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Adrministration and Administrative credential preferred

Application: Find complete job description & apply online at www. Edjoin.ong
Yasmin Alpay at yalpayi@aghuca.org

BE44 Dakdale Ave, Canoga Park, CA 91306
widew agburnds. org
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Council of Europe Commissioner
Publishes Report On Armenia

STRASBOURGE (RFE/RL) —
Nils Muiznieks, the Commissioner for
Human Rights of the Council of Eu-
rope (CE), has presented a report on
Armenia based on the results of his
visit to the South Caucasus country
last October.

In his report the CE Commis-
sioner addresses a number of issues
concerning the administration of jus-
tice and the protection of human rights
in the justice system of Armenia, in
particular, in regards to the deadly
2008 post-election clashes, the con-
viction of an oppositionist’s teenage
son, non-combat deaths in the Arme-
nia and others.

In his report the Commissioner
notes that “strong perceptions persist
in parts of society that justice is meted
out in a selective manner, and that
there appears to be a sense of sharp
contrast between, on the one side, the
apparent leniency towards those
thought to be connected to the authori-
ties or representing them, even if they
haveallegedly been implicated in grave
violations and, on the other, the harsh
treatment and sentences imposed upon
those opposing the authorities.”

“The lack of results in the inves-
tigation into the ten deaths which oc-
curred during the March 2008 events
further strengthens this perception and
contributes to the low public trust in
the judiciary,” the report says.

The Commissioner reminds that
the issue had also been closely fol-
lowed by the former Commissioner,
who in his 2011 report urged the Ar-
menian authorities to pursue vigor-
ously the investigation into the death
cases and the instances of police abuse
during arrest and detention, and raised
the question of the command respon-
sibility of senior police and security
officials who were in charge during
the events.

“One of the recommendations of
that report was to ensurec that the
families of the victims are fully in-
volved with and informed about the
investigation, as provided for by the
Court’s case-law. The public should
be informed of the progress and out-
come of the investigation, as justice
should be seen to be done,” Muiznieks
says.

In his March 10 report the CE
Commissioner writes: “The legal aid
system should be reinforced and the
judicial, public and political actors
should scrupulously respect the prin-
ciple of the presumption of innocence
prior to the assessment of facts by the
competent judicial authority.”

He also finds it necessary to
stress the following: “A fair trial
must not be undermined by prejudi-
cial statements, in particular those
made by judicial authorities and pub-
lic officials.”

George Clooney to Award Aurora Prize for
Humanity in Armenia on April 24, 2016

NEW YORK — 100 LIVES and
Not On Our Watch (NOOW) have
formed a strategic partnership to in-
crease awareness and combat geno-
cide and human rights violations around
the world.

The agreement will see coopera-
tion and reciprocal support across
projects, research, operations and the
development of joint fundraising
projects.

The two organisations will ini-
tially work together around the devel-
opment and launch of The Aurora
Prize for Awakening Humanity, begin-
ning with Not On Our Watch’s direct
involvement in the Prize for its first
award in April 2016.

The 100 LIVES initiative was
founded by international businessmen
and philanthropists Ruben Vardanyan
and Noubar Afeyan and humanitarian
Vartan Gregorian to demonstrate the
impact of the Armenian Genocide and
how many of the survivors and their
families went on to lead successful
lives making significant contributions
to global culture, the arts, sports, sci-
ence and business.

Not On Our Watch, is an organi-
zation founded by George Clooney and

other celebrities — including Don
Cheadle, Matt Damon and Brad Pitt —
that seeks to prevent mass atrocities.
Its principal undertaking in the past
few years has been to document,
through satellite imagery, evidence of
possible atrocities in parts of Africa;
the effort is known as the Satellite
Sentinel Project.

