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Armenia and China Sign Declaration

to Deepen Ties

BEIJING — Armenian President
Serzh Sarkisian and China’ s President
Xi Jinping signed ajoint declarationin
Beijing today on further devel opment
and deepening of friendly relations
between thetwo countries, Sarkisian’s
press office reported today.

President Sarkisian|eft for China
on March 24 on afour-day state visit
at the invitation of Xi Jinping.

Thedocument, inparticul ar, states
that Armenia and China will continue
to develop their relations based on
mutual respect, equality and benefits.
China also stands for a peaceful and

just settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict according to uni-
versally recognized norms of interna-
tional law and fundamental principles
and objectives of the UN Charter.

The declaration also states that
the partieswill take all necessary mea-
sures for the development of coopera-
tion between the two countries, will
activate mutual visits of heads of state
and also expand relationship between
their legislatures, political parties, banks
and associations.

Continued on page2

French President Hollande to Visit Armenia
with 120-Member Delegation on April 24th

| .

ROINATION

Ccaf DES DRGANISATIONS ARMENIENRES DE FRANCE

Y EREV AN — President Francois
Hollande will travel to the Armenian
capital next month to take part in offi-
cial commemorations of the 100th an-
niversary of the Armenian genocide,
French Ambassador to Armenia Jean-
Francois Charpentier told reporters
today.

Hollandewill |ead adel egation of
100-120 comprising also journalists
and representatives of the Armenian
community of France.

According to Charpentier, “the
President’s participation in the com-
memoration events will be a call for
remembrance, tribute to the memory
of the victims and responsibility in
order to prevent the reoccurrence of

such crimes in the future.”

The French ambassador also
spoke of “quite positive” atmosphere
in ongoing consultations on a new
agreement to deepen Armenia’s rela-
tions with the European Union.

“Weareworking with our Arme-
nian friends to further elaborate the
text of the new EU-Armenia agree-
ment,” he told a news conference. “In
the run-up to the [EU’ s] Riga summit,
the technical part of that work will
near completion.”

Charpentier said the French gov-
ernment hopesto havea“clear ideaon
the scope of the EU’ scooperation with
Armenia’ intimefor thesummitduein
May.

Erdogan Lashes Out at Armenian Diaspora

ISTANBUL — Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Thursday
slammed Armenian efforts for greater
international recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide, urging the Armenian
diasporato prove its claims by bring-
ing out documents to support them.

Addressingameetinginlstanbul,
Erdogan said. “The purpose of this
campaign against Turkey is to treat
our country as an enemy, instead of
keeping alive Armenians’ sorrow.”

Erdogan said there “might have
been tragediesin the time of war,” but
added that thousands of Turks were
alsokilled by the Armeniansduringthe
civil strife.

At the target of Erdogan’s state-
mentsin | stanbul are the vast numbers
of diaspora Armenian groups cam-
paigningfor genociderecognition. “Oh
Armenian diaspora, oh Armenian ad-
ministration, our archives are here.
We have hundreds of thousands of
documents, over a million documents.
How many documents do you have?
Bring your documents, and we task the
historians, political scientists, even ar-
cheologists and lawyers [with studying
them] ... let's seek the truth here,” he
said, addingthat, “ anti-Turkey campaigns
carried out by paying money and forming
lobbies will not earn you anything.”

Erdogan’s remarks came soon
after more than 40 members of the US

House of Representativesintroduced a
draft resolution in the US Congress
describing the killings of the Arme-
nians a century ago as genocide. The
parliaments of several countries have
already passed resolutions supporting
the Armenian claims in recent years.

“The truth should be sought in
the archives,” Erdogan said, accusing
the Armenians of not responding to
Turkey’s call to examine the archives
and uncover the truth of the history.

“Our calls are not answered be-
cause the aim is not to explore the
facts. We have nothing we cannot
account for,” he said. “Instead, if we
examine what our nation had to go
through over the past 100-150 years,
we would find far more [suffering]
than the Armenians allegedly went
through,” he said.

Armenian National Assembly Recognizes

Greek and Assyrian Genocide

YEREVAN — The National As-
sembly of the Republic of Armeniaon
Tuesday voted unanimously in favor
of a statement recognizing the geno-
cide of Greeks and Assyriansin Otto-
man Turkey.

