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100th Anniversary of 20 Armenian Martyrs Commemorated In Los Angeles

GLENDALE — Morethan 1400
attendees crowded the historic Alex
Theater on Sunday, June 14 to mark
the 100th anniversary of the Armenian
Nation’s 20 Hunchakian Martyrs.

Zovig Koroghlian, the evening’s
Mistress of Ceremonies, presented
Vahan Khodanian, who delivered the
Armenian Council of America’ s(ACA)
message, paying homage to the 20
heroic Martyrs who fought for de-
mocracy, liberty and equality for all
mankind. ACA Chairman Sevak
K hatchadorian, introduced the descen-
dants of the 20 Martyrs, along with
local elected officialswho took part in
the event. A short video montage of
Rep. Adam Schiff (D- Burbank) read-
ingthename’ sof the Genocidevictims
on the House floor, including those of
the 20 Armenian Martyrs was dis-
played. Immediately following the
video, Khatchadorian presented Con-
gressman Schiff with the “Stephan
Sapah-Gulian Integrity Award” for his
continued | eadership towards champi-
oning causes important to the Arme-
nian American Community.

Congressman Schiff, after re-

ceiving astanding ovation, expressed
his deep gratitude for the prestigious
award. “ The Twenty Hunchakian Mar-
tyrs who died a century ago, under-
stood the importance of what they
were fighting for, had the courage to
take on a corrupt and murderous dic-
tatorship, and that their idealswill go
on and help the birth of a great na-
tion,” said Schiff. He also stated that
he is proud to represent his Arme-
nian-American constituents in Con-
gress, and promised to double his

efforts for the recognition of the Ar-
menian Genocide.

Other speakers included Social
Democrat Hunchakian Party Central
Committee ChairmanHagop Dikranian,
political activist from the Republic of
Armenia Sarkis Hatspanian, His Emi-
nence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
Primate of the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church and Chairman of the
Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
Executive Committee Western USA
Region Gabriel Moloyan.

Anartistic program of Armenian
national and patriotic songsand poems
were performed with the participation
of the “Sipan” Choir conducted by
Maestro Henrik Annasian, Nor Serount
Cultural Association’s dance troupe,
well known poetry reciter Noune
Avedissian and talented singers Salpi
Mayilian, Arno Mkrtchyan and Harut
Hagopianwho el ated theaudiencewith
inspiring and emotional songs and po-
ems of remembrance, struggle and
triumph for the Armenian nation.

100th Anniversary of Twenty Martyrs

Commemorated in Istanbul

ISTANBUL, TURKEY — Arme-
nians and non-Armenians in Istanbul
commemorated the 100th anniversary
of the martyrdom of the Social Demo-
crat Hunchakian Party’s 20 Martyrs
who were executed ontheearly morning
of June 15, 1915 in Beyazit Square
during the Armenian Genocide. The
commemoration, organized by the Nor
Zartonk initiative was held at the
Edirnekapi ArmenianMartyr’' sCemetery
on June 15, 2015.

The history of the 20 Armenian
martyrsis distinctly connected with the
fate of the Armenian people in 1915.
With the restoration of Ottoman consti-
tution in 1908, The Hunchakian Party
became one of the main representatives
of the Armenian community inthe Otto-
man Empire. TheHunchakian Party came
to understand the Y oung Turk policies
and ideology that adopted a form of
Turkish nationalism which was xeno-
phobic and exclusionary in itsthinking.
These policies threatened to undo the
tattered fabric of a multi-ethnic and
multi-religioussociety, onceagainharm-

ing the Armenian populace. The Y oung
Turks seized compl ete power in a coup
d'etat in January 1913. On September
7th of that same year, the 7th General
Convention of the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party adjournedwithanaim
to thwart this new dictatorship by any
means necessary, and restore democ-
racy.