In a statement, Mr. Clooney said
his group shared a common goal with
the Armenian sponsors, “to focus glo-
bal attention on the impact of genocide

Continued on page 3

City of Carson Unanimously Votes Against

Ataturk Monument
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INGODWETRUST

CARSON- Voting unanimously,
the Carson City Council opposed a
monument on March 4, 2015 com-
memorating Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in
the city’s International Sculpture Gar-
den, which aims to honor world lead-
ers who have promoted peace during
their lifetimes, reported the Armenian
Council of America. (ACA)

“In an unprecedented show of
opposition to the proposed monument,
the Armenian American community
including the ACA, Armenian National
Committee (ANC) and the Armenian
Caucus of the Service Employees In-
ternational Union Local 721 (SEIU 721)
filled the Council Chamber to express,
in solidarity, their vehement opposi-
tion to the project,” said ACA Chair-
man Sevak Khatchadorian. “The pro-
posed monument glorifies Ataturk, a
man deemed by historians as a dictator
and promoter of ethnic cleansing of

Armenians, Greeks, Assyrians, and
other minorities; a movement that pro-
vided the basis for the persecution of
minorities in Turkey.”

Barry Heads II, representing the
office of Assemblymember Mike
Gipson, read a letter written by
Assemblymember Gipson and co-
authored by Assemblymembers
Achajian, Gatto, Wilk and Nazarian.
“The proposed moment.... is incred-
ibly insensitive and insulting to the
memories of those who died, and their
surviving families,” the letter read.
“To erect a statue of Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk ignores the sensitive political
context behind this controversial indi-
vidual, and goes against the stance
taken by our representative bodies at
the state and federal level. Out of
respect for those who perished and the

Continued onpage3

Glendale Designates April 2015 As “Armenian
Genocide Commemoration Month”

GLENDALE-The Glendale City
Council Tuesday presented a procla-
mation designating the Month of April
2015 as “Armenian Genocide Com-
memoration Month.” Mayor Zarch
Sinanyan presented the proclamation
during the regular session of the City
Council to representatives of the Ar-
menian-Genocide Centennial Commit-
tee of Western United States.

The Glendale City Council also

unanimously passed a Resolution
designating April 2015 as the
“Month of Commemoration of Cen-
tennial Anniversary of the Arme-
nian Genocide”; and Taking Ac-
tions Necessary to Ensure the City
and its Institutions Including
Schools, Libraries and Publicly
Owned Museums Properly Com-
memorate, Inform and Provide Edu-
cation About the Genocide.

Nevada Governor Issues

Armenian Genocide Proclamation

CARSON CITY —Governor Brian
Sandoval, issued a proclamation com-
memorating the Armenian Genocide,
declaring April 19-26 as the “Day of
Remembrance of The Armenian Geno-
cide,” reported the Armenian Council
of America (ACA).

Spearheaded by the ACA Nevada
Chapter, the proclamation condemns
the systematic murder and deporta-
tions of 1.5 million Armenians in the
Ottoman Empire, highlighting the plight
of the Armenian people and the refuge

they sought in the U.S. during thattime.

The proclamation also honors the
Armenian-American community in
Nevada, citing that the “thriving com-
munity is a proud reminder of survival
and determination even in the face of
extreme injustice.”

Calling upon the House of Repre-
sentatives and the President of the
U.S. to recognize the atrocities, the
proclamation also reiterates Turkey’s
responsibility “to acknowledge the facts
of the Armenian Genocide.”
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Nalbandian Shuns Israeli Foreign Minister

on Jerusalem Trip
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JERUSALEM (RFE/RL) — Un-
derscoring Armenia’ suneasy relation-
ship with Israel, Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian has not met with his
Israeli counterpart or any other mem-
ber of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’ sgovernment during arare
visit to Jerusalem.

Nalbandianheldtalksinstead with
Israel’s largely ceremonial President
ReuvenRivlinon Thursday duringwhat
the Armenian Foreign Ministry de-
scribed as a one-day “working visit.”
He also attended a concert by the
Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra dedi-
cated to the 100th anniversary of the
Armenian genocide.

Ministry statements on the trip
did not explain why Nalbandian failed
tomeet with Foreign Minister Avigdor
Lieberman and other Israeli cabinet
members. The ministry spokesman,
Tigran Balayan, could not be reached
for comment on Friday.

Nalbandian flew to Jerusalemone
week after Yerevan condemned
Lieberman’s presence at what it con-
siders an anti-Armenian ceremony in
the Israeli city of Acre that was orga-
nized by an Azerbaijani government-
linked group. The event was dedicated
to the 23rd anniversary of the deaths
of several hundred Azerbaijani resi-
dents of Khojaly, a small town in
Nagorno-Karabakh. It was part of the
group’s efforts to have the interna-
tional community recognize the 1992
killings as a genocide committed by
the Armenians.