All 117 members of the 131-seat
body who were present in the chamber
supported the document drafted jointly
by all six factions.

The statement says that the Na-
tional Assembly of the Republic of
Armenia, guided by the respective
principlesand provisionsof theUnited
Nations General Assembly Resolu-
tion 96(1) of 11 December 1946, the
United Nations Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the

s - o

Crime of Genocide of 9 December
1948, the United Nations Convention
on the Non-Applicability of Statu-
tory Limitations to War Crimes and
Crimes Against Humanity of 26 No-
vember 1968, as well the interna-
tional acts on the human rights; re-
cording the centuries-old friendly
relations of the Armenian, Greek and
Assyrian peoples, states that it con-
demns the genocide of the Greeks
and Assyrians, committed by the
Ottoman Turkey in 1915-1923.

Leaders of Armenia’s small
Assyrian and Greek communities
were invited to the parliament to
witness its passage. They hailed the
development.
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Armenia Sells More Eurobonds

to Finance Budget Deficit

YEREVAN —Armeniahassolda
$500 million 10-year dollar bond on
March 19 for only the second time on
record, paying ayield of 7.5%. This
most expensive ever borrowing opera-
tion is reflecting the fallout from an
economic crisis in Russia.

International law firm Cleary
Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLC was
hired by the government to act as an
international consultant for the issue,
whileDeutscheBank, HSBC Bank and
JP Morgan will be the underwriters.

Neither Prime Minister Hovik
Abrahamian’ sofficenor the Armenian
Finance Ministry issued any statements
on the development on Friday. The
ministry promised to comment on
Monday.

Abrahamian’s cabinet approved
and announced the upcoming Eurobond
issue on January 30. It cited the need to
finance Armenia’s budget deficit and
“neutralize” the Russian recession’s
spillover effects on the Armenian
economy. Deputy PrimeMinister Vache
Gabrielian said it is now “extremely
important to ensure inflows of hard
currency” into the country.

The Armenian budget for this
year projects adeficit of roughly $250
million. “1t’ s not clear what the rest of
the [proceeds from the latest Euro-
bond sale] will be spent on,” Ara
Galoyan, an independent economic
analyst, told RFE/RL’ s Armenian ser-
vice (Azatutyun.am).

Other analysts have suggested
that the money could also be used for
shoring up the national currency, the
dram, and offsetting a possible short-
fall intax revenueresulting from slow-
ing economic growth in Armenia.

Armeniafirstissued $700 million
worth dollar-denominated bonds in
September 2013 at the yield of 6.25
percent. According to Armenian fi-

nance ministry, investors were ready
to buy as much as $3 billion worth of
Armenian external bonds. The bulk of
$700 million was used to repay a $500
million Russian|oantenyearsahead of
schedule.

“The Wall Street Journal” re-
ported last week that the authoritiesin
Y erevan will use the Eurobond pro-
ceedsto buy back up to $200 million of
their previousdollar bondissuecarried
out in 2013.

The higher cost of the latest bor-
rowing reflects recent downward revi-
sionshy theMoody’ sand Fitch agencies
of Armenid s credit ratings. Both agen-
ciessingled out asharpdropinthedollar
value of remittances from Armenians
working in Russia. Those cash inflows
account for more than 10 percent of
Armenia s Gross Domestic Product.

Moody’s said on January 15 that
the economic situation in Russiais aso
the reason why it changed Armenia's
economic outlook to “negative” from
“stable.” It cited “therisk that theimpact
of Russia's economic downturn on
Armenia s economy will be more sig-
nificant than currently expected.”

“Armenia is highly exposed to
the severe economic downturnin Rus-
sia, which will weigh heavily on
Armenia’s balance of payment and
growth prospects,” Fitch said for its
part on January 30. Even so, it said the
outlook for the South Caucasus coun-
try remains “stable” for now.

Hate Messages on Armenian Church Walls

in Istanbul

ISTANBUL — The Surp Astuan-
zazh Armenian Church in Istanbul’s
Bakirkody neighborhood was daubed
with hate speech on Tuesday as*“ 1915,
blessed year” was written on the side
of the building in reference to the
massacreof morethan 1 million Arme-
nians living in the Ottoman Empire
during World War |, Today’s Zaman
reports.