The Young Turk dictatorship
learned of this aim through the betrayal
of a fellow Armenian. Unfortunately,
one may argue the betrayal did not only
result in the arrest of hundreds of
Hunchakian leadersandintellectualsand
the execution of these twenty coura-
geousmen, but alsofacilitated theweak-
ening of theleadership of the Armenians
at the cusp of the Armenian Genocide.

“The state has not changed at all
sincethosedays. Paramaz and hisfriends
suffered the samefate asHrant Dink did,
and the process of rewarding the murder-
ersof Armeniansgoeson,” aNor Zartonk
Sayat Tekir representative said, adding
that attacks on the Armenian cultural
heritage continue nowadays.

Kirk Kerkorian Dies in Los Angeles at Age 98

LOS ANGELES — Kirk
Kerkorian, the son of poor Armenian
immigrants who used his gambler’'s
instincts to became a multibillionaire
Las Vegas casino tycoon, Hollywood
mogul, airlineowner and auto industry
investor, died at age 98, according to
media reports on Tuesday.

Kerkorian, who was the largest
shareholder in MGM Resorts Interna-
tional, died on Monday night in Los
Angeles following a brief illness, the
Las Vegas Review-Journal said.

Kerkorian had little formal edu-
cation and dropped out of school at
age 16.

In his youth he was known as
“RifleRRight Kerkorian” for hispunch-
ing power asasmall-timeboxer and he
would become an enduring American
business heavyweight with a knack
for placing winning bets in the corpo-
rate world.

In May, Forbes magazine esti-
mated Kerkorian's wealth at $4.2 bil-
lion after taking a hit on his invest-
mentsin 2008, whenthe magazinesaid
he was worth $16 billion.

Three different times —in 1969,
1973 and 1993 — Kerkorian built the
world’ shiggest hotel inLasV egas, the
desert gambling capital where he first
made his fortune in the 1950s and
1960s. On his way to becoming a
casino magnate, hebefriended Rat Pack
stars Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and
other Las Vegas headliners.

He owned some of the biggest
and best-known hotels and casinos in
Las Vegas — at one time possessing
more than half the hotel rooms on the

famous Las Vegas strip. He also was
instrumental inturning LasVegasinto
afamily destination rather than merely
a naughty pleasure spot for adults.

Kerkorian bought and sold the
venerableMGM filmstudiothreetimes,
acquired the United Artists studio and
tried to buy Columbia Pictures. Even
asastudio chief, hewould standinline
to buy movie tickets at a theater with
everyone else rather than attend pri-
vate screenings.

He began buying property in Las
Vegasin 1962 after selling his charter
airline, which he later repurchased,
and was on hisway to becoming aLas
Vegas power player.

“When you’re a self-made man
you start very early inlife,” Kerkorian
oncetold the Las V egas Review-Jour-
nal. “... You get adrivethat’s alittle
different, maybe alittle stronger, than
somebody who inherited.”

Continued on page4
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4 Armenians Among Georgia Flood Victims

TBILISI — Four members of an
Armenian family in Thilisi are among
at least 12 peoplekilledinflooding that
wreaked havoc on Georgia' scapital at
the weekend, Armenia’ s government
said on Monday.

A senior official at the Arme-
nian Ministry of Local Government
and Emergency Situations, Hovannes
Khangeldian, said the bodies of the
four women, all of them Georgian
nationals, were discovered on Mon-
day morning. “The precise circum-
stances of their death are not yet
clear,” he told RFE/RL’s Armenian
service (Azatutyun.am).

Threeof thevictimsvictimswere
identified as Zhanna Y eghiazarova,
Svetlana Yeghiazarova and Liana
Y eghiazarova.

About a dozen Georgians re-
mained missing one day after deadly
floods swept away dozensof buildings
and cars and devastated Thilisi’ s zoo.
Georgia observed a day of mourning
for the 12 people already confirmed
dead as search and rescue operations
continued.

