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Bedros S. Maronian

818/500-9585

Siamanto B. Maronian
818/269-0909

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 30048
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More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

+ Estate Planning .
» Wl & Livirg Trust .
= Full Annual Review
« Mortgoge Protection .
» College Planning

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES
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Turkey Deports German Photojournalist
Who was to Cover Armenian Genocide Article

ISTANBUL — Germany’s Der
Spiegel magazine's photojournalist
Andy Spyrawas barred from entering
into Turkey and deported on the al-
leged suspicion of being jihadist last
week although German officials in-
formed Turkish authorities about the
situation of thejournalist, accordingto
Diken.com news portal.

Spyrareportedly boarded aTurk-
ish Airlines flight from Germany’s
Dusseldorf en route to Istanbul on
March 28 to cover an article about the
100th anniversary of the Armenian
genocide. WhenhelandedinIstanbul’s
Atatlrk Airport, four civilians took
him to a special security areaand told
him to open his luggage, Sunday’s
Zaman reports. Spyra reportedly tried
totell theofficialsheisajournalist and
showed them his hotel reservation;
however, the officialswould not listen
to him, he said. The journalist said he
wastold hewoul d be sent to Dussel dorf
the next morning and he was taken to
the airport’s detention center.

“Turkish authorities told their
German colleaguesthat | wasbelieved
tobeajihadist dueto my khaki-colored
clothes and ‘military equipment.’ ...

Germany photojournalist Andy Spyra

However, we later learned that the
night that I was in the airport the
German Consulate General informed
Turkish authoritiesthat | am ajournal-
ist and made a formal protest.”

Last year, Der Spiegel magazine
withdrew its Turkey reporter Hasnain
Kazim after thejournalist received death
threats over reports covering a deadly
disaster at the Soma coal mine that
killed 301 miners. Kazim reportedly
received over 10,000 threats via e-
mail, Facebook and Twitter, one of
which included a threat to “cut his
throat if seen on the street.”

“Founding Parliament” Opposition
Group Leaders Arrested Ahead Of
Anti-Government Protests

Y EREVAN — Armenianlaw-en-
forcement authoritiesarrested on Tues-
day five leaders of “Founding Parlia-
ment” opposition group seeking to
launch antigovernment protestson April
24 demanding regime change.

The law-enforcement bodies re-
ported that they have conducted “op-
erative-investigative” measures, in-
cluding “ searchesat certain places’, in
connection with threats to public or-
der at upcoming Genocide Centennial
commemoration eventsin Y erevan. In
astatement the National Security Ser-
vice and the Investigative Committee
of Armenia said that “organization of
mass disturbances at public places on
April 24, 2015 has been thwarted as a
result of their joint action.

TheFounding Parliament insisted
late last week, however, that its street
protests will not interfere with the
genocide remembrance ceremoniesin
any way. The group also accepted
municipal authorities’ proposal torally
supporterson April 24 and April 25in
Yerevan's southern Erebuni suburb,
rather than the city center. Accord-
ingly, the authorities sanctioned the
Erebuni rallies.

The opposition movement’s top
leader, Zhirayr Sefilian, and three of
his close associates had their homes
searched at around the same time.
They were taken into custody after-
wards. An RFE/RL correspondent saw

Sefilian’s brother Toros also being
taken away by NSS officers from the
outspoken oppositionist’s Yerevan
apparent.

Sefilian’ swife Nanoretold RFE/
RL’sArmenian service(Azatutyun.am)
that about two dozen law-enforce-
ment officials spent three hours look-
ing for weapons in the apartment. She
said they did not find any firearms and
only confiscated aknifea ongwith her
and her husband’ sand children’ scom-
puters.

Several other activists, among
them the heads of Founding Parlia-
ment chapters in Gyumri, Vanadzor
and Kapan, were also rounded up and
questioned by the NSS.

TheFounding Parliament said on
Wednesday that its nonstop anti-gov-
ernment protestsin Y erevan will start
as planned on April 24 despite the
arrests of six leading members of the
movement.

Founding Parliament activists
made this clear as they rallied outside
a detention center in the Armenian
capital to demand the release of the
group’s top leader, Zhirayr Sefilian,
and his five close associates.

“We have already managed to
overcome a state of shock. This
situation was predictableto us,” one
of them, Vartan Hakobian, told RFE/
RL’s Armenian service
(Azautyun.am).