Liebermanwasakeynote speaker
at the ceremony. “Weare heretoday to
combine the experience of Israel with
that of Azerbaijan so that we can pre-
vent such tragedies from happening in
the future,” he said, according to
Azerbaijani news agencies.

“It isinappropriate that any poli-
tician could allow himself to bedragged
into the Azerbaijani cheap manipula-
tions,” Balayan said in written com-
ments on February 26.

Lieberman already raised eye-
brows in Armenia during a 2010 visit
to Baku. Hereportedly voiced support
for Azerbaijan’ sterritorial integrity and
accused international mediatorsof pro-

ArmenianbiasintheNagorno-Karabakh
conflict.

Lieberman’s deputy, Danny
Ayalon, contradicted those claimsin a
2011 phone call with his Armenian
opposite number, Arman Kirakosian.
Ayalon said Israel supports the peace
efforts of the OSCE Minsk Group co-
headed by the United States, Russia
and France.

Armenian-lIsraeli relations have
also been soured by lIsrael’s large-
scalearmssalesto Azerbaijan. In2012,
Israeli defense officials confirmed a
reported deal to providethe Azerbaijani
military with more unmanned aircraft
as well as anti-aircraft and missile
defense systems worth a combined
$1.6billion.

Anlsraeli-madeAzerbaijani drone
was apparently shot down by Arme-
nian forces while flying a reconnais-
sance mission over Karabakh in 2011.

According to the Armenian For-
eign Ministry, Nalbandian and Presi-
dent Rivlin stressed the need to “in-
vigorate political dialogue” between
their countries. They also agreed that
the Armenian and Jewish peoplesshare
“common responsibility to prevent
crimes against humanity,” a ministry
statement said.

“Few nations have as many
similarities as Armenians and Jews do,”
Nalbandian saidinaspeechthat preceded
the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra con-
cert later in the day. “Having endured
genocides and been scattered around the
world, we are proud of restoring our
statehoods in the 20th century.”

Nalbandian, who had served as
Armenia’s Paris-based ambassador to
Israel from 2000-2008, went on to pay
tribute to prominent Israeli and Jew-
ish-American scholars advocating in-
ternational recognition of the 1915
Armenian genocide.

Successive lsraeli governments
have declined to recognize the slaugh-
ter of some 1.5 million Armenians in
the Ottoman Empire as genocide for
fear of antagonizing Turkey. Rivlin,
whoisamember of Netanyahu' sLikud
party, called for Israeli recognition of
the genocide when he served as parlia-
ment speaker in 2012.
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Karabakh Policemen Face Dismissal

for Violent Crackdown

STEPANAKERT — Police in
Nagorno-Karabakh on Friday moved
to sack ten officers for their violent
response to dozens of opposition ac-
tivistsfrom Armeniawho attempted to
enter the territory in late January.

An ad hoc police commission
petitioned the Karabakh police chief,
Kamo Aghajanian, to fire them and
takedisciplinary action against 15 other
policemen as aresult of amonth-long
inquiry. It said they committed “bla-
tant” abuses when security forces
confronted a motorcade of some 30
cars carrying leaders and members of
the Yerevan-based group Founding
Parliament.

Aghajanian did not immediately
act on the recommendation.

The car procession was stopped
by the Karabakh police at Armenia’s
border with Nagorno-Karabakh Re-
public (NKR) on January 31. An
Internet video of the incident shows
that some of the oppositionists were
beaten up despite not attempting to
break through thepolice cordon. Many

of the cars were vandalized by uni-
formed policemen and plainclothesmen
even asthey sped away from the scene.

The authorities in Stepanakert
initially defended the use of force,
saying that it prevented clashes be-
tween the Founding Parliament activ-
istsand K arabakh Armeniansunhappy
with the group’s decision to take its
campaign for “regime change” in Ar-
menia to Stepanakert. Still, Bako
Sahakian, the NKR president, ordered
a“meticulous’ police inquiry into the
violence.

Sahakian discussed theprobewith
senior police officials on February 27.
He told them to finish it and publicize
its results “as soon as possible.”