In addition to “1915, blessed
year,” further graffiti on the church
stated, “What does it matter if you are
all Armenianwhenthereisalready one
Ogun Samast.”

The message echoes a demon-
stration slogan that commemorated
the murder of Turkish-Armenianjour-
nalist Hrant Dink who was assassi-
nated in 2007 by then-17-year-old ul-
tranationalist Samast. In the aftermath
of the murder, thousands of demon-
strators took to the streets to show
empathy for the slain journalist with
signsreading“Weareall Hrant, weare
all Armenian.”

Today’s Zaman visited the site on
Wednesday morning and found that the
graffiti had been painted over. But an
administrator at the church said, “This
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type of thing happensall thetime.” The
Armenian Patriarchate of Istanbul re-
fused to comment on the matter. No
criminal complaint has been filed.

The incident comes hot on the
heels of another racist slur against
Armeniansin Turkey. It was reported
on Tuesday that Ankara Mayor Melih
Gokgek had filed acriminal complaint
against Turkish-Armenian journalist
Hayko Bagdat on defamation charges
after Bagdat posted lighthearted tweets
on his Twitter account referring to the
mayor asan Armenian after the March
2014 local elections.

Gokcek appears to believe it an
insult to be called an Armenian as his
lawyer petitioned the Ankara
Prosecutor’s Office, saying, “The
statements [by Bagdat] are false and
includeinsult and libel.”

March 28, 2015

Ankara Mayor Files Complaint Against
Journalist for Calling him *Armenian’

ANKARA (Today’s Zaman) —
AnkaraMayor Melih Gokgek hasfiled
acriminal complaint against Turkish-
Armenian journalist Hayko Bagdat on
defamation charges, after the latter
jokingly posted tweetsreferringtohim
as an Armenian after the March 2014
local elections.

According to the Diken website
and the state-run Anadolu news
agency, Gokcek’s petition to the An-
kara Prosecutor’s Office stated that
Bagdat, who has more than 300,000
followers on Twitter, wrote a series of
postsin the wake of Gokcek’svictory
in last year's March elections. One of
Bagdat’ smessages said: “Itisofficial;
they gave the capital city to an Arme-
nian. What ashame!” according to the
petition.

The petition also said a Twitter
hashtag “melihgokcekermeniymis”
(Melih Gokeek turns out to be Arme-
nian) was allegedly used by Bagdat in
histweetson the social mediawebsite.

Gokeek’ slawyer said in the peti-
tion that the mayor is “acitizen of the

Turkish Republic who loves his coun-
try and his nation” and that Bagdat is
aware of this. “The statements [by
Bagdat] arefalseandincludeinsult and
libel,” the petition said.

Gokeek also sued Bagdat in civil
court, demanding compensation of TL
10,000 for psychological damages.
Bagdat announced thelawsuit on Twit-
ter, saying: “Turns out Melih Gokcek
sued me demanding TL 10,000 for
calling him Armenian, dude. We are
going to have so much fun.”

Three Armenian Soldiers Killed,
Four Wounded in New Azeri
Ceasefire Violation

STEPANAKERT — Three Ar-
menian soldiers have been killed and
another four wounded in Nagorno-
Karabakh as aresult of new ceasefire
violations committed by Azerbaijan,
thepressserviceof Nagorno-K arabakh
defense ministry said on Thursday.

It said the attack occurred on
March 19 at 08:30 local time when a
group of Azerbaijani commandos at-
tacked Armenian military positions
situated in the northern direction
(Gyulistan). “During thefighting that
lasted for about two hours the per-
sonnel on duty as well as reinforce-
mentsforced the enemy to run away.
Duringthe pursuit the group of Azeri
commandoes was totally destroyed
on the approaches of their own posi-
tions,” the statement said.

The three killed Karabakh De-
fense Army servicemen were identi-
fied as privates Hakob Khachatryan
(born in 1996), Edward Hayrapetyan
(bornin1995) and Arshak Harutyunyan
(born in 1995); another four soldiers
were wounded.