Lavrov: Russia Strongly Opposes
Military Solution for Karabakh Conflict

MOSCOW — Russiais strongly
opposed to any attemptsto resolve the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict by mili-
tary means, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov said on Wednesday af-
ter talks with his visiting Armenian
counterpart Edward Nalbandian.

“| am sure that despite the rheto-
ric, noneof theinterested partieswants
such escalation. All actions are di-
rected at finding a mutually accepted
solution as soon as possible,” the top
Russian diplomat said, adding that
Moscow will continue efforts to see
conditions created for the settlement
of Karabakh conflict on the basis that
would be acceptable both for Armenia
and Azerbaijan.

Foreign Minister Nalbandian, for
his part, stressed that thereisno alterna-
tive to negotiations in the Nagorno-
Karabakh settlement. But, as quoted by

Russia’'s TASS news agency, he said:
“Till today Azerbaijan hasrejected pro-
posals of the Minsk Group co-chairs
both on the essence of the settlement of
the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh and
on confidence-building measures.”

Lavrov also described Armenia
as his country’s “reliable partner and
ally.” “We value our centuries-old re-
lations which have been cemented by
the historical, cultural and spiritual
proximity between the peoples of the
two states,” he told a joint news con-
ference in Moscow. “These relations
have been devel oping steadily and have
taken onanew quality inthe context of
Armenia’s accession to the Eurasian
Economic Union.”

Themeetingwith Nalbandian*“re-
affirmed the strategic and allied char-
acter of Russian-Armenian relations,
added Lavrov.

Vartan Gharpetian Elected to
the Glendale City Council

GLENDALE (GNP) -- With all
precincts reporting, Paula Devine and
Vartan Gharpetian havebeen electedto
the Glendale City Council, whileDave
Weaver failed in his bid for a sixth
term.

Unofficial final results released
by the City Clerk's office at about 1
am. Wednesday indicated Devine,
seeking her first four-year term, was
thetop vote getter with 8,246. Signifi-
cantly behind, but still enough to win
the second available seat, was
Gharpetian with 6,507. Newcomer
Armen Erik Yesayan came in third
with 4,693 votes.

Gharpetian now joins his wife,
Dr. Armina Gharpetian, a member of
the Glendale Unified board of educa-
tion, as an elected official.

Incumbentsfor the Glendale Uni-
fied School District school board and
Glendale Community Collegeboard of
trustees were reelected to their posts
in the election Tuesday.

Nayiri Nahabedian, winning her
third term on the Glendale Unified

board, received 9,195 votes, while
current GCC trustees Tony Tartaglia
and Vahe Peroomian, got 9,059 and
8,199 votes, respectively, according
tounofficial final resultsfrom the City
Clerk’s office.

Joining the Glendale Unified
school board will be Jennifer Freemon,
who garnered 8,945 votes.
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49 US Lawmakers Urge President Obama
to Recognize the Armenian Genocide

WASHINGTON, DC — Chair-
man of the U.S. House Foreign Affairs
Committee Rep. Ed Royce (R-CA) has
joined forty eight house members co-
signing a letter to President Obama
urging him to acknowledge the Arme-
niagenocide on its 100th anniversary.
The letter is being spearheaded by
Rep. Robert Dold (R-IL) and Rep.
Frank Pallone (D-NJ), the co-chairs of
the Congressional Caucus on Arme-
nian Issues.

In the letter the congressmen
write: “PleasejoinwithusthisApril in
properly commemorating the Arme-
nian Genocide by citing it as a clear
instance of genocide. A forthright rec-
ognition of thisgenocidewill honor the
Armenian, Greek, Assyrian, and other
Christian victims of this atrocity, pay
well-deserved tribute to American hu-
manitarian relief efforts, pave the way
toward improved Armenian-Turkish
relations, and meaningfully reinforce
our own resolve, as Americans, to
prevent future genocides.”

The text of the letter follows:

The Honorable Barack Obama

President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to underscore the
importance of afull and just acknowl-
edgment of the Armenian Genocidein
your annual April 24th statement.

A clear recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide, particularly inthisCen-
tennial year, would affirm that the
Armenian Genocide is not an allega-
tion, a personal opinion, or a point of
view, but rather awidely documented
fact supported by an overwhelming
body of historical evidence.

A principled Presidential state-
ment clearly citing the Armenian Geno-
cide would help strengthen condem-
nations of the past, and recognize the
important rel ationshipthe United States
shares with Armenia today.