Earlier in February, the Founding
Parliament leader, Zhirayr Sefilian, said
he and his associates will again try to
stage araly in Karabakh soon. He dis-
missed Karabakh officials' claims that
anti-government rallies in Stepanakert
would endanger Karabakh's security
giventherecent upsurgeinfightingwith
Azerbaijani forces.

Armenia and Lebanon Deepen
Military Cooperation

YEREVAN (Armradio.am) —Ar-
menian Defense Minister Seyran
Ohanyanreceived today thedelegation
of the Ministry of Defense of Lebanon
led by Brigadier General Manuel
Kirejian. Lebanon’s Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary to Ar-
menia Jean Makaron also participated
in the meeting.

The parties discussed issues re-
lated to the cooperation between the
two countries in the field of defense.
The Armenian Defense Minister
stressed the need to establish high-
level military-political relations and
briefed theguestsonthepriority direc-

tions of cooperation.

ThelLebanesesidealsoreiterated
thewillingnesstotakethewarmfriendly
relations between the two countries to
a new level of cooperation.

The same day the delegation was
hosted by Deputy DefenseMinister David
Tonoyan. A wide range of issues of
reciprocal interest was discussed.

The parties reached agreements
on the exchange of experience in a
number of spheres. Issues related to the
modernization of the agreement on mili-
tary cooperation signed between thetwo
countries in 2001 and the plan of coop-
eration for 2015 were discussed.
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Councilmember O’Farrell Introduces

“Armenian Genocide Memorial Square”

LOS ANGELES -- Los Angeles
City Councilmember Mitch O’ Farrell
introduced amotionintheLosAngeles
City Council this week, directing the
L os Angeles Department of Transpor-
tation to name the “Little Armenia”
intersection of Hollywood Blvd and
Western Ave ‘Armenian Genocide
Memorial Square’ and to erect memo-
rial signs in the area. The item will
return to council for avote in the next
couple of weeks.

The following is the motion as
introduced:

The City of Los Angelesishome
to one of the largest communities of
the Armenian Diaspora. The vast Ar-
menian Diaspora can be primarily at-
tributed to the Armenian Genocide in
1915, perpetrated by Ottoman Tur-
key, during which one and a half mil-
lion Armenians were massacred and
many more forced to flee their ances-
tral homeland.

One hundred years later, thereis
still no recognition of these historical
facts by the Turkish government, the
successor state of the Ottoman Em-
pire. The Armenian community in Los
Angeles works tirelessly to achieve
thisrecognition from the Turkish gov-
ernment and from governments
throughout the world in order to raise
awarenessof thisheinouscrimeagainst
humanity.

April 24th, 2015 marksthe 100th
anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide. Every year, Armenian communi-
ties in Southern California organize
eventsto rai se awareness of the Geno-
cide and to honor those who lost their
lives in 1915. The largest of these
events is an annual march by thou-
sands of people, which takes place in
LittleArmenia Thisyear, for the 100th
year without recognition, the march
will have a different design and is
expected to draw the largest turnout to
date. Thisyear'seventis called “The
March for Justice.” It will begin in
Little Armeniaand end six miles away

at the Turkish Consulate. This annual
march raises awareness for not only
the Armenian Genocide, but also pro-
motes the importance of working to-
gether to prevent genocides el sewhere
in the world.

The centennial of the Armenian
Genocide marks 100 years of the Ar-
menian community living without rec-
ognition of their past. Considering that
the march takes place in Little Arme-
nia, the symbolism of naming asquare
in honor of Armenian Genocide Re-
membrancewould be overwhelmingly
appreciated by the Armenian commu-
nity inLos Angelesand throughout the
world. Little Armenia, located in the
13th Council District, isthe only des-
ignated Armenian neighborhoodinthe
nation; and naming a square, in Little
Armenia, that honors the one and half
million liveslost 100 years ago would
be cherished by all Armenians. The
City can assist in creating thistangible
space of commemoration for a com-
munity that deserves a physical land-
mark in honor of their continued
struggle.

| THEREFORE MOVE that the
intersection at Hollywood Boulevard
and Western Avenue be named as“ Ar-
menian Genocide Memorial Square”
and that the Department of Transpor-
tation be directed to erect permanent
ceremonial sign(s) to thiseffect at this
location.

George Clooney to Award Aurora Prize

Continued frompagel

as well as putting resources toward
ending mass atrocities around the
world.”