“TheNagorno-K arabakh Repub-
lic defense ministry shares this heavy
grief and expressesits support to fam-
ily members, relatives and colleagues
of the killed servicemen. Other cir-
cumstances of the incident and evi-
dence will be presented later,” it said.

The Nagorno-Karabakh
president’ sspokesman David Babayan
told the mediathat the situation at the
borders in recent days has been tense
and violations have been registered on
aregular basis.

Armenia and China Sign Declaration

Continued frompagel

The parties also note the impor-
tance of trade and economic relations.
Chinawill encourage and support Chi-
nese investment and creation of new
enterprisesin Armenia.

The document underlines the
willingnessof the partiesto thoroughly
discuss development of financial co-
operation between the two countries,
and notes also the need to expand and
improvetiesin the areas of education,
culture, science and technology, envi-
ronmental conservation, media, sports
and tourism.

It al'so notesthat the ministries of
culture of the two countries will sup-
port each other in the preparation and
conduct of magjor events such as Days
of Armenian Culturein Chinaand Days
of Chinese Culturein Armenia.

Armeniaand Chinaunanimously
condemn and firmly oppose terrorism

inall itsformsand manifestations. The
parties express also their readiness to
strengthen their bilateral and multilat-
eral cooperation in the fields of secu-
rity and law enforcement, legal assis-
tanceandin preventionandelimination
of consequences of emergencies.

Thedeclaration saysthat the par-
ties will continue to strengthen dia-
logueand cooperationwithintheframe-
work of the United Nations and other
international organizations and struc-
tures. It notes that the UN plays a
central roleinmaintaining world peace,
promoting common development and
strengthening of international coop-
eration.

Chinais Armenia ssecond largest
trading partner, with the total volume of
bilateral commercesoaring by almost 30
percent to $590 million in 2014. Arme-
nian exports to the People’s Republic
nearly tripled to $170 million, according
to Armenian government data.
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Film “1915” To Shed Light on Forgotten
Genocide of 1.5 Million Armenians

in Ottoman Turkey

1915

Onthe 100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide

comesa mind-bending psychological thriller

about memory and denial

LOS ANGELES — In honor of
the 100th anniversary of the forgotten
genocide that ravaged the Armenian
population of Ottoman Turkey,
Bloodvine Media, in conjunction with
Strongman and mTuckman Media,
plans to release “1915” in theaters on
April 17 andondemand April 22, 2015.

The psychological thriller is di-
rected by ArmeniansGarin Hovannisian
(author of Family of Shadows) and
Alec Mouhibian, and featuresawho’s
who of Armenian cast and crew, in-
cluding executive producer Raffi K.
Hovannisian (Armenia’s first foreign
minister), Grammy Award winning
composer Serj Tankian (from the band
System of a Down, soon to go on a
tour dedicated to the Genocide), and
actorsSimon Abkarian (CasinoRoyale)
and Angela Sarafyan (Twilight). The
filmmakerswill also join tens of thou-
sands of Armenians on a march for
justice on April 24 in Los Angeles to
bring attention to the first genocide of
modern history — which has been de-
nied by the government of Turkey for
an entire century. In Yerevan, a his-
toric premiereis being planned at the
Moscow Theatre for April 25.

“2015 marks not only the hun-
dredth anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide, but also the close of an
entirecentury of forgotten genocides,”
said Garin Hovannisian. “*1915 is
about denial — how we try to escape
history, how history continuesto haunt
us. It isalso about the need to face the
ghosts of our own pasts.”

Synopsis: Exactly 100 years af-
ter the Armenian Genocidein Ottoman
Turkey, a mysterious director (Simon
Abkarian) is staging a play at the Los
Angeles Theatre to honor the victims
of that tragedy — a horrifying crime
forgotten and denied for an entire cen-
tury. But as protesters surround his
theatre, and a series of strange acci-
dents spread panic among his pro-
ducer (Jim Piddock) and actors (An-
gela Sarafyan, Sam Page, Nikolai
Kinski), it appears that the director’s
mission is profoundly dangerous, and
the ghosts of the past are everywhere.