PrimeMinister Hovik Abrahamian
expressed Armenia’ sreadinessto help
Georgiadeal with the consequences of
the calamity when he phoned his Geor-
gian counterpart Irakli Gharibashvili

on Sunday. Armenian Minister of Emer-
gency Situations Armen Y eritsian re-
affirmed thisoffer in aphone call with
his Georgian opposite number.

Khangeldian, who runs the Na-
tional Center for CrisisManagement at
Yeritsian's ministry, said the Arme-
nian side specifically offered to send
rescue teams to Thilisi. “[The Geor-
gianauthorities] haverepliedthat there
is no need for any assistance yet,” the
official said.

The floods also allowed tigers,
lions, wolves, and other animals to
escapefrom Thilisi’szoo. Some of the
animals were killed by the floodwa-
ters, some were shot by police, and
others were captured and returned to
their cages. Authoritiesasked city resi-
dents to stay indoors until all the ani-
mals are rounded up.

According to a spokesman for
Yerevan's Mayor Taron Markarian,
four employees of the Armenian
capital’s zoo were dispatched to
Thilisi to help their Georgian col-
leagues track down and save the
missing animals. He said they will
also communicate to relevant Geor-
gianauthoritiesMarkarian’ sproposal
to temporarily shelter surviving ani-
mals at Yerevan's recently reno-
vated zoo.

World Council of Churches Adopts Statement

on Armenian Genocide

YEREVAN — During the cente-
nary year of the Armenian genocide by
the Ottoman Empire, the executive
committee of the World Council of
Churches (WCC) hashelditsmeetings
in Armenia to honor the martyrs and
victims of the genocide. We visit the
genocide memorial to remember them
and to pray in the name of the risen

Lord Jesus Christ. And we celebrate
thelife of the Armenian nation and the
witness of the Armenian church.
The executive committee recalls
the Minute on the 100th Anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide adopted by
the WCC 10th Assembly in 2013 in
Busan. This important action by the
10th Assembly followed many other
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Russian Soldier in Gyumri Held Over Killing
Of Comrade

GYUMRI — The dead body of
Ivan Novikov, a 19-year-old Russian
army conscript, was found with sev-
eral stab wounds in the northwestern
Armenian city of Gyumri, which hosts
the bulk of about 5,000 troops sta-
tioned at the 102nd Russian military
base.

Colonel Aleksei Polyukhovich, a
deputy commander of the Russian base,
told reporters at the scene that another
Russian soldier has been detained in
connectionwiththekilling. “Heisnow
givingtestimony,” Polyukhovichsaid,
refusing to reveal hisidentity. Later in
the day, Russian media identified the
suspect as Ivan Boskhomdzhiev. The
Interfax news agency quoted a Rus-
sian military spokesman as saying that
he has already confessed to the mur-
der.

Accordingtoinitial information,
an argument broke among three ser-
vicemen of the military base, in which

oneof themwaskilled and another one
was hospitalized. The third service-
man was handed over to law-enforce-
ment bodies.

Investigation has been launched
by Armenian law-enforcement bodies.
A criminal case has been filed under
Article 104 of the Criminal Code of
Armenia

Theincident has taken place less
than half a year ago after a seven-
member family of the Avetissyanswas
brutally murderedin Gyumri. The Rus-
sian soldier of theGyumri military, 19-
year-old privateValeri Permyakov was
charged with the murders.

In January several protests were
held in Gyumri, with Armenian citi-
zens demanding that the Russia au-
thorities transfer Permyakov to the
Armenian side. However, so far Rus-
siahasrefused to do that, insisting that
Permyakov be prosecuted and tried
under Russian laws.

occasions on which the WCC Com-
mission of the Churches on Interna-
tional Affairs (CCIA) had called for
recognition of the Armenian genocide
by the United Nations (UN) and by
member states, dating back to the
1979 session of the UN Human Rights
Commission. The WCC has played a
key role over many yearsin accompa-
nying the Armenian church in speak-
ing out and working for recognition of
the genocide, and for appropriate re-
sponses to the genocide’s continuing
impacts on the Armenian people.

