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World Leaders Join Armenians in Genocide
Centennial Commemoration

Y EREVAN — Tensof thousands
of people marched to the
Tsitsernakabert memorial in Yerevan
onFriday April 24to pay their respects
to some 1.5 million Armenians who
were massacred by the Ottoman Turks
100 years ago in the first genocide of
the 20th century.

In what has been an annual ritual
in Armenia for ailmost 50 years, they
laid flowers by the hilltop memorial’s
eternal fire surrounded by 12 inward-
bending columns symbolizing Arme-
nian-populated provinces of the Otto-
man Empire.

The daylong procession began
amid heavy rain after an official cer-
emony during which Armenia’ spoliti-
cal and spiritual leaders as well as
dozens of foreign dignitaries marked
the 100th anniversary of the start of
the genocide.

The heads of the visiting delega-

tions walked to the memorial one by
one, escorted by Armenian schoolgirls
holding the national flags of their re-
spectivecountries. Eachforeignleader
then put a yellow rose into a wreath
shaped as a forget-me-not flower, the
official emblem of the commemora-
tions of the genocide centennial.
“The western part of the Arme-
nian people, who had for millenniums
livedintheir homeland, inthecradleof
their civilization, were displaced and
annihilated under a state-devised plan
with direct participation of the army,
police, other state institutions, and
gangs comprising criminals released
from the prisons specifically for this
purpose,” President Serzh Sarkisian
said in a speech at Tsitsernakabert.
Inhisspeech, Sarkisiansimilarly
denounced Turkey’ scontinuing claims

Continued on page4

Erdogan Lashes out at World Leaders
for Recognizing Armenian Genocide

ISTANBUL — Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Saturday
lashed out at the European Union and
world leaders who have recognized
the 1915 massacres of Armenians as
genocideonthecentenary of theevents.

Erdogan accused the leaders of
France, Germany and Russia of “sup-
porting claimsbased on Armenianlies’.

Erdogan al so accused the United
States of siding with Armenia despite
thefact that USPresident Barack Obama
stopped short of calling the killings as
“genocide” andinstead usedthe Arme-
nian term Medz Y eghern (great catas-
trophe) for the World War | killings.

“The last countries to speak of
genocide are Germany, Russia and
France. What happened during thetwo
world wars that had been initiated by
Germany in the past century is before
our eyes,” Erdogan was quoted by
Turkey’s state-run Anadolu news
agency as saying on Saturday.

“First, they (Germany, Russiaand
France) must, one by one, clean the

stainson their own histories,” he added.

During commemoration ceremo-
nies in Armenia on Friday, French
President Francois Hollande and Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin urged
modern-day Turkey to recognise the
massacre as genocide.

“Wewould havewishedthat Putin
had not gone to Armenia, nor Mr
Hollande” Erdogan told a meeting of
businessmen in Istanbul in comments
broadcast by Turkish television.

Erdogan went on to accuse the
EU — whose parliament voted to call
theeventsagenocide on April 15— of
“not telling the truth” and said: “Hey
European Union! Don't offer us any
thoughts, keep them to yourself.”

“They have earsthat do not hear,
eyes that do not see, and tongues that
do not speak the truth.”

“Have no concern, should there
be a situation where the incidents of
the past were accounted for today,
Turkey would be the most comfort-
able on this aspect.”

130,000 March in Los Angeles

to Commemorate Armenian Genocide

LOS ANGELES - In an unprec-
edented show of support for the cen-
tennial commemoration of the Arme-
nian Genocide, over 130 thousand com-
munity leaders, religious figures,
elected officials and activists took to
the streets of Little Armenia on April
24th to march for justice for the
martyred souls who perished at the
hands of the Ottoman government
during World War 1.

