three other
partiesrepresentedintheRussianparlia-
ment also voiced support for the treaty
whichPutinandhisArmenian, Belarusian
and Kazakh counterpartssignedinMinsk
in October.

Leonid Slutsky, the chairman of a
Dumacommittee on tieswith ex-Soviet
states, called Armenia supcoming mem-
bership in the EEU a“landmark event.”
Slutsky, who reportedly has warm ties
with Azerbaijan’s leaders, noted at the

same time that Y erevan’s membership
talks bid faced “some controversy” re-
|atedtothestatusof Nagorno-Karabakh.

with its internationally recognized bor-
ders,” he stressed.

Slutsky clearly alluded to misgiv-
ings voiced by Kazakhstan earlier this
year. Echoing concerns expressed by
Baku, Kazakh President Nursultan
Nazarbayev demanded that the acces-
sion treaty make a special reference to
those borders, which do not include
Karabakh.

The treaty hasto be also ratified
by the parliaments of Kazakhstan and
Belarus in order to take effect. The
Armenian government hopes that the
ratification process will be completed
by the end of this month.

Bako Sahakyan: The Path Artsakh Has
Chosen is Irreversible

STEPANAKERT -- President of
the Nagorno Karabakh Republic Bako
Sahakyan has issued a congratulatory
address on the State Independence
Referendum and Constitution Day of
Artsakh:

Dear compatriots,

On behalf of the Artsakh authori-
tiesand on my own behalf, | cordially
congratulate you on the NKR State
Independence Referendum and Con-
stitution Day.

This day has entered into the
millennialong history of our nation as
the beginning of a new path, which
marked the firm determination of the
Artsakh Armeniansto build afree and
independent state as well as a civil
soci ety based on democratic principles,
universal human and national values.
Both the 1991 Independence Referen-
dum and the adoption of the basic law
of our country — the Constitution in
2006 once again proved that the
Artsakh people are resolute and ready
to defend their interests and freedom
in accordance with the norms and
standards of international law.

The path we have chosenisirre-
versible, asitisjust and sanctified by
theblood of our martyrs. Weareobliged
to strengthen our statehood day by
day, develop our economy and im-
prove the living conditions of people.

We ought to realize our nation’s aspi-
rationsand desires, guided by theletter
and spirit of the law and build astrong
legal state. That is the only way to-
wards the prosperity of Artsakh, its
international recognition and integra-
tion with the civilized world. And we
are glad that the number of Artsakh’s
friends, who respect and value the
decisions and efforts of our citizensto
follow democratic path is steadily in-
creasing year after year. This is an
ongoing process which will definitely
reach its logical conclusion, and
Artsakh will occupy its worthy place
among sovereign and devel oped states.

Respected people of Artsakh,

| onceagain congratulateall of uson
themost significant stateholiday andwish
peace, robust health and al the best.”

Armenian Serviceman Killed

by Azerbaijani Gunfire

STEPANAKERT — Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic President Bako
Sahakyantoday signed adecreeaward-
ing posthumously private of the NKR
Defense Army’s N division Garik
Ispiryanwiththe® For ServiceinBattle”
medal.

AccordingtotheNKR president’s
official website the 19-year-old, who
was killed on Monday, was awarded
for “bravery shown during the defense
of the NKR state border”.

TheKarabakh Defense Army said
on mOnday Ispiryan was shot and
killedinan Azerbaijani ceasefireviola-
tion at asection of “theline of contact”
east of Karabakh. It gave no other
details of the incident.

- #.I -.
According to an official state-
ment on the Nagorno-Karabakh De-
fense Army’s website, an inquest has
been launched into the circumstances.

“The Defense Army shares the
grief of the heavy loss and expresses
its solidarity with Ispirian’s family,
relativesandfell ow servicemen,” reads
the statement.