Ruben Vardanyan said: “We are
excited tojoin forceswith Not On Our
Waitch in this strategic partnership to
advance our common goals which are
directly aligned. The AuroraPrizewill
raise awareness on the selfless work
of humanitarians and our partnership
with Not On Our Watch will ensurewe
developthefull potential of the Aurora
Prize to make it as effective as pos-
sible.”

Along with honoring past survi-
vors and saviors, the program will
establishthe AuroraPrizefor Awaken-
ing Humanity as a means to empower
modern-day saviors. Accordingto The
New York Times, the annual grant of
$1 million will be awarded to arecipi-
ent who will, in turn, present it to the
organization identified as the inspira-
tion for their action.

The AuroraPrize bringstogether
leading human rights luminaries from

around the world including Academy
Award winner George Clooney, Nobel
Peace Prize winners Elie Wiesel and
Oscar Arias, former UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, Mary
Robinson, UN Secretary-General Ad-
visor on Genocide, Gareth Evans, glo-
bally respected human rights activist
Hinadilani and President of theCarnegie
Corporation of New York, Vartan
Gregorian, to serve on its Selection
Committee.

The Aurora Prize was named af -
ter AuroraMardiganianwho, asachild,
was forced to witness the atrocities of
the Armenian Genocide, includinglos-
ing her father and brothers. Against
the odds she survived and went on to
devoteher lifeto providing humanitar-
ian relief and raising awareness of the
Armenian Genocide, including star-
ring in afamous film called Ravished
Armeniain 1919.

Mr. Clooney isto award theinau-
gural prize at aceremony to beheldin
Yerevan, the capital of Armenia, on
April 24, 2016, the sponsors said in a
statement.

Hague Hosts Conference

on Armenian Genocide Legacy

A conference, entitled “Legacy
of the Armenian Genocide 100 years
later” was held at the Institute for
Global Justice in The Hague, Nether-
lands.

The conference was organized
by the National Institute for War,
Holocaust and Genocide Studies
(NIOD) of the Netherlands, Insti-
tutefor Armenian Studiesat the Uni-
versity of South Californiaand Cen-
tennial Project Foundation, Arme-
nian Foreign Ministry’s press office
reports.

The conference kicked off on
March 5, with adiscussion and screen-
ing of thefilm*“Grandma’ s Tattoos” at
the Humanity House of The Hague.

Dr. Ronald Suny, director of the
Eisenberg I nstitutefor Historical Stud-
ies, theCharlesTilly Collegiate Profes-
sor of Social and Political History at
theUniversity of Michigan, and Emeri-
tus Professor of political science and
history at the University of Chicago
and Dr. Ugur Umit Ungor from the
Department of History at Utrecht Uni-
versity, Research Fellow at the Insti-
tutefor War, Holocaust, and Genocide
Studies in Amsterdam) offered re-
marks.

During the conferenceon March
6-7, well-known scholars and re-
searches delivered speeches, discuss-
ing the consequences of the Armenian
Genocidefromdifferent perspectives,
as well as mechanisms for preventing
future acts of genocide. Prominent
lawyer Geoffrey Robertson touched
upon the issues of law and policy;
Associate Dean of George Washing-
ton University Susan Karamian re-
flected on the issues of acts of geno-
cide at the international courts;
Nolwenn Guilbert and Sun Kim, who
worked at International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia,
presented research on recognition
and reparation; Najwa Nabti, Uni-
versity of Arizona, talked about im-
punity of sexual assaults against
Armenian women during the Arme-
nian Genocide and consequences’

lawyer at International Criminal Tri-
bunal for the former Yugoslavia,
President at Centennial Project Foun-
dation AleksisDemirchyan observed
issueson failure of judicial systems.

Doctor Anthonie Holslag at the
University of Amsterdam, editor of
Agos newspaper Ferda Balancar,
Esra Elmas from Istanbul Bilgi Uni-
versity and Ayda Erbal from New
York University dwelled on the cul-
tural expressions of the Armenian
Genocide, and the history and cur-
rent situation of coverage of the
Armenian Genocide by the Turkish
media and in the Turkish society, as
well as the real picture and tenden-
ciesinthepolitical and publiccircles.
Dr. Lisa Siraganian from Southern
Methodist University and Dr. Marie-
Aude Baronian from University of
Amsterdam discussed the reflection
of the Armenian Genocide in film
industry.