A minute adopted at the 6th As-
sembly of the WCC held in 1983 in
Vancouver acknowledged that “The
silence of the world community and
deliberate effortsto deny even histori-
cal facts have been consistent sources
of anguish and growing despair to the
Armenian people, the Armenian
churches and many others.” While
some continue their efforts to deny or
minimize these historical events, the
executivecommitteeisgreatly encour-
aged by His Holiness Pope Francis’
public recognition on 12 April 2015 of
the mass killing of an estimated 1.5
million Armenians as genocide. We
stress that there is a duty on the inter-
national community to remember the
victims of genocide, in order to heal
these historical wounds and to guard
against similar atrocitiesin the future.

The WCC, with its many mem-
ber churches, has participated in sev-
eral events marking the centenary, in-
cluding the official commemoration of
the 100th Anniversary of the Armenian

Genocide and canonization of themar-
tyrs in Yerevan, Armenia, on 21-25
April. The WCC and its member
churcheswill continueto participatein
the ongoing centennial commemora-
tions this year by the Armenian
diaspora, including with the Armenian
ChurchHoly Seeof Ciliciain Antelias,
Lebanon, on 18-19 July. The Execu-
tive Committee thanksthe many mem-
ber churches and ecumenical partners
around the world that have observed
or will observe thisongoing centenary
in their own contexts, and that have
spoken in recognition of the genocide
and in commemoration of its victims.
Through these commemorations, we
acknowledge that these tragic events
occurred, and that they must be named
by their right name.

The Armenian genocide was ac-
companied in the same historical and
political context by genocidal acts
against other —mostly Christian—com-
munities of Aramean, Chaldean, Syr-
ian, Assyrian and Greek descent, which
have blighted history at the beginning
of the 20th century.

Denial, impunity and the failure
to remember such events encourage
their repetition. Those who deny or
attack thelife and dignity of asister or
brother undermine and destroy the
humanity of both the victim and them-
selves. These centennial commemora-
tionsshould mark the passing of thetime
when governments remain reluctant to
name what occurred one hundred years
ago as genocide. We urge al govern-
ments to abandon this reluctance.
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International Conference Dedicated to the 100th Year Anniversary of the Martyrdom
of the 20 Hunchakian Held in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- On June 15, the
RA Ministry of Diaspora, the Institute
of History of the National Academy of
Sciences of the Republic of Armenia
(NASRA) and the Central Committee
of the Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party (SDHP) held aninternational con-
ference dedicated to the 100th year
anniversary of the martyrdom of the
20 members of the SDHP at the ses-
sions hall of the chairmanship of the
NASRA.

The conference began with
opening remarks by Director of the
Institute of History of the NAS RA,
academician of the NAS RA Ashot
Melkonyan.

RA Minister of DiasporaHranush
Hakobyan greeted the participants of
the conference and mentioned the fol-
lowing: “ Theinternational conference
being held today at the National Acad-
emy of Sciences of the free and inde-
pendent Armeniaisaworthy tributeto
the 20 young people who were hung a

century ago. The slogan “1 Remember
and Demand” alsoreferstothem. Those
20 young people wanted to make the
voicesof Armeniansfor freedom heard
inall four cornersof the globe, and the
voice of the Armenians for justice
becameaprayer for millions of people
around the world as respect to the
innocent victims. Today, all Arme-
nianssharethe painand memories, and
we are witnessing the unprecedented
awakening and consolidation of the
nation and are seeing how Armenians
are persistently moving forward until
they reach the final solution to the
Armenian Cause. This conference
servesas an opportunity to commemo-
rate our martyrs, pay homageto the 20
members of the Hunchakian Party and
reflect on the achievements made by
the 128-year-old political party. The
20 heroes of the Hunchakian Party
sacrificed their lives for Armenia's
independence, and the fact that they
said“LongLiveArmenia’ asthey were

being hung is symbolic.”