Armenian media outlets reported
later in the day that Karabakh Armenian
forceskilled at least 5 enemy soldiersas
they thwarted an Azerbaijani commando
raid on their frontline positions. “Yes,
they made such an attempt but were
pushed back,” Davit Babayan, a senior
official in Stepanakert, told yerkir.am.
He declined to comment further.
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Fatih Akin’s Armenian Genocide Film
Hits Turkish Movie Theatres

ISTANBUL — The premiere of
Turkish-German filmmaker Fatih
Akin’smovie, “The Cut,” was held in
Istanbul under heavy security. It hits
Turkish movie theaters on Dec. 5.

The premiere of the movie was
attended by a number of celebri-
ties. Prominent Armenian pho-
tographer from Constantinople
Ara Guler was also present at the
event. Akin was accompanied by
seven bodyguards.

AsAkin'sfirst moviein English,
“The Cut” centers on an Armenian
father who travels from the 1915 Ot-
toman Empire to the U.S. in search of
his daughters.

The 138-minute drama stars
French actor of Algerian descent Tahar
Rahim who is best known for hisrole
in the 2009 award-winning French

movie“A Prophet,” aswell as French-
Moroccan singer and actress Hindi
Zahra, French-Armenian actor Simon
Abjarian and Turkish actor Bartu
KiclUkcaglayan.

Along with Akin, Armenian-
American screenwriter Mardik Mar-
tin, who has also worked with legend-
ary filmmaker Martin Scorsese, penned
the screenplay of the drama.

“I know very well that Turks
would not accept a film about an Ar-
menian hero. This is why | used the
genocide of Native Americans to de-
velop empathy with them,” Akin has
said about the film.

The film, which competed for
the coveted Golden Lion award at the
71st Venice Film Festival, had an esti-
mated budget of 16 million euros, ac-
cording to the website imdb.com.

Global Militarisation Index 2014:
Armenia Ranked Third

BONN -- Armenia is the third
most militarized country, according to
the Global Militarisation Index (GM1)
issued by the Bonn International Cen-
ter for Conversion.

In the 2014 GMI, Israel,
Singapore, Armenia, Syria, Russia,
Cyprus, South Korea, Jordan, Greece
and Azerbaijan (rank 1 to 10) are
amongst the ten countries with the
highest level sof militarizationthree of
which are situated in the Middle East,
twoinEast Asiaandtheremainingfive
in Western and Eastern Europe. The
high levels of militarization in these
countriesare mostly theresult of com-
prehensive arms purchases.

The causesfor thegenerally high
levels of militarization in The Middle
East are manifold. They range from
the defense of existing authoritarian
regimes against possible internal ad-
versaries to external conflicts and po-
tential threats from the outside. All in
al, one will have to assume that the
level of militarizationintheregionwill
remain high or will even increase.

The neighboring states Armenia
(rank 3) and Azerbaijan (rank 10),
both belonging to Europe, show very
high levels of militarization and have
initiated major increases in their mili-
tary expenditures over the past years.
The high levels of militarization in
these two countries must, however,
be seen in the overall context. Russia
(rank 5) delivers arms to both South

Caucasian republics and has been pur-
suing acomprehensivemilitary reform
since 2008.

Between 2009 and 2013, expen-
ditures for equipment and procure-
ment in European NATO statesfell by
more than US $ 9 billion. Still, some
statesshow highlevelsof militarisation
(Greece: 9, Estonia: 21, Turkey: 24,
Bulgaria: 27, Portugal : 28).

Singapore (rank 2) and South
Korea (rank 7) are the two countries
within East Asiathat are amongst the
ten most militarized countries in the
world. Singapore’s procurement ef-
forts are a reaction to its many unre-
solved territorial issues, the impor-
tance of strategic waterways in the
region and the Chinese anti-access /
area denial strategy. South Korea's
high level of militarization can be un-
derstood in the context of the ongoing
state of war with North Korea, but also
with unresolved territorial issueswith
Japan and Chinainthe Yellow Sea.