OnMarch 7, Professor Hannibal
Travisfrom Floridalnternational Uni-
versity, Professor Levon Chorbajian
from the University of Massachu-
settsand Dr. Seyhan Bayraktar, Uni-
versity of Zurich, observed issues
of premeditaion and denial. Dr. Umit
Ungor touched upon the role of the
Armenian Genocideinthemilitariza-
tion issues in the XX century.

Dr. Yagoob Biyak from the
International Tribunal for theformer
Yugoslavia dwelled on the demo-
graphic and statistical research is-
sues were in the context of the Ar-
menian Genocide. Methodology of
lecturing on acts of genocide was
presented by Joyce Sahyouni from
College Durocher Saint-Lambert,
Quebec, and Dr. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, California State Uni-
versity, Fresno, discussed expres-
sions of the Genocide in the Arme-
nian literature. Dr. Nanor Kebranian
from Columbia University and Dr.
Eugene Sensenig-Dabbous from
University of Notre Dame reflected
on cultural heritage and denial is-
sues.

City of Carson Votes Against Ataturk Monument

Continued frompagel

loved ones they left behind, we voice
our opposition.”

Speaking on behalf of the Turk-
ish community was Consul General of
Turkey, Raife Gulru Gezer, who listed
the names of political and religious
|eaderswho have praised Ataturk. She
continued by citing names of Arme-
nians who were honored by Ataturk
and insisted that the monument would
becommemorating aremarkableleader
and founder of the modern Republic of
Turkey. Aris Aganos, founder of the
AmericanHellenic Council, sharedwith
the Council hismemories of the haunt-
ing stories told by family members
about the burning of Smyrna by the
Turks.

Other el ected officialswho voiced
their concerns in opposition to the
monument included City of Montebello
Mayor Jack Hadjinian, GlendaleMayor
Zareh Sinanyanand GlendaleCity Clerk
Ardashes Kassakhian.

Both sides of the aisle provided
testimony, however only 6 speakers
from each side were allowed to speak
due to time constraints and an over-
whelming number of speakers — there
were 298 speakersin opposition to the
monument and only 101 in support of
the monument.

The Mayor had proposed a mo-
tion to move the item to the next
Council Meeting, however Council-
members Robles and Holmes insisted
on voting for the motion. After speak-
ing to the audience about the impor-
tance of reconciliation and moving
forward in unity, Mayor Dear, a his-
tory instructor, expressed that heis a
proponent of acknowledging the Ar-
menian Genocide and that there are
revisionists who try to deny that such
an event occurred in history.

“The monument would bring bad
notoriety to the City of Carson,” said
Councilmember Holmes and contin-
ued by stating that city should not
accept the gift.
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Armenian Genocide Times Square

Commemoration on April 26

NEW YORK, NY—The 100th
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
will be held in Times Square (43rd St.
& Broadway) on Sunday, April 26
from 1:45 — 4 pm. This historic event
will pay tributetothe 1.5 million Arme-
nians who were massacred by the
Y oung Turk Government of the Otto-
man Empire and to the millions of
victims of subsequent genocides
worldwide.

The Divine Liturgy and Times
Squareprogramwill beginwith church
services at 10 am at St. Vartan Arme-
nian Cathedral, located at 630 Second
Avenue at 34th Street. His Eminence
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian will
serve as celebrant and His Eminence
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan as
homilist. The procession to Times
Square will start at 12:00 pm and the
program, which will feature speakers
fromthe political, mediaand scholarly
fields, will begin at 1:45 pm. Guest
artist is acclaimed musician Sebu
Simonian from the L os Angel es-based
indie pop band Capital Cities. Dr.
Stephen Smith, Executive Director of
the USC Shoah Foundation, will serve
as keynote speaker. The Areni Choir
will besingingthe Armenianand Ameri-
can national anthems as well as God
BlessAmerica

For parishes organizing trans-
portation to New Y ork, buses should
drop off passengers at Second Avenue
and park on 35th Street (between First
and Second Avenues). Buses will de-
part for Times Square following ser-
vices and park on 42nd Street (be-
tween 6th Avenue and Broadway).
Passengers will be picked up from
Times Square (at 43rd Street and
Broadway, between 4:30 pm and 5
pm). Sandwiches will be available af-
ter services. All events will move for-
ward, rain or shine.