President of the NAS RA Radik
Martirosyan expressed hisgreetingsto
the participants of the conference, af-
ter which the participants watched the
film “The Dawn for the Twenty”.

In his speech entitled “ The Politi-
cal Evaluation of the Twenty”, Leba
nese-Armenian political figure, historian
andformer Member of the Parliament of
LebanonY eghig Jergjianreflected onthe
history and past activities of the Social
Democrat Hunchakian Party.

Turkish political figure and his-
torian Kadir Akin talked about the he-
roic deeds of Paramaz (Mateos
Sarkisian) in his speech entitled

“Paramaz: ThePerson Who Linkedthe
L oops of the Broken Chain”.

Among other speakers were
writer, publicist and translator Grigor
Janikyan, as well as candidates of his-
torical sciences Gegham Hovhannisyan
and Manuk Stepanyan.

After the speeches, the speakers
actively engagedindebatesand answered
guestions concerning the gathered.

What' ssymbolicisthat June 15th

also marksNational Flag Day in Arme-
nia. Perhaps it wasn't by chance that
the day coincided with the day of re-
membrance of the 20 martyred mem-
bersof the Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party as the guarantee for turning their
dream into areality.

MP Garo Paylan Vows To Fight Against
Genocide Denial

ISTANBUL —
One of thethreeethnic
Armenians elected to
Turkey's new parlia-
ment has reportedly
pledged to challenge
Ankara slong-standing
denial of the 1915 Ar-
meniangenocideinthe
Ottoman Empire.

In an interview
with the Ermeni-
haber.am news web-
sitepublished on Wed-
nesday, Garo Paylan
also suggested Turk-
ish recognition of the
genocideiscritical for
the normalization of
Turkey’ srelationswith
Armenia.

Paylan, 42, won
aparliament seat onthe
ticket of the pro-E
Kurdish  People’s
Democratic  Party
(HDP) widely credited with the ruling
AK Party’s worse-than-expected
showing in Sunday’s election. The
HDPistheonly major Turkish party to
have recognized the Armenian Geno-
cide.

Paylan stated to Agos daily that
the HDP' svictory had come asaresult
of 4 yearsof hard work, and said, “We

M P Gar oPaylan Commemor atingtheM artyr dom of
Paramaz at Sultan Beyazid squarein 2013

founded the HDP in 2011. During the
2-year foundation period, all identities
and all democratic groupsmetogether.
Our party includes all identities, and
we stand for equality. We are also
aware that this has not been tried in
politics in Turkey before. Ours is a
discourse of radical democracy with
no ifs and buts.”

Paylan, who has previously run
an Armenian school in Istanbul, said
hewill fight against “ denialist policies
both as an HDP deputy and in his
personal capacity. “ The Armeniangeno-
cide happened here but it is often
viewed in the context of Armenia-
Turkey relations,” hetold the Turkish-
languagepublicationbasedinY erevan.
“Armenia-Turkey relations form only
a part but not the basis of thisissue.”

It will be extremely difficult,
Paylan went on, to normalize those
relations until the Turkish society
comes to terms with the country’s
bloody past. “First and foremost, the
crime of genocide must be acknowl-
edged in Turkey, Armenian identity
should be resolved and animosity to-
wards Armenia should end,” he said.

Therefore, he said, Armenia and
its worldwide Diaspora should focus
on Turkey in their decades-long pur-
suit of greater international recogni-
tion of the genocide. “I call on all
Armenian partiesto wagethat struggle
here,” hesaid. “Every Armenian com-
ing to Turkey has an impact.”

The two other ethnic Armenian
members of Turkey’s newly elected
parliament are Markar Esayan of the
ruling AKP and Selina Dogan of the
main opposition Republican People’'s
Party (CHP).

Paylan described Dogan as a
“close friend” with whom he is ready

to cooperate in the parliament. But he
was far more skeptical about Esayan,
a journalist with the pro-government
newspaper “Yeni Safak,” citing the
latter’s staunch support for Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’'s
government.