The Global Militarisation Index
(GMI) depicts the relative weight and
importance of the military apparatus
of one stateinrelation to its society as
awhole. The update of the GMI 2014
is based on data from the year 2013 (i.
e. the most recent year for which data
has been available) and comprises 152
states. BICC's GMI is supported by
the German Federal Ministry for Eco-

Continued on page4
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US Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Approves Nomination of
New Ambassador to Armenia

WASHINGTON , DC — This
week, theUS Senate Foreign Relations
Committee (SFRC) approved Presi-
dent Obama’'s nominees to serve as
ambassador to Armeniaand A zerbaijan,
Richard M. Mills, Jr. and Robert F.
Cekuta, respectively. The SFRC ap-
proved aslew of nominations by voice
vote during a closed-door meeting in
the Capitol.

Theconfirmation of thetwo nomi-
nees comes at a crucial time as in-
creased tensions along the Line of
Contact (LOC) between Nagorno
Karabakh (NK) and Azerbaijan have
claimed dozens of livesthisyear. The
latest example of Azerbaijan aggres-
sionoccurred on November 12th, when
an Azerbaijani military unit stationed
near the LOC shot down an unarmed
NK army helicopter killing all three
servicemen aboard.

A career diplomat, Richard M.
Mills, Jr., has held numerous diplo-
matic positions. Currently, he is the
Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S.
Embassy in Beirut, Lebanon.

He also has diplomatic experi-
encewith Armenia. Early inhiscareer,
following the dissol ution of the Soviet
Union, he was the desk officer at the
State Department for the newly inde-
pendent Armeniaand Azerbaijan.

Mills has also held positions in
Malta, Paris, St. Petersburgand Dublin,
among others.

He is a graduate of Georgetown
University’s School of Foreign Ser-
vice. Mills holds a J.D. from the Uni-
versity Of Texas School of Law, as
well asan M.A. in International Secu-

rity Affairsfrom the National Defense
University.

Robert F. Cekutais currently the
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State of the Energy Resources Bu-
reau. Prior to this, he was the Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Energy, Sanc-
tions, and Commodities in the State
Department’s Bureau for Energy and
Business Affairs. Previous overseas
assignments have included stints in
Tokyo and Berlin. He is a graduate of
Georgetown University and holds an
M.A. from the Thunderbird School of
Globa Management and the National
War College.

With the committee’s approval,
their nominations move to the Senate
floor for a vote, which is expected
sometime next week. Senate confir-
mation of a number of President
Obama’ snomineesincluding Millsand
Cekuta are likely before Congress ad-
journs for the year.

Armenian Central Bank Intervenes
to Prevent Depreciation of Dram

YEREVAN — The Central Bank
of Armenia(CBA) pledgedto prevent a
further sizable depreciation of the Ar-
menian dram on Tuesday after stepping
up its interventions in the local cur-
rency market.

“Inour view, [exchangerate] fluc-
tuationswill now benegligible,” saidthe
CBA governor, Artur Javadian. “We
expect that sharpfluctuationswill quickly
end because the exchange rate will sta-
bilizeasaresult of theseactions,” hetold
a news conference.

The CBA announced on Monday
that it will sell fixed amounts of U.S.
dollarsto Armenian commercial banks
and publicize information about those
transactionsonadaily basis. Themove
followed Prime Minister Hovik
Abrahamian’ scallsfor tough CBA ac-
tion against “speculative” currency
trading which he blamed onthedram’s
weakening in recent weeks.

AccordingtoJavadian, theCBA’s
daily currency saleswill amount to $6
million in the course of this week. He
said they will be gradually lowered in
the following weeks.

From November 20 up till now the
Armenian national currency, the dram,
has devaluated by more than 7 percent
reaching 457 drams per dollary, down
by about 10 percent. Some commercial
bankshavereportedly limitedtheir dollar
sales to customers over the past month.

£ UbhunpnOwyuil
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Like other Armenian officials,
Javadian blamed the dram’ s weakening
on Russia s worsening economic woes
resulting in large measure from the col-
lapse of international oil prices. Hesaid
that a sharp depreciation of the Russian
ruble has triggered panic buying of dol-
larsin Armeniaand other ex-Soviet states.