“1915” isdirected and written by
GarinHovannisianand AlecMouhibian,
produced by Terry Leonard, Garin
Hovannisian, and Alec Mouhibian, ex-
ecutive produced by Raffi K.
Hovannisian, with original music by
Serj Tankian (from the band System of
a Down), cinematography by Leigh
Lisbdo Underwood, productiondesign
by Michael Fitzgerald, costumedesign

by Lauren Oppelt, and editing by Dan
Dobi and Paul Forte. The film stars
Simon Abkarian, AngelaSarafyan, Sam
Page, Nikolai Kinski, Debra
Christofferson, and Jim Piddock. For
moreinformation, pleasejointhe 10,000
strong followersof thefilmon Facebook
at www.facebook.com/1915themovie.
You can pre-order the movie at
www.1915themovie.com and instantly
receive the haunting musical composi-
tion “1915 — The End Begins’ from the
original score by Grammy Award win-
ning composer Serj Tankian.

The movie has been produced in
partnership with the Armenian Center for
National andInternationa Studies(ACNIS)
andtheRVVZ /1DeA Foundation.

Release and Premiere: “1915”
will open in select theaters across
Southern California on April 17, in
New York City on April 22, and in
Y erevan, Armenia, on April 25. (The
film will also be available on demand
on April 22 across all platforms.) For
afull list of theaters showing “1915,”
see bel ow or visit
www.1915themovie.com.

In addition to its traditional re-
lease, “1915” has partnered with the
innovativedistribution company Tugg
to bring screenings on-demand in cit-
iesand townsall over America. To see
if “1915” isscreening in your area, or
to host a screening at a theater, com-
munity center, or campus near you,
visit www.tugg.com/titles/1915.

A European Preview of “1915”
will take place at the Maxim Gorki
TheatreinBerlin, Germany, on April 5,
headlining the prestigious theater’'s
groundbreaking six-week artistic com-
memoration of the Armenian Geno-
cide. “1915” will then haveits United
States premiere at the historic Egyp-
tian Theatre on April 13, in an event
co-presented by the American
Cinematheque and the Arpa Founda-
tionfor Film, Musicand Art (AFFMA).
The highly-anticipated Armenia pre-
miere will take place at Yerevan's
Moscow Theatre on April 25.

Traditional Release Theaters
Opening April 17: Laemmle’ sMusic
Hall, Beverly Hills (CA); Laemmle's
Town Center, Encino (CA); Laemmle's
Playhouse, Pasadena(CA); MGN Five
Star Cinema, Glendale (CA); Regency
South Coast Village, SantaAna(CA)

Opening April 22: Quad Cin-
ema, New York (NY)

OpeningApril/May: United Art-
ists Sierra Vista 6, Clovis / Fresno
(CA)

3

Chicago Artist Marks Armenian Genocide
With Guernica-size Work

CHICAGO (Reuters) -- One hun-
dred years after the mass killing of
Armenians, a Chicago artist has cre-
ated a monumental painting to honor
thevictimsand celebrate a culture that
nearly vanished.

The 1915 massacre of Arme-
nians by Ottoman troops left up to an
estimated 1.5 million people dead and
forcedtheexileof millionsmore, threat-
ening a 3,000-year-old culturerich in
architecture, literature, music and
dance. It is widely seen as the 20th
century's first genocide.

Seeking to promote awareness
of the culture and the tragedy, Chi-
cago-based artist Jackie Kazarian em-
barked on apainting of enormousscale,
called Project 1915, to bedisplayed for
thefirst time in Chicago's Mana Con-
temporary from April 17 to May 29.

Project 1915 is a semi-abstract
landscape splashed with bold images
and text from ancient Armenian maps
and church architecture, united by a
pattern of needle lace by Kazarian's
Armenian-born grandmother and with
colors and symbols from illuminated
manuscripts.

Kazarian, who has Armenian
roots, drew on Pablo Picasso's epic
painting Guernica, which depicts the
horror of a northern Spanish village's
bombing during Spain's civil war, for
her painting.

It is the exact same size as
Guernica at 11.5 feet by 26 feet.

"No onewould have known what
happened in Guernica if it wasn't for
that painting," Kazarian said.

InKazarian'spaintings, two open
hands span the bottom corners, as if
holding up the work and an entire
culture. It is a gesture Kazarian said
she remembers her grandmother often
using.