“It’ snot having 3 Armenian M Ps
in Parliament matters, it's what they
will say and do. My party will stand out
with its policy based on equality. The
AKP aso has Kurdish MPs but we
have not witnessed an egalitarian ap-
proach fromthem. All the other parties
need to show more effort on this mat-
ter. It was this discourse that brought
us success, | wish other parties can
see that so that politicsin Turkey can
change.” Paylan said to Agos.

Paylan, who has also engaged in
entrepreneurial activity in the past,
described the 2007 assassination of
Turkish-Armenian editor Hrant Dink
as the catalyst for his civic and politi-
cal activities. Dink was one of thefirst
members of Turkey’ssmall Armenian
community to openly speak about the
1915 genocide and call for its recogni-
tion by the Turkish state.

“In Turkey, saying that ‘I am
Armenian’ isakind of political state-
ment,” Paylan told Ermenihaber.am.
“If you areinterested in Armenians, if
you are interested in your own iden-
tity, it means that you are also inter-
ested in politics.”

WWW.Massi Spost.com
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Nor Serount Cultural Association Established
in Las Vegas

LAS VEGAS -- The Armenian
American community of greater Las
Vegasregion celebrated the inaugura-
tion of the Nor Serount (New Genera-
tion) Cultural Association Las Vegas
region at a Dinner Gala on June 12,
organized jointly by the Social Demo-
crat Hunchakian Party’s Las Vegas
“Hayk Bzhishkyan” branch and the
Nor Serount (New Generation) Cul-
tural Association of Las Vegas, at the
Hall of the Armenian Apostolic Church
of Las Vegas.

Amongthedignitarieswere, Hon-
orary Council of the Republic of Ar-
menia Andy Armenian, Social Demo-
crat Hunchakian Party Central Com-
mittee Chairman Hagop Dikranian,
Arch. Priest Rev. Fr. Nareg Matarian,
political activist from the Republic of
Armenia SarkisHatspanian, Chairman
of the Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party Executive Committee Western
USA Region Gabriel Moloyan along
with other members of the SDHP
Western USA Region Executive Com-
mittee.

Rev. Fr. Nareg Matarian opened
the Gala with a prayer and blessing,
encouraging all to keep arelationship
with their spiritual side through the
Armenian Church and continue Arme-

nian cultural and artistic traditions in
the generations to come.

The Master of Ceremonies of
the night, SDHP Executive Commit-
teemember Garry Sinanian, welcomed
and thanked everyone for participat-
ing in inaugural event of the Nor
Serount (New Generation) Cultural
Association.

Honorary Council of the Repub-
lic of Armenia Andy Armenian spoke
of the growing Armenian Community
in Las Vegas, and congratulated the
Nor Serount Cultural Association for
its establishment in Las Vegas. SDHP
Executive Committee Chair, Gabriel
M oloyan echoed the previous speakers
and congratulated a newly established
organization.

Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party’ sLasVegas“Hayk Bzhishkyan”
branch Mr. George Hagopian reflected
on the progression of the Armenian
American community intheLasVegas
region and the need for Armenian
American organizations that helped
initiatethefounding of theNor Serount
Cultural Association of Las Vegas.

Distinguished Armenian singer
Karen Hagopianbrought great joy toall
attendees through his performances of
Armenian national and patriotic songs.

Christian Bale, Oscar Isaac to Star in

Kirk Kerkorian Armenian Genocide Movie

HOLLYWOOD — ChristianBale
and Oscar Isaac will co-star in an
epic about the Armenian genocide
film, called “The Promise.” The
funding of the film is by billionaire
Kirk Kerkorian, according to areport
by Showbizz*411

Terry George, of “Hotel Rwanda”
fame, would direct the film, who has

stated, “1 think the best way to de-
scribe it is a WW1 love story, in the
style of Dr. Zhivago and Reds, set
against the backdrop of the Armenian
genocide.” MikeMedavoy will belead
producer. Baleand I saac will be part of
a romantic triangle with a yet- to-be
announced actress.