The CBA chief said that illicit
currency speculations in Armenia has
been another factor. He said that the
Central Bank has launched “ proceed-
ings” against some commercial banks
and currency retailers that will likely
result in “very strict” punishments. In
particular, he said, several currency
exchange shops will be fined up to 4
million drams each.
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Israeli President Backtracks on
Armenian Genocide Recognition

TEL AVIV — Israeli President
Reuven Rivlin, formerly an outspoken
advocate of Israel’ srecognition of the
Armenian Genocide, decided not to
renew his signature on an annual peti-
tion calling for Israel to officially rec-
ognize the mass killings as genocide,
the Times of Israel reports.

Those responsible for the peti-
tion were surprised by Rivlin’schange
of stance, Israel’s Channel 10 News
reported on Thursday night, which
was ascribed to the heightened sensi-
tivity of his position since Rivlin was
elected president earlier thisyear. The
TV report said Rivlin was apparently
concerned not to further harm Israel’s
strained relations with Turkey.

Ties have been all-but frozen in
recent years, notably asaconsequence
of the 2010 killings of nine Turkish
citizens by Israeli naval commandos
who were attacked when they inter-
cepted the Turkish vessel Mavi
Marmaraas it sought to break Israel’s
security blockade of Hamas-run Gaza.

The 100th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocidewill becommemo-
rated on April 24, 2015.

Beit Hanassi, the president’s of -
ficial residence, confirmed that Rivlin
had not signed the petition, Channel 10
said. It said unnamed Foreign Ministry
officials welcomed the president’s
“statesmanship.”

Israel has avoided formally rec-

ognizingthe Armenian Genocideinthe
political arena for years, for fear of
straining diplomatic ties with Turkey,
which was Israel’s closest ally in the
Muslim world until the deterioration
under the leadership of Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, an open supporter of Hamas
who has issued a stream of highly
critical statements about Israel.

In years past, Rivlin on numer-
ous occasions encouraged | sraeli law-
makers to reject the politicized dis-
course that has dominated the discus-
sion of the issue. “I’'m aware of the
sensitivity, but I’'m not blaming mod-
ern-day Turkey,” Rivlin told Knesset
members last year, when he was still
an MK himself. “ The government that
committed these acts was overturned
by Turkey itself,” he said during a
special session on the topic.

“I"'m sure Turkey will bean adly. |
think asol ution needstobefoundfor this
crisis, butit’ sunthinkablethat the K nesset
ignore this tragedy,” Rivlin said. “We
demandthat peopledon’ t deny theHolo-
caust, and we can'tignorethetragedy of
another nation,” he said.

During an interview with Israel
Army Radioin2013, Rivlinhighlighted
the differences between the Hol ocaust
and themurder of the Armenian people.
But without blurring thosedifferences,
Israel must find a way to “fulfill its
moral obligation of remembering
wrongs done to others,” he said.

Freedom on the Net 2014:
Armenia Ranked as a “Free” Country

Armenia

free

Armenia is ranked as a “free”
country in the Freedom on the Net
2014 report released by the Freedom
House today.

Georgiais also ranked as “fee,”
while Azerbaijan, Russia, Turkey are
among countries in the “partly free”
category.

Iceland tops the ranking, fol-
lowed by Estonia and Canada,
Armenia’ ssouthern neighbor Iranisat
thebottom of thetable, Public Radio of
Armenia reports.

According to the report, “the

internet penetration rate in Armenia
has continued improving over the past
few years, accompanied by fewer re-
strictions on online content. Addition-
aly, citizen groups and NGOs have
made use of online communication
tools to organize campaigns and pro-
mote policy changes in the country.”

Accordingtothelnternational Tele-
communication Union, theinternet pen-
etration rate in Armenia stood at 46
percent in 2013, compared with 39 per-
centin2012 andjust 6.2 percent in 2008.