Throngsjoined Friday’ ssix-mile
walk from the Little Armenia neigh-
borhood to the Turkish Consulate,
carrying flags and signs voicing their
common and persistent call for the
Turkish government to recognize the
deaths of morethan 1.5 million Arme-
nians as genocide. Many of the signs
voiced forceful messages. “We De-
mand Justice” and* Turkey Must Pay.”
The march is said to have been the
largest in the history of protestsin Los
Angeles joined by politicians at the
federal, state and local level.

The event began with an unveil-
ing ceremony of the“ Armenian Geno-
cide Memorial Square” sign adorning
the busy intersection of Hollywood
Boulevard and Western Avenue. The
erection of the signs, spearheaded by
LosAngelesCity Councilmember Mitch
O’ Farrell with the participation of the
Consul General of RA inLos Angeles
Sergey Sargisov, drew thousands of
onlookerswhile Federal, State and | o-
cal political leaders hailed the sign as
an important and significant step to-
wards recognition of the Armenian
Genocide.

Councilmember O’ Farrell stated
that the marker will show that the city
of Los Angeles recognizes the history
of the Armenian Genocide, emphasiz-
ing the impact of the event on the
Armenian community.

“One hundred years ago, the Ot-

toman Empire attempted to annihilate
an entire race in the first genocide of
the last century,” said Congressman
Adam Schiff. “When it was over, 1.5
million Armenian men, women and
children lay dead and many thousands
of others barely survived. Despite a
brutal campaign of massacres, forced
death marches, lootings and rape, the
Young Turks failed to destroy the
Armenian people as evidenced by the
vibrant diasporaand Armenian nation.”

Immediately following the un-
veiling ceremony was the Armenian
Genocide Commemoration Committee
of Western US — a coalition of 19
community organizations, organized a
march which began with aninvocation
by H.E. Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
of the Western Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church, Moushegh Mardirossian
of the Western Prelacy, H.E. Mqgr.
Michael Mouradian, Bishop of Arme-
nian Catholics of North America, and
Rev. Joe Matossian. The event fea-
tured speakers including LA Mayor
Eric Garcetti, Consul General Sergey
Sargisov, State Senator KevinDeL eon
and Councilmember Mitch O’ Farrell,
whose Armenian language speech in-
vigorated the audience made up of
young and old Armenians and non-
Armenians.

Elected officials at the Federal,
State and local levels listened to the
speeches as they gazed at the myriad
of audience members holding signsin
support of recognition, restitution and
reparations for descendants and vic-
timsof the Armenian Genocide. Among
those in  attendance were
Congressmembers Adam Schiff and
Judy Chu, State Assemblymembers
Mike Gatto, Scott Wilk, Mike Gipson
and Adrin Nazarian, State Controller

Continued on page4



p

Massis Weekly

Armenian Genocide Commemorations

in Istanbul

ISTANBUL — Commemoration
eventsorganised by Turkishandinter-
national human rights groups, took
place on April 24 in Istanbul to mark
the centenary of the Armenian geno-
cide during which more than 1.5 mil-
lion ArmenianswereKkilled.

On the “Walk to Remember”
through the district of Sultanahmet.
marchers carried posters that read:
“Recognisethe Genocide”. Some held
red carnations or violet crocuses, a
stand-in for the purple forget-me-nots
that symbolisethecentenary el sewhere.

Later on Friday, arally was held
in Istanbul’ s Taksim Square. The cer-
emony was attended by an unprec-
edented number of people, mostly
DiasporaArmenians, Kurdsand Turks.

TheKurdish People sDemocratic
Party (HDP) Sidli district headquarters
and Youth Coordination of Istanbul
staged amarch on April 23 commemo-
rating the genocide. They visited the
houses of some of the Armenian intel-

lectualswho marched to death on April
24, 1915 and laid flowers there.

The participants carried banners
with the inscription “Together — 1915-
2015” and “ Confront the Genocide,” as
well asphotosof Armenianintellectuals.

Holy massin memory of thevic-
timswasheld at the I stanbul Armenian
Patriarchal Church. Led by Deputy
Patriarch Aram Atesyan, the ceremony
was also attended by Turkey’'s EU
Minister Volkan Bozkir. President
Erdogan’s message was also read at
the ceremony where white doves sym-
bolizing peace were released and bells
were rung 100 times.