The movie will be shot in Spain.

June 20, 2015

Hammer Museum Presents Screening of

“Without Gorky”

T JUN 33, PO

WITHOUT GORKY
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LOSANGELES— Incommemo-
ration of the 100th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide, Hammer Museum
has dedicated 2015 to an exploration
of multiplefacetsof Armenianculture,
history, and landscape through filmin
aseriescalled “I Am Armenian”.

Nextintheseriesisthescreening
of “Without Gorky” on June 23rd.
“Without Gorky” explores the artistic
and personal legacy of artist Arshile
Gorky (1904-1948) through inter-

views with family members, archival
photographs, and the artist’'s own
work. A discussion with Kim S.
Theriault, author of Rethinking Arshile
Gorky, andfilmmaker CarlaGarapedian
follows the screening.

All Hammer public programsare
free and made possible by amajor gift
from the Dream Fund at UCLA.

Hammer Museum is located at
10899 WilshireBlvd.LosAngeles, CA
90024

Placido Domingo and Haigazian University
Hit a High Note!

Two Operas, One Extraordinary Evening

GLENDALE -- Haigazian Uni-
versity iscelebrating its 60th Anniver-
sary on October 3rd with a black-tie
Galafundraiser and a performance by
Grammy award-winning tenor and
conductor Placido Domingointhetitle
role of Woody Allen’s production of
Puccini’s" Gianni Schicchi.” TheDor-
othy Chandler PavilioninLosAngeles
will play host to the evening’ scelebra-
tionwhichwill be co-chaired by Harry
Nadjarian and Tina Segel.

Speaking of the upcoming cel-
ebration, Mr. Domingo expressed
words of welcome and nostalgia.
“My mother, who was a wonderful
singer, studied with an Armenian
vocal teacher, so | have had a life-
long admiration for the Armenian
Community’srich tradition of music
and performing arts. | am proud to
welcome you to [the] LA Operaand
| look forward to a wonderful cel-
ebration with you in our home.”

The evening will begin with a
champagne and L ebanese mezze pre-
reception for Haigazian guests, fol-
lowed by two stunning perfor-
mances by the incomparable
Domingo—first, on stage, to sing
thetitlerolein Woody Allen’s pro-
duction of the near-century old op-
era, “Gianni Schicchi” after which
he will take to the podium and con-
duct Franco Zeffirelli’s production
of Leoncavallo’s “Pagliacci.”

Following the performances,
theeveningwill continuein the pres-
tigious Grand Hall where guests of
the Anniversary Celebrationwill dine
and mingle during the Gala Supper.

Honorary Committee mem-
bers include Governor George
Deukmejian, Baroness Caroline
Cox, Vartan Grigorian, and
Joyce Philibosian Stein. More
special guests to be announced.

Haigazian University may be
half a world away in Beirut, Leba-
non, but its influence and purpose
is felt globally. With many of its
founding roots planted in the United
States, the University has been pre-
serving Armenian culture and pre-
paring future educators in the
Diaspora for nearly 60 years. This
upcoming Anniversary isacelebra-
tion of both the School and all for
which it stands.

Kirk Kerkorian Dies in Los Angeles at Age 98

Continued frompagel

Kerkorian was born in Fresno,
Calif., in 1917 to Armenian-born par-
ents. Thefamily movedto LosAngeles
in 1922 and at age 9, Kerkorian sold
newspapers on street corners. He
dropped out of school in the eighth

grade and became an amateur boxer.

From his humble beginnings,
Kerkorian became one of the world’s
richestmen. TracindaCorp., Kerkorian's
privately held investment company
named for his daughters, Tracy and
Linda, is MGM's largest shareholder
with an 18.6 percent stake.
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