The Armenian mobilephone pen-

Judicial Assassination Against
Sevan Nisanyan

ISTANBUL (Agos) — Sevan
Nisanyan’'s prison sentence has been
increased to 11 years and 8 months.
AccordingtoNisanyan’ slawyer Murat
Akgi, if the Constitutional Court does
not produce an expected ruling,
Nisanyanmight stay inprisonfor years.
There is not a single other case in
which a person is held in a closed
prison for the crime Nisanyan is
charged with.

Sevan Nisanyan, imprisoned at
the Aydin Y enipazar Prison at the mo-
ment, was sentenced in a different
case to atotal of 5 years 2 months 15
days imprisonment and given an addi-
tional fine of 12.600 TL by the Selguk
2. Criminal Court of First Instance for
opposing the Code of Protection of
Cultural and Natural Properties
(KTVKK). With the addition of this
sentence, Nisanyan’ stotal prison sen-
tencenow standsat 11 years 8 months.
Nisanyan's lawyer Murat Akci has
stated that they will appeal these rul-
ings as well.

Number of cases unknown

In March, the sentence passed for
the same charge was reversed by the
Supreme Court of Appeals, however,
following a reassessment of the four
files by the local court, Nisanyan was
found guilty of “intentionally causing
damage to immovable cultural assets
under protection”. Akci explained that
they did not even know the number of
cases filed against Nisanyan on such
charges, because regional protection
decisions that form the basis of such
charges are taken without being served
to the personin question. Therefore, the
person who is sentenced does not even
know which of his or her acts was
deemed to be within the scope of crime.

Akci appealed to the Constitu-
tional Court (AYM) for a sentence
Nisanyan received for the same
charges. Akci explains that the AYM
had previously quashed a similar rul-
ing, but that a legal vacuum that re-
mains because of the failure to amend
the law leads the Supreme Court of
Appeals to approve the same rulings.
According to Akgi, if the Constitu-
tional Court does not produce the ex-
pected ruling, Nisanyan might remain

in prison for years. There is not a
single other case in which a person is
held in a closed prison for the crime
Nisanyan is charged with. Akci be-
lievesthat thissituation representsthe
‘success’ of those who want to si-
lence Sevan Nisanyan.

Nisanyan hasbeenin prisonfor a
year

A casewasfiled against Nisanyan
who compl eted the construction of a40-
squaremeter house on a plot of land he
owned, and located a kilometer away
fromtheSirinceVillageof Izmir, despite
the site being twice officially sealed off,
on charges that the plot was within a
protected area. When the Supreme Court
of Appeals approved the decision,
Nisanyan received a 2-year prison sen-
tence. Nisanyan entered prison on 2
January 2014, and ashort time after was
exiled to a closed prison, and forced to
change prisonsfour timesfor “security”
reasons. During the time he has been in
prison, Nisanyan received further sen-
tences of 2 years 10 months for oppos-
ing the Building Code, and 1 year 8
months sentence for opposing the
KVTKK, resultingin atotal sentence of
6 years 6 months.

Nisanyan also has a 2 year 6
months imprisonment sentence for
opposing the KTVKK on appeal at the
Supreme Court of Appeals. Another
sentence of Nisanyan on appeal at the
Supreme Court of Appealsisthe 13,5
month-sentence he received for
“overtly belittling religious values
adopted by a section of the public” on
charges of “insulting the Prophet
Muhammad”.

etration rate reached 112.4 percent in
2013, compared to 111.9 percent in
2012 and 48.4 percent in 2008. Access
to mobile broadband is available
throughout the majority of the country
and is affordable for much of the
population.

In practice, the Armenian gov-
ernment and the telecommunication
regulatory authority, the Public Ser-
vicesRegulation Commission (PSRC),
donotinterferewith or try toinfluence
the planning of network topology.
Operators plan and develop their net-
works without any coordination with
either the government or the regula-
tory authority.

Armenian internet users enjoy ac-
cess to internet resources without limi-
tation, including peer-to-peer networks,
voice and instant messaging services
such as Skype and Google Tak, and
popular social networks such as
Facebook, Y ouTube, and Odnoklassniki.