In a statement to the press at the
entrance of the church, Minister Bozkir
said he was greatly honored to take part
in the mass led by Armenian Deputy
Patriarch Aram Atesyan, adding, “This
isthefirst masstobeheldofficially since
1916. A representative of the Turkish
government is taking part in such a
ceremony for the first time”.

Cilician See Files Lawsuit to Reclaim

Sis Catholicosate from Turkey

ANTELIAS, LEBANON — On
Tuesday 28 April 2015, an attorney of
the Catholicosateof Ciliciasubmitteda
brief to the Constitutional Court in
Turkey, requesting the return of its
Centrein Sis (Kozan), the Secretariat
of the Catholicosate of Ciliciainforms.

Convincedthat recognition of the
Genocideand compensation should go
together, His Holiness Aram I, on the
year of the 100th anniversary com-
memoration of the Armenian Genocide
of 1915, has filed a lawsuit at the
Turkish Constitutional Court for the
return of the Spiritual Centre of the

Catholicosate in Sis. In initiating this
effort, HisHoliness is setting a prece-
dent for the descendants of the mar-
tyrstoreclaimtheir family belongings.

Since 2012, HisHoliness Aram |
haspresided over acommittee of Turk-
ishandinternational humanrightslaw-
yers, preparing the current litigation.
Thecommitteewill explainthelawsuit
through two press conferences. The
first will be held on Wednesday 29
April in Washington DC and the sec-
ond soon after in Geneva.

The Catholicosate of Cilicia
settled in Sis, the former capital of the
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Armenian Genocide Commemoration

in Lebanon

BEIRUT — Tens of thousands of
L ebanese of Armenian originsmarched
in the suburbs of Beirut Friday, com-
memorating the 100th anniversary of
the Armenian genocide and vowing
never to forget the atrocities commit-
ted against their ancestors by the Otto-
man Empire. Carrying Armenian flags
and pictures of the violet forget-me-
not flower, the symbol of the centen-
nial, marchersof all agestrekked south
from the Armenian Catholicosate of

the Great Houseof Ciliciain Anteliasto
national football stadium in Burj
Hammoud.

Ahead of the protest, Prime Min-
ister Tammam Salam telephoned the
head of the Catholicosate of the Great
House of Cilicia, Aram |, to express
sympathy with Armenians.

Salam appreciated the role that
Armenian confessions have played in
L ebanon to consolidate the country’s
unity.

Thousands Rally in Times Square

to Mark Centennial of Armenian Genocide

NEW YORK (RFE/RL) —Thou-
sandsof peopleralliedinNew Y ork on
April 26 to demand the U.S. govern-
ment recognize the deaths of up to 1.5
million Armeniansduring World War |
as genocide.

The rally marked the centennial
of the killings under the Ottoman Em-
pire — today’s Turkey.

Addressing the crowd in Times
Square, Senator Charles Schumer
(Democrat — New Y ork) said, “I stand
withyouinmaking surethedeniersare
not given any place under the sun.”

Speakers included severa Jewish
leaders aswell as Taner Akcam, a Turk-
ish-born scholar who supportsthe Arme-
nian causeasaprofessor at Clark Univer-
sity, in Worcester, Massachusetts.

“Itisvery troubling to see that the
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United Stateshasstill not recognized the
Armenian genocide,” he said, adding
that thejustificationisthe crucial role of
Turkey in U.S. security strategy.

Rabbi Steven Burg, the Eastern
Director of the Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter, said Rafael Lemkin, a Polish-born
Jew, coined the term genocide after
World War || — convincing theworld
toview theHolocaust asacrimeagainst
humanity.

“He started his quest because of
the Armeniangenocide,” therabbi said.

Lemkin recognized that the Ar-
menian genocide was the first in the
20th century, Burg said.