Please join with us this April in
properly commemorating the Arme-
nian Genocide by citing it as a clear
instance of genocide. A forthright rec-
ognition of thisgenocidewill honor the
Armenian, Greek, Assyrian, and other
Christian victims of this atrocity, pay
well-deserved tribute to American hu-
manitarian relief efforts, pave the way
toward improved Armenian-Turkish
relations, and meaningfully reinforce
our own resolve, as Americans, to
prevent future genocides.

Thank you for your consider-
ation of our request.

Pope Francis to Celebrate Mass on Sunday to
Mark Armenian Genocide 100th Anniversary

VATICAN CITY — On April
12th, Pope Francis will celebrate a
Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica to mark
100 years since the Armenian geno-
cide, according to Rome Reports.

Mikayel Minasyan, Armenian
Ambassador to the Holy See hopesthe
Massisn’t seen assomething political-
but that’s easier said than done. The
mere fact that the Pope has agreed to

celebrate it, speaks volumes.

“For Armenians, this centennial
won't feel much different ayear, two,
five, six, seven or even 200 yearsfrom
now. Armenians have been fighting
their own inner war against injustice
and ignorance for 100 years. This
anniversary isimportant for theworld,

Continued on page4
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Armenian Troops Participate in
US-Lead Exercises

U.S. Ambassador Richard Millsshakeshandsof Armenian soldier sboardingaU.S.
militarytransport planeinYerevan

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Under-
scoringincreased U.S.-Armenianmili-
tary cooperation, an Armenian army
platoon has joined thousands of sol-
diers from NATO member states, in-
cluding Turkey, in conducting fresh
U.S.-led exercises in Europe.

The 36 soldiers of a special Ar-
menian peacekeeping brigade flew to
Germany for that purpose late last
week following a send-off ceremony
attended by Richard Mills, the U.S.
ambassador to Armenia. Mills shook
the soldiers' hands as they boarded a
U.S. military transport plane at
Y erevan’'s Zvartnots airport.

The Saber Junction 15 exercises
organized by the U.S. Army in Europe
have brought together morethan 5,000
soldiers from 15 NATO members as
well as Sweden, Armenia, Moldova,
and Bosniaand Herzegovina. They will
take place in Germany, Lithuania and
Romaniauntil April 30.

“Saber Junction 15 prepares
NATO and partner-nation armies for
offensive, defensive and stability op-
erations and promotesinteroperability
among participants,” the U.S. Em-
bassy in Y erevan explained in a state-
ment released on Monday. The drills
are specifically designed to “train a
brigade-level unittooperatewithallied
and partner nations as part of a com-

bined force,” it said.

“The joint Armenian-U.S. exer-
cise is underwritten by a Memoran-
dum of Understanding between the
Armenian Ministry of Defense and the
U.S.ArmyinEurope,” added the state-
ment.

Armenian soldiersreportedly took
partinfiveU.S.-led military exercises
last year. Oneof thedrillstook placein
March 2014 at the U.S. Army’s Camp
Bondsteel in Kosovo where some 35
Armenian troops have been serving
under U.S. command as part of KFOR,
aNATO-led multinational force.

The Armenian military has in-
creasingly participated in such exer-
cises over the past decade in line with
Y erevan's Individual Partnership Ac-
tionPlanwithNATO. Thecooperation
framework commits Armenia to con-
tributing troopsto NATO-led missions
and implementing defense reforms
meant to bring its armed forces into
greater conformity with NATO stan-
dards.

As part of those reforms, U.S.
military instructors have been helping
the Armenian army increase the num-
ber of its non-commissioned officers
serving on a contractual basis. About
50 Armenian sergeants underwent a
weeklong U.S. training course near
Y erevan in February 2014.

President Sarkisian: Turks Never Marked
Gallipoli Anniversary on April 24

YEREVAN — On April 24, the
day of commemoration of the 100th
anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide, Armenians will be joined at
Tsitsernakaberd by representatives of
theinternational community, including
headsof countries Armenian President
Serzh Sarkisian said in an interview
with Russia 24 Channel.

Speaking about the Armenian-
Turkish relations, Sarkisian said: “We
have never posed any preconditions
for normalization of relations with
Turkey, not even the recognition of
the Armenian Genocide. A few years
ago| triedto reach anormalization, but
the Turkish party refused from its
commitments because of some rea-
son, and failed to ratify the two proto-
colssigned in Zurich.”