The Armenian government does
not consistently or pervasively block

users' access to content online.

Currently, self-censorshipisnot a
widespread practiceintheonlinesphere.
The Armenian government and the rul-
ing political elitehaveavoided theappli-
cation of any extralegal measures to
prevent political opponents or indepen-
dent internet resources from publishing
online content.

Freedom on the Net 2014 — the
fifth annual comprehensive study of
internet freedom around the globe, cov-
ering developmentsin 65 countries that
occurred between May 2013 and May
2014 —findsinternet freedom around the
world in decline for the fourth consecu-
tive year, with 36 out of 65 countries
assessed in the report experiencing a
negative trajectory during the coverage
period.

In adeparture from the past, when
most governments preferred a behind-
the-scenes approach to internet control,
countries rapidly adopted new laws that
legitimizeexisting repression and effec-
tively criminalizeonlinedissent.
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First Armenian Interactive Multimedia

Project — “Armenian Treasures” Launched

YEREVAN — “Locator” CJSC
has announced the launch of “Arme-
nian Treasures” — the first Armenian
interactive multimedia 3D project
which promote the ancient historical
and cultural monuments of Armenia
and Artsakh!

Now, everybody from around
the world can download “Armenian
Treasures” application and enjoy the
interactive virtual 3D journeys to fa-
mousArmenian historical architectural
masterpieces with own IPad — walk
around the sites, watch with bird’'s-
eye view, get acquainted with the his-
tory, light a candle, pray, use “Aug-
mented Reality” (AR) and other fea-
tures made with high-tech.

Currently, interactivejourneysto
5monuments—Tatev, Garni, Geghard,
Gandzasar and Ghazanchetsots are al -
ready available! Journeysto another 4
cultural sites—Kecharis, Sevanavank,
Khor Virap and Noravank... are being
finalized.

Theoverall objectiveof theproject
isto spread Armenian ancient cultural
treasuresin AppStore and GooglePlay

markets, thus making our homeland
more recognizable and attract the at-
tention of foreigners, thereby promot-
ing the growth and impact of tourism.

“We are sure the project will be
of interest to hundreds of thousands of
young ethnic Armenians who were
born outside Armenia and had no pos-
sibility to come and to see the home-
land with own eyes. And perhaps,
many Armenian schools of Diaspora
will also beinterested”. Stated project
manager Emil Stepanyan.

““ Armenian Treasures” also con-
tains some hidden elements of propa-
gandaontheArtsakhland belongingto
Armenia. In this regard it is not by
chance that Gandzasar and
Ghazanchetsots have been selected at
the initial stage of the project. In the
future we are going to strengthen the
elements of propaganda by including
the monuments of Western Armenia,
forinstanceruinsof Ani or Aghtamar!!”
The project manager concluded.

The Project is conducted by Lo-
cator company without and external
support for about 3 years.

My Father’s Destiny : The Golgotha of
Armenia Minor

Transl. by Diran Meghreblian

with an introduction by Yves Ternon
176 pp, illust., ISBN 9781909382152.
pb. US$24.00 / UK£16.00

Every destiny is unique, but that
of a survivor stands out because it
wasn't interrupted when the multitude
were destroyed. He is like a piece of
wreckage that is thrown by the waves
onto abeach after astormtoreveal the
scale of the disaster and cerry with it
— its echo reverberating from genera-
tion to generation — the last scream of
the dead: ‘Do not forget us' —Yves
Ternon (from introduction to My
Father’s Destiny)

My Father’'s Destiny is one of
few English language accounts of the
Armenian Genocidein Sivas, the prov-
incewiththelargest Armenian popul a-
tion in the Ottoman Emepire. It work is
composed of a translation of Aram
Gureghian’s memoirs written at the
age of 16 shortly after the Armenian
Genocide; the Gureghianfamily’ ssub-

JI

sequent fate in France and Soviet Ar-
menia; and a specific account of the
Armenian Genocidein Sivas—the an-
cestral homeland of the Gureghianfam-
ily. This highly readable work was
originally published in French (1999),
then in Turkish (2004), and is now
availableinEnglish.