And his definition served as the
basis for the UN Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide, adopted in 1948.

Cilician Kindgom, in1295, after mov-
ing from several places due to the
political uncertaintiesintheregion. In
1921, following the 1915 Genocide,
the Ottoman authorities ordered
Catholicos Sahak |1 Khabayan and the
clergy to vacate the location within
twodays. TheCatholicosandtheclergy

|eft the monastery in Sis, taking with
them very few objects, such as the
basin pot for the preparation of the
holy muron, some manuscripts and
liturgical items. After moving between
Jerusalem, Aleppo, Damascus and
Cyprus, in 1930 the Catholicosate
settled in Antelias.
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Armenian Genocide Monument

Unveiled in Fresno

FRESNO -- With the tricolors
red, blue, and orange illuminating its
pillarsagainst theevening sky, Fresno's
Genocide Centennial Monument was
christened before a crowd of more
than 4,000 people at Fresno State's
MapleMall on April 23.

Since the early 1880s when the
Seropian brothers first arrived from
their native Marsovan in Western Ar-
menia, successive waves of Armenian
immigrants from the corners of the
world have made the Central San
JoaguinValley and Fresnoin particular
their new home. The much anticipated
ribbon cutting ceremony brought to-
gether the valley's Armenian commu-
nity-both young and old, established
as well as newly arrived families -for
the historic unveiling of a monument
dedicated to the victims and survivors
of the Armenian Genocide.

Along with the university's com-
mitment to diversity, the monument
was made possible by the financial
support of numerous patrons as well
asthe broader community. The Arme-
nian Genocide Centennial -Fresno Com-

mittee, which comprises representa-
tives from the valley's various Arme-
nian organizations, coordinated con-
struction of the monument and has
promoted more than 30 other centen-
nial eventsin the past several months.

As with many of the worldwide
activities that marked this year's com-
memoration, thetheme of justicereso-
nated throughout the program, includ-
ing a call to the governments of the
United States and Republic of Turkey
to recognizethiscrime agai nst human-
ity.

Patterned after the Genocide
Monument Dzidzernagapert in
Y erevan, Fresno's monument embod-
ies symbols of cultural meaning. The
broken halo that crowns the structure
signifiesthe fracture |l eft by the Geno-
cide as well as the unity of the Arme-
nian people. Beneath the halo stand
nine pillars-made of concrete and im-
ported tufa stone-representing the six
historical provincesof Western Arme-
nia, theregionof Cilicia, the Armenian
Diaspora, and the Republic of Arme-
nia

Armenian Community in Las Vegas

Pays Homage to Genocide Centennial

LASVEGAS-Onehundredrings
chimed to mark the centennial of the
Armenian Genocide during a somber
commemoration ceremony on April
23rd at the Armenian Apostolic Church
of Las Vegas.

After the prayer service, Father
Narek Maderian declared, during the
candlelight vigil, that the 1.5 million
martyrswho perished during the Geno-
cide are now saints. Among those
present at the event, were Honorary

Consul for the Republic of Armenia,
Andy Armenian, SDHP Executive
Board member Garry Sinanian, and
SDHP Las Vegas chapter member
GeorgeHagopian.

On April 24th, the Armenian
American Cultural Society of LasVe-
gas (AACS), Clark County commis-
sioners and other community leaders
presided over the groundbreaking cer-
emony for the Las Vegas Armenian
GenocideMemorial Monument at Sun-

Louisiana Armenians Commemorated
The Genocide Centennial

BATON ROUGE -- Sunday, April
19, 2015 was a memorable day for the
small but vibrant Louisiana Armenian
community. Morethan hundred people
were gathered at the St. Garabed Ar-
menian Church inBaton Rouge, where
Divine Liturgy and Requiem Service
(Hokehankist) was offered by Rev.
Father Tatios Abdalian, in memory of
the 1.5 million Armenians who per-
ished at the hands of the Turkish gov-
ernment.

The church service was covered
by the local ABC station.