"This is a very visceral, emo-
tional project. But like any art that
references a painful past, it is about
remembering, healing and educating
ourselves to make a better world,"
Kazarian said.

After its Chicago exhibition the
non-profit painting will travel to uni-
versitiesand galleriesacrosstheUnited
States and the world before it is do-
nated to a cultural institution for a
permanent home.

ERMENI to Confront Armenian Genocide
Aftermath at the Yale Rep

NEW HEAVEN, CT — This
month, the Y ale Dramatic Association
will present its Spring Ex Production,
ERMENI, a play about an Armenian
American family in the aftermath of
the Armenian genocide. Written by
Yale senior Eric Sirakian, directed by
Yale senior Noam Shapiro and pro-
duced by Y ale sophomore Jill Carrera,
the play will run at the Y ale Repertory
Theatre March 26th-28th at 8 p.m. and
March 28th at 2 p.m.

Featuring an all-student cast,
ERMENI tells the story of Ani — an
Armenian American collegestudent —
who brings her Turkish boyfriend
Taner hometo her family in October of
1970. An argument about history turns
into a family crisis as Ani’s grand-
mother suffers a heart attack and must
be hospitalized. When Taner visitsthe
hospitalized old womanto make peace,
their unexpected friendship sparks
much more: a journey into the past,
andtherevelation of alongburied fam-
ily secret.

“Beyond its beautiful structure,
characterization, and language,
ERMENI transcends a singular call to
remember what happened to the Ar-
menian people” Shapiro said. “It isa

call to our conscience. ERMENI
straddles past and the present as it
speaks of distant actions that still re-
verberate in our lives today.”

With the 100th anniversary of
the Armenian genocide on April 24th,
Sirakian’s ERMENI poses questions
about history, identity, and memory at
asalient moment for Armenian studies
and culture. An additional panel dis-

Continued on page4
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Centennial Billboards to be Placed
Throughout California’s Central Valley

THE CENTENNIAL OF THE ARMENIAN

GEN » CIDE

1915-2015

Armenian Genocide Centennial Fresno Committee

FRESNO -- Roadside billboards
commemorating the 100" anniversary
of the Armenian Genocidewill soonbe
seen throughout California’s San
JoaquinValley and Central Coast. The
large posters recognize the victims of
all genocides and specifically honor
the memory of the 1.5 million Arme-
nians murdered at the hands of the
Ottoman Turkish government during
the period of 1915-1923.

Thefocal point of thebillboard’s
billboards' designistheforget-me-not
flower—the symbol of the Centennial
of the Armenian Genocide. Insmaller
print will be the Armenian Genocide
Centennial—Fresno Committee logo,
which represents the new monument
dedicated to victimsand survivorsthat
will be unveiled at Fresno State on the
evening of April 23.

More than 50 billboards will be
put up along Highway 99—the primary
transportation corridor of the San
Joaquin Valley—with most of thebill-
boards concentrated around urban ar-

agcfresno.rg | f

eassuch asFresno and Merced. Other
locationsinclude sites along Highway
101 in the Central Coast, and along
Highways 152 and 198 near farming
communities in the western and east-
ern areas of the Valley.

Thecentennial billboardsare part
of a series of activities undertaken by
the Armenian Genocide Centennial—
Fresno Committee, which includes
representatives from the various Ar-
menian religious, educational, social,
and political organizations of the Cen-
tral Valley. The group’s goals are to
commemorate the 1.5 million martyrs
who perished at the hands of the Otto-
man Turkish Government; to educate
others about the Armenian Genocide
and historical injustice; and to inspire
people to overcome adversity through
the story of the survivors of the Arme-
nian Genocide.

For more information,visit the
AGC—Fresno Committee’s website at
www.agcfresno.org and on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/agcfresno.

St. Nersess Seminary:

Single Student Residence Receives Donor

NEW ROCHELLE, NY —“The
Armenian Church keepsthe Armenian
faith alive,” quietly comments Toros
Mangassarian, who recently donated
to the new St. Nersess campus in
Armonk, NY. His firm belief that St.
Nersess Armenian Seminary plays a
vital rolein educating seminarianswho
are American born as well as those
from abroad prompted his decision to
contribute $350,000 towards the new
Single Student Residence building.