For moreinformation on the pro-
cession, buses, floats and volunteers,
please contact: Edward Barsamian
(procession), 347-556-2666, Leo
Manuelian (buses), 917-418-3940,
Sona Manuelian (buses), 551-427-
8763, Edward Boladian (floats) 917-
885- 0221, Tigran Sahakyan (volun-
teers) 212-444-8003

The 2015 Genocide Commemo-
rationin Times Squareisorganized by
the Mid-Atlantic Knights and Daugh-
ters of Vartan in affiliation with the
Armenian Genocide Centennial Com-
mittee of America (Eastern Region).

This event is free and open to
the public. For moreinformation visit

www.kov.org,

www.april24nyc.com,

On The Monster’s Back: Heroism, Love,

and Survival

One man’s daring escape from the Armenian Genocide
of the Great War

In 1908, a twelve-year-old Ar-
menian boy and his mother find them-
selves the only members of their fam-
ily left in Turkey after the others are
smuggled away to America. The two
are in the city of Smyrna and watch
horrified as events build toward hun-
dreds of thousands of their fellow
Armeniansbeing caught upinthegeno-
cidal eventsunfolding.

By 1915, the Turkish govern-
ment has ordered the elimination or
deportation of all Armenians. From a
nightmare dream, Souren, now nine-
teen, realizes that his only chance of
survival is by deception of the corrupt
government and military—the mon-
ster in his nightmare. As long as he
remains on the monster’s back it can-
not devour him. His amazing journey
leads him through a series of auda-
ciously creative deceptionsand daring
escapes until he finds protection as a
trusted aide to a German general—for

atime.

Based on the personal memoirs
of Souren Barkev Tahsjian and years
of conversation with the author, “On
theMonster’ sBack” by Robert Lamson
isastirring story of courage, devotion,
wit, and survival that also illuminates
the parallels between that one hundred
year oldtragedy in Turkey and present-
day events.

Robert Lamson is an author and
senior business counselor. A former
defense economist, he holds a BA in
economicsfromYaeUniversity and a
PhD in economicsfrom the University
of Washington. He hasbeen cofounder
and senior executive of several suc-
cessful technology companies, and
most recently is founder of Historical
AccountsRepository Partners(HARP),
a 501(c)(3) educational foundation.
HARP is focused on bringing to light
the stirring true personal stories such
asin this book. His previous publica-
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Exhibition of Armenian Genocide

World Press Coverage and Lecture Series
to be Held at Skirball Center

Thefmmeninecde What the World Witnessed

A Century AgO » rreeeson

LOS ANGELES -- The publica-
tion of Armenian Genocide Museum-
Institute Director Dr. Hayk Demoyan’s
“Armenian Genocide: Front Page Cov-
erageintheWorld Press’ isaresound-
ing wake-up call for the world, for
people of conscience who value life
and integrity.

The illustrations and images re-
vealed from the archives of various
international newspapers have been
amassed not only asabook, but also as
an exhibition which, at theinitiative of
the AGBU Asbeds, will beavailablefor
public viewing from April 8-10, 2015,
at Skirball Cultural Center in Los An-
geles (2701 North Sepulveda Blvd.,
Los Angeles, CA 90049). The exhibit
will be open from 11AM — 10 p.m.,
while the lectures begin at 7:30 p.m.
The three-day exhibition and lecture
series, under the heading “What the
world witnessed a century ago,” is an
exceptional opportunity to bring to-
gether our Armenian and non-Arme-
nianpeersalike. All eventsarefreeand
open to the public.

The schedule is as follows:

Wednesday, April 8,2015: Ex-
hibition Opening and Reception:

Featuring greetings as well as
remarks by official guests. Message
by AGBU AsbedsChairman Dr. Harout
Yaghsezian and keynote speech by
Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute
Director Dr. Hayk Demoyan from Ar-
menia

Thursday, April 9, 2015: Eco-
nomics of the Armenian Genocide
and its Consequences.