December 13, 2014

Professor Richard Hovannisian

in Multple Fall Presentations

UCLA -- During the 2014 Fall
Quarter at the University of California,
Los Angeles, Professor Richard
Hovannisian participated in twenty
university and community programs.
Hisuniversity and academic presenta-
tions were on Modern Armenian His-
tory; the Armenian Genocide and Con-
temporary Denial; Historic Western
Armenia; the SmyrnaCalamity of 1922;
Ora History and Memoirs; and the
Republicof Armenia. Thelectureswere
given at Boston University on Septem-
ber 25 (Kinosian Chair, Prof. Simon
Payaslian); International Association
of Armenian Studiesand M atenadaran,
Yerevan, October 9-10; Gulbenkian
Foundation, Lisbon, October 15-17
(Dr. Razmig Panossian, Gulbenkian
Foundation, and Prof. Sebouh Aslanian,
UCLA); Loyola-Marymount University,
October 20 (Dept. of History, Prof.
Najwa al-Qattan); Clark University,
October 24-25 (Strassler Holocaust &
Genocide Studies Center, Kal oosdian-
Mugar Chair, Worcester State, and
NAASR); University of Michigan-
Dearborn, November 2 (Armenian
Research Center, Prof. Ara Sanjian);
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor,
November 3 (Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, Prof. Katherine Babayan); Soci-
ety for Armenian Studies and Middle
East Studies Association, Washing-
ton, D.C., November 21-22 (Prof.
Bedross Der Matossian, U. of Ne-
braska); and Chapman University,
December 9 (History Department, Dr.
MarilynHarran).

Professor Hovannisian also con-
tinued his community talks and en-
gagements. DuringtheFall Quarter, he
made presentations at St. John Arme-
nian Church in San Francisco, Sep-
tember 21; Organization of Istanbul
Armenians, Los Angeles, September
26; St. Gregory thellluminator Church
and Community Center of the United
Arab Emirates, Sharjah-Dubai, Octo-
ber 7; Hairenik Association Anniver-
sary, Boston, October 26; St. Leon
Church, Fairlawn, New Jersey, Octo-
ber 30; AGBU Manoogian School,
Detroit, November 2; Hamazkayin
Cultural Associationand Sourp Khatch
Church, Washington, D.C., Novem-
ber 22; Hamazkayin, London, Novem-
ber 30; Armenian “National Home/
Azkayin Dun”, Sofia, Bulgaria, De-
cember 1; and Armenian Community
Center, Plovdiv, Bulgaria, December
2. In Bulgaria, , he also gave inter-
views for local Bulgarian television
and was filmed for a Bulgarian docu-
mentary on the occasion of the cente-
nary of the Armenian Genocide.

While in Yerevan in October, a
ceremony was held at the American
University of Armeniato acknowledge
Hovannisian's gift of his professiona
library to the AUA library. During this
period, Richard Hovannisian also began
his appoi ntment as Adjunct Professor of
History at the University of Southern
Californiatowork with the Shoah Foun-
dation on theintegration of several hun-
dred survivor testimoniesmadeavailable
by the Armenian Film Foundation.

Global Militarisation Index 2014

Continued from page2

nomic Cooperation and Devel opment
(BMZ).

The GMI is divided into three
overarching categories: expenditure,
personnel and heavy weapons. Mili-
tary spending in relation to GDP and
health spending arethe most important

indicatorsfor determining the level of
militarization. Besidesmilitary expen-
diture, thelevel of militarizationisalso
represented by the relation of military
personnel to the total population and
physicians. As its third category the
GMI takesinto consideration the num-
ber of an armed forces' heavy weap-
onsin relation to the total population.

I Remember and Demand

1915-2015
Centennial of the
Armenian Gendcide

|
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