Mr. Mangassarian first learned
of the St. Nersess construction project
at the initial fundraising event held at
the home of Haig and Nadine Ariyanin
June2013. Throughhislongtermfriend-
ship with Haig Ariyan, a St. Nersess
Board Member, and Zaven Tachdjian,
the project’s Design & Construction
Coordinator, Toros connection to St.
Nersessflourished. “ Toros' support and
outstanding generosity towards the St.
Nersess mission comes as no surpriseto
me. | have had the privilege of his
friendship for many years and he has
often told me of his firm belief that
Armenianidentity and perseveranceisin
many ways owed to our church,” com-
mented Haig Ariyan.

The benefactor is familiar with
the location of the seminary’s new
hometown of Armonk, having lived in
Westchester County, NY, for the past
35yearswith hiswife Gacia, an ardent
supporter of Toros' charitable under-
takings. Together they have three

Gabriela, whonow residein New Y ork
City. After touring the future campus
withZaven Tachdjianand Fr. Mardiros
Chevian, Dean, Mr. Mangassarian knew
he had made the right choice. “The
small town setting coupled with the
fact that St. Nersess seminarians will
beableto enjoy atranquil campuswith
new classrooms, a library, and chapel
housed in the new Karekin | Theologi-
cal Center, adining hall, arecreation
center, aswell asresidencesfor single
students, married students and fac-
ulty, thiswill help St. Nersessto grow
and expand,” said Toros recently.
An active member and supporter
of the St. Gregory the Enlightener
Armenian ChurchinWhitePlains, NY,
Mr. Mangassarian moved from Leba-
non to New York in the 1970s, where
he worked as a commodity trader in
fertilizers. In 1982, he established
NitronInternational in Greenwich, CT
which handles fertilizer commodity
activities worldwide.
www.stnersess.edu.

March 28, 2015

English Translation of Hrant Giizelian’s
“The Youth Home of Istanbul: A Story of the
Remnants’ Homecoming” Published

GLENDALE -- In a series of
activities dedicated to the Centennial
of the Armenian Genocide undertaken
by the Armenian Evangelical Commu-
nity on both Coasts, the Armenian
Missionary Association of America
(AMAA) recently published the En-
glishversionof Hrant Glizelian’s"“ The
Y outhHomeof Istanbul: A Story of the
Remnants’ Homecoming” (Bolso
Badanegan Doun). Guzelian, who
was a survivor of the Armenian
Genocide, founded the Y outh Home
of Istanbul in the basement of the
Armenian Evangelical Church of Gedik
Pashaand dedicated hislifeto search-
ing and rescuing hundreds of Islam-
ized Armenianyouthlivinginhistoric
Armenia, among whom were Hrant
and Rakel Dink.

The launching of the English
translation of Glizelian’s book, orga-
nized by the Joint Armenian Genocide
Centennial Committee of the AMAA
and the Armenian Evangelical Union of
North America(AEUNA) will be held
on Tuesday, April 7, 7:30 PM at the
Armenian Society of LosAngeles, 117
South Louise Street, Glendale, CA.

The book will be presented by
Edwin Minassian, Esqg., Rev. Vaiche
Ekmekjian, the pastor of the Immanuel
Armenian Congregational Church of

Downey, CA and Zaven Khanjian, the
ExecutiveDirector/CEO of theAMAA.
Hasmig Baran, Ed.D., will serveasthe
Mistress of Ceremonies. The Arme-
nian community of Southern Califor-
nia is cordially invited to attend this
special event to celebrate the life of
Hrant Glizelian, an unsung Armenian
Evangelical hero.

Light refreshmentswill beserved
after the event.

Guzelian’ sbook will beavailable
for purchase. For more information
pleasecall AEUNA at 818.500.8839 or
AMAA at 201.265.2607.

ERMENI to Confront Armenian Genocide

Continued frompage3

cussion about the centenary of the
Armenian Genocidewill thereforetake
place at 5 p.m. on March 28th in the
Y ale Rep |obby.