Dr. Ugur Umit Ungor (Associate
Professor of History at Utrecht Uni-
versity, Institute of War, Holocaust,
and Genocide Studies, Amsterdam,
The Netherlands) will lecture on the
aforementioned topic. Thelecturewill
bein English. Mr. Kurken Berksanlar,
former Chairman of the AGBU A sheds,
will moderate.

Friday, April 10, 2015: Forc-
ibly Islamized Armenians:

Who are they, how many are
there, and what should their numbers
have been today. Do Armenia, Arme-
nians, and the Armenian Apostolic
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Church recognize them? Panel discus-
sionfeaturing H.E. ArchbishopHovnan
Derderian, Primate of the Western
Diocese, and Mr. Raffi Bedrosyan,
community activist and writer from
Toronto, Canada. Moderated by Mr.
Kurken Berksanlar former Chairman
of the AGBU Asbeds.
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“ Armenian Genocide: Front Page
Coverageinthe World Press” isa 260
page volume (9" x 12") encompassing
sketches, illustrations, and photographs
published in anumber of international
newspapers from the last quarter of
the 19" century to the first quarter of
the 20" century, with descriptors in
Armenianand English. Browsethrough
its pages, ook into the depths of each
photograph, and grasp itsimplication.
Asyou journey through the pages you
will be transported to the past and feel
yourselves in the midst of the horrors
endured by our people, a journey of
death or, by some miracle, escape,
migration, and new life.

It is a volume that awakens hu-
manity inman, preparedinasimplistic
style yet with content that stirs the
soul of the reader. The book was
published in Yerevan in 2014, at the
threshold of the Armenian Genocide
Centennial, under the patronage of the
Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute
and by the sponsorship of the Arme-
nian General Benevolent Union Asbeds
Committee.

Dr. Demoyan writes in the pro-
logue, “ The publications dealing with
the persecution of Armenians that ap-
peared on the front pages of European
and American newspapers are espe-
cially interesting, and areindicative of
the topicality of the Armenian Geno-
cide at the time and of the intensity of
the desire to know what was happen-
ing to the Armenians.”

The book is presented in five
headings chronologically, beginning
from the mid-19" century until the
first quarter of the 20" century.

Thus, three incredibly fascinat-
ing events await us. Let us meet at
Skirball Center on Wednesday, April 8
to Friday, April 10, 2015.

tion is a nonfiction work on military
spending and the economy, Beyond
Guns and Butter, coauthored with
Glenn Pascall.

One quarter Armenian via his

paternal grandmother, Lamson and his
wife of 50 years live in Seattle. To-
gether they have two daughters and
five grandchildren.
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The Armenian Genocide

What the World Withessed

i P S0 [ DRRTFRE

[ACroix locosTaED

A Century Ago

A Presentation of AGBU Asbeds

On Exhibit

ournal desVoyages

Front Page

Coverage in the

World Press

La Carfcature

On Display

April 8-10 | 2015

11am-10pm

Free admission

April 8 | 7:30pm
Opening Night
Reception

Welcoming remarks and speeches
by various VIP's and dignitaries in

attendanca, exhini tour and

discussion.
Keynote Speaker
Dr. Hayk Demoyan
Director of the
Ammenian Genocide
hMuseum-institute
Yerevan, Armenia

1915-2015
Centennial of the
Armenian Genocide

April 9 | 7.30pm
Economics of the
Armenian Genocide

Lecture: “Bconomics of the
Armenian Genocide and its
Consaguences.”
Speaker
Dr. Ugur Umit Ungér
Associate Professor of History
Litracht Linmarsity
In=titute for War, Holocawst, and
Genocide Studies, Amsterdam
Tha Mathedands
Moderator
Kurken Berksanlar

| AGBU Asbeds

April 10 | 7:30pm
Forcefully Islamized
Armenians

Fanal Discussion: “lslamized
Armenians, who are they, how
many are there, and how should,
Armania, the Armenian community
at lange and the Armenian
Apostolic Church accept them?
Panelists

Abp. Howvnan Derderian

Primata of the Westam Diocese
Raiffi Bedrosyan

Wiritar, acthist, Tomonto, Canada
Moderator

Kurken Berksanlar

AGBU Asbeds

Skirball Cultural Center

2701 North Sepulveda Bivd Los Angeles CA 90049

For information contact
AGBU Asbeds

626-794-7942 | asheds@agbuca.org
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