Following the church services,
food (Hokejash) wasservedin memory
of the genocide victims.

Afterwards, commemoration
event was held at the Church hall.
Opening remarks were delivered by
St. Garabed Parish Council Chairman,
Mr. Vazken Kaltakjian, who acknowl-
edged the presence of community
members from New Orleans, other
parts of the state and even from Ala-
bama, who had to drive for hours, to
attend this event.

Church Choir member, Mrs.
Azadouhi Moutafian recited a poem
titled “We Protest” by Hovhannes
Shiraz.

The event’s guest speaker was
Mr. Krikor Khodanianfrom LosAnge-
les. Hetalked about the progresswhich
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was made during the past fifty years,
toachievetherecognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide. He reminded the audi-
ence that there was a time when the
Armenian Genocide was known asthe

“Forgotten Genocide”. “During the
years since then, we have been able to
bringtherecognitiontoalevel whereit
can no longer be ignored by the civi-
lizedworld.”

During his closing remarks, Fa-
ther Abdalian emphasized the impor-
tance and the meaning of the canoniza-
tion of our martyrs as saints of the
Armenian Church. Father Abdalian
stated that each one in attendance has
lost aloved oneor arelative during the
massacres, and as such, each one will
become a descendant of a saint.

In conclusion, special thanksand
appreciation was given to Tamar
Gregorian, who was the organizer and
the driving force behind the success
of, not only this event, but the public
relations campaign, which was
launched to bring the issue of the
Armenian Genocideto the attention of
the local and state politicians, the me-
dia and the American public.

Following the commemoration
event, the attendees walked to the
Armenian Cemetery adjacent to the
church, where a wreath was placed at
the Armenian Martyrs’ Khatch Kar.

set Park. Theprojected dateof comple-
tionfor themonument isin September,
it will coincide with the Republic of
Armenia’s Independence Day.

Serving as the keynote speaker,
Honorary Consul Andy Armenian, dis-
cussed thehistory of Armenian-Ameri-
cans residing in the Las Vegas com-
munity throughout the years and
thanked those responsible in that re-
gion for memorializing an important
chapter of world history.

“On the centennial of the Arme-
nian Genocide where Armenian survi-
vors were scattered to countries all
around the world, we would like to
remember the 1.5 million victims who
were killed 100 years ago and at the
sametimethank Americaand the State
of Nevada for providing us an oppor-
tunity for a new beginning,” said Ar-
menian. “ Today the Armenian-Ameri-
can community in Las Vegasis donat-
ing thismemorial monument at Sunset
Park to the people of Southern Nevada
S0 new generations remember the
tragic history in order not to repeat
such terrible deeds in the future.”

“The Armenian community is
funding this project’s design, con-

struction and upkeep,” said Commis-
sioner Scow. “But theentireLasVegas
community benefits, because this
monument will allow our citizens to
come to know and learn about this
very sordid and shocking chapter in
world history. I'm happy to support
this endeavor and look forward to the
monument’s completion.”

“l applaud the Armenian com-
munity for bringing this project to
fruition and Clark County is proud to
lend its support,” said Commissioner
Sisolak. “The unspeakable acts en-
dured by the Armenian people must
never beforgotten. Thismemorial will
help ensure that happens and assist in
educating future generations.”

“Las Vegas is home to over
20,000 Armenian, said Mr. Sinanian.
“Thisis agreat way for the commu-
nity to cometogether to reflect on and
honor those who perished during the
Armenian Genocide.” Mr. Hagopian
echoed Sinanian’s sentiments and
added, “it is important that all the
organizationsin the community come
together to work together to have a
monument that is suited for the entire
community.”
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“iwitness” Interactive Public Art Display
Unveiled at Grand Park in Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES — On Saturday
April 25th, LosAngelesCounty Mayor
Michael Antonovichunveiled amonth-
long interactive public art display at
Grand Park to commemorate the cen-
tennial of the Armenian Genocide
through public art.