Panelistswill include University
of Michigan professor of Sociology
Fatma Gocek and Yale professor of
History Jay Winter, who will examine
the modern-day reverberations of the
Armenian Genocidefromdiffering his-
torical perspectives. The discussionis
hosted by the Genocide Studies Pro-
gramat Yale.

“Aswe approach the 100th anni-
versary of the Armenian Genocide,”
Shapiro added, “We believe that Eric
Sirakian’s play will contribute to a
universal conversation about how to
reconcile two narratives — those of
love and hate, friend and foe, me and
you — and, perhaps, find a way to
move forward.”

Director Noam Shapiro is a
double-magjor in history and theater
studies with a focus on 20th Century
Europe and cultural memory. His pro-
ductions at Yale include “The Trojan

Women,” “TheCrucible,” “CircleMir-
ror Transformation,” and “Cabaret.”
Playwright Eric Sirakian is also an
actor, writer, and director, and a
double-magjor in English and theater
studies. He has written “plays and the
book foramusical that will premiereat
YaeinApril. Hisplaywriting mentors
at Yaleinclude Sarah Ruhl and Donald
Margulies.

“Theactorsandthecreativeteam
for ERMENI truly represent Yaleat its
best,” Sirakian said. “| feel so honored
and blessed to mount the first produc-
tion of my play, which hasbeen devel-
oped here at Y alefor the past year and
a half, with their help.”

The Dramat, an organization de-
voted to teaching students and pro-
ducing finetheatre, isone of the oldest
undergraduatetheatre organizationsin
the country, and one of only afew that
is entirely student-run. The Dramat
puts on seven productions each year,
and over 250 students work on these
shows each year, learning from and
teaching others in areas ranging from
financial management to production
design.

I Remember and Demand

1915=2015
Centennial of the
Armenian Genecide
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Salary:
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Start Date:  July 1, 20015

Contact:

(%)
A.G.B.L. Manoogian-Demirdjian School

PreK —12

School Principal

Highly campetitive salary and benelits package

Chualifications: Proven instructional and administrative leadership skills, excellent
weritten and oral communication skills; MA ar higher in Educational
Administration and Administrative cradential preferred

Application: Find complate job description & apply online at www, Edjfoin.org
Yasmin Alpay at yalpay@aghuca arg

EEAY Oakdale Ave, Canoga Park, CA 91306
wiwew . aghumds org
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The Armenian Genocide

[ —— (CaAIERE

Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute

1915-2015
Centennial of the
Armenian Genocide

LA CRoix ILEOSTRER

What the World Witnessed
A Century Ago

A Presentation of AGBU Asbeds

tlrnal desy oyames

L& Garicaturs

April 9 | 7:30pm
Economics of the
Armenian Genocide
Leacture: *Boonomics of the
Armenian Genocide and its
Consaouences.”

Speaker

Dr. Ugur Umit Ungér
Associate Professor of History
Liracht Liniversity

Institute for War, Holocawst, and
Genocide Studies, Amstancam
[he Metherands

Moderator

Kurken Berksanlar

AGEL Asbhads

On Exhibit

Front Page
Coverage in the

World Press

11am-10pm

Free admission

On Display
April 8-10 | 2015

April 8 | 7:30pm
Opening Night
Reception

Welcoming remarks and speecheas

by various VIP's and digritaries in
attendance, exhioit touwr and
discussion,

Keynote Speaker

Dr. Hayk Demoyan

Director of the

Ammenian Genocide
Museum-Institute

Yerenan, Amnenia

AN

April 10 | 7:30pm
Forcefully Islamized
Armenians

Fanel Discussion: “lslamized
Armenians, who are they, how
many are there, and how should,
Armania, the Armmenian community
at lange and the Ammanian
Apostolic Church acceant them?
Panalists

Abp. Hovnan Derderian

Prirrate of the Western Dincese
Raffi Bedrosyan

Wiriter, activist, Tomonto, Canada
Moderator

Kurken Berksanlar

AEEL Asbeds

A

Skirball Cultural Center

2701 North Sepulveda Bivd Los Angeles CA 90049

For information contact
AGBU Asbeds

626-794-7942 | asbeds@agbuca.org

ASBEDS

-“"1‘___ -f__."