ThePresident said hesent aletter
to his Turkish counterpart, inviting
him to Armenia on April 24 for 100th
commemoration of the Armenian Geno-
cide. " TheTurkishauthoritiesnot only

refused to attend the events, but also
extended aninvitationto participatein
the events dedicated to the 100th anni-
versary of the Gallipoli Battle”

“It’s known to everyone that the
battlein Gallipoli did not start or end on
April 24, and Turkey never marked the
anniversary on April 24,” President
Sarkisian said.

The President added he can’t say
how many peoplein Turkey arewilling

Continued on page4
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April Issue of Turkish Magazine
Dedicated to Armenian Genocide

ISTANBUL — TheApril issueof
the Turkish newspaper Evrensel K iltlr
is entirely dedicated to the Armenian
Genocide centennial. The edition will
examinethecentury-old painand shame
through the scope of culture, history
and arts, ermenihaber.am reports cit-
ing Turkish website Evrensel.

The magazine will feature ar-
ticles by prominent journalists and
writers that present the emptiness
caused by Armenians’ absence, aswell
as articles about Armenians’ input in
different fields. Philologist Necmiye
Alpay, in particular, will present the
role of Armenian scholarsin thefield
of linguistics.

Other articleswill bededicated to
Armenian mastersin Turkish cinema-
tography, theatre, the Armenian mu-
sic, theimage of Armeniansin Turkish
fiction and the perceptions on the Ar-
menian Genocide.

A special feature will present the
story of “The 20 Gallows” memories

by Armenian clergyman Galust
Boghosian who witnessed the execu-
tion of 20 members of Hunchakian
party. The book was first printed in
Armenian in 1921, and Evrensel pub-
lishing house planstoissuethebook in
Turkish.

Professor Richard Hovannisian with Shoah
Foundation Delegation to Yerevan

Professor Richard Hovannisian and Dr. Stephen Smith

LOS ANGELES — The Shoah
Foundation, headed by executive di-
rector Stephen Smith, will be present
inY erevanfor ceremoniesmarkingthe
centenary of the Armenian Genocide.
The delegation, composed of Dr.
Smith, Karen Jungblut, Director of
Documentation and Research; Profes-
sor Wolf Gruner, Director of the Cen-
ter for Advanced Genocide Studies;
and Professor Richard Hovannisian of
UCLA and USC, will attend the two-
day Global Forum, where Smith and
Hovannisian will give brief addresses
and on April 24 lay awreath from the
Shoah Foundation at the Genocide M e-
morial. From Y erevan, the delegation
will travel to Istanbul to participatein
the outdoor program to take place in
Taksim Square ontheevening of April
24. The Shoah Foundation is placing
30 Armeniansurvivor interviewsonits
web site during the month of April.
Richard Hovannisian has been filmed
tointroducethefirst fivein the series,
which may be accessed on the USC
Shoah Foundation web site https://
sfi.usc.edu/search/node/hovannisian

While in Yerevan, Professor
Hovannisian will also be honored on
April 21 on the occasion of the publi-

cation of the Armenian translation of
Volumell of hisRepublic of Armenia.
Theevent issponsored by the Institute
of History of the Academy of Sciences
and the International Center for Na-
tional and International Studies. Vol-
umes three and four in the series are
currently being translated as well.

Prior to departing for Yerevan
with the Shoah Foundation Delega-
tion, Richard Hovannisian’ s April lec-
turesinclude Kean University in New
Jersey on April 7, sponsored by Holo-
caust and Genocide Studies; theUCLA
conference“ Genocideand Global His-
tory,” organized by Professor Sebouh
Aslanian and the Chair in Modern Ar-
menian History on April 10; “We Not
Only Survived, but Thrived” confer-
ence, sponsored by the Saints Sahag and
Mesrop Church of Philadelphia and or-
ganizedby Dr. AlfredMueller 11 onApril
11, and the World Without Genocide
organizationof WilliamMitchell College
of LawinSt. Paul onApril 14. Following
his return from Yerevan and Istanbul,
RichardHovannisianwill givetheArme-
nian Genocide centenary lecture at
ChapmanUniversity inOrange, Califor-
nia on April 28 and at Portland State
University on May 6.
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Concert Dedicated to the 100th Anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide Held in Mexico

MEXICOCITY —OnMarch 31,
the North American premier of promi-
nent Armenian composer Tigran
Mansurian’s Requiem, dedicated to
the memory of the victims of the Ar-
menian Genocide, took place at the
Bellas Artes — the Mexican capital’s
top concert venue, on the initiative of
the Embassy of Armenia to Mexico
and the Annual Festival of Centro
Historico.

Maestro Tigran Mansurian, Am-
bassador of Armeniato Mexico Grigor
Hovhannissyan, guest Ambassadors,
politicians and public figures, diplo-
mats and journalists attended the con-

cert.

The epic piece of the world re-
nowned composer was performed as
part of the Annual Festival of Centro
Historico by the country’s leading
Orquestra Sinfonica de Mineria and
the Vocalis choir under the baton of
guest conductor from Armenia— Rob-
ert Mlkeyan.

In the first part of the event,
Grammy-award winning violist Kim
K ashkashian performed piecesby Ben-
jamin Britten and Komitas. This sold
out event wasenthusiastically received
by the M exican public and waswidely
covered by the local media.

AUA's Summer Program 2015

American

University
of Armenia

The American University of Ar-
menia (AUA) is pleased to share news
about its Summer Program 2015. The
program combines strong academics
with the benefits of a safe, welcoming,
and exciting environment. If you are
lookingtotaketheeducational adventure
of alifetime, then apply now at http://
im.aua.am by the April 15 deadlinedate.

The Summer Program is a per-
fect opportunity if you would like to
visit Armeniaduring the summer while
earning university credits. You may
choose from a range of courses to
match your homeuniversity academic
plans, and because AUA is a U.S.-
accredited and University of Califor-
niaaffiliated institution, you can eas-
ily transfer summer credits earned at
AUA and apply them toward adegree
at your home institution. Three
courses will be offered jointly by
AUA andUCLA.

In addition to the great opportu-
nities on campus, Summer Program
participants will combine their aca-
demics with the Discover Armenia
Educational Tour — five day-long ex-
cursions that provide students a genu-
ine glimpse of Armenia's sights,
sounds, and flavors.

Summer
2015
Pri )ZTaIm

Still uncertain of your summer
plans? Then consider the fact that
AUA has partnered with Birthright
Armenia, opening up additional oppor-
tunities for applicants of Armenian
heritage. If you areacceptedto AUA’s
Summer Program and extend your
stay in Armenia as a volunteer, you
may be eligible to receive travel and
homestay living assistance. Pleasevisit
the web site of Birthright Armeniafor
detailsoneligibility criteria.

Students can also stay in the
AGBU VaheKarapetian Center, amulti-
purpose educational, cultural and so-
cia center for Armenian youth from
the Diaspora and Armenia. The off-
campus dormitories offer fully fur-
nished, newly renovated single, doubl e,
and triple rooms.

Interested in learning more about
the Summer Program, availablecourses,
itsfees, availableschol arships, and more?
Visit http://admissions.aua.am/study-
abroad-summer-programs/ . For more
information on housing or for genera
guestions about the Summer Program,
please contact the Office of Admis-
sions at SummerPrograms@aua.am .
Alternatively, feel free to contact me
should you have any questions.
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Glendale City Council Honors Armenian

American Orphan Christmas Fund Members

GLENDALE -- The Armenian-
American Orphan’s Christmas Fund,
Inc. honored its most prominent and
distinguished sponsors at the annual
Appreciation Dinner on March 20,2015
at Raffi’ sPlacerestaurantin Glendale,
Cdlifornia.

More than 150 guests were
present at the event, which included
recognized individuals, businesses,
organizations, and local government
officialsincluding Glendale City Coun-
cil members Laura Friedman, Paula
Devine, Ara Najarian, and Dave
Weaver, former Councilman Frank
Quintero, along with former Los An-
geles Sherif Leroy D. Baca that have
sponsored and supported the Arme-
nian-American Orphan’s Christmas
Fund Inc. sinceit wasfirst established
15 years ago.

Featured speakers were the
founder of the organization and the
editor-in-chief of Kach Nazar paper,
Mr. Ovanes Balayan, Sarkis Topalian,
Hovik Gabikian, Nune Avetissyan,
Tomik Alexanian, Alfred Nazarian, and
Stephan Hovakimian.

Duringtheevent, Glendale Coun-
cil Member Dave Weaver appointed a
few guests as the honorary members
of the organization. They include Dr.
Vahan and Dr. Melineh Aladadians,
Mr. Tomik Alexanian, Mrs. Nuneh
Avetisyan, Mr. and Mrs. Raffi and
Gohar Bakijian, Mr. and Mrs. Harout
and Ozhen Broutian, Mr. Hovik
Gabikian, Mr. Onnik Mehrabian, Mr.
and Mrs. Stephan Hovakimian, Dr.

and Mrs. Aram and SilvaK arakashian,
Mr. Balayan himself, Mr. and Mrs.
ApoNazarian,and Mr. and Mrs. Sarkis
and Lucine Topalian.

For the past fifteen years, the
organization has been able to raise
money in order to organize Christmas
celebration and provide holiday gifts
for many orphans and disabled chil-
dren who live in the most impover-
ished regions of Armenia. Together
with thisyear’ s donations, the organi-
zation hasbeen ableto providegiftsfor
over 200,000 orphans and disabled
children throughout Armenia. Fur-
thermore, the organization has con-
tributed to the restoration and renova-
tions of many schoolsin many Arme-
nian villages. The money raised was
also put in towards building many
sportsfacilitiesand dormitoriesfor the
children in need.

TheArmenian-American Orphans
Christmas Fund would like to thank
everyonewho participatedintheevent.
Inparticular, theorganizationisgrate-
ful to Mr. and Mrs. Raffi and Gohar
Bakijian, owners of Raffi’s Place for
organizing and fully sponsoring the
Appreciation Dinner on March 20",

The event was also to introduce
our sponsors about our upcoming
project of restoring a school in the
village of Gyumri. The project, which
will start taking effect in mid-2015,
will be named Seven Angels School
and Dormitory inmemory of Avetissyan
family members, who were brutally
massacred in January, 2015.

Pope Francis to Celebrate Mass

Continued from page?2

for Armenians, at thispoint, it doesn’t
really change much, but it'saway for
the world to hear the truth.”

Two years ago, even the Pope
himself described it as the first geno-
cide of the modern era, during an
audience with the Patriarch of Cilicia,
Nerses Bedros XIX.

Armenia s ambassador says his-
tory is now repeating itself. “Chris-

tiansfrom Iraq and Syriaare using the
same escape routes that Armenians
used 100 years ago. FLASH Why?
Because governments deny history,
they avoid speaking about the truth.
They use cynicism to address political
and historical facts.”

During Sunday’s Mass, which
will follow the Armenianrite, the Pope
will officially declare Armenian Saint,
Gregory of Narek, as a Doctor of the
Church.

Turks Never Marked Gallipoli Anniversary

Continued frompage2

and ready to recognize the Armenian
Genocide and get rid of that heavy
burden. “But we see a positive move,
and I’'m grateful to those Turkish citi-
zens, who have started themovement,”
Sarkisian stated.

Armenian officials once again
spoke about Baku's deconstructive
moves and their consequences in Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani relations, and added
that they share co-chairs opinion —we
must prepare the people not to war,
rather to peace.

Duringtheinterview on Monday,
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CSUN Prof. Gagik Melikyan Recipient of
Kennedy Center/Stephen Sondheim

Inspirational Teacher Award

NORTHRIDGE — California
State University, Northridge chemis-
try professor Gagik Melikyan is the
Kennedy Center/Stephen Sondheim
inspirational Teacher Award
recipient.The annual Kennedy Center/
Stephen Sondheim Inspirational
Teacher Awards publicly recognize
specificeducatorshby spotlighting their
impact on the lives of students. The
awards celebrate the teaching profes-
sion, the important role of teachersin
society and seeks to inspire others to
pursuethisprofession.” To beateacher
is the most exciting, most demanding
and most rewarding profession,” said
Melikyan. “1 enjoy challenging my stu-
dents, making them believe in them-
selves, creating life-changing oppor-
tunitiesand putting them onthe path to
aprosperous future. Every new day is
asexciting asthefirst day onthejob as
an educator.” “| have known Gagik for
close to 10 years as dean of the col-
lege,” said Dean of Science and Math,
Jerry Stinner. “I have tremendous re-
spect for Gagik and consider him to be
one of the finest scholars and mentors
in the college. Heis afirst-rate scien-
tist, with a remarkable publication
record, and is incredibly dedicated to
training students in his laboratory.”

Nominated by studentsthey once
taught, the award recipientsreflect the
power one teacher has to inspire oth-
ers and transform lives, according to
Kennedy Center officials.

Melikyan was nominated by
Christopher Wild, astudent who earned
hisB.S. and M.S. degreesfromCSUN,
and is currently aPh.D. student at the
University of Texas Galveston.“Heis
one of those students who will make
CSUN proud astheir almamater,” said
Melikyan of Wild.“ Dr. Melikyanismy
professional role model and was the
catalyzing figure of my academic and
professional development while at
CSUN,” Wild said. “He continues to
play aprominent roletothisday.” Wild
noted that Melikyan's “high level of
knowledge is apparent just after one
lecture. He demands excellence while
being very fair. Inhisresearchlab, Dr.
Melikyan trained me himself. As an
incoming Ph.D. student in medicinal
chemistry, | was ableto hit the ground
running. | was so well trained that |
was immediately able to conduct re-
search independently.” Another one of
Melikyan's colleagues, Steve
Oppenheimer, a biology professor at
CSUN, noted Melikyan’ stalentswhen
he said, “Gagik is a fantastic teacher,
research scientist and author. His en-
thusiasm and clarity in the classroom
are distinguished. His award-winning

book on exposing problems with hun-
dredsof thousandsof chemicals(Guilty
Until Proven Innocent), isatruly im-
portant contribution to public health
and welfare. It is a classic and should
beread by everyone.” Melikyanisquick
to point out that CSUN hasbeen one of
the main reasons for his success.

“Over the last two decades,
CSUN has provided such a large
amount of support, encouragement,
understanding and appreciation that |
could hardly receive in any other set-
ting,” said Melikyan. “And the current
accomplishments, both inthe classroom
and research laboratory, could not be
possible without continuous assistance
and help provided by the university,
college and departmental levels.”

On the award, Melikyan said “ of
courseg, itisagreat honor coming from
such areputableinstitution. | consider
it to be an appreciation of my decades-
long commitment to provide quality
professionaltraining to my students,
both in the classroom and most impor-
tantly in the research laboratory.”

The Kennedy Center/Stephen
Sondheim Inspirational Teacher
Awards were created in 2010 in honor
of Stephen Sondheim’s 80th birthday
and were initiated and funded through
the generous support of Freddie and
Myrna Gershon.

On March 22, Stephen
Sondheim’ s birthday, a select number
of theseteachersreceived TheK ennedy
Center/Stephen Sondheim I nspirational
Teacher Award, and amoney grant in
appreciation for their contributions to
the field of teaching. Awardees will
also be showcased, along with the
peoplethey inspired, on The Kennedy
Center/Stephen Sondheim I nspirational
Teacher Awards website.

“Theawardwill support my quest
toeducatethegeneral public on health-
related issues, as well as ongoing pro-
fessional activities as an educator,
writer and public advocate,” said
Melikyan.

Armenian President Sarkisian reiter-
ated hisgovernment’ sposition that the
only viable solution to the ongoing
conflict with Azerbaijan is through
negotiations based on the seven-year
old agreements outlined in an OSCE
Minsk Group document.

The president told Rosia 24
channel’ s “Opinion” program that the
Armenian position is routinely chal-
lenged by aggression instigated by
Azerbaijan in border fighting that has

intensified over the past several months.

“Unfortunately, the Azerbaijani
government does the exact opposite
(than negotiate). We all witnessed the
tense situation which started last sum-
mer,” the president said underlining
that outsidemonitorsblameAzerbaijan.

At the same time, Sarkisian ad-
dressed the probability of restarting
war in Karabakh, saying that he “is
personally afraid of war, but not afraid
of fighting”.
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BUS PICK UP LOCATIONS

St Mary's Armendan Chuech, 5005, Central Ave., St Gregory Armenian Church, 2215 E. Colorado Bivd St Peter’s Armendan Church, 17231 Sherman Way
5L Gregory the Burminator Armenian Catholic Church, {ORT .
1510 E Mounitain Ave, Holy Martyrs Bementary School, 16617 Parthenia Street Holy Martyrs Armenian Chuech, 5300 Whte (ak A,

L Moy Cross Cathedial, 500 W, Lol Ave AGEU Marie Manoogian Armeian Schocl, 6844 Oakale Ave

St Leon's Cathedeal, 3325 N. Glendaks Blhwd. North Hollywood Metro Station, 5273 Larikershim Bhvd Forty Martyrs Ammenian Chunch, 5315 W. Mcradden
6801 Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood, CA 90028 1201 South Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, CA 90015
E%E
e
Ofie
Organized by AGCC, WR For information, visit www.March4Justice.org