Conceived by artists Ara
Oshagan, Levon Parian and architect
Vahagn Thomasian, “iwitness” incor-
porates photography and architecture
to educate and inform a new genera-
tion about the Genocide. The display
consists of massive portraits of eye-
witnesssurvivorstelling thestory from
the frontlines — people who were
there — most of whom are Southern
California residents who immigrated
here to reestablish their lives.

“Thisremarkable memorial hon-
ors the 1.5 million victims of the Ar-
menian Genocideandtellsthepersonal
stories of survivors — first-hand eye-
witnesses to one of the worst atroci-
ties of the 20th century,” said LA
County Mayor Antonovich.

“iwitness is a temporary monu-

ment to the men and women who
rebuilt their disrupted lives and com-
munities in the aftermath of geno-
cide,” said artist Ara Oshagan. “The
proximity and clustering of the sculp-
tures alludes to, and reflects, the new
communities they created after being
dispersed across the globe.”

Theinstallation offers acontinu-
ally shifting perspective during the
day, as shadows cast by sunlight cre-
ate a dynamic interplay between the
asymmetrical lines, shapes and forms
of the sculptures. At night, adifferent
atmosphere and environment is cre-
ated as each sculpture in the network
isilluminated from theinside.

To educate and promote dis-
course, audiences at iwitness walk
amid these larger-than-life sculptures
to reflect on its message and the Turk-
ish government’s continued denial of
the Armenian Genocide.

For the next 30 days, school
children and other visitors to this re-
markable memorial will hear the per-
sonal stories of the survivors.

Two Turkish Dailies Published with
Armenian Headlines on April 24

ISTANBUL (Agos) — Today’s
issues of the daily Cumhuriyet and
Ozgiir Gundem newspapers have been
published with Armenian headlines .

(Never Again) as its headline, while

Ozgir Gindem featured the words
P7?, 700?77, 17?7777?77? (See, Hear,

Initsheadlineon April 24, 2015,
the 100th Anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide, Cumhuriyet featured the
words “Never Again” in Armenian,
preceded by a heading stating, ‘We
mourn the shared pain of these lands
suffered 100 years ago’. The piece
went on to state “The pain of the
disaster that took placeduring thetime
of the Ottoman Empire remains fresh.
Itistimeto confront thiswound which
paralyzes the mind, the conscience,
and the sense of right and justice; so it
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happens never again!”.

Ozgir Giindem, on the other
hand, alsocommemorated the Assyrian
Genocide, Seyfo, stating, “In the
planned genocide carried out by the
state in 1915, 1,5 million Armenians
and 500 thousand Assyrians were de-
ported and massacred. The wound
remainsopen... The AKP government
claims the genocide as its own by
denying it, while peoples say, ‘recog-
nize, confront and apologize'.”

World Leaders Join Armenians
in Genocide Centennial Commemoration

Continued frompagel

that Ottoman Armeniansdiedinsmaller
numbers and not as a result of a pre-
meditated government policy. “ AsPope
Francis rightly pointed out [on April
12,] * Concealing or denyingevil islike

allowing a wound to keep bleeding
without bandaging it,’” he said.
Sarkisian went on to thank for-
eign nations and various international
bodies that have officially recognized
the Armenian massacres as genocide.
The Armenian leader further praised
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Jobs for International Medical Graduates
(IMG,FMG) and US Medical Grads

Entry level positions with acute care hospitals are available at some of
our hospitals in California, Kansas, Indiana, Nevada, Pennsylvania, Texas,
Rhodelsland, and New Jersey. Thisisasuitable opportunity for those seeking
a career in hospital/healthcare management.

Job Description:

The position (entry level) will introduce you to operations of acute care
facility where your medical background could be applied (but, does not
involve direct patient care). Projects may include concurrent and retrospec-
tive chart reviews for clinical documentation, or tasks involving medical
coding, clinical performance improvement, infection control, case manage-
ment, etc. Selected candidates will be offered per diem positions assigned to
projects which will introduce you to foundations for long-term careers at the
hospitals. Those candidates with high aptitude and satisfactory performance

Qualifications:

verbal communication skills.

public health, are preferred.

position.

characteristics.

» Compensation: DOE

commercial interests.

may be considered for full-time employment based on availability.

» Must be a medical school graduate that successfully completed the
program (do not need to be licensed in US).

» Experience in acute care settings is preferred.

» The position requires assertive personality with strong written and

e Candidates with post-graduate education in related field, including
To officially apply and be considered for open positions please go to
www.primehealthcare.com/careers and apply to the Coder Auditor Trainee

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and do not discriminate against
applicants due to veteran status, disability, race, gender, or other protected

e Location: CA, KS, IN, NJ, NV, PA, RI, TX, M
* Principals only. Recruiters, please don't contact this job poster.

* Please, no phone calls about this job!
» Please do not contact job poster about other services, products or

130,000 March in Los Angeles

to Commemorate Armenian Genocide

Continued frompagel

Betty Yee, LA County Mayor Michael
Antonovich, LA County Assessor Jef-
frey Prang, LA City Councilmembers
Felipe Fuentes, Nury Martinez, Paul
Koretz and Paul Krekorian, LA City
Attorney Mike Feuer and many others.

The march proceeded towards the
Turkish Consulatein Los Angeleswhere
Los Angeles City Councilmember
Krekorian addressed the 130 thousand
strong and described the story of his
grandmother and her brother, a professor
in Turkey who was arrested, tortured,
and killed by the Turkish government at
the start of the Armenian Genocide.
Krekoriancondemned President Obama’s
decisiontoonceagainrefuseto utilizethe
word Genocide. “Presidents come and
go,” he said. “Congressmen come and
go. But the truth remains.”

L osAngelesCity Councilmember
Paul Koretz, addressed the crowd and
expressed his his heartfelt connection
to the Armenian people’s struggle for

justicefor thegenocideof their people.
“Asadew, | know of many loved ones
who were | ost to the Holocaust, which
may have happened becausethe Arme-
nian Genocide was ignored,” he said.

Representative Adam Schiff, who
earlier thisweek read out the names of
one thousand Genocide victims on the
House floor, called on Turkey to rec-
ognize the crimes of it predecessors
and* help heal thewounds.” Rep. Schiff
also condemned President Obama for
his failure to recognize the Genocide.
Schiff said: “To be honest, it would
have been better if the President said
nothing at all.”

Also speaking at the rally were
co-chairs of the AGCC, AGBU chair-
woman Talin Yacoubian and former
chairman of the Armenian Bar Asso-
ciation Garo Ghazarian, who asked all
representativesof the 19 organizations
which comprise the AGCC to join
them and renowned Armenian singer
Harout Pamboukjian on stage as they
sang Armenia’ s national anthem.

scores of Turkswho were dueto gather
in Istanbul later in the day to com-
memorate the genocide victims. “ They
are strong people who are doing the
right thing for their homeland,” hesaid.

The 3-hour ceremony also in-
volved speeches by the visiting presi-
dents of Cyprus, France, Russia and
Serbia and a prayer service led by
Catholicos Karegin |1, the supreme
head of the Armenian Apostolic
Church.

Both Putin and Hollande empha-
sized the fact that the Russian Empire,
France and Britain jointly condemned
the mass killings and deportations of

Armeniansasa*“ crime against human-
ity” inMay 1915, one month after they
were ordered by the rulers of the
Ottoman Empire.

Theofficial ceremony endedwith
an address by Esther Mujawayo, a
prominent survivor of the 1994 geno-
cide in Rwanda.

Mujawayo read out the forum’'s
concluding declaration that calls on
the outside world to ensure a greater
international recognition of the Arme-
nia genocide and condemns its denial
by Turkey. The declaration also calls
for aworldwide* strengthening of geno-
cide prevention mechanisms.